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Workers’ rlghts
under growing
threat worldwide,
says report

AFP Paris

Repressmn o[ wnrl-.er:. rights hag
deepened around the globe, with even
“stable” countries like France and the
United States now seeing eroded labour

- protections, the world's largest trade

union organisation said Monday.

The International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) said 72 percent of
151 countries surveved denied workers
access to justice, with authorities in
about 50 percent of countries arresting
or detaining workers last year.

“The crisis for workers' rights is no
longer confined to the margins — it
is now at the heart of democracies,”
the confederation’s general secretary
Luc Triangle said in a statement
presenting its annual rights index for
2026.

It found that the right to strike was
violated in 87 percent of countries, the
same level as in the previous two years,
with the right 1o collective bargaining
restricted in 80 percent.

The United States in particular was
placed on the ITUC watch list with a
rating of four for “systemic violations
of rights”, while France’s rating fell to
three from two, despite the country’s
historically robust union presence.

Argentina and Panama were added
to its 10 worst countries for workers’
rights, joining Belarus, Ecuador, Egypt,
Eswatini, Myanmar, Nigeria, Tunisia and
Turkey.

“Furope and the Americas record
their worst average ratings since the
index began in 2014," the report said,
noting an increased use of digital
surveillance to monitor and intimidate
employees,

It denounced a “billionaire coup”
with the support of farright and
authoritarian leaders to roll back rights
in order to maximise profits. It said fewer
countries were consulting with labour
organisations belfore enacting new
labour laws.

“Governments are failing to protect
working people, and in many cases are
actively undermining them,” Triangle
said, resulting in “a coordinated attack
on democracy”.

The ITUC has compiled its annual
index since 2014, ranking 151 countries on
dozens of criteria based on International
Labour Organisation conventions.
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must benefit
workers: ILO

Agence France-Presse -
Geneva

THE gains generated by
artificial intelligence must
benefit workers and do so
in a fair manner, the United
Nations' labour agency said
Monday.

Al is transforming the
world of work, changing
how value is created and
how decisions are made, at
speed and at scale, said Gil-
bert Houngbo, the head of
the UN’s International La-
bour Organisation.

‘Workers everywhere
must be able to share the
productivity gains generated
by AL Those gains musl be
distributed fairly through
better wages, stronger labour
protections, and more inclu-
sive growth,’ he told the an-
nual International Labour
Conference, which sets the
ILO’s broad policies.

The most prominent fig-
ures in Al are stepping back
from dire predictions about
mass unemployment, as the
industry faces growing pub-
lic hostility over Al's prom-
ised transformation of the
workplace,

Most economic institu-
tions, including the Europe-
an Central Bank, say that Al
has had enly minor effects
on employment so far.

While Al technology
is booming, ILO director-
general Houngho said that
‘the future of work will not
be determined by technol-
ogy alone, but by the poli-
cies, the institutions and
the social dialogue that
guide it.

“The choices we make to-
day will determine whether
Al broadens opportunity
and shared prosperity or
deepens inequality and’ in-
security,’ the former prime
minister of Togo said.

The choices available ,
include investing in skills,
strengthening labour and so-
cial protection, supperting
micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises, and up-
holding fundamental princi-
ples and rights at work, said
Houngbo.
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minimum wage framework.

sectors

Moinul Haque

THE Minimum Wages Board
has identified 67 additional
industrial sectors and pro-
posed to bring them under
formal wage regulation as
part of efforls to expand la-
bour protection and formal-
ise employment across the
country.

In a recent letter to the
labour ministry, wages
board chairman Mamunur
Rashid and secretary Raisha
Afroz proposed bringing the
identified ~manufacturing,
service, and transporl in-
dustries under the country’s

Wages board secretary
Ralsha told New Age re-
cently that the list of new-
ly identified sectors had
been prepared based on
the Bangladesh Standard
Industrial  Classification
2020, published by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Sta-
tistics, and the Survey of
Manufacturing Industries
2019 report, published in
July 2020.

She said that the board
also considered requests
received over the tele-
phone from the workers

"and owners of the industrial
sectors for the inclusion into
the formal wage system. Be-
sides, discussions held dur-
ing board meetings were also
taken into account.

Raisha said that the board
had formally sent the identi-
fied list of 67 private and indi-
vidually owned industrial sec-
tors to the labour ministry on
February 17 for further action.

Labour Studies executive
ditmtor Syed Sultan Ud-

it as a positive step towards
broader labour protection.

ormal wages
for 67 more

esh Institute of

wage oversight, describing

He told New age on Sun- -

likely

‘day that such e axpansmn must
be anchored in a unified na-
tional rhinimum wage stand-
ard to avoid widening incon-
sistencies across sectors,

The newly identified sec-
tors include shipbuilding,
river and sea ports,-gas and
axygen cylinder processing,
paper and paperboard manu-
facturing, foam and mattress
manufacturing, bicycle man-
ufacturing, privately owned
power generation, diaper
and sanitary napkin manu-
facturing, melamine prod-
ucts manufacturing, juice
and soft drinks manufactur-
ing, multi-product distribu-

_ tion and deaiamhlps, super

shops, courier services, and
sericulture and silk.

The sectors also include
drama and cinema produc-
tion houses, private tel-
‘evision channels, prayer cap
and prayer mat manufactur-

ing, bookbinding, mining
and stone quarrying, mo-
bile network operators, care
worker services, private in-
surance, real estate, private
kindergartem and coach-
ing centres, circus and fine
arts, decorators and catering
services, amusement parks,
internatibnal and domestic
organisations, drinking wa-
ter plmﬁcahnn and bottling,
and travel agencies and tour
management.

Other newly identified
sectors are shell product
manufacturing,  jewellery
manufacturing and market-
ing, musical instruments and
sports goods marketing, med-
ical equipment manufac-
turing, roads and highways
construction,  demolition
and dismantling enterprises,
automobile showrooms and
spare parts sales, sound re-

pmdu::unn livestock breed-
ing farms, and sugar and con-

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2028,

~ fectionery manufacturing.
The list further includes
rope and fishing net produc-
tion, pulp and paper pro-
duction, bamboo and cane
products, paper processing
and stationery manufactur-
ing, refined petroleurn and
chemical  manufacturing,
agro-chemical  production,
tyre and tube manufactur-
ing, computer and peripheral
equipment manufactu:mg,
distilleries, yarn spinning
and fabric weaving, and han-
dloom and textile finishing.
The rerhaining sectors in-
clude electrical motors and

transformer mmmfactunng,
electrical wire and cable
manufacturing,  electrical
wiring accessories, automo-
bile and auto-rickshaw man-
ufacturing, lift and manual
machinery - manufacturing,
agricultural and forestry
machinery manufacturing,
sports goods and toy manu-
facturing, motor vehicle
sales, wholesale trade, cattle
turing of mobile phones and
accessories, and inland and
maritime passenger and car-
g0 transport services.
Labour ministry officials
said that the government had
already decided to form min-
imum wage boards for five of
the newly identified sectors
and asked the Department
of Labour to nominate repre-
sentatives of employers and
wurkmforthawage—sdtng

and mattress manufacturing,
melamine product manufac-

turing, and the super shop

sector,

Earlier, acting on another
recommendation from the
Minimum Wages Board, the
labour ministry had also in-
structed the Dol to nominate
owner and worker represent-
atives for 10 additional sec-
tors to facilitate wage board
formation.

Those sectors include pri-
vately owned clinics, hospi-
tals and diagnostic centres,
dairy product production
and dairy farms, fertiliser
factories, electrical and elec-
tronic product manufactur-

OQ

brick kilns, commer-
cially operated amusement
parks, dried fish producers,
stone crushing units, pri-
vately owned air transport
services and IT parks.
Ministry officials said that
the 15 sectors would soon
be covered under the wage
board as the decision on the
sectors had been finalised.
At present, 47 industrial
sectors are under the juris-
diction of the Minimum
Of them, minimum wages
have already been fixed for
44 sectors, while wage ne-
gotiations are continuing for
three newly included sectors,
the ceramic industry, battery
man ing industry, and
dyes and chemicals industry.
Sultan Uddin called for a
shift towards a data-driven
methodology for wage set-
ting, grounded in indica-
tors such as inflation trends,
household -expenditure pat-
terns, per capita income, and
official statistics from the
desh Bureau of Sta-
tistics and the Bangladesh
Bank. 4
The labour expert de-
manded the establishment

o2

of a national ‘living wage'.

framework, moving beyond
subsistence-level bench-
marks to ensure that work-
ers can meet basic needs and
maintain dignified living
standards.

S s

Rejecting argumen
based - solely on industrial
affordability, Sultan main-
tained that minimum wage
should be treated as a non-
negotiable standard of hu-

Bangladesh's labour mar-
ket remained overwhelm-
ingly informal, with about
85 per cent of the workforce,
nearly six crore people, en-
Mmpbsmihnutﬁmml

The findings showed that
informality was particularly
pronounced among women
and young people, with 96
per cent of the employed
women and 92.7 per cent of
the youth aged 15-27 work-
ing outside formal employ-
ment structures.

Most of these workers lack
access to minimum wages,
job security, paid leave or so-
cial protection.
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10 for workers’ rights

The country still remains in no guara

Moinul Haque

BANGLADESH has moved
out of the list of the world's
10 worst countries for work-
ers' rights in 2026 for the first
time since 2017, although
the country remained in
rating 5, ‘no guarantee of
rights’, in the latest Interna-
tional Trade Union Confed-
eration Global Rights Index.
Bangladesh had been fea-
tured among the world’s 10
waorst countries for working
people until the 2025 edi-
tion of the index, marking
the ninth consecutive year
the couniry was placed in
the lowest rating category.
The ITUC report, pub-
lished on Monday, said that
Bangladesh’s improvement
was largely driven by leg-
islative reforms enacted in
November 2025 under the
interim administration led
by Muhammad Yunus af-

ers from

months of

couniries

_ 5 are considered among the
worst places in the world for
workers because, although

The ITUC also highlighted
s Hr 1o S
LASLELIALRETL  LCRREDDILE UL La=
bour protests end strikes

through police action and le-
gal restrictions.

It referred to an incident
in April 2025 when work-

Limited, T
ited and Apparel Art Limited
staged demonstrations out-
side the labour ministry over

festival allowances.

Police and labour authori-
ties dispersed the protest us-
ing tear gas, leaving numer-
ous workers injured.

The 13th edition of the
annual index assessed work-

s ¥

A file photo shows readymade garment workers protesting by
blocking Dhaka-Mymensingh Highway in Bhabaripur area in

Gazipur.

ter the fall of the previous
Sheikh Hasina-led govern-
ment in 2024.

According to the index,
the reforms significantly
reduced barriers to trade

— New Age photo

ing unions to be established
with the support of as few
as 20 workers, replacing the
previous requirement for ap-
proval from 20 per cent of a
company's total workforce.

union formation br——="

Apparel Plus EC
NZ Apparels Lim-

unpaid wages and

placed in Rating

These included Afghani-
stan, Myanmar, Libya, Pales-
ting, Syria, Yemen, Burundi,
the Central African Republic,

Tha reforms also intrn-
omalia,

some rights may formally S
exist in national legislation,
werlierssefectively Tinve I
tle or no access to them and
remain exposed o uniair la-
bour practices,

The report said 41 coun-
tries, including Bangladesh,
Cambodia, China, India, In-
donesia, Iran, Irag, Malaysia,
Pakistan and Tirkive, were
assigned rating 5 in 2026.

The 10 worst countries for
workers in the 2026 index
'were identified as Argentinta,
Belarus, Ecuador, Egypt, Es-
watini, Myanmar, Nigeria,

+

Sudan

Panama, Tunisia and Thrkive. in 2014, largely due to il
According to the ITUC, rise of farright polilics ar

these countries were marked authoritarian leadership.

by severe state repression, The Middle East and Nor

‘0\3

i I:.,J_:,.-.E-\tn tha PRTIT
countries in the 5+ categos
suffer from dysfunctional &
shtutions caused by arme

scores since the index beg

ments in Hong Kong, N
anmar and Cambodia cc
tinued 1o jail or exile lahc
leaders and suppress int

duced 120 days of paid ma-
ternity leave, expanded social
security, welfare and union
rights to domestic and agri-

4~ cultural workers, and brought

the hazardous shipbreaking
industry under formal labour
regulations for the first time.

Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies executive
director Syed Sultan Uddin
Ahmmed described Bangla-
desh’s removal from the list
of the 10 worst countries for
workers as a positive devel-
opment, saying that recent
labour law reforms had in-
troduced several construc-
tive measures,

However, he said that ef-
fective implementation would

ire the removal of existing

administrative obstacles.

Sultan Uddin said that
that trade union registration
remained difficult in small
and medium-sized factories,
_as_establishments  employ-
South' Sudan and

gty

rld’s worst

ntee of rights” category

ing 50 workers still required
40 per cent representation to
form a union.

He also stressed the need
to extend legal protection to
all categories of workers and
ensure genuine trade union
representation in ftripartite
committees.

Despite describing the
reforms as historic break-
throughs, the ITUC said that
workers in Bangladesh con-
tinued to face serious obsta-
cles in exercising fundamen-
tal labour rights.

The report noted that
freedom of association re-
mained heavily restricted
because of regulatory bar-
riers and strong resistance
front employers.

Workers in Special Eco-
nomic Zones were still sys-
tematically deprived of their
right to form and join trade
unions, it said.

conflict, political instabili = collective bargaining was re-
or military occupation, lea stricted in 80 per cent and the
ing workers with virtually 1 Tight to form and join trade
legal protection. unions violated in 75 per cent
The report observed th of countries.
labour conditions deteri The ITUC additionally
rated across several regior highlighted the vulnerability
in 2026. of Bangladeshi migrant work-
Europe and the Americ. ~ers abroad, particularly in the
recorded their worst avera, Middle East and North Africa

ers'’ rights protections in arbitrary arrests and the sup- Africa remained the work Israel and Iran, while many
law and practice across 151 pression of independent la- most oppressive region t faced language barriers and
countries, ranking them bour arganising workers, with all 18 countri ~ legal discrimination that lim-
in categories from 1 to 5+, The report also identified in the region violating rigt ited their ability to seek safety
with 1 representing the 12 countries in the harsher related to union regisiratic or evacuale during periods of
strongest protection of col- rating 5+ category, defined as collective bargaining and =~ unrest
lective labour rights and 5+ ‘no guarantee of rights due to  bour organising. “The 2026 Global Rights
the worst category. the breakdown of the raleof  In the Asia-Pacific regic  Indexshows that the crisis for
According to the ITUC, law. the ITUC said that gover - workers' rights is no longer

ment.

region.

« It noted that Bangladeshi
migrant workers had been
killed in attacks linked to the
ongoing conflict involving

‘confined to the margins - it is
now at the heart of democra- -
cies, ITUC general secretary
Luc Triangle said in a state-

sendent dissent.

Globally, the report found
Ahiat the right to strike was
violated in 87 per cent of
countries, while the right to
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Factories face soaring”
costs as Iran war causes
supply shocks

Rl' UTERS, London/ Tokyo

Th:. economic *:hoL]-. trom the lran
war hit European factories last month,
suppressing demand for their goods and
pushing up raw material costs at the
fastest rate in four years, although their
Asian peers saw aclivity expand due Lo
stockpiling, surveys showed on Monday.

The USIsraeli conflict with Iran,
which began in late February, has
upended trade, rattled financial markets
and raised concerns over global energy
supplies, particularly through the Strait
of Hormuz, a key route for oil and gas
shipments.

Monday's surveys came alter the heads
of the International Energy Agency,
International Monetary Fund, World

+Bank and World Trade Organization
- warned the war was straining global
energy supplies.

S&P Global's Eurozone Manufacturing
PMI fell to 51.6 in May from April's near
four-vear high of 522, but ahead of a
preliminary estimate of 51.4.

A reading above 50.0
growth.

“Although euro area manufacturers
reported an expansion for a fourth

indicates

A steel worker stands amid sparks of raw iron coming from a blast furnace at a steel factory in Duisburg, Germany.

successive month in May, the seclor
is showing signs of struggling under
the weight of rising prices and supply
disruptions emanating from the war in
‘the Middle East,” said Chris Williamson,
chief business economist at S&P Global
Market Intelligence,

In Germany, Europe's largest economy,
the manufacturing sector stalled while
French facteries saw a contraction for the
first time since November.

The European Central Bank will hike
its deposit rate this month and at least
once more this year to try to stop higher
energy prices leeding into core inflation,
according to a majority of economists
polled by Reuters in May.

Official data due on Tuesday is
expected to show inflation rose further
above the ECB's 2 percent target last
month. British factories raised their
prices at the fastest rate since June 2022
last month in response (o a big increase
in costs.

ASIAN BUFFERS

Sdill, factory activity expanded in most
Asian economies.

China's private sector gauge grew
for a sixth straight month and South
Korea's hit the fastest pace in [ive years,

o9

highlighting a region wide push to build
buffers against potential conflict-led
disruptions.

And the S&P 500 and Nasdag each
ticking up about two-tenths of a percent.

The RatingDog China General
Manufacturing PMI, compiled by S&P
Global, fell to 518 in May from 52.2
in April, but was slightly better than
analysts' forecast of 51.6.

That outcome contrasted with an
official survey showing factory activity
in the world's second-largest economy
stalled last month as new orders
contracted and input costs kept rising.

Japan's factory activity also expanded
with the PMI at 54.5 in 'via\ slowing from
April’s more than four-year high of 55.1,
though firms there reported the sharpest
rise in input costs since September 2022
due to higher raw material prices.

South Korea's PMI rose to its highest
since March 2021 at 54.8 in May, up from
53.6, again underlining firms' drive to
lockin supplies. e o e s

In Vietnam, the factory PMI Jauge
rose to 52.8 from 50.5, while Taiwan's
rose to 56.1 from 53.3, surveys showed.
The index for the Philippines jumped to
50.8 from 48.3.

PHOTO: REUTERS/FILE
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Leather traders limping along

NAZIMUDDIN SHYAMOL

CHATTOGRAM, June 01: The tannery industry in the
port city is steadily declining, as most tanneries
have shut down due to a lack of government
support and obstacles created by various agencies,
including the Department of Environment (DoE).
There were around 30 tanneries in Chattogram
before the country's independence, while the
government nationalised the tanneries following
independence. Subsequently, these enterprises
were sold to the private sector.

Highlighting Chattogram's long-standing leather
business heritage, President of the Greater
Chattogram Raw Leather Traders Cooperative
Association Md. Muslim Uddin said, "Most of the
businessmen here have inherited the trade from
their ancestors. They have been doing business
since the Pakistan period. Even after independence,
there were 22 tanneries in Chattogram, but the
leather industry Is suffering from a deep crisis today
due to financial constraints, environmental
problems and the wrong policies of the previous

government."
Karnaphuli Tannery, Rowshan Tannery,

Industry insiders urge the

govt to set up a dedicated
tannery estate

Chattogram Tannery, Orient Tannery, Meghna
Tannery, Jaman Rahman Tannery, Jubilee Tannery,
Madina Tannery, Metropolitan Later Industry, and
Reef Leather Limited were among the 22 tanneries.
Even a decade ago, these factories were producing
leather goods, but of them only two are now in
operation while the remaining have already closed.
Reef Leather Limited, established in 1991, was the
last major investment in the tannery sector in
Chattogram. Since then, no new tannery has been
setup.

Most of the tanneries were developed in the Antura
Depotand Jalalabad areas in Chattogram while only
Reef Leather Limited is located in Kalurghat
Industrial Area.

Director of Reef Leather Industry Limited Muklesur
Rahman said, "The leather and tannery sector is
very important for Bangladesh as there is abundant

rawhide. During Eid-ul-Azha alone, Chattogram
supplies more than 700,000 pieces of rawhide .
every year. But unfortunately, most tanneries in
Chattogram have shut down due to owners'
negligence and alack of investment."
If a dedicated tannery zone is established in
Chattogram, the sector will be profitable, he said,
adding that with modern technology and facilities,
and given the availability of raw hides, the industry’
has significant potential for expansion in the port
city. He urged the government to set up a special
zone for tanneries in Chattogram like in Dhaka.
The government is, however, going to setup a
special zone for tanneries on 300 acres of land in
Mirerswari Economic Zone (MEZ). Bangladesh
Small Industries Corporation (BSIC) sources said the
government will set up three special zones for
tanneries-one in Savar, one in MEZ and the otherin
Rajshahi. '
Newly-elected President of Chattogram Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Amirul Haque said of the
total demand for rawhide, Chattogram supplies 40
to 50 per cent. If a special zone for tanneries is set
up, the sector will be profitable, he added.
nazimuddinshyamol@gmail.com
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which means nogtmmnmeofﬂ@mduetomebreahdownof
the rule of law.’ B&ngﬁadashhasmedﬂutafmegmupmﬂle
report, published on June 1, mainly riding on some legislative
reforms effected during the interim administration. The Labour
Act (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025, promulgated on November
17, waspassed into law, providing for an overhaul of labour
1ce memfomsshaueredum yarriers to trade union

protection to all categaries of workers and ensure meaningful
trade union repres;entat‘ian in tripartite ¢ committees. Bangladesh

e

has moved out of the. worst grou ) on paper; the government now

its own interests.

cles. What the govemrnent further needs to do is to extend fagai

riust work for Bangladesh to.mweoutofmeg‘wnm oractice in
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RMG exports under pressure
as global demand weakens

Sunday * June 7, 2026
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Gat Shipments fall across
L readymade t .
e EU, US and emerging
growthinmajor destinations, including  Rpg b= g (el a1y e QU [ 48

both traditional markets like the European

and tariff tensions

and EU, he noted.

With an elected political government now
in power, he said political uncertainty has
gradually eased, but the internal issues,
including rising cost of production due to
energy price hike, labourcosts and others,

Union, the USand the UK aswell as are eroding their competitiveness.
emerging non-traditional markets this The strategic plans of one of the major
fiscal year amid external headwinds. Out of the $17.35 billion earnings, ~ buyerslike H&M has also hinted at aloss
Exporters and trade officials said global knitwear accounted for USS 10.42 of local competitiveness, he said, adding
trade disruptions, tariff tensions and billion, down from US$ 11.12 billion, that the buyer is reportedly shifting to
ongoing wars have weakened global reflecting a 6.26 per cent decline. India, possibly due to the neighbouring
demand for clothing across export Similarly, earnings from woven items - country's price competitiveness, .
markets, while intemal bottleneckshave  during the period also marked a2.71 per  availability of raw materials and

eroded competitiveness. Asa result, cent fall to US$6.93 billion from US$7.12  government's support to enhance
exports have remained on a negative billion. competitiveness,

trajectory over the last eleven months. Readymade garment tsto the Talking to the FE, Mohammad Hatem,
They observed that some major buyers US and UK fetched US$7.02 b!lﬁuﬂ and president of Bangladesh Knitwear

like H&M is shifting sourcing away from US$4.01 billion respectively, marking Manufacturers and Exporters Association
Bangladesh, though notin hrgewhane declines of 0.04 per cent and 0.50 per (BKMEA), said the rising cost of living due
Inﬁmhgﬂ'latthemumkludng cent over the comspondingpemduﬂ"\g i :nhigh inflation forced consumers to
ground in cost 2024-25. 5 se essential needs over clothing
Germany, France, Italy, Denmark, Spain, Non-traditional markets also MMe_ssed h pﬂtluses

the Netherlands and Poland are among
the EU's billion-dollar markets for

a5.95 per cent fall during the eleven
months, reflecting persistent global

Bangladeshi garments. demand weakness and economic
Shipments to these countries during the uncertainty across key economies, data
first eleven months of the current fiscal analysis showed.

year recorded negative growth ranging Official data show that exports to new
from 4.0 per cent toover 12 percent, with  destinations, including Japan, Australia,
only a few markets posting marginal India, South Korea, Mexico, Russiaand
growth, according to Export Promotion Turkey, decreased by 10 per cent to 30
Bureau (EPB) data. percent year on year.

Shipments to the Netherlands recordeda  Earnings from non-traditional markets
2.13 per centdecline, while Spain and during the period stood at US55.68 billion,
Poland registered declines of 4.0 percent  which was USS 6,04 billion.

and 7.98 per cent respectively. When asked about the trade situation,

The downturn across 16 nations also
resulted in a 4.88 per cent negative
growth in exports to the 27-nation bloc
of EU.

Bangladesh received U5$17.35 billion
from garment export to the EU during the
July-May period of 2025-26, down from
US518.24 billionin the corresponding
period of the last fiscal year(2024-24),
EPB data showed.

Khan Monirul Alam, managing director of
Fashion.com, said the performance
reflected a broader slowdown on the
global apparel market.

"Uncertainty and disrupticns, including
the impact of wars-- Russia-Ukrain and in
the Middle East, have dampened
demand," he told the FE.

US tariff regime is further worsening
the market condition in both America

"And following the weak demand, buyers

arealso purchasing less," henoted.
Echoing Mr Alam, he, however, noted that
the latest price hike in electricity would
surely raise the cost of production which
has already gone up by 20 per cent due to
anumber of factors.
The government last time did not raise
diesel price to support consumers while
the electricity price hike would affect
them and manufacturers most, he said,
adding the government should incentivise
for some more time to help curb inflation.
Despite the overall weakness, Canada
showed 2.27 per cent growth to fetch
US51.22 billion during July-May period of
fiscal 2025 26, according to the EPB data.
Overall, Bangladesh's total RMG
exports fell 3.41per cent year on year to
US$35.31 billion in the first eleven
months of F¥Y2025-26, compared with
US$36.55 billion during the same period
last fiscal year.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com




iros ey

THE FINANCIALEXPRESS _ Friday

FE REPORT

At least 281 people were killed and 837
others injured in 292 road accidents
acress the country during the 13 days

The fatalities also included 48 people
travelling in three-wheelers, 32 in trucks,
covered vans, pickups and trolleys, 21in
buses, 11 in private cars and ambulances,

281 killed, 837 injured in
Eid-time road accidents

Motorbike crashes account for the highest number of fatalities -

leading cause of accidents, accounting for
127 crashes while head-on collisions
caused 73 accidents, 42 involved vehicles
hitting others from behind and 38 involved
pedestrians being run over, it said.

before and after Eid-ul-Azha, said the
Road Safety Foundation ( RSF) on

- Thursday.
Of the total deceased, 34 were women
and 48 children, the RSF said ina press
release on Thursday.
It said the data was compiled from
reports published in nine national
dailies, 17 online news portals, electronic
media reports, and the organisation's
own independent sources.
According to the RSF analysis, onan

- average 22 persons were killed per day
on the country's roads during the
recently observed Eid-ul- Ajha holidays.
It said that among the victims 37 were

urn

pedestrians.
The RSF said motorcycle crashes account-  warning signs.
ed for the highest number of deaths. According to the RSF's

- y| ~Atleast 124 riders and pillion passengers
were killed in 141 motorcycle crashes,
representing 44.12 percent of all fatali-
ties, the press release said.

JAISHTHA 26, 1433 BS
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Prepare for the
rising heat

Govt must act to protect
lives and livelihoods

The temperature in Bangladesh is rising at an alarming
rate. According to an analysis by this daily using data from
the World Bank’s Climate Change Knowledge Portal and the
Lancet Countdown, the number of days each year when the
heat feels unsafe for the human body has nearly tripled-
from 46 days in 2000 to 120 days in 2024. Bangladesh
Meteorological Department’s data also show how intense and
widespread the heat has become, with heatwaves affecting
up to 40 districts on the same day {June 2) this year. The
situation is made worse by high humidity, which prevents the
body from cooling itself and makes the weather feel much
hotter than it actually is. On some days in Dhaka, 35 degrees
Celsius can feel closer to 45 degrees Celsius, which is deeply
concerning.

The country now ranks fourth in the world far the number
of days with a heat index above 35 degrees Celsius, behind
only three Gulf countries known for their desert climates,
Most scientific research atiributes this dramatic rise
primarily to human induced climate change. Studies suggest
that 60 percent of the heatwaves recorded in Bangladesh
between 2020 and 2024 would not have occurred without

53

and eight in locally made motorised vehi-
cles, it said, adding that 33 driversand
transport workers were among them.
Some 13 waterway accidents left eight
people dead and 15 injured, while 24 sac- ~
rificial cattle also died in theincidents.

In addition, 22 railway accidents claimed
17 lives and injured nine others, the
press release continued.

The press release also highlighted sever-
al major incidents, including a crash in
Kalihati, Tangail, in which 15 low-
income workers were killed after a road-

It further said 13 major accidents
occurred when moving vehicles crashed
into disabled vehicles left on express-
ways and highways without adequate

accidents occurred on regional roads
while 97 on national highways, 42 on
rural roads and 37 on city roads.
Loss of vehicle control was identified as the

DHAKA TUESDAY-JUNE 9, 2026
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The foundation further said Dhaka divi-
sion recorded the highest number of
casualties, with 101 deaths in 95 crashes.
Sylhet division recorded the lowest, with
seven deaths in nine crashes. Among the
districts, Faridpur recorded the highest
death toll, with 28 fatalities in 19 crashes.
It also said more than 10 million people
left the capital to celebrate Eid with their
families. Around 40 million people trav-
elled between districts across the coun-
try, it mentioned.
Chairman of RSF Saidur Rahaman said
traffic congestion and overall sufferings
of commuters on highways and water-
ways were comparatively lower this
year, except for bottlenecks on routes in-
the northern region.
He also alleged that passengers travel-
ling during Eid holidays by all modes of
transport were overcharged due to weak
enforcement of regulatory measures.
talhabinhabib@yahoo.com

analysis, 112

climate change. The problem is being worsened by unplanned
urbanisation, unchecked industrialisation, shrinking green
spaces, and rapid deforestation. Cities like Dhaka have become
heat islands where concrete and dense construction trap heat,
while the continued loss of forest cover is weakening one of
our strongest natural defences against rising temperatures.

Heat exposure is linked to rising mortality, worsening
physical and mental health, and declining productivity.
According to reports, heat relatedillness and lost productivity
cost Bangladesh up to $1.78 billion in 2024 alone. Agricultural
workers, construction labourers, transport workers, and
others who work outdoors are among the hardest hit. For
many daily wage earners, extreme heat means fewer working
hours and less income. In a country where millions of
families already face financial hardship, these losses threaten
livelihoods, food security, and overall well being,

Under the circumstances, the government musl treat
rising heat as a major public health and economic challenge
and develop a comprehensive heat action plan. This should
include early warning systems, public awareness campaigns,
heat-health monitoring, and emergency response measures.
Hospitals must be prepared to deal with heat related
illnesses, while outdoor workers should have access to
drinking water, shaded rest areas, and flexible working hours
during peak heat. The government shotld also expand green
spaces, protect water bodies, strengthen climate-resilient
infrastructure, and stop further deforestation. Climate
adaptation strategies must focus on vulnerable communities,
particularly low-income househ olds and outdoor workers. As
extreme heat becomes more COMMON, OUr response must
prioritise those most at risk. .
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Every year on Labour Day,
Bangladesh witnesses rallies,
speeches, and renewed promises,
Yet one fundamental question
remains unresolved: what does the
nation owe to the workers who keep
its economy alive?

They are the garment workers, tea
workers, construction workers,
transport workers, migrant workers,
domestic workers, and millions in
the informal sector whose labour
sustains families, industries,
exports, and national growth. Too
often, they are visible only when
production stops or tragedy strikes.
For Bangladesh, labour rights are not
merely a legal or economic issue.
Theyare also a moral issue. Asa
Muslim-majority society witha
strong Islamic ethical tradition and
as a post-colonial state shaped by
workers' struggles, Bangladesh
stands at a unique crossroads.
Modern labour rights and Islamic
moral duties are not in conflict. They
converge on one basic principle:
workers must be treated with
fairness, justice, and dignity.

The histary of labour strugglein
Bengal predates the formation of
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and modern
India. It goes back to the jute mill era
of the nineteenth century, when
workers first confronted the harsh
realities of colonial industrial
capitalism. Before 1971, workers in
jute mills, presses, plantations, and
other sectors organized and
protested for basic rights. The 1921
MullukCholo Tea Worker Movement,
which ended in brutal violence
against tea workers in Chandpur,
remains one of the most painful
reminders of colonial labor
exploitation.

After Independence, workers
continued to shape democratic life
in Bangladesh. Adamjee Jute Mill
bacame a major centre of labour
maobilisation and state repression.
The killing of trade union leader
Tajul Islam in 1984 generated
nationwide protests, By 1990,
organised labour had become a
major force in the movement that
helped bring down the Ershad
regime. Workers did not merely
benefit from demacracy; they
helped make democracy possible,
The rise of the ready-made garment
industry created employment for
millions, especially women, and
transformed Bangladesh's
economy. But it also exposed deep
failures. The Tazreen Fashions firein
2012 and the Rana Plaza collapse in

2013 were not isolated tragedies.
They revealed systemic negligence
in workplace safety, regulatory
enforcement, and corporate
responsibility. Employers failed to
ensure safe working conditions,
while global buyers often treated
worker safety as a cost rather than a
duty.

Bangladesh does have labour laws.
The Bangladesh Labour Act 2006, its
subsequent amendments, and
related rules set standards for
wages, working hours, occupational
safaty, trade union formation, and
compensation for workplace
injuries. The Constitution also
commits the State to protecting
labour, honouring workers, and
prohibiting forced labour.

The problem is not the absence of
legal language. The problem is weak
enforcement. Many workers still
face delayed wages, excessive hours,
and unsafe workplaces. Trade union
registration remains difficult.
Employers who violate collective
bargaining rights or dismiss workers
for organising often face limited
consequences. In export processing
zones, labour protections remain
weaker than in the rest of the
country. Restrictions on the right to
strike also undermine confidence in
the fairness of the labour system.

A law that can be violated without
serious consequence loses its moral
and practical force. Rights that
workers cannot collectively defend
remain dependent on the goodwill
of those who hold economic power
over them.

Islamic ethics speaks clearly about
this issue. The Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him, instructed
employers to pay workers their
wages before their sweat dries. This
is not merely a ceremonial saying. It
is a powerful moral command for
timely and fair payment. Another
hadith warns against those who
employ workers fully but fail to pay
them properly.

In this light, wage theft is not only a
violation of labour law. It is a moral

offense. Delayed wages, withheld

o9

payments, unsafe buildings, locked
exits during fires, forced overtime,
and suppression of legitimate
worker voices violate both legal
obligations and duties before Allah.
The Qur'anic principles of justice,
contract fulfilment, and protection -
from undue burden reinforce the
same message. Employers must not
withhold others' rights, Contracts
must be honoured. No person should
be burdened beyond capacity. These
principles apply directly to forced
overtime, hazardous conditions,
unpaid wages, and inequitable
treatment of women workers.

Long before modern labour
legislation, Islamic jurisprudence
recognised workers as persons with
rights. Their contracts must be
respected, their vulnerability must
not be exploited, and their
livelihoods must be protected.
Thus, secular labour rights and
Islamic labour ethics reach the same
conclusion through different routes,
One emerges from industrial
struggle, constitutional
development, and democratic
practice. The other emerges from
revelation, prophetic teaching, and
moral accountability. Both demand
timely payment of wages, safe
working conditions, protection from
exploitation, fair treatment, and
respect for human dignity.

This convergence is important.
Some secular voices view religious
language as a distraction from
rights-based discourse, Some
religious voices view trade unionism
as foreign. Both positions are
mistaken. The worker demanding
fair wages and the imam reminding
employers of their moral duties are
set on the same ethical ground.
What then must Bangladesh do?
First, occupational health and safety
must be strengthened across all
sectors, notonly in export-oriented
garment factories. Domestic-
market factories, shipbreaking
yards, tanneries, construction sites,
transport operations, and informal
workplaces must be subject to
effective regulatory oversight.

