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nothing?

BJMC executives retaining positions three
years after millclosure, while around 70,000

employees laid off

! MD SHAHNAWAZ KHAN CHANMN

| Crescent Jute Mills, located at Khalishpur

{ in Khulna district was the second largest

| jute mills in terms of area and production

capacity. Three years ago, the massive 113
acres premises of the mill used to remain
vibrant with thousands of workers and
officials.

However, like all other state-run jute
mills, this mill was shut down in 2020,
leaving more than 2,000 workers jobless.

Many locals also got affected indirectly
by this move. Abdul Malek, owner of a
local grocery store, said, “Three years ago,
I never imagined that I would not get any
customers. The labour quartersare empty
now. There are only mill officials here who

A.Bi)l’ll RASHID

| scheme, Weah.illmtahlon!y-
. 200300 officials at BJIMC to
f monitor the le;u_ietl out mills.

ABDUR ROUF
Secretary of mmlszryai jute and wcﬂk:.

sometimes come to my shop. I have been
struggling to run my business.”

Infact, the once vibrant neighbourhood
has become a deserted place as most of
the workers who lost their jobs in 2020
left Khalishpur. However, around 300 of
its officials are still living on the factory

premises.
Unlike the labourers, they are getting

full benefits from the government, such

as regular salaries, accommodation
in officers’ quarters and various other
amenities.

Former workers who still live in the area
said these officials are getting salary for
doing nothing. However, BIMC claimed
that these officials are guarding valuable
assets of the corporation,

Golam Kabir, chairman of BJMC, said,
“We have engaged all of our officials in
maintaining the property and monitoring
the .tender process. So far, we have
published four tenders to reopen the
mills.”

“Our officials are protecting more than
1,300 acres of real estate and numerous
infrastructure. The claim that they are

being paid without any job is baseless,” he’

added.

In fact, BJMC has been maintaining
hundreds of workers who, with all the
factaries closed, apparently do not have
any job to do.

For instance, there are 10 officials

o4

in the production section at the BIMC
heéadquarters.

When this correspondent visited BIMC
headquarters at Motijheel at 11:00am on
Monday, six of the officials were absent.

The situation was the same for their
marketing department. There are around
25 officials in the department but only
a handful of them were present in the
office.

When this was pointed out to the
chairman, he said, “As there is no
production, our officials mostly do
various administrative tasks. Some of us
work with the procurement department
as well.”

At present, BJIMC's total manpower is
2,517 officers and employees, When all the
factories were closed indefinitely in 2020,
BIMC sacked more than 70,000 workers
(permanent and taempomry) overnight
on the grounds of recurring financial
loss but retained all of its officers and
administrative staff.

Many of them are based in the mills,
zonal offices and training centres. The
corporation has been spending crores to

In the last fiscal, BIMC spent Tk 140
crore for officials’ salaries. BIMC suffered
a financial loss of more than Tk 250 crore
and most of its budget went into paying
off salary, maintaining the closed mills,
estates and machineries.



employ the former wo

PRESENT STATE OF FORMER
WORKERS

While the officials are enjoying a well-
paid and carefree life, more than 15,000
mmyettbmthmduesahnﬁ
and benefits from BIMC, even three years
after the lay off.

BJIMC has not paid a single penny to
1,000 temporary workers of five jute
mills - Khalishpur Jute Mill, Daulatpur
Jute Mill, Jatio Jute Mill, RR Jute Mill and
KFD Jute Mill.

Around 4,000 permanent workers of
different jute mills also did not get their
due benefits and salaries due to spelling
mistakes in their credentials and pending
courl cases against them.

Many workers are spending miserable
lives in the slums near the jute mills with
the hope that someday they will get their
money.

Abdur Rashid, one such worker of
Khalishpur Jute Mill, said, “ have worked
seven years at the mill. I was supposed
to become a permanent worker, Now for
the last three years, I have been pulling
a rented rickshaw-van and sometimes |
work as a day labourer.”

‘Wimlg)mthemﬂl.meoﬂiaals

say our has been blocked by the
minismramnwﬂlbemleased before Fid.
Mt,thatﬁdmmhme he said.
many ‘workers are also
"wlthﬂmeh@et!moneda} the
government will reopen the l;lilis and re-

Pbcpmandlabuurleadmhzw" pressec
concern over BIMC's indifference towards
workers and their role in mnpening the
mills,
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Child traffickmg mostly occurs
m n country of origin: IOM report

Most child trafficking
incidents occur within the
country of origin where
friends and family are
involved in some way, says a
new global report of the
International Organization
for Migration (IOM).

According to the report,
over 56.9 per cent of the
identified child victims had
been trafficked within their
country.

On the other hand, more
than 51 per cent of child vic-
tims reported involvement
of friends and family in their
recruitment into trafficking,

Family and friends play

an important role in the

recruitment of children in
countries where either wide-
spread or localised extreme
poverty is common.

Child victims trafficked
for sexual exploitation were
more likely to be trafficked
internationally, while child
victims trafficked for forced
labour were more likely to
be trafficked domestically.

Those from countries at
higher risk of disaster and
climate change vulnerability
had 1.12 times the odds of
being trafficked as children
compared to adults, but
when there was a disaster,
child victims had a hi
chance of being trafficked
domestically rather than
internationally.

The report titled: From
Evidence to Action: Twenty
Years of IOM Child
Trafficking Data to Inform
Policy and Programming
found in cases of interna-
tional trafficking, child vic-
tims were mostly trafficked
to neighbouring, wealthier
countries, with a smaller
number being trafficked to

distant wealthy regions.

It was produced through
collaboration between the
IOM and the Francois-
Xavier Bagnoud Center for
Health and Human Rights
at Harvard University

reported by children (58.9
per cent), followