Operating without protective clothing, gloves, boots, helmets or gogagles, workers at a rolling mill in Dhaka’s ﬂﬁampurhu
serious risks every day. Surrounded by molten iron and scorching hot boilers, even a moment's lapse in focus can cause a
life-altering accident. The photo was taken vesterdav. PHOTO: MEHED]
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'GENDER AND LAW

‘Recognising women'’s right to

a sale Workplace

MARIA '-iFRO‘ZE

“orkplace sexua] Imraasmem isone
of the most serious and widespread
problems faced by women in
Bangladesh. Although harassment
is often linked with physical assault,
in reality, it goes far beyond physical
contact. For instance, unwanted
sexual comments, stalking, remarks
on appearance, indecent gestures,
humiliating jokes and intimidation
can amount Lo sexual harassment

when they create an unsafe and
degrading work environment.
Reports show that 79.3% of female
garment workers have faced some
form of sexual violence in their
workplaces. Even though women
contribute to the workforce and
the economy, they still face abuse,
humiliation, and discrimination. It
hampers women's productivity and
discourages them from entering
the workplace.

Workplace sexual harassment
received its first  significant
legal recognition in Bangladesh
through the landmark judgement
of Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers .~ Association  (BNWLA)
v Government of Bangladesh
in 2009. In this judgement, the
High Court Division (HCD) held
that sexual harassment violates
the constitutional guarantee of
equality under Articles 27 and
28(2). The court also issued binding
guidelines that would apply to all
public and private institutions. The
court declared that verbal abuse
would amount to sexual harassment
along with physical abuse and

further emphasised the liability of
employers to maintain a safe work
environment. The next important
development was brought by the
incorporation of Rule 361Ka “into
the Bangladesh Labour Rules
2015, through the amendment
of the Labour Rules in 2022, The
rules laid out the definition of
sexual harassment by including
unwelcome sexual remarks, threais
Lo establish physical relations with
the workers, demands for sexual
favours from them, etc. The rules
also require every institution to
form a committee headed by a
woman to facilitate reporting.

Finally, after a long delay, in
2026, the labour law of Bangladesh
was amended to address the issue of
workplace sexual harassment For
example, the newly added section
332 of the Bangladesh Labour Act

burden to prove the chastity of
the alleged victim during the trial,
leading to traumatising character
assassinations, unreasonable legal
hurdles, and low conviction and
reporting rates.

Additionally, despite these legal
developments, the enforcement
is notably constrained. Women
lack confidence in the judicial
system, and most institutions fail
to comply with the provisions
regarding the reporting of
violations. Victims often avoid
making formal complaints fearing
loss of employment, social stigma,
and victim blaming. Fven when
complaints are made, women are
not willing to use explicit language
to describe that harassment due to
social norms.

The laws are also in some
way scattered and thus militates
against predictable pathway to

2006 now imposes an obligation  justice. In any case, the country

on_the employers 1o take steps. (o
ensure that the workplace is free
from harassment and violence.

requires an overarching legislation:
that recognises verbal, physical
and cyber harassment equally.

Although a standalone law (draft) on the
prevention and protection against sexual
harassment at workplaces and educational
institutions was apparently finalised during the
time of interim government, there has not been
any development since. Unless laws are properly
enforced, countless women in Bangladesh will
continue to suffer in silence, deprived of their
constitutional right to a safe workplace.

Additionally, under Section 307A
of the same Act, offenders may face
a fine not less than 20,000 Taka
and not more than 50,000 Taka.
Apart from our labour laws,
the Penal Code, 1860 also
protects against workplace sexual
harassment. Sections 354 and 509
criminalise any assault or criminal
force, acts, words, and gestures
intended to outrage or insult the
modesty of a woman. However,
the term ‘modesty’ in these two
sections is vague and subjective,
and it creates an unreasonable

Although a standalone law (draft)
on the prevention and protection

against sexual harassment at
workplaces and  educational
insttutions was apparently

finalised during the time of interim
government, there has not been
any development since, Unless laws
are properly enforced, countless
women in Bangladesh will continue
to suffer in silence, deprived of
their constitutional right to a safe
workplace.

The writer is student of law at

the University of Dhaka.
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Can Bangladesh build

‘a democratic.human

———

& inclusive economy?

The theme of Bangladesh's national budget for fiscal year
2026-27—"Towards a Democratic, Humane and Inclusive
Ecanomy” —is among the most ambitious framings attached to
an annual fiscal document in recent years. It reflects a growing
recognition that the country’s development challenge is no
longer simply how to generate economic growth, but how to
ensure that the benefits of growth are distributed more
broadly and equitably. Concerns about inequality, youth
unemployment, unequal access to opportunities and the
concentration of economic power have, therefore, moved
closer to the centre of policy debate. ;
But how should such an aspiration be evaluated? Ultimately,
the budget must be judged not by its rhetoric but by its fiscal
priorities and policy choices. Three questions are particularly
important. First, who pays and who benefits from the state's
fiscal system? This is the test of a democratic economy,
Second, does the state merely protect people from economic
hardship, or does it also expand their capabilities and
opportunities? This is the test of a humane economy. Third,
who gains access to economic opportunities, productive
employment and the benefits of growth? This is the test of an
inclusive economy.
The answers to these questions offer an important windaw
into the kind of development state Bangladesh is seeking to
build.
THE DEMOCRATIC ECONOMY; FISCAL STRUCTURE AND
DISTRIBUTIONAL POWER: A democratic economy means more
than competitive elections or parliamentary representation. It
concerns the fairness of economic institutions, the distribution
of opportunities, and the ability of citizens to influence how
public resources are allocated. At its foundation is a fiscal
system that distributes both burdens and benefits equitably.
Bangladesh's revenue structure, however, remains structurally
regressive. Approximately 70 per cent of tax revenue
continues to derive from indirect sources—VAT, customs
duties and excises, Indirect taxes, whatever their
administrative convenience, impose a proportionally heavier
burden on lower- and middle-income households: a garment
worker purchasing essential goods and a wealthy industrialist
purchasing the same goods pay identical VAT rates, but that
tax consumes a far greater share of the worker's income. The
result is a tax system that struggles to reduce inequality.
Direct taxation has expanded at the margins, but not
sufficiently to alter this structural reality. As income and
wealth inequality widens—a trend visible in urban land
markets, banking sector credit concentration and the
expanding fortunes of a narrow commercial elite—the failure
to build a genuinely progressive tax regime becomes not
merely a fiscal problem but a democratic one. It signals that
those with the greatest capacity to contribute to public goods
bear a propertionally lighter burden than those with the least.
Fiscal decentralisation presents a parallel concern. Despite
longstanding commitments to local governance
strengthening, most public expenditure decisions remain
centralised. Local governmentinstitutions operate with
limited fiscal autonomy and constrained revenue-raising
authority, leaving citizens with little meaningful influence over
resources that directly shape their communities. A democratic
economy requires not only representative institutions at the
| centre but devolved fiscal authority at the periphery.

Yet fairness in taxation and resource allocation is only one
dimension of a democratic economy. Equally important is
whether public spending expands people’s capabilities and
opportunities. This brings us to the budget’s second aspiration:
building a humane economy. \
THE HUMANE ECONOMY: PROTECTION VERSUS
TRANSFORMATION; Viewed through a humanitarian lens, the
2026-27 budget contains genuine strengths. Social protection
allocations exceed Tk 144,000 crore, and in the context of
persistent inflation, labour market uncertainty and worsening
climate-related vulnerabilities, this expenditure provides an
essential safety buffer for millions of low-income households.
The expansion of sacial transfers is not trivial; it reflects a policy
recognition that growth alone does not protect the vulnerable.
Yet a humane economy requires more than protection—it
requires transformation. There is an impartant analytical

distinction between a state’s protective cap:}c ity and its
transformative capacity. Protective policies reduceimmediate
suffering; transformative policies expand human capabilities
and long-run opportunities. Sustainable development
depends on the latter.

This distinction becomes stark in education and healthcare
sectors. Despite absolute increases in allocations, public
spending on education remains around 2 per cent of GDP—well
below the UNESCO-recommended benchmark of 4-6 per
cent—and public health expenditure hovers near 1 per cent of
GDP, the lowest in South Asia. The consequence is that more
than 70 per cent of healthcare costs continue to be financed
directly by households through out-of-pocket payments. Such
chronic underinvestment does not merely constrain access to
services; it entrenches intergenerational inequality by limiting
the social mability of families unable to abserb private health
or education costs.

The same logic applies to skills and workforce development.
Bangladesh’s demographic dividend—a large, young,
working-age population—is an asset with a limited window of
productive utilisation. Automation, digitalisation and
restructuring global value chains are transforming labour
markets at pace. Yet investments in technical and vocational
education, innovation infrastructure and digital capability

remain modest relative to the scaleand urgency of that
transition. A humane economy cannot afford to leave its youth
underprepared for a rapidly changing econamic environment.
Capability formation ultimately matters because it determines
whether people can participate meaningfullyin economic life.
In practice, that participation is most clearly reflected in access
to productive employment.

THE INCLUSIVE ECONOMY: EMPLOYMENT AS THE CENTRAL
TEST: If one indicator best captures whether an economy is
truly inclusive, it is productive employment. Employment is
not merely a source of income; it is the primary vehicle of
dignity, social mobility and economic participation. For most
households, the most effective form of social protection is not
a transfer payment but a decent and secure job,

Yet employment receives insufficient prominence in the
budget's narrative, Bangladesh continues to face significant
and growing challenges: youth unemployment, graduate
underemployment and structural skills mismatches that
neither the education system nor the labour market has
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adequately addressed.
The data are concerning. According to the Bangladesh Bureau
| of Statistics Labour Force Survey, nearly 1.94 million young
peopie 15—29 were unemployed, representing
. wuﬁmy?.l per cent of the youth labour force, and
. youth account for nearly four-fifths of total unemployment.
| More strikingly, the Labour Force Survey 2024 recorded an
i unemployment rate of 13.5 per cent among university
graduates—the highest of any educational group—with
| around one-third of graduates remaining unemployed for up
to two years after completing their studies. Of the country's
2.62 million unemployed individuals, approximately 885,000
held university degrees.
These figures point to a structural disconnect between
educational expansion and productive employment
m&_ﬁ-_"igladesh has successfully broadened access to
tertiary education; it has not yet built the economic structures
capable of absorbing a more educated workforce into
productive, well-remunerated employment. When higher
education no longer reliably delivers economic mobility, public
confidence in both institutions and development can begin to
erode—a cost that extends well beyond labour market
statistics.
An inclusive economy requires policies that actively support
labour-intensive sectors, reduce barriers to entrepreneurship,
and forge stronger institutional linkages between education
and labour market demand. Employment creation must be
treated not as a secondary outcome of growth but as a primary
development objective in its ownright.
At its core, the challenge is one of capability formation.
Countries that successfully moved into upper-middle-income
status invested heavily in education, health, technical skills
and innovation systems. The long-term success of
Bangladesh's development strategy will depend on whether
public expenditure increasingly shifts from consumption
support towards investments that enhance productivity and
human potential.

-| Adeeper structural concern underlies these sectoral
challenges. Bangladesh's development model has, over time,
produced significant concentrations of economic power. In
banking, large-scale industry, import trade, energy and real
estate, economic resources and market influence are
increasingly concentrated among a relatively narrow set of
actors. Bangladesh Bank data show a high concentration of
credit among a relatively small number of large borrowers,
while SMEs continue to receive a disproportionately small
share of formal financing. Over 70 per cent of loans
concentrated among a small number of business groups. The
banking sector’s non-performing loan crisis is, in part,
symptom of this concentration: large enterprises have
historically absorbed a disproportionate share of institutional
credit, while small and medium enterprises—the primary
engines of employment and local economic dynamism—face
persistent financing constraints.
This is a paradox of inclusive development. Those who
generate the greatest share of jobs often face the greatest
barriers to capital and opportunity. Inclusive growth cannot be
achieved through social transfers alone; it requires
competitive markets, accessible finance, lower barriers to
entrepreneurship, and institutional safeguards against the
capture of economic rents by politically connected elites.
The budget emphasises redistribution through social
protection mechanisms and places comparatively less weight
on the structural and institutional reforms necessary to
democratise access Lo economic opportunities.
WHAT KIND OF DEVELOPMENTAL STATE IS EMERGING?:
Bangladesh has already demonstrated that it can generate
growth. The challenge of the next decade is whether itcan
broaden access to the opportunities created by that growth. A
democratic, humane and inclesive economy will not emerge
from social transfers alone. It will require stronger investment
in human capabilities, productive employment, competitive
markets and 2 more progressive fisczl system. The success of
Budget 2026~ 27 should therefore be judged not by the size of
its allocations, but by whether it expands the economic agency
of ordinary citizens and makes growth more broadly shared.
Golam Rosul, Ph.D is o Professor of Economics atthe |
International University of Business Agriculture and
Technoiogy (IUBAT), Dhaka. golam.grasul@gmail.com

INCLUSION AND THE CONCENTRATION OF ECONOMIC POWER:
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From expgrijlEbour to
_exporting human capital

1971. Once derided hy foreign observ-
ers as a ‘basket case,’ Bangladesh has
emerged as South Asia's second-
economy and one of the deve
world's most compelling success sto-
ries,

Three pillars have underpinned this
transformation: the ready-made gar-
ment industry, agriculture and over-
seas migration. Together they have
generated employment, ensured food
security, earned foreign exchange and
lifted millions out of poverty.

Among these, remittances occupy
a uniquely strategic position. They
finance imports, strengthen foreign
exchange reserves, support domestic
consumption, reduce poverty and pro-
vide an economic lifeline to millions
T | of households. Equally important,

.| overseas employment absorbs workers
whom the domestic economy is often
unable to employ productively.

Bangladesh deployed a record 1.1

million workers abroad in 2025. Mil-
lions more Bangladeshis live and
work overseas, while a large diaspora
continues to contribute through remit-
tanices atfid investment. For decades,
this migration model has been one
of the country's greatest economic
strengths.
Yet the global labour market is
changing. The question facing Bang-
ladesh today is no longer whether la-
bour migration will continue, The real
question is whether Bangladesh can
successfully transition from a labour-
export economy to a human-capital-
export economy.

The end of the old migration modei?
BANGLADESH'S overseas employ-
ment success was built largely on the
export of low-skilled and semi-skilled
workers to the Gulf states during a pe-
riod of unprecedented infrastructure
expansion and oil-fuelled economic
growth.

That model is now facing growing
pressures.
The first challenge comes from
structural changes within Gulf econo-
mies themselves, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Qatar and other
regional powers continue to invest
heavily in infrastructure and diversi-
! fication. However, the long-term shift
towards renewable energy, economic
restructuring and changing global

cal change. Automation, robatics and
artificial intelligence are beginning
to affect sectors that traditionally ab-
sorbed large numbers of migrant work-
ers, including logistics, warehousing,
retail, transportation, administration
and even certain construction activi-

ties. The impact will be g;radunl rather
than sudden, but the direction of travel
is clear: low-skilled jobs will become
increasingly vulnerable.

Third, labour nationalisation pro-
grammes such as Saudization, Emira-
tisation and Omanisation are becom-
ing more sophisticated and politically
entrenched. Governments across the
Gulf are under pressure to create em-
ployment opportunities for their own
citizens. While such policies have
produced mixed results in the past,
improvements in education, digital
governance and labour market man-
agement are making them more effec-
tive than before.

Bangladesh also faces growing
geopolitical and economic risks. Re-
gional conflicts, diplomatic tensions,
economic slowdowns or fluctuations
in energy prit:es can quickly affect la-
bour demand in destination countries.
Given Bangladesh’s heavy nce
on a relatively small msz:er of labour
markets, any major disruption could
have significant consequences.

Finally, international competition is
intensifying. Countries such as India,
Pakistan, Nepal, Indonesia, Vietnam
and the Philippines are competing ag-
gressively for overseas employment
opportunities. Several African coun-
tries are also entering the market. In
such an environment, countries that
rely primarily on exporting low-skilled
workers will find themselves compet-
ing in the most replaceable segment of

the g]_obal labour force.

The future belongs to skills

DESPITE these challenges, the future
of migration remains bright for coun-
tries that can adapt.

Many advanced economies are
confronting severe demographic pres-
sures. Aging populations and shrink-
ing workforces are creating sustained
demand for nurses, caregivers, health-
care technicians, engineers, industrial
workers, IT professionals and a wide
range of certified technical personnel.

o®

SRS

energy consumphon patterns Tneans Japan, South Korea, Germany, ltaly

| by Mohiuddin Zaman that labour demand may not expand and several other European countries
countries have transformed indefinitely as it dld during previous  are already experiencing labour short-
F‘t?:ms&}ves as dramatically as decades. ages in critical sectors. Their challenge
Bangladesh since independencein ~ The second chal]ange is technologi-  is not a lack of jobs but a lack of work-

ers.

This presents a historic opportunity
for Bangladesh.

The countries that will benefit most
from the next phase of global labour
mobility will not necessarily be those
that expart the largest number of work-
ers. They will be those that export the
most valuable skills.

Bangladesh must therefore shift its
focus from the quantity of workers it
sends abroad to the quality of workers
it prepares and deploys.

Human capital as a strategic export
industry

THIS requires a fundamental change
in national thinking. Overseas employ--
ment can no longer be viewed merely
as a social safety valve or an employ-
ment programme, It should be treated
as a strategic export industry.

Just as Bangladesh spent decades
building institutions, policies, infra-
structure and incentives to support the
garment sector, it must now create an
integrated ecosystem for the export of
skilled human capital.

The starting point must be educa-
tion and training,

Technical and vocational educa-
tion should be aligned directly with
the needs of international labour mar-
kets. Training programmes must be
designed around the requirements of

employers in Japan, Germany, South
Korea, the Gulf states and other emerg-
ing destinations.

Internationally recognised certifica-
tion should become a national priority.
Employers increasingly seek workers
whose qualifications can be verified
and accepted across berders. With-
out globally recognised credentials,
Bangladeshi workers will struggle to
compete against better-prepared candi-
dates from rival countries.

Language training is equally impor-
tant. Technical skills alone are often in-

: . ‘Workers seeking Sgupafmmi-
ties in Japan, Germany or Koraa
must possess at least basic language
pxoﬁchhuy Mﬂa oceupational

what might be m]led ‘labunr ﬁwnﬂ
f:&g'lobetl labour markets. The Philip-
pines, for example, has built a strong
international reputation in nursing and
caregiving. Bane 1-




op its own global brand based on reli-
ability, professionalism, certification
and productivity.

‘Brand Bangladesh Workers' should
become a national objective.

Reforming the migration architecture

SKILLS alone will not be enmough.
Bangladesh’s migration governance
system was designed for a-different era.
Today, it is fragmented across multiple
ministries, departments, agencies and
regulatory bodies. The result is often
duplication, inefficiency, bureaucratic

The ministry of expatriates’ wel-
fare and overseas employment, to-
gether with institutions such as BMET,
BOESL, the Wage Earners'’ Welfare
Board, Probashi Kallyan Bank and the
Technical Training Centres, performs
important functions. Yet there is grow-
ing concern that the existing structure
to rapidly changing global labour mar-
ket conditions.

_ What Bangladesh requires is a com-
prehensive review of its entire migra-
tion governance framework.

- One proposal worthy of serious
consideration is the establishment
of an autonomous national author-
ity dedicated exclusively to overseas
employment and migration strategy.
Operating at the highest levels of gov-
ernment, such a body could coordinate
skills development, labour market in-
telligence, international negotiations,
migrant protection, digitalisation and
long-term planning.

Most importantly, it could ensure
that migration policy is treated not
merely as an administrative function
but as a strategic economic priority,

The country should also be willing
to draw upon international expertise.
Successful labour-exporting nations
routinely engage specialised consult-
ants, industry experts and internation-
al partners to modernise systems and
identify emerging opportunities. There
is no reason Bangladesh should hesi-
tate to do the same.

The need for labour diplomacy

THE future of migration will increas-
ingly be shaped by diplomacy. Bang-
ladesh cannot afford to remain de-
pendent on a handful of destination
countries. Diversification must be-
come a national priority.

East Asia, Europe and selected
emerging markets offer significant op-
portunities for skilled workers. Access-
ing these markets requires sustained
diplomatic engagement, government-
to-government agreements and sophis-
ticated labour market negotiations.

Bangladesh’s diplomats should be
trained mot only in traditional diplo-
macy but also in labour market devel-
opment and migration management. In
the decades ahead, labour diplomacy
may become as important as trade di-
plomacy.

e ey
_ A choice that cannot be delayed

REMITTANCES will remain one of the
pillars of Bangladesh’s economy for
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shifts, labour nationalisation policies
and international competition are re-
shaping migration markets. Countries
that fail to adapt risk being left behind.

Bay h still possesses a valu-
-able window of opportunity. By mod-
ernising vocational education, ex-
panding, internationally recognised
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Govt warns workers,
agencies against payments
until Malaysia recruitment
officially resumes

P

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The Ministry of Expatriates’ Wel-
fare and Overseas Employment
has urged aspiring migrant work-
ers and recruiting agencies not to
make any financial transactions or
recruitment arrangements until the
government formally announces
the reopening of the Malaysian la-
bour market.

No individual or organisation
should be contacted for employ-
ment-related processing or pay-
ments for jobs in Malaysia until an
official notification, accerding to
an emergency advisory issued by
the ministry yesterday.

. The ministry also instructed
aspiring workers not to undergo
medical examinations or pay any
fees related to recruitment before

the worker recruitment process is
officially launched.