C<lre= ler Fnday « June 5, 2026

Labour rights: legal
obllgatlon & moral

—-

Second, ccmpensation for wcrkplace
injury and death must be improved.
Payments to injured workers or
families oi” deceased workers should
be fair, hu mane, and consistent with
the real ec onomic loss suffered.
Outdated ( :ompensation caps do not
reflect the dignity of human life.
Third, Ban zladesh must remove
legaland p ractical barriers to trade
union form iation, Workers need
collective t yargaining power to
defend the irrights. Those who
organise st 1ould not face dismissal,
blacklisting 7, harassment, or false
criminal ch. arges.

Fourth, waj e theft must be treated
as a serious . violation. Withholding
wages earn ed is nota minor
administra tive problem. Itisa
breach of l: w, contract, and moral
duty.

Finally, pro tection for women
workers mi ist move from rhetoric to
reality. Wo men form the backbone
of the garm yent industry and are also
highlyvuln erable in migration,
domestic work, and informal —
employment. Effective remedies are
needed against sexual harassment,
wage discrimination, denial of
maternity rights, unsafe transport,
and insecure living conditions.

None of these reforms is radical.
They are already required by law,
demanded by justice, and supported
by Bangladesh's constitutional
commitments and Islamic moral
heritage,

Bangladesh cannot build a just and
sustainable economy by treating
workers as disposable inputs. Labour
is not only a factor of production; it
is human effort, sacrifice, and
dignity. The true test of
development is not anly export
growth, foreign exchange earnings,
or GDP expansion. It is whether the
people whose |abour makes growth
possible are protected, respected,

. and paid fairly.

On Labour Day and beyond,
Bangladesh must move from
speeches to enforcement, from

- sympathy to justice, and from legal

promises to moral action. Workers'
rights are not charity. They are
obligations. And fulfilling those
obligations is one of the clearest
tests of the nation's conscience.

M. Kabir Hassan, Professor of Finance
and Moffett Chair, University of New
Orleans;

2016 IsDB Prize Laureate in Islamic
Banking and Finance.
KabirHassan63@gmail.com
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by Md Mominur Rahman
and Mohammed Mizanur

Rahman

ANGLADESH has tended to be
optimistic about its demographic

dividend for good reasons. More

than a half the population is under

35 and each year thousands of young jn ¢f

people join the job market with the
dreams of their families that have
sacrificed, saved and educated them.
However, the concern of increasing
economic and social costs of youth
unemployment is less visible in the
rhetoric of growth and opportunity.

No longer is this a problem limited
to statistics found in economic re-

. It can be seen in an increasing
number of graduates taking migration
examinations rather than job inter-
views, disappointed educated young
people who spend hours giving com-
petitive recruitment tests and growing
disparity between academic gualifica-
tions and access to jobs. Bangladesh -
might be churning out graduates in
a greater number than it can provide

" 4} for them with decent employment

- | opportunities.

The effects are more than just
individual. They are very economic,
institutional and social. In develop-
ing economies, there isa-paradox of
vouth unemployment. The expansion
of gross domestic product can occur
in a country that cannot accommodate
its educated population. In infrastruc-
ture, export, digitalisation and poverty
alleviation, Bangladesh has achieved
tremendous progress, But, there is no
one-size-fits-all solution to achieving

ost of yout

disappointmen mnuisom!-

mﬂmu.il‘hi:i Mmma:ﬂ;ga

Mhﬁlms p, entrepreneurs

phnmﬂsfurlhh term. The
__whol{mwaﬁmh

‘result: the rapidization of the migra-
tion culture, More and more, the
talented youth perceive the alternative
to participation as departure as the
most rational economic choice. Some
are interested in studying overseas
without any plans for return while
others are interested in any kind of

G

The act of migration is not bad.
Remittance continues to be one of the
economic lifelines of Bangladesh. But,
continuous leakage of educated and
skilled youth poses serious concerns

afbmmdmin.Thabmhxdmhmfphy-'

sicians, engineers, researchers, IT spe-
cialists and highly educated graduates
represents not only the loss of human
resources but also that of innovation
potential, institutional leadership and
productivity potential.

The problem is even more wor-
risome when looked at from the
perspective of public investment. The

government provides
for education through public universi-
ties and educational infrastructure and

the long-term return of the investment

on education is increasing to be real-
ised outside Bangladesh, The country
develops human resources that are

employment-intensive growth. Growth later used by other economies.

if not accumpa.nied by quality employ-
ment is a very dangerous condition for
any emerging economy, as economists
refer to it as jobless %
Unemployment is not only the loss
of income, it is also a loss of confi-
dence, identity and social participa-
tion for many young people. The path
to upward mobility, which was once
the belief that a university degree
would provide, is becoming less
certain. Students and their families
go to great lengths to pay for a college
education and then find that they
can continue to count on parents for
support well into adulthood. Parents
and students invest years, funding
education only to find their
e still relying on parental
ﬁ'mo their adulthood.
Lima can
have an unational impact, to
anxiety, isolation and the loss of trust
in institutions.

Meanwhile, a structural mismatch
in the labour market continues. Em-
ployers often lament a lack of skills
and graduates complain of lack of jobs
This paradox points to a more serious
issue: there is a lack of cooperation

* between education and industry.

Students leave school with a good
grasp of theory but poor practical
skills. There are a number of institu-
tions where some soft skills, digital
literacy, analytical thinking, commu-
nication skills and problem-solving
skills are still in their infancy. In the
meantime, however, sectors such
as technology, renewable energy,
logistics, advanced manufacturing and
data services continue to develop at a

| greater pace than curriculum reforms.

This leads to a mismatch economy,

one in which there are jobs available

and people who are not working,
The secial aspect of long-term

3¢

e —— Wy

financial support

T
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exclusion n[ youth is aksn & Concern.

Economically frustrated young pauple

in a large number can create the
disintegration of social cohesion and
vulnerability to crime, extremism,

progresa mciulum\mmmsmgmw
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- demegraphic problem at the moment.

It is a management challenge of the
demography. A young population may

be a great asset or the biggest struc-

tural pressure, depending on the effec-
tiveness of the system of employment
design. The policy reply needs to go
beyond recruitment driv?fi:ndapucif
todsuisammndimtadempluymam
policy, connected to education, indus-
try, technology, entrepreneurship and

development.

The first is shifting the focus from
degree- to employment-criented learn-
ing in universities. Here, we need to en-
sure that the redesign of the curriculum
is done in consultation with industry
and policy-makers as well as employers
so that the graduates are prepared to
meet the changing needs of the market
and not the theoretical needs.

Second, entrepreneurship should
be conceptualised as an economic
system, not as a motivational mantra,
Entrepreneurs have access to less
money and more paperwork, less
support from other entrepreneurs and
less support from the government,
Entrepreneurship rhetoric can become
detached from reality if not accom-
panied by a structure that supports
entrepreneurship in practice.

Thirdly, there is a need to invest
more in future-oriented sectors which
can create skilled jobs, Opportunities
exist in the field of artificial intelli-
gence, green industries and services,
digital services, climate adaptation
technologies and research-based in-
novation provided that they can be
promoted by strategic and targeted

policy incenfives.
Fourth, there needs to be a remedy
for regional econﬁ}ml;nlgequahﬂ tyki?alr]ad
prospects are still s cantly s
towards urban areas, especially Dhaka.
lmamd investment in industry and
in non-metropolitan areas
help to lessen migration pressure
ang promote regional nal balance.
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Leather sector blames
incomplete CETP for
export stagnation

Nasir alleged that the
abrupt shutdown of utility
connections in Hazaribagh
during the relocation process
c:tegted anxiety among inter-

Korean, Japanese, Halian
and other buyers became
alarmed when they saw gas
and electricity connections
:iejitlﬁ cut bef& adequate fa-

5 were '

he added. y in Savar,
Nasir Khen alleged that
the previous Awami League
government failed to pri-

BANGLADESH'S leather in-
dustry leaders blamed pro-

4| filled.

longed delays in establish- oritise the leather sector and
ing a fully functional central had effectively gifted to a
effluent  treatment plant neighbouring country.

and inconsistent govern- Tollowing the disconnec-
ment policies for the sector’s tion of power in Hazaribagh,
stagnant exports despite the |4 the industrial zone in Bon-

country’s abundant supply
of raw hides.

They also said that nearly
nine years after the reloca-
tion of tanneries from Haz-
aribagh to the Savar Tannery
Indusirial Estate, the key

objective bebing:l. the move, _capi

environmentally-
compliant leather produc-
tion, remains largely unful- |

The file photo shows a worker arranges hides at a tannery in the

Jle CETP prevented
Bangladeshi leather
ers from obtaining globally

med " environmental
tions, including cer-

" tification from the Leather

produc- -

— Sony Ramani
producers of raw hides.
They pointed to Vietnam
as an example, saying the
country imports raw hides
and exports high-value leath-

gaon {m India) opened the
following week. The timing
was significant,’ he added.
mmmﬁ;ﬂmw

e alleged that despite
spending around Tk 1,200
crore, the authorities had
failed to make the facility ful-
ly operational and now it has
been destroying the Dhalesh-
wari River.

| ture of Bangladesh’s Leather Working Group, prompting er ucts to Western mar- 5]
lndu:try Losing s Mo. many intenational buyers to kets, while Bangladesh has yearg of gelay; 1y m;ﬁ:
tum?, organised by leave the country. struggled to expand despite  1oqinr hnwr;; h};rl alraad
the Power and Participation “We gradually lost all com- ok stic supplies. " He s&d nearly 60 | %
Research Centre as a part pliant customers because we Mg . cent of goat kJ;ns o84
_mesearch LTRSS could not show them the re- forced to use imported leath- et i
of its Ajker Agenda policy Products er because locally processed damaged due to poor
; : certificates. reservation and handli
conversation series. _  that could have been sold leather lacks LWG certifica- P00 dling
At his speech, Tipu Sul- 4 g15.t0 $2 per square foot tion,» Tipu said. £ ’Bef: e T
tan, Chﬂ?ﬁ‘&:ﬂ thzeﬂf;g' were eventually sold to Chi-  He also criticised frequent . i e 5330“3‘ flcs
= : e, A tanneries
lodesh AMET  ngge buyers for only $0.4 to policy changes and adminis- specialised in processing goat

Losthoroois nd Rotvest | 5 twatted,
that they shifted from Haz- m;tnph:m from. an
m-ibaghtoSava:mzol?afc-l initial estimate of about Tk
ter the government assured 550 crore to around Tk 1,200

trative turnover within gov-
ernment agencies.

The leather sector has
been treated like a training
centrs for bureaucrats. Offi-

skins in Hazaribagh. After the
relocation, only six of those
factories moved to Savar
while the rest ceased opera-
tions or became inactive,’ he

them that all environmental crore, while tannery owners cials are transferred frequent- 344
e cluding a CETR  contributed 20 per centof the 1y and no Sonse policy "o also blamed the short-
chrome necwen;jy thplanl. m]jeaptt - & mﬂmmmned. . age of skilled workers and
dumping yard and other in- e increase . a lack of aware
dumping yar ld be estab-  expenditure, he claimed, the  _ Nasir Khan, manegng B | Bioae e et
lished. installed facilities failed to rector of Jennys Shoes L1d, ing and hide preservation
Tannery owners invested meet expected standards and echoed similar concerns. Shinhoén Rt
s : ties He said Japenese buyers B
heavily in :l-&locahntfu E:-g EEQET?IE ~ b s tod for & majar ing for seasonal rawhide pur-
Ehlfw—ﬂg ol capacity was reduced sub-- share of his companys busi- 0 rh;:h?mdnm ply
wmmﬂ%w mﬁanymmawm.bm@my t
var, he said, adding Wt could not even secure full Japanese clients have since
were mow waiting approval from the countrys left Bangladesh.
CETP o et Walk: environmental  authorities, “We do not have a shortage
eVl | ooy P g,
) ! : ification. bodies; n eration
functional GETP is SSLRCLE: b added o e, T pb
place, & Industry leaders sai are rooted po
He alleged that the failurs ahsence of internationally ac- and governance failures,' he
mﬂﬁt"bﬁ"‘h“wﬂy environmental com- added.
pliance severely undermined — = = =5
Bangladesh’s ability to capi- 3\\9
talise on its natural advantage |

as one of the world's largest
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As shipbrééking ,
da’sJaladas

Sitak

Bangladesh’s
shipbreaking

is adapting to
international
environmental
standards — it is
now the second
~ most IMO-compliant
ship recycling
nation in the world,
The transformation
has pushed
 Sitakunda’s jaladas,
who came to the
industry for their
livelihood, to return

to the sea again

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

l FEATURE

SPONDON TAHSAN

or Harikamal, the sea is more than a livelihood —
Fit is woven into his identity itself, He is a Jaladas,
which translates to “people of the water”, Salt wa-

ter has flowed through his ancestors’ veins for centuries,

Like his father and most of his ancestors, he was
a fisherman until 1991, That year, a cyclone struck
the coastal regions. Located just 200 metres from the
shore, Harikamal's village was hit the hardest.

“Television: wasn’t available back-then, and radio
signals were weak. There was no way of knowing
about the approaching storm,” he said,

The cyclone claimed the lives of his mother and
four of his children. :

“I lost my family, my home — everything. I had to
build everything from scratch,” Harikamal continued,

According to him, fish stocks declined vear after
year. The smell of grease and waste from the ship-
breaking yards drove the fish away. Eventually, fish-
ing ceased to be a viable livelihood. He had to change
professions and start anew to rebuild his life.

Just like that, a tradition spanning hundreds of
years came o an end, and he became a shipbreaker,

Disappearance of the Jaladas
Gradually, like Harikamal, the members of the com-
munity turned into shipbreakers one by one. The sea
people destroyed the very sea around them. The same
hands that once caught fish now dismantled massive
ships. As the industry expanded, more people from
the North joined it — most of them unskilled,
“Accidents used to happen a lot around here, [
know someone who lost a leg and an eye in an acci-
dent while working in the shipyard,” said a worker

SUNDAY 07.06,2026

reforms,
return t

YARDS
* 160 yards at peak

(70 operational at
Gt i A

* 2502t i+ 84in
peak |

requesting anonymity. “He was paid around Tk; lakh
in compensation. That is the cost of a leg here.”

Oil spills into the sea, gas explosions, and workers
being crushed under metal were monthly occurrenc-
es. Massive ships were broken into pieces by thou-
sands of hands — and in the process, many workers
died, while many others lost limbs and received little
to no compensation.

However, Lhat reality has changed.

The return to the sea

The shoreline feels abandoned now. Grass has returned
to parts of the coast once covered in grease and scrap
metal. The air no longer smells of oil. It smells like the sea.

¢ 2025—near
(2016) | two-decade low

;e

20015 2016 207 2018 2023-24 2025

Sounds of drilling and scraping metal occasionally
pierce the silence, but for the most part, it is quiet here |
= quieter than a working industrial zone has any right
to be. A few dogs move slowly along the waterline,
Birds cross the sky. ;

Itis not healed. But something is returning, |

Harikamal no longer works in the shipbreaking |
vards, Last year, he was laid off. |

“They no longer employ people like me. You need to
be educated to work there now. It's different. There are
engineers and supervisars who monitor the workers, | j
haven't heard of any accidents in recent times,” he said. |

"Theworkarsgetanhom-longlmchhreak.and:
they return home P 0

0 the sea




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
by dusk — we could not even imagine
thatin our time.”

But he does not regret losing the
job. It brought him back fo the sea,
where he belongs.

“It will take time, and yes, it is hard
to survive. But the fish are returning,
slowly. For now, it's enough to get
by,” said Bashi Das, another fisher-
man from the village,

For now, the Jaladas have once
again found their way back to the sea.

Marine scientists say the fisher-
men’s observations are not imaginary.

According to Dr Shafiqul Islam, a
professor at the Institute of Marine Sci-
ences, University of Chittagong, years
of unchecked pollution from shipbreak-
ing yards have severely disrupted the
coastal ecosystem around Sitakunda.

#When pollution enters the envi-
ronment continuously, only a limited
number of species can tolerate those
conditions,” he told TBS. “But when
pollution decreases and a healthier
environment begins to refurn, more
species are able to survive again.”

For decades, oil spills, industrial
discharge and heavy metal contami-
nation altered the ecological balance
of the coastline. With stricter envi-
ronmental regulations now in place,
direct waste disposal info the sea has
been significafitifreduced in many
compliant yards.

Researchers believe this may be
contributing to the gradual return of
fish and coastal vegetation observed
by local fishermen.

still, Dr Islam cautioned against
viewing the recovery as complete,

“Once an ecosystem is degraded, it
cannot be restored overnight,” he said.
“Recovery is possible, but it takes time.”

He said researchers are now con-
sidering comparative biodiversity sut-
veys using data collected over nearly a
decade to better understand how the
coastline is changing. >

The cost of recovery

At its peak, 150 yards lined the coast-
.line of Sitakunda, Chattogram. It was
home to the second-largest shipbreak-
ing industry in the world. Thousands
of workers were employed there —
many of them from distant areas, par-
ticularly the poorer regions of north-
emn Bangladesh.

Ofthose 150 yards, most have since
shut down. Only 17 IMO-authorised
shipbreaking yards remain in the
Sitakunda belt. Most workers who pre-
viously worked thete either retumed
home, switched professions, or be-
came unemployed.

Based on a 2005 YPSA survey es-
timating more than 25,000 labourers
working across 70 operational yards
in Sitakunda, a proportional estimate
suggests that roughly 6,000 workers

temain employed across the 17 au-
thorised facilities today. A major factor
behind this decline has been the in-
dustry’s transition toward compliance
with regulatory standards.
We spoke to a caretaker of cne of s Reiibre, e
the yards that was shut down. The Foratere{a o1 (BT 0T (g WBToary
yard where he worked now operates e - [y uEE
under anothet company that success- % GWeT NFTY | (TR (311 T, O
fully adapted to IMO standards. S | e e ofRR W Ot
“It was necessary. Many people BBl %71 (¥ eF W FAH, -

lost work, but the conditions they %6 4I&W, (¥ F-FiFple CRMST

worked in previously were inhumane. %% 1, AR (@S T PO | 1
No one has died in recent years, and SIS QI T (% 6 08 HHE |
workers who are injured now receive fapii-(uibEecEs a1 MG < o
adequate compensation. A few people (= (2[5 Jr7e wrePEEY HAEAr TR
Josing their jobs is a small price to pay i@ 4G | WIS 5, $ F1S? &I
for all this,” said the caretaker, who ey fier (oiter =% 70 7w | Sob! 8
requested ananymiry. 0 T Ty R | T W G

Around Tk2,000 crore was spent (0 |z fogg S =1 1
adapt to IMO standards, Not all yards seoifs T (AT £F SHA (Y
had the financial capacity to make mre fig wW1 o m ST T
that investment. w W m ‘iﬁﬁ Eol %‘Eﬂl

Previously, business in this area =% FehfE YT U oy =
thrived because of low labour costs Wﬁmlﬁﬁ:m ‘wTE!
and the govemment's lack of concemn : : :
for the environmental toll. Developed ‘;mémma%mﬁﬁ%
countries sought convenient and inex- T 5 5% T 0 BT 0 G
pensive options for dismantling ships
— now that advantage is gone. Bl WW | S

Satful Istam. @ Toral businessinan, [T SSE WSS AKE, H= S ENEES
used to sell recycled metal sourced affe spem A A TR T DEI
from the yards before the pandemic, T fofre gaem =T, MG MM |
but with the shutdown of most facili- wﬁmwﬁmﬁ:ﬁ 1 a7 &Pt
ties, that business has stalled. He now S =13 1 | o0 77 ST |
works as a watchman for one of the Hﬂ'{ﬂT ALEH, m T TS

“The ship our yard is currently
working on has been here fora year. Be- :
fore. it took only three o fourmonths to. TE8 SUBTRRSI s o ZT 5L 714 1
dismantle a ship. They do it much more G o TRET KRS AIEETS TN
meticulously now, but the business has &% WA, 92 A foff ==
largely declined,” said Saiful. TR A | I S ST Sdbre A

Bangladesh is now the second #iAl (Wr® fanies e W0 | &
most IMO-compliant ship recycling @ FieS I FNET AT G0
nation in the world. It holds the same - SigsiE oferd s CIREE | Tﬁm
ranking as before — but with a com- €Rs=, Sfel AN =0 fo =19 7 WO
pletely different meaning. ReTR FHAAE FoA TH AAE |

That compliance came at a cost. Fege aEH, TS WW 3,
Ship imports have fallen sharply — e
only 84 ships arrived for recycling in =
2025, one of the weakest performances
in nearly two decades. The yards tha
survived are quieter than they once g
were, A ship that previously took three
months to dismantle now takes a year.

The cheap labour that built this
industry is no longer its selling point.

For Harikamal and others from the
fishing community, however, the tran- %
sition has brought something back.
They have regained their land. Nature
has reclaimed parts of the coast, and
‘the Jaladas have been given a chance
to retum to the sea. Some shipyards
still exist, but Harlkamal understands
the trade-offs.

*It is true that the yards still dis-

rupt the natural environment (0 SOME  iawsy e (415 ﬁﬁ.‘ Mﬂqmmmmﬁmm

extent, but thousands of people work
here,” he says.
For now, that is answer enough.
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ctor toget inter-bond

transfer facility,

Staff Correspondent

THE  government has
planned to provide  the
country’s leather sector with
facilities similar to those
enjoyed by the readymade
garment industry, including
inter-bond transfer facilities
and compliance-related sup-
port, in a bid to enhance the
industry’s global competi-
tiveness.

Commerce minister
Khandaker Abdul Mugtadir
informed the Jatiya Sangsad
on Monday that a range of
measures had been under-
taken to promote leather
exports and support the sec-
tar's development.

Replying to a written
question from Sylhet-5 law-
maker Mohammad Abul
Hassan during the second
day of the second session
and first budget session of
the 13th Jatiya Sangsad, the
minister outlined 23 initia-
tives aimed at enhancing the
competitiveness, productiv-
ity and export performance
of the country’s leather and

The file photo shows a worker armanges hides at a tannery in the

capital.

leather goods industry.

To ensure easier access
to raw materials and signifi-
cantly reduce lead times, the
government has taken steps
to establish a central bonded
warehouse for the sector.

The minister said ' that
compliant footwear
leather  goods  factories
would be placed under the
green channel, while tan-
nery owners and exporters
without tanneries would
continue to receive facilities

— Sony Ramani

to import essential chemi-
cals at flat-rate or duty-free
rates.

The government is also
providing policy support for
the rescheduling of loans for
distressed leather factories
and has launched initiatives
to boost productivity and
product development to
gnhance the international
competitiveness of leather
and leather products, he
said.

According to the minis-

ter, efforts are under way 10
encourage domestic produc-
tion of chemicals required
for leather processing, foot-
wear components and vari-
ous accessaries used in the
leather industry.

Foreign direct investment
and joint venture projects in
these areas will also be pro-
moted, he said.

The commerce minister
said that the leather sector
business promotion council
would take necessary steps
for the industry's develop-
ment.

He said that the govern-
ment was also working to
simplify and modernise
bonded warehouse facilities
and duty drawback mecha-
nisms for export-oriented
leather industries to im-
prove efficiency and com-
petitiveness.

As part of a broader de-
velopment strategy, research
activities will be strength-
ened to improve product
quality, technelogical capa-
bilities and product diversi-
fication, the minister said.

central warehouse

He said that a compre-
hensive action plan would
be implemented to suppert
balancing,  modernisation,
rehabilitation and expansion
activities across the sector.

Mugtadir also highlight-
ed the implementation of
the Leather Sector Export
Development Roadmap and
the establishment of & Tech-
nology Centre, alongside fi-
nancial support from the ex-
port readiness fund to help
factories of all sizes under-
take export-related reforms.

Other measures include
establishing advanced labo-
ratories and service centres
to ensure product qual-
ity, providing domestic and
overseas lraining for entre-
preneurs, encouraging the
use of environmental-friend-
ly chemicals, strengthening
quality testing systems, im-
proving business relations
between tannery Owners
and agents and promoting
the production of finished
leather instead of export-
ing semi-processed crust
leather.
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10—mem5er
panel formed
to modernise
tea sector

ST '\R Bl’SINESS DESK

A ll’} membcr mmnmtee has been
formed to support the development,
modernisation, and standardisation
of Bangladesh’s tea industry through
coordinated  policy and technical
interventions.

According to an official notification,
the committee has been constituted
with  representatives  from  key
government bodies, regulatory agencies,
and stakeholders in the tea sector Lo
strengthen research, planning, and
institutional capacity within the industry.

The committee is headed by Mamun
Rashid, chairman of the publicly traded
National Tea Company Limited and
president ol the business-to-business
commerce platform ShopUp, who will
SEerve as its convener.,

It also includes representatives from
the Bangladesh Tea Board, officials from
relevant ministries, and experts involved
intea produr.uon, processing, and export.

The committee comprises officials
from institutions such as the Ministry of
Commerce, the Bangladesh Tea Research
Institute, and other regulatory and
technical bodies linked to the sector.

Representatives  from  trade and
industry associations, including the Tea
Traders Association of Bangladesh, have
also been included to ensure private-

sector participation.
In addition, a representative of
National Tea Company has been

appointed member secretary.

The committee is expected (o provide
policy recommendations and Thelp
formulate a coordinated roadmap for the
sector's long-term development.

It has also been tasked with
reviewing existing challenges in the tea
industry, identifying uppnnumnes for
improvement, and proposing measures (o
enhance productivity, quality standards,
and the glnhal competitiveness of
Bangladeshi tea. *

QQJ
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Sending 14

A(

lakh workers
abroad target
for next
financial year:
state minister
Staff Correspondent

THE government had set a tar-
get of sending about 14 lakh
workers abroad
in the next financial year,
state minister for expatriates’
welfare and overseas employ-
ment Nurul Haque Nur told
the parliament on Monday.

Speaking on behalf of
minister  Ariful Haque
Chowdhury, the state minis-
ter revealed the information
while addressing the 13th
Jatiya Sangsad at its second
sitting of the second session.

Responding to a starred
question from Dhaka-1 law-
maker Khondkar Abu Ash-
fag, he also said that total
9,33,815 Bangladeshi work-
ers secured overseas em-
ployment in different coun-
tries between July 1, 2025
and May 31, 2026.

He said that the govern-
ment continued its efforts
to expand overseas employ-
ment opportunities particu-
larly for skilled and profes-
sional workers,

Diplomatic negotiations

were under way with Ma-

laysia, Oman, the United

Arab Emirates and Bahrain'

to reopen or expand their la-
bour market for Bangladeshi
workers where recruitment
remained closed or restrict-
ed, he also said.

During the session, oppo-
sition lawmakers questioned
the expatriates’ welfare and
overseas employment min-
istry about its action against
fraudulent recruiters and the
protection of Bangladeshi
women workers abroad.

Noakhali-6 lawmaker Ab-
dul Hannan Masud, backed
by the National Citizen Par-
ty, said that many overseas
workers became victims of
fraud, remained undocu-
mented and endured miser-
able life due to irregularities
in the recruitment process.

He asked whether the min-
istry would take action against
recruiting that used
fraudulent demand letters to
send workers abroad.
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___Women farmers and the fight for
climate resilience
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Mohammad Julfigar Haider
is senior specialist in climate change at BRAC
Bangladesh.

MOHAMMAD JULFIQAR HAIDER

Bangladesh is among the world's
most  climate-exposed nations.
Between 2000 and 2019, the country
experienced 185 extreme weather
events, resulting in approximately
$3.72 billion in economic losses. The
average temperature has been rising
by 0.20 degrees Celcius every decade.
Yet, as the country scales up its climate
adaptation architecture, the people
absorbing the sharpest household-
level impacts—women smallholder
farmers - remain structurally
underserved.

Women comprise 58 percent of
Bangladesh's agricultural workforce,
but are rarely recognised as farmers
in official classifications or extension
services. Despite constituting the
majority of agricultural labour, only
4.8 percent of women in agriculture
hold land under their own names-
the lowest in South Asia. They work
the land withoul owning it, generate
food without controlling its sale,
and carry generations of agricultural
knowledge without institutional
support to apply it.

This invisibility is structurally
enforced. Women farmers typically
earn Tk 400 to Tk 500 per day,
against Tk 600 for men performing
equivalent work. Extension services
are overwhelmingly directed at
male farmers. A 2023 CGIAR. study

drawing on 1,230 surveyed households
in Bangladesh found that gender
disparities persist in agricultural
losses, damage, and family food
consumption, and that climate change
restricts  women's  market
relative Lo men's.

Moreover, climate change is not
gender neutral,  Research  confirms
that women in Bangladesh face
heightened post-disaster  food
insecurity, and the gender gap in food
insecurity has been growing. When
harvests fail, women typically reduce
their own food intake o protect
children and othér family members, a
coping mechanism with severe long
term consequences for their health
and adaptive capacity,

Salinity intrusion illustrates the
intersection of climate stress and
gender vulnerability. Salinity-afTected
land has expanded from 8.3 lakh
hectares in 1973 1o more than 10.56
lakh hectares in 2019. More than 70
percent of coastal residents confirmed

aACCess |

that salinity worsened over the past
decade, while 74 percent expect

conditions to deteriorate further. With
the soil now too salty for standard
farming, the agricultural rules have

viable alternatives offered to them.
Meanwhile, the transition o capital-
intensive aquaculture that follows
salinity-driven land conversion is
controlled predominantly by men,

As climate stress drives men towards
urban wage labour, women are left
to manage farms without legal land
rights, agricultural identities in official
systems, or institutional support.
Studies from coastal Bangladesh show
that female-headed households tend
to rely on NGO assistance as a primary
adaptation  strategy—a  survival
response, not a resilience pathway.

The TFAO's 2023 flagship report
estimated that closing the gender gap
in agricultural productivity and wages
could boost global GDP by nearly
$1 trillion and lift 4.5 crore people
out of food insecurity. The World
Bank’s Groundswell report projects
four crore internal climate migrants
in South Asia by 2050, Bangladesh
will be among the most affected. The
household scale, where women are
already carrying climate adaptation
without adequate support, cannot
hold against that pressure.

The LoGIC project, implemented
across 72 unions in seven climate-
exposed  districts, reached 11 lakh
people, 63 percent of them being
women. It trained 34,953 women
in 23 wpes of climate-adaptive
livelihoods, formed 247 Climate Smart
Cooperative Societies, and delivered
a measurable outcome: 76 percent of

- grant recipients reported economic

completely changed. Women who |

have managed traditional cropping

systems for generations find their |

improvement. LoGIC won the Global
Climate Action Local Adaptation
Champions Award precisely because
it treated women not as beneficiaries,

i but as adaptation agents.

knowledge made redundant, without |

Bangladesh's National Adaptation
Plan (NAP) 2023-2050 commits (o

gender responsive  budgeting and
equilable access Lo resources across
agriculture. These commitments need
an implementation architecture. For
this, three shilts are essential.

First, recognition—women’s
agricultural labour must be counted
in national statistics and reflected in |
farmer classifications. The NAP's 12/
agricultural interventions covering |
irrigation, seeds, extension, and value |
chains must each specify how they will
reach women as primary actors, not |
residual beneficiaries.

Second, access—only 4.8 pcrcr:nt
of female farmers hold land, yet land
ownership is a precondition for formal
agricultural  credit.  Collateral-free,
flexible credit products calibrated
o women's smallholder realities
are largely absent from mainstréeam
agricultural finance in Bangladesh.
This gap has a direct cost for climate
adaptation.

Third, voice—women smallholder
farmers hold place based knowledge
about environmental change that
no satellite system captures. Locally

Jded adaptation (LLA) is meaningless

if women within climate-exposed
communities remain at the margins
ol programme design. LoGIC's
cooperative model, which embedded |
women'’s vqice in governance

structures  as  a  condition  of

programme access, offers a replicable

template.

A woman smallholder farmer is not

a beneficiary waiting for a programme. |
She is a practitioner of adaptation, |
working under constraints that policy

has the power to remove. Recognising |
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her as such is not a concession (o
equity. It is a precondition for any
climate strategy in Bangladesh that
intends to last.
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Workers' rights: A small step
long road ahead

The true measure of success will not be determined by
rankings alone. It will be reflected in whether workers
can organise freely, receive fair wages, work in safe
conditions and seek justice without intimidation

on the

Bangladesh's removal from the list of the world's
ten worst countries for workers' rights marks a
noteworthy development that deserves cautious
appreciation. For the first time since 2017, the
country has managed to move out of this group,
according to the Global Rights Index 2026
published by the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC). While the achievement does
not signify a dramatic transformation in labour
conditions, it does indicate that certain reforms
undertaken in recent years have begun to attract
international recognition.

The significance of the development lies not only
in the change of ranking but also in what it
represents. For decades, Bangladesh's remarkable
economic growth, particularly driven by its ready-
made garment industry, has often been
accompanied with concerns about workers’
welfare, workplace safety, freedom of association
and labour rights. International scrutiny
intensified following a number of industrial
disasters and repeated allegations of restrictions
on trade union activities. Against that backdrop,

any positive movement in the global assessment of

labour rights carries both symb-ullr and practlcai

Jimportance.

The ITUC attributes the improvement largely to
legal reforms introduced under the interim
government. Among the most notable changes
was the easing of requirements for forming trade

unions. Previously, workers needed the support of

20 per cent of a company's workforce to establish
a union, a condition widely viewed as amajor
obstacle, especially in large factories. Under the
revised provisions, as few as 20 workers can
initiate a union, depending on the size of the
enterprise. Such a measure has long been
advocated by labour rights activists and
international organisations as a necessary step
towards strengthening warkers’ collective
bargaining power.

The reforms also include provisions for 120 days of
paid maternity leave, extension of labour rights
and social security protections to domestic and
agricultural workers and inclusion of shipbreaking
activities under formal labour regulations. These
measures undoubtedly represent progress in
addressing longstanding gaps in the country's
labour framework.

However, the same report assigns the country a
rating of five, placing it among nations where
there is still "no guarantee of rights." Thisis a grim
réminder that legislative changes alone do not
automatically translate into meaningful
protections on the ground. Rights enshrined in law
are meaningful only when workers can exercise

those freely and without fear, -~ =+ -

i The report points to several persistent.enﬂmns, It

highlights continued restrictions on freedom of
association, employer resistance to unionisation
efforts and the suppression of labour protests,
Particularly troubling are allegations of police
intervention against workers seeking to organise
or demonstrate. The report cites incidents in 2025
in which workers protesting unpaid wages and
bonuses faced violent dispersal measures,
including the use of tear gas.

The situation in special economic zones remains
another area of concern, These zones have been
instrumental in attracting investment and
generating employment, but labour rights
advocates argue that workers within them
frequently encounter obstacles when attempting
to organise collectively. Ensuring that economic
cempetitiveness does not come at the expense of

writes

Wasi Ahmed

fundamental labour rights remains a challenge not
only for Bangladesh but also for many developing
economies seeking rapid industrial growth.

Labour experts in the country have echoed these
concerns. While welcoming Bangladesh's removal
from the list of the ten worst performers, they
emphasise that administrative barriers continue to
hinder effective implementation of labour laws.
Registration of trade unions in small and medium-
sized enterprises remains difficult and genuine
worker representationin tripartite bodies
involving government, employers and labour
groups is yet to be fully realised. These
observations suggest that the journey towards
meaningful labour reform is way too far.

What makes the issue particularly important is the
changing global context. The ITUC report notes a
worrying decline in workers' rights worldwide.