Recruiting agencies hawve been
directed not to sign any agreements
with workers inténding to go to Ma-
laysia until the government issues
a formal announcement. They have
also been strictly instructed not to
collect passports, arrange medical
tests or receive any payments from
job seekers before the official recruit-
ment process begins, according toiit,

The warning comes amid grow-
ing interest among Bangladeshi
workers over the possible reopen-
ing of the Malaysian labour market
following prolonged uncertainty.

The ministry urged anyone
seeking information or wishing to
lodge complaints regarding Ma-
laysia-bound migration to con-
tact the Probashi Call Centre at
16135 from within Bangladesh or
+8B0g9610102030 from abroad.
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by Munir Uddin Shamim  shoriages that disrupted industrial
production. The country’s $4.7 billion

and Priyong Sabastini International Monetary Fund support
package in 2023 reflected the scale of
ANGLADESH'S garment industty. i1, oco macioeconomic pressures,
has I-WS::ODd at 12'5 centre of the Unfortunately, the underlying struc-
¥ COUNITY 'S ECONOIIL " tural vulnerability has only deepened.
tion. From a modest sector in Within just four years, R
the 1980s to one of the wuddﬁrw ce on imported fossil fuels has
hubs, increased from 47.7 per cent to 62.5 per
made garments industry has cent, while electricity generation costs
employment for millions, ETDPOW:;EE have risen by 83 per cent. More re-
ui,éﬁm economically, mﬂ OF cently, tensions in the Middle East have
excl mmas am ﬁmlmlink & aichal intensified uncertainty in global energy

markets, pmmpﬁng the government to

supply chains. Yet, the industry
thmﬁ{dledthzssunms:?:gwﬁnds seek more than $2 billion in external
itself at the intersection of two defining financing to manage energy imports
chn]lmofnmtlmsdhmtachanga and stabilise supply.

These repeated crises highlight a

% in Bangladesh’s
undergoing a pmfound uﬂma dmhpmammm

‘tion. International brands, consumers cannoltmgarbewawadm ;.::n
md remﬁntms increasingly expect issue of electricity genera

suppliers to reduce carbon emissions, become le from economic
adopt cleaner production methods and stahﬂiiy export competitiveness and
meet ambitious sustainability targets.  national resilience. Every geopolitical
Bangladesh's garment manufacturers  conflict thousands of miles away now
are therefore under growing pressure to has the potential to disrupt factory
decarbonise operations while maintain- operations, inmsepmductim costs
2 ingcompetihve prices in an intensely 1

-| eompetitive global market. u%

_ Climate action is both necessary and. hn;ﬂ]mﬁnnsforthey:ment
inevitable, However, the debate must Asindumyme WWWMYWWL
move beyond se uniform envi- 8 EarmerT,
m::g the  accounting for over four-fifths of export

ers continue to demand lower prices
while simultaneously expecting facto-
ries to invest in cleaner technologies,
‘ improve labour standards and comply
' with increasingly complex environ-
mental requirements.

European regulations linked to the
continent’s 2050 net-zera ambitions
illustrate this changing landscape.
Sustainability reporting, carbon disclo-
sure requirements and due diligence
obligations are gradually becoming

recognises that climate policies should
po integral components of international

be implemented in ways that protect

workers, industrial competi- trade. Global brands are also committing
tiveness and acknowledge differing themselves to science-based emissions
national capacities. For countries such  targets, meaning suppliers throughout
as Bangladesh, the transition must their value chmnsms:qnectedtore-
strengthen economic resilience instead duce their carbon footprints accordingly.
of creating new vulnerabilities. For Bangladesh’s manufacturers, this
Recent geopolitical events have creates a dual burden. On one hand,

made this reality impossible to ignore.  compliance with international sustain-
The Russia-Ukraine war fundamentally ability standards is becoming essential
altered global energy markels, sending o maintain market access. On the other,
fuel prices soaring and exposing the continued dependence on imported
fragility of countries heavily dependent - fossil fuels keeps energy prices volatile,
on imported fossil fuels. Bangladesh raising production costs precisely
was amang those hardest affected. whmfactonesmbemgaskedtamake
Rising import bills placed enormous ~ substantial investments in renewable
pressure on foreign exchange reserves, technologies and energy efficiency.
increased electricity generation costs This challenge should not be

i and contributed to widespread mﬂgy mterpmted mle.lv asa comphance

)G’

Just transition for RMG

issue. It is flmdamenta]iy an ammm'?

one. Renewable energy is in

becoming a prerequisite for industrial -
resilience rather than simply an envi-

mmnanta] aspiration. Stable, affordable
and domestically generated renew-
able elech-icltymn reduce exposure

to volatile international fuel markets,

improve long-term cost
and strengthen the mm
export-oriented industries.

Bangladesh has already demonstrat-

‘-edmma:hbhlandershipinsumimhle

man The country hosts one
of the world's numbers of green
garment factories certified under inter-

will continue to face higher operational
costs than competitors in countries
with more diversified energy sources.
This risks undermining decades of
industrial progress and di ing fu-
ture investment at a time when global
buyers are increasingly evaluating
suppliers based on environmental per-
formance alongside price and quality.
The solution, therefore, extends
beyond factory gates. Bangladesh re-
quires a coherent national strategy that
accelerates renewable energy deploy-
ment while ensuring industries remain
competitive during the transition.
| This demands investment in modern

. integration, expanded solar and wind

generation, policy certainty for private
investors and greater access to afford-
able climate finance.

Equally important is the interna-
tional dimension. Developed countries,
multinational development banks
and global fashion brands all have
responsibilities within a genuinely
just transition. Sustainability can-
not bﬂonme another cost transferred
dis tely to manufacturers
in developing countries while retailers
and consumers continue to capture the
greatest share of value within global
supply chains.

accessible, particularly for industrial -
decarbonisation. Technology transfer

ESSID e
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nected. Every disruption in global 1% FaTE 71, TA2 WG WA QI TS SeE G
fuel markets reinforces the urgency FarERne ol o)
of reducing dependence on imported FALHLY Pl iy A, 6% a9-aeeE S e

energy. Every new sustainability re- TSI S A SRS g Wl SR (58 BeTE | (I
quirement imposed by export markets s S TS T (97E, TR BT TG @
underscores the need for cleaner pro- s grcEEmER YR tof 2ATE €3¢ @ TS FHEER
duction systems. And every investment i sigrs1 zrave | «3fa wHRE A1 @dEl TR TR e
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S A j feazfirs @ wrEfes’ s g g
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repeatedly adapted to changing global 5 27 e sy fefbferr 1 ST e =R
expectations, whether through im- Al (ST qFOI], U6Y N, TGS AR
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nomic sovereignty. Yet that ambition 5 s e :
must be matched by equitable global - e -
partnerships and realistic financing NWﬁ
mechanisms. Otherwise, the burden of ¢

solving a global climate crisis will con- T T e
tinue to fall disproportionately on those s %
who contributed least to creating i. G | 50 R *05_@_

Munir Uddin Sharmim is director of AP I I=H
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esh perspective

Banglad

by Farida Akhter

United Nations declaration of
Tzlfz{i as the International Year of
the Woman Farmer is timely and
politically significant. It recognises
what rural communities have always
known, but official systems continue
to overlook: women are central to ag-
riculture and agrifood systems. They
remain largely invisible in policy, sta-
tistics, land records, credit systems, ex-
tension services, subsidy mechanisms
and decision-making.

For Bangladesh, the year must not
become another ceremonial obser-
vance. It must be used by the gov-
ernment, the Food and Agriculture
Organisation, UN Women, the Interna-
tional Food Policy Research Institute,
the World Food Programme and devel-
opment pariners to correct a structural
injustice: women produce food, pre-
serve seeds, care for livestock, process
fish, maintain homestead nutrition
and sustain ical edge,
but they are rarely recognised as farm-

«ers in their own right.

The issue begins with the definition.
Who is a woman farmer? In Bangladesh,
the answer cannot be limited to women
who own agricultural land or cultivate
crops. Women farmers include crop
producers, seed keepers, homestead
gardeners, livestdck keepers, poultry
rearers, fish workers, shrimp and crab
workers, processors, fish net makers,
food preservers, traditional knowledge
holders, wage labourers, rural entre-
preneurs and many other women in
indigenous communities. Any policy
that defines farmers only through land
ownership or household headship will
exclude millions of women.

The evidence is clear. The Labour
Force Survey 2024 of the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics recorded 17.25
million women engaged in agriculture,
compared with 13.62 million men.
Women constitute around 58 per cent
of the agricultural labour force, ie,
more than men. Yet, this massive con-
tribution is not matched by rights, rec-
ognition or access to public support.
Women remain indispensable in the
field but invisible in the system.

This invisibility is not accidental. Tt
is produced by patriarchy and main-

(“llo« Pl
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Woman Farmer-

male-dominated

design. Most married women in rural
areas are in households but
are identified as ‘farmers’ wives' and,
therefore, excluded from being re-
corded as ‘farmers.’ None of the farm-
ing work can be completed without
women's contributions. Studies show
women actively participate in pre-sow-
ing, post-sowing, harvesting and post-
harvest operations as well as i

: Browing
vegetables and fruit primarily for fam-

ily consumption, caring for poultry
and livestock, supplementing families’
nutrition and incomes through raising
kitchen gardens and so on.

Without these activities, farming is
incomplete. Yet, women's labour re-
mained unpaid, undocumented, and
treated as family duty rather than pro-
ductive work.

Because recognition is tied to male-
oriented activities outside the house-
hold, land titles, market relations,
and other formal registration systems,

cards, fishers’ mﬁ%ﬁ&& agricul“___Tn the litn

tural credit, training, insurance, input
support and market programmes.

Land is a major barrier. Women's

agricultural land ownership remains
minimal, often estimated at around
13 per cent. But, limiting recognition
to land ownership is unjust and ana-
lytically wrong. Women'’s farming roles
extend far beyond titled land. In many
rural households, women manage
livestock, poultry, homestead gardens,
seed selection, food processing and
nutrition. For land-poor and landless
women, especially widowed, divorced,
abandoned, elderly and char-d:
women, goats, cows, ducks, chickens,
fish culture and small-scale

are their main productive assets and
they also own these animals and birds.
These women must be recognised as
farmers in their own right. If necessary,
the policy documents must revise the
definition of ‘farmers,’

Among the 1.2 million people en-
gaged in inland water fishing, around
10 to 12 per cent are women, The oth-
ers are unrecorded. In aquaculture, 80
per cent of the three million fishers are
women. In the rural and coastal areas,
30 per cent of all women are directly or
indirectly engaged in small-scale fish-

. it

Women constitute around 58 per cent of t

eries, primarily in aquaculture, shrimp
culture, fish processing and net, gear
and craft making. Women are not in-
volved in active fishing from the sea,
but accompany men in fish production

per cent of the popilation is engaged;
among them, aver 60 per cent of small’
and older cattle farms are run by wom-
en. Besides, there are innumerable
land-poor farmers and landless wom-
en, who are surviving on raising of
livestock and poultry. Poor widowed,
divorced and other women raise cows
or goats in villages and particularly in
char areas. Women's contribution to
both fisheries and livestock is enar-
mous and make a complete picture of
what woman farmers contribute to the
agrifood systems.

FAO's inclusive framing of women
farmers is, therefore, highly relevant
for Bangladesh. It recognises farmers,
producers, peasants, family and small-
holder farmers, seasonal labourers,
fishers, fish workers, beekeepers, pas-
toralists, foresters, processors, traders,
traditional knowledge holders, women
in agricultural sciences, formal and
informal workers and rural entrepre-
neurs. Bangladesh should adopt such
an inclusive definition immediately
for national policy, registration and
pro 3

s s
women are not marginal or invisible
actors, they are central to the resilience
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he agricultural labour force.

of farming systems, Women select and
preserve seeds, care for livestock, pro-
vide materials for ¢ man-
age homestead gardens, maintain crop
and food diversity, process foods and
preserve uncultivated greens, herbs,
fruit and medicinal plants, Their
knowledge links biodiversity, nutri-
tion, health :& household food se-
curity. If 1is serious about

suggested that October 15 be celebrated
as World Rural Women's Day to high-
light rural women's role in food pr
duction and food security. World Rural
Women's Day was celebrated world-
wide for more than a decade, even
before i :
vance in 2007, following the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s adoption of Resolu-
tion 62/136. This long journey of rural
women vis-2-vis women farmers must
be integrated together this year on Oc-
tober 15 as a nationwide celebration of
women farmers as part of rural women.
Therefore, the government and the
Food and ture Organisation
should use the International Year of
the Woman Farmer 2026 to launch a
concrete national agenda rather than a
symbolic campaign. Male-dominated
and top-down policies leave women
out of many decisions affecting their
lives and livelihoods, The Internation-
al Year of Women Farmers must show
demonstrative plans and actions for
women fo be reflected in the govern-
ment programmes and actions. There
must be a visible will and
commitment from the government to
women farmers in their own

pro- processing, storage,

recognize
agroecology, climate resilience and rights . The the International Year of
food sovereignty, women farmers' role the Woman Farmer must not become
in agriculture must get its due recogni- a ceremony only. It should continue

tion and must be placed at the centre
of tural transformation.
te change makes this recogni-
tion urgent. Women farmers, fishers,
livestock keepers, and processors face
* the direct impacts of river erosion, sa-
linity, cyclones, drought, landslides,
erratic rainfall and drinking water
scarcity,. Women in char areas face
displacement, Women in coastal areas
face soil, water and salinity as
well as livestock and household health
issues, Women in hilly areas face land-
slides and loss of cultivable land. Cli-
mate policy that does not recognise
women as farmers will fail,

There is another UN initiative, ie
International Day of Rurel Women, cel-
ebrated every October 15, on the eve
anorldIbod Day, October 16, This
has been an important day for wom-
en farmers which was resulted from
the women's demands globally at the
Fourth World Conference on Women
held in Beijing, China in 1995, It was

more and be reflected in International
mufmlra]%mmamy ya&r.eﬁ:lod

»duction, processing up to the mar-
ket will not be possible without well
organised and strong women farmers
with folfilment of their rights, It is a
question of food sovereignty for the
170 million people of the country.

Women's marital status must not
make her ‘disappear behind male head
of houssholds’ and also should not
make those ‘not currently in married
nahegcuf[ia.dfvamed,wﬂowud,abaw
doned) to become special recipients
of supports without recognising their
contribution with honour.

The agricultural database must be
sex-disaggregated on the basis of con-
tribution to crop production, fisheries,
livestock and all other works in agri-
food systems,

Labour force numbers do not rep-
resent all women's work, Many of
them are self employed. The state
must document women's work in seed

keeping, livestock, poultry, fisheries,
aquaculture, homestead production,

marketing support
and wage labour. Without data, women
will coutinue fo remain invisible; with-
out visibility, there will be no policy

an official UN obser- justice

The the International Year of the
Woman Farmer 2026 must connect
with the International Day of Rural
Women on 15 October and World Food
Day on 16 October. These observances
should become annual
moments where government agencies
report what changed for women farm-
ers: how many received farmers’ cards,
how many accessed credit, how many
joined extension programmes, how
many gained access to land or water re-
soumes,andhnwmmyweinc}uded
in local decision-making.

Women farmers must be recognized
as central to food sovereignty. Bangla-
desh cannot ensure food for
170 million people while ignoring the
women who produce, process, pre-
serve, and sustain food systems. Rec-
ognition is not charity. It is justice. It is
also sound policy.

The International Year of the Wom-
an Farmer 2026 offers Bangladesh a

speeches and leave the patriarchal sys-
tem unchanged or it can use this mo-
ment to reform agricultural from
the ground up. The choice is _

If Bangladesh wants agri-
culture, safe food, strong rural liveli-
hoods, biodiversity, nutrition security
mdclhnataadapuﬁnn,n.mmlrwog-
nise women farmers as farmers. Not
as . Not as farmers’ wives. Not

recipients. As [n'oducars
]r.nuwledgeholdm
mm.ﬂndleademdagﬂiwdtramfm
mation.

The International Year of the Wom-
an Farmer 2026 must, therefore, be-
mmeaywnimcopmon,ﬂghtn.m-

sources and representation

women
farmers in Bangladesh.

[Farida Akhter Is executive director of
UBINIG (Policy Research for Develop-
ment Alternative) and former adviser to
the fisheries arid iivestock ministry of the
interim government.




Qomw’ﬂmﬁtﬁmrrmma
WHE A9E AW o BEE (F
BT Gedwe MEY, W9 99
g B EE o TR WA
wimegE A wa

e sfiFarens ¥
(o AT L T
T <IAETerE] (EERas @
sy wFyt ot T
fef Brad wta | T wEE
Iwiee T, ‘waem e
el AfaeER dREE T

Cl\Sey pler

BT < AT 29 W 3800

ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂu‘:‘mqqm
o3 5% T THT 97 TS o8
e ¢o weq @ wb
wiEEn FfGes sne e
oed e | GTEieT IS
e 218 8o (LS b Abars

~ Dhaka : Sam.tﬂny 11 July 2026

adp Beore T QT @ ©
TEE 00 iﬁﬁ?{ FAACE
o | WS 1% e
sfepmfa Term o s
FEAG! WA AHE

fof mme =mm, ‘Teeiv
L o 20l AGErE AT
20fb fim fe oreumm &

fifoar a1 amrs @I wUw
y8f fsw i pfe 7o
e T2 »f6 e e o
S |

g7 e T > W oo
mmqﬂmmﬁt
wiiE 4 e @ffE 59

mﬂmwmﬁﬁm._
' ‘e
AeTy T PR
WWWWW

AL,

WREF )
sy, At @ WA
bl Fgefedidg  cEEats

MY




e T ST, TR 3 @ oo e ey £

(IS

ol g . &
TR &R S, s were
7 (ermae Refereren @ e ww N
d3H #¥ FA0= ©f Jotc M FHW CMF T TN |
wifeseY eyl BEArE (2Buqawig) e
TEAH (T S & 73 o Y
TACTA TS Ro¢o T T IO SR
T WS »_mﬂaﬁng o T
mmmmmﬁ!‘mwm-
WTHE FIATT AT I ATLS T | &)
el BTHTE, AT (B @ AN PG FACAR
fe ] AR |

s oy 908, 1% 9F TS AEEE
AT T &7F 3 (FID Bo T THLA W] FAHIA
AT W brd 0UA | A(E AT o A T IOH
a7 formt, FEm 41 T TR T
(a7EED) T | TaThian ]
83 BT TFA €L b *ON TF @ FEAy

ETAE TAE TG 71 | 45 RoFes oFd-se
aﬁwfgrrmﬁw'wmwmhmﬁw
e o 9o aqfire wersfo @M @3
@3f T TR Fr-afirss IR @ wRAETER
wifEwt ey Sl soieeifs | P e o W

T S I Yrere frmiew (7R gl
e g enefa | wew «aare fife sEeE
WY @AY AGE, TS Y AT T SR
HeID (UL Ww | FfeE ¢ e Grew afs
gt

@ G Ea
AT TEAI Al TET FISTANE Te! | Qe

- 4 <N

(TCR TG TPIRTR T 2 1T, iR 2
7 @il ag Fid TGS 4T S 254 A9 |
GERERE (R R0 TR
7T GRfAfee Sl A Aeret o Foal

@ BT e R (e TS TE
ot @ sl T 2088 A ERETE
s sy b carei 4w 205e

Cel\Dey <plot
e

TR, SR80, 3038

AT FeFS T o 9 |

TLAEE FMY € TEOR RS TGS
e F67 = | aunme T e | e
TP ZACECHA O WA (U &M 5 TSI
TTE G weffRE fram  efSE mmm am e

. mwmwﬁﬁim

7 | wifEET € HefEa
HEBE TG GRS TS T B W0 |
9T Rerd wrge € TERETY
A A4 weraee ATE, FE R
fofes ‘(oom feforme's wEEe wF ams |

Tagaae fares aefes o7« w1 AITeE |
Bl wfews yrsm FaeE St | 9F
FEH Afeq &6 BT TS =WwHa o
TETT THE AL B T T | @ AT 9%
9% iy COrE T4 (Il @A T W
FTEAT AR (910 | WS @ TS weesifEa
e fergreamsw wieerere Fredm | Twef wwe
we 243 ge ot b 2ifEs T 4w oo
I (FI] WF 7 A1 efFrwd awme | e
mﬁﬁmwﬁﬁﬁgwmmmﬂm
(AT (51T | A A 4 (Fay (AHE,
couf Rfmnsadeas s s arm 9ots M
Trest AT T |

Ffanfa Frem wrofes wfw =9 o9 o= Freem
i FrmafEenae v was—a 998 T
AT =8 | (W e, W, ©Y @ WmiEE
FEF WS 4T AT VIR WA ARpifEre
=T | WS TAEfeT FoTEEA BAG (e
TS FAA (FT | T 4T 9 w7
TFE o124 I GARAD (S (N1 (A0S R |
T 5191 (WA (o A, A

YR € NG Franersr IowA 9 2we
TS T, T 4 TBA T SESIE S
TS (ST TS, T 92 @ 7

eI TS T ABRANE GO wasifEa
sl I @ iR T4 Tane, o
FpTTE T PR | o $S arEm e

| ISR W @ FREIE T O TS T |

fermst @ effSrpel TTYNE ARERER 9T SETR
W NGE FACe &9 | I o Fegws e
ATiiEs T AGA, @FERE Aree wow @
O ST 3 Prafefes afme m ey
Tl | EAS] AEpTE @RI TS TR
SR e o | vy SHeIE oo e
FF QA T AR YA A91Ea A 79
7z, Rfirrrears $fe, famm o weefnd
TR TR0 TN THAeE 79 e e
A | Frasf e Wy R e 79, sed
e 9+ feg wendt fran s vl

TS | AR LT ST TS T ¢
0N WY @y, TYfveey e @@ T
Frarem +(farEw v Twe o2 | o eofee
T P A TS TFEY A W
o, T, &9 @ AEE gew—ua greerEe At
v fAffee ware = |

TN O FET ST A A G4
1 AR WeE, o AfFe g weAfaadararsy |
GRS TENT GG OS] TA (O B
e firre wiew 1 1 B 91 ferreanae wiems)
AR T S T Yy S Sl A
WYL TH—ONF TS 7, T3 & TeATAE
TiEre FoTEi TAE S TEE |

|

TR 20%0 TR, G S¢ (4T 2 T T

— e Tl o 7B 0 b S| 67 WA

2 S» T4 80 TR 9 @, 1 R
R o i 3 Brerr A wE, GTE
@ @R TECiEE 4 gy «oieE «f
TPIR WESgE|

Hie ST T EFECRE 7 S
38 Wote AF TrEY 9 TE|
T, PR ARRRTAE (AT

R0 |

| TR | S TS 2038

PO AT

T B I o o R L ,

ST 2 M (WREHAE) T,
sl gfenrel, WS (FOTPR) €

45 TS I90E NI | JEUF AEE SFheiE
T (60 EieTe ® W, [EfEheE el
SISt sl, Eibe ARAT TR F0e!
G2 THEER RO crm SR AT

AfealEs W3 Aol wESl BEEALS
wroy gafiEr Fome e Be T e
e (remTeq), T T ufEves,
Fifaeifa Mo witw e @ AT Sifaie fom
Qe e TR , bei
CAiPes, T, Rreaiaerie, L FH
8 #f5q Are AW At e WEE

(wESEP) WesE dF =T Y TS
s00fb% @ bR afrm ored TE)

T AT SIS ARG R TE SR
A HER oveR w1 ARG eEEeE
(Fii=fe) sraeffs ol one, W i,
wayafeE, o, zee e o Fhfeles
o e v olle Wb e 9anE | TrTe R
TS, STAGEAE Fa5 4 @ aEelae aredal 71
gty et fofed sorm FamR =
g AR A e 2o, 11 R Teerm
% & 7Y ghe e fom

VEPIlR @3 wlbTEa A 4% CHEe Moy
W (AT WG| T, TREE 6
aferpet ream (fHaTsh) o S, At

T© B, St e |
i ; ; i |
weTE =3 B oY @O0 e @ e '
147 QE |




f“ii\':"l *Pl@r

9 TW W\WG

e meT T A- T AE AT (AT o AT W SEeRE (Y, o1 a AT o
T T T S, O W O T O TR ST o e i i AL, (R Ake
- ofwreReREn - - Tsferery fefan e e e om A

Teah w3 o IEAew fifee) - @ ewruend B 4T we @, urae S
= e T # meﬁimmlmtﬁiﬁm




CllOey plep

mawm-i&wﬁm&

T e o e T BhEE e AT S | TS WIE W
o (R TR O e IR JA S Fewie o
" ofebTe ST @ S S | s W ofie sy

coh S TSR E A, AR i - S . L

e o G e AR S TR wfE R

AR ST SR S TS SRR I R
AT HIENIYE ShE TORIAR STAEER TR
(TR ea) fBwwa firm var 5= arsw (Tpry @b Ay W '
WEAT AYFRE T 93 e s et |
IS e afane GaEe awe e =, faren o
AR 492 BT o oS TS ARES
et 3t R ansTsat w0
et reh Wi AW (UrE S e S Tt e
AEG FWETRC €Y SFEYI FEW | FE S THI ¢ Y
TEEeT AETE W S ATAY AT 3, dfiece e San
T2 2T EAETER SR e e e e v
TS SO SR ST U T 4
3T rw R P ¢ wefrrs T [id e e sy
B €7 Rem sy o) 9 Ty T, e, T=sT o ¥
2arp afeare A Serd Whe TR 39 aw, egfehey ¢
g orr ffse = o g Rreerd #lfiva o wewsy
wfearw TE T (o Ay, W g Fre e aresr @
Tteqy ofEFf w1 e SR BAEW T U M @3
weanE &fes S sl ¢ ey Towet ue TETR
T g w0 Reernd wlte v gemlE o, 9iEEanm
I S e el St SrEata s SEes
TS (7Y FEID |
WS AEI TR AT (IRE SRS T e
T T e TR IR SR e T

L il — R S e T

R




AL

e s gy vifFefe tsf
coreires forg A8 @ N IEIOH
ey | AR qE TR TSI S
e i o A 4TS 9%F IFe
T, TR 9%, BT T8 1% 99 W
| eifsranferera S17 sste SR EAfaE

e weit Sagw g (3FRE) wu
S, 7SR PN 4TS 203y WUIEE ©

_ |zem vao @i T o are | 96 S

.| e T 5 WA L8 TSI W 203
| waera @ <er ww & © weE doe @
wolE | A @ ST AfEedA T
e @ FeEBA o] =gens AfewEe
= FEYFE] % € FARCEA T |

whifes (Ffaawg ‘HT“;'

Q) o9 , 2038 T
mmﬁ m% A W6 T e WA
y38f o T T
b e 2w ﬁ%ﬁﬂgl ST
sabfB Tom TR 5 TR | Y 9T
FRAFE FTAIT TR TP
% | (7 fRrTe o 33 gEwEEs & T
Sifew TR | 203¢ TER W A
A ecfiae @f Syl e W T
farare | FEMNIYTEE efera S, sy
T & W Tw TACE 23 IS SR |
TSl ST I TE, (SRR

i 5171 @3 Teeae 9 IfE— TR
wrE dfesm firs woe weRy
fiwferg <= |
« #fRfFEEre s o fres Srrel @
wfieat | &P 5o T s e wEAITeTs |
Tafe TEw wres wEeS sREres
e T | SR T e — Frend
TR AT, (e e TRy
F7e FIER € 790 &9 AT 73, aff
9% 8 wwiEe Aeaee 37 Frm

W | §3 V0 A ST T gE
HFT | (B WS 4T T § Foprea Wfe
e g wreE SE 15 oSl T
IR | 47 £=E =Y e ER

T qT, TG, TIEL © WIETTHRER
TreaE Fuew Meere TEEEFOE

RIS ARIEE
1 W@ @ SdRE
@ﬁmm

CUl1os e

SfEreTE

TR, T 36, 03¢

6T WFH

FETen Sesn SArS AEE Al | T
Rt zem 7 P XBFDs 7T AT
HeTd T T4 I 71 | e THEEnE
fafirs (rerfie «fafyfers wa wfbs
A GOE | Y FTTHA WHASl, TS
Y] (TS WORS] A GEFATIFE-HEE
TR R AR AW @ TN TeuE (G

g | afs et
frerarer Y HEE L]
TR, SCE s fes B My w9
TS &Y WAL 9 WS AW
TR TS TACE AT EFETAA

I AT WEAS! & T Ao
corerE P o o OeTE e g
T wiftoace | R <8 I8 9FES
PR U= TRLHIGIE] FaCCH

@ HHD AISTE | SR eEoE TR A

FHEATe] GHEH YACS {1 AR FHEE
wrHiTe FEm, Tenm IET 2, (@FEE
e sy~ SEeanE TS 93t

T AT NE SIANGTE | TR aneer
HeFD A (o e Teeme, el
TS ¢ IS YAREEEE et

2 | TS S8 feame oS/ (FCE |

& STEE <% AF FHYA 5 9 TF
BeqE BT fSHR 51 R B ESNEE
s Yo TER @I BrEE vefE TENH
“ffEfere ems T | I @
sraear Bt 5t G s e
wref 729 3 | aYwe, At FIFH 9
e Aot TS 99 TR @
T T 757 i AER IS IS
i A e | wia ewgeld fm e,
afs Frem & REwars refiE
cwTE FawiEd 2fears yiey dfewed |
& 49T A SIS (TR O RS
€AW | @ TERE (U ST SIS Ao
(TR 3 9T (FIAT WoHH A WA
At A 4, © fAfee $e T3 1 vE
(Fae S ware T ¢ Fers Ao
fferg 141 93 7T | TR T IRASTER
spE A e e S w7 free gl
sifida wmre wiE Al

Wm,a%mm' wefrae AritenfE G g M
mwm-mmmmﬁmmw,w:ﬁmﬁw

efaeE o79 FAUs T | gEE e
fifve sws oy gnaafe ST eom
Fréafe Qe BATE A | (T ST RO
STTE (SR 1 G9R GF0

A% g o Em SN Q¥ AN
wifg | Ardfm w3 SEF O FO ST

@ Srew e TR Ui I,
1y gsiz g Sesw ¢ Rfat =Eemm
efewtrs o | o3 « shew b o

T

CRefRErsa JEETE AT TIE 7w
A0 | DS el TEs udEE 93
YT AR T & ASRENLS T
AT S1E PR WITSA G 958 TR
sqpefroqift s GG g farera
fafes Taie 81 A |

GFE 0% TUF @ R IS WAl
fefenm, udas © e F900 H, e
wEiA-Tw el T Fe ¢ $F A A
Hfests sl

qreafefes SIS T &V S WA |
g e, offaes e afshfy a3

RfeT e T @wt SweTE
BETETT W 4 (O0S A | @ ¥EEE
s St P

AT Fare AF |

AEICEE (AT T S 90 il
wifery | TSl g, FRYE] W, G
wews 3 [afe aferafie 5o 7 R
=i Fomre 0 | v e
Sy w: TaeE-Fe -y e
BRI AT (ST @ WS WAIH] A APS
o T | T (AP e Y wren
vy a3l frwa sreem 71; off aETTE
wefe, wmeg @3¢ LA e o
TR WA Y IR oS |

Wiz Tem gfeH : IR AfnETE

T
“ -




)

1o pler

B
q1\9\9

Cil'c’m\s?

[© THAA

PitE o+ fefe 08 e

weftates Bum wbre | Rrwe tofd
A e e, 2efe @ wTETR
i sifeamfE | g o Bag wee as fw
e fefe few, engfes wamifore of uam

7C FERE |
e (C=1B), TBIE w3 HfE

4L FI1E FET 997 T=@ 76
|« gem ey T AT
il ORI AT @A

7 ﬂf*@mwmﬁgfg%am
S, ST a1y
Fraifers | o oo,
! wﬁwﬁmwmﬁmm
1S I | FEES (e
(g=feh) (T TEa T e
afermfione Sawa o3| o 5, (Y
WARIEE 8 eI 7 «B AfFaeme
T GRS HE0?
e T
egfEers @eirwa
(HETq | JRFACR
mmmm

Rrde WRenEs der
TR @ | TR
aﬂﬂﬁe‘?ﬁrl
FRRE TE T TR
wmmmm
ﬁ%ﬁrﬁmwwmﬁm
wammﬁn"mmwwmﬁﬁe
ANGE FRE|
&% TR YR =8 B a5 wEe Bamw
wmlﬁmawmvﬁﬁ%
WWWWG
qﬁwﬁw%ﬁwmw
B1f%m1a o gy 73 wae AnfErena a1
A | T G A A A1 G
) ATAGAT THO W15 (4TS TR |
AhiTew @ fEfEh e #oiems o[ SreieT
TSGR € Cral 4TS |
ST S 208D I AL 15
AR s T & Lo e
2o ARTOrE SR YRS 5re A |
w!afwmmm@ﬂmmw

wqhﬁa!wwa«wmmm

mﬁmmﬁmmﬁzfﬁa TesAmere
ﬁmﬁgﬂ\m\swm

= Eﬂﬁ“ ofeed IS w3 9T

4T 2131 2038 A RBANEE e 2 S

FYAEA FTALE, TG A1 20 ois 71|

TR % 9 v A

AME, GEefe @ sAfeawmi wee 3759 AfEdE
F# (vane Aife wdwe 8 92 9 amn
=g qran | FEfefas aees @,

HfiaTHY darare
mmmmum

o it Twf,

wmwﬁ’@rmﬁ

92 SfrETe
o s e

et 4o wo Rye 2eme @3 o0 e
g NEoNs FIA AT ST |
7 wRh Aoy TR =y, = afevae

mmtaﬁ;ﬁrs mﬁﬁvﬂmem

fifes T90s 79| @8 7w Sl R g
SIS Tl BAEA A0 GTTSIE S
FALS %04, WIS fEfEbr o sRrregd west
WWW1WWW FAET @riE, wfierre
QT AT @R (PUCATET  SR STGE eEed
WWWWE

o etrei, @9 R, 3o S wafam wa
TR 39T FLAOTS FHe
@ﬂmmwmmm

G Tl
A

S/ WToPE AR A | WA A IS &4 oA T T
FIETa ET ST AR | T TIHH 098 A T G
wee oz {Bferew venme iy woe wstafes exfe W a=ne
BIZ0E | TR « 7S4S B49s 207, I ©f Fai T Serime,
wmte ¢ Tresieyes FlEm five Fae o)

ARG 0 S e
q@?

ﬁammhmamw
FATE 7 | Gerr! @ Fififa
| et et wivet 3teiTTE
Wﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ:{mmm
BiRH!, TR fﬁwmm
SIEIH, 47T o7 @
mwmﬁﬁfﬁﬁimﬁﬁﬂ
i @ ﬁmaﬁm ﬁaﬂ’rﬁ
I @ g ﬂﬁmww
TS WA |
=aaTETTEd Senal IS I
ZIow @ firs wdifon oy RN
EH, Aiibecde wifing w3 R feefag
AR APttt FrErmr, gdbat
T, mmewﬁmwmmmm

AT e wewi WS wE) By
AiiEes st @ & sfgeda afvefe
MWlmﬁeﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂF@cﬁw
!, FAAE TS, =G
mmm TN Y G BT
ST R FAT TR, T e
ﬂﬁm‘qﬁmmtawmmmwml
wfEt enfedros sy
GHIE, WO G b eEreee aEaen
i, ferm, FA, 791 @ SifE e
i‘rﬁwmﬁ——ﬁmwmm
TALE 54 | TR o o3l i
IR 916 9T JS TA|
TR G AwTE A | G o,
GAts FeTe!, afie wdfE @
7% ARESTR T TS 6 Aifehite oue
weine s | @3 i T8 T 7R, T
A T Wisel @ ey |
ARSI A U171 4G G 6 TR
WPE | & T P, e T, R,
TR ST @ TG A S
TGS G I 00 TA | & T
G TN TEAOT WA
GO iR I SaTer |
T mmmmmmm
m@iﬁﬁmm mfiee w3
st firmt Aot B
AR | A G2 M5fS yae fiw defefen
6Q Hole Ul B PR
T SIS [
T | ST e S T O @
FicEin 1ol 220 5l | 13 AR @
oA 2051 9 wFgee |
Y AL A0 A | ST ST 99 o
FO T WUHTE SET FOT ARG | TOT
FEGHIT 098 FEd T8 O TAITe S
T vama e we wdftafoe oqfe =y
FLE BIBE m&mmmmvﬁ
1 41 G ‘B
Wﬁﬁwwm|

® orafem Shvr, (Siftrge e 4m,
TSI TIHTS, ere! T : CTord ¥
ﬂﬁﬁm(ﬁﬁ@:mm

T, WS AfRmeS (e,
ST ST, Emmmﬂh

LR




(%o Ppler
DHAKA SUNDAY JULY 12, 2026

ASHAR 28, 1433 BS
The Baly Star

6 years on, Khulna’s
jute workers still
wait for jobs

DIPANKARR(W M:ufrlu

Nurul Haque lcf: Agall]hara in

Barishal for Khulna in 1993,

carrying hopes of a beller

future for his f. )
He joined 1>1a|.imnn Jubilee

Jute Mills Ltd as a temporary
worker and became permanent
13 wears later. He married in
Khalishpur, sold his family’s 3.5
bighas of ancestral land, and
brought his parents to Khulna,
hoping o build a stable life in
the city.

That dream shattered in July

2020 when the government
closed all 25 state-owned jute
mills under the Bangladesh
Juie Mills Corporation (BJMC)
10 put an end to the heavy losses
they inctirred and to modernise
the mills. The decision made

married. My voungest daughter
also could not continue her
study.” :
His son, Robiul, who hoped to
join the factory aflercompleﬁng
secondary. education, now
drives an easy-bike on the

around 39,000 workers jobless
in the Khulna region alone,

“l wanted to make sure all
my children could study,” Nurul
told The Daily Star. "But alter the
mill closed, my eldést daughter,
Sharabanti, had to discontinue
her college education due
financial problems. She later got

Alamnagar-Joragate route in
Khulna.

Nurul, however, has not given
up hope of getting his job back.

He said when the government
shut down the factories,
they were told that these
would reopen within three

6 years on, Khulna’s jute workers still

FROM PAGE 12

months under government
management and skilled workers like
.| them would be called back. “Six years
have passed; I'm still waiting.”

“The monev we received after the
factories’ closure has almost gone. I
spent nearly Tk 3 lakh on my parents’
treatment. Whatever little remains,
my son is using it to start a business, |
thought I would spend the rest of my life
in Khulna, but now it seems [may have to
return my village. But where would 1 go? 1
sold all my land,” he lamented.

Nurul’s story is one of thousands
who lost their livelihoods overnight,

When the mills stopped production,
the government said they would resume
within three months. However, the
promise never materialised.

Instead, the government has
gradually leased the factories to private
companies.

The latest is Crescent Jute Mills,
once the country’s largest state-owned
factory, which was leased last month
to Mahabub Group of Industries for 30
vears.

Khondaker Md Kamrul Islam,
general manager of the factory, said
there is no obligation for the firm to
produce jute goods. “The agreement
does not require the company to
manufacture jute products. It can
produce any product.”

BIMC data show that the mill
employed 2,768 permanent and 5,550
temporary workers when it closed.

Talking to this correspondent, Bilkis
Ara, a former temporary worker at
Crescent Jute Mills, said she spent 18
years there before it closed.

“We survived for a while on the
compensation money, but that has
long been exhausted. Now we struggle
to meet daily expenses. At my age, it is
difficult for me to find regular work.”

Bilkis urged the government to revive
the mills under state management.

According to BIMC, six of Khulna's
seven state-owned mills have been
selected for leasing, while one remains
tied up in litigation. Leasing processes
of four have already been completed.

“Tt is no longer feasible to operate the
mills under government management.
They will no longer be run by the
state, We are working to ensure that
the mills are operated under private
management,” said ASM Mamun Ur
Rahman, general manager and regional
coordinator of BIMC.

FALLOUT OF CLOSURE

The shutdown has wurned Khalishpur
and Daulatpur, once vibrant industrial
neighbourhoods, into  struggling
communities.

Thousands of businesses that
depended on mill workers have either
shut down or relocated. Houses built

for workers now stand empty.

Raju Hawlader, a house owner near
People's Gol Chatta in Khalishpur, said
he built 13 flats specifically for mill
workers.

“They [workers] used o rent Tk
4,500 to Tk 5,500 for a small flat a
month. Now five or six flats remain
vacant almost all vear. You can see the
“To Let’ signs everywhere,”

"Many workers sent their families
back to villages. Others left Khulna
altogether. The entire area now feels
like a ghost town.”

Lawyer Kudrat-E-Khuda, president
of Patkal Rokkay Sammilito Nagorik
Parishad, criticised the government's
policy of privatising the state-owned mills.

He opined that if the government
cannot operate the mills, it should
not lease them to private companies.
Instead, the factories should be
reopened through a government-to-
government (G2G) arrangement with
another country to protect workers'
interests. Alternatively, the mills could
be turned into limited companies
owned and jointly operated by workers
and other stakeholders, the lawyer
added.

« The jute mills in the Khulna region
used to produce a wide range of jute
goods, including carpet backing cloth,
jute varn, jute twine, and sacks for both
domestic use and export markets.
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Without ti timelv labour data.

o <¢ler

how will we know

if jobs are being created?

Md Asaduz Zaman

is business reporter ai The Daily Star. He can be

reached at asaduz zamanjubd@gmail.com.

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

In 2026, the latest labour force data
available on the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS) website is from
2024. This time gap is a result of
delays, dilemmas, and bureaucratic
red tape. The ongoing Labour Force
Survey (LFS) project ended when it
ran out of money. Meanwhile, the
data collection process has not even
started.

Unhke tht‘ Ccmsumf.r Price Index

are fundc,d lhmu;,ll the revenue
budget and published every month,
the LFS has always been carried out
on temporary financing. When the
project ends, so does the survey. The
last available guwarterly figures are
from October-December quarter of
2024 and the final report of 2024,
when the number of unemployed
people stood at 27.30 lakh, up from
26.6 lakh in the previous quarter.
Since then, the trail has been cold.
Due to lack of preparation by
both the ousted Awami League-
led government and the interim
administration, the project has yet
to make any meaningful progress.
The relevant file is still being shuffled
between the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and the Planning
Commission. This is despite the
current ruling party's election pledge
to generate employment for one crore
people within its first 18 months in
office. Six months on, authorities
have vet to prepare the project for
submission to the National Economic
Council (Ecnec). Worse, it appears
that data collection will not begin this

year, which would leave Bangladesh
without the labour force data of two
consecutive years.

This is not merely a bureaucratic
hiccup but rather appears to reflect
a policy choice by the government to
neglect the systematic analysis of the
labour market.