~ Even regions traditionally associated with strong
* labour protections have witnessed setbacks. The

report records deteriorating conditions across
continents and points to increasing restrictions on
trade union activities, rising violence against
workers and growing challenges to collective
bargaining rights. In‘this broader picture,
Bangladesh's modest improvement stands out as a
positive development. -
However, global recognition should not breed,
complacency. Rather, it should serve as an

- FINANCIAL EXPRESS
June 10, 202¢

incentive for deeper reforms. Bangladesh's
economic ambitions including its aspiration to
graduate smoothly from least-developed-country
status and attract higher levels of foreign
investment will increasingly depend on
demonstrating adherence to international labour
standards. Investors, consumers and trading
partners are paying closer attention than ever to
issues of workplace rights, social compliance and
responsible business practices.

Ultimately, the true measure of success will not be
determined by rankings alone. It will be reflected
in whether workers can organise freely, receive fair
wages, work in safe conditions and seek justice
without intimidation. The recent,reforms provide a
foundation upon which further progress can be
built. Yet translating legal promises into lived
realities requires political commitment,
administrative efficiency and a willingness to
engage constructively with workers'
representatives.

It signals a movement in the right direction, but it
also underscores the considerable work that
remains ahead. Sustained progress will depend on
whether the country can build on these reforms
and ensure that the rights of workers are protected
not merely in legislation, but in every factory, field

Q\q and workplace across the nation.

wasiahmed.bd@gmail. com
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World’s first gig economy treaty
adopted at ILO

Agence France-Presse -
Ceneva

THE first-ever international
agreement on safeguard-
ing digital platform work-
ers in the gig economy was
adopted on Friday at the
UN’s International Labour
Organisation,

The Decent Work in the
Platform Economy Conven-
tion is aimed at extending
labour protections to hun-
dreds of millions of peo-
ple worldwide who work
through digital platforms,
in areas like food delivery
and car services.

The convention applies
to ‘all digital labour plat-
forms' and ‘all digital plat-
form workers... whether
they are in the formal or
informal economy’, accord-
ing to the text adopted by
ILO members.

Until now, labour prac-
tices have struggled to keep
pace with the dramatic
shifts in the way people
‘work.

The World Bank est-
mated in 2023 there were
up to 435 million online
giz workers around the
globe who had largely fall-
en outside regular labour
protections.

Companies behind the
apps control the gig work
via algorithms that assign
tasks, sel pay, evaluate
performance and even fire
workers,

Despite largely control-

ling the tasks and pay, the
platforms typically classify
the workers as independ-
ent contractors rather than
employees.

This allows them in
many cases to ignore things
like minimum wage re-
quirements, workplace
safety and access to social
security.

‘This convention seeks °

to bring about tangible im-
provements in the lives
of millions of workers
around the world," Brazil's
representative said at the
adoption.

In Brazil, ‘around .two
million workers will see
their opportunities, dignity
and autonomy strength-
ened by this convention,
she added.

Afile photo shows a delivery worker riding his motorbike in the Egyptian capital Cairo.  — AFP photo

Other countries, such as
India, Bangladesh and the
United States, felt that the
convention should be ap-
plied flexibly, depending
on national contexts.

‘We continue to urge ex-
treme caution with respect
to prescriptive binding
regulations in fast-evolving
areas of the economy, said
the US representative Lor-
enzo Riboni.

Independent contractors
contro] their own work and
‘lean into an entrepreneuri-
al spirit that makes Ameri-
ca great’, he said.

The International Trade
Union Confederation said
the convention would help
ensure that millions of plat-
form workers can enjoy the
rights, protections and dig-

©)

nity that all workers merit.

‘This convention repre-
sents a major step forward,’
the ITUC's political director
Jeroen Beirnaert told AFP.

He underlined, however,
that the convention allows
countries ‘to provide for
certain limited exclusions
from its scope'.

Therefore, ‘there is a
risk that certain categories
of workers will be exclud-
ed’, he said, but states that
choose to apply such exclu-
sions will have fo justify
them.

The TTUC urged govern-
ments to move quickly to
ratify and implement the
convention, saying the fu-
ture of work had to be built
on rights rather than pre-
cariousness and exclusion.

The convention comes
into force in member states
12 months after they ratify
it, so long as two countries
have ratified the text.

Among other things,
the convention calls on
countries to ensure that gig
waorkers are guaranteed fair
pay and access to social se-
curity protections ‘on terms
no less favourable than
those applicable to other =
workers with the same clas-
sification of status in em-
ployment'.

Countries should also
ensure that digital labour
platforms provide workers
with ‘timely, verifiable and
easily understandable in-
formation on the terms and
conditions of their employ-
ment or engagement’.

The convention marks
‘a turning point for plat-
form workers worldwide,’
said Human Rights Watch's
senior economic justice ad-
viser Lena Simet, who fol-
lowed the negotiations.

It establishes ‘the first
global standard to protect
their rights and hold digital
labour platforms account-
able’, she said.

The convention was
adopted at the 114th an- -
nual International Labour
Conference in Geneva.

The ILO is unique in the
United Nations system in
that its 187 member states
are equally represented by
governments, employers
.and workers.
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Workers unioad plastic bottles at a recycling factory in Barishal's Uzirpur area. Depending on their experience,
labourers earn between Tk 5,000 and Tk 15,000 a month. The photo was taken recently.
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Despite progress in some parts of the world,
child labour remains a stark reality for
millions of children globally. According to
the joint International Labour Organization
(IL.O) and Unicef report “Child Labour: Global
estimates 2024, trends and the road forward,”
an estimated 138 million children worldwide
are engaged in child labour, including 54
million who are involved in hazardous work.

In terms of Bangladesh, preliminary
findings from the 2025 Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey (MICS), conducted jointly
by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and
Unicef, indicate that 9.2 percent of children
aged five to 17 years are currently engaged in
child labour, up from 6.8 percent in 2019.

Child labour in Bangladesh exists in
both formal and informal sectors, and the
consequences of it are profound. It deprives
children of education, undermines their
physical and mental development, and limits
their future opportunities. Children engaged
in labour are also vulnerable to abuse,
exploitation, and violence.

Under the Bangladesh Labour Act, 2006
(amended in 2018), the minimum age for
employment is 14. Children aged 12-14 may
be engaged in “light work,” provided it
does not interfere with their education or
development. However, the law does not
clearly define what constitutes “light work,™
thus creating opportunities for misuse and
allowing children to be employed for long
hours and/or in inappropriate conditions.

Thegovernment hasidentified43 categories
of hazardous labour that are harmful to
children’s physical and mental development
~ and has prohibited the employment of anyone
under 18 in these occupations. However,
around 10.7 lakh children remain engaged
in hazardous labour, out of a total of 17.8
lakh in child Jabour. Notably, domestic work

is still not included in the hazardous labour P

list for children. The UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child has expressed concern
about the employment of children in sectors
such as welding, road transport, machinery
workshops, tobacco production, and battery
recharging and recycling.

Poverty, limited access to quality
education, and social normalisation of child
labour continue to drive many families to send
their children to work. Research consistently
shows that legislation alone is insufficient to
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eliminate child labour, Effective enforcement
of existing laws, social awareness, and family-
centred support are equally critical.

One of the most overlooked forms of
child labour in Bangladesh is domestic
work performed by children. Domestic
child workers spend their days caring for
younger children, cooking, washing clothes,
and performing a wide range of household
chores. In return, thev frequently receive
fittle more than food, used clothing, and
degrading treatment. They tvpically have
no fixed working hours, no guaranteed rest,
and little or no opportunity for education,
recreation, or social interaction. Many child
domestic workers also experience physical,
psychological, and even sexual abuse. And
because domestic child workers within private
households, they remain largely invisible and
their experiences often go unnoticed.

A 2024 report based on a survey
conducted by Action for Social Development
(ASD), titled “Situation of Child Domestic
Workers in Dhaka City,” analysed data from
352 child domestic workers. The findings
revealed that nearly hall had experienced
some form of abuse. More than 31 percent
reported excessive workloads; 18.47 percent
had suffered physical injuries; 8.23 percent
had been beaten; 20.74 percent faced regular
verbal abuse and psychological violence; and
1.7 percent reported sexual abuse, How can
child domestic work not be recognised as
“hazardous,” even when the children engaged
in it face such cruelty?

Many people still believe they are doing a
good deed by allowing a child from a poor
family to live and eat in their home. In reality,

Wisguised as charity—a way (o secure cneap
labour at the expense of a child's future.

Although  the Domestic ~ Workers
Protection and Welfare Policy, 2015
roposed mechanisms such as monitoring
systems, and helplines,
implementation has been weak. Many
domestic workers, including children, remain
unaware of their rights and the protections
available to them.

If Bangladesh is serious fab?ut
protecting children’s rights and achieving
its commitments under the Sustainable
Development Goals, stronger action o
counter child labour is urgently needed. The
minimum age for employment shouid_ he
raised to 16 vears, with work opportunities
for adolescents aged 16-18 limited to safe
occupations where they can acquire skills for
transitioning to decent workin the future. The

e

this is often nothing more than oppor_tuhu‘i?sm_.
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definition of “light work” must be clarified in
laws, and the list of hazardous occupations
should be updated to include domestic work
performed by children.

I:abaur law violations involving children
should see penalties, including strong
sanctions against employers who engage
children in hazardous work. Labour
inspection systems should be strengthened,
with specialised child labour inspection
units empowered to monitor both formal
and informal sectors. National and local child
labour elimination committees must also be
made more active and accountable.

Bangladesh has adopted one action plan
after another to eliminate child labour.
However, progress has fallen far short
Pf expectations due o a lack of effective
implementation. A thorough evaluation
"ol previous projects is necessary belore
beginning new interventions. Social
protection programimes should be expanded
and better coordinated to reduce families’
economic  dependence  on children's
income. Access to quality education must
be strengthened, with special support for
children from low-ihcome and working class
famnilies. Full implementation of compulsory
education provisions, alongside ensuring
pathways to vocational and technical
education are essential.

Government agencies, civil  society
organisations, teachers, community leaders,
influential citizens, and the media all
have roles to play in challenging the social
acceptance of child labour and promoting
every child’s right to education, health, social

protection, and development.

Today, we look back with horror at practices
such as slavery or satidaha. It is difficult for us
to imagine that such inhumane customs were
once socially accepted. And yet, aren't there
practices in our contemporary society that
deserve similar condemnation? While many
children are attending school and playing
with their friends, others of the same age are
working relentlessly in our homes. Is this not
a form of modern-day slavery?

As long as children continue to work
in conditions that deprive them of their
childhood, education, and dignity, our
commitment to justice and development
will remain incomplete. The time has come
o make the elimination of all forms of
hazardous child labour, including domestic
child labour, a national priority. !
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A quiet digital transformation is
reshaping the way tea estate workers in
northern Bangladesh receive and
manage their earnings.

Several hundred workers at Kazi & Kazi
Tea Estate in Panchagarh are now
receiving their wages through bKash's
digital payroll solution, reducing their
dependence on cash and expanding
access to formal financial services.
While the development may appear
modest, it reflects a broader shift in
Bangladesh's digital financial landscape.
More than one million workers at over
1,000 factories across the country
currently receive their salaries through
bKash's payroll platform. The
introduction of the service at a remote
tea estate signals the growing reach of
digital wage payments beyond |
traditional industrial centres.

For decades, tea garden workers relied
entirely on cash payments, often facing
long queues, payment delaysand
concerns over carrying money home
safely. The digital payroll system has
addressed many of these challenges by
making salary disbursement faster,
safer and more transparent.

The initiative, jointly implemented by
bKash and the tea estate authorities,
allows warkers to receive wages directly
into their bKash accounts. They can then
withdraw cash when necessary or use
their funds for mobile recharges, bill

Tea estate workers receive wages
digitally throu

|

bKash

Payroll solution brings greater security,
convenience and financial inclusion .
toworkers in remote
Panchagarh tea garden

payments, money transfers and savings.
"When the digital payroll system was
first introduced, | was hesitant to receive
my wages through a mobile financial
services account. But after four months
I realised its benefits and decided to usd
bKash. Now | receive my salary on time
and can spend it however | choose," saT

Halima Akhter, a worker at the estate.
Another worker, Banu Begum,

highlighted the increased financial
flexibility the service has provided.

"The digital system has made it easier to
send money to my daughter who lives in
another district. | can also save some
money regularly, which was difficult
before," she said.

For Mazedul Islam, the transition has
brought both convenience and security.
"It removes the risk of carrying cash. |

can withdraw exactly what | need,
whenever | need it. | also use bKash for |

. mobile recharges, sending moneyto |

Bidyut bills," he said.

Munshi Md Al Imran Hossain, Accounts
and Finance Manager at Kazi & Kazi Tea
Estate, said the digital payroll system
has significantly improved operational
efficiency.

"With nine divisions spread across a
large area, managing salary payments
manually was always challenging. The
estate is located far from the town, and
we previously had to transport large
amounts of cash from Panchagarh.
Handling and carrying cashwas both |
time-consuming and risky. Now salary |
payments can be managed centrally and
far more conveniently," he said.
Bangladesh's ready-made garment
sector has been at the forefront of
payroll digitisation, with around one
million workers across more than 1,000 |
factories receiving wages through

bKash since 2015. Beyond salary
disbursement, bKash has developed a
wider digital payment ecosystem for
workers, including vending machines,
fair-price shops and nearby agent

family members and paying my Palli \

‘points to encourage everyday digital

transactions. [
The expansion of digital payroll services |
from industrial hubs to rural tea estates |
underscores the growing role of
technology in enhancing financial
security, convenience and inclusion for |

workers across Bangladesh. ]
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in the country’s maritime

waters. The ban covered
67 upazilas in 14 coastal
districts under Chattogram,
Barishal and Khulna divi-
sions as well as Chattogram
Metropolitan Area, said a
press release on Monday.
During the ban period, au-
thorities organised 60 Task
Force Committee meetings,
260 awareness programmes,
installed 12,678 banners
and posters, and distributed
68,075 leaflets across the
14 coastal districts and rel-
evant upazilas. — BSS
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EPZ workers should have right to form
trade unions, experts urge govt

LABOUR RIGHTS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Labour rights experts have called
for sweeping reforms to the Bangla-
desh EPZ Labour Act, 2019, saying
workers in the country’s export pro-
cessing zones (EPZs) should enjoy
the same rights guaranteed under
national labour law, including the
right to form and join trade unions.
The call was made at a stakehold-
ers' meeting titled “The Opportunity
to Strengthen the Legal Framework
Governing Labour Relations in the
Export Processing Zones”, organ-
ised by Solidarity Center at a hotel in
Dhaka, according to a press release
issued by its Dhaka office.
Thediscussion comes as the govern-
ment initiated the process of amending
the existing law governing EPZs.
Speakers noted that EPZs contrib-
ute more than 17% of Bangladesh’s
total exports and employ more than

five lakh workers, yet these work-
ers operate under a separate legal
framework that denies them the right
to form and join trade unions.

Solidarity Center Country Pro-
gramme Director;(CPD) AKM Nasim,
while presenting the keynote paper
at the event, said critical gaps re-
mained in freedom of association,
collective bargaining, grievance res-
olution and al:l:r'g."ss to legal remedies
under the EPZ Labour Act.

“Workers' Welfare Associations,
the only form of worker organisa-
tion permitted under the law, cannot
substitute for independent trade un-
ions,” he said.

According to the paper, the le-
gal framework governing WWA for-
mation is complex, restrictive and
opaque. Workers face significant pro-
cedural barriers in establishing rep-
resentative bodies, while Section 178
of the Act prevents WWAs from en-
gaging with NGOs, trade unions and
civil society organisations outside the

WEDNESDAY 17.06.2026
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No matter how
many benefits or

facilities workers

are given,
dissatisfaction
can arise if they
are not allowed
to voice their
opinions.

ABUL KALAM AZAD
PRESIDENT,

BANGLADESH TANNERY
WORKERS ASSOCIATION

zones, limiting workers' access to le-
gal assistance, training and support.

Referring to the proposed amend-
ment to the EPZ Labour Act, Nasim
said, “If nothing meaningful comes
out of it, it will face criticism, and
the entire amendment itself will be
called into question.”

“For that reason, the ILO needs to
playarole,” he added.

The keynote paper identified sev-
eral areas requiring legislative action,
including stronger protection against
arbitrary termination, extended ma-
temity benefits in line with recent
amendments to the Bangladesh La-
bour Act, improved lay-off compensa-
tion, fair disciplinary procedures and
removal of contradictions between
the Act and its subordinate rules,

It also pointed out that a provi-
sion in the 2027 Rules reduces re-
tirement compensation below what
is guaranteed under the parent Act.

Lahour leader Abul Kalam Azad,
president of the ey
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budget, demand jobs

SPEAKERS at a seminar on
Friday criticised the pro-
posed national budget for
the 2026-27 financial vear,
saying that it fails to ad-
dress the needs of workers
and does not reflect their
expectations amid rising
living costs and unemploy-
ment pressures.

They made the remarks
at a seminar held at the Ta-
juddin Ahmad VIP lounge
of the National Press Club.

The event was organ-
ised by the National Citizen
Party-affiliated  labourers'
group Jativa Sramik Shakti.

Speakers at the event de-
scribed the proposed budg-
ot as ‘anti-worker’ and ar-
gued that it lacks concrete
measures for employment

generation, labour welfare,
and social protection.

The seminar was chaired
by Sramik Shakti convener
Mazharul Islam Fakir, while

member secretary Riaz
Morshed conducted the
session.

Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies executive
director and former chair
of the Labour Reform Com-
mission Sved Sultan Uddin
Ahmed said that the allo-
cation for the labour and
employment ministry has
been reduced compared to
the previous financial year.

He said it does not match
the needs of the country’s
large workforce.

Bangladesh Labour Fed-
eration general secretary
Shakil Akhtar Chowdhury
said that the proposed

m-i!mz'.t Thfz enRo W&y wRw

ST 51 @y |iE

budget lacks specific pro-
visions for job creation,
skills development, worker
welfare programmes, social
safety nets, and reducing
migration costs for overseas
workers.

NCP joint chief organ-
iser Abdullah Al Faisal said
that rising inflation and liv-
ing costs were not matched
with adequate protection
measures for workers.

He said the budget fails
to reflect the real economic
pressure faced by low-in-
come groups.

NCP joint convener Sar-
war Tusher sharply crifi-
cised the budget, describing
it as ‘hollow’ and question-
ing the competence of those
involved in its formulation.

Member secretary of the

_Sramik Shakti Riaz Mor--

i o

wfe aaf® 3 s,
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shed said that workers, de-
spite being the main driving
force of the economy, were

process.

The seminar also pre-
sented a nine-point demand
charter that included the
introduction of a state-run
rationing system for low-
income waorkers, increased
allocation for specialised
hospitals in industrial ar-
eas, and the implementa-
tion of safe, hygienic and
affordable housing projects
for labour communities.

Bangladesh Labour Fed-
eration. general secretary
A A M Foyez Hossain and
Bangladesh National La-
bour Alliance general sec-
retary Badal Khan also at-
tended as discussantis.
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Gazipur water sickens

factory workers again

Our Correspondent - Cazipur

AROUND 50 workers at a
garment faciory in Gampur
fell ill Saturday just
two days aﬂmmm 100
workers reportedly suffered
similar illnesses at the same
factary.

The incident occurred
at Dressman Limited in the
Chandra area of Kaliakair
upazila,

to workers,
the Lllnesses were caused by
the factory’'s drinking water,
as in the previous incident.
Shortly after drinking the
water, several workers com-
plained of dizziness, vomit-
ing, stomach pain, weakness
and breathm,g difficulties,
triggering panic among em-
ployees.
The affected workers were
taken to Kaliakair upazila

haalthm:n;ﬁm: andm'by
hospitals and
reatinent.
Following the complaints,
the local administration col-
lected water samples from
the factory and sent them to
alaboratary in Dhaka for test-

ing.
Kaliakai da nirbehi
officer AHM Fakhrul Hos-

sain said the test report was
expected on Sunday.

AGE

He said an investigation
for was underway to determine
why workers at the same fac-
tory had fallen ill again.

‘If the allegations are prov-
en true, action will be taken
against the factory authori-
ties,’ the UNQ said.

On Thursday, more than
100 workers at the same fac-
tory reportedly fell ill after
drmhng water supplied by

»
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NATIONAL TEA DAY

Fair wages, housing for
workers demanded

Staff Correspondent - Sylhet

DISCUSSANTS at a pro-
gramme in Moulvibazar on
Saturday said that the gov-
ernment must pay greater
attention to the welfare
of tea garden workers and
their families to ensure the
sustainable development
of tea industry.

The speakers made
these comments, address-
ing an event organised by
the Bangladesh Tea Board
at the Shreemangal audi-
torium-cum-multipurpese
building in Moulvibazar,
marking the ‘6th National
Tea Day 2026’ at noon.

Stressing the impor-
tance of improving the
living standards of the tea
garden workers, they fur-
ther said that it is a col-
lective responsibility of
the authorities concerned
to ensure fair wages, bet-
ter housing facilities,
good healthcare services
and educational opportu-
nities for the tea garden
labourers.

“Tea is not just a drink,
it is a part of our rich his-
tory and the livelihood
of millions of people is
linked to it' said Md Mu-
jibur Rahman Chowdhury,
Moulvibazar-4  constitu-
ency lawmaker, addressing
the programme as the chief
guest.

Stating that the coun-
try has a long tradition of
commercial tea cultiva-
tion, he said that currently
more than 160 tea gardens
and several small scale tea
farmers currently play a
vital role in the national
economy,

The celebration pro-
gramme with the theme
Improvement of the tea
industry will enrich the
economy’, Bangladesh
Tea Board chairman major
general Md Mesbah Ud-
din Ahmed delivered the
welcome speech in the
event, with commerce
ministry secretary Md

Ataur Rahman Khan in the
chair,
The BTB El_'mirman said

—

(]

and high-qua.hty

tea dewloped by the Tea
are play-

ing an nnpormnt role in in-

creasing production in the

industry.

“To make the tea indus-
try multi-dimensional and
export-oriented, the pro-
duction of various value-
added teas including jas-
mine tea, rose tea, lemon
tea, masala tea and choco-
late tea is being encour-
aged,’ he said.

Stakeholders of the tea
industry, including Tea
Traders Association presi-
dent Shah Mainuddin
Ahmed, Bangladesh Tea
Sangsad president Kam-
ran T Rahman, Bangladesh
Tea Workers Union general
secretary Nripen Pal and
workers  representatives
from various tea gardens
addressed the event.

' Although National Tea
Day is observed annually
on May 21, the formal cele-
bration of this year’s event
was held on Saturday. 7




THE country’s textile millers
on Saturday urged the gov-
ermnment to retain the existi

30 per cent value-addition
condition for raw mate-
rial imports, backed by bank

pm]:mednaum&lhudgl for
the financial year 202627,

They also sought the with-
drawal of a proposed 5 per
cent import duty on polyester
staple fibre, a cut in the cor-
porate tax rate for the primary
textile sector to 12 per cent —
to remain in effect until June
2030 — and the full with-
drawal of source tax on cash
incentives for exports.

They were speaking at a
press conference organised
by the Bangladesh Textile
Mills Association at Gulshan
Club in the capital.

At the event, BTMA presi-
dent Showkat Aziz Russell
said that protecting the do-
mestic textile industry does
not mean protecting a single
sector alone.

C“'!WW

A

Tt means protecting the
foundation of the counirys ex-
portearmng: foreign currency
savings, banking-sector invest-
ment, employment, entrepre-
neurial security and future
industrialisation,’ he added.

He urged the government

- to retain the mandatory 30

per cent value-addition con-
dition for raw material im-

The go\remmant issued

a statutory regulatory order

earlier this month proposing
the proposed national budget
for the 2026-27 financial
year, abolishing the previous
minimum 30 per cent value-
addition requirement for du-
ty-free raw material imports
under bank guarantees.

A September 2025 statu-
tory regulatory order required
exporters in sectors such as
RMG, leather and leather

, food , steel,
plastu:s and hght engineering
to ensure a minimum 30 per
cent local value addition in
expurt production.

The requirement was re-

§ 0% HFD )
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Showkat Aziz Russell

moved by & new SRO issued
earlier this month, which
stipulated only that realised
export earnings must exceed
the foreign currency spent on
importing raw materials used
to produce the export goods.
‘Withdrawing the condi-
tion would encourage misuse
of bonded-warehouse facili-
ties and unequal competi-
tion in the market,
it harder for local mills to
refain capacity and export
competitiveness  following
Bangladeshs graduation
from least-developed-country

| : SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2026,
Textile millers seek retention of
30pc value addition rule

J status, headded.

He also said that local

! value addition would need

to stay at 40 to 50 per cent or
higher to retain tariff benefits
in major export destinations
going forward.

The BTMA president also

| demanded a reduction of

the corporate tax rate for the
primary textile sector to 12
per cent, on par with RMG
exporters, and to keep it in
place until June 2030.

He said that the effective
tax rate for primary textile
millers currently stands at
27.5 per cent, while the RMG
sector enjoys 12 per cent, call-
ing the gap ‘starkly discrimi-
natory' given that both sit
within the same value chain.

He also sought withdraw-
al of the proposed 5 per cent
import duty on polyester
staple fibre.

He said that the global
demand for man-made fibre-
based garments has reached
around 70-75 per cent, while
Bangladesh’s exports remain
largely cotton-based.
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Tea sector

The tea sector contributes

22, 2026

needsa

approximately 0.81 per centro.0per  AlOngside formulating the growth strategy
of the tea sector, the condition of its
workers, the prime mover of its
growth, needs improvement

cent to Bangladesh's national GDP. It
is the country's second-largest
export-oriented cash crop after jute
and supporting millions of
livelihoods, especially in rural
communities. The sector provides
direct and indirect employment for
roughly 3.0 million people, primarily
in the tea estates of Sylhet,
Moulvibazar, Habiganjandin
Chattogram division's tea estates
mostly located in the Fatkchhari
upazila. There are some tea gardens
also in Rangunia, Banshkhali and
Rangamati. Add to these the small-
grower networks of Panchagar in the
northern district of Thakurgaon. Asa
vital domestic cash crop, itisa
primary driver of socioeconomic
stability in rural regions.
Teaoutput in 2026 reached 94.91
million kg, a 2.01per cent increase
over the previous year. Basically an
agricultural crop, historically the tea
sector has been considered an
industry. But tea's production, like
any other agricultural crop, is highly
dependent on weather condition.
Usually, its production begins to rise
from May, and in july the yield
increases to around 10 millionto 15
million kg. However, with the decline
in rainfali from November, the yield
begins to fall. Since, tea harvesting
remains suspended in February for
maintaining and tending of the tea
gardens, the yield is naturally the
lowest in this month of the year.
Arapidly expanding middle class and
rising urbanisation have driven
annual domestic consumption of tea
to roughly 85 to 90 million kg.
Despite a slight increase in
production, the sector faces
headwinds such as rising fuel,
fertiliser, and labour costs. Industry
analysts point to the need for better
irrigation, modernised land
management and a shift towards
value-added premium teas tc
improve global competitiveness and
profitability. But this important
sector.of the econgmy is glso plagued
by some inherent issuesthat need to
be addressed before it can make its
mark in the international market. In
fact, tea is a vital driver for economies
across South Asia including
Bangladesh and india. But it is
burdened by systemic hurdles that
suppress productivity and
profitability. The sector's stability
requires addressing the core
bottlenecks and their solutions.
These include unpredictable rainfall
and seasonal droughts which stunt
leaf growth and significantly slash
yields. Over 50 per cent of tea bushes
are aging and underproductive.
Combined with old processing
machinery, this hurts the final
product's quality. The costs of inputs
including fertilisers, pesticides and
labour have skyrocksted while teais
still heavily taxed or subjected to
commercial interest rates (10-14 per

writes

Syed Fattahul Alim

cent) rather than agricultural rates.
Stagnant wages, housing challenges
and outdated headcount ratios
hamperworker motivation and
productivity. Rigid weekly floor-
priced auctions (suchasin
Chattogram) restrict direct export
negotiations and depress local prices.
Most tea is exported in bulk. Without
strong, centralised branding (like Sri
Lanka's "Ceylon Tea' or India's
‘Darjeeling Tea'), the industry misses
out on premium global revenues. If
tea is reclassified from a commercial
industry to agriculture, it will enable
garden owners to access 4.0-6.0 per

cent subsidised agricultural credit for

magdernisation. While the industry
contributes significantly to the
economy, it faces other challenges.
Because local demand outpaces
supply, tea exports have generally
declined over the past three decades
to prioritise the domestic market.
Despite the overall drop in exports,
established brands continue to
compete internationally. Leading
companies like SEYLON, Finlay, and
Ispahani dominate the market, with
SEYLON maintaining its position as
the country's top branded tea
exporter. The good news is that tea
cultivation has expanded beyond the
traditional hills of Sylhet and
Chattogram. The transformation of
flatlands in northern districts, such as
Panchagarh and Thakurgaon, has
been highly successful, now
contributing over 10 per cent of total
national production. With per capita

consumption rising, the local tea
market is expected to continue
growing at an annual rate of over 8.0
per cent. This provides a massive,
reliable revenue stream for local
producers. Further utilisation of
unused or fallow flatlands for tea
production remains the most viable
way to meet the escalating demand.
The government and the Bangladesh
Tea Board are encouraging
smallholder farming in these regions.
To revive exports, the industry must
facus on producing
premium/specialty blends that
satisfy international standards, such
as Maximum Residue Level (MRL)
campliance for Eurepean markets.
Against this backdrop, the
government is now pushing for global
competitiveness, sustainable
production and digital supply chain
management. So, it can be said that
the tea sector is undergoing a
strategic renaissance. With domestic
consumption absorbing almost the
entirety of the Tk22.26 billion crop,
major investment avenues lie in
premium export development, cold-
chain logistics and modern plantation
automation. The Bangladesh Tea
Board (BTB) is actively urging growers
to diversify into aromatic, oolong and
specialty blends for the international
market. Brands like Seylon and Finlay
continue to dominate the export
space, but there is high-yield

potential in smallholder investments_

in northern districts. Investors are

increasingly looking to develop eco- Q\‘j |

tourism and luxury lodging near
major tea estates, specifically in
Moulvibazar and Habiganj (which
account for roughly 77 per cent of
national production), As a result of
reforms in BEPZA, attractive
packages are being offered for foreigr
investors within Export Processing
Zones (EPZs), including tax holidays
and 100 per cent foreign ownership
permissible. The government has
advanced plans to amend the
Customs Act to establish free trade
zones and to lift the 49 per cent
foreign shareholding cap in private
Inland Container Depots (ICDs) to
attractinternational-standard
logistics players, Auctions-which
occur at Agrabad in Chattogram and
Srimangal-are increasingly digitised,
speeding up trade cycles.
The Commerce Ministry has formed
task teams to chart the future of the
tea supply chain. Meanwhile, estates
are modernising their distribution,
with major firms like bKash facilitating
digital payrolls for estate workers,
creating a more reliable labour supply
chain. There is no question that the tea
sector has its immense growth
potential seeing that at least its
domestic consurnption is continuously
on the rise, thanks to increasing
population, particularly of the middle
class, But what about the tea garden
workers, who are among the most
unfairly treated segments of the
working class in the country?
Regrettably though, some 360,000
tea garden workers of the country face
multidimensional deprivations,
generational poverty and hazardous
working conditions. Despite the
historic nature of their work-primarily
inregions like Sylhet and Moulvibazar-
systemic underpayment, lack of land
rights and poor access to healthcare
and education keep these
communitiesin substandard living
arrangements. Daily wages, for
instance, remain exceptionally low,
forcing warkers to rely on micro-debt
leading to child labour, not to mention,
chronic malnutrition. Workers often
putinlong hours in extreme weather
without adequate protective gear.
Many face strict daily plucking quotas
(e.g., upwards of 25 kg). Research by
organisations like the Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies showthat a
vast majority of workers lack formal
appointment cards or service books
which hinder their job security.
Families are frequently confined to
cramped, dilapidated estate housing
with limited access to safe drinking
water and sanitation. In the
circumstances, alongside formulating
the growth strategy of the tea sector,
the condition of its workers, the prime
mover of its growth, needs
improvemnent. Theyare, as though,
still bound in chains, which harks back
to the colonial era. That should come
toanend, if only to ensure an inclusive
growth of the tea sector.
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TEIE mA_\ClAL EXPRESS

Experts for expe
~ labour eradication efforts

FE REPORT

Development partners, rights groups
and civil society crganisations.on
Monday called for aligning compulsory
education with the minimum employ-
ment age of 14 by extending free and
compulsory education to class VIl to

They also stressed the need for fair
wages for workers saying low wages in
most cases force families to send their
children to work, even hazardous ones,
to manage livelihoods.

Their other recommendations included
implementation of laws and policies
related to child labour, stronger coordi-
nation among the ministries of educa-
tion, social welfare and labour and col-
laboration between the government and
civil society and other related agencies.
The observations and suggestions were
made at a programme marking the
World Day Against Child Labour 2026,
held at Krishibid Institution Bangladesh
(KIB) in the city.

Held under the global theme, "Red Card
to Child Labour: Fair Play for Children,

. Decent Wark for Adults," the Ministry of
* Labour and Employment (MoLE), the

expedite child labour eradication efforts.

mx—sfmﬂw

Child Labour Elimination Platform
(CLEP) and the International Labour
Organization (ILO) jointly organised dis-
cussion sessioris and a cultural pro-
gramme,

Speaking at the event, Labour Minister
Ariful Haque Choudhury said child
labour should be eliminated from the
country through practical and sustain-
able projects rather than seminars
alone. He also emphasised that child

labour elimination efforts should start ~

from home. .

He called on all local and foreign organi-
sations working in this sector to identify
the areas most prone to child labour and
work together accordingly.

ILO Bangladesh country director Max
Tunon said, "In line with ILO
Convention138, keeping childrenin
school remains one of the most effective
ways to prevent child labour."
Emphasising the need for stronger links
between child labour programmes and
social protection for vulnerable families,
he said social safety nets that support
parents while ensuring children remain
in school can help break that cycle of
intergenerational poverty,

iting child

prosecution and enacting policies are
also essential to deterring child labour
and ensuring compliance with the law,
he noted.
Presenting keynote paper, AKM Ashraf
Uddin, executive director of the
Bangladesh Labour Foundation, identi--
fied inadequate budget allocations and
programmes for child labour elimina-
tion, the absence of a dedicated coordi-
nating and monitoring authority, and
poor inter-ministerial coordination due
to the lack of focal points in ministries as
major challenges.
He stressed the need for data-driven
planning and evidence-based interven-
tions and effective enforcement of
existing laws and policies and adequate
social protection for child labour eradi-
cation from all sectors.
Chaired by Labour Secretary Md Abdur
Rahman Tarafder, the event was also
addressed by Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed
of the Bangladesh Institute of Labour
Studies, Samajtantrik Sramik Front
president Razequzzaman Ratan and
Munira Sultana, child labour and safe
work for youth specialist at1LO
Bangladesh, among others.
munni_fe@yahoo.com
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MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2026,

Child labour elimination target

mlssed

Rashad Ahamad

OVER 10 lakh children in
Bangladesh continue to
work in dangerous condi-
tions with minimal govern-
ment oversight, exposing
the nation’s future to abuse,
lorture, and severe physical
harms.

Facing severe dangers at
their workplaces, children
have now come to dominate
national crime statistics,
many of them ending up cn
the list of dead or rape vic-
tims.

Yet, many of the perilous
sectors they are engaged in
are still not officially rec-
ognised on the government
list of hazardous jobs, said
Bangladesh Institute of La-
bour Studies executive di-
rector Syed Sultan Uddin
Ahmed, who is also head of
the Labour Reform Commis-
sion.

‘Child domestic worker
has not been included in
the list of hazardous jobs
because they don't have a

voice,’ further said Sultan
Uddin.
While Bangladesh has

substantially reduced child
labour in export-oriented in-
dustries like garments, leath-
er, ceramics, and shipbreak-
ing due to global oversight,
this pressure has largely re-

located the problem.

Many children have
simply shifted into less
regulated, invisible, and
unmonitored informal sec-
tors. Conseguently, Bang-

ladesh missed its targets of
eliminating the worst forms
of child labour by 2021 and
all forms of child Iabour by
2025.

According to the Bang-
ladesh. Burean of Statis-
tics National Child Labour
Survey 2022, published in
2024, about 17.8 lakh chil-
dren aged 5-17 are engaged
in child labour, up from 17
lakh in 2013.

Among them, 10.7 lakh
children are engaged in haz-

|

Gout to observe World Day Against Child
Labour today

A child works at a motorcycle waorkshop at Jurain in the capital on Saturday. Children are employed in different hazardous occupations

in the country in violation of the ILO Convention against child labour,

ardous work, according to
the survey.

The govemment current-
ly recognises 43 occupations
as hazardous for children
after expanding the list from
38 sectors in 2022.

The hazardous sectors,
however, do not include oc-
cupations such as domestic
work and recycling as haz-
ardous though the sectors
expose children to serious
physical, psychological, and
chemical hazards.

As Bangladesh observes
World Day Against Child La-
bour today, although the day
is globally cbeerved on June
12, campaigners questioned
why these rapidly growing
seclors remain outside offi-
cial recognition.

Child wvictims of brutal
domestic torture, sometimes
with graphic description of
physical abuse like being
scalded in the kitchen or
pushed out of their work-
place in muitistoried -apart-
ment buildings, often be-
come the subject of national
DEWS.

The suspected perpelra-

tors range from high-level
government officers to slum
dwellers.

The Intermational Labour
Organisation recognises haz-
ardous domestic work as one
of the worst forms of child
labour under Convention
No. 182 and Recommenda-
tion No. 190.

A 2024 study by the As-
sociation for Social Devel-
opment, conducted among
352 child domestic workers
in Dhaka, found that almost
half of them had experi-
enced abuse.

The survey showed that
31.45 per cent were subject-
ed to excessive workloads,
18.47 per cent suffered phys-
ical injuries, 8.23 per cent
were beaten, 20.74 per cent
faced verbal abuse, while 1.7
per cent experienced sexual
abuse.

Electronic waste is a mas-
sive, unlisted hazard.

A 2025 study by Trans-
parency International Bang-
ladesh found that 97 per cent
of e-waste is progessed in the
informal sector, where safety
standards are non-existent.

Large numbers of children
dismantle e-waste, plastics,
batteries, and scrap metal
without protective gear.

Safety and Rights Society
executive director Sekender
Ali Mina noted that these
children regularly handle
hazardous chemicals and in-
hale toxic fumes.

‘They inhale toxic fumes,
handle hazardous chemicals
and suffer injuries, yet the
sector is still not officially
recognised as hazardous for
children,' he said.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has declared eight in-
dustries — export-oriented
garments, leather goods,
tannery, ceramics, glass,
silk, shrimp processing, and
shipbreaking — free of child
labour since 2021 following
years of domestic and inter-
national pressure.

Experts said that while
progress in formal industries
was encouraging, the ab-
sence of effective monitoring
in informal sectors has sim-
ply relocated child labour
rather than eliminating it.

Although the government

—Sony Ramani

has spent about Tk 352 crore
on child labour elimination
programmes over the past
13 years, child labour has in-
creased instead of declining,
they said.

The labour ministry is
now preparing a new Na-
tional Plan of Action for
2026-2030 after missing the
previous targets and has pro-
posed another project worth
about Tk 2,500 crore.

Labour ministry joint
secretary Mohammad Mo-
zammel Haque attributed
the increase parily to the
economic impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

He said that the new ac-
tion plan would involve all
relevant ministries and gov-
ernment agencies.

Bangladesh Labour Foun-
dation executive director
AKM Ashraf Uddin said that
although Bangladesh had
demonstrated strong com-
mitment internationally,
implementation  remained
weak.

‘The government re-

sponse has not been holistic.
Child labour must become
a cross-cutting national pri-
ority involving education,
social protection, poverty re-
duction, and labour inspec-
tion,’ he said.




hopes for Malaysia labour
market reopening

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

Fresh concerns are emerging over a possi-
ble return of the controversial recruitment
syndicate system in the Malaysia labour
market as Bangladesh and Malaysia move
towards reopening worker recruitment
without revising the existing memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) that critics
say enabled such practices in the past.

The concern follows a recent visit to
Malaysia by a Bangladesh delegation led
by Expatriates’ Welfare Minister Ariful
Haque Choudhury.

While the visit raised hopes of reopen-
ing the labour market after two years of
closure, it also triggered fears among re-
cruiters and migration experts that the syn-
dicate model introduced during the Awami
League government could resurface,

“As long as the existing MoU between
the two countries is not amended, the mas-
terminds behind the syndicate will con-
tinue to take advantage. This time too, the
beneficiaries of the syndicate have contin-
ued their efforts in both countries,” former
Joint Secretary General of the Bangladesh
Association of International Recruiting
Agencies (Baira) Fakhrul Islam told TBS.

“The Malaysian authorities have im-
posed several new conditions that encour-
age the formation of syndicates. Nearly
2,500 agencies in Bangladesh obtained
licences by complying with government
rules and regulations, but instead of giv-

STATE OF MALAYSIA LABOUR MARKET

» Job market ‘m Labuur mﬂl‘kﬂt : ﬁ-
remains shut % : closed in 2008, zgm’ L,
for 2 years _ and again in 2024 [

» Conditions could limit
recruitment to just 5-7
Bangladeshi agencles

"+ New system to sideline 2,500
licensed recruiting agencies

ing all of them equal opportunities, these
new conditions undermine the authority
of our government,” he added.

_The issue gained further attention after
State Minister for Expatriates’ Welfare Nu-
rul Haque Nur said on 6 May that Malay-
sia's labour market would remain closed
to Bangladeshi workers unless Dhaka
accepted Kuala Lumpur's conditions for
recruitment.

He noted that the market could remain
shut if Bangladesh rejected what he de-
scribed as either a “syndicate” or a “fair
recruitment system”.

According to Nur, Malaysia impaosed
10 conditions that would effectively allow
only five to seven Bangladeshi agencies to
send workers,

However, during the interim govern-
ment’s tenure, it managed to waive three
conditions and submitted a list of 423
recruiting agencies to Malaysia, but the
market remains closed.

Nur said Bangladesh’s minister had re-
cently visited Malaysia and requested ap-
proval for the 423 recruiting agencies on
the submitted list.

®

The syndicate issue

- Syndicate roots
trace back to 2010

* The system began
with just 10
approved agencies

+ After 2022 reopening,
the 100-agency syndicate
extracted at least
Tk14,000cr from workers

* But they failed to send
around 18,000 waorkers
to Malaysia before May
2024 deadline

Ariful Haque Choudhury pledged on 18 May
to launch a strict crackdown on controver-

sial recruitment syndicates in a bid to reopen |

the Malaysian labour market quickly.

*Qur jihad is against the syndicate,” he
told reporters.

Asked when the market would reopen,
Ariful replied, “It will happen very quickly.”

How the new conditions
came under discussion
On 28 October 2025, Malaysia’s Ministry of

Foreign Affairs sent a letter to Bangladesh

requesting a list
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' Syndicate fears resurface amid hopes for Malaysia labour

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
of recruiting agencies eligible to send workers
based on 10 mandatory criteria.

Bangladesh later requested Malaysia
to relax at least three conditions requiring
agencies to have handled at least 3,000
foreign workers in the past five years, own
a training centre and maintain a perma-
nent office space of at least 10,000 square
feet for the previous three years.

The request was made in a letter sent
on 4 November 2025 by Asif Nazrul, then
adviser to the expatriates’ ministry, to the
Malaysian government.

The remaining conditions include hold-
ing a valid licence for at least five years, ex:
perience in sending workers to at least three
countries, possession of a good conduct
certificate and no record of involvement in
forced labour or human trafficking.

According to the Ministry of Expatriates’
Welfare, agencies from Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Myanmar will be select-
ed under the same standards.

However, Nepal rejected Malaysia's pro-
posed standards for recruitment agencies,
according to local media outlet The Annapur-
na Express. At the time, many Baira members
urged the government not to comply with
what they described as unfair conditions,
warning that they could pave the way for an-
other syndicate by limiting recruitment rights
to a small number of agencies.

Frequent closures since
syndicate system introduced

Recruiters say the syndicate system dates
back to 2010, when the number of approved
agencies was initially limited to 10 before

upandmg-mto a powerful mechanism con-
trolling labour migration.

More recently, a syndicate invelving 100
agencies has been accused of syphoning off
thousands of crores of taka and failing to
send around 18,000 workers to Malaysia be-
fore the May 2024 deadline.

Malaysia’s labour market for Bangladesh
was first closed in 2008, reopened in 201
and shut again in 2018 amid cormuption al-
legations. It reopened in 2022 before closing
once more in 2024. Though BNP governments
in 1991-1996 and 2001-2006 did not face such
allegations, insiders now fear that the current
process, if not transparent, could lead to a re-
surgence of the same system.

Following the recent visit to Malaysia,
Prime Minister's Adviser Mahdi Amin said
efforts were under way to ensure low-cpst
migration, expand opportunities for skilled
workers and dismantle syndicates.

A joint statement issued on 9 April said
both countries had agreed to recruit work-
ers through “credible and qualified” agen-
cies based on Malaysia’s sectoral needs.
However, sector insiders question the
ambiguity of those terms and warn that
the selection process itself could become a
gateway to forming a new syndicate.

Altab Khan wamed that any return of syn-
dicate practices under a BNP-led government
would seriously damage the party's reputa-
tion. “If syndicates return, it will break BNP’s
clean recond and erode public trust,” he said.

Mohammad Rashed Alam Bhuiyan, who
completed a PhD on the Bangladesh-Malay-
sia labour migration corridor, said influential
groups in both countries had long played a
role in forming syndicates that ultimately ex-

ploited workers. “If the current government
follows the same path, it will be difficult to
bring transparency to the labour migration
sector and create jobs at a lower cost,” he
said, urging Bangladesh to engage more
actively with Malaysia to avoid what he
described as irrational conditions.

The jeint statement also said Malaysia
planned to introduce a technology-driven,
Al-based recruitment system aimed at reduc-
ing intermediaries, lowering costs and ensur-
ing employers bear recruitment expenses un-
der the International Labour Organisation’s
Employer Pays Principle.

Bangladesh expressed support for the ini-
tiative, but Fakhrul Islam questioned wheth-
er the “zero-cost migration” concept could
become another avenue for syndicate control.

Stakeholders argue that dismantling syn-
dicates is possible if Bangladesh adopts a firm
negotiating position. They point to Nepal,
which reportedly resisted similar pressure
while continuing to send workers to Malaysia
without syndicate control,

“Malaysia alone cannot impose a syn-
dicate. Bangladesh can prevent it if it
wants to,” said RMMRU founding chair Dr
Tasneem Siddiqui.

Before 2008, Bangladeshi workers
could secure jobs in Malaysia by paying
recruiters between Tki.8 lakh and Tkz.2
lakh. By May 2024, the cost had risen to
nearly Tké lakh despite the Ministry of Ex-
patriates’ Welfare fixing the official migra-
tion cost at Tky9,000.

Baira sources estimate that the syndi-
cate of 1oo agencies siphoned off at least
Tk14,000 crore after the market reopened in
August 2022.
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ree raw material import, 3-year
bond licence for non-RMG likely

BUDGET Y27

REYAD HOSSAIN AND
SHAIKH ABDULLAH

The government is considering a
package of fresh facilities for non-
RMG export sectors in the upcoming
budget as part of efforts to diversify
exports and reduce dependence on
the garment industry.

One of the key measures under con-
sideration is transferring the author-
ity to issue utility declarations (UDs)
— which determine exporters’ raw
material entitlement — from customs
bond offices to relevant trade associa-
tions. Initially, this authority may be
granted to associations representing
terry towel and home textile exporters,
as well as leather goods exporters,

Under the proposed system, associ-
ation members would no lenger need
to visit customs bond commissioner-
ate offices to obtain UDs. Instead, they
would be able to secure raw material
entitlement certificates directly from
their respective associations.

The move is expected to reduce
harassment and lower additional
business costs.

The government is also consider-
ing extending to non-RMG exporters
the facility of importing raw materi-
als free of cost (FOO from foreign

buyers, a benefit currently available
to garment exporters. h

In some cases, buyers provide the
manufacturer the raw materials, and
pay only the manufacturing cost.

In addition, the validity period of
bond licences for non-RMG export-
ers may be extended from one year
to three years, similar to the arrange-
ment for the garment sector.

Home textile,
leather exporters’ 3
associations may get
authority toissue  /
utility declarations :

saa s

Free-of-cost raw ¥ _
material import -
facility could be expanded =~

to non-RMG exporters

According to sources present at
a policy-level meeting held at the
finance ministry yesterday, these
decisions were discussed and ap-
proved in principle.

Some of the measures may be for-
mally announced in the upcoming
budget proposal, the sources said.
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The meeting was attended by
Finance and Planning Adviser Dr
Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, the fi-
nance secretary and senior officials of
the National Board of Revenue (NBR).

An NBR senior official who at-
tended the meeting told The Busi-
ness Standard on condition of
anonymity, “The government’s in-
tention is to°gradually hand over

7 helpdiversify

UD issuance authority to more as-
sociations. Initially, considering in-
stitutional capacity, the Terry Towel
Association and the leather goods
exporters’ association are likely to
receive this authority.”

The official added that the gov-
ernment has taken a positive stance
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on granting FOC facilities to non-
RMG exporters.

“To implement this, amendments
will be required to the Import Policy
Order (IPO), which falls under the
jurisdiction of the commerce minis-
try,” he said.

Attempts to contact Dr Rashed Al
Mahmud Titumir for comment were
unsuccessful.

Currently, while some leather
goods exporters enjoy bond licence
facilities, they still need to obtain
permissions or utility permits (UPs)
from customs bond commissioner-
ate offices to import raw materials.

Exporters have long alleged
that obtaining each utility permit
involves additional costs and unof-
ficial payments. Similar complaints
have also been raised regarding the
process of obtaining bond licences
from customs bond offices.

To address such issues, the au-
thority to issue UDs was previously
delegated to the garment sector’s
two major associations, BGMEA and
BEMEA.

Other export associations have
since been demanding the same fa-
cility.

Non-RMG exporters believe ex-
tending the facility to additional
associations would help reduce har-
assment and improve the business
environment.
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RMG export loses ground
in American market

Vietnam, Cambodia continue to expand their market shares

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh's apparel exports
to the United States, its

single-largest export
destination, suffereda
deeper setback during the
first four months of this year.
shipments from the country
showed double-digit
negative growth during the
period while major
competitors, particularly
Vietnam and Cambodia,
continued to strengthen
their positions in the market.
Bangladesh exported
garment products worth
Us$2.64 billion during the
January-April period of
2026, registering an 11.21 per
cent decline from US52.98
billion earned during the
corresponding period of
2025, according to data
released by the Office of
Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA)
on Tuesday.

In volurme terms, Bangladesh
shipped 890,17 million
square metres of apparel,
about 9.0 per cent lower than

from U5%$757.37 million in
- April 2025, according to an
analysis of the OTEXA data.

the 978.32 million square Asked about the reasons
metres exported during the behind the downturn, AK
same period last year. Azad, Managing Director of
Apparel exports to the United  Ha-Meem Group, one of
States have faced headwinds  Bangladesh's largest

since the beginning of the garment exporters to the
year, recording growth rates  United States, said rising
of less than 1.0 per centin geopolitical tensions and
january, followed by declines  economic uncertainty had r
of 17.18 percentand 8.08 per  weakened consumer

cent in February and March demand.

respectively. p He said the US-Iran conflict
in April 2026, exports again had driven up food and

fell sharply, declining 17.21 energy prices, forcing

per cent to US5627 million American consumers to

™ MAJOR SUPPLIERS 10 US

orders are increasingly being

distributed among

competing suppliers,

including India, whose

competitiveness has been

improving.

Bangladesh is also losing

competitiveness because of

- .several domestic challenges,
including higherenergy
costs, inadequate gas supply,
rising bank lending rates and
increasing labour costs, all of

which have pushed up overall
~ Jan- Apr 2026 production expenses, said Mr
g Azad, a former president of
Vietnam 1.3% the Bangladesh Garment
Bangladesh 11.2% w ManufactuF:gG T E;:porters
d Association EA).
Chl_na 50.2% v ""Buyers now want garments
India 28.0% with designs developed by
suppliers themselves,
supported by their own

fabrics, patterns and product
development capabilities,"
he said, adding that
Bangladesh continues to lag
behind major competitors in
these areas.

prioritise essential spending "Bangladesh now needs to
and reduce purchases of focus more on MMF-based
apparel, resulting in lower garment manufacturing,
demand for garments. improve productivity and
Mr Azad noted that Vietnam worker efficiency, reduce
remains ahead of Bangladesh  wastage and strengthen

in the production of higher design capabilities to
value-added and man-made  increaseitssharein the

fibre (MMF)-based
garments, which command

global market,” he said. He
also urged the government to

better prices and benefit provide the necessary policy

from shorter lead times due support to helpreduce

to stronger domestic and production costs and sustain
Chinese fabric supplychains.  competitiveness.

By contrast, Bangladesh Speaking to the FE, M Masrur

remains largely concentrated  Reaz, Chairman and CEO of
on basic cotton-based

products, while sourcing

P




— e — e

&3y el

P O G|

(ITEATE, 35 T 038,

7 AR ST Hid FIFL!

FA2! A0EE e fee 5
cErAG | 71 e > 719 @&
B ZETS A |

Erioc

JEEre | Gire TR FEUE 96 F4E
sppenif carenwiiee @ = J 81 ve,
B @ Ay TR e AfdeEe FEE
@G e e e @2 B9
T (TR

Wzmwamm

&1 efewai 9s® oM, TeaEe
sife ammiFes 36 9% 6 TeEnT s
=0 TGER T (PG @ s 9
SITE| GRS ST e, 6N
sfafgfers sima aemifys T GFLEI

wga e wEd, i
AEeR, [Geee, «mes 9 =ekE

N o AGE

A1 TF WS YA | €05 8¢ LS @f
NHH safl TETE dfete AEEH | @) A
WIS (ARG o ZEE TN LR e (b
ey @7 FY (ST AN | 9% e T
5% @ SR FEIF 9% T S T
svifsfeicera St FaUsty 95 S|

s aife @Al @EEs oteR
(fram) 200% ANA ASER Z6TE S
Iv yarwa wFeibem wa Tow Al
BRI AAITR AL (13 QoA T
A 9 wefEgan

THeTEE gun FdE wftem g
vEfe @ S (P WS I

mmmmﬁsﬁamm|
‘gnf| AEES OreeE YN 9
ARAOTE 4T ST R | SR W,
e S5 TEE wEew siaa B
HE ¢ TE W FEE wFE oA
faraere wifewe WA Yoo T e
g o 2o feg e
FRE Tw weEdl, g @ #aw ud
wih W WRES by EH!
mﬁemmmmu a7
THSI TS 8 TES Gl el
A (AETTE ATaSEIe TE |
5% wEaE CTORIENE TR

b ] WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026, JYAISHTHA 20, 1433 BS

b B hua‘itﬂﬂ?ﬁl'it?ﬁﬁmﬁtﬂ
M e @F Ace, [
mmaﬂﬁﬂﬂmmwﬁmﬂﬁMn
TSI A i (SRS
efsfla 3 »HiEe T, T T9 56 TE
4, @fb (e T | T ] T [ S
i AGTA BIER! ST — T SETE Al
S e 9 e feede s L’
FESAA O N4E (F1FE A
& Fae AT 2 | or Bl wEw,
o9, «F WE e FEEn AfSPMeElE
i PifFasTTe W T cre =a|
SRS TROCTEE SR Sl 8
wrfiee e = fie e e e

. (e Rafers wifirae, @ s AR

frs «OWAR 68 W A OE G
IR HATG (58] T |

sose Gdaen FUers THesE e
wita wew o5 © @Y vq TEE Su81 @9
W ST g WeE gEifars e 97
HSIE Y038 AE TR FAAT A
St Frsferem g1 o =i Tefume
Bia iy e o4 =g T =

farmrea <o, B efowqivea S
w—mmﬂmmmmiﬁma
A S L onfe it Renfe ws
A e SACE | < T SiTE (EiEEE
G EOETSE AIEAS BT fewe Sals

174 more Bangladeshis
repatnated from Libya

Sangstha - Dhaka

ONE hundred and seventy
four more Bangladeshi mi-
grants were repatriated from
Libya on Tuesday through a
jjoint initiative of the Bang-
ladesh government, Libyan
I authorities and the Interna-
iﬁnn&l Organization for Mi-
gration.
The returned’ arrived at
Hazral Shahijalal Internation-
al Airport at 5:10am aboard a
Buraq Air flight from T‘npoh
according to a foreign minis-

try's press release.

The repatriation was facil-
itated through coordinated
efforts of the Bangladesh em-
bassy in Libya, the ministry
of foreign affairs, the minis-
try of expatriates’ welfare
and overseas employment,
the government of Libya and
the IOM.

Most of the returned had
reportedly entered Libya ir-
regularly with the assistance
of human traffickers while
attempting to reach Europe
through sea routes.

Many of them allegedly

Qb

became victims of abduc-
tion, exploitation and vari-
ous forms of abuse during
their stay in the North Afri-
can country, said the release.
Officials from the minis-
try of foreign affairs, relevant
government agencies and the
IOM received the returned at
the airport upon their arrival.
As part of efforts to raise
awareness about the risks of
irregular migration, the min-
istry of foreign affairs urged
the returned to share their
experiences with the public.
The IOM provided each

repatriated migrant with
travel assistance, food sup-
plies, primary healthcare
services and temporary ac-
commodatioh where re-

The ministry of foreign
affairs, the Bangladesh em-
bassy in Libya, the ministry
of expatriates’ welfare and
overseas employment and
the IOM are continuing their
joint efforts to ensure the
safe return of Bangladesh.l
nationals currently held in
various detention cenfres
across Libya.
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RMG exports to
major markets

fall in July-May

_Staff Correspondent Export earnings from the
o EU accounted for more than
THE country’s readymade

49 per cent of Bangladesh's
garment exports to major

global destinations declined

R (oI W SifATae seae persistently during the July-
qetg| T ST e@pE AR A~ May period of the current fi-
S | T (4T TN 9, AT G HAT nancial year 2025-26 due to
sifiFam e A 7@z 7m1 a weak global demand.

@ F5eA (ereTE g According  to  detailed
=gl country-wise export data
TR N TR (I et e from the Export Promotion
FTE FTGTA FAT ATAEIEA 00 ¢ | Bureau, Bangladesh export-
SraAT AT @ 4 Gewr ed RMG items worth $35.31
:mw @ feprae| o= billion in the July-May pe-
Zs ¢ Yl efsberet gfaw we 71 riod of FY26, marking a 3.41
TreTT (o 7 fuIET a8 Tesifrs  per cent decline from that of
a9 1SRY Y| Rl we wpw $36.56 billion earned in the
oA, SRt @ (s 2679 ¥y same period of FY25.
AW TR I AR e In the single month of
S | .May of 2026, the RMG sec-

T TR ¢ FHRA wemyRe tor, the countrys highest
fmeeez oW oo WIEGH P W export eamer, earned $3.59
e e © A9 TRl @3 ¥y billion, an 8.29 per cent de-
e, GeRwED, 518, -0, i, cline from $3.92 billion in
§tTr, omeew, =% Zenfy| w3 W May 2025.

TSty At aga =w Rfes wue &1 ¢
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o, T 20%¢-3b WEEEET ATy
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Exports have been de-
clining for the past several
months due to weak global

demand, fewer buyer inquir- |

ies, geopolitical tensions,
and intense competition,
particularly in European
markets, said the exporters.

They also expressed con-
cerns that prolonged conflict
in the Middle East and ten-
sions in the Strait of Hor-

| muz could again negatively
affect the global economy,
which could in turn affect
the country’s exports.

In the eleven months of
FY26, the downturn was
more pronounced in the
United States, the United
Kingdom, the European Un-
ion, Canada and non-tradi-
tional markets.

_ During July-May of FY26,
Bangladeshi exporters
recorded a 4.88 per cent
decline in shipments to the
EU — the largest destination
for Bangladesh's apparel ex-
ports — to $17.36 billion,
down from that of $18.25
billion in the same period of
FY25.

Y

total RMG export revenues
during the period.

Exports -to major EU
countries such as Germany,
France, and Denmark and
Italy declined in the eleven
months of FY286, although
narrow to moderate growth
was recorded in Spain, the
Netherlands, and Poland.

Export earnings from the
United States also declined
narrowly by 0.04 per cent to
$7.02 billion in July-May of
FY26, compared with that
of $7.03 b in the same
period of FY25.

The US, the largest sin-
gle-country destination for
Bangladeshi apparel, ac-
counted for 20 per cent of
the total RMG expg;lB a;:n—
ings, according to ta
compiled by the Bangladesh
Apparel

Exchange, a private
initiative promoting the
country’s apparel and textile

RMG exports to the UK
declined by 0.5 per cent
to $4.02 billion in the first
eleven months of FY26,
down from $4.04 billion in

the same period of FY25.

From Canada, RMG ex-
porters bagged $1.22 billion
during the reporting period,
up by 2.27 per cent from
$1.2 billion in the corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious financial year,

In the apparel trade, the
US, Canada, the UK, and
the EU are considered tradi-
tional markets, while other
destinations are classified as
non-traditional,

Major  non-traditional

markets include Japan, Aus-

tralia, Russia, India, China,
South Korea, the United
Arab Emirates, Malaysia,
Brazil and Mexico.

Despite hope, export
earnings from non-tradition-

al markets have declined

since October, -

SUNDAY, JUNE 7,,2026,

During July-May of FY26,
exports to non-traditional
destinations further fell
5.95 per cent to $5.68 bil-
lion, compared with those
of $6.04 billion in the same
of FY25. =
_ Nor-traditional markets
accounted for 16.09 per cent
of Bangladesh's total RMG
exports during the period.
Among major non-tra-
ditional markets, exports
to Japan, Australia, India,

South Korea, and Mexico

ers Association president

Mohammad Hatem said the
primary reasons for the pres-
sure on exports are subdued
global demand and a lack of
new wark orders. .

He said that the real chal-
lenge lies in securing new
export orders and main-
taining competitiveness
in global markets, without
which sustainable export
growth would be difficult to
achieve

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the Bangladash
Garment Manufacturers and

Association, said
the data indicated a recali-
bration of global consump-
tion patterns rather than a
sector-wide crisis.

‘Traditional buyers are
optimising * their sourcing
strategies, which is an invi-
tation to strengthen relation-
ships and demonstrate com-
petitive value beyond price,’
he added.

‘However, to stay com-
petitive in such tense global
markets, we must explore
new markets, diversify prod

w T8 F.-J_..'-'E

In FY25, the RMG sector
earned $39.35 billion from
global markets.




5791 : #EE S0 T8T6 3808 B
Dhaka - Saturday 6 June 2026 =

TF IR 51 FACS
L caﬂﬁ'?w AT A

um&mmwﬁm

LHTE, ‘D‘ijm ST 4T AR

by éi “Rete w&ﬁmasmm{mﬁusm
et

=% = HhfT o EEUE
HEHE WS FEle o TER
e AT | a3 wgfEm
T ot fars sima 7% s
1 4res efedmet | 4 &0
SEITAE v TS %0 9 4STeT |
TN AEPOECES HoE T
y8 e wffer cite | ¥
e AR (o9 T WS

Armr-meza Ty ﬂ’f‘f‘ﬂm

oAl ATEE AN

FEwel W, AE SRS
TEHifs W'ﬂrgeﬁaqﬁﬁ
T TSN TSR
e a7 el face AIRTE A

T I | 47 WO T yo | P

B FACT GF0 (R AL
®EH Yoo (F0 BIE bENS
e W e A ave
Wmmqmﬂlmﬁr
T e ‘ffefafy
TACE  A@R e | e
WEBE WEE FEEE s W
W wEATerE SR I
ere & aE AT T

ey a@% ETEIrT. et mtﬁ:
mﬁ'ﬂ!ﬁ?’ﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬂm

9% T3 rE ¥ e o 9 g e

T AR 2fOPINGET | & T ARSI

v e 203 Q *TeIee | TSN JIFLCACS
HA T 8 o yfew ¢Itg

maz

BECA AT |

aafs 9% dfeem I o
T Soo (FH T ofg 4
e o | aE ol R

o e < Ad | g
& gy ffarear e sfferary
@y TesTAE Wy SIS
g oW $4 TE | WheRe
@5 FEPE onhd e 4
@REn TR oEE e
fore 219 (SArEEE T
AT W A0 A 4% W
e SR I 4TE W
sy 4t offarie == anE

s W wd AR
o @A W aOnges vEle

e AT aR) wWERE 3
B e FF ST T | AT
#w waze ffes e
el AEE ©F efEs
g 91 ToE R el
e | AgEr dfeftEr afe
fow a07 www A s
o eferan (SR FAET |
I RS (TR A
wEate AR @ e
FT4ER TIGIE RS S |
STETET T AN S W=
oz e wErey T

il | AR a% HEmels SRS e 9 mﬁm E oo FECE UE | HASWE
irnztﬂ‘m’t T (AF 8 G WP FOWYE Lol oo FRINS] ey CFTa (AT T CFGE SIAd O
oo WE Bt FOn 4 fre (0 & (TSN Y | e mrwmw AfepEeT AHIE IHTEEEE |
TR TRFECT | oW A s g e e ww el (Brend@) w
watwﬁmmmﬂm gy ¢ om@ Awen s T rwfvrwmm_h
A | st % 4 efebrren Wi wd SR W wd




W@iﬁm 9

27 w3 e T8
RNHTACE G O (5TAS
awged e @i «a e
EfSAARS I SIS (o&l, Tl
q194R FeSH HBE 71| 95 G5
e afgara-we 1S core
R, AU o= RS
@ (AUATTE JE SeAE N9
witfod FHAINS G2 Grow e
@A (W g 120 (bl
¥4l 704 | ferares oifera (e

aRATTE e
s qENid e
e e e o
8 oA TFE S
0®fa TaTe | Wi 924 49
Ba A i TR
aEEE 99 bEd

ARFALR T g GG T8 7 | TS 7R
FeEd Sletes) QMRS (AIACACE (4 4157
CHET 9T TEE 9% TR RS B
s wwa §24E AfE | 200k ALH 99,

2050 A1 S 516, 205Y FE WA 96,

2033 HIE AGHSNE BIE €38 2038 ANA

¢ FEEE G9NEE AWEE A F9
TG g B R A, AT AT
e =a Bfbe 791 998 oS el T4
I Qe G T, T, THRE 98t
s sfeammenmn ofFm
TG W AN '

wSirea gE s ot (REwR W

urErRE FEEE SO 2EE ST
Frevrers TR ANGER WEE 5E
=7 8 <% TEE FOW W WK

Eics s )
T TEE a9 ador S e vy
IS T e T A 1y far
T TR, O E A e
S ARFMATE CATATIS b1 g S
TR BerH wiaTs = ;
o ol Wi @t geE Rar Terke
T s oo S, Ao
ST SFHT GBE, FUAT FIE (U0E
=feEe ad @, §fess, I AniEd
e a2 SN e — &3 S
eTfeare TEEE ENAEE YOS |
BT ) A fEE w, e S
AHETE AETTE YE NSies HEe
B oo o7, @9 amE AfasEE
SIS HEEELE LG WL A1 | BE FHPpia
6 FRAGTE TS (A W) A
FeEE REICACTE FELEE 6 wafedE e
e sl mieEtTE, 71, syfeliEs g
TrETHEEE TR Sl S (ol F=

TSt SIel BTl (@10 GFHE AU 72

TEEEEE TNEEE F TedE e
TWE, TOAEE G T AN SrH—
‘fAferas’ | wors A (AEE AgrEE
fag el fage auet at o o

farseiems freed o Sofes e wE

FHIH TG (4LS HreEE 5l SwE, 9
vl afexsfs, pie wem o3 7 43
CATEreid u5A1 WL6| SNiAd SifedmE a5
wleREsTd (@G 4R SE 91 farme
Thewra T o G aaren, T R w9
e el AfanEs o Tehee 6

wfr— <2 Moo oah B Fow

Gaveres | = Fre R oifte g9 g2-fm
s ST WY TS Y A BlE 4T

=rele Ad 9% %STE (R oA
weEimr e Sieme Frd @, ok
qATACE 9% (98 WEESl 8
Frasarega giere! I3 SRS @A | ok
CATEE STAGAE TEATTE FAE g6
wEEH 267 SiEe— @I 4Aa S

fide, vafes i, famedm 59, fon
afer @92 4area faeas SwEEA TuE o
GIEEST ARE| OTHE SuiE FwEn T
ST WS TA «ae T o Rl
WA FARAE WO A fGEnE A
1A ST FHE YU SR FRIE A |

HFRS! 7B (YT




&R qleng

SiTEITs ARG | WE W, T e

% FEEE Fae weged weae Aidtam’
A fGEr zem Sfts wEel SEEe

Mwwmwnﬁw?ﬁ “feeeEs]

qr A Beate Amer InE FoafEe
mﬁmwmwrﬁyﬁﬁ
wAifs ws Fara g SEvEh el
a4 T wyfeide wdiifes e qsims )|
oreifls T iBa Sesmam, tapfos Tma,
AT G, (85 (b, A5
TR, @mEies «7e  fefgem
erfesfady P fRfemns o

9% e wERifere (FAE MEiEe w9
WYE 7Y, G A TSl | T2 FETNE
aﬂmﬂ%ﬁmmlme
il (GafEE, BT
TETAGE, %ﬁsmﬁmﬁrﬁm Grafame

a@ﬁwmmwﬁ

2, cend WA ol Wy o

ayffm, T TEEE o — e e
T TS (STETS @ HEE WE Eahd
wifewt e e wRe 2GR FET 16

uqﬁmmﬂmﬁmﬁﬂm

FAAD WA F1, Tne SEEfes W

el wEE Ao Ffee wae zm
HUFIER FE 40 4T WA W AE
B B e o e
T (e wEE SR om afeen
ATES @Y @S Y| NewtEE e
A Bl SRl Seeare ciy efirse
GEE T Al (A waE A qeErs
wsiz WS oetea o 4FS TS SR |

:mwm:me

WACEEE g R
Teraafh wy wfgamm 7y, TS 2%
ﬁaﬁﬁmwmﬁsﬁ{m
i i A
W (| THATAE & -
T3 fAmresE geE, @ 99 2
weferer FEe S= 4y Wi e wihEtre
A PGS |

g R Ffiessd a1 a6
fra =A<, Ats <5 aaaEr 9
e AEeE S (eq SEEE fEE
wHArE Wit | af 9y TS amrEe T,
wEAhE 9dRifes Tms AeeEs T
Flacl, @3 FRIAe SALSE (Ao SeRnH 9
T ums ey awynd SR AR |
GPL AH SRS IS T97 A
il 97 Al 2, (3 & ailies anfEe
S aws @ fom AamEe efEn
RS T FAE ARG WA S |

| Ao T TR (1] HEE Sa0S TA

ECHPEE = FiY A whea- =it
fafen e =/ =@ TR @fm =
FAFR GE 0T A SR
(I0S 28 | T8 7, 99 @3 ¥ —aiend
weien =71 ffen dome e wfem g
TREAAE T SegeR (REl SAlem
QYA IFH 9% GIEEi AM@l, AGGEF,
(SRR ﬁwwmmﬁmam

AFAAE T a: A A S

wmmqnmr

| A @ EaE | mmﬂ’mﬂma
wE wwEE e EnEm e,
IR Sea (a1 @38 wdm fEfEne
7741 Sl FREnetet vy <l Bhs)

SfaTes AAEE T BIAs @ W @
haw gfawra
ATEHACTE AT FALHE 45 AM%EST Ta|
e = we sifqafes wom) fﬁﬂ
s, aafes gz wihrem wErd
WIE 98 TE WE BIoE SR Wi And)
ofFFee =a T U (@ Y o
EE TR ST AEEE, FEE 358 T
LS| (AR TG SLS ¥ W gyfein @ Fhaw
ofeat s wwem a1 7=
Relereifen o (TeIITeTa T0O) (RISls 7 F4|
tefare aie ffamm e afs e
Q¥ (e A afis s @i
WELAR HLAH Wt e Fda e, e
SRS A BICELER 0% B | WA 7
ey Tfhe Frnae @ oiis w0
i @M aw Rivs 3= @2 FEEem
e FE 8, 990 @ @ FE e
267 e IRFAALTE TG Foam-74 |

FRAE AT =AEE WA 5
297 A% awged | o arenarE T
ol ome owend We aW «Sh
SSAHAFISI 50T (oW, TN G HB
AR N | T TS A SIS -4 T
(STE] SiTE, (M Sarl A ke
AT N wide Wrw e W, 99t
R E R E T - , e
WOW TaT  SHTER Elsic
sl za =4

ST 4% 2 FEACTE G 5
mmwﬁwmi e o2 we
fatn eRETen fire @5 72 oAl IR, 9
fda s wwE WesE gE (UE FH
Form1 s =ifd o erm o= aEEE
AT HeUTE AEAG (U @A
WO AIEAers oL@ Fars WA | T,
sl feee (afe awamEe e 9
(53 (T, TN WY % ST SEE 1, 9
AR TS, T 998 eyETs THEel |

@ © e gEn FEadl SEgeE e
T, (0T T WigErs 31, wd Ay

Eoiid]
o

* YIS (FUPT fEry

NAE NEN

mmﬂwwwmwm
wrEs wus fow 2y BAENeE TUE AwTHE (e wErfag
TS U WEE 2T 4o U Rese e guw fz Amw
(Srgfe-a18) s e gl far o TR weq AR
m«mmﬁmaﬁmwmamﬂam
pracietcii g

ﬁﬁmw awmmmm&hm
(O TETER T oo WV T 33 R L3 T 03¢
AR FEAE-TG T 3¢ D b S T2 v
T % 55, mm&ﬂmammwazmw
ffergm TR TR :

swwmmmmrmmﬁm
b AT T AT gvw efewE ETTATE o
T A W & e FETITAY o0 A aww fe wnr
Erms s UEe 41 e BIew e gl Rl
e %8 W T WE v ox Wows B ovenE

BEATHITOT T TE, W%wﬁwm%
(IS TR ATITE b *ETe, TR b W, WA S
ot SRS L4 I, SHLAE So i, Sewrg o3 e

wmmﬁmwm mmaﬁr




mm e S

(WF ENAE 4T FE AW ¢o
ferfite e @3 fFew
" R o T | e 3l
= Sl w#qr M TW 6%
et amrmﬁww«fm.
e DOUSPIITAY CHIC TG R
o 7% oF =% fafu 3w ad
SRR S A ¥
g STEa Gra wifq w0 &H 0 BT A
e ey T wE (ew W
woam 0TS SSCArT AT |
38 I BIFH o7 wiEe b
L
A AR,

sz < T | e
200 AR 9% i W f
a3y AR e fafen
g Wﬂwewf@mm

g A 4F T

A ﬁmﬁawﬁﬂwiwmw .