With just a year remaining on its
own timeline to create one crore jobs,
how can lh.c B‘JP admmsl.ratmn

auhu.-wd nhu‘: it has not prov ided
an updated estimate of how many
jobs already exist? A pledge without
a baseline is not a measurable target,
but merely a pre-election slogan.

The concerm is eéven more
pressing because reports of factory
closures and job cuts have become
increasingly common as many
large conglomerates struggle with
financial distress. Without timely
and credible labour market data, it
is impossible to determine whether
new jobs are offsetting these losses or
if overall employment is continuing
to deteriorate. For instance, factory
closures have led to significant job
losses, with 245 to 353 factories
reportedly shutting down between
August 2024 and November 2025 and
affecting at least 1,00,000 workers,
while labour unions suggest losses
may have reached 200,000-300,000
workers. In the garment sector alone,
according to one recent Prothom Alo
report, 20,000 workers were laid off
during the first six months of 2026.

To understand, why labour data
matters so much in the first place,

one need only look back at the July
2024 uprising. Whart set it off was
students and jobseekers having lo
watch as a quota system reserved a
large share of coveted government
positons based on traits that had
nothing to do with merit, while the
private sector wasn't creating enough
jobs to absorb everyone else. The
anger was towards the unfairness in

- an already insecure job market where

opportunity was scarce.

Of the 2624 lakh unemployed
counted in the last Labour Force
Survey, nearly nine lakh were
graduates—the highest jobless rate of
any education group, even as overall
joblessness had dipped. The picture
worsens upon deeper examination:
one in three graduates looking for
work last vear stayed jobless for up
to two vears; one in seven was out of
for one (o mozgears,andonem

l'“ 8] VGB IS.

Graduates who enter the job
market a year or two late often
carry that setback throughout their
careers, facing lower starting salaries,
slower promotions, and a persistent
earnings gap compared with peers
who secured employment on time.

Other countries have gradually
moved towards more frequent
and timelier labour market data
dissemination. India, for example,
is in the process of shifting from
quarterly to monthly unemployment
estimates, and Malaysia is following
a similar path. Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam, and Singapore publish
labour force statistics on a quarterly
basis.

Sri lanka's transition was gradual.
Before 1990, its Labour Force Survey
was conducted once every five vears.
Since 1990, however, it has been
carried out the survey regularly,
providing both quarterly and annual
labour market indicators. This
progressive approach has enabled
policymakers to access more timely
employment data to aid informed

decision - making.

Bangladesh has struggled 10
maintain a regular publication
schedule for labour force sl.ansu:lszi
creating significant data gaps a
makmnég it %cﬂt for policymakers,
businesses, and researchers to assess
labour market conditions accurately.
But it is the high time ‘to rethink
the publication frequency of labour
market data and conduct surveys at
least on a quarterly basis. This should

_in fact be the standard, not a distant

aspiration.
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TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026,

ILO assures cfmg labour

reforms in Bangladesh
PM, ILO chief discuss labour standards workplace safety

Stafi Correspondent

BANGLADESH and the
International Labour Or-
ganisation reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthen
cooperation on labour re-
forms, social protection,
workplace safety, and the
implementation of interna-
tional labour standards.

The fresh commitment
came during a courtesy
meeting between prime
minister Thrique Rahman
and ILO director general
Gilbert F Houngbo at the
Bangladesh Secretariat on
Monday:.

Their discussions cen-
tred also on expanding
employment opportunities
and preparing Bangladesh's
workforce for meeting the
demands of a rapidly evoly-
ing global labour market.

According to a statement
issued by the prime min-
ister'’s press wing, the two
sides reviewed the progress
in Bangladesh's readymade
garment sector, workplace

Prime minister Tariqgue Rahman and International Labour
Organisation director general Gilbert F Houngbo attend a
courtesy meeting at the Bangladesh Secretariat in the capital

on Monday.

safety initiatives, develpp-
ment of the informal labour
market, and the country’s ef-
forts to implement interna-
tional labour standards.

The meeting focused on
strengthening social security
for workers, enhancing skills
development programmes,
and building a more com-
petitive workforce capable

B

— Focus Bangla photo

of adapting to changes in the
global =employment land-
scape.

Besides, migration is-
sues featured prominently
in the discussion, with both
sides exc views on
safeguarding the rights and
welfare of migrant workers,
promoting safe and orderly
migration and expanding

cooperation to improve the

skills of overseas-bound
workers.
Prime minister reaf-

firmed his government's
commitment to ensuring a
worker-friendly and sustain-
able working environment,
saying that the protection of
workers' rights, occupation-
al safety, and compliance
with international labour
standards remained among
the government's highest
priorities. x
Houngbo welcomed the
government’s ongoing = re-
form efforts, saying that
Bangladesh's commitment

" to improving labour stand-

ards and implementing in-
ternational labour conven-
tions had been positively
recognised by the interna-
tional community.
He also expressed the
ILO's willingness to further
d its longstanding
partnership with Bangla-
desh and continue working

_closely with the government
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Houngbo also congratu-

ILO assures aiding labour

of the 81st ses-

to suppoﬂ the cmmtry's la- sm of '!im Unitﬂd Nations
Atmdlhenmﬂm. 1t~as- m
“chief congratulated )

describ-

it recog-
n of B lade: hW'
ing diplomaﬂc smnding an

ing office as prime minister. the global stage.

Among those present

lated the prime minister on at the meeting were la-
Bangladesh foreign minister bour minister Ariful Haque
Khalilur Rahman's election Chowdhury the prime min-

P
“MONDAY, JULY 20 2026

ister’s adviser on labour and
mnplnymant Mahdi Amin,
labour secretary Md Abdur
Rahman Tarafdar, foreign
ministry director general

(United Nations) Md Kam-

ruzzaman, ILO country di-
rector for Bangladesh Max
Tunon, and senior adviser to
the ILO director general Hi-

tomi Nakagome.
mmm m iﬂﬁwa
bl i S

. Staff Correspondent

reaffirmed their commitment
to deepening cooperation on
«| labour sector reforms, work-

ers’ rights, employment gen-
eration and compliance with
international labour stand-

ards, as the country seeks to
accelerate ongoing reforms in
the face of evolving global la-
bour market challenges.

The commitment was made
during a bilateral meeting he-
tween labour and employment
minister Ariful Haque Chowd-
hury and ILO director-general
Gilbert F Houngbo at the Bang-
ladesh Secretariat in the capital
on Sunday, according to the la-
The two sides discussed
labour law reforms, work-
place safety, social protection,
overseas employment and fu-

ILO DG Gilbert F Houngho
arrived in Dhaka on Sunday
morning on a two-day visit.

On the same day, ILO
chief also met with state

Dhaka ILO reaffirm
labour reform pledges

ILO DG meets minister Ariful, state minister Shama

minister for foreign affairs
Shama Obaed Islam.

During the meeting with
labour minister, the minis-
ter said that the government
remained committed to pro-
tecting workers' rights and
ensuring safe workplaces.

‘The enactment of the Bang-
ladesh Labour (Amendment)
Act, 2026 was a key milestone

in aligning the country’s labour

standards,’ -he added, noting
that Bangladesh had become
the first country in Asia to
ratify all 10 of the ILO's funda-
mental conventions.

Ariful also outlined a series
of ing reform initiatives,
including amendments to the
Bangladesh Labour -Rules,
2015; the establishment of a
tripartite National Social Dia-
logue Forum; an independent
alternative dispule resolution
mechanism; a digital case man-
agement system; and a national
Employment Injury Scheme.

He said thal a new Direc-
torate of Employment was
being established under the
ministry to expand employ-

ment opportunities at home % Az TeRmRg = R
and abroad through dis- ¥are =98 32 19 Y= TR FeoEe
trict- and upazila-level em- % FE TS qNE | T
ployment exchanges, while s¥=8t sEs soam R WW
promoting self-employment >gRifren w1 AW Wam ge aww,
and vocational training. ity wfees S, e svefaret
The minister stressed that fifswwse oo amsies v THTT

the government was commit- ey S e
ted to ensuring transparency b ﬁml

He said that efforts were
under way to send workers to
laysia, through transparent
procedures at lower costs.

Seeking greater techni-

T HAT] 3
WG T IR gﬂ?m
w s gy
W wiBens wEpfveR s
cal and institutional support T, 2% WIE FFLET BT AEG G
from the ILO to address tech- AT G| e
nological and global labour eI wbs
market challenges, the minis- | b
lersaldthatBangladeshhaclm
made substantial progress in

for Factories and Establish- 8
ments by recruiting addition- 39
al labour inspectars.
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THE BUSINESS STANDARD !

‘Workers in Bangladesh may lose - ..o
24 work days a year in extreme ==
} heat, report warns

donesia and Italy have reduced de-
pendencies on medical out-of-pock-
et expenditures between 22% and
44%, France and South Africa have
low dependency on medical out-of-
pocket expenditures of 7- 9%, the
report says.
)

‘ 183-239 days above 30°C

| annually in coming years

Most parts of Bangladesh are pro-
| jected to face high to very high hu-
|rmd1nr -based heat risk between 2020

CLIMATE CHANGE - BANGLADESH

WHY ﬁANGLADESH 1S HIGHLY VULNERABLE

| | TBS REPORT

i ; . h18 d h

! g ’ e —— » 183-239 hot days | informal workers lose 4 Powe 5"""39“ :::rf;?:gee:?t:g ;ozct{l,nzrangan:ﬁ:::
. Heat impact treatment to raise (>30°C) annually = | ~ income immediately - worsenheat During extreme heatwaves, pro-
| ! when unable to work ‘ exposure |

in many areas

| out-of-pocket health cost further,
' says adelphi global

oo mu,;f;

Bangladesh is expected to remain among the world'’s
most heat-exposed countries over the coming dec-
ades, exposing agriculture and construction work-
ers to loss of 23.75 working days annually by 2030
because of heat stress, says a new global report re-
leased yesterday.

Apart from cutting workers' incomes, heat impact
could lead to rising healthcare costs amid limited so-
cial protection, driving millions of households deeper
into financial hardship in Bangladesh, India and Nige-
ria, according to the report published by adelphi glob-
al, a Berlin-based independent think tank for environ-
mental and development policy research and analysis.
| The report, “Heat, Health and the Increasing Costs

ECONOMY BY
NUMBERS

of Living — A Call for Action”, analyses link between

heat, health and cost of living in eight countries with

| different contexts: Bangladesh, Brazil, France, India,

Indonesia, Italy, Nigeria and South Africa.

Across all sectors, annual working-hour losses are
projected to increase from 4.24% to 4.84%, translat-
ing into lower earnings for millions of workers, par-
ticularly those in the informal economy who lack

paid leave, health insurance and income protection, the
report projects about Bangladesh.

It also highlights Bangladesh's heavy reliance on out-
of-pocket healthcare spending. In 2023, 79.3% of total

health expenditure - up from 62% in 2002 - was paid

directly by households—one of the highest shares among
the countries studied.
‘“Apnua} per capita out-of-pocket medical spending has

surged by more than 830% since 2000, adding to the fi-
nancial pressure on families already facing climate-relat-
ed income losses.

“As heat intensifies in the future and related health ex|
penditures are expected to rise, Bangladesh’s heavy reliance
on private out of pocket spending is likely to increase the fi-
nancial burden of individual households,” reads the adelphi |
global report.
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RMG fu tﬁrjﬁnges on
policy reforms, Al and
sustainability: ex

Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESH'S ready-
made  garment industry
must move beyond ils low-
cost manufacturing model
by undertaking structural
pohcy rafurms emhrac-

logistics  infrastructure to
remain globally competitive
in the post-LDC era, experts
and policymakers said on
Tuesday.

The observations came
at the concluding session of
the two-day BAYLA Future
Summit 2026, organised
by the Bangladesh Apparel
Youth Leaders Alliance at
the Radisson Blu Dhaka Wa-

‘Think Beyond Today'.
Speakers said the global
apparel business was un-
dergoing a fundamental
transformation as buyers in-
creasingly prioritise sustain-
ability, traceability, digital

and quality, requiring Bang-
ladesh to rethink its long-
standing growth model.

Policy Exchange Bang-
ladesh chairman and chief
executive officer M Masrur
Reaz said the country's ap-
parel industry could no
longer depend on cheap la-
bour and preferential market
access to sustain its compet- WO
itive edge.

As Bangladesh prepares
for graduation from the
least developed country cat-
egory, he said manufacturers
would face tougher compe-
tiion from regional rivals
while losing preferential
trade benefits, making struc-
tural reforms unavoidable.

According to Reaz, fu-
ture competitiveness will
depend on diversifying into

and complying with increas
ingly stringent environmen-
tal, social and governance
standards.

He said global buyers
were introducing new re-
quirements such as the
“European Union's Digital
Product Passport and cir-
cular economy regulations,

and meaning competitive pric-

ing alone would no longer
ensure market access.

Reaz proposed a six-
point policy agenda cen-
tred on trade facilitation,
customs reforms, stronger
logistics, export diversifica-
tion, sustainability, indus-
trial automation and long-
term investment in human
capital.

He also highlighted the

“importance of strategic in-

frastructure, including the
Bay Terminal, to reduce
logistics costs and improve
export efficiency.

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan,
president of the Bangla-
desh Empluymdemhon

creating a need for continu-
ous learning and workforce
adaptation.
He noted that Al tech-
nologies are automating
tasks like fabric inspection,
enhancing  productivity,
and demanding new skills
without merely replacing

Eh.sa.n highlighted that
learning ability will be cru-
cial for future jobs and that
digitalisation should en-
compass all job sectors,

He called for manufac-
turers to view data as a stra-
tegic asset to meet buyer de-

- mands for transparency and
sustainability.

Moreover, he stressed the
importance of equipping
young people and women
in the garment industry
with skills in analytical

i communication,

thinking,
and sustainable pmcﬁces

£“)_ﬂ mﬂﬂﬂsmﬂ Pﬂl'f
ner of PwC
Shams Zaman said that
data would be the key driv-
er of Bangladesh's apparel
industry’s competitiveness
in the coming decade, with
global buyers increasingly
demanding transparency,
traceability and sustain-
ability alongside price and
quality. :

He urged manufacturers
to use data to improve oper-
ational efficiency, strength-
en supply chain resilience,
support Al adoption and
meet evolving global regu-
lations, positioning Bangla-
desh as an intelligent and
trusted sourcing destina-
tiom.

Prime minister’s adviser
and official spokesperson
Mahdi Amin said the gov-
ernment had made energy
security its highest priority,
acknowledging that gas and
electricity shortages contin-
ued to undermine industri-
al competitiveness.

He said Bangladesh’s
advantages — young work-
force, large domestic mar-
ket and policy continuity
— could only translate into
greater investment if energy
supplies became reliable
and the cost of doing busi-
ness declined.

The government, he

: WEDNESDAY JULY 22 2026

‘said, was working to sim-

plify bonded warehouse fa-
cilities, reduce bureaucratic
pracedures, develop indus-
trial parks and improve port
efficiency while investirg
in education, healthcare
and skills development,

Mahdi Amin also under-
scored the importance of
integrating technology into
manufacturing,  research
and development, logistics
and supply chains while
ensuring - that automation
enhanced productivity
without causing job losses.

He reiterated that sus-
tainable economic growth
must remain private sector-
led, supported by public-
private ~partnerships, for-
eign direct investment and
an enabling policy environ-
ment.

Dhaka Stock Exchange
managing director Nuzhat
Anwar said Bangladesh's
capital market remained an
underutilised source of in-
dustrial finance, with only
about one per cent of the
country's financing needs
currently met through eg-
uity markets. -

She encouraged textile
and apparel entrepreneurs
to look beyond bank bor-
rowing and raise long-term
capital through stock mar-
ket listings, arguing that
listed companies benefited
from stronger governance,
improved transparency and
more sustainable financing.

Nuzhat Anwar said re-
forms had reduced initial
public offering approval
times from around 18
months to just 50 days and
disclosed that the DSE was
preparing to launch an en-
vironmental, social and
governance index, where
textile companies were
expected to feature promi-
nently because of their sus-
tainability performance.

She said stre
ing the capital market
would diversify financing
sources and further sup-
port industrial expansion as
Bangladesh enters a more
competitive global trading
environment.
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people, especially those employed in agricu

efits including paid leaves
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Mitigating heat stress
on informal workers

Exposure to sweltering summer heat is not a new experience for the working
Iture, construction, rickshaw
driving and pushcart-pulling, street vending, and so on, in Bangladesh. These
le are not regular employees protected by service rules entitled to various
; they are daily wage-earning manual labourers, _
They dominate the country's labour market. But, of late, even these informal
workers are finding it very hard to cope with the extreme heatwaves, a fallout
from climate change. No wonder the extreme heat is sapping their energy and

as such productivity. However, the impact of intense and prolonged
heatwaves on the work and productivity of informal workers have been

studied by 'adelphiglobal’, a German think tank, which has recently published
areport titled, 'Heat, Health and Increasing Cost of Living -- A Call for Action'.

The report identified Bangladesh as one of the countries most vulnerable to
the combined economic impacts of climate chan ge-induced extreme heat.
According to the analysis, workers in Bangladesh's agriculture and
construction sectors are projected to lose around 24 working days annually
because of heat stress by 2030, Needless to say, the climate-induced
heatwaves have been affecting informal employment in terms of increased

health costs. The said study has also found that prolonged heatwaves trigger a

financial double bind for Bangladesh's millions of informal workers as
extreme temperature forces them to shorten shifts or miss work entirely. In
that case, informal workers often resort to adjusting work hours to early

mornings and late E?enTn"%s

ability to adapt. Because a
As part of its social safety net,
the government would do well
to cover the medical expenses
of the informal workers or
make the medical service
entirely firee for them

circumstances, the challenge before the poli

deep financial hardship.

these medical costs may come u
As part of its social safety net,

to cooling. Against this backdro
adaptation, public health and la

“people at the centre of climate adaptation.

, but widespread poverty severely limits their
most all women in agriculture and a vast majority of

labourers in construction sector
operate informally without paid
leave or income protection, eve
lost hour translates into lost food
and wages.

Unsurprisingly, as the estimates
£0,in 2024, Bangladesh lost an
estimated $24 billion in labour
income and productivity due to
extreme heat, which is
equivalent to about 5.0 per cent
of the country's GDP. These are
natural factors causing such a

colossal amount ofincome and productivity loss to the nation. Under the
cymakers and the public would be
to adopt smart strategies, if not entirely ride out the vagaries of nature. Since
it concerns working people living from day to day and unprotected by the
government or society at large, there is need for extendin g governmental as
well as social support to them so they can make up for the lost incomes due to
extreme heat. Also, heat-related ilinesses (dehydration, heat stroke) and
exhausting chronic conditions drive poor workers and their households into
Now with one of the heaviest personal healthcare
burdens globally, that is, over 79 per cent of total health expenditures being
paid directly out of pocket (OOP), its impact on the daily labourers and their
households is not hard to understand. In fact, for the poorest households,
to 35 per cent of their average income.
e government would do well to cover the
medical expenses of the informal workers or make the medical service
entirely free for them, Piling on their woes, urban slum dwellers who have
power connections, face higher electricity bills while simultaneously
enduring dangerous indoor tem peratures. But they have limited or no access
, the country can no longer treat cli mate
ur protection as separate issues. The
- Bovernment, on its part, needs to take a coordinated approach to place
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by Md Bakhtiar Uddin

ENERATING employment

Temains one c:ftheb’li s

challenges for Banglades
labour market has remained sluggish
far years, while political uncertainty
during the interim government's
tenure and volatility in global energy
markets following the Iran-US-Israel

conflict have further dampened inves-

tor confidence. Theﬂfeconnmfoh hslls
experienced years of largely jobless
growth, leaving an expanding labour
force increasingly frustrated.

The burden falls most heavily on
educated young people. According
to the latest Labourl:iblt:e Survey,
unemployment stands at 1.96 per cent
among those with primary education
and 2.91 per cent among those with

A
LABOUR MIGRATION

Costs needs to com

1O« Pl

SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2028,

Migre-

migration costs were capped at Tk
165,000 for Saudi Arabia, Tk 160,000
for Malaysia and Tk 262,270 for Sin-
gapare. In practice, however, workers
routinely pay several times these of-
ficial limits, exposing the gap between
policy and enforcement.

A major reason is the country’s
deeply layered recruitment system.
Most Bangladeshi recruiting agencies
do not obtain demand letters directly
from overseas employers. Instead,
they purchase them through multiple
intermediaries abroad before passing
them through another network of bro-
kers inside Bangladesh. At every stage,

secondary education, but rises sharply commissions and mark-ups are added,

to 13.54 per cent among tertiary gradu-
ates, reflecting the shortage of quality
jobs inl_thgformnl seclor. cesbt o

ernment’s plan to send 10 million
.| workers abroad over the next five
-| years could become an important
strategy for easing ; nt
and making better use of the country’s
demographic dividend. Yet ambitious
targets alone will not deliver results.
Bangladesh’s overseas employment
system continues to suffer from weak
governance, inefficient recruitment
practices and persistent bottlenecks,
both at home and in major destina-
tion countries. Unless these structural
problems are addressed, increasing
the number of migrant workers will
remain an aspiration rather than an
achievement.