-

3 lers

TeAWEE CHE SEON 9o TSR
ISR =% TAE | O[ 2T AEh
T4l TS | AP A S, SRS
FEMETAT @ offee @ 5
g 7@, I e fEe TE oE G
e =reE *1E <ol ErErE 17 Rrafbs 14 |

% =1 USE e geiReEs Tam T
i o TarEd A WEEAEs
SoErE eva FSsie T HEEE | are
o, FIoP, Tiftl, SHREHRE, weawE
fefen o FrEm BifEw S @ #E |
GFE W (e e A fafrm e
T SRES TETE |

wafs mfss e SEWE Sfee F
FEAEE PG T wo <o HdEe w9
wreie AeTn o it s =3 e
o @ WA wared  FerifER
e | Swe ST, v FEER @ ERE
eEaEaeE <o R aRad @
HaTE AiTE WRMiHAeas! ABS A |
e GuEbiEe fem enTEr
(RfGena) e SIER FHE 0, (R
o cie s el aresn
fraTe M8 WE TUC THAR WG 2

IIFaDE

UEIE | 34 B 2ol |

TETE FHIE A
A A A
SAMLAS (LG oA
€6 % TA] ALLATEAS

5 'c"‘:-- T, . £ o~
il T g
(RETTE 2WIE Fh TAE

wreiee orifs Aew aieiel e | SR
o Afese TEmed wEE WAE 956
e (e STE 6 AT FE e
Trpre | fm @ S AR =
ST I O] 2Ty E00E |

e e, «® Fwe aREd =
EAwera Teoe Aol FTE € TEHFD
o ofead SEWAIge  SHETE
R AEE | T AR oS i TR
Tam el e Qe Hiw 3R
(AT AT *e 2R e A T EE -
ofgers E0% #id | 0 (e FuiE T
& Taraiee 3 S fefe e =t e |
ffbama @Emg WE, ISE HW e
-:oﬁfﬁmwm‘wsm'éﬁmm
st fom e el AL | TS
wEe @i O . TS A
Haefica FeefedReEe e 9@
i T @S S | :
g% emnEm ofsam @dk REEE T

AT A% A% AE WS W 2o

T AW AT A A (GHOE
forem e (RAama) | FRevebe
HofE “oes wfeE aEE @ o3 Ao

FalEA |

i afE Tagee o TS A
%y S ASE | A g FEfEE
Wmﬁ.mﬁu%ﬁm@q forawf
B (S FTEE o *ERH W
Aeree FHFeS FEe 5 | TEAE FESE
JEE Lo *FOR", YSAE ¢o TIRT TR
Ao AN So ST = ALASHS L
AHTE |

GEE (U FoA TIEPE g 9
AT (GEbER e _
(RfGa=a) #nas Tegerfe o, A
SIS W AR, TR P e 4E AT
NERS gAY A NGRS
el = e e Fm
o @ *E gE fm o wafe
AGIE TS M AT




&Y qlEne

GIRAR | 4G 2030

B W‘W@WW
SLERd & A9 6

u Ges (T afef

TEEFEN ABESNS SIS GEAE
BeirEe T (40 @0 TALE Twid FUEE
TFET FEG| @ T WoF 40 75
ATBEFIR BLEE4 & IS | 50 WIRaTg 4
UB1 (e 7rE 351 nfE TARE e
#esitre ot aftam  IEREEsER
OF (ST Ot Twid Sl 93| GrHe W
qeeitai A e TR
Apsiieeg (@) TravE | Uit 94T 9I6TE-
AgIS 71 T A GG (BT

fFTE PR 7@ G @Faa
AR WIS @ SRR @I B
(G FIFSE FEGAITS SR AL
Jor A @7 BT S| SF
AT BYTALS, WA Hed A @
& WIehIAE @ ATWEE WELAER
ATART| & T IS TAgEE WIE
GFHD AEEAT @OLE JINE AEES (aHl
o el w9 8 @ AR
AT MeTE (5E T | A HheUl atE
wi6e <41 78 | TEi oI eo T BEE
41 T, AT TEAREEE ABIEE S
A = |

ofpeifs @5 (AT CIEE bR B

o, WibE Tfed e 4w e
&b TG AGEEE TR AT | O
AFEPEEE. Rier o NS @1
AR G TfhT @veuR e
W | T W AT WIS i
(19T (58 bAE .

ek Tew ofis  femmRm
GIFTACER, A% THA AT51E%1a] bR [
B @ 5o, THe SaNTHW 8 E biS
Triteiae eTETeA iy SR fafes

€0 T&(F Cald

e =

CCIC IR )1 i A SO ]
SEH SN TreTE A 4 I
AT IR W qeEE
ST FCES T q I
880 (s waa wiferare | Feifia

DsIPSA | T

o (RS TR SR 4 e

ersia o= (o7E | 2T o o
T, A (1 N 2R s
AT (4T WY GOTE 0k (FH
gy A T O3 W Feens
IS (AF Spy (I 5O A G
TS AT (90T b (1 8y

9% «fgme wimg wE o wde m’nﬁ"ﬁ WY TG UM WATE| 2038-3¢
aféreE TaaT TS IS THAT ' wefaEEe (7 WU ohy (FIG
<% wwws wEw A w0 DG A] (92 e IR ww avien o
TS T A OE TR ; m foma e TwEE PR (R W0
% R TS e 15 ATE (RN (DEDIRA . rofa s w0 b =1 o
forfore 39 S0wME 9 WY RG] L zefa o Do ceTe S
T (o, STE! € STAETENS el ST T T A0 AN AUTE S

geT @qe FheE FEE W

FaTf (IUETR #15 & WS 7 ¥ (TN GHHIET
ofrerye ) ReER arfdem wiACICEs, HUR wRT T
s &5 o1, am crTeE R W Tl
gD TS AE |

genfer Bagm oA (2FA) 3T 3t wEE 0O
T4y e AR DS ¢ U, e o
BRI (3% A So M| IR (PTR) wiew M
803 (F115 ToEE FUIW W WrHER | O 3 0

Fuifg SfEar o IEEs o e T q eI

| T T=2F (§ LR §48 (F5 TEEE o0
T Tles | w0 (e AW W T B
& Tofa (AT ATS (% WO (D (A

W @ ACE P I8
FATE| (X WA BINE € SHATHS AN (WF o
@1 Ho wid TR WW QTR TS T 7 WA
B AT (AT AME S} (FH TANFE o0 FEN
et w39 AarE 2 Yo Tt FiEAN
TR E (N W O TR & (D 4) 7N T
9T IEEE GFE TAE @ AT (U O (F6 by A
SonET T o AT o O @ s gei
FOATE 2 TSI

T 6 © *BEE %o Wne @ T FEA
PR TS T 4 A4S (4F 5 (O Sy 7
wCEE eiH W ATTE | &5 M #IT O (AR
T ¢ (5 T

e

. (oW bW )

e Ml o B s B o e e
AT | oF TR (GeAned @fEE ofve
AW ABE @ e g
ﬂmﬁmmmmswm
ST, *IGRTEE AR 67R MRS @
T Ffew s A AR
TR ST @ fEHT wmE w8
AT e Rfen S & s
%2 WHTE F140E TUIE (ILIE FEE|

g ighaned § 75 < g
R, TElR gerShiE IR @
#ryTEaTE FEWel (767l TE| WhHE ARd
TG BIEE TN 6 T @os REE
WIS qAE (e I | TF1 1T @ TIE
Al6i, WAy WA & FIEE FHEDe
T WA O Seaaie 6 Rrew
TS (e T |

g fey ST 4R TRAE FEE
(6P Gl FEFA T IEW, @I
My §0F @ = T A | gEee
| aifE @ wibe afEme AF0E e oees
=4 708 | HE I A

oG TEEF (% AT 48 N (4TF b (WG 8¢ T TG AT IE
Trafen | e T3 TEEE SAATY 4T ANS SRR UEE P b R
3 WIS CaT (BEGTReT +1° qWR 8 Ve (RPLE | (% LT 4 O (AT
p (@ a3 (I TAER <ol TR &5 | S JEEN G T £ A
TutE " 5 b (@5 8o AN TR | & W (% W A AT
s (7 2 (S 4% o oA, feie o S e gt = 2 @
O T TR S 0L | AT DA J03¢-2b T e
53 TS (TE-C) (X 8 TG Obro (PG S 7 TACE,
mwmmwwm%ﬂaw:wmmﬂ
ST 8o (I TGS < Ty i) ool udRuEs 2w ot
e T 844 (D GATEE N 391 W TR o W 20
e | G (U0 WG 4% oS AT 0 TR FAE

b{ |




Closed Shyampur Sugar Mills
costs Tk 3cr annually

ONCE a vibrant industrial
hub supporting thousands
of families in mnorthern
Bangladesh, Shyampur
Sugar Mills in Rangpur now
stands largely silent, its ma-
chinery rusting away while
the government continues to
spend nearly Tk 24 lakh eve-
ry month despite production
remaining suspended since
2020.

‘The state-owned mill,
one of the oldest heavy in-
dustries in the region, was
shut down during the 2020-
21 crushing season follow-
ing years of mounting losses
and declining sugarcane
production.

Although - the~—interim
government announced
plans to revive closed sugar
mills and lifted the suspen-
sion order in late 2024, local
residents, workers and farm-
ers say liitle visible progress
has been made on restarting
operations.

Now uncertainty contin-
ues to loom over thousands
of sugarcane growers, work-
ers and businesses that once
depended on the mill for
their livelihoods.

Bangladesh Sugar and
Food Industries Corporation
(BSFIC), a taskforce formed
by the interim government,
recommended  reopening
several closed mills includ-
ing Shyampur Sugar Mills
in Rangpur and Setabgani
Sugar Mill in Dinajpur.

Based on the taskforce
recommendations, BSFIC
withdrew the suspension or-
der on December 15, 2024,
and proposed phased gov-
ernment financial assistance
over three years to resume
sugarcane crushing from the
2027-28 season.

However, the revival plan
hit a major hurdle when the
Finance Division declined a
proposal seeking Tk 51.70

crore for Shyampur Sugar

R k. el

Afile photo shows Shyampur Sugar Mills in Rangpur.

Mills during the 2024-25
and 2025-26 fiscal years.

In a response-to-the-jn-
dustries Ministry, the Fi-
nance Division noted that

BSFIC has already received

substantial operational
loans from the government
over the past two decades
and described the corpora-
tion as a loss-making entity.
It also pointed out that the
mills had originally . been
closed to reduce the govern-
ment’s subsidy burden.

Despite - the suspension
of production, the mill still
employs 63 personnel, in-
cluding permanent and tem-
porary staff responsible for
administration, security and
maintenance.

Mill assistant manager
(store) Debashish Singha
Roy said approximately Tk
24 lakh is spent every month
on salaries and allowances.

Although  monthly ex-
penditure is around Tk 24
lakh the mill earns only
about Tk 6-7 lakh annually
by leasing out some of its
land. We still need man-
power 1o protect and main-
tain the land, machinery,
residential quarters and ad-
ministrative buildings. Oth-
erwise, whatever remains
of the mill's assets may not
survive, he said.

Workers said the closure
has transformed what was

complex into a deserted fa-
cility.

‘Shyampur Sugar Mill
was the economic heartbeat
of this area. Thousands of
families depended on it
said Abu Sufian, former gen-
eral secretary of the Sugar
Mill Employees’ Union.

‘After the closure, many
temporary workers lost their
jobs, When the interim gov-
ernment announced - plans
to restart the mill, people be-
came hopeful. But nearly a
year and a half later, no visi-
ble initiative has been taken.
This is increasing frustration
among workers and employ-
ees, he added.

He urged the government
to allocate funds in the up-
coming budget for modern-
ising and reopening the mill.

Established in 1964 at
Shyampur Bazar in Badar-
ganj upazila, the mill formal-
ly began operations in 1967
on 111.45 acres of land.

Designed to crush 1,016
tonnes of sugarcane daily,
it had an annual production
capacity of 10,161 tonnes of
Sugar.

Ki For decades, it played
a key role in the agricultural
economy of Rangpur and

59 |

— UNB photo

surrounding districts.
Although profitable dur-

~ppece—a  busting induscteiel—ingits-early.

started incurring losses after
2000.

Rising bank liabilities, in-
terest payments, employee
provident fund obligations
and operational inefficien-
cies reportedly pushed accu-
mulated losses into several
hundred crore taka.

A government committee
comprising representatives
from the industries, com-
merce, finance and agricul-
ture ministries eventually
recommended suspending
crushing operations, leading
to the mill's closure in the
2020-21 season.

Management attributed
the losses to declining sug-
arcane cultivation and out-
dated machinery.

However, workers and
farmers disputed that expla-
nation, blaming corruption,
mismanagement and ineffi-
cient staffing for the deterio-
rating financial condition.

The closure has signifi-
cantly affected local  sugar-
cane cultivation.

Fazlul Haque, a farmer
from Badarganj, said he
stopped prowing sugarcane
after the mill was shut down.

‘While the mill was oper-
ating, I cultivated sugarcane

regularly. Now I grow paddy,
wheat, maize and vegetables

instead,” he said.

According to BSFIC of
ficials, around 300 acres of
sugarcane have been cul-
tivated this year under the
Joypurhat Sugar Mill sub-
zone, The harvested cane
is being transported to Joy-
purhat for processing.

BSFIC Assistant Manager
(Extension) Zahidul Islam,
who oversees Shyampur
operations, said reopening
the mill would require sus-
tained preparation.

A sugar mill cannot be
run with sugarcane from just
one season. Even if funds
are allocated this year, it will
take at least three crushing
seasons to fully restore sugar

operations;” he
said.

Local businessman Man-
ik Mia said the closure has
weakened the area’s econo-
my.

‘Shyampur - Sugar Mill
was one of the major indus-
trial establishments in this
agricultural region. Several
thousand families were di-
rectly or indirectly connect-
ed to it. Many people are
now struggling after losing
their livelihoods,” he said.

However, the current
government has also given
assurances OVer re-opening
closed sugar mills.

Industries and commerce
minister Khandakar Abdul
Muktadir has said the cur-
rent government is defes-
mined to reopen the closed
state-owned sugar mills.

‘But in this (reopening)
praocess, decisions will be
made with utmost impos-
tance to the factors — the
interests of sugarcane farm-
ers and workers, and the
long-term profitable opers-
tion of the mills,” he said at
a view-exchange meeling
with sugarcane farmers. ar-
ranged by Panchagarh Sugar
Mills Limited in Panchagarh
recently .
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e - Man killed

@ famey 286 79w s fagrez
W e A G A, W 2 3@ E'[ b ﬁTGT
ot T g o e AP R after being
I e 20 | S T efafon oo A s
Aore o W T o T -- hit by train
SRS NI BE iR o o ey WA wes gdeam e ofeenes sy ol Rew | <
A O PACe P | oo o SRR O @E- Yo gERE S mKUShtla
WG WA AN A G 2R oS TowiE MARE AN AP AT MG TN (3¢)
R G (A AW 9 TE 2o aedl O ondwam $eeE We9d Qur Correspondent - Kushtia
AR GEIER (EEAE O (N AR (3| oA WS AO-unea I WS T
T ¢ WUl UE uNE Afew AR : A TUGER AL ICR X TR TF 9% A MAN died after a train ran
g TarE = | TANZ TR B 20 RN | W ASRA-GTIMY  over him while he was cross-
foff wme waw, WawEE AR W, ST 9 BAl W1 TS GIEE @ (¢@)  ing railway tracks at Mirpur
T o 3B 3 AW @ 3T TET AR GTE SRR Gl Aad (IR () railway station in Kushtia on
ofiamer sRew W R IS FER e Ao B RCamee | (T SRE AEE Wednesday.
: w%ﬁmmq@mwamﬁwﬁMM|m The deceased was iden-
T A TNEENR oF A SEe SbiAeE we 2REe B (98) tified as Shuvo Dewan, 28,
A afired o1e waer| AT 9% 3% W29 ZO0EA| e TGt T AR gon of Selim Dewan, a resi-
" SIR (30) WK OF (ABNLE WA AZS Taee| FAFET dent of Pakei Uttarpara vil-
TNEEE TR AU WBRER AN W WA jage at Godagari upazila of
T S (30) @ AT (Sb) | G2 frel FFTRGE I S Rajshahi.
(¢a) AN OF NBFNAIE WA WIS T ASH : AFoAH He was employed at a

TG SoPE B3R SR P T awan o A (¢d) g;u%ngﬁglm
AT LT SIEEES (T SR THAE SGeE A ccording to the police

G @ BTReTa Reard WA el (ee) A &F PR AN and family, Shuvo had trav-
fizs sored| chaAng (B : THGAR GG TIHOE  olled to Kushtia with his

e b AZFS ¢ ST A 52 A s woE| wife during the Eid holiday
: to visit his sister’s house at
Mirpur upazila.

i The accident occurred
TPE o _ shortly after he disembarked
i from a train at Mirpur rail-——— 1.

hYe) Q -way station.
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kills 2 worke

Sanguiila-Cax’sﬂazar

TWO construction work-
ars were killed and another
was injured after being bur-
ied under a landslide dur-
ing the construction of a
bridge at Dariyanagar area
of Cox’s Bazar Thursday af-
ternoon.

The accident occurred at
around 1:00pm while the
workers were engaged in
construction activities near
a hillside of the area.

The deceased are Mo-
hammad Ilias, son of Jafar

and Mohammad -
Rakib, son of Nasir Ahmed.
‘Both were residents of Ban-
shkhali Upazila of Chatto-
gram. The injured worker
Mchammad Shahjahan is
also from the same area.

According to local
sources, Syed Muhammad

Morshed Hossain, deputy

assistant director of the
Cox's Bazar Fire Service
and Civil Defence Station,
said that a contractor firm
Lucky Enterprise was con-
structing a bridge over a
channel used for the flow
of hill water on the access
road to Victoria University
al Dariyanagar.

He said soil had been
excavated from the side of
a hill as part of the con-
struction work. During
the operation, a section
of the hillside suddenly
collapsed, trapping three
workers beneath the debris.
Fellow workers rescued and
rushed them to Cox’s Bazar
Sadar Hospital. Fire service
personnel later arrived at

andslide

the scene,

Abdur Rahim Majum-
dar, a representative of the
contractor firm, said the
workers had been following
safety procedures when the
incident occurred. He add-
ed that all the victims had
been working on the project
for nearly a month.

Subaktagin Mohammad
Sohel, resident medical of-
ficer of Cox's Bazar Sadar
Hospital, said three work-
ers were brought to the hos-
pital in critical condition.
Two of them had died be-
fore reaching the hospital.

Inspector for investiga-
tion Hemel Roy of Cox’s
Bazar model police station
said the bodies had been
kept at the hospital morgue
for autopsy and legal proce-
dures were underway.
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@ﬁ;ﬁgﬁmg Cox's Bazar, Madaripur
fory o 27 roa,;laccldents. kill three

3 Atotal of three people were killed in separate  passengers.

w wﬁ;ﬁﬁwﬁ road accidents in Cox's Bazar and Madaripur ocal residents
EEe— iy districts on Monday, reports BSS.

ﬂﬁfﬁw mqtmﬁﬂﬁ' In Cox's Bazar, two people were killed and

Bemme TR Fe s fourothers were injured in a collision between

(a1, e TAEICEE 99T EFE @ CNG-runauto-rickshaw and a bus in Pekua .

Faw ACE w0 e vmEAE upazila of the district on Monday morning.

fwert zw EFmT $99 fE®ET The accident occurred In Madaripur, a man was killed and four

amw @ 9T W51 TP S around 8:00 am on the Anwara-Banshkhali- othersweru-iruured in a head-on collision

m BT AE, FECT  Chakaria (ABC) regional highway near Toitong

: Bazar,

The deceased were identified as Hasan Ali, 65,

sl dmmml mze @ Son of Abdur Rashid of the Choykuritikkaarea  Khan, 55,2 mini-truck driverand 3resident of
| SIERT wg‘;’ﬁm an;f-' under Dhemushia union in Matamuhuri Kulpoddl villageun under Jhaudi union of the

e Twm e fewen Teree  upazila of Cox's Bazar district, and Afzal upazila,

TEeTETE (AW % Feaige  Sarkar, 45, son of Tota Bepari of Chauhali The accident occurred around 5:30 am in front

fofEeTa o TE O FE | upazila in Sirajganj district.’ of Pantapara Filling Station when a mini-

forge W (I Bed fEEHET The injured were Mohammad Siraj, 42, and truck collided head-on with another truck,
ats 7o P ST 0 (9™ Mohammad Shahed, 22, both residentsofthe  leaving the mini-truck driver, Naim, dead on
e S ST Harinafari area in Pekua municipality, Pakhi the spot and four athers injured.

: Begum, 55, wife of the deceased Hasan Ali, The injured were taken to Madaripur Zila
?ﬁwm %ﬂﬁ;@ d’;:; and their son Mohammad Ramim, 10. Hospital for treatment.
w72 3w fw 707 i@ s According to eyewitnesses, the Chattogram-  Additional Superintendent of Police
g wifes Tom B stgrg bound auto-rickshaw reached the Toitong (Madaripur Sadar Circle) Faria Rafique Bhabna
os @ FurEwAl %P Srarew Bazar areawhen it collided head-on witha confirmed the incident and said legal
fewen Boween @AEE 75T bus, The impact left the auto-rickshaw procedures regarding the accident are

e T, FMET FHWE AW severely mangled and critically injured allits . underway.
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in Tangail

A FARMER died after being
electrocuted while cutting
grass in the Chanderhat
area of Nayakachua vil-
lage Sakhipur in Tangail on
Monday. The deceased was
Goni Mia, 55, a resident of
Chanderhat. According to

contact with a live electric-
wire lying on the ground
while cutting grass around
3:00pm, leaving him eriti-
cally injured. Local peo-
ple rescued the farmer

upazila health complex,
where the attending phy-
sician declared him dead.
Officer-in-charge Helal Ud-
din of Sakhipur police sta-
tion said that the body was
handed over to the family
after the completion of legal
formalities. — BSS

2 workers die
after entering
septic tank

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Two workers died after
entering a septic tank at
an pnder—onnm}u:ﬁm

the tank in an auempt ©
rescue him. He also became

ped inside. Locals later
broke open part of the tank
and recovered their bodies. .

Farmer electrocuted

police, Goni Mia came in

and took him to Sakhipur mfeng
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Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Mymensingh

TWO construction work-
ers were killed after falling
from an under-construction
multi-storey building in
Mymensingh city Thursday
afternoon.

The accident occurred at
around 5:00pm in the Col-
lege Road area of the city.

One of the deceased is
Masud Rana, 30, a resi-
dent of Chapainawahganj
district. Police are trying to
ascertain the identity of the
other victim.

Police and local sources
said the workers had been
living in Mymensingh in
connection with construc-
tion work.

According to witnesses,
several workers were en-
gaged in installing a lift
at an under-construction
high-rise building on Col-
lege Road when the two
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Two workers
killed in M’singh
building fall

o | AR s @A FI

waorkers fell from the eighth
floor.

Thev sustained critical
injuries in the fall. Locals
rescued and rushed them
to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital, where on-
duty physicians declared
them dead.

Owner of the under-
construction building Belal
said all necessary materi-
als for the construction
work had been supplied
to the contractor, who had
brought the workers to the
site. ‘1 had no negligence in
this matter.'

Officer-in-charge of Kot-
wali model police station
Mohammad Shibirul Islam
said police visited the scene
after receiving information
about the incident.

‘The bodies have beenl
kept at the hospital morgue|
and legal procedures in con-
nection with the incident
are underway, he added.
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rescues four
fishermen at
Kutubdia

Staff Correspondent

THE Bangladesh Coast
Guard rescued four fisher-

men after their fishing boat,
which had been floating in

gssary assistance.
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after falling
from city
building

Aworker died after falling
from an under-construction
building in the Kalabagan
area of the capital on Friday
morning, reports UNB,

The deceased was identified
as Md Yasin, 38, sonof .
Habibur Rahman of
Changirgaon village in
Ramganj upazila of
Lakshmipur district.
According to police and
witnesses, Yasin was

. working on the fifth floor of
- an under-construction

building in the Bhuter Goli
under Kalabagan Police
Station around 9:30am
when he accidentally fell
and sustained critical
injuries.

His co-workers rushed him
to the emergency
department of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) around 10:15am.
He later succumbed to his
injuries while undergoing
treatment around 11:40am.
In-charge of the DMCH
police camp Md Faruk said
the body has been keptat
the hospital morgue for an
autopsy.
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Worker dies fa]]mg
from building in city

United News of Bangladesh -
Dhaka

A WORKER died after fall-
ing from an under-con-
struction building in the
Kalabagan area of Dhaka
Friday morning.

The deceased is Md
Yasin, 38, son of Hahibur
Rahman of Changirgaon
village in Ramganj upazila
of Lakshmipur. ;

According to police
and witnesses, Yasin was
working on the fifth floor
of an under-construction
building in the Bhuter Goli
under Kalabagan police

station at around 9:30am
when he accidentally fell
and sustained critical in-
juries.

His co-workers rushed
him to the emergency de-
partment of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital at around
10:15am.

He later died from his
injuries while undergo-
ing treatment al around
11:40am.

In-charge of the
DMCH  police camp
Md Faruk said the body
has been kept at the
hospital morgue for an
autopsy.

wﬂﬁﬁm 20 G 203

ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ
v A S 9ize

WoE SRENY (SrefE
TeiEd a‘I%?:W-r s FgEl
(‘41!11"['1!)
Eir e s L K L
B oS TR TR
T FRrEEr AEME 9 v
=fis =EE TEER | aEA
WEE T Smee HeaE
mmmmﬂqmw
g7 effeans T= A g
fifson « =fevarT wfwe
TS WEE SAad SE
ResTe o WA G0 OF
TS A T e
CHTEITS T

=\ TETp 2800

G b O g L3
%ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁmm
mmﬂﬂm
w@wmmwﬁw
fie wrdoaTe oEoEE A
e TS e A | TESE
wfeeet 6 fanem AT
ﬁﬁvmmﬁwwm
o5 s T G- T
Y EE | AT TR
o IF TAEGT A W 6N
i B ilar (ARICS
| PR (O T We A
= e
Wan-ﬁrﬂﬁﬁW
e =@ 4oF 0w
g (urS AEry WA T BoH
FEEE |

e

(A, T 25, e B

oot & S e T, AGS | - =

FEEER g (e afeEe
T o Ok RrwiEe = aS
Fihe & Tl m afiEsn
% § UES | rAEss o
carran ifEm (k¢), @

W

Qb' (22), T

|M‘Fﬁ
Tew = F«zﬁ TReTETE
SITET AT | S T SRS
HAY ARG W | SR T
GETT T (G WS
ERYETE Bl (AeTl THE |

mmmﬂwm
WWWM
A N e e S
@™ (85)

= | G Tt TeTEEE
e SN | BE0 (GRRAG A
Sy o e e STates |
2 aré efeffE, el

533




FACHCG TGO

E eI e n

-
™

e 3rét afefify m =&

AFeE WTRAR  AER wEe o
SEerR oy ool e @ T fiemEfae
FEYRT SR ST ol TR |
seem I0H (0% MRbE (T IR
e e we) e ) AT
€% oAby Wiew w0 | BEH

foq® TFDE e werEeE e A
AW IG HIAE GO € YT FAFS
(73 T SIET (X |

FRA A @ wE I, @ B o
D e #eE FE@m ASTE AR A
SR TEE WEw o Gfen ferew
crs FifFma (Bem Wi o, EE
e (Resanaw) gy fom TR0
G T | M 1 23

Fdrore &1 =

o SIS T, e wewe s
wwe oy FdEe ¥4 WA O B
SRR 2T 3 @D TR Wom T I
WY AT | LG A TS T
4T TA1 ENE |

5H TR e ¢ Gifes foew e

14

ST&=[Ca BRI [eTefEe
FEAAAT (T AAPID

TR, A AGAE “goAE TEE AerE
FAE TS Yo e wed e
AT |

o | T SIEEEEed
fENR Wea's w4 WA T | T @ oA
(R TOTETSA NoAT B |

T 2R e, SR 9w
TG €51 @ 4ATE YA FRAA| A
Trals oW wE AE |
«“FEnas wiewd oaE GEeH SWew
o T T WARE FAm TR A

g |

Tmw, 2wy AR e @R
ofstn wurE TEE RUEm aTe
FATITFEIR THO E0 438 TES do T
wEE T | (i wifEE 9haE so 9ud A
WRTE CE SEUEE e waE
TR WO T A FaeERee! (e

e |

mmﬁ,v@mejﬁﬁ
@ WAy @ GEE PE-RYEE FHEN
W 9% o0d WFS wree e arEaw
w1Ef ey T TS A, IO SRETS

fifm m wfEE o, i s

N e ey
mAHE AR amRS amds ERE

“@E@L@H‘fﬂﬁﬁfﬂimﬁl o
GTER | 5¢ G 3034

(eI (e (08 B A
fRfoq B 7T FEbAR @20 9

DHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 21, 2026
ASHAR 7,1433 BS
Whe Bally Star

Two killed, four

L] ’ -

hurt in N'ganj oo Ao s e
& SR W% aff  on
3 cfeEere B S0s A | :
road accidents B s B e K
: fftey =0 wes @EWEASI 9 BISI CTGaIECe
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj oryl oA (GE AeS ThAw o & 9% 2o e |

R ———— e S e P BRR .
Two people were killed and four othersinjuredintwo  zfrawe 3 @E-  AEENE ST SGAlG g,

road accidents in Narayanganj in the last two days.
A van driver, Dulal Mia.SS.waskﬂleda&q

being run over by a truck on the Narayanganj- AERE G 6 whim s )
Munshiganj road in the Char Syedpur area of  ZfeaEs «ma Mg (MRl WA s ore @
Sadar upazila around 10:00am yesterday. sTENEE O ABAE A5EA  GoieEw | FRew : (eoTR
The truck driver fled after the accident, said ~ O723 Z0WEH | % (908 ey T BAAES T
Sadar Model Police Station Officer-in-Charge (SIS “f30as 7 o e aroTle FEAE
Sajedur Rahman. SBam : AeEE BUCEET  (¢0) AN 9% wd FEe
Earlier on Friday, Humaiya, 6, was killed when FEEYNAS GIE I TEA| 9 G5, WES g
2 ONG-run auto-rickshaw overturned after being ~ 1¥5_(33) AN 4% YUY T2 T IS
hit by a private car on the Dhaka Narayanganj link TP T I DRSO | A T A
road in the Jalkuri area. SRS SefeAe o mﬁ_\;
The child’s parents, her three-year-old brother Al &mﬁ 1 12;?% g 2 E!Ewliﬁﬁ [ :
and the auto-rickshaw driver were also injured afen 63 AR AGE  oNGS BOAHT A A

and are undergoing treatment at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

Additional Superintendent of Police Md
Shamim Hossain said two people who were inside
the car were detained as locals caught them and
handed them over to law enforcers. A weapon was
also recovered from the vehicle,

“We are investigating the incident,” he said.
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Staff Correspondent

AT least three people
were killed and two oth-
ers injured in separate
road accidents in Feni
and Gopalganj districts on
Wednesday. .

United News of Bang-
ladesh reported that two
people were killed and two
others injured after a pick-
up crashed into a roadside
tree in the Mohammad Ali
Bazar area .of Feni Sadar
upazila.

The deceased are Mir
Hossain, 45, of Madhyom
Kachar area under Dhar-
mapur union in the upazi-
la, and Ahsanul Haque, 15,
son of Siddiqur Rahman,
_pickup driver, of Sikderkhil
village in Fatikchhari upa-
zila of Chattogram district.