The greatest obstacle is the ex-
traordinarily high cost of migration.
Although Vietnamese workers pay the
highest recruitment fees in absolute
terms, Bangladeshi migrants bear the
highest burden relative to their earn-
ings. A Bangladeshi worker typically
spends around TK 678,000 to secure
overseas employment, equivalent to
about'15 months’ salary, and nearly 20
months in the Bangladesh-Saudi Ara-
bia corridor. By comparison, migration
costs in Bangladesh are four to five
times higher than in India, Indonesia,
the Philippines and Sri Lanka, making

- pverseas employment far less afford-

organisations, including

.with the final hill borne entirely by
migrant workers. What should be a
regulated recruitment process has
become a chain of rent-seeking that
inflates costs without improving
services.

The Overseas Employment and
Migrants Act 2013 requires employ-
ers to bear the cost of workers' return
travel. Yet, this provision is frequently
ignored, with migrants often paying
for airfares themselves. In some cases,
intermediaries even negotiate lower
wages than those specified in employ-
ment contracts while paying inflated
prices for demand letters, further erod-
ing workers' earnings before they have
‘even begiin their jobs.

Market dynamics have also
changed. Demand for low-skilled
workers in Gulf countries has weak-
ened, while Bangladesh continues
to supply large numbers of workers
with limited skills, This imbalance
reduces workers’ bargaining power
and drives recruitment costs higher.
By contrast, skilled workers and

_professionals often migrate at much
lower cost because their expertise is
in demand. The experience of female
domestic workers illustrates this point.
As demand for domestic workers
remains strong, their recruitment costs
have fallen significantly despite the
same recruitment system. This dem-
onstrates that stronger demand and
better skills can substantially reduce
migration costs.

Beyond recruitment fees, mi-
grants also face inflated expenses for
passports, police clearance, medical

~ examinations and air travel. Corrup-

* tion and inefficiency

in these services
further increase the financial burden,

85

orcing many workers to borrow heav-
ily before departure and leaving them
trapped in debt for months after reach-
ing their destinations,

Political influence within the
recruitment industry has compounded
these problems. Several recruiting
agency owners have entered politics,
creating conflicts of interest that
weaken oversight. The arrest of former
lawmaker Mohammad Shahid Alam

- in Kuwait on charges including visa

trading and bribery highlighted how
politically connected actors could ma-
nipulate recruitment for enormous fi-
nancial gain. Such cases illustrate how
governance failures inflate migration
costs while undermining Bangladesh's
international reputation.

High migration costs also create
risks for destination countries. Work-
ers burdened by debt may resort to
unauthorised employment or other
unlawful activities simply to recover
their investment. Malaysia's govern-
ment-to-government recruitment
scheme, introduced in 2012, initially
reduced migration costs to around
one-seventh of market rates. Although
the initiative ultimately faltered be-
‘cause of malpractice and reni-seeking,
it demonstrated that transparent
recruitment systems can dramatically
lower costs when properly managed.

The current system alsoc makes
averseas employment accessible
mainly to relatively wealthier house-
holds that can afford the upfront
costs. Poorer families are often exclud-
ed despite needing migration opportu-
nities the most. As a result, remittance
income increasingly benefits those
already better off, reinforcing rather
than reducing rural inequality. If
overseas employment is to contribute
meaningfully to inclusive develop-
ment and unemployment reduction,
access must become fairer and more
affordable.

Sending 10 million workers abroad
is an ambitious objective, but it cannot
succeed without fundamental reforms.
The government must enforce existing
cost ceilings, dismantle exploitative
brokerage networks, strengthen over-
sight of recruiting agencies and ex-
pand direct recruitment arrangements
with destination countries. Greater
investment in skills development,
transparent digital recruitment and
corruption-free public services would
further reduce costs while improving
waorkers' bargaining power. Bangla-
desh’s overseas employment strategy
should not be judged by the number
of workers it sends abroad, but by
whether migration becomes safe, af-

~ fordable and genuinely beneficial for

those who seek a better future.
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Sluggish RMG exports

unlikely to rebound
in coming months

Dragging war, oil shock and mounting inventories overshadow
the relative clarity brought by new US tariffs

REFAYET ULL*\H ‘H]RDHA

' Ihe country’s s!ugglsh garmmt ewports

are unlikely to recover in the coming
months as the war in the Gulf drives
up energy costs, feeds inflation in key
Western markets and leaves retailers
with more unsold stock, according
to exporters and major international
buyers.

Apparel makers say buyers remain
cautious and are avoiding large orders,
even though uncertainty over US tarifls
has eased.

Fresh apparel orders largely depend

* on retail sales in the United States and

Europe. But the dragging US-Israel's
war on Iran has triggered an energy
shock that is rippling through the global
economy.

Higher energy prices have pushed up
inflation in Bangladesh’s main export
markets, weakening demand for clothing
in Europe, Asia and the US. At home,
rising energy costs have also increased
production costs for manufacturers,

“We are facing a perfect storm now,”
said Abrar H Sayem, director of Sayem
Group, which supplies clothing to brands
including US Polo Assn, British Ben
Sherman and Furopean fast-fashion
retailer NewYorker,

The country's readymade garment
(RMG) sector earned $38.70 billion in
the recently concluded fiscal year 2025-
26 (July-June), down 1.64 percent from
$39.35 billion in FY25, according to
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data.

The FY26 decline was largely blamed
on months of uncenmnt} over US 1anﬂ‘s.

the newly annou nced t;u-l_ff unchanged a[ l

10 percent on Friday, easing one source

KEY CHALLENGES

(3] |
!

Possible
loss of
EUGSP in
future

War, high ‘ Gos crisis |
oil prices | and high
ondold - | interest
inventory | rates

STRATEGY &
COMPETITION

of uncertainty, exporters say the broader
market remains weak.

“The order placement is still slow as
the global volatility is lingering,” said AK
Azad, managing director of Ha-Meem

Group, a leading garment exporter to the
US.

The war, oil prices and old inventories
have been affecting buyers’ decisions,
Azad added.

“Western buyers are also going
through a difficult period, which has
affected their purchasing decisions,” said
Tapan Chowdhury, managing director
of Square Apparels, which also exports
garments to the US and Europe.

“We have the challenges of continued
| - supply, but still we are hopeful
that the market will recover in the near
Future." he also said.

%Wm

il

Meanwhile, exporters also say the
country’s heavy reliance on five basic
garment items has left the industry
vulnerable in an oversupplied market
marked by intense price competition.

Western buyers say the country’s
export performance is unlikely to
improve over the long term unless it
shifts towards higher-value products.

Bangladesh mainly exports trousers,
T-shirts, formal woven shirts, underwear
and sweaters. Together, these account
for 78 percent of total garment exports,
while about 95 percent of factories
produce these five categories.

"Our old' model of selling basic
garments is no more relevant as India has
been showing resilience in this segment

recently because of incentives paid to
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THE BUSINESS STANDARD
WEDNESDAY 08.07.2026
Malaysia reopens
labour market
for Bangladeshis,
others to follow
soon: Minister

MIGRATION - SYLHET

TBS REPORT

Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Ariful Hague
Chowdhury has said Malaysia has
reopened its labour market for Bang-
ladeshi workers and several other
overseas destinations, including key
Middle Eastern countries, are ex-
pected to follow soon.

“Malaysia reopened its labour
market yesterday. The Middle East-
em markets will .also reopen very
soon,” the minister told reporters
after meeting US Ambassador to
Bangladesh Brent T Christensen at
the Sylhet Circuit House yesterday.

He said Bangladesh also expects
labour markets in Japan, South Ko-
rea, Oman, Mauritius and Saudi Ara-
bia to reopen in the near future.

Ariful Haque said his meeting
with the US ambassador focused on
Bangladesh-US relations, economic
cooperation and the development of
the Sylhet region,

ThehvomdesdiscassedSylhetsde—
velopment, bilateral trade and invest-
ment, and the contribution of Bangla-
deshi expatriates living in the United
States, he said.

s Malaysia reopens

m m m ﬂ-ﬂ mﬁ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

T HmE 1he meeting was attended by Labour and Employment Secretary
m 9 W L 'I'Eﬁ Md Abdur Rahman Tarafder, Acting Deputy Commissioner of Syl-
‘ het Pinki Saha and other senior officials.

w==  Earlier in the day, Ambassador Christensen met Commerce, In-
o dustries, Textiles and Jute Minister Khandaker Abdul Muktadir in
| Sylhet. They discussed prospects for increasing US investment in
the Sylhet region, expanding bilateral trade and strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation, alongside the contribution of the Bangladeshi

, minister said the discussions also covered Sylhet’s cultural her-
d itage, tourism potential and opportunities to accelerate the re-
gion's development by leveraging US technological expertise,
He expressed hope that such engagements would further
deepen Bangladesh-US friendship, strengthen people-to-peo-
ple ties and promote greater economic cooperation.
B The ambassador later held a separate meeting with Sylhet
City Corporation Administrator Abdul Qayyum Chowdhury be-
fore visiting several of the city’s landmarks, including the histor-
ic Keane Bridge, Ali Amjad’s Clock and the Chandnighat area,
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pare exports to major

WEDNESDAY \Y, JULY 8, 2026,

markets drop in FY26

Saddam Hassain $21.16 billion, and woven : e s o ;
—_— garment exports Blippi:}g . Country / Region FY26 Change
BANGLADESH'S  ready- 0.61 per cent to $18.08 bil- ;
made garment export earn- lion from $18.19 billion. == s 7745 7545 4+ +2.63
mgsreg;stnmdamd According to the EPB ; i :
performance across major data, Bangladesh exported E Germany 4381 4950 4 -11.50
destinations in the financial RMG items worth $19.06
year 2025-26, with gains in billion to European Union m UK 4389 4349 4+ +0.91
some markets unable to off- countries in FY26, down
set an overall decline in total 3.31 per cent from $19.71 ¢
earnings. billion in FY25, E Spain 3602 3389 % 500
According to the Export The EU's share of the :
Promotion Bureau’s country-  country’s total RMG earn- I l France 1968 2156 4+ -8.74
wise detailed export data, ings also slipped below the : :
the country’s RMG manu- halfway mark for the first s Netheriands 2170 2088 + #3539
facturers earned $38.70 time in recent years, falling
billion in FY26, a 1.64 per to49.25percentfrom50.10 [ [ naty 1420 1539 4+ -7.78
cent decline from $39.35 bil- per cent a year earlier. ; : il S e AP LT e i CRE : e
lion in FY25. In contrast, earnings from [ Overall EU 19060 19712 $ -3.31
In FY26, Bangladesh’s the United States, the d:ﬁingle : '
merchandise exports largest individual tina- &8 canada 1344 302 +3.20
reached $48 billion, with tion for the country’s ex- l i ' . *
the RMG sector contributing - porters, rose 2.63 per cent o Nontraditional
about 81 per cent of total ex- $7.74 billion in FY26 from @ markets 6164 6437 4 -4.25
earnings. $7.55 billion in FY25, lifting
Both major product cat- the US share of total revenue In million doilar Source: EPB
egories contributed to the to 20.01 per cent from 19.18 ;
overall fall, with knitwear percent. Canada. Exports to the UK from $4.35 billion, with its while shipments to Canada

exports declining 2.53 per
cent lo $20.62 billion from

Continued from B1
$1.34 billion from $1.30
billion, taking its share to
3.47 per cent from 3.31 per
cent.

Among the EU coun-
tries, Germany remained
Bangladesh's largest export
destination despite a sieep
11,50 per cent decline to
$4.38 billion in FY26 from
$4.95 billion in FY25, ac-
cording to the EPB data.

Performance across the
bloc’s other major buyers
was similarly uneven.

Spain posted growth of
6 per cent to $3.60 hillion,
and the Netherlands rose
3.91 per cent to $2.17 bil-
lion, while France fell 8.74
per cent to $1.97 billion
and Italy declined 7.78 per
cent to $1.42 billion.

Poland, meanwhile,
grew 9.80 per cent to $1.87
billion, underlining the di-
vergence in demand from
one EU market to the next.

Regarding apparel ex-
poris, countries such as
the US, Canada, the UK,
and the EU are considered
traditional markets, while
other countries are deemed

_non-traditional.

Japan, Australia, Russia,

‘Bangladesh also secured
growth from the UK and

India, China, South Korea,

rose very
per cent to $4.39 billion

slightly by 0.91
cent Erom

the UAE, Malaysia, Brazil,
and Mexico are among the
major non-traditional ex-
port destinations.

In FYZ26, overall exporl
earnings from non-tradi-
tional markets fell 4.25 per
cent to $6.16 billion from
$6.44 billion in FY25, with
the segment’s share of to-
tal RMG exports easing to
15.93 per cent from 16.36
per cent — though the pic-
ture again varied sharply by
country,

Japan remained the lead-
ing non-traditional destina-
tion despite a 4.28 per cent
decline to $1.13 billion,
while Australia fell 9.14 per
cent to $739.23 million and
India  dropped 11.40 per
cent to $570.77 million.

Turkey and South Korea
also posted declines, down
10.90 per cent to $400.87
million and 10.81 per cent
to $367.08 million, respec-
tively, while Russia record-
ed the steepest fall among
major markets, plunging
29.88 per cent to $228.78
million from $326.28 mil-
lion.

Bangladesh

Garment

Manufacturers and Export-

@9

Mahmud Hasan Khan said
the overall annual decline
underscored  persistent
struggles, including uncer-
tainty over the US tariff and
intensifying competition in
the EU market.

He also added that India
and Vietnam continued to
benefit from their respec-
tive free trade agreements
with the EU, eroding Bang-
ladesh’s competitiveness in
key markets.

On the domestic front,
he said, the energy crisis —
particularly the acute gas
shortage — had forced fac-
tories to operate well below
capacity, reducing efficien-
cy and adding to financial
pressure on manufacturers.

Capital machinery im-
ports for the garment and
textile sectors had also de-
clined in recent months,
he noted, signalling a slow-
down in capacity expan-
sion.

“The cost of doing busi-
ness has also escalated
alarmingly, with bank in-
terest rates hovering above
fourteen to fifteen per cent,
recurrent electricity tariff

“hikes, and the compound-

11.05 per cent,

ing burden of annual wage
increments,” he added.

These combined pres-
sures had left many manu-
facturers in a precarious
position, with a significant
number already shutting
down operations, he added.

Echoing similar con-
cerns, Bangladesh Knit-
wear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association ex-
ecutive president Fazlee
Shamim Ehsan said overall
exports had declined due
to weak global demand and
inadequate prices offered
by buyers despite sharp in-
creases in the costs of wag-
es, varn, dyes, chemicals,
energy and other produc-
tion inputs.

He also said that many
factories had incurred loss-
es or shut down altogether,
contributing to the coun-
try’'s overall negative export
performance.

Mahmud Hasan Khan
said the overall trend high-
lighted the urgent need for
structural reforms in en-
ergy, finance, logistics and
trade policy to safeguard
Bangladesh's competitive-
ness in an increasingly
challenging global market.

share edging up to 11.34 per grew by 3.20 per cent io
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BGMEA eyes Chinese investment,
tech partnershlp

STAR Bl'S[NESS Rl~ I-‘Oll'l

Bangladeqha garmem manufauurcru
and Chinese business leaders have agreed
o explore joint ventures, technology
transfer and sustainable manufacturing
initiatives to attract more Chinese
investment and strengthen the country’s
ready-made garment (RMG) sector.

The understanding came at a high
level meeting between the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) and the Overseas
Chinese Association in Bangladesh
(OCAIB) at the BGMEA Complex in Uttara,
Dhaka, on Saturday.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice president
of BGMEA, chaired the meeting, which
was attended by BGMEA Vice Presidents
Md Rezwan Selim, Vidiva Amrit Khan and
Shehab Udduza Chowdhury.

The 13-member Chinese delegation was
headed by OCAIB President Felix Chang
WYC, along with Vice Presidents Andy
Chan, Cliff Ren, Lisa Lu and Joel Wong.

According to a BGMEA press release,
the discussions focused on four key
areas: joint ventures and factory
acquisitions, streamlined customs and
regulatory procedures, sustainability and
green initiatives, and automation and
technological modernisation.

The two sides discussed encouraging
direct Chinese investment and joint

ventures in  Bangladesh's RMG and
backward linkage industries, They
also explored reviving struggling or
closed factories through full ownership
acquisitions or joint equity partnerships
to bring in fresh investment.

They stressed the need for an effective
one-stop service 1o reduce bureaucratic
delays in customs and bond procedures,
speed up machinery clearance and
shorten lead times, helping lower the cost
of doing business.

PHOTO: STAR/FILE

The meeting also explored using

China's advanced green technologies and

expertise to promote circular fashion,

renewable energy and reduce carbon
emissions in Bangladeshi factories.

Both sides discussed expanding

technical cooperation to integrate
artificial intelligence (Al) technologies and
automated machinery to help prepare
the RMG sector for the Fourth Industrial
Revolution (41R).

The OCAIB delegation also expressed

interest in developing a carbon trading|
market in Bangladesh and proposed an
exchange scheme for the sweater industry,
offering to supply modern machinery in
return for older jacquard machines.

However, the delegation said these
initiatives could face delays due to complex
customs procedures and administrative
botdenecks, and sought BGMEA’s
support in addressing the issues,

In response, BGMEA leaders said 1he=y
would raise the regulatory concerns with
the National Board of Revenue (NBR) and
the relevant ministries. They also said that
local entrepreneurs were keen to partner
with Chinese investors in both running
and closed factories and pledged to create
an effective matchmaking platform. -

BGMEA leaders said Bangladesh is
focusing on  producing higher-value
products and expanding sustainable |
apparel manufacturing. They added
that closer cooperation with DCAIB|
would help the industry benefit from
China’s expertise in backward linkage
industries and advanced technologies,
strengthening the global competitiveness
of Bangladesh's RMG sector.

OCAIB President Felix Chang praised
the resilience and growth of Bangladesh’s
garment industry and reaffirmed the
association’s commitment to bringing
new investment and technical support to
the sector.
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Fewer US buyers take

Moinul Haque

BANGLADESH’S utilisation
rate among US fashion com-
panies has sharply fallen
in 2026, while slow speed-
to-market, limited supply
chain flexibility, and com-
pliance concerns remain
major challenges though
the country stays one of
the world's leading apparel
sourcing destinations.
According to the 2026
USFIA Benchmarking Study
that covered until May,
which was released on Mon-
day, Bangladesh's utilisation
rate dropped to 78.9 per cent

in 2026 from 88.2 per cent a
year earlier,

Utilisation rate refers to
the frequency with which
a sourcing destination was
used divided by the total
number of survey respond-
ents, d
The report said that
Bangladesh had tied with
Vietnam, Cambodia, and In-
donesia as the most-utilised
apparel sourcing destination
in 2026 based on the utilisa-
tion rate.

However, it said, utilisa-
tion rates among the major
Asian sourcing destinations

@5

RMG from Bangladesh

'US fashion firms | 47.4pc of
expand sourcing to - companies
49 countries, up | % Plan to cut
from 46 in 2025 |

supplier base

Non-Asian = Asia's share
regions capture  of US brands
decade-high ' falls to 70.8pe
15.8pc share . from 72.6pc
! Vietnam's
i share
Bangladesh's dropsto  Most brands’
sharefallsto | S8pe from sourcing under
47pcfrom Sepe | #P 76pc | 40pe from China
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Fewer US buyers take RMG

Continued from page 1

had declined compared
to the 2025 survey.

China's utilisation rate
fell from 100 per cent to 73
per cent, while Vietnam's
dropped from 100 per cent
to about 78 per cent,

The report, however, em-
phasised that the decline in
Bangladesh’s utilisation rate
should not be interpreted as
a loss of competitiveness.

Instead, it said, the de-
cline reflected a broader
transformation in global
sourcing strategies.

to the
US brands identified presi-
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The report also found
that China and Vietnam *
were perceived to face the
highest risk from future US
import trade barriers, while
Bangladesh, India, and Cam-
bodia were considered to
face moderate risk.

dent Trump's protectionist ~ The sur

trade policies as their biggest

of Bangladesh's weakest
competitive areas.

Bangladesh received a
score of only 2.3 on 5 for
speed to market, reﬂactmg
persistent  logistical
straints and the muntry‘s
geographical distance from
major consumer markets, it
said,

* While Bangladesh contin-
ued to excel in cost-efficient,

large-scale production, its volume

longer lead times became a

business challenge in 2026, markin 3 St was comiadthomirate;
e

reduce their sourcing expo-
sure to countries considered
most vulnerable to future
trade restrictions, particu-
larly China and Vietnam.

Meanwhile, three non-
Asian countries — Guate-
mala, Egypt, and Jordan
— climbed to the top 10
sourcing destinations in
2026, with all of them re-
cording higher utilisation
rates than a year earlier.

According to the report,
protectionist US trade poli-
cies and tariff-related un-
certainties remained the
fashion industry’s biggest
business challenge in 2026,
with 92 per cent of the sur-
veyed companies identify-
ing them as their primary
concern.,

It said that the average
applied US tariff on apparel
imports had increased to
21.6 per cent in May 2026
from 15.2 per cent before
the start of President Donald

accounted for 11.3 per cent
of US apparel imports by
value, placing it second only
to Vietnam, which held a
22.2 per cent share, while
China’s share declined to 9.7
per cent.

Nearly 47 per cent of the
surveyed companies re-
ported that Bangladesh rep-
resented more than 10 per
cent of their total sourcing
value or volume, highlight-
ing the country’s continued
strategic importance to glob-
al buyers.

Banglﬂ.dsah was expected
to r;r&a:n a dominant force
in al apparel sourcing
through 2028.

However, it said, sustain-
ing that position would de-
pend on the country’s ability
to improve logistics, reduce
lead times, strengthen do-
mestic textile production,
enhance labour and envi-
ronmental compliance, and
increase manufacturing
flexibility while preserving
its long-standing cost advan-

Despite these achieve- tage.

ments, the report identified
the speed to market as one

The report almhlgh
hghtadBangladaahs

S e

flexibility in accommodat-
ingsma]le:andspecﬂa]had
Itaaldthat

had received a minimum

order quantity score of 2.6,
significantly below China's

According 1o the study,
&xismdmtadthmﬂang
ladesh remained

4.8, and India, which sodred
4.0.

Mastthl;s m&m
panies, the report still
depended

dependence on
imported inputs and lim-
iting its ability to slmrte:s
production lead times.

Bangladesh received a I’
bour and social compliance
score of 2.2 and an environ-
mental compliance score
of 2.4, placing it among the
lowar—pm'furmmg sourcing
destinations in these areas,
it also said.

According to the report,
improving traceability, la-
bour standards, and en-
vironmental performance
would be essential as in-
ternational brands faced
inmingl}' stringent l‘BEﬂ"

requirements,
c.ludina the Uyghur Forced
Labor‘ Prevention Act and
Extended Produc-

er Res laws.
The study found that
Bangladesh was perceived
as C amlahwﬂyhish
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STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Textile millers yesterday urged the

' nt to introduce a special
refinancing scheme for existing loans
to export-oriented primary textile
industries with a maximum interest
rate of 5 percent. :

The millers made the demand during
a meeting with Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman at his secretariat office
in Dhaka. Bangladesh Textle Mills
Association (BTMA) President Showkat
Aziz Russell led the delegation.

They also urged the government
to quickly implement the announced
Tk 20,000 crore working capital
support - package through
simplified  procedures, project-
based Credit Information Bureau
(CIB) assessments, and temporary
relaxation of CIB requirements
for closed or partially operational
industrial enterprises.

They also sought the adoption of a
competitive policy framework through
a coordinated tariff and tax structure,

THURSDAY JULY 23, 20!
SRABAN 8, 1433 BS \

The By Star

financial support measures, and export
promotion policies for the primary |
textile and export-oriented

(RMG) industries in line with those of
competing countries.

They also urged the Prime Minister’s
Office to ensure the prompt and
efficient delivery of government
services to export-oriented industries.

In response, the prime minister
directed the formation of a high-level
committee comprising the commerce.
minister, the prime minister’s adviser |
on fnance and planning, and the'

h Bank governor, according
to a BTMA statement. ;

The committee will convene its ﬁrstl
meeting within one week to review
the existing challenges facing the
primary textile sector and submit its
recommendations.

‘At the meeting, the BIMA hand
over a Tk 5 crore cheque to the prim

Meanwhile, a delegation of the
board of directors of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and

Exporters  Association (BGMEA),
led by its president, Mahmud Hasan
Khan, met with the prime minister
yesterday.

The BGMEA leaders demanded
an uninterrupted supply of gas and
electricity to keep factories operational
and ensure the timely shipment of

The manufacturers made
the demand during a
meeting with Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman
at his secretariat office

‘The delegation highlighted the
adverse impact of the recent energy
crisis on production and the increased
operating costs incurred by factories
due to their reliance on alternative

wm '
minister’s relief and welfare fund. . BGMEA also strongly requested

the establishment of a dedicated
mechanism under the Prime Minister’s
Office tofacilitatethe prompt resolution

Textile mills want refinancing \

scheme, RMG uninterrupted gas

of issues relating to customs, banking,
gas, electricity, and other governmeng
services for export-oriented industries,
according to a BGMEA statement. .

The association also proposed

a permanent policy under which
annual custorns bond audits would be/
conducted by leading professional audit
firms to eliminate the complexities
associated with frequent audits by the
National Board of Revenue and bond
authorities. '

In view of the inadeguate cargo|
handling capacity at Hazrat Shahialall
International Airport, which has led to|
increased lead times, BGMEA requested
urgent measures Lo construct a
temporary cargo shed. !

Theleadingtradebody alsorequested
the allocation of suitable government
land in Gazipur, the country's
largest apparel manufacturing hub,
1o establish a modern s -
hospital for garment workers, ensuring
affordable, quality healthcare services
for millions of workers.

Blialb lej@
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by Debabrata Ghosh

ANGLADESH has emerged as
Bone of the world's leading labour-

sending countries, with millions
of migrant workers contributing to eco-
nomic development both at home and
abroad. Their remittances remain a cor-
nerstone of the economy, strengthening
foreign exchange reserves, supporting
millions of households and helping re-
duce
Yet, behmd this success lies a persis-
tent challenge. Many migrant workers
continue to bear high recruitment costs,
accurmnulate debts before departure and
remain vulnerable throughout the mi-
gration process. As global attention in-
creasingly turns towards ethical recruit-
ment and labour rights, Bangladesh has
a timely opportunity to position itself
as a preferred source of responsibly re-
cruited workers for employers commit-
The issue is no longer how many
workers Bangladesh can send overseas.
It is, rather, how the country can at-
tract employers who value worker wel-
fare, comply with international labour
standards and invest in ethical recruit-
ment, Achieving this requires a shift
from a migration model driven primar-
ily by numbers to one centred on quali-
ty, transparency and worker protection.
the world, governments,

accountability in labour recruitment.
International frameworks such as the
International Labour tior's
Fair Recruitment Principles, the United
Nations Guiding Principles on Busi-
ness and Human Rights and emerging age
human rights due diligence regulations
in Eurppe are compelling employers
to examine their labour supply chains
more closely.

Many leading companies have con-
sequently adopted the Employer Pays
Principle, under which employers, not
waorkers, cover recruitment costs. The
objective is to eliminate debt bondage,
reduce exploitation and ensure that
labour migration remains a pathway
to opportunity rather than indebted-
ness, For Bangladesh, this global shift
PR ey akile, ralable: and
p ; e an
ethically recruited workers while si-
multansously ening protection
for its migrant wor e

ible employers offer more
than

with better wages, safer working condi-
tions, stronger grievance mechanisms

. They are generally associated me.

and greater respect for workers’ rights.
They are also more likely fo provide
stable employment and invest in work-
force development. Recruiting through
such employers creates benefits for all.
Workers enjoy safer and more reward-
ing employment, destination countries
gain productive and motivated employ-
ees and Bangladesh enhances its repu-

tation as a trusted supplier of skilled
labour,

Maoreover, ethical recruitment is be-
coming a competitive advantage. As
destination countries and multination-
al corporations increasingly prioritise
compliance with labour rights stand-
ards, countries that can demonstrate
transparent and responsible recruit-
ment systéms will be better positioned
in the global labour market.

To attract such employers, Bangla-
desh must send a clear message that
ethical recruitment is not merely a
policy aspiration but a national com-
mitment.

One practical step would- be estab-
lishing a responsible employer partner-
ship programme under the expatriates’
welfare and overseas employment min-
istry and the Bureau of Manpower, Em-
ployment and Training. Em
consistently wmpljr with recruit-
ment standards could receive formal-
recognition and preferential access to
remxitmﬁ;d services, e =

A publicly accessib l?mr
accredited employers
strengthen tmnspmy Such a data-

e

.
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e té 1  labour mi

publicly endorse ethical recruitment
genuinely comply with the Employer
Pays Principle. Achieving this requires
a balanced combination of incentives
and accountability.

Responsible employers should re-
ceive tangible benefits. These may
include priority processing of labour
demands, faster recruitment approv-

“als, access to government-supported

recruitment events, public recogni-
tion through awards or certification
programmes, inclusion in preferred
employer databases and stronger col-
laboration with Bangladesh missions
abroad. Such incentives reward good
practice while encouraging other em-
ployers to adopt similar standards.

Al the same time, voluntary commit-
ments alone cannot guarantee compli-
ance. Employers and recruitment agen-
cies should be required to disclose all
recruitment-related costs. Transparent
reporting systems would enable author-
ities to determine whether workers are

being charged illegal fees and whether
/ complying

Digital monitoring systems nm:ld
further strengthen accountability by
allowmgmmtwmkmltompmtm-

Mddlﬁnm ‘Such ﬂx&m«%
provide valuable evidence for policy-
of abuse, T

loymtolmpmetha&pmu-
tiaau enabling workers to make violations
more informed choices.
should also col- would further

laboration with industry associations,
chambers of commerce and multi-
national corporations in destination
countries. Rather than relying solely on
relationships with individual em tfpln,v
ers, engaging industry-wide platforms
could generate broader commitments
to responsible recruitment.
ually important is promoting
desh internationally as a reli-
able source of skilled and responsi-
bly recruited workers. Labour wings e
at overseas missions, bilateral labour
dialogues and participation in inter-
national migration forums should be
used strategically to reinforce this

ssage.
One of the greatest challenges, how-
ever, is ensuring that employers who

0

responsibility

charges imposed on workers, encour-
aging greater oversight throughout the
recruitment chain.

The Bureau of Manpower, Employ-
ment and Training and recruitment
agencies also have a pivotal role to play.
Rather than viewing agencies simply as
intermediaries, the government d

encourage them to become partners
in ethical recruitment. Agencies that
consistently demonstrate compliance
with fair recruitment standards should
receive incentives, public recognition
and opportunities to participate in pilot
initiatives with responsible employers.
At the same time, stronger audit-

gration




-

Ting, | ]inansmg req\memeuts ments and l:hgltal

oversight mechanisms are needed to
identify unethical practices and im-
prove accountability. The Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Training
can reinforce these efforts by integrat-
ing responsible recruitment indicators
into its licensing, monitoring and eval-
uation systems.
h has already made nota-
ble progress in labour migration gov-
ernance through investments in skills
development, migrant welfare and
digital service delivery. The logical next
step is to establish itself as a recognised
regional leader in ethical recruitment.
A national strategy on responsible re-
cruitment could bring together govern-
ment agencies, recruitment agencies,
employers, development partners and
civil society around a common vision.
It should establish measurable targets
for reducing mmtmm:-r costs, JJ:l'lpl'C"ir

fective grievance redress.
Such an approach would not only
conditions for migrant work

| Ultimately, the future of labour mi-
: is not about sending more work-
\q ahmad It is about ensuring that
k is safe, fair and beneficial
--ﬁ- ‘everyone mvolvud Global demand

for responsible recruitment now aligns
closely with Bangladesh's own interest
| in protecting migrant workers while en-
| hancing its competitiveness in interna-
tional labour markets,

By combining incentives with effec-
tive enforcement, improving transpar-
ency and strengthening international
partnerships, Bangladesh can attract
employers who genuinely respect
workers' rights and uphold the -Em-
pm h}’s Principle. In doing so, it
can position itself not simply as a major
labour-sending country but as a trusted
globalpuﬂm'inethicallabaurmm

Tha message should be unequive-
cal: Bangladesh welcomes employers
who are committed to fair recruitment,

respect workers' rights and share the
mspumib:hty of building a migration
system that benefits workers, employ-
ers and society alike.

Debabrata Ghosh, an assistant director
&t Bureau of Manpower Employment and
Training, is a fellow of the Migration Policy

Centre at European University Institute.
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In search of work,

caught in war

30 Bangladeshis went to Russia on work visas;
4 dead, 2 missing after alleged war deployment

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN The workers went to “According to the latest
R PP SRR S CPITPTR SRR RPRT e 'Ihlll,ll:l_ on lplil?ﬁtlﬂ:ﬂr mformalion, Tour of the Sa].d 30
A group of 30 Bangladeshi youths receiving clegrance from workers have died. I hope that it
h“adh luf [ lz(]w‘_ cn.umr)- for Russia BMET thro recruiting will be paossible Lo bring the others
-.\.in: work visas and manpower agencies. After reaching back w0 the country through
clearance. : Russin, the workers were communication with Russia,” the
Weeks later, at least four of I:eing fm-cihlyprepundfur minister said.
ﬁn were deaq. alieged.ly aIgcr war at a camp ond later “The workers went to Russia on
cing forced m“an:!s_ the Russia- sent to the battlefield. April 24 after receiving clearance
Ukraine war fmr?l;, while two others from the Bureau of Manpower
Kamal Hossain and Md Souray ~ ARIFUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY Employment and Training through
Molla remain traceless after Expatriates” welfore minister recruiting agencies,” he also said
reportedly escaping from Donetsk adding that his ministry later
and contacting BRAQ for help. Ariful Haque Choudhury informed received information that, after
Fxpatriates' Welfare : _and the parliament in this regard on reaching Russia, the workers were
Overseas Employmgnt Midfister  Thursdav.

agency and later sent a “But they also said nothing

being forcibly prepared for
war at a camp and later
sent to the battlefield.

The ministry sent a

letter to the Bangladesh
Embassy in Moscow on
June 15, asking it to lake
necessary steps to rescue
the Bangladeshi workers
at risk and arrange their
return home.

A report sent io the
ministry by the Bangladesh
mission in Moscow earlier
on May 25 shows that
the mission had already
alerted Dhaka about the
30 Bangladeshis sent to
Russia’s Orenburg based
*Pro-Technologis Limited
Liability” company through
Jalal-E Noor International
Ltd, a recruiting agency, on
May 5.

The report, signed by the
first secretary (labour) of
the embassy, said its labour
wing had not attested
any documents for Jalal-
E-Noor International Ltd
in this regard. It also said
another agency, M/S RS
International, had earlier
submitted a demand paper
in March for sending

: e
said parts of the attestation note verbale to the Russian

process,

Platform,
pending due to suspicion.
The
contacted

company and

sent (o the Ukraine war.

Both verbally assured

the embassy that the
Bangladeshis would not
be sent to war and would
instead work at a drone
factory in  Orenburg,
according to the report.
The embassy also tried

to inspect the company's!

facility. However, the
facility was inside a special
economic zone and could
not be inspected without
prior  approval from
Russia’s Federal Security
Service,

Concerns deepened
after the embassy received
a phone call on May 18
from a family member
of a Bangladeshi worker,
who alleged that the

embassy  then

the Russian
the
recruiting agency to know
whether there was any risk ¢
that the workers might be

70 workers to the same workers were being kept
Russian company. at a f(raining centre in
While reviewing Donetsk, with their mobile
the documents, the phones seized, and secretly
embassy found errors and prepared for deployment in

inconsistencies and asked the war, the report said.
for corrections. The report  After this, the embassy
contacted the recruiting

including Dore 1o 0s .
uploading documents to foreign ministry on May 25,

the Overseas Employment
were  kept

requesting an investigation
and urgent legal measures

over the wor_kers’ situation.
“The report also
recommended strict

legal action against the
Bangladeshi recruiting
involved if
irregularities were found,
and putting maximum
pressure on both the
recruiting agency and the
Russian company to bring
all the workers back to
Bangladesh at their own
cosL.

Shariful Islam Hasan,
associatedirectorof BRAC's
Migration Programme and
Youth Platform, said Kamal
and Sourav had contacted
BRAC from a shop afier
fleeing the battefield in
Deonetsk, and told them
that they no longer had
valid documents.

He also said BRAC
immediately contacted the
Bangladesh Embassy in
Moscow and shared their
phone number, WhatsApp
and passport information.
They were believed to be in
or around Stepanovka in
Ponetsk at the time.

BRAC also contacted the
International Committee
of the Red Cross and
other international rescue
channels, he said, adding,

by

could be done there
outside the Russian army’s
control.”

Shariful said the next
dav, BRAC learned that the
two had been detained.

“They went to a market,
where  their  Russian
commander saw them,
stopped them, and
informed the nearest
checkpoint. Later, an army
vehicle came and took
them away,” he said.

“We still do not know
whether they are alive or
dead,” he added.

Kamal and Sourav had
Bangladeshi passports,
Russian work visas and
BMET EC cards showing
Russia as their destination
country, issued on April 27
this year.

“Many Bangladeshis are
now trapped in the Russia-
Ukraine war. Thex. went 1o
Russia with promises of
good earnings and Russian
citizenship. But now they

neither get paid nor are
they able to leave the
country,” Shariful said.

He also said many
Bangladeshis cannot
read Russian and depend
entirely on brokers and
recruiters when  signing
documents. “They are fold
to sign agreements for work.
After reaching there, they
realise the agreement has
connected them to the war.”
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a water-filled roadside ditch.

Local residents spotted the body and
informed the Mohanganj Railway Police,
11 who later recovered it.

RMG worker dies

RMG worker dies
after falling fro
mOVing train

FROM PAGE 3 Mohanganj Railway Police
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrokona. ~~~ Muyhid’s cousin, Dewan Outpost, confirmed the
22-vear-old | "‘Rivad, said a fellow incident

‘ passenger told the family

“The family has applied
511'131 Muhid had fallen

garment worker | receive the body

3 | o

: f 1 easleEp while standing without an autopsy. A
?‘ﬂ,”,ﬁa}, of L];; | ! beside the train door and decision will be taken
intercity  train ' fell near Rajurbazar. after consultation with
while returning i SubInspector Mobarak (he higher authorities,” he
home from Dhaka, | ;Hmsam in-charge of the said.
in Netrokona |

o g s

early vesterday. e

The accident occurred around 4:00am
in the Rajurbazar area of the town.

The deceased was identified as
Muhid Khan, son of Moinul Kabir Khan
ol Boropaikura village in Mohanganj
upazila's Tetulia union. He worked at a
garment factory in Dhaka.

According to police and local sources,
Mubhid boarded the Haor Express in Dhaka
on Thursday night to return home. As he
could not get a ticket, he was standing near
the train's doorway during the journey.

Police said Muhid apparently dozed
off in the early hours of Friday, lost his
grip, and fell from the moving train. One
of his legs was severed under the train,
while the rest of his hud} was thrown into |

>t

—_—

bo



BT : FHEEE b HET 3800
Dhaka : Tuesday 21 July 2026

e wErd
e ¢

ST

PACHCG TG

1 b Hﬂ“{ho@, 2 lgqﬁqoﬁ

FTURT T H T
i otinh i o e % e )

PFTG qY o + 2 o e
foeon ezt o | @ fg @ wB
el eferan o O AT 5 |

| TEAE S-S SRR 35 ew e R oW T

ELiL a3 e q 79 sy iR

| CTRI 3T eecAa AN BE WONTEH bW W W
b8 79 @NE 90 TE 4 m%%wm%am
?ﬁml feeem A T i

WY, I T T W (¢@) 1
T (T TE eFTI e W(ﬂlﬁﬂ_ﬁﬁ#
o RN G Ty SO R R AR AR
TN (e T (ERA T, e A R % e g

s fofeeTs Sis TS E@E 6 ITT WEF T FEaIe HiewE

TE WM TEAIOWET @ IS T O e |

cftres  woTe (o) B, W S PR
TSR T ST TR THEH A TR
o W e e, S RUWE 3) W R 6E 00
areefws v SRy fou | N AIDR “REE co O ¢ F A
i e A e Al Wgey WS I 8¢ IOt oS T | A
&% I fitre wre we OGS BUNG TATETRE 3
e | oTE T e A T TS A0 e WG s w

HERAR e Ramy SR
@ed W a2 el ewen
TS WA | TTFE AT T bR
fire ToTeee a8 THa 74 [ g
arefize T YEes ©9n Sl S
T WY GO WD | wwe =
wo TEw wE TEAtE EmEn ¥E
T S wE TR ) WESH WE—
(. ISR, WA WA, e
THEATT, A WL, SRR (0 & 3
W | T T (I, TAER © O, S
UMAR GTHTT ATS T |

frm Bemnae e dfies

A L -

% 3T T IR RAPRE TF 07 T

wfirw B9 S | TR S o E (U

T fofee w ofE w1
AR A A FRAH T

frenea wdawe Tleor o, e Fan

q FE ONE A TV
a1 fe=1 o FdfEs T o

e e & I B et Rl — < (S JK <
sfifefg HTATAR HeN e OE efy wiEw m*.% e —
TGN Feas ¥ | T, I

e o SIS

i e aEES e
T e wee 4=
H0% AT (BT 6 SIFAE WS (AT TR ST TR 40
T | G 52 I AT WY TS AT A (7T WA
fis B R O I :

wifecaTeT | W 5,

;[Q‘l]l
—- g frefie Ty« o e e e | e

Saturday 18 July 2026

w7 T ravad qeaee o T
weard o 30 & T =TS WW TR Re 3 R R e e
' COTTITE | S : o I A (NG FYE P om ok
g ow v PN VR QT | A (29)
g oo R 0 el ST
LI 1] ; S
Eﬁmfmmﬂrm & (TS T VAN & TF FRREY

e fBfae o | R S3aTT TIErEiTe Feferen FFUR B S0 (767 & T ser
SEE T eFer WNeH!e HRGE STgw 48 afed wew wer ApE A o s
s ax Sow swe wWew Yy wwe | T FwifeAm Teg Ay T e wrw e s e
i @ e oMW wWNE shaTN CAfETIT TS BIF WG UG | 4TS 99 HEUE-I6UE TH |
sifere wret wilE wfermt vE (WEREE) RN wEemw o s a9 T0s Fees ghae
(R TEE, IO S I R SR T W (i (e 5o T (3fE e e
pifere firewe BT (AT € afemR 23AEE T 2
m% %mm ﬁm:::. gﬁm
4% wdoa Wy e gy e 1 %_ﬁ
BeET QA e 5

rATae W (o L]