Witnesses said the pick-
up was heading towards
Chattogram when  the
driver — Siddiqur Rahman
- lost control due to exces-
sive speed, causing it to hit
two pedestrians, including
Mir Hossain, before crash-
ing into a tree beside the

highway.
The accident left four
people, including the

father-son, injured. They
were taken to Feni 250-bed
General Hospital, where
doctors declared Mir Hos-

Tuge (ob) wEE 95

g%gamﬁFeﬁ,
Gopalganj road
accidents
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sain and Ahsanul Haque  syoaier soevar sreme  JRIZH GTHIS
dead on arrival. (T BHlEE UG 9
One of the injured was w51 5! ;
receiving treatment at the  sFaw=a @rzrse Teaas jle A
hospital, while driver Sid- «=rem wemwE wews 12 a0 Joamf
diqur’ Rahman was given s fiss 7 @rereeral %25 &S (20)|
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bodies were sent to hospi-
tal morgue for autopsy and
the pickup was seized.

Bangladesh  Sangbad
Sangstha reported that a
man was killed in a road
accident in Pona Bus Stand
area under Kashiani upa-
zila of Gopalganj in the
morning.

The deceased is Shahid
Madbor, 32, son of Rustam
Madbor from Uttar Kandi
village in Nagarkanda upa-
zila of Faridpur district.

The accident occurred
at around 5.30am on the
Dhaka-Khulna  highway
when a speeding uniden-
tified vehicle hit a locally
made vehicle, leaving its
passenger Shahid Madbor
died on the spot.

Vatiajhora Highway po-
lice station OC Rokunuzza-
man confirmed the matter.

Highway police recov-
ered the body and complet-
ed legal procedures before
handing it over to the family,
the police officer added.

tion Asadul Islem said the — _ e

SRIEIBIEA] 3. 389 203y, 3¢

Hidien oIt T g S e e
OTRE ARSI (AT X BT ol WA BTAT Tea AL G e

W GAE (AT St smefce | @ e fee
A5 oG (5 T | 68 B AR
Tofrwe &t S s S

v qRI. -
m Mweﬁi&:qw-aﬁe
’ "'\ES'TEE Eﬁ |

y

Gaider

i - g
= .

SreTe MHTA HEE ¢ THAY (Wew) eI B SETHIE
7 5V SLEET, XNGT-*HH! Yrewl § B TouT whe | pRED
mm)mmmammw
TroEw FE JITS BIETEE YT (LG TS WYT WA |
HEE S AT T Y W LI |
sfofe TR FOA HITRIR (TSI e pETe! A
(RTGE NeEe @ SIS A0S DIGA SIS TG 4% Corit W |
et g € Sweld (es) e @ T (TE, MR
TR TS & A BT HR AP W o v g
ST & T WANSid W I3 e | g oo
sl T RS @ e, B e e et
41T 3 UEEG | 9% WAy FeIeE Hu Wiy A GeyE 5
TEETER % (U0F T fom il EE e wifFe o e
i (e =7 |
ST AT FEaS ST oi1 Qe eI S e A T
seeeten ojLE AIATR Tt Sl S (P © PR mfengs
mm%ﬁwmmﬂwmm1
@ 7wy o e & SiETEn TEEE AT T 93
HewE TifREy e Befye fewm

-

=y




WE@W

bb W 2899, o T {o-‘i\‘:

wﬂmw

s THEE WO G o6 e
oG TR I T T WA
AT oo e eFeT J1TS SR |
s g 99 AR RS NI Thwew
frwRTE Toma A 739 % e
Framedt SN S ¢ EEt Wt
ey e |
m@emm(ﬁﬁﬁ)
S @ FECEE AHEYEE (98
ﬁﬁuﬁ) faefora wifigeyl e

Sratea 8) TE (%9 PR @ 99 9%
frrifitre Bas-+om «ee g [Ref
e o el Rty Wt wefEs
G IR @ 2 vy o @0
(e BRI D | TS TR WIES &
1y At o = =E (go) |

WS M ST AEHE TereE

' e e B @, 29
frr = | RrwReE o7 398 @FE
 FHAE FE TS THE WG GF S

ST TS B @ IO W | Wi -

ﬁm&ﬂ’ qﬂ QGQ'...
U w
PRl R o | (e —— mm

L CEASIRIEIRIED s o P O b= GIIe
e, S TS ame s AT G IS I
3, _ | 77 (5%
lwaﬁwmﬁmm TGTT T eI magm“ 1 8 &
= 5 & I EEEA : € T
o b S ol i il ey
SR Sl SR qorgy  afeffie s Frondia sag SraE P WS

mﬁmwmﬁﬂ TN B3] A ZEE) SR AT
g Y WA A gy g 3w Torwy @
e RENY R IR gon B W m_ﬂaq‘gw?
ﬁwmmaﬂwwﬁm

5| WA (T, (RT3

mﬁmCWﬁﬁWuw o,
amﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁﬁim dyeryl  gmem FIE
fee | @ 79 TR IBIE W gy e Erends e
@ TS T A WE OWR gt Rend bnaes o e
m|m@ammwmmmu=n"wm
o Toremt WY TN T g TR W W
(o7 FEGTE BT OUF TS e wppen wREW TEE T
A FE 3 TR ey slgw  (aferem w0TE

mﬂ'ﬁw

el ST SR oW e

E@Wmﬁmm

e E.wi 5% “i7g Rirta

qo -iee Tftce wibmm erEe
T BT TRl I TowE
Y TR A A T
oo s IS (997 )
wifegm - WWE 9Ty
e Brm I@ens 4 WgR
Ciia A mm

e TEETEE A EHOUE 4

mqmwﬁt‘mﬁmm

b v b B0 S
m-—muﬁq@:ﬁ&mmmaw

9% oF T @ My AT

Q¥ o o W s e ure

Q_‘b%'&o%
EIGENIEIA)
G SI0T 2T
9% T TS

B T (e et 3
mﬁmdﬁmmwmm

ﬂwmlw

ma%’m i %ﬁm

(2T (arS T @@ B WfE
TR §F T T TR

FoUS | Q9 FEY AW WS
wArEaz oW g9 H)

CTPPE TEATS W (T
A 9F THE TP TR
gEEATE AT
e @ wan Wb B 6%
mmw'ﬂﬁaﬁh

sInEAF ANE

TR | 90 G 20301

%m} ﬂ'—‘l"‘[‘ﬂ@‘! ‘ﬁvg mm o

wifeEg e m E'fl
mﬂﬂ?mﬁ‘ﬁﬁl
v s Frgbe T
s Afeia wEm oo

TIeE T WO GO AR s

ST @Y SR WY B R
% TH FHE AT TGS A
TEHTE W SHS W A L
3 TR e oo fReeTa
SRR O (I S TS
o e m-4 ﬂm"rﬁw
efmem FpuEe e "-'TE
wger afE mm'wﬂ‘l

e SAE

LRSI (1 wm
Tuesday 30 Junc 202%

BIFOI9TT 2 cole
el
. WIERRE

534 @EEFTAFATS asEeS
waE T G 5 HE o
1T TATFT (17, ST (35) Tew
G CRIGANECE STarE; |

: SR 33 WHTF Y890

Dhaka : Friday 26 June 2026

Feite T-Fear-

BfoTET *TEEied viE-FEt
TReE  Gre,  fAewmie e
FrasteriEe =woiEsE fah
Heaed (91, FIEAE e (93) T
PregeEe Fzs amE | 9
WhAT WEE HEW WZe AT |
oS 5 HEH
Boremm e 9 eaem @
H¥foa1 9B |
T car. =8 o sfHeAt
(BEE (A 4E STeasd
aFrERE 7T I s e
e Zben 4 S5
=T IG G T,
stafrxﬁtaﬁ 18] Prewicad
=g, TS

mﬁaaﬁma’mﬁwl
& Y G5 @ FEe
TG T | FHuAT ﬁiﬂl‘lﬁ B4
HAE W GAE-gELE YW JEn
g pEE WhArEEE (HEe %6
e WE Acss G
femra aff wEerE A g
BT 4TS T |

g, wdbaaatTe O
] Te ;@ GO
FEemw «lE (FWETE T
TR |
qEEAGE I
AT |

ST

1§ q‘fﬁ’-ﬁ%’"ﬁe*‘

A




ﬁ'@amwgmﬁﬂwﬁ%ﬂ brct 8
-ﬁwmmmﬂﬁum G
W BRI

I (3¢) | BT wE 4% R @TW
. T FHees fAn
Nﬁwm ~fRree 77 ~fafws

= S Eﬂsﬂﬂ’m“ﬁ o~ ’E&'
TR -mﬂi"‘."m‘-“ o5 w2 3 #RS P W TR v "'ﬁﬁiﬂ%’ ﬁ@‘ﬂﬁ
m‘*"' — T e m:l;ﬁﬂ'%:%ﬁmﬁmﬂ1m
s L S L ki gl Ay
mw Torwez 1S FRTTE] TR (T TR () & (TR
awete wiee e e T A (v
1&#”%%

wﬁww aﬁmmmﬁﬁ
TEHERT foEy Te T

W5 weinetw Tiew ¢mE ofF Tew
g e e, e 3w Afesy e

I 3 B 3030
28 T s800

i
G &Y (o
0 ofiT

Fiiim (EmeE) AR
AT TR TR AT
TEEE INOET HEFRE
qTH (ve) Ay 4% ufEE

Ze | oA IS Seew
e o e
TEICE ORISR @R
Sob A8 A e I @
w5 W wiEETE FAFe
oF A TR WY e T
TEE 4R wEEeE iR
fedemg anws ¥o wfw weew
=07 | +fiRE WEE, ST 5
AT Hoarm B ATeRE o
ot ams @ &1 cmm wow
i &F W3R | R TEE
FARSIH (RS MU T
NS (9 SRR 4|
FerE AfRlE G s
o1, TR g o, e
HET Y R, 5OEE IT 86
(407 30bE W Trerfes wiweme
BRI W

Y

.)m

Wﬂiﬁm mwﬁn
: ﬁwﬁﬁmrﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ% o
s AFIA GG O O Wb |

<A SR T (&) = wm
TR, FEreg AfERTEE % (4 S T
@ fafs sfer ansm I |« w5y
HETS Sl Do AECE |




sz

s oo
FiewE Rdres

eiesic Y q%'ao-‘w :
S CETH 3809

b 47 € A B

T (5%

(T8 28 (5P XY < € 7 TRTEY 90A1 T
2% (3 TFEE (U7 (FEEIE oHE OFE V5N W05
fes & o Teer WO PR 93T efFEnEe
foqem, wiveme w-wae foaew, wWmsTee
5% s =mewy s, TOE S FEEHTY 99,
@gTArs wEw, BiEm -
Fograres WAl wo9, FUEmE
WS ReNEE & UEEET

e mmﬁﬁammﬂ%m

A (W ST AHAEd (TS W SR e
Afert| sfearg w=TT akEE e THfew s
*|fepe FeAE A (9T e TETE w5 w
fresat @ @R (e, v A gl e o
FemE wRe, cfe fwle wh aEen Tew
=eiEs Siorg T ¢S ond | W Wnoe 7
(4T (3 (AW, AT S5F (90 e Iy @A
SHRELES (559 (9T TEifa0e 7 5% = o)
CAFTET 41 <o Siee, aFemns Tie 39
[EWTIRR T W | dYW RRSTEN e

(0¥ B3 =)
firs1 @ ArE 9% T w9 gme)
warE et Thee (Ul (@ TWE IS T
g o T o T e
AN ; IS T SR WESTE SRSy Ao
IS SRS o (40F SaEaTE 954 9 AT 4
P TS A S A W | Ao ey
BT 99 (A0 e (TR A BT a1 EEE
S Borees oo wfgere avs 9w R o
R (587) ; (TS e 9TS 94 B
S ST TR FTeTE weR amvEl m
G & (GRTRE @0W % 7R fee Ins
(G W 6 (@IS YAE 941 56 Wh | e
T (ol e A6 W18 AR TS CIETeE (=T
7 @R UeE e e d IR
AT (A
BmiEs < FFES Sl e A W o
IR BERE wiarE A RSt T W&
(< TR e e @ el TER e T
s s 2 W ow &= o cmse
T W TR FE S Sete e AR 2
o = e e it G B e e e =
w.wwﬁmwwm;

: e wEeE S
wrEiERT A A DT 8 AR §hm
IR T Bl s e T 3 e e
(T S & S0 TETAE TR (e 2 A
Eam %9 o
FHIET ¢ WIYTEN ; STIREn EemE W (R
R I A g fam k]
TeE T TR @999 WO SNYE e
WMWc@Wm@mwmﬁﬁ
WWWM|

ey wegineg (oweNg FFE UEE seE
e ;. TEETE <FERE I 4L Wy T-
mmﬁnm-aﬁw| g5 qeHp YT
(eTT T TerE BEY A5 e Aee @A
A O TEEE FIE T T = | e e
s WfEw Ty R g FETE Wi
afére g=gm TfEH | 715 (FEoE e o
“awty (Wi SreeS T & FRsE
. @I el e sEe 9 A
CHETA T B S
sferars iern won ffes = whres
BT WA | R OO RS S O,
ey fTere vEfE ¢ e
i wrae fe
93 FIF 9O W e oRees
TamEn e fenee o T
=EmE § o w8 7w b =iftens o =
FE (FD TT | TR % Wiegs TeAm ol A
(10R) (ASSE TATE AT FieeE Sy
TG0 W06 | TR WEw W e § S
& TR (B0F GTASEm |
g (Eraeie) ; Frw TneT m o e e
- R it B - s B Ll R
WIEHT q8 SToE (e W] IS A
“ge a9 e @ ’":rr | e
cmnyﬂmw e

= T 08 (TR

1 ) A i e s o 1
TaifEmg r*m i BEm wam el
TeTEIA B TG ST T
mmﬁﬁwww
ARt (329) : F290FT ARMY T T A6 fm
o fof il awwe W ofw wEE ey
{2 CFT ST GHAIT 5
5 ): Fedines ww o e B A
P TEE e AfFEe ) R S e
Wi T < 99 cure we-o Fre weEm b
Bu W) Oy A 9 I Eereens e

ST |

Rt ; St fomem To-1 @ 7 e
e FhiE e T% SEE JEEE NS A
A TR e S S o7 SereeE el
G (IS ARLS @ Wb 9o FEs AEg
W fpTEa SeEEe S AT T e
T T R Y Rl SR gEe e
< W A o eoF TS T 5Fm |
S - FrE alee TR Fae amm o
7 2 TRt R e reies e | e
ST AFHIE S ToA15 T 1

i ;. faste 15 g < feenem e e
forom 4w Fom e 93 W sfErEE
4 W | A @ 96 90

e« Fret aly e wRAE e
A (G g A 999 0S99
o W% @ERE WA wh fEe wam
TRE (e 9mE St otts o
G e R

7% 3800, § & 3038

ﬁ@mmm
T weed foreatsy
CG I GACEN]

B TR (FRIATH) FRATST *

mEEmeEE T el e et
@ S LEEEE @E W@
SEEE WE R (e Fae e |
ez @ER A 3R OHR (sv)1 @
T e 5ES & e
e A mmﬁﬂmm
Bormez Wikeg TEAuEE R ger
& Tp=T D |

ke g
AT e o ) .
T, e s R WS (U -
¥ TIEE ¢oo DI TEEAE (7Y 9 BIEE
G 8 (T TNE WY Asfass
o% T | 9% 1Y TeE WO TeefE uy
47T GFTY TITT T T4 T | AE T
EFE OIS HAEE P eI FEaas
fofewr T91e I (arE FE | X0 oY

(T T |

mEete ¥R SF e A
e, FEE e (rwee zem fe st
YT | ME IR ISR W =T
mwﬁma@ aﬁmmmm

w Wl

DA

CINEE 3 85 308
.

A (RO

Cﬂ@ﬁﬂfﬁ?
art TaE
oI efsrane ¢ viee afeE

AT =0+ GATDTE ST
e e (e aF
iy e o BETE SEe
ﬁma&mﬁe(:mm
& i
fagerer | =1%57 urare Be
awﬁm.mmcw
TR

ATHE (A, FEEETH A,
@aeE fGers \@m ooy
(ENGE e A9 ¥ (9
e T wom sEm A
ST T ATIRAT SRR 9
AT TwIE 9 T G W
siergl (fm wird TEETeEEE
TIHATETA e S B |
fsfs  am,  grefieete
b vy 1 £ A - R 7. ]
EEC e T T Lo M
Tre wiEE = 99 9
StEeE  FEeE AEeE
it §T mA (dEiEe’s
cere s carsEe | f5f v
F o TR (2NeEE
TS| .




ACweE o

$ _%\.?.._' .'m';_;qnmﬁ

St (G Y GF 2971

B T O

- iz A i -
farte wraEs 20 T TR B
AR RETE, @S o6 bR 5,

TG | FAAD oI TG It FT

TR G T SREEE 3 A1 Te
w0 wg| o3 foAl WA Tore
forme wferar w@es vo

T W T

W (a) irgﬁm - mﬂ%z;

< oA et A T A
TR TEAVCR TG FENAS| 9
mqum =i | ol
FTE R (F2.) AR aEnT
o e s T Froce
oifeeTE R PifbE A '
S e o T W
mﬁ,mﬁwmwwﬁ'
o eIt T TOE FHE 4

BT =TS (A THR B ST A |
« bty AR 33 T X
aﬁgﬁmm
T TS SRR S ST G 4 o7
R R @8 @ (&), 1T (39) €
T (8) mmm@ﬁﬁmm
e @imﬁ_ﬁﬁtem
AP F0E @2 9T A @ e
(T T A1 W | 62 AT TS @
i WY @ A T @R @ 6 72 T
A drEre |

amﬁuﬁwwﬂﬂﬁmﬁ
ZGITIRGE SN S QIS ST A
FEEs| et fammEm R R
TR (O (0T (g | SoOR PR (A
b whisabgiad

mmmm"—"’“ﬁ“mﬁ WW
= (ifee | o o1 Grepree s
| AT 8 SRR T, mmﬁm
S 71 € 7 (20 (U (R 93 62
afig AR (| @ A ATe! 20w
T S T e
Wy e niy S %
mﬁm ) Tfa q5d Tﬂﬁ 5|
s s lond 13 B
IS TrrEEE A
S ce D s

afe a“\‘i;?wmﬁ i el
mﬁmmmmmﬁjwqﬁ
i | B U

S =R T @ TOTIES 5|

& WO B W 5151 95 6 Ui (g
TN WA FEATEA 51|

» G, 75 8 eSS
fRer STt
» YR IR @ R ISR
1403 &

» O 22 JeTe =i,
mﬁ%

T <R e O 3P
77! AL (FTF | 51T THAH FA
SIS A5 AT R o €|
103 (T A B T (39) (AR I
SR A1hTE I | e Gl G 62
R T R A A

ol Ao TeAmt wige B
w1, @ e o) o ae
(ATREB TR B T AT AR W
TR | FPIEA (L4, 71 vy et e 71w
GFI™! (7% | ZPTPITSTeY (ENTE 71T 1 A5l 7 |

=R T W S R (2b)

e @3 Ife fee gomen| T TS
LG S35 T 170 e A &
WA 9B | & WHAT 42 etfeet 7o fwn
T P G0 A e @
e A @ R R O (a9 37
RIS A g
TR T7RE g 301 6

it foen faame (o SfsiE o

quﬁwﬂmmﬂ@mﬁ@
TR | STAR T B A GAP

ﬂmﬁm' ik
HERATE] (@519 (L¢)
"Ioqui afi ot Ry Fbwr zern
o FEEY| IR R

@WWWWW ”
TIEIe WH| @ R i
fery T R T S T
| ars @R ol A A
T PR AR QAR S
mmmmmwm
an. =i fE (10) AG G )
s et 6a0ss o v
R T 05 | «ffrR BT
I R e 5 | 9 TOTeT
T A w1 Yot A
ST WA B
TR (I A G TR GRS w0
ekt Biliged oo, o o
ORI GRS T & WD OB
e G W3R @ T,
AMTZ HETA BIFTE 2 AwEeren 9
IR CIT G YR IR
TR ESTE Shea TR
IO ToT —_—
ARG AAE 70 g
T B4EDT A (@0) W AT G

soy |

.c&wmﬁﬁ

A GO iR R 7 ol
mma‘ﬂ'ﬂ'*ﬁ"“" i
TR AT AT | gy
s fom <Gy ReriRmes 4
okl S i B < il
Wmm)mm
Wm(ﬂﬂ')w
s e e o 7% 7 7
T GBI (TGN RS 207 31 |
ww‘ﬁiﬁﬁfﬁm
fRswave ot ReFE oR

| wim creeE TAE W WS Pt 39

30T 29 20 12 92 (90) | RO
BSR N2 A v T e
TaEE SR TSRS S TS G )
BT FHF1F S A e

R wFts = R wm
fPRrar™) BT @ RPN T e mm
T A G S s T

P i

_ B 1 B e
@R (8b) € GIHTAAT SFE APE

YGTRR (30) S TaR 1 | OO
AP ZOTH WA A

I AT ARG THEE &
TR e wre) JEdE s T
TSI frhs A 4 0 6

Fal  BUIEER Lﬂiﬁﬁ "Hﬁ

o Rt o st T Ao

=T A0S ot
SR PR A
G R NI T FEE
FrE snaEE Al S
SRR Aoty m,ﬁﬂmﬁw
(86) TR ¥ A s 2oes | g
TIE TRANE BT PR TEre e
TEEARE AT WEETE AreeiT wEE omg

b T (Q0) AH 9T o
5 TR WETEs e |
BIFGE 3We A

SRR G T (%), SR
SR @l (99), GESHE
:um!iE; I AR (3b) T 57 2y
.QC"?"‘:“W”FH e e aww
(38) W <= SR et AP ANGH G
TR A S (I T, P W
B @ AR A 3R %E-HTET. WWW
T SR A T :
0 & 5 R 20 | R A @0
s A |
TS FewaE TR S A% 2R
A (90) AN 4 JEICF Forw 227 T
Lt «fEE e wETsE AW
ik b G R
SR s s
T FY | MRS e €% A
WA | TR AHE TR G
Wmﬂﬁm%l
=
T, e s %ﬁw
T A AT | AT FiC wre
S P Wi Fo) | e TSR WP
BT TR | AESTR (HSTE (581 B




s | T

B (The) 255
Sawm wien T TS (R 3 GREETE @ AR ¥

=R 55 TEE o wm R e

JRINAE ICEE SFEGAE
o ==n 7= == g9=1s
(AT 9% TIP3 TAE|

Fq0 7 R Fea B (80)
A 95 qEE o U
Tond SierET TatEl e
Tt e oty AsiE
q 964 96| fiew o2 awreg

weere Sl wHew ey SRR FEUE off eI W0 BBAT, AHERITEH & TSR

T T N5 TS S LS ST FT &d W (e ol Ta T aut A g afeys W R o
.fztmm:::xﬁwmsﬁanM|mm:ﬂm. fow ofoewe o efofficm  om & 359 e oG
3 - oA : T A6 WA e

e TETES WE °R RSS! I @ WAl (R WE T
so-33 BT 425 TETE T (AR S°F T BT | T eErd

GreTs @ 93 Wy IPm e W WH 4 W oW frssmn o ey W (o) ofegs 3em oW
: _ Y TG (¢0) T 9% JEE  Fogm G SFE @ong e
EhTREEe TR Wal S 4WE off TE e e W il i : F

51T O & 8 52 (50 8%
TS TR | Ot S
g FACH TS T T
SOPE FAFE SAGHR bET
FERH AHE TWAL P
« goA1 Th| A 68 G
I AR T SfStns
TNEE @EEE e A
Fows OWE o FEge
G T, e Mo
THR AR TEAE ¥
! T SRl SN RO
] T i SRR (A G, T IOF TG (I A Ry Wt (FRIE *TS ¢00 BT WA
6 TR R MR o SHia SEm A | OTTE S | ST 8 A SR (S92 (UTF
Wﬁﬁwﬂmaﬁmﬁwy@ﬂ T Y TG (o oif T TR G

i i S (UL WATASSTA SRl A T T AT e gt &0 e (e 2%
freal Trem— 22ea (T2 = FIFRE A9 e v (el cIE SR R wErE -
ISR T F AR R TR G >3 TR |
T T ) g @ o T R v e v s v, 3 caneE A R
g | ST T (SIS TSR 6o o

2 1‘..I ._

G SEFEE 9% T A
Wmﬁ"ﬂm:wté:
ERYF I A TS

T WG| Al @
AWF BN SFF oA (20)
A0 % Cblee®l bleea

e ofefR

I X G 2038

VIR y3re

Wednesday 3 June 2026

."m 3 -

SUof WA T AT Tl wfey e oW w1 AR 9 TY TN (FFoTT &

T 8 TIRARGETR FOIRAA LS Sl (5108, bl Fowe oz IR ‘

20 TR (9T e GRS AR o o e 7o ot 478 <, s T G, e (o A Tare
R Tz fagem B ESIT-SAB IS W WA A IR TN W Blere® geren

el g FRe o wie v e 0 (e 47 STAaRTS | S :’g'rgf o T e 2R, S (i)

W | ST A AU Woel A AT W e (TS Al AT oA e e At ARG 3bfmre

. ot P . PRS- A, A T TEE R aufifen s SN AT e 9% o
I S | BT D SeEe JTe AIel At Zh | TR T WHI AW | AR oF werrgry 3000 IS WEIT (Y0) T @
I A T I A== L (AT S8 WO 260w & e let fareils 00 TEPUE (R Sl g o) ORI VAR B e
e iR e e i e et fow mwmmwmmnmﬁm R (ore afere e IO NS R ofimt; frw

ﬂ?lzb‘! _' THIAIT | LG Y03y

et A (ov), e wreg aew
W ) (G e cawer et e G (90), 3991 22
S T T oS (@0), WEE g
M @ HEETE et (8y) 8 Yemw
mm TR
s x

TR Wmmﬂﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁamﬁqﬁﬁﬁmm
i e, 73 wmrie e R aw WEWE awew waw annren ' o~
e are fem | @R 3T 9w 98 ONel S1% Rew W oE, Eww
e e ol ww wepm one o i
: R TR EaTelE o o o B are sei | W O WINH we (ore
e AR I Ty otw @R T T O A (TR @ P P W i wmiE fereerer fafeper
THI (A ATS SSB Ay 5T AT I WO PR | WA xRt wwee, ofy 2° T0R

G AR T PRSI ¢ S 4 I, TRRE FE 9% 7w TR VS vRW, @ Oam eraw wren
T 1T (N O e 3R 2T | T TP GTAR FEH fers g Fove Bwform &)

ST 399 (N0 0T W e 3w [Reiein g ST Ot (PeNr w9 i
wm-aﬁwmmmﬂmlmmmm
mﬁmﬁw%m TR i 63 eTRR RreteE T e 39 T
(BT ORI T WA A 9 6B G EEnia]
00 TER B @ Ife w1 3w I, ¢RI oome me

TAIE (B WA AT A (@8 LT wherars aEfy | Brfae wferme
R CreTE 47 (T BHIfET A (9%), (N WENere AR GReHl T |

8 T T 4w e v Wﬁmﬁgajmw
TR o e g s

o3




wewrE [Ffrow

DS [T eesw
. DPIS - - l

Ramarss effite 78 SRS
_ Aem e 9ERet dO AR

®

WMWW?@IW{W&?} @W@M o WW.MMQMWQE
e STes TR | S T g weiiE Meeis (o <oyl <O Ssey ww Whew  gR am @i (o) A oF e
mmm(éﬁm)mﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁme!aﬁmmﬁﬁmﬂmmwﬂ GBS NI W T 6FCT TS
e TES A TORE| @ wE QE e s (T WE CIA-EERE 6 HUET 2 T el C e i i)
ot (581 e 1 (@4 (s W e femas 3 e Wy Yo AEEE bo W My feren wmw (feres) wEerem W S
afefirg e 45— (TR Yo WTH 4@ T AN A o= e e SRz ot
AR - FEE TerseE TR e Reiarer sre 92 bo oud A9 BEd WE 24 WS wfw ww wifeeE (o) St
AT SF WUITS WEE | WeEE 3o 5r frs fweme 9 e wame e ohe o o e I WA o S A9

 ford) A9 QU & S5 N0, pEArE 9P W BT So T 479 TmeaE ya SE AP FE
e amee wan FAm Seree el TR IR M ’fﬁmﬁﬁw AT e | O e GrEtaS
Mrewepam 0. T AT s it S © $H HEEALE T T W) L3 W
v N, TEefMR 8 SF% W;WE| W47 Lo A9 foqmm sEfd SEE, 9T

Tl ATET TR AR | TH—GE WS SRR
e, |femafire s =mE 71 W ;
“ffer« T, O 4T T WO SR AfERE T TS o1 UEETAe JAREITY TR
ﬁﬁﬁ@wﬂmmﬁ%ﬁﬁw%m O W WACE) @ UGATS (FE W
(G ST TR | CFATA O % EAs uhIE @wsiy ew @ i s wr mniiee e WO
TeETEE WeY WA SRR SeeRel (1R I wfera Boce

sufifiy T IeTR MR GAE 6 WP TEEm
oy 87 TS TR ey e TR G o wee, @ <ot ol sge ) o s
IR A8 HrorE AT (RIS (58 FEA | @ T RaE T orw aifpre aigre fry Faee gem e

ffeens ST TR R TSR TR S | FE 4
sraeny T (o) TEM (IO TEW, 9T (0T AAFT 96T
wTEiT FEE -

Srgaens & Fzow T P ST TR WIS
Dot piEn FER (oRT oEs fm Ranaw) wwreg
5T IMETE an TAETEeE (OIS (T 9 S AR

- e

wﬁmitéasnémmw:ﬁﬁaﬁ|m% ro ffER
BT SRS (TG | ‘RfER
Framagre A AT (SRR R @A W WA
m@mwﬁ%ﬁmmr

T : (AT FeeE TS <R (581 1 I FCE (2
g STare BT | 3R (TS < Tl pus e
Www-nwmﬁ-mﬁﬁwmmmaﬁmw
ﬁﬂmﬁf&ﬁmmemmﬁﬁmmmﬁﬂﬁm
eoTT FIe AR AfEfe gfeRE D (I geTRE =
| ffes aE aee [ER e e e W) S
Sy Rfefwe TERE B UORS WA (N9E 059 A0S
mwﬁﬁﬁﬁmemwmﬁmm
St Foafh BT 73 (7 o1 Fars Ory! W Rana® ) 43
S T FEE MEWE o-dy TEE R @R (TR TN
RO | & T TS 83 AR b weas e T S
WG0E (5 | 5SS (WS T FAIEes SR TS (7 AW
S W sy e RS At g Lot
mﬁaﬁwmmm.mﬂﬁmsﬁ%mw
e | fafEfE v o Teiee BER IS (T |

o s wE | FANIR OI0E 31S (T OO SAee Sl RH AU B0 (I S WS WA M NI ) T
werE Frg | oA e B o TeEE I T W SR WA W WA AN R

R I S YA

ol T, AA O 79 99 G GnE, O (0% OF 9o e
“AfFaree YR (GNE) ALY BN A% TR e SiE|

ST T N T (Ay) T, W SWers oW 450
firoe 777 W g Sl W19t 1 g OIS SIS BAE | SE
Hifee 128 e qE =@ Tty o e e, Swep,
65 & SREHEAT w3 ) 9IS T & (78 (F S W WIE
oy e farg wEera Seren ) S el AES s e )
S 8o [ s SRR +TF uwE) Frerm FreE ey e o
(2b) &F, R o’ so 3@, o7 =2 & o7 TwET WA Mo
ST S e SR | A ST e FAE IS | S
S16f5 AIE @3 Ao

TECO W g Wi AR g o9 e ACE, Snd
A fowR (STe (RO TR (TR e RiG T e wit <
o@ B s TE A SRy a9 wee B T-EaRn
W37 e wre | SrnE SifErs cars S wor Foawe B
Heg ST g A0, LSS (A06 YRR (BT W) AT SICl | I
e, GIER FEram < e SrE | SIE O O [AEe (T T
TR R W A eieeE s awE afteen sfew e
CRIAIE (BT iEw SAE wIfe 9w, (@ ST T1E TepE, A6eG
T TR, O SRR AT 47 20 e we W olgte 1 |
T smee e et eafEs wie 9, O S0 (R 99
T (93 T I A0A /1) @ Fory eemeg ¢WE OTnE
EH W, 03¢ FTEE X TR Enb-a’ AT W CTH § TESA
i EETa AT (TR RIS, SR T 1 (TR I (AR, e
o ey T S Rt gwEE wEEs A
TIepe A0 WIS W, A6, e cewers P aEn e
ore i el C T AT Con - B

299

WATI-SIEpE & oG o

| TS TS TES o
I =t




e B T 0%k
» T 8o

frRnEs ae
J‘ﬂams
TFF A

R T
|=fgmerEs (AR
fcstss T A9 ~BreS
TwTs (93) AN 4F
IS A EE e
| S T 6% R T
T3S w0 6 WREE
FafE =90 9WE Tam 305F
firz Swmwe OE EERICR
SHAEl SR G0 NBET
(%0 T T TR S T

FEE WErew

(g 7 T, SNE

e efeff

e Rt e o G cEE A
e i & I AT (st L B
m|mwmw%mm
2SR (g i & B W51 4 R
TR AT GG (A FACE A |
e 517 TS 7R < AT

s e () Fater (R S, R W

o

eI AT A 0 4T S A |
wfege VAT G WA @Y T
ARGTH A A T

| w&=E, @ G 2039, 2
mﬁcﬂ@
fca (oiTe ugedl
e aiferawe, fam1272

CyalEareE TR SereeH T wred
o @ A Trete e v facn e
1S WETE 4G4 | TS JHAT 419 »Br T
BALEAIE (TIEIAL S5 EAE (Seree| LI«
B W03 wTE FfEa AT WgE MRy
(w0)| Tof cmreen amma A @
aEEea Taee afsl s fRfa
2B (TR ZAATSICA TR |
quarE ATE AG CFerE TG G A
5w, A, (AITZEARE 30-32 T 2% 6 19
e wrefEs Fgred @7 TRAl BEW | A
gi FEPEEE N 998 7 ONE
TalE 241 70| agHE SYTH TSl ¥F
Tz ¢ A FEA EECEE THHEE
AT T8 | O WL S AT S5 T4 TRl

e wrereer AEEwE gal U
WEgR THA e, T ae Ot
wEEER edF THH ael WA AR
i i e e W ween
A HiE G S

Wi e T AmEe e
FeFs wWHE o 8 ANED TS
wifeE o | S T SR 4% (RS
i SR | Zadige @R i afe §E
A e, e o 9 e ZA)

Afireg afeiee
M Tale
@arsie (o) afeRR
GrEE (@REeE 4F0 FHeE
wgarR e o R
RS 78 (40F 919 (e¢) AR

o= ey TiFEs ™ BElE

TEE oo e
Wﬁﬂ%ﬂtw FHTTH

e (ToE wme 8R weE

FEAWE TIW T SID FE
cor A THE 9 W) FAN
r@ & AW, (. A A o
(0 ¢ TE 4@

(TEETT SR ofA-Fe
aEr! wen | AfsiE T o
fefa & wifomem =f e

o A | 5 WIS T
Frgere gt 2 e W
e Afere s mepw SF
TR S WEER aree |
rEaR g AR
FEATR W (76 (F T
(42 s Ay WeATEE TR | N
o e (S0 O3 TLE TS
TG AT S (A |