: ==

e R, A R

e, e (s0) 3 s I e RrwEe T Rreme

?. S M 380, db TE 2030

PR

(ot e | e R Sige e ey

ey e, TR Gy &
(i oigome Wit ofb @ waE PRy
5 85 (AP TY | TS TEREC! (AT 253
S (13T (22§ (RIIE  ofu ieE
GFIH YR TSRS UF
SHE JWES e sETEAe (e 95

|
o (ol TRAYE WO O, T
A, T9T e #As SR A9
WA WO Y TS P TR 5

4TS WM AR ARG GUR S

wiooR ciew TR | grEs Al e

| T TR | woEl WER 4y ofy T

e W, WEEHE T 49 FANE
ST I (e T | efewhy T
wfeamTny FooT (RenE wrer fwEe |




PACHLQ IO

g (XETT (AT R T
il i

a5 e i fRwiTeg (KB AR SR mﬂmmmm TOAE 30 T CHAEH THASI A5 |
et s 4% (2R €A RIS g e (30) % g9 AT WS ) e Py R T W, 9
| 08 FTTR O (0% TR TS i coror vy (RO B (39) [ & 5T ey oo SoRTE Py FeST O
el kbbb Amhatth UL

‘-.-, ) 'ﬂt!ﬂ.‘ﬂ y ;

= - e s TR 0%
a‘ — l 8 HEe 5800

(90) | S TSR TERIEHE PR e v oS Fr T |
G P WO U (9 | fores waE | TAETS S (T

1y W T, PR T o5 g e ApE TR 9
SRTE A% O T WS WME  apafn ofwdn TP T

oFT3 TES T N TN N o b oW WA IEE AT
wios OTF TAE T (AW AT o o) ST T AT o
wmﬁmmmﬁm i A o e e L

o1, SR T O YO (T H | farend], (oo OIFTE T S
R WS PR oz ST IR SR BiE B AGCP AT

GrRRE W Eo TR Y AW ) e o AT 4w — e

W FTE I T 2RI WA et ; FES WETER 5 AT :

ST TITT T G2 AR O 1Y mﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmwmm@ e TR IS ovw R TS _

w | E G Tl B R e | O T o WA« @ wow W5 e
gﬁ%fﬁﬂmaﬁmmwwm - TS FRE0! PEERCTE T Te
WWWWW@&WW@ mf@mwmmwwﬁwém
e (e T < BRIl SR O e T e R
s ORI 4 T e waE faum !ﬁfg|aaﬁaanrﬁa3mﬁqmm1
SFET ﬁlﬁmmﬁm oD TSl S FRTee s S
wwﬁ%mﬁﬁmmaﬂmq@ mﬁﬁmmmmﬁﬁwm
R | SIS T (I (B e | e LR (P AT -

Lo S




PACHHE YIG|

e~
o - TS s o A (R T T T R SR
My%m?ﬁﬁmmm@w
A G 9 5B €GB AR A T el
B mmﬂ?em1mwmwmmm
& 98 TR BT AT AT | T € RS T
mwmﬁmmﬂ&ﬂﬁ%mﬁwm
S 1 VS A DI G (o e it e o o oy
(@ (4 (AR e i wm AR e e FreEend
P s T A T | T R U wE e e
T AR T T G e e i e e B

e —

Ty AT B BR ﬁﬁsmﬂswﬁﬁwmaﬁw%
e G b e () nd e S
e (Here R i 5 o T Fuee ufim A6 o e me

Y AT TS TS MGG T B | S 16R TS SR IEbiet
TR Sl R FE (AR 0 PR (eeR) ; B
S R QTR (A VN G 4T NPT e W T T
g e Torees wreE i T AER (4E R @ree
LT AW 4 GO WH| TR W TR ks o
TR WL ST T O FE A O wET s
et w ) : s

=

(RIS ST 2030 @ 8 W80

| Cn
(AT AT Aot
AT I

D
2N

FI% bO Gy TET e
» fiery efdraws - sieyaE  fAwte el
Twfwrerm s e

e sfar anEEe aEen 9a o
frwmE B o S T wWE G 99T :?;@;W M—_ﬁ*‘lﬁ;?
af FpeRre o ufieres A W5 9 e H

BTSN | O TS WE T 00N % Rewet v AT O s @ At
T e AFT TR e wEREE onrew 96| Hes afres A an
T CRR 42 W61 W | 7 ih 6% 910wt wist i (29) 1

& AT M TREHED mem T T T m)'
SRS W S TS O @ R e e W
e T T O W (o), BF (00), T T, DRTCH m‘nl?sﬁ:s
(o), BB (s0), 3 (ac), CREAT BE Ac AR SICH AR O |
(o), T (28), 9% (3b), = (39) @ =@am (04)1  T4ATE YR SIS FHFE
w8 A ¢ 25w e Pt s e (@) cmera e T
e o T T, Fies R co 1, B gmm. e SnRmEE
33 Eve o so Er, WETE b i v m' Frfen@e  sa
X WO, AT D@ T, I Sbr IO, IS

Sb HTI FEEE WO © FEAEE So wor wy RO @ W 25-3
wars ol e s, e e anfie Bfeor SITER T edd  (WE
WWMIﬁR\WW oI oY @Y WTRYEeRTS s e
¥ BT SRR RS- G S 9 o9 | SIS 0% (3T :
A TN G T | WS T e WY a7 gy NS RAITIE W A
T AR A ) wE wrere S uew qiRIewE o oifaanes ane
oA afft Resefere 2oty wul T0eT T B 1S s wmImE 22t TE)
T g we

EEIYSE SR

et

o7 SrgEhE Sorg

TEERE 50 T okl

> #3800

NHBT ST
SRR e
o9 9% o9 g

faftarim (Fratee) afsff

AEwee ikt et
s afFmes wwreEs
(frwe) g wdo
FEAET Tftewes 96 iz
AT U ANaE 8%
WMTn a3 wowEE ewT
TRE (ST =19 @ GiHEnsy
ba w5 59 9% G
TR WiEr 5 TR0 wen
s o Y e o
et eaicAE faem sfEme
FINE 6 G TR {E

(T T erefiwera g = -

= @ SR T s
wUHiE7 Afam ga: wew
AIE FEA TGS naE T
e
W4 (=17 86 fre swmafors
IS IS =W YOI Y
meR ewicye fRfew W wfem
TEH o e wew R
T Y9 (MW AT WmEE
ores i AR <=
el whArge (Tite wWiew
TG SF I @
Hretig TS TES U
AT ST 511 BT
CBR (90F wWipe Wb IR
AT w9 W Ty www
A 56 G w@es
(FEIAR S0 W (7

T O o TEYETE Wi
THR, (SE firw zhk Ay
(U (BN (W W AT T
fegwrm o wiew sEez
TR U w1 oW Hem
“fFwe e & W T
ot g Oie BT wRen
E A0 OHE YT Wil

| G UOHE G TES (S
TOTESE 439 ey Tl By

j ﬁ ' TR

AR, w0,

Frfersitan favems 29 a2 awfhio
AT S 23 | 518 graelf, sase
Few s « Reemr e

ey efswws, v




PACHECE IO

2 WIET 53 :
T2fom B 5E niHoaT 51 I ET T |
SiMTe (EEUTE A YA AE e TR TET
AT | EEE AR Bl & (RrRaw
e B 1 Bt O -

(V) HRAWHS - (5ie
WW&EWﬁﬁww;%
I 8 TR (@) | e (TR I g WG
WD | (AR 9T 305 W (0 (FETR 2T
0T 3182 U 3 e | & vy

ST r e T ey FAFATS)
TE S (7Y fmmmﬁw_ﬁﬁm i : I.EI““ |

e s Wil o fe
memﬁﬂm‘{@_ e @z TemEey %W AR o
Y AR 2EM ST

*u'ﬂ:'e gpfe my HHY 1\2] S (T (W1, TS (0¢
EH ™ . . . W-ﬁw AeE Ao
m . : ! IRscEaE] -:'-"'"r' |
“C i l : R TEeE g WY ofeEms T @ sepmEE
oA I X0 GEIIR 2030 frafoe 2% N 7 PET oWE, qum sha A

3 " - 500 215 )42 930 S CANMEE IT  ypva st ]

Rz THGAR AR o T e o'

m 5 Tg1 WS | s T L T ¥ | su forg Tiem Rteg 9

b A TR NS N I:R-e"-.-'i‘l ES IR (I %TW ﬁmmwmw

& o el R e e el W T g =tifics ots fe | s

oo RSy GaeR I AGS %@wm%ﬂgg W“’"‘f‘? e AT T pordiy wtar @ g Hewend
: [ T ) TR () g

| AT AW GBAR A 4% MfESTEER A SaE FEm f
fmmé‘awm :v-gcgl frow ofes o MG TAGAR TR0 T FoE (L) b wtE mmﬁﬂmu&w
oo 6 sfofReE YIF- SBa : SR TEaeTy! S | SR KAl B, FETE T TS G A L (e wg A
e e e p e e E T mmmmmwmem.mmqﬁ@mﬁam_w_
=TT T 4 (ey) AR 9B A TH M|W:mﬂmmﬁmm,mmqqﬁmmwmmﬁqewm
e T ST SR (GAEE  ED TR0ER OfAE WA (90) A one Baw #0E s TS e wieke N Crau] me i STy
oot (o A WA 47 W b6 9% W _LONA  FAR-SIOU gamm ) Taw aws 1 fofe apeA . WONEC O | w ¥Ry
gEE Ceeed FEArere fe TR BRI A T R op sz et wdes oy se CPUAR 92 WATeE wam

e G AT WEY 2 U (ORI 4 95| TR e wrwer fene e wres DaE W e s aifgre F
SITERTE : FAEE AAE ST B ¢ Al T FEF L rdares Blaors quaret 19 e T4 1

wy SEE_UE A g Ve e JeRE 8 BFF e snfwv fe s e wari e @ RIm st aEm
e B T I s T ﬁ.’*m?mmmmw'wmsmmmw(ﬁﬁl)_'ﬂﬁh
Tee Sloam Lo ol ﬁmmggmm.m m‘i@?ﬁﬁ*@“ﬁfﬁﬂﬁmt T A e, R v
oR5HPE GEEH & GO WG| T QIR G 170 T AR sfgeres St TEs ERORT SN I9E W R

GF TR AT TIAEE ¢ A (d¢) AN I (UBEEFE G :
%&m%mmwﬁwm WM|WW-W{WW;W =
GFT SP BT B S (3) (ARt e AT GEE -;_ﬁ_i mﬁ‘--“w’d"ﬁ W=, ¥

A g% ez gy el W FTE 4TS TS A GO by IR 1 s T 2eR

FHENEAW T OIS S| ?
L S T (57 WAe BIE TR T

TR I

‘ 58

-




PACHCE G|

PR, 32 G 0%,

WWH\W Aze ¢

mﬂﬁa‘a‘ﬁﬁ@wmw
=S o | TS R Ee |
(ZRE T OFFD SIS 9|

YT W (5%

T @ ieete i A Ave

BT wws A% T e A |

@ 73 IBATR WITS TITEA forsm |
MWWWW

mmmmmm.

At ee Tfem mEw e
(2¢), A7 TR AGATRSE ST Al
4ol () @ TN G WHT (TS (I
(we) | @ GBAY SIS SifeE eI (20)
=R cIires Feng AT
FeT | AEE e She bieeim o
it DleTE AT TR

eVs WeEEE A el TEETeE
a1 oA cite ue A e
wsf5e18 @aTE AT A G FATE Al
Zifae S | g w4, 62 w7y BILEE Bl
i@t A1 CEWE Mwﬁ)m
e il

CLETE mﬁée;aﬂa W HpAELE TW

w |

forgme o w@a® I T Twea
ST (AT SIS A9 | 409 SIES T 39
T | STEETE FSIE CILEAA (T “raad
GEIISTER I € : e e

I T B i e regE | el
SEE AT HTE S AeEba Wy fes)
AurEd AN et EEb o= o
e« lh FEwe SiE #0a PTHETE
ABTAI TR

&= wrerinm s e i o
18, FACSYELE Aew et fou une
EEET | A St B b Sreniers
e HEE heul T | F S HIT D G e
g e e

b erpifaernfs wresana Brea s
TIE A1 AT S e Wreel 4FE

THAT 33 TIT 2038
q =G5 5800

ot Fmdm

TEeie e (o) amErm ﬁf&ﬁ
o | B e, WhrEE o e I
74 93t ZAVIORE (ST o 52 ARG, GY
Tt WEAE va Bl g v wae

o gWE, 5EE ¢ EAL
smres| SRl tEed TWA e
wieifers= o 1, il a2 e 4 2w
Hirra WG 8! BeILR

wiivee s e 2o Sbiee
Wi i A
mfc&} & aﬁi ferarasie ‘
M{m)uqmwwmu |
g A SR, I e |
WA 6 g Az
IPETSIE ol
bkl
s Bt PR EEs b :
CICERAR o SEIET] (UG GET TeiE
v firtes corT TaRTE A B e e
TR TS Yo B WEe e | SIES
Gferrm T oFed HEEAE CILETE
(EEER RS B S T i
sl Bfee A afe e crEa)

eropE T @ FIATE 0 T O,

CEEdE (7 RS (4E FEEE MU
Aiftest| GOIFEGH @S B TOOM (TG
TR A AT Fih s BiEE ARE
2eaile T 9 FNY AR Sl PR
zraE At FereE HIrR (SR B Ag

5!:".1!?_52'

m 20 TAE 303k 4

W

ot LS e
@ AE 3307 ﬁw ‘I“' : w_ﬁ WW

fﬁﬁmaﬁwm'!maamm|
wisw (TS Fry TmE B
w5 wle Wy W TEW W
e aafE s w
e T TR AW, S AR
wHrag ye I, WY FEEE 5
Eiet WEWE o2 oI @9t
wfirag ¢ Mo wE HIE

* e m m mi‘ m [y "‘ - ':-l.:..-._-'- I: -
| e A= sfmw%mm
oA a1 SR A CISTEE o T s wm%mﬁw;"

ot




PACHCE G|

i . = e s . - - == =i =
— T T ST
' — b ®1E9 3800 E \

e 7R : *RE S0 HRE M80e 5
W Dhaka : Saturday 25 S July2026 ¥
. SIS oA 752

T ]
TasTeallel
| Akla

E do T ol MRS | 9919 6 AN (L s 2

303
B e

o T e
st e b i
fary

|
e cm;"ngﬁ gt 3@ GEE R0}y

s TN TS e 'PIQI?F LGRS

qeIfEan 20 T 203 e s 2O AR e e 2fiTT IR W I :
S ot o s 1 L e s VBT 72 2

Y =
(A7F AT AN
TS e

TR TSN SRR 8 4T R L o st (SE) R el e offt ot oW AR
So o s v g fw wEE, e A WIS o g | oy eSO fiwy
e % QA = TowR BET o8 AR MNP S oy v R | ¥ (TR o S
Wxg.mﬁmm T T I AT | oI e SRS P e e
oW sobE e @ 91 w5 qll T PO AWE o e T T o FE
s L ST, GO ST AT AR o ) el S,
i B oA T T B gy peyr o 2fE o
LT - - P 34, 2T T T | ye Fiee waeR ) FereE AW G 9@
wod s T TR W AT ' mﬁ;(m]:ﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁtﬂm:
RBWW|WE bl b0 mmg
52 WA, & So I T e 2% WS WO
S vt FES T %ﬂmﬁw-mﬂ;ﬁ e R
W), BRI A% T« A NGB | G € €
et 710 St
e e SR el B e =
So T (WF TF WAHR °H - e~ rw
Wﬂ"aﬁ’-'ﬁmmw Db !
FWITSH =i =%




ﬁwaﬁww-

eVEE AFEE Towe faAm urE W
TS *T% SAITZ TS TIOATE AT
«FE AffEnET W, @ e e fon

Teert  fiee wEew) 4 WhAW
sfEEs S Fe] WIS T
TAATEIE WO |

29 TR TR WY @ o fite
fm R 2’ voo REWBR TA @
7oA Wio | Frrsa wew e e
o1 (8e), O (=re oS (0) € T
TE (3¢) | WES WAEw wtme Wi
g B3 (R € TG (T 19 |

o e T wfawemm e
TeoreER SBYa TefFI AEE GTEWH
wEw AfEEfe R oS (W | oW

whﬂﬁﬁmamwmm|

i wE ~fEnEl O wEE TR

P

GAIE AT IR TEIA O AGH] T |
TN & voo bR wfewy #23
o TR MG AT THAR T TG |
wBArEE Sifw, S (w7 SHRE ¢
R AR N | AES GEACE T B
TFATSTC (T T |

freren o8 SifEn cngEw EW T,
o0 (NS WEW qeTE Y W
AT AATST FLAT (TR IO TS
T WEE 4T | TS

ST (@, (@6 S '8 Tl Yy =7 |
Wmewwww

TP TEeTens Dfeendn e
mmwﬁmm__

e v |

59

3¢ 1!311’2 QOQ\‘#

HSITE T ST 4R
mﬂmﬁrw

lmﬁmﬁ_ ' .

' “W"”“WW i
*3FTT WITS T

emﬁ;mmwwml

mmmmmmwm

S s
"
s o nf T RS .

mmemmwﬂmm
wrfe fBfews wres @ Iewm 9AF,
TR A A oo WX G2 T
WSTET TAEE A o €TEIeT 5% T |-
mgmﬁﬁ; vt T A
TR 3 S TEE] FFOIM |
wmwmmm

mw%ﬁﬁmﬂmﬁmm
st afEz HATA TWES T
mmmuﬁnwﬁw-
330 s TR e R A W

¥ mlﬂaﬁﬁmmwmm

JGA |

drg U TR I (RIFX T S W
ST | T (TS (P WS (ST B
- e | folh w weE, e e
T SR N f A | A e S
1. O DT UMY WS AP T @€

_ mmm'm(ma

SR ﬁmmmtﬁmmm

e Yo 2p I W

xﬂm T T TR | vl




PIFAIPS
el | = | 3¢ SR 0%

AEYAHD

wﬁﬁwﬁa%

E&’g - 7Y SEIEAE SEE
SF57 WES '

ﬁﬁ!ﬂrﬁﬂwiﬁﬂvgﬂw

IS5 |

PACCA o]

Ao A 5 2l

o @ PES T, /T
mmﬁw@szxﬁﬁ

op e MR e 1)

Y WEBAT 90 | i

WA 2k TR 203l
>0 M= $800

T ST

|ﬁ F .r s 5
2 GEIIE 2038 | S0 H7Fe 339

CIbIT SR

780 TS

® sreng vrife v

w T el ¢ fre efetaws, Tew

TR SRR A AR G I
et oAy RrwTae odre wiEns w6 o, =N
3 @Hwﬁmwﬁi = SRS

o 1 TR A 6 afEe AwE
ety MR il e (wEREE)
TIE| T AR FEE CBE Tal W
3| &7 W FRRR A0 330K e

@0 =EIe] € T 80 ol #rs MeIw wE
A8 TEl FSET SRRy e S
I GOE STATEA BIFeTa 374! 1 271
o9 ABTA WA <33 oA T i@ o
TN wiEE e 0 wEEe
HTEIETE |
AT G e 7 | 18 v 93D
PGS (AR TG o | Tl 5 17 i
arfrs Boiferee | Shae we! ek 2w
TR A1 @SS |

G5 A7 B e 6 ef e G
SPE TR, T3 MGG 200 5 TR
weall (eig 25t Rt = s i
| TS T W 4T3 I e 7Y = |
Q I WA TG & A |

HErE =% @RS GAA, T 31
hiEE e e Ab OEER
8 farem w4 @b
St comrEal it W
A T I ST TR (I TS
W | 7T IR 3T 3BR P

TR 0 G P @ ebAr 96| e
I TOW AN ¢ gt Ty TEhEG
s &= =)

79 I WA Gl SRR () s OR &
FA ()| TR Y EEEAS 6
iR fBlee= |

wﬁwﬁmmaﬁﬁ.ﬁme
Y T =ATAE i eTe
deted | DR TEAE mm =i
T TR AR T T Peer e
TITa1E 910 b3 e e W TR
IR T s gIes e 49 o
TH1e e 4TE TH|




IEAIA
e | AR | 3¢ TR 030

qIeT4IATR

| oE sEes oEe SHEE S
o AW SEE (OEF) 2FHrSE
fm ffess = A FEA |
AR SEE ST

T oS
T TYS IR e Pl i
e e 5 AT e e mE ERe M
(O TP YA e (E e O W

PACHCE O]

T (o
TE(F AT BI Al

i o PES IR, IRT

maﬁWWWﬂﬁﬁﬁ

aoifars wias e

Apr ;s geefeRrm wae e
IR G BT ST AT S TGS
fora TS A 51T SOEFE T
T | S A AT G

T (9.
AR O Fmo el e AR 98 Hetera Bemr

BTG
Fraesa TET TEEd A FE TR
o S -+ e T | T
wapale il WERE RS
T BT AR
GHIETT Q oA 906 | =

TEATE 2GR 203l

Taaa #HE SR80

 Ge-ooTae o

AR
¢ G2 030 | 50 HA d890¢

\vI—Bla _N. 5B—IE5H. G
feEE

ISR RY
® e e wE
w T aferae « e aftmws, Ao

FroMig SR T2 AT GHEE AT S
<fep] 5171 R 4T WS 78 . <12
38) ¢ @ WB 97 IH7 SniN TEE
cF T Few I 8 wffe S
HEbeny Fide Jfivd @ (WERES)
Tl Sz B 95K IR B9 Y
TR IO SIHR A UBE TE 9
AT @R WO TR I S30% e
TER T 2 |
arf @ piEs AR FEeGs waFe
e MG & 5 a0, 1ETE I
&0 TSI @ BIFEE 80 I #TT WITH WF
TR TR T e R T
T TS earE (SR A w2
og H5IAT WA ma’tmmig&rmﬁ
Fiew wew BRomdy 99 e
EHEEEE g
H5A G, 510 TR S ReeRe G
e B fomem 7% 7| N8 G b
FA (TR 5 o | (o B 3 =ieet
it Sriferem | Shate wet S 2T
T AT @IS ST |
AT o9 <R TEaa @ afemEEl ol
T BN, 999 TEEE Soo &b FTE
SRR O TOE| TR Ao YR
wHEl| (Sl 2t R == S AR
| TS I W1 4T O o e
& YT A (G 4 e
"B B GE T, S A
Ffmm iR TrneeR A SRR WU
Bty feteT 5 (2 |
S M TS T
AETR A Teaeie Pieweife Gem
A B SR SR e e v
W T | 710 JeifeRn 3 530m e
TR FEE FES B @ e wh) Anes
TF TO A @ BT A EREDED
= T 2
% WO W o, PR (35) @ SR
FH (3p) TI0R WEE uUMERST IF
GifCITES oo
FAIET IR AT 1 T, O @ €
0| Tl GEAs e SRAEE F49
T W@ AR s e S fee
TifEam 31w S35 e o o o019
AT T AT Gss S e i
Zhie qiew 43 |




PACHLE IO

DI : WA 30 AT 3800
Dhaka : Tuesday 28 July 2026 .
SIECEREE)

Sitem gmE A (8
mﬂ%ﬁ’?‘%ﬂ

WATER | S (AT R D SRR AR WRE R e oA
TE-ATRA TR aqe® Fey W) wnediy WY N 5hee-
@ wéo WP | Fxw Wiy AT P QAR @ TG WO R T B
STEHe R RO 1 W, (BRI i, ARG AT G2 R
YW @ eersRl S W I A, 3

o, WY IR P GG farenti ¢ efeffiem o vw—

REEET FARE AEEE manﬁ‘aﬁ'iﬁ i

SIS | (R TR (O g caom) o AT o BT :
frwr @ife care sy Ficg e .lﬁamm S afof
o T s g e Tl L G RE TER  lE i
= 5T GO T AEEA FTe Tyes| R, AfEEIe,

21ef TGPt eI <6 v We SRS A AN, IR @ RerEene o | e aforans
T T S W e e AR A R W e . 2 .