298

B L

FRawa HEEnE TZw (80) AR 9F
RGeS 3 91 2L sfferel o
2w VAR b st | o sl (e
3 TR ST T AT Sl @A
forgree w5 & offFr! Um Sw! %, S A0S
firgrtera Tl A AT O Fae] Bt A
1% s 3B s 90E (TTEW | S0eE WRE 4T
iR TR FOR SR PG | O TS
21T e R T (T (99 e, 1 ARRIAR
@ (57 AN e FRE (S T
AE v F AR Aea AR A
Gl TLAAE TG WA G ARRUS (U
ST ST < (| 91T % (o wffert
SR (G A0 G |
foret & S SR W, O FSFeIE
FE LS | T GO TG A
e ST SAER o | W e e
o2 e fivg Sferas 3w, AW
o2 v T S T e e o
a7 s <ifeer fregR W e i
sifarars BT (55 S0iEe e Wik I
667 | o oS S Gl TENG BeTH AR
B9 4], o T (O YT e R
2@ T2 e AE | Tea 99E (A W
wfefae #ffevd Ao (PreRE ) =2
e (B e ofada 3w | e,
TR GE T SR “ffFTe WG T AR
G TSR LG 1% GALE |
siefRTs 4 SR FHed (6fF) cuEw
G ATE, 452 (AT~ Wb (S TR
T <SSO G A W AT
2T | O G SEIeEd 2 e SANeTR A

T i Fa W WA | @ TRl R A

Fere wiGE 32 T




B R (TR) TR
wiatg (A 9w e

wiemg o fie Rl oif o
a7 fR () +id & T3Es wEife

= i IR | e
i Wi Tt i
e 9 S SEIEE FOR T
a3 w5 Al TEr I e |

SEIFTETT U W A, I So (U0
3¢ TR U TTrSH] (HFEga GRS T
07 1 Fiibe e e afefi
Tl e fofn @9 #Foime dfterm
wﬁv CEd Tou E et

| e T
Wﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁwmmﬁwm
gregm A ori g% waEE s |
_ WA S

(TG (YT o (T3 o Taee g | 1 e
L (SO AYE TO WY P GRS
(U4 | 499 o v (Favie <
et S e 2 s i Ta
CICH

e 56t W SR e,
m’ﬂmfmrﬂﬂammhum
fem fam 412 ©fF (S0 e *henr Tiftes

7| e wRee i 99 S
(PR U B S A S9EY
A A ey come | o v,
MWMWWWW
Drat- ot 75wt = |

Wi TS G SRS S
(¢f) #gm W IEH, € WAy
mmmm./

AR A (G
LIRCIER HIAER TR
RE (@FO

| 18 oA
S@E aF TR e A el
gl Sote 2% A1t ©Ieins: Rem
il 4 %"‘“’Eﬁm‘“wm"*‘"
L0

otz | Fiorg ez & 9 e
A (35) SIS %I v TSI
SHONAT BT |

A Y o (1, UEE u5F e
P, & 3 o w i e Aol aéem
G Ty 9GS cTE e

A0 e so e @@ AT

: i @W .
® | 2355 1800, ¢ T 030
paS L

LTS T =
Wmmmm?ﬁ N
= o

A, J ST

W"ft‘i ST m mml w-'"? SR

O R ¥
sww

W (5B

s wreE giore o e e

Ton, Wewd, enfaafEe ﬁmﬁ wfF 'rﬁmbmqoqb

T we & gEEae mfw e , i
9541 WGTE | ANTTAETD, @ﬁﬁtﬁfmﬁ@w

T, arerRE, B, ﬂymw*ﬂ
eofd, B4, BRNER, ABIA © WANH
JUF IO TS 33 O T ¢ FIeTe
| WA Sl SOHCE | 9 OO WIES

AN LI (AT
e 'méiﬂi ET.:';: m:c::g frers w s W

RrrE 53 bR Tt whmerm fafes ST (Pive) e
S e Ry, R BT e v o ot v o 91 e 7 e
e e T Sifre] REME (% s @R e e (og) A maﬁs@.amm
W AfEcTem 58 AT e Fee i e e e s o g, gay © e )
SALE | TS BATE Wi T 5 T BReRlin e e o
fres afea erm-—ameeET Trem @ o8 I oty 4 (@R o 5EE T 9F BT
@ (vo), @EEEEE G @ S g o R gEe S| oE W
(%) @R Fwgeptas 18 Frargs Tvam S BaEar o TERTAE A 9T @
(en) i 5 | T SR (FE W P T, (7 e e
O WIFT O Toleers puaal TSN N6 AR oM o 2 T ﬁaﬁwﬁm\.—m
oarrs v Regs A Arnfes 9060 A0H )| (01 T9E 9 (000 T 500 20
e e ebifre o ffvers T 5 ¢ B 3 Ao T e o SR Himan
(@G TI[F L MY AT wE=eiiee (91 TS TH o e 3 o Ay o o A g
afe wEe w9 W Semwens we (O B MDD ReTR B R T b o W) A
“franaa 1eard Wz T9 o so o | ﬁﬁmﬁmmwﬁgmwiﬁmﬁw
(519 8 ERY (F SEE A ST S oA e
M‘TTF@:EW!TM: W‘E:T:gw T, TT-o1 (Y P 6 v wWE | e v
ﬂT’ﬂ?“ﬂﬁf‘ﬂT mmﬂi T W WS Y TR0 wEE
ﬁaﬁmmﬁwwﬂzww pre—
5w |
O TP WO (SlAiEa o SIS e

Tifama | waza fm farEme
BUE HEE TCUE |

& 8 (FEE FaE e FeafamiEne
EATIIE _EeE FEm (29)
Wwﬁgﬁ-q"«:w-

o e e
BF 5 (e

2 TS 3899, b T 2063Y

] | TR lmmﬂw‘!}m. e @BIE eI FeTRdEd fen
mmm?wgmmm S st sfewy s oy s T8 W P s, s -
T vt St ST | 1S TR A AMCI TGS ») ARG AP @D ©F% SmHfes @R wtvfk 7w 9
o 535 Fite & =11 apity oot W ot TR T SRS AR e AR (R SIEY SERT SEeY (3R
R T W OIG goe Ffege TR 1 T | CTAH (13 oda feqn 06T FTE (0 53 T AL (WA
DA Y @ O B0E 4 | FE! ErElB-IFG Sty AR wpe e SR TR @GS g% w1 W | AEweT
e T T (A S 6 @ w4 wr | R wEm, e mﬂammmﬁ;ﬁnw

AT m aEEfes ﬂ&ﬁ%ﬂimEﬁl AN . ST WL o] 8 TS
m‘rméﬁ s o HTET T AT SN 0%¢ WP & W Heyad wrgs Tharsg sfeim
e T <Y At R o WA wammmwm-zowﬂﬁa € T WYLE | T (A Tl
& | g foalby s AR ¥ I CoPUTE SRS (TS I SRS A 33T (AT I (Y (Y (ST 9T
| S e B e S e e ﬁﬁnﬁmﬁﬂmﬁmm e BT s s e @R
— ' w|mﬂaﬂwﬂmﬁv T W | AW @ TS SRETE R
yoe aﬁ!mmcﬂﬂﬁe @3 TR T TEe @ TE AR
AR AR FIATE T ADS (WA 6 FAFoTwaTe ATy S ST AU |




O T 3y I wp 9 Fm oo T g ek Ane w g gew
= . Cmm cqw wore Ae auft afirem 2w =) 9 Y wreE awtE
et 1 =™ bk babtuabit Gh o e aflud

: g WA AT T | © LI
@?W‘I‘Tﬁ? SFTE uneR T = e

Wmﬂm W foft wrae T, WTE s T oEAR R R gmE e
- \

2 [_!_l L I (AT IR A9 Y T SFAEE SO0 (P bR Ay

34 7975 3898, 30 T 2030

(T ) TI % BTarTE v =ffer Sharge TefEs ) R e
‘@W w @ Y @A A e Iy G afeme W 3,

) e Tefgfore? Mg ea WHTE o (ITAERIE (07 |
B S (B0a) e (ROTE SN qaver (ot S W A G 93 7 TS 9k YOO R B AT

meeommﬁ*
oy curg forgre o= v e
TR @ W W | e o e 2
2R ST AT “TEWTE € SE
o €q: FEAST (@AY W‘;ﬂ"‘z
T W AT 4% (A BT IS T A I (RS G
YRR | T T YN OIS oy s o oty S0-00

s P T QOIS (81 R e oaf® von | e sre S

% s g P T TR R R o e e e S -

m%meommm ﬁwmmmwmﬂ - w ; e

gy FE A (TN R WM o5 wiE ) weew swed e =

LU et GIENR T W gores o won Bey By 0 TR R TR 5 T 03

A SBAE OTO FIPE WAE |  effefiy umaw wifde Wb ' ~ 2v Te7H 5800
By, =T 759 AR AT NWE (rm Swm wm Terww wy 07 U0 TRRE G0F B G TEE 556 7 mreacre S .

19, ("R A I ST T PR wwrm By A A DT G TR @R o (e :””ﬁl‘]C@ s

g Frg g oy B SO S $E whwm ey ofw emr oy AR QIR B (3&) AW G gereras CORCIE LR

Az T T QTS & AR ! (TE) Uy T S e B0 20T 1 20N | W51 e wes
T T T A gi’ﬂ e Gofee wrare come G oSN | (¥R T 20N SRR | & (AFoF
| e T | @ Ty e RS SRR @y ey 2l RS (F) afsff
ﬁaa‘ﬁ W (S Iy wars| wiogs SRR QU MR &9 O 9 o
Pl . : e o cusfien i ST RO W S e
1 | e | 55 A 0%y (TS weE WIS G- Biolb dahirleii
BREl | g | ee iy mﬁﬁ%mﬁaﬁwmm TS o waE e TR
mﬁ@nﬁ 153 og sr T ST G 20 (38) AN & TS © T a7 35wt ¢ @y
¢ eroe e w1, T A RO A1 TATRI T QAR S W A O A (701 o

%iaaﬂ'{”( Tﬂﬂs SIS BERYOT reRRI AT @ WhAt W | O dfwe @wen wite
? e %%lﬂwﬁmﬁmeﬁwm g%‘g
ol - BT e g 78 GRS Ty 00 wa i ;
Aleld (O 9;];! %ﬂfmﬂmﬁﬂ‘gﬂﬂ | ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁi:mwwm%ﬁ“wm
PR T (5 > %mwm.wﬁmlmmmn:wmmmmm s gl
AT WG SRS $EE W ;m‘““’ ﬁm”m“mm“ o :Im:[mmmwmm&mm AW SR ARE TR b Fm
e g Fiws S| S W g g g i (oo 0 IO W S e e
(2 AR A AR 2O 518 (a2 w7 Ty | qmerm CIOW A Al e sr e |

TraTed AW wierET Bk ”@Emwmww, R @& A1 @R it vEfiy e

o ﬁ%’“ﬁw %ﬁﬁi e Ty F ey o TSR ST X TG T T | T

Lo B — e R ot Srag e ferafB R wepT SR TR
BlemE WS EL:;!H Sipl AP (RCF mmmwwmmﬁ%
e[ HIA AEE g (34) A0 OF Y 21 6 97 T, frorer e A

: OO ACE (YT ST AN g =W

FES T @iE e U@ WER TANE

W S FEAR QSR e 7] (N FRANIT es #iffe v

formg & FATE TR TR IR BT Teiree
T TR o G AR SR
I T R T | -

Soy |




mE S AT amRe wihy BRe

et effef it

ST 1l 52 G 3030

—

@wﬂlﬁr@m

ﬁmmw

qoACEe (BloeEm @ 4T
N A @ T
A (80) AW 9T T
Zora Sfsls!
S| ORI FPE AY
b= Wt Someae Afsfe!
AT WEwE S
GG W61 GUEE  THWE
ATE SAGR PEETEE I |
fold Fsgfa o o o
AACEN 122 AR
BIESA| Ol (o=, JSwiR
(it FEEos o WeE
GLAEE A Y THRIG T3
B T | AR
siE  91g, I,
e
oA o1 o @ e o

Eraraifos SBA (AT (et OIS
Tol & TS DWW W
T @5 A S O oS
oot 4B o vy T =)
S UAE SR e
(F) @ TR atw T,
wRE (NEE weArEE e
e =, e T Srerane
oW B®F IR 4R
TOIAE SR T oaH HeE |

- HIER

ﬁxﬁmimmmﬁa G

eﬁfﬁwm Wq_f, QIWCWQ

MW@ s
AREeIETEE T
BAsITEEe  EEINIS
g 9. (HlownEe
e WA At €5en
wE GEEREE A F
awaE oW (e &R :
forwre T @ WA G, (AT
AR ez Savfamdae
(eTEiE) 2EER 9 TR

5T% (A4 906 %e Gl (SRS (5)
P e (etE SEEE w9 e g
T ferwts arE @F | 93 A s
T o I I

fme @RTEE w5 SRR SSEER
silien . sEREE e ol
TGS GAITEATE ST el ARy A
<& FaE P wies TEa; AraeE

o WOE | TS 32 T SEE A;MT 9
oy o1 I |

oETERAE WY, T IR IS
ﬁewmwﬁmm
fErs e s i SRR T
BT | SETER e Tifeg
HACAR A0 FEEEE (oL 2T T |
ATa tpersdicag re-f ¢ T (Y TS
Su-39 T ey _

mm«ﬂ?mwﬁwm
TRFTST FOAIG B | BREEHl FRNET
wites F0HE S (S0E AEEHE (FOET

Tare CiEe (3 NWE WA Fem i
s sfoEd B SEe, IeEE e
A8 itw (SHARILed DI q9ga 1% (4TS

mmmrtmm Wmﬁ

ECignik- oo Wmm:ﬁmﬁw
TS (<IE TR (FETE AL SIS BiEl
Tares Teg A0 DTS TTEE 6% oA 6|
fom fereited A4 T4 @EnET T
a1 g RaeredE e arEEEe
PEETE TEN FE| TN FEE IEE
TIEE Sre TEHE FE S AEEIIED
4RI S0 *FRAE THEAEA FE TH
TR WaHE @ e OF Tl e
TS TSNS EEEE EE W G
A= 9oEE ERTR =4 AE AB0E
T &g gy =)

@ R T e 6 oEE YR
AR i A0, AR WA SR
Sfon Tgomma MO GRS AREE
] (R HETTE g #{fe FiE A S
Tzl R B S aoifeE) eE E
B < ficaife, b wumy A9 659 $44)
ﬂmamwwmmmm

ST

@e RNy TR w0 ) e
(% (TR ] AN b, Wgfes (i,

wreTeal qOHIG FE fAE A |
woivm 4 off @ @35 o e

Iow, WAEw ofr cfeef swe
Srefe Tey TETTE TETE v weT




aom 3899, 30 T 203

'mwcﬂw
%{@ﬂ

aﬁw%ﬁmmmmﬂ%ﬁm B e (ATTERD) STt
HEETeR AE T AR ofaEg =ie e
cAETErs  Ptm zend mﬁwmmml-mﬁ“%mﬂmﬁﬂ
:ﬂﬁnnﬂ etg Al Toenes ge  AfErEr v e, fawwer fro T (NE TS T
THGH @F: FEEE A6EA & (LS Wﬁm&ﬁq few Wﬁm“ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬂmu
wfea e B wBrE) i | wfewe  TSSE SEAE A
Ewm%mmm i ermery wEefy SIS Qe (5T CATY CNCT ORI | 0T
il b s 7 ﬁ%@ mmm::;
Wl e S @ R N e G wek e A i S
AT ﬁwmmmm% e ey o GO © oY e
e sow “we S ™ e e GieE O mwmw | & THAY

PR R mmww? 4 R aors waf T s | S TR
T FETee 2 ST A T GRS e it s .ﬁﬁwﬁﬁwtmwmmq&m
AT T W e | o WS B g wfere Wi A1 FEL OO (P A | T
%s e (29) aaa:ﬁg:g R e e mmmmﬁiﬂml
T, WA TR SR G¥e TR WAIRTRE wa Sraser Bermea srea Song m i

BT S w1 BT 5% S 203¢ FAEE Gt
gy Wﬁaﬁaﬁmﬂ:ﬁﬁ@fﬁ o & oo r T 36 G 2036
wEfETs aaAtefebE

T @EA S A8 % B
e o T A Sy g ST QA O 0 o v T GIEEERI
HTF FeA T

A (4TS O TaE R iE 9 T8 | ES it St \
@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁmm1ﬁm mm,%m AIGIA2 a’@ : C‘Si?-'f

oo W oneww I TON W wR | (eouow qoww gwb e 3
TS WA YR e e aEae aee, mﬂwmlwm o BwrF (Fuane) afsFf
efatas wfera fefers o ww T, HOrS AT wwEE F0E o0

Ao T ToRS W ;AR SO A W) G W I ey G A W 0 3 BT 9 9
g e wwﬂmﬁm @S 43 P T AR | R
el e TR WA o Bt o o o e 7% "Rl Reerers 7 A et o
I (2 T S e S Basis fera | (4T T 0% 03 O I | (ST - S
RO SFE (SRR () | TR | G e s, 0 Qe et S At G s,

f A (TEMEY wpAmR ¢ SRELE SI6TAE S (9 5, (T S, (9L (5, (T S S
oifgen T aE, L #ﬂmmﬁamﬁvm BaT W (AR S S|

Borera TR e (I BN T S NG| (e e 6 T (BT T IR A0, (T e e
m@ﬁﬁﬁﬂlm | EEEFE U= e e S Ot | Semers T R (e W w9 TRy R

AT | AR A SN, 2SN AN G 90 O g g e
mmmmﬂ 3 e 4 o @0E wbe W A Im) e

otz @ m wor ame, e Awas w5 O | @ e e i
fafe wrpLiwonE S T RS e e w a1 A

mlﬁmmuﬁawn I
AN T, (ETT O T FE, AT A o HIvE e A 9dn
mﬂmmwm (RS T A I W YRR ST SR
AT AGE I iy orew T T S | A (AR SR
-mmﬂw S b A fity e PSS 07 GO S0 (ST D
T a0 POy ) @ ST (HO W eI

aToTEE Wi S-S e e

MOb |'




FirwE ey

tHAmE A seRe mPr =R

[omw o om) saez Wi fien
I AR

BiCE!
ST BUFe 42 Waw Some @ee e
frore 2t wewifs) BwE 3z aw oo @G BeE
T ot e 6 v e o) showE

BTt P ©1%0 R Prendl cu ot o visam

o QWA ECY] W R A o P @
e e agle T Y ST O I AL, oY TS 3 6 s 3
m"’ﬁ; e FAEEE W DR (05 80 @W SiSATHeEEE

WA | CW.W a2t () | g o2 7Y 9ol el e 3w ulvvee B
e '?1"“' ‘“’"':Wﬁ e (R T SREPSTER S Al s AemaE g afoge
5 f5ae (O & B NAE 0N GEAIECS (VISR NRASHE ¢ A I ot TR
e & R SUIC SRR WS F (VH % GI EEy | SBIS WIE (R $ig 1 o s
AT (W O AR B o e R SR &3 e O A S 3
: iy S IS AR S IR W ;e w wafiee

v Stg AeD 0 o MG FESE T A
W AW AP Do I OF TR RuEl e i@ oF a5
reETERE | BT SwE D8 I 5 § BT Sieh fumese
woy AT S WA, ST (IS TR G 5L S S
Fpia @ SIAR I I e T (ox) @iwE w0
era? st o PO w vime oom (a3

R e g TR M eER SRR eeies A0 v feks gawwen e
ﬁmﬁwﬂﬁwmm: T S5 BUERd s S AT A 432 %S
o S ane e R W bk | PreEfes Twm 35 =
(e (O T, o SR ARG i G wes R S

o gt

SES

| SR TS e et | i O I =
|

29®

TR S 0%

St TR I

AT WP CoR e SIS oA €T A T IeTATS R W 4 (R e T T e 1 Y e i st B 0%
wore Wi wege o | @ Vo WA | O TR e R A IR R o
AN o e et St s g ot T 219 O
VLONEPN sz oot o, o i v, & W n Ao PR AT w10 | A CoTe
2z | Sb G 203y <= TS o
< : TP, G SY, R0 B I 3, 389¢ TR AN o7 o o
g ey AT 291 s < e ingh :
LR i S 2 e S o (4w o W Y BR AEN o T
B firde o SORRTSE Foyw (A e ame 45 @
A T I O G (e v BT SR o0 OIS 1 W OTR| Ol
ufer wgfe e Pt Tom sfféral WAL, S T WO T, ACRINHT FHA ST
Tom| Teem N MG MR T L e | enureIca et N A 2, S, e,
TR FWEE & SR AT WL T S EOIRT T OE SFHE SR T Fperge
e T2 S (ISR IR TN RS e L e < T e IR MRgE D @7
Mo A s SRl e wrees o TR TR SFTT WD
i oS 2w fofy Wil @R 0 T “Rpe M (00) ofwaTE
mmwﬁmmmﬁmﬁg : mﬁwmf
Elh 3 iﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂl NS YRR TREg S
g%mgﬂm‘?mmw (sP1) B ww #Fm w

|
J

T TR aE >0 @Y bR Wik
FAfEw oF 5 | TR “IPTAR T sy
& &% O WEH BRP (76T T, T T8
&t B ols S R = e  wy
@0 TFH 5 Roiliem o Tmme o
e | sew 39 B9 wWin wE w7

t

T3¢, 2006w Wwp 3 g

FAGH T 8% WOTe I T T

TN I | 7 W TR 7 g
TR, EGRTE 0% afem 1o o




st o
e (U] WNB sriwss
;b‘ -Q_\b_ . °

oadh sk IOIRET 2

W e a Tee

R L LT A SR e v

:l-mﬂﬁﬁ . : S o offeFaft
 FrRifEE AdE Gy S (77 ¥4 (9818 WA
() offr 20 T o e o e T R AT T et are=E 4FE GG

TR AT T | O 0 o ST TR (5 S) T o Bof-wEa) oiffme (g emrmifE) o il
mmmmmgwméw%m Weﬁwwmmﬁfmﬂm
Iyl foE TS O (YT O A SWE W@ CT-Ae m.WMWuwWﬁcﬁ
Rrote S e A Y M SR ey S0 R et TieTs 0 Wk A
lemmwww,m R0} [T (7 T I5aie @ S (77 | R IS STEETE
<508 T O e A TR S Y TS e A g 2 A A A T S
% STy S QT AR (38 ) 30 1 2% WY | A A s Hers <= WISl F0aE | R A
o TR R R (TR ST (I T OTRcs g G | P L 7 CAIR e
iR O e e TS TR S RS S B SR 7 I S (I, 7O TR o o
g A1, ST (20 TR & T (TOTY R0/00 SLAG b Feid ALG MG SHAITS €% FIT 6ol 516 T
T (7 | ST TS T A, T 9% (R o e At ST Az F o 7w ol o
(91 7 B AT (U 1S I TS o W | 4TS WA ©iE Wiz foew T T ATt e AT sre YR
o e 1) (LTRSS W (T (9 0 BT S g g | g 7 | et o fefesal e
ST 13 R & SRR R T A P @ g g By (TP W AR G &g
MWWMMWJWWWWW HALAGE B 24 | o7 4% (AT A TAle
5% | P TR TS SR (NS STE SIS B L e ¥R (4 ST S
QI S S, AT #1574 T, R s @ o & e 32 Foafba sl (FoiE s oIt @2 araig
G WNTeR % T0E | WRewE o frafere @ ang | gy e o AT WA (TS (7
e e S — SEre s W A, o aeane
TS 22 YA 2036 77y 407 i (LA 6% 9511 1% e oo

‘m b TR 5800
— Sfoe ST T2 AN 3 -

I —————— -

G T TR e e el wn
wrea o | BfEeH citm cnE frem TR
i e v el

TEeiEE A e e, v Wi
fafeq 7w wmre & et e aume o7
iy W S e S
T Noee 4 SR Fied (&)
#Mpge TN qWEW, TErend W
i fefers amm @en TETE 99
wfSTeTr a%m (TR Z00E A
e Hers Frerin I9gre (e T

R TG I

Tof, G (e

s () efRRR

% Rty BT & W (wedl U (S S1STE (P WA ISR AR
g T, T A OO e AT S A I AER O
g% e we oS wos Wl e (e | o Whte Je e
e T e e S oTaSH (3N (S SR
o R R M0 T WE ARTTTS TR WE G s
TP BT S| s T @F (ST N SR,
Benfie wd fir SR e TGS & ol S P S
T Wiy e TR R GwR W 4R Sy e awel
mﬁmammﬁwﬁﬁaw-mwmmﬁa
e BT 19 (T T RS ARER ST R @ i T BR (RS
mﬂﬂmemﬁnﬁmmﬁ{mwmmm.ﬁ
m-mmewmemﬂﬁwﬁmﬂmm
ey Ty WS WE O % ] | (SN (O e R
m,wmﬂmwmmsmmm.m

T B g WA & MR IO T 9 OF g O TR
il e | AT AT, TP o WA A S TS

s (RS T (OT) T 43 BT €1 YA VoW 7 Wi
T W T T (S T W o s wefe
wr T W AP 4eE cem T e e TeT W TRITEs
T (T g ZHTSTAE T A | WEITAE (0 IR IS SN

: mﬂrﬁwwmwmeﬁmwm
Fa% 291 IR, THRIOATER AfSTE ST T YR S i @A
Lot mmﬁﬁﬁ!ﬂqmmmmmm
Feg ATHE YR O TN

sifganeg Wik, S99 (40 (FF o5

bl IS

FOYT EEEIT 95T EdD S
e NE T mw «F P
JefEsfiad soreee Ty WWE
aHER W W TS
awg (mes wwlh ==m 9 e W
e wmTEy w9 A T
oferes FF@_(OI%E) TR
ot e ) e e Reemaeins
e B e T B
@ide (S aFme She e
e < e e

g WRE E-ofels (o)
TEGE (T WA, FE
¥y TR P CremiBEE W
wftye T s oF fmg
TeE W @ IR s (v
WS T DS AW W
IR B | B T R
SR AR TEe WEH,

AT B/ T @G 04 A5 THE R

380

o T e oFe aeE el
o7 TS TR aF vewler 29 W
[ETEIRES O e ST
& fery men wn Bfsoe 3o
et wg fofs wem, TR e
IE TAGGT TR S5F  WATE
et oW Te) b 4w e
vl EATE ITE [T wE |

ey wfearam oo, foors o
T (YT (WA TS W W W
stEn SR am e uE
(s W, Ol e TRR TR
o | (TSI (U0 6 *E T O
% W, e gEes o A
ofifee cewrg o e o
T i g7 e o A e
e = W o Twd B =
& TF T G I AN #ﬁ-a.ﬁ
fefves = g = mefhe =@ )




yerEg efSrae

mmwmmwwlawmmﬁaﬁ

=3 BT OAE SO g TR e BT o
wﬁw.ﬁsﬁmﬁwﬁﬁm:ﬁemﬁﬂu

A (ol T R :
; @A 2 T 203

e ST

s %

ey WE (rre afiw e oA TEE SEE sffer |
mmewmmmﬁmmmﬂw
m|msﬁsﬁﬁmm:muﬂﬁmmw
WWWMWWWW(MWE’:
8 coinree =T 3oTS Wt SHTE AACE AT | A TS
T geTele SR S W oy fof wmeTe @
TfGTF G, TE FOM © MR FFTT CTHRIES TG 41
& e afere dmveay off N, SfEEE TR e, A
mm%mﬁﬁﬁwmmm
wrs | ST FwEEy TFeTyl BET S S
mfiwmwmmtmmqﬁmwﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁa
rare =/ W TeE w9l @) Fee HiE (3s) TnEeE weE
Wmmw@ﬁhmmﬁﬁaﬁwﬁm
FEATR TR S0 ST Gete ) ef e B e S
fraf® Ffs =(a | TRRPCER PR AT AR ST ST
qwﬁsmmmmﬂwmqﬁmm
famrm s HoTo o wiew wem B e wiven car fafbe
T 3 | FES WO 23 R SHIE TR HE SR A
wivere fiwra (a0 | R 6T ST 6 AT W, TS
SeTEE e O 4 g %% T o W Cs WE (5 oW
Ay wER TS T SUCEAl Wy S P um O

Y G R0Y

m N3 (TrEE) Fermret

TR (AR BreEE S TR e A
WWWF [q%gm w%ﬂhmm
(URETE @ | T TeiEe et [e e oA S
T a1, wfeaE 7 | T wmm, o1 i SRR N
5% J0E | TOISeT TTY THWIOE (58T B | WA A
faafs efir®i= 7eeme | (Ao WWE A TR CTETReEE FEH

| AT | SRR (TR S (R A

FrEwEE o 9% e e (% = AhE e G SR
mmazmq%mamm'mm'mwm
mmmwmwmmmoﬁmmm
s HT o (TR R SR, T 2R e el
o s N G ) WS I R AT e ) e

&Wmﬁaﬁﬁ.muﬁ:wmwmwmﬂwﬁ e
Wﬂﬂuﬂ@ﬁmmmmmmmuﬁwmw
m&mmmMmﬁwwﬁwWMmmmm
(T IR | 68
ol S R
C&W@wmmmﬁmﬂamﬂﬁwa%mm*tﬁmmmﬁﬂ
S0 R G S A (RO (TR 8 O ol SiCeel o+ e

B 4 SRR 377 Akt BE

Cra T8 Sy ofm e «iffais wwm
(B3 4 O o7 T Sy SLaTe o7 | s Wil (o) B o
O sl (o | M (ewane e Fen o anws R
0 4 WA 05 | F <o e et w, I e (e SR
T A1 I RO 00 T | TR ISR e o g e
%7 AT SRy S | T TR (T S A S A
WWWWWM|Wmﬁ@mqﬁwmm
w3 | g < Smars 31 (<) s T wE A See e
IS WA YD S R Qo S0 A e | i
4 e

2D G 0y

TS ST TS TR AP T R () ol @ o
#|wamﬁmmmm|%m
Wﬁii!mmmﬁmmﬁwggm'mm
T @ T T S, @ e W fef At Bt o
A A T AT 1P oI A AT T T 7 2

abargs o amyey w-FE e YT (I I

TR afiwe
faifbea TaE=
fRaafar o

e oY

YRWE SPER R Fem
s frfrera wfem (et (go)
a9 8T FEE W (e |
g e TerEeE  TWE
TEfe CTem &Y (9 6%
T A EmiE W
fies  @fi| @z
BomEnT 2 SRS WY WS
e B o gf8 =fes
e @t (e =16 Werm ww
F51 &fiEs FE TS | GWE
& §5AE #F (U0 wiegE R
T TEHE T S JLHE |
ToT% TEE e SISTEE!
TS WA T WS ()
ffer g Eefmgm faaat P

T | .

T A ¢ e A
3@ w Ty, 4 wfiE om
W-Wﬁﬁﬁtu‘ 'ﬂiﬁﬁﬁ
it e YW MeEnE e
BEATS WO STE CHrEE
[ AL | S G LT M
figrs | Fee wifitm st
HEA | Whe SiE0 w0,
U B itEE O
AEPTE HF I T N
BT (| R s (g0l (AT

38 |

G 23 T o3l
b ED 3800 '

FE5 BRI TIE (AN TEYE IR
L (I A YR W
T e e Wy o o R
¥ o TER W A W
wfers R (@) SFR, ¥
A GO e e
wEE [y Ee & e e R
T R | G TRE A, T
Ffiw T (40 (RIS TP
wofeem frfT s wRet R
WY RS I T AW 1=
G S A O A
wes W 4 WeE R G
om U T SfEa

(NS (581 9 %S O W

mey T awE el oE
bt Fiwe BT TR 3 T
wE W 2 B, SO o7 (0
fof oo e | B e
yEEE w3 W, d
o e e

T 4FE € A TN A,
o 14 BT W (OO O
G TETaes B (REE 2R

oot A SAE | D (e e

AT (AT =LA




st Aoy
| BI : M do STHIF Y8
ug Dhaka : Wednesday 24 June 2026

Wwﬁ oo |

w fagrea  wEERTr  eerann
- ot WieE e 9, weafearre  efm TEEE
fufira T =TS T wferU WHLE LS blawc
STEEte el B w2 aewis QT e e
SRETEeY erefed W¥ weT W Sfedd dREE 4 y

- | AR R T 202
-2 L | ko 72 BENETRE

FrET «EW vTeT wfem wees STt fifEe gie T e e
=a fEnm or oT [T TROTE TN w9 WEE | 9N
WQWaWﬁ%mW = (10%) TR Rt
Feeficaes “famaes i1 (5314
T BT CRTE TS WeW VR 5 9 SR
weriTte Bo-sffe =i (fef) Term Seeg aam)
SFGT FER AW, ST S S0 e s SR s
EIEE (A7S OS5 oifgy fifes s Y ywetes
T peuml = el wemmm gaen e s am
ANEs TR AT I G 9T W (RS SeeTeTE
yEtE ¢ FEes g ot g TETeR OIE e 9
AGTEIE e g (1 wearge iR 1o e wE
“ifer T, WhaTe oEeEE B Wow e e ov BF
W:mﬁwmwwwmﬁamwmmﬁm
forem @32 T3 wie B SmreEeeE 2u e candy e
fioma anfee fagem | @ S5 Feres 3w =1 1R o9 TEIRE 4W
TEISAT] S8-2¢ TS WA FE To7l FE FEA | ey T
IR ffes war wfeTs s SR (SEEE R R
t v o fefers zoens TEs @ q¥ fe oy, @b
BIoE Was WETE ST A9 EEIHT T T e




mﬁmwmm o
mmmwmaﬂM$%m«
%wmmﬁwmmwﬁmﬂg

m@gﬁmma

w»awmmumm%mm;

T | 4 R WG S T 5
Bz o wra o cr o W, SRR

o ey e

B T e B WawE e
ﬂmmmwwhwméhw*

T e T ey -~

AR SRR T S Y, A .

T R S S e T e

wwhm?yﬁrmmﬁi
1 979 Sbr

e wrm S wfeT Terw ﬁm

- T et e B o o

R B T
IR IR e T 1 , 5
FWﬂMMM«MHmmm
CRIT & Tgw 116T% I |

> (S (T m@mw‘r—mﬂ

nﬁmmmm$mmmmmmm

wwmmmmmwmmmm
m@mwmm;mww
mﬂ“ Mﬂ"fqmﬁwl
ﬁﬂ!ﬁbmtmmm
WWMWW
TEmEwE
ﬁmmmﬁmWWMWmm
AT AT e e5TeE 5% = we
3 R et i T Wy ww S,
PEPIR M TR (WA T I A
DY IRAR ($7S SR T W ew e T
gmwﬁmnﬁﬂmwwﬁ

MG 7 4Rke an s w T WA

ﬁmub@wm

3@%116&63
sfgaEa o9 ==
JIEATAI 4

amﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Tofem @oa G &
TN AT YF ZECEA|
| oI e
(on) dEtme #@F a6 T2
G o BN W S
s EEREte a3
Treliels #ona wafRs AF
Wi FEren I I B
BN ¢ wEWAl O @
247 BfS0 ST SToFe ASE
i N =
ToroEe AR IS S
WEH| TG O TIENEE TP
vmmwmmﬁmm

il
mﬂh sz SET
AT

wE=

et bR o] S TETE | S A

(FC Gioo YD & I 15 ITEF
T W gaia ol wms oEE
Tofen 3t =veens Bieonda

S 9 G ABlS
UFLoH| TS T 9o T I &
wmmﬁmmwm&%wm

" g« |

Y 90 mmmmﬂ@w
| QwﬂﬂmmmﬁMHﬁWNWMJ

)8\') |'

mmm -

I T SHEaE wifaen w@e ewo
el s o)l te Bonp e leue ]
mﬁ@Wﬂhﬁmﬁmﬂm

mmwmmmmeMwm
mmw%mmmwmmwmw

WIAHS 7293 BEF| FFERG
mmwmwMWMam
ﬁwmwﬁwm% “

| GFoE
frfie aded Beem e O
[GEREIRG D

e T mam) ofsmy oie @R




Wmm

FA T | LT T WAL NG

FIACHE ﬁﬂ]‘@m

ﬁ “ '_
t wwsem Eo_ﬁ 203t

BIaT : (AGEE 38 TEE 3890
Dhaka SundayZSIuneZO%

(o) aTCR mﬁmﬁ
fofa wwey o WEE @ @R
CoEm e |

e UG SR Tt

ﬁﬁﬁxﬂﬂfﬁfﬁm—ﬁ
Qo e ;
e Rmere e feTort =@

B! BEE wERE (8¢) TO T
R W W ﬁ‘ﬂ_t(*ﬁ At
AT (@A 01T BT el A
e e o cuTE i Beg SEre |
TeTEd U JeeE i s 3Em
(Ao FTTeR TIPITEE WU (2 A |
forareg AR (oI,
Ffaare T TS T AT (40 (o T T
Fofi 20w a3 (SIS (uUF ™ # 0
ﬁﬂﬁimﬂﬁwwwmm
T T TR SR (U e AT
o | aere FofR we afd A Em o
wmmw«smﬁm
W s o s | et 9ae o
o1 W AT A, ARSI 4
T P fETerins 97 biEe WEE T
T (0 @0 TR | Praifes =0o! et
o fraes e ﬁwmimm

L L e 1 S —

DA

mﬂo'ﬁ 2090

TR
@ FACE A
8 1 (o T

(I (5| 4% (ITE il SoArE
o o= ionfE & 7= TR O
THT I G99 FEEEE (@
a | FIE WER YR < WER
uE GEE, SEAehEd &0
AR (SAIER TeeE T
AT TIE & AR WA
a7 alferudia #




AT 8- 3fe5

3899, b T 2030

S o we

TR F A

el e
- TR A S

& oS Fret
e (o (e gEesE

ofewm wm-pfrn g fon

FTEYA (W A 3 TEY
b & i §5% s 39
e wfme el s
TFCT | S N WOR =
o wfem e R
(ST ST ST R |

seem IwE wE A
SR AT (Y e
eI 4 T G OTEs R
e @ o8 Rem mre o

(e fRfers @ a=E AW

fafere ﬁmm e 158
(AT AR o TR
- gI%E Tenlh FFAA (0% 3 TR
i 9 S SO 371 SRTE |
il S b o8 w0 T @
s arr (e TR TRl R
SRR Fa o fE

RIS

STV ¢ G 2038
23 7579 800

wmmﬁrmﬁamﬂmmmwmmﬁm q

ﬂﬂw M @RS 1 Q G 2030 |

Wcﬂe&ﬁawmﬁ

-mnﬁmv
ﬂﬁtﬁ@#ﬁﬁmwmmwm

- [ENE 4T of (BN T MU AR

%y wifE qEe SRR
Ff5ra] BN | FelEaine GrorT BRETE
frcaten, e At A9d of @
AR GAT ECHEATS T A I 2
5G9 WTHIE ST (S1E T

stapte e oE oW @ FE
s GiR fifeE ¢ FEm TEE @7
wﬁ%mmmm

1

e e e, P of (8 IS
7 55 T24 AR TG ﬂﬁﬁﬂmﬁm
wWH T
MWMWMW
wiffF FAEH ToreT| Adhea desr
o bAfS IgER AR A9 o (B
CITED 2 o8 o OF 4e FHEd 719
B &

ffor =l SiEe @AW (I9AW
syiaE) W Frafere 3Ty am
wo W9 (¢ BF IBAT T FE
s Wity suree foq ot Age « fREmm
AT P RS T | aw T R
sy fom 4T o1 W IEEEEE
Bl (RewE 497 FAEITE T TH
7% SEE|

cAfer Tt =W, 2% A 752 wee TuA

8¢ |

1 (FE SIS Sl YR 4IRS oS 8
WA I FAGEE 7O A A o
qfes Zae| @ WIEE WEEE S 4
@S FHIA AT @i @fewel
(A | ©18 GFA THIE T4 (O FTE COI0E0
aam, TR Y03 [ 97 R
ffad @ D AEEAT qd W
fifss s Wi w=E fof)

CFEIETTEE T (40 TEe il = 7,
4T (3T & S0TT (ST WA Fwria @@
T TG (2 FedT Z TS T | 9F2
F WP 7 (@ qifes zaw RN @H e
P (T TS @32 TEEeEale
zif¥e BafErrrs B 34T T |

FEm ACHEA Eremie M 99 5,
B A9 o (FH AEAEEAE G
AT 94 a2 @ e R e
@ 51 % 50 e A TAsE
Wi =wmm &g AREE O AEEY $6E
R gzEa SID CArEeT 91 %A |

HeAT HCA B fare (FuEEe
e (1. wEE e, T4 eI @
mﬁ,wm I,
TR TRl SA5E A AR
T @y @ TEA 8 B GEE
@i, SR TN CPENETE AEE
T A WEE TgAvE,  bigl
e =5 Afon wels wwme
A G4 WA 1. @S
fafea wethma @omT




iﬁ{'*‘m _._ 38 T 3BOY
Dhs#a * Sunday 7 June 2026

Bio1E (TSI =E e Rrers =t mﬁﬂmﬁﬁwmaﬁwmmﬁfam

wwwﬁmaﬁi
WW (MG T SR

HWCTW@TWHWW
A | GIEE ATeREd EaEa
areay Ao

Tax oE ii?:'ﬁl eristFe:
froErs € (UrENAl R
feee GgTe SEAF SHFE
siferst  caTemIw w @ TR
SFAAR T FoLEG WA
e Aterr g (afE) s
RSN CHEE NS A
{414 H]

PH SRR A R
ke A ware) oz =0
T SHEE A0S FeE TR
feg s wdtom wfe
(CTE FoH 3y T bk HESD
B0 TAE oU WET 9
e a6 | EBIETS
wfrer WG AeE Teew
GFFE A4y ADemE
ffTDE SEYE! (40T OF e
Wy &, @fes Fmf emam
ﬂﬂfﬁfiﬂsa‘ﬁﬁ-&wm
tan @ e webun wa s
T AT SR FEEEE
0 B A AR |

e BT e Y
aacr R o O 1 T
wifa @ @ w@ AeeE
RIS Wt T e afi
SfSET FE AEE, FEF
T GRS I qe
e EEE TTHE wnE
T | WAEAR Ay e
wwwe wAfarery s gt

FAYAE  WMEDT A

WTER A, 3034 T WTF
0% TRALEE S FE G
oz =@ v foafes wEE
AT I @ B | Wk
IEE  (F @Y e
SRS B0l FALE | I
BTG (AT F, TGS (FeTIe]
<426, ZITe I GIaT HLeT TS

ﬁ-:-wmmﬁ|
R 3w, amw
mnﬁeﬁmmaﬁ:mm%

<itra EBE T fem Ie
B fire 2i1E e o faw
TE] WELE 49F A B
e ' T8 WA S
A, Ve TEA OMTE W
Ao 43 FELEE e

wﬁﬂmmmﬂm_

Eﬁf@wﬁmamﬁmﬁmﬁv

RIBTE T o wrere wEerE
oy s @A faome o
G A Tun wm
e e s e o
BB Z(ATE Uhe WEET 11
fof wfgrs i o S%
e FATE-CF TIF FTH @0
o weww fel oW,
‘WrTEIE G018 W TETE T
GEES o o T e
frterer sinam famer 2o 1E e
qIBLAe B WEAR TR
FEAT | IHWER A
(@9 =g farme

wifey WEE "N WEe
dfve @Ey, ‘Tew am @fn
[ i M o (T
Wt | T FETTTE Suiifen
qETg T vl T S
s fon Ficrme =2
e afiewm 5fe e
selare AFEE wE oA, W
T A TS S Ae
G SR e % |

o7 fawuy Wl aree

B NERTE S () G
7Y BN A0, T s
S AT F - qeuW T
AT o 4EE  sEeoE
sfemifer =ty FF S5 =
TR | FEAE A e
3%%@@@ s




BT 8 {3(5

e _
2 {79 3809, 8T 0%

~ o -
MAFMT AR gpRE wHy mhHe

G 1l b G 20%0 |

T

s .

P

e farsere e @ |

arse ST GEE o SR wfea v ¥ o108 s e firs P cres el @R | afean aeem

Fow ofeff

o IeEE Tiwe FeTE Gaetm e
a0 Rivafaen om FHT-arrE 2mee
wied Gioe Sy FEE 2" &% 995 T4
GG 3 U0 | AT i SHEE TR
creREE wiiee B FER ke afea
Q@ TP clew wEw | oTRa e, wivE o=
o =S TuE B TR o b 2@ TGl
| IBHE AGHEAE ¢ BITEE 98 &%
e o TG Afem by BRe Fémem @l
TS TR PO Jg MO Al

IIFAIE

% v
&% FeE ek




YICE 84l

R - m T 7 2030
. 2@ (oY 3899, b & 2038 S — " _l 3 28 Sgoe
S — o e

o[t MR A (@A Al

= g 2 A1 AT 71 TR TR 0 PR A aﬁw
e S0 oo AT TS R | e TR -3 d C<F [y

AR T (SR (I ST BN FAHTOE WY TS | W T IR .
T AE (RN SR S | GO A AT e ST g e wie s | IR e

are ¥ T R e e e AT w4 W B e aerE o G
fars ity R T v GEer TEE o o | S R qam et afirene
oI § TR GEEE TR G WfFe  gEed) afely e SREE 6 ) T e Wew war
ESE WA DT SN @ WAt (o offer-2-a aE BT W, M . Rrwre aes smen
W5 | & IR I FHS T AME Ay T L A WA R W oy @ e

Big cwrres S T W WHE, FEE

g sfadial FH0F A OMRCE GF vy .
T O T [TV-S § T T FHHre R e

AR S TwEny EE e

o “ATER AT |
wF a%o@ fmm  ameEE
T G (RER)

! : (e Ao -a3 I
TUESDAY. JUNE 9, 2026, i W | wrE m“mﬁ.w
" - e . U G & 4 9D A
y BEEE % A4S
uiermg wferare, o= WER
G A R PR T
389 TF HAffws sefipe
A2 EDEEE AN SN
At rem @l waz Tt
Meals  HfRTNY  w=@ o oW
fTanfg =fefim Gemm Ba-
“fem FRAR T o9 T
e, dfiare WH o S
I WET (40T AR (FEw
T |
FAME  qAEFE @S-SER
WIS T T s W
HEF AN TN A S
Al (o R =
&= (= 85 fars Ao 65
ffebe’, = e

e’ @9 ‘endEe (ETH
fAfire'-gg == TE-
& ﬁﬁ\mﬁ'ﬁwﬁﬁiﬂmi
A O (A TS TR
(o e ofE AvrEs ey
(A W BAER T 9w W
Y GF2 T T GRS FO
-1z | fauals Fiee =03 (soshs
P fRen afths 8-
A FHEER ETEE T

e '1'."7"‘.7:? —~— g

Pt o "

A, Tt
(ETETE T S FE 96
HEE (EHE (7

G, e M T FEEl
% wWE TE v 8 &/H
G o FEUR FENF

TTAT WA A AAIAT
wrdE e = IAme

SRS (9 e (A3 9

TS JEF6 JHT TIE ?

i

The Bangladesh Trade Union Centre holds a rally with demands, including the reinstatement of the
uniawfully sacked workers, in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka on Monday. — New Age photo
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RMG workers block

TUESDAY JUNE 9,2026,.

Dhaka roads for hours

Staff Correspondent

TRAFFIC choked = Dhaka
roads for up to two hours on
Monday, causing immense
suffering for commuters, as
garments workers from dif-
ferent factories took to the
streets over sudden layoffs
and unpaid wages at Mo-
hakhali and Rampura.

The protests _emerged
after a series of RMG fac-
tory closings and layoffs oc-
curred across the industrial
hubs following the Eid-ul-
Azha holidays.

The blockades halted
vehicular movements and
caused huge traffic conges-
tion in sweltering heat, leav-
ing commuters stuck on the
roads for hours.

About 300 workers of
Nassa Mainland Garments
blocked Mohakhali-Tejgaon

road in Dhaka for due ar-
rears and benefits, bringing
traffic to a standstill for two
hours,

The disruption spread to
adjacent areas, paralysing
traffic during peak hours,

Tejgaon Industrial Area
police - station officer-in-
charge Mahbubur Rahman
said that the workers began
the demenstration by oc-
cupying the road at about
4:30pm and left the road at
about 6:30pm.

‘The protesters gathered
on the Mohakhali-Gulshan
link ' road and the road in
front of the Mohakhali bus
terminal, leaving hundreds
of vehicles stranded in both
lanes of the road eretLhmg
from Mohakhali to Satrasta,’
he said.

The protesters said that
the factories had remained

at Kachukhet

Staff Correspondent

WORKERS on Taesday
blocked a road in Kochukhet in
Dhaka's Mirpur area to protest
ﬂmdmtdagmemshfac—
tory, while layoffs and shut-
downs at several readymade ment
gnum:tfndnimaﬁu‘&dﬁ.l}*

ers initially formed a human
chain onone side of the road to
protest the closure of Uniform
Textiles Ltd in Kochukhet,

spread to the other side of
the road, bringing traffic to a
standstill.

Traffic movement re-
mained disrupted for more
than an hour before i
tonar:miaﬁerlawen&me-

agencies persuaded the
warkers to leave theroad.

Meanwhile, workers of Al
Muslim Group, Texas Dresses,
Nassa Mainland Garments and
Uniform Texdiles Ltd staged pro-
tests and blocked roads in Sa-
var, Rampura, Tejgaon and the
Mirpur-Kochukhet area follow-
ing factory closures or layoffs
between June 6 and Thesday:

Mahmud I-hmd!he Khan
Babu, president Bang-
ladesh Garment Manufactur-
ers and Exparters Association,
told New Age that each of the
four factories was facing a dif- partners
ferent problem and that the as-

closed since Eid and the
authorities promised to
resolve the issue but their
salaries for May and other
allowances remained un-
paid.

Mahbubur said that the
vehicular movement was
normal in the area after the
protesters left the road.

In another incident,
hundreds of Texas Dresses
Limited workers blocked a
road in Dhaka's Rampura
for over an hour on Monday
afternoon, alleging that 147
workers had been laid off
without prior notice, with-
out clearing outstanding
dues, and without following
mandatory legal procedures.

They took position in
front of the Bangladesh Tel-
evision building at Rampura
at about 12:00pm, blocking

one side of the busy Mali-

bagh-Rampura-Badda road.

They had not received
last month's salary despite
receiving Eid bonus, protest-
ers further said.

Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police’s traffic divi-
sion  assistanl commis-
sioner for Rampura zone
Asaduzzaman said that
higher officials held talks
with the demonstrators and
cleared them from the road.

Worker representatives
subsequently proceeded to
the Department of Labour
for further negotiations, he
said.

“Traffic was dlsmpted for
approximately more than an
hour and the protesters left
the road at about 1:40pm.
The situation is now nor-
mal and vehicles are moving
freely on Rampura road,’ the
traffic uﬂic;al added.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2026, .

sociation was closely monitor-
ing the sifuations,

He said that the bank ac-
counts of Nassa Group had
been frozen and reqﬂ
the to partially
mmmﬂmtmrm
could receive their dues.

He added that the layoffs
at Texas Dresses had been car-
ried out in accordance with
labour laws and that workers
would receive their entitle-
ments accordingly.

Reganding Al Muslim
Group, he said that the associ-
ation had scheduled a meeting
to examine whether the pro-
cess had complied with legal

"o sl sei that Usiform
Textiles had been shut down
because of disputes among its

‘Facmclmumm'layoﬂu

o85

RMG workers block road

are normal business proce-
dures, provided they comply
with the law. Howevar, if there
is any violation, we will take
action,’ he said.
MdKaﬂ]Udd.in.add:iﬂmal
inspector general (in-
]ufiheh:dustnslh

fh'aydacgodaﬂmmhalprmlva
the disputes.

Kazi Ruhul Amin, a central
leader of the Trade Union Cen-
tre, said on Monday that sever-
al hundred workers had been
unable to return to work after
Eid because factory owners
had shut down the facilities.

He called on the govern-
ment to take immediate
steps to ensure that the af-

fected workers could re-

turn to their jobs.
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The Socialist Party of Bangladesh brings out a procession with several demands, including a people-friendly national budget. in
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Workers of NASA Garments stage a mmndin:anuing payment of their outstandin i

T g wages by blocking the main
to the Tejgaon Industrial Area in the capital yesterday. Later, they marched to Purana Paltan ::u mouglded the Der;:dr;::;tmt '
Inspection for Factories and Establishments, demanding immediate action on their wage grievances. PHOTO: MEHEDT HASAN

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026,

The National Garments Workers Unity holds a rally, demanding the reopening of Sangu Tex Ltd unit 2, in front the National Press
Club in Dhaka on Wednesday. — New Age phato
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1,800 in limbo as 2 Gaznpur
factories shut down

Mommm, -HAQUE

The authonues uf Unique Washmg &
Dveing and Unique Designers Ltd -- two
factories in Board Bazar, Gazipur — have
announced permanent closure due to
financial difficulties and other challenges,
leaving around 1,800 workers anxious and
uncertain about their future,

Mohammad Khalilur Rahman,
additional superintendent of police of
Gazipur Industrial Police, confirmed the
matter on Monday.

A settlement on the payment of
outstanding wages and other dues was
reached at a tripartite meeting between
workers and management on Sunday at
the office of the Superintendent of Police
of Industrial Police-2, Gazipur.

The meeting, t.hatred by Mohammad

“Hossain, superintendent _of
police ofiIndustrial Police-2, Gazipur, was
attended by Industrial Police personnel, the
Department of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments (DIFE), and the Department
of Labour. Managing Director Farid Ahmed
represented the factory owner, while
leaders of different labour federations and
workers’ representatives also joined.

ASP Khalilur Rahman said, “At the

meeting, it was informed that the factory
has remained closed since June 16.
Both parties agreed on several decisions
regarding the payment of workers' service
benefits, outstanding wages, and other
legal entitlements,”

Under the agreement, workers will
receive the remaining 15 days' wages
for April and 18 days' wages for May.
Officers and employees will also receive all
outstanding salaries.

Workers will also receive notice pay
equivalent to 30 days’ basic salary and
service benefirs at the rate of 20 days’ basic
salary for each year of service. Maternity

PIFAIA
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i Feipia G AfaEn | ToelE HIOW (2 FEg A |
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benefits, accrued leave payments,
resignation benefits and money deposited
in various funds will also be paid after
verification.

All owutstanding payments will be
settled in a single payment on July 27.

Billal Sohag, a worker, said, “Around
1,800 workers were employed in these two
units. With the sudden closure, we have
been left in dire straits.”

“We have heard that our dues will be
cleared on July 27, but we are still worried
about whether we will actually be paid,” he
added.

Shafiul Alam, president of Gazipur
Metropolitan unit of the Bangladesh
Garments and Industrial Workers
Federation, said, “The crisis over arrears
and benefits was resolved through
tripartite discussions. The management
chase to permanenly close the factory
instead -+of resuming operations. As
such, hundreds of workers have become
unemployed with a bleak future ahead.”

“The June 21 agreement did not
fully ensure the overdue benefits and
compensation under labour law, depriving
the workers of their rightful entitlements,”
he added.
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Labour rights body calls for
ScCrapping TIN rule

The rule places undue

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

e Bangladesh Institue  of Labour
Studivs (BIT ) has urged the 2overnment
10 withdray  the Proposed  mandatory
Faxpayer leniificarion Number (TIN)
Feguirement foy vpening bank aceounis,
saving it wanl IMOse an unnecessary
barricr  fr  mipi s ol Tow ineome
Workers,

I'he lahour rigghis arganisation made
the recommendation ab a press briefing
on workers' fair share in the national
budget o FYZ27, held at the National
Press Club in Uhaka on Friday, according
‘013 press release,

BILS Viee ¢ hairman Anwar Hossain
Chaired the briciing, Executive Direcior
Sved Sultan i \hmmed delivered the
bpening remarks, and Deputy Director
of Rescarch vy mirul Islam presented the
Dudger review g recommendations,

The organisation said the proposed
budger ncludes higher allocations

for social proteciion, healthcare  ang
emplovment b faj)s short ol acddy ssing
several kv concerns allecting  the
country’s labour foree,

\ecording 1o B S, the proposal in (e
Finance Bill K26 1o make 2 laxpayes
ldentification Number (11N) mandatory
for opening bank accouns places an
unnecessary burden on workers in the
informal secror, many of whom have ligge
ar no taxable income bt need ACCCSS 10
formal ban hing services jo receive wages,
8AVE THONCY and arcews Imancial products,

The oreanisation also criticised the
budget  preparation process,  saving
representatives of the country’s roughly
75 crore workers were not adequately
consulied despite being among  (he
largest stakeholders in the economy.,

1o make the budget more inclusive,
BILS placed a 15 point proposal hefore the
BUSCrunen,

Besides Withdrawing
requirciment for

the T
workers opening bank

burden on informal se

accounts, it called for establishing an
institutional lramework for democratic
praclices in budge lormulation  and
cnsuring  (he inclusion of workers’
representatives in he process,

Sﬁrunglln.-niug the Ministry of Labour

and - Employment through  jncreased
budgetary allocations was another key
proposal.

BILS says pProposed budget
falls short of addressing
several key concerns
affecting the labour force

The  organisation  alen urged  the
treation of 4 comprehensive digital
database of workers linked 1o the National
Identity Caid Shsient and the introduction
oF a “Workers' Card” [or unemployed and
vulnerable workers

Also among  (he recommendations
were implvnu-r.tin;; long term

cmplovment deneration plans, aligning

ctor workers, BILS leaders say

skills  development
Lbbour marker demand, bringine ali
workers under (he universal pension
scheme and expanding social protection
coverage lor low income we wkers,

BILS [urther urged the Sovernment 1o
establish fair price ragic mshops, specialised
heaitheare coenyreg and dormitories for
lemale worlers in industrial areas, while
adopting a concrele plan 1o modernise
andreopen closed stale owned and privage
indusirial on terprises.

Leaders of the labour rights body said
the natiemal budget would notl he Lruly
inclusive unless it helped improve the
living standards of millions of Working
People. They called on lawmakers angd
relevant  ministries g consider  thejy
Proposals belore the budget is linalised,

Leaders of BILS, national trade union
badics, as well as iprescilaives of laboyy
rights Organisations, researchers and
media representiativos were present at the
ovent.

Programines  with



AT R
EIS B

AT, 23 G 208,

TS (TS TRBIFI |

JIRETICACd

SR STt

FITHTA X % 7i&'€‘f[‘ﬁ“]
202y~ YIETHAE TGY(G :
wfaae amc”rr Sfefen alraEel A we
GETH vl-"r’.&ﬂ"l o) B 9T =

ﬁmm Wi

e ALATT W I GEEE e
q[EE SiAE ﬂfsﬁm qE WRAE GHT]
BT T “?L‘I’?T offs, wiRfor sz @
e es..aﬂﬂj ke e B o Al e
Ty =3 Tear o @ wRfed QA
TR FATE! w0y ALHY SEET HaW &

Y "]—e”.;-—|6 B ﬁﬂfﬂﬁ‘lﬂﬂﬂ
faftuii o 200 Qoas Aed HeoifEe &
e Y & 41 AT T T

SIS A (e SeEETE G Eihe
amy g [«rmlr-ﬂ. :w::'« 4
‘i.e:]f“]*‘ﬁf'ﬁ[ W Blame wahn A
SRS T leE ZER TP @ T4 TE
23] Y| SRHITTT oand FeT TIEN ?a
AREma el atdle gl QeI
fAated s W TEEHE A
TS ARALALAE (el @ifEw
AP T e e siEE
stagere fFremEe wm el
‘j::‘l,‘:f*“"n( STlemet sianed e, TiEE 8

AliEes wesl Miog T, Frasee e

AlEF a4 iz

BT

BT | <4 | 0 Fr dud s

S P
= sffer «ifem il g

AFIC FTrelT 9ren
ST ST
ST 2jare i<

e ﬁ%rqﬁa

A E E

_. 1‘

| AEh A W srmie

TS o e
==raew s 2ars
9 Hild s
b Sfien orepei 2
AR B AT )
e 4 u-..rlf‘m #ferw
e «ifese Trwiire) 42

a3

qge Geogcan diefer, GuEiEe wine g |
FCAa WRITE YE “ifEremaE Trsl Heilfae
= =R ‘

wwbie @ aifsl a wfHeuigs
TS Gl SlaqE HEP e e
dres, gueslta diead @itas wifdar
TEET 0T RTAE 9 (o o v wdnS
= T armm, s8 <uraa e Meime
STy ey T Te s g
e e 5| G 5 el Gl vz
wufaE ST 2TarE

FANGTN TEFAR (TS
(CeremarsER-arei Beaas) S
TG AT AEA, STERRE SAHIA 5
T T SRS AT S 4%l
FEd | SEdlew =W WER (SiFgde)
it S o Rl B R e e L M B
wigisl e G4z MmE ArF SEe T
Ers orE =a ) sl areis Siee sie
AT wF (B TE s

=, w5 T wfie T
fetae g, axwdi, 25 9 s e
wlugmas farals wuie] “48 o qrer 3o
e SFER A AT ceiarm feraa
AT R

sbie  wemfoy @t e
AMBEMHES = waw Ziuea (4em) (43
JEnEeE mw HEer e wirsw
SEBA  GEEE 3 dewmiared
IEEE IR i HiEW FIE
EIZAIG GET (e |

ssGife

EE R e (EnE o
DM T AN 6 emgsEn
W26 oTs =rlaeren ot s ,-r:]'rg -],

el (e amefess SEE & e

TR |

ARE H e

‘IS e
2N
--mTq i

[ SRR rFie
"-rllcs-lilgl {.r{'-f

AeHTs S g ame g
#ewfas el B oF qrdy
80 ik




HIMATE i-‘\ﬁ"
THE BUSINESS STANDARD TUESDAY 30.06.2026

Shipbreaking accidents rise in
first half of 2026, BILS calls for

stronger safety measures

ACCIDENT - BANGLADESH

 BANGRADERR % SHIPBREAKING - Accidents n
TBS REPORT %+ ACCIDENTS sarriun 10
. 0
Workplace accidents in Bangla- xg RISE ',T:::u]jfj:t;t;zﬁ '.
desh’s shipbreaking industry rose -t
sharply in the first half of 2026, with B 4 7 DAL
three workers killed and. 25 oth- F et
ers injured in 28 incidents, ki
according to a report by the * 2 s
Bangladesh Institute of La- yt
bour Studies (BILS). Seven at night
The figures represent g

a significant rise from =5
the same period last

year, when

resulted in one death and

16 injuries.

BILS presented the findings yes-
terday at the launch of its half-yearly
accident report

15 accidents

| SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

25 injured

Shipbreaking accidents rise

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
covering January to June at the
YPSA HRD Centre in Chattogram,
calling for stronger enforcement of
workplace safety measures in ship-
breaking yards,

The report said three workers
were killed, 10 were seriously in-
jured and 15 sustained moderate
injuries in the 28 accidents recorded
during the period.

It found that 21 accidents oc-
curred during daytime hours, while
seven took place at night. April re-
corded the highest number of ing-
dents.

Falling girders and other heavy
objects, crane, hook and wire-relat-
ed accidents, and gas and fire inci-
dents were identified as the leading
causes, accounting for nearly 8%
of all reported accidents,

Workers involved as cutters,
cutter helpers, crane helpers, wire
group workers, fitter men and load-
ing crew members were identified as
among the most vulnerable to work-
place accidents.

According to the report, the inci-
dents were mainly caused by unsafe
work practices, hazardous working
conditions, inadequate use of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE),
weak supervision and insufficient
safety training.

BILS recommended implement-
ing international safety standards
under the Hong Kong Convention
and International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) guidelines,

e |

The report also called for manda-
tory use of PPE, gas testing, permit-
to-work (PTW) systems, safe crane
operations, regular toolbox meet-
ings and emergency drills,

It urged regular safety training
for workers, the introduction of risk
reporting systems, increased invest-
ment in occupational safety, strict-
er enforcement of labour laws and
thorough investigations into every
workplace accident.

The report was launched at a
programme chaired by Tapan Dutta,
convener of the Shiphreaking Work-
ers Trade Umien Forum, and mod-
erated by BILS Chattogram Centre
Coordinator Fazlul Kabir Mintu,

Speaking as the chief guest, Si-
takunda Assistant Commissioner
(Land) Abdullah Al Mamun said the
shipbreaking industry played an im-
portant role in Bangladesh's indus-
trialisation and economic growth,
but ensuring workers' safety was
essential for its sustainable devel-
opment.

He expressed hope that the
BILS report would raise awareness
among shipbreaking vard owners,
workers and relevant government
agencies, leading to improved work-
place safety,

Other speakers stressed that
workplace accidents were preventa-
ble, saying a safe working environ
ment was a fundamental right for
workers and essential for improving
productivity and ensuring the in
dustry’s long-term sustainability.
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s5iic Workers Rights Network holds a rally in front of the National Press Club in the o apital on Saturday, protesting =t

'CE agai he: house helps in the country.
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WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR

When abuse is hidden
behind closed doors

Ixperts call [or ban as child domestic work
remains excluded Irom hazardous list

“ILIMVEA JAHAN
lespite mounting reports of abuse
ard eaploitation, child  domestic
vorl cmains  widespread  and
excluded Trom Bangladesh's list of
hazardous occupations lor children.
Medha moniloring data show that
l victims in at least six reported
cases of domestic worker abuse in
the first Inve months of this vear were
children, with documented abuose
including  murder, rape, wrture,
physical assault, and gractling labour
hevond children's physical capacity.
The RO recognises domestic work
i one of the most hazardous forms
! child labour under Convention No.
82 anud Recommendation No. 190,
ol Hangladesh has
el 4

iclenti } hazardous occupations
or children Inllowing ratilication of
he TLO comvention, the eéxclusion
ol child domestic work leaves an
estimated Lo million  chiidren
unprotected,  according 10 the

Pomesiic Workers Rights Neowork,
Meamwhile, the Domestic Workers
chion and Wellare Policy 2015,
which covers more than two million
domestic workers, remains l.u';_r{_-]}
unimpiemented.

\Mthough — domestic workers
have recently been recognised as
under the Bangladesh
‘et 2006, experts describe

1M

“wirkers”

the amendment as iluson progress.,
SUALE OFF ABUSE
2024 study, Sitwation of Child
Pomestic Workers in Dhaka City,
conducted by the Assodationfor
Social Development across 12 police
stations, revealed the scale ol abuse
and exploitation.
Surmveving 352 child  domestic
workers, 97 percent of them girls,

vater  or  buming  victms  witl
heated spatulas, persist
are  increasingly  using  modern
applianees 1o inllict deéep injuries
erbergsice o e-benminds thai caus
permanent  physica '
told this correspandent.

Fven more disturbing, she said, is
the caleulated nature ol some sexual
violence, allegedly designed o evadi

CITH N LTS

“Domestic child labour should not merely be
classilied as hazardous; it must be completely and
unequivocally banned.... Why should a child work
in someone else’s home?”

Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, exccutive director of Bangladesh Institute

ol Labour Studics

the study found that nearly half
experienced abuse, including
cxcessive workloads (3145 percent),
phavsical  imjuries (1847 percent),
beatings (8.23 percent), verbal abuse
(20.74 pereent), and sexual abuse (L7
percent).

Fahmida Akter, a lawyer at the
Dhaka Medical College One Stop
Crisis Centre, said the abuse is
becoming increasingly severe.

“While traditional forms of
violence, such  as  pouring  hot

detection. “In several  instances,
perpetrators  inllict  catastrophic
internal injurics, ensuring that signs
of assault remain hidden externally.”

Vheer said abuse olten besins with
deprivation, such  ax withholding
food or wages and cutting  oll
communication with family, belore
escalating  into physical  assaults
and. i some cases, lile-threatening
torture,

Wi only see these children when

TS B T
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When abuse is hidden behind closed doors

FIROM PAGE 16
hoey arrve 1 a ¢ritical, near |
ondition, or when a
in the media.”
| e stuchy also lound that nearty 60

el o o :llh'| clomuosiie w

nll

body  finall

[ wiorking

1 1 W
i 3 shifts, while older il
LY e .
\[n ' ( 1 k
R, 1 L]
riicid less than 1 SO0 and ondy 10
1ol e U (). About
el er recened wages
COLn - dlected }l\
PArCiils OF g Tkl .
TEGAL SIHITELDS A CONSOLATION
PRIZE
\bul Hossain, ac coordinator
Domestic Workers Rights
id onh tht chaplers
o apply 10 domestc
fom  of  assodation,
¢ il npensation, amd
CEsS Loy IaDOUT CORITLS
iallv, the enure chapter on
il labour protections and  agc
rosl ions has been excluded Tor
! wuscholds. As a result, the
national minimmum working age of
s Nl AppEy L domicsc work,

wing 1he weak 2015 poliey in place,
fiich allows children as voung as 12

emploved vnder the suise ol

ight work'.”
Describing  the  provisions  as
consolation  prize”, he said
children confined to private homes
snnotl exercise trade union rights,
hich require at least 20 members
mal documents such as
ypointment letters or identity cards
none of which domestic workers

s e

“The Labour Court does not rely
n verbal statements; it requires
written evidence. But these children
have no appoiniment letters or
ecords specilying their wages or
vorking hours,” he said, adding that
compensation frameworks designed
for industrial accidents fail to address
abuse such as burns and starvation,
CALL FOR ‘OUTRIGHT BAN'
With the 2030 SDG deadline (o
climinate child labour approaching,
\perts say stronger action is neededl.

laila Khondkar, convenor ol
Shishurai Shob, said placing domestic
work on the hazardous occupations
list 1% an urgent Lrst step.

“Inclusion of thisin the list will send
4 signal t sociery that child domestic
work is unaceeptable, The government
wmd non government  organisations,
epplovers, community members and
parents will have o pertorm their
‘csponsibilities Lo ensure that children
engaged  in hazardous  work  are

2V

gradually reintegrated with Tamilics
and have aceess Lo education and other
skills  development  opporiunitics,
which will give them an opportunity
to engage in decent employment in
future.”

Sved Sultan  Uddin - Ahmed,
executive dirvector of the Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies, calied for
an outright bhan.

“l’{?ﬂlld‘*wlli't'hi]il laboue shiotild! e
merely be classitied as Lazardous;
it  must be completey
uneguivocally banned,” he fold The
ailv Star. “Even one case is haritul
wrsociety. Why should a child work in
someone else’s home?”

e identiticd three key issues; weal
enforcement of justive, poverty, and
discrimination, perticularlhy agains
wirls.

*] encountered a case at PDACT
where a lather had not scea his
daughter in six years. He received Th
2,000 a month via mobile hanking,
completely  unaware  thai
heing systematically tortur

“With the amount of money sy
Lo eliminate ¢hiltd labour, uo child in
Bangladesh should have
outside vehabilitation.  Th
have simph been distributed without
proper impact,” by added, calling fon
a white paper to prevent [urthor vaste
and ensure the ehiective use ol Tunds,

And
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