(SR GUGHI-B-33-q0b2) & """‘_m e— S—— LR i il TEAGE R A1, B
SYAGTE ST 419 68 | aT5 ﬁmﬁwﬁmﬂgwm ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmm

GILC R T

5 fioL %
TATEA| &

| aw e (ud)
TEEE 1MTS

R mwsmwmmlm - Br-ETEE] WIS FebE s AT
T® s fm Cmw MR TEEWR FATH faew | TIEH 4S9

oo 0T B W) '{thl:_l}LZﬂ, 2026
“~Three wo
RS TR 0% hurt m-s—ﬁ%ee?_

cylinder

7§ﬁ_ o explosion
: SYLHET, July 28 (UNB): Three
Trw m workers suffered burn

injuriesin a gas cylinder

ﬁ'{@ 8 explosion ata cylinder
warehouse in South Surma
T 5% _ upazilaof Sylheton Monday
g WGy AEW @r Wfere  afternoon.
% The accident occurred while

gas cylinders were being
loaded and unloaded at the
warehouse in Khidirpur area
under South Surma Police
Station.

The injured were identified as

Emon Ahmed, Za% Ahmed
a ar Al all ¢ nts
Surma.

According to Fire Service
sources, a gas leak was
detected from a cylinder
whileworkers were loading
and unloading cylinders at
the warehouse.

At one stage, the cylinder
exploded, triggering a fire
that spread through the
warehouse and left the three
workers burned. With the
help of local residents, the
injured workers were rescued
and taken to hospital for
treatment.
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Lithe Group workers
stage demo over
outstanding wages
The company shuts down five

factories without settling
workers' dues: Agitators allege

FE REPORT

More than 500 workers of Lithe Group staged a demonstration
in front of Sromo Bhaban under the Department of Labour's
(DoL) in Dhaka on Sunday, demanding immediate payment of
their outstanding wages and statutory benefits following the
closure of the group's five garment factories. :
The protesters alleged that the company had shut down its
factories in phases without clearing workers' dues, leaving
thousands of employees in financial uncertainty.
The demonstration took place days after the Lethee Group
announced the indefinite closure of its five manufacturing
units -- Apparel-21 Ltd, Fonkem Fashion Ltd, Fonkom Dyeing
Ltd, Fonkom Printing Ltd and Fonkom Knitting Ltd.
In a notice, the company cited prolonged gas supply
disruptions, a sharp decline in export orders, repeated labour -
unrest, falling sales, lack of bank financing and mounting
financial losses as reasons behind the closures, which toak
effecton july 3 last. £ e
The company said former skilled employees would be given ;
. priority if production resumes in the future and that workers
dues would be settled in accordance with decisions reached
through discussions with the authorities.

_ JAMNEH o smrn

"However, agitating workers claimed that the factaries had
been closed one after another without payment of their
outstanding wages and legal entitlements.
Nasir Uddin, a stackerman at Apparel-21 Ltd, who has worked
there for four years, said staff members are owed three
months’ salaries, while workers have not received wages for
the last two months. Y
Tofazzal Hossain, a store employee at Fonkom Dyeing with
five years of service, said workers have been left with no
source of income following the closures.
Didarul Islam, a packing worker at Fonkom Printing, said after
Eid holidays workers were informed about the factory closure,
as the factory had no work orders and workers would be called
back only if sufficient export orders were secured,
Mohammad Sharif Mia, vice-president of the Bangladesh
Garment Sromik Jote, alleged that the group's managing
director had gradually shut down all production units without
settling workers' dues.
"The workers are demanding all their due benefits under
Section 26 of the Bangladesh Labour Act. But the owners are
offering only five to 10 days' service benefits, which the
workers have rejected," he said.
Mr Sharif alsoalleged that the management had asked the
Industrial Police to deal with the situation without holding
discussions with the workers, prompting them to gather at
Sromo Bhaban to seek the intervention of the labour
authorities.
He said the workers would continue their sit-in in front of
Sromo Bhaban until their outstanding wages and all legal
benefits are paid.
Avisit by this correspondent to Sromo Bhaban on Sunday
afternoon found no senior Department of Labour officials available
to speak with the protesting workers.
However, the Lithe Group Managing Director F.M. Kabir Mohiuddin
could not be contacted despite making repeated attempts,
newsmanjasi@gmail.com
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‘Garment workers
besiege BGMEA
office over
unpaid wages

PROTEST - DHAKA

TBS REPORT o
Around 300 garment workers yes-|. : :
terday took up positions outside Lheimm Lot Gl Y
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) sy wrreras o A W& 3

office in Uttara, d din,
emanding payment o BT . =

of their outstanding wages after the : T
owner of their factory allegedly disap- !E“Tﬁ Wﬂ:ﬂ : A wfaHEeleg wfs AT
peared following its closure. ﬁﬁwm| : i m' 2038 AEW FARW

According to workers and senior w2y ST =TT

lows an employer to close a factory in
the event of an illegal strike. However,
workers said no strike had taken place
at the factory.

Since then, workers have held sev-
eral meetings with officials from the
Department of Inspection for Factories
and Establishments (DIFE), under the
labour ministry, demanding either the
reopening of the factory or payment of
their legal dues if it is to remain closed.

A meeting was held at DIFE on 21
June, but neither the owner nor any
representative of the company attend-
ed. Factory worker Anwar Hossain
told TBS, “The factory has remained
closed since 13 June. Before Eid, 168
workers were laid off. Now the owner
has neither reopened the factory nor
paid the workers their dues.” Even
in the evening, workers remained
outside the BGMEA building in wet
clothes, confinuing their protest to
demand payment of their outstanding
dues.

According to information on the
BGMEA website, the factory’s man-
aging director is Hasina Mannan. Re-
peated attempts to contact her using
the listed phone number were unsuc-
cessful.

down in mid-June under Section 13(1) ~;._j
of the Labour Act, a provision that al- S

BGMEA officials, the factory employed R —
around 2,000 workers. It was shut JSEe\ : =
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' Operations to resume
- once a conducive

- days of labour unrest and work stop-

Labour unrésfuprdmpts
indefinite closure of
Gazipur factory

The closure took effect yesterday
under Section 13(1) of the Bangla-
desh Labour Act, 2006, according
to a notice signed by Ashik Ferdous

RMG - GAZIPUR

TBS REPORT

tory's Human Resources and Com-
pliance Department.

The notice alleged that work-
ers stopped work on the afternoon
of 8 July without prior notice and,
despite repeated requests from the
management, didn’t resume work.
Describing the situation as an “ille-
gal strike,” the authorities decided
to shut the factory indefinitely.

The factory said operations will
resume once a conducive working

working environment
is restored

The authorities of Karooni Fashions
Limited have announced the indefi-
nite closure of the garment factory’s
unit in Gazipur's Kaliakair following

e . =
is restored, with the reopening date
to be announced through a sepa-
rate notice. The closure, however,
does not apply to the company's
knitting section or its other facto-
ries under the same ownership.
Copies of the notice have been

- sent to the relevant government
" agencies and the Bangladesh Gar-

ment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).

According to the Industrial Po-
lice, around 8,000 workers are em-
ployed at the factory.

Sajjad, general manager of thefac~  Workers alleged that the factory

had been paying wages in instal
ments for the past several months
nstead of paying them in full
leaving them struggling to meel
assential expenses such as house
rent and daily necessities. They
said they suspended production to
press home their demands.
Kaliakair Police Station Offi-
soer-in-Charge Shahidul Islam said
Iriour unrest had been continuing
at the factory for the past few days.

pages by employees. environment He said police have remained on

ﬂﬂﬂﬁ alert and are monitoring the situa-

303 tion to maintain law and order fol-
—— lowing the closure.
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The Bally Star

* Raise the daily

wage to Tk 500

Demand tea workers during
hour-long work stoppage

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moubvibazar

Workers at Kaliti Tea Garden in
Kulaura upazila of Moulvibazar
observed work stoppage for an
hour and held a protest rally and
procession yesterday morning to

' press home their demands.

The demonstration, organised
by the Tea Workers Trade Union
Centre, began at 9:00am,
followed by a procession that
marched along the main roads
el .

: KeIS™ demanded raising
workers' daily wage to Tk 500,
cancellation of the recently
gazetted 5 percent wage increase,

* land ownership rights for tea

workers, and elections to the Tea
Workers' Union (CBA).

They said the latest wage
increase to Tk 187 was inadequate
to meet basic needs, adding that

‘raising the wage by only Tk 8 is
“inhuman” and "a mockery” of

tea workers. .
Demanding land ownership
rights for tea workers, they

argued that although workers

have been living in the region for
nearly 200 years, many remain
landless and continue to be
deprived of basic civic rights and
services.

Anima

president of the Kaliti Tea Garden
Panchayat Committee, presided

Olmik,

over the rally. Krishnadas
Olmik, the committee's general
<ecretary moderated it
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Our Correspondent -
Helagon

WORKERS and employees
of the Thakurgaon Sugar
Mill on Tuesday staged a
protest procession and work
stappage demanding imple-
mentation of a three-point
charker of demands, includ-
ing the regularisation of sea-
sonal workers
The protestars warned of
tougher agitation, including
- a fullday work stoppage,
if their demands. were not
met immediately. The pro-
gramme was organised by
the Thakurgaon Sugar Mill
Workers' Union as part of a

nationwide programme an-
nounced by the Bangladesh
Sugar and Food Industries
Corporation Workers and
Employees Federation.

The workers held a meet-
ing on the mill premises from
moming until noon before
bringing out a protest proces-
sion that marched.
different roads inside the mill
area and ended in front of the
managing director’s office.

Addressing the rally,
worker leaders said that no
effective steps had been taken
to regularise eligible seasonal
workers, provide & workers
with a 15 per cent special al-
lowance, or introduoe a new

WEDN ESDAY JULY 22, 2026

wage structure in line with
the latest national pay scale.

They demanded the res-
toration of the provision
allowing eligible seasonal
workers to be absorbed
into permanent positions
through internal recruit-
ment, saying such a measure
was essential for improving
productivity and developing
a skilled workforce.

They also demanded a
15 per cent special allow-
ance for workers, similar to
that provided to government
employees, along with the
implementation of a revised
wage structure.

They warned that if their

) -- __ a Wiwﬁi‘iqﬁm

Thakurgaon Sugar Mill workers
for seasonal worker regula

isation

they would observe a four-
hour-work stoppage on July
22 and a full-day work stop-
page on July 23, alongside
launching tougher protest

Programmes.

Among those present
were Bangladesh Sugar and
Food Industries Corpora-
tion Workers and Employ-
ees Federation president
and T Sugar Mill
Workers' Union president
Abdul Quddus, union gen-
eral secretary Abdullah Al
Mahmud Khan Ratan, assis-
tant general secretary Ruhul
Amin and vice-president Lu-
tful Kabir Manik.
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Tea workers block highway
demanding Tk 500 daily wage

United News of Bangladesh -
Sylhet

TEA garden workers in Syl-
het blocked Sylhet-Tamabil
Highway and staged dem-
onstrations on  Saturday
morning, demanding a daily
minimum wage of Tk 500.
The demonstration, organ-
(isad by the Tea Workers' Trade
Union Centre, a large protest
rally took place at the Khadim
Tea Garden around 9:30am,
During the programme, work-
ers observed a two-hour work
‘stoppage and staged a block-
ade on the highway.
They also demand for the

cancellation of the contro-
versial 5 per cent pay-hike
gazette, land ownership
rights and elections for the
Tea Workers' Union.
Expressing deep resent-
ment, participants have noted
that the current wage structure
is extremely inhumane given
the surging prices of essential
the annual wage increase of
just Tk 8 as a farce and mock-
ery against the tea workers,
They have stated that it
is impaossible for a family to
survive on the current daily
wage of just Tk 187, making
a dignified and fair wage a

33

core demand -for tea labour-
ers across the country.

ship deprives them of basic
civil amenities and constitu-
tional rights, making guar-
urgent necessity.

SM Shuvo, chief coor-
dinator of the organisation,
urged workers across all gar-
dens to unite in the struggle
for a Tk 500 daily wage.

Earlier in the morning,

a large protest procession
began from. the Loha Pool

. area of Khadim Tea Garden,

marching through various
roads within the estate be-
fore occupying the Sylhet-
Tamabil Highway.

Chaired by Tea Workers
Trade Union Centre Presi-
dent Sabuj Tanti and moder-
ated by Coordinator Mani-
sha Wahid, the rally was
addressed by Chief Coordi-
nator ' SM Shuvo, Adyvisor
Syed Farhad Hossain, Office
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Lbou rules must conform to

amended act: stakeholders

Stafi Correspondent

LABOUR rights experts on
Saturday called for com-
prehensive  amendments
to the Bangladesh Labour
Rules, 2015 to ensure con-
sistency between rules and
the recently amended la-
bour act, saying that subor-
dinale legislation must not
curtail rights guaranteed by
the parent law.

The call came at a stake-
holders' meeling titled
‘Review of the Bangladesh
Labour Rules, 2015 or-
ganised by the Solidarity
Cenler in the capital,

Presenting the keynote
paper, Solidarity Center
country programme direc-
tor AKM Nasim said that
the government had al-
ready formed a tripartite
commiltee to revise the
labour rules following the

latest amendments to the
labour act.

‘The rules are subordi-
nate legislation and must
remain fully consistent
with the act. They can-
not override, limit, or re-
duce rights granted by the
act and should facilitate,
rather than restrict, its ef-
fective  implementation,’
he said. '

The keynote, covering
18 thematic areas, identi-
fied provisions requiring
amendment, including the
classification of temporary
workers, I'EU'EI'IC]'II"I'IE'-TH no-
tice pay, workers' access
to employment records,
disciplinary inquiry pro-
cedures, and the supply of
cooled drinking water dur-
ing summer.

It also recommended
framing detailed rules to
implement new rights in-

troduced through the 2026
amendment, including
workers' right to refuse un-
safe work, protection from
workplace -discrimination,
violence and harassment,
and extending labour
rights to domestic and dig-
ital platform workers,

The paper further pro-
posed strengthening safe-
guards for trade union
registration and elections,
preventing unfair labour
practices, ensuring equal
pay for equal work, im-
proving the Alternative
Dispute Resclution Au-
thority and correcting in-
consistencies in section
188(5) relating to labour
court appeals.

It also proposed Bang-
ladesh's first draft rule
on heat injury and ill-
ness prevention, recom-
mending mandatory heat

monitoring, rest breaks,
access to drinking water,
acclimatisation measures,
and emergency response
procedures for workers ex-
posed to extreme heat.

Labour Reform Com-
mission chair Syed Sul-
tan Uddin Ahmmed said
fhat labour rules should
remain consistent with
international labour stand-
ards,

‘Workers' fundamental
rights and healthy indus-
trial relations should be
kept at the centre of the
entire process,’ he said.

Among others, Interna-
tional Labour Organiza-
tion country director Max
Tunén and labour leaders
Anower Hgssain, Salaud-
din Shapon, Taslima Ak-
ter, Nazma Akter, Banul
Akhter, and Ruhul Amin
spoke in the meeting.
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Govt resets target for child
labour elimination to 2030

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh hasdrafted a new five-year National
‘lan of Action (NPA) resetting the target for

el" “aating all forms of child labeur to 2030, with

ai._.tial focus on eradicating the worst forms

from hazardous occupations and the informal
sector, sources said.

The government had previously set targets of

eliminating the worst forms of child labour by

2021 and all forms by 2025. Both deadlines were

missed for reasons, most notably the Covid-19

pandemic, they said.

People involved in drafting the plan said the new

NPA would be finalised by the middie of this

month. It sets out five strategic objectives,

luding a monitoring and evaluation framework,
which was absent from the previous action plan.

The revised NPA and its updated timeframe are

also considered important for achieving the global

et of eliminating child labour by 2030 and for
elping Bangladesh retain eligibility for zero-

Iff export access to the European Union market,
particularly after its graduation from the least
developed country (LDC) category, they added,
When contacted, Labour Ministry Additional
Secretary Abdur Rahim Khan said a validation
m~ “ingwas held in the capital on Wednesday and
th._-he NPA would be finalised by July 15 after
incorporating observations made during the
meeting.

He said the new NPA places greater emphasis on

implementation strategies and coordination

among all relevant stakeholders. Its five strategic
objectives are prevention, protection,
prosecution, partnership, and monitoring and
evaluation.

According to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
BES} National Child Labour Survey 2022,
ublished in 2024, around 1.78 million children

sre engaged in child labour across the country, of

vhoem 1.07 million are involved in hazardous work.

The government has already declared 43 sectors

fhazardous for children, up from 38 in 2022, while

zalls are growing from various quarters to include

domestic work on the list, officials said.

It has also declared eight industries -~ export-
oriented garments, leather goods, tanneries,
cerarnics, glass, silk, shrimp processing and
shipbreaking -- free from child labour, they
added.

The highest prevalence of both child labour
(1,776,097 children) and hazardous child labour
(1,068,212 children) is among those aged between
14 and 17 years, according to the draft NPA.

The industrial sector accounts for the largest
share of both child labour and hazardous child
labour, at 66.6 per cent and 54,7 per cent
respectively, followed by the service sector (44.4
percent and 29.9 per cent) and agriculture (38.8
percent and 3.3 per cent).

"This calls for greater attention to addressing
child labour in the industrial sector, including
large informal workplaces, followed by the service
and agricultural sectors," the draft says.

‘8BS data also show that child labour is more

prevalentin rural areas, at 44 per cent, compared
with 4.6 per cent in urban areas.

However, hazardous child labour is more
concentrated in urban areas, accounting for 24 per
cent, compared with 2.7 per cent in rural areas.
The draft therefore says greater attention is
needed In rural areas to address child labour
overall, while efforts to eliminate hazardous child
labour should primarily focus on urban areas,

"The NPA 2026-2030 identifies hazardous child

390 |

labourand child labour in the informal sector as
its priority," the draft says, noting that child
labour in Bangladesh is a multidimensianal
problem rooted in poverty, inadequate educatio
systems, social norms, weak governance and
environmental vulnerability.

Speaking to the Financial Express, Bangladesh
Labour Foundation Executive Director AKM Ashr
Uddin called for aligning compulsory education
with the minimum employment age of 14 by
extending free and compulsory education throu,
Class VIl to accelerate child labour eradication
efforts.

ILO Bangladesh Country Director Max Tunon sai
"In line with ILO Convention 138, keeping childri
in school remains one of the most effective way:
to prevent child labour."

Emphasising the need for stronger links betwee:
child labourprogrammes and social protection fe
vulnerable families, he said social safety nets th:
support parents while ensuring children remain i

" school could help break the cycle of

intergenerational poverty.

The draft NPA also recormmends a comprehensiv
approach encompassing poverty alleviation,
improved access to quality education, stronger
iaw enforcement, greater public awareness and
enhanced protection for disaster-affected and
marginalised communities.

Without addressing these interconnected factar:
child labour will continue to undermine the right

/4 and future of children in Bangladesh, it warns.

Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies (BILS)
Executive Director Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed saic
the new NPA is particularly important as the
International Labour Organization (ILO) has set
2030 as the target year for eliminating all forms
of child labour.
He said the initiative must be led by the
government rather than the international
community or civil society organisations, while
stressing that private-sector industries
employing large workforces should be fully
involved inimplementing the plan.
Munni_fe@yahoo.co
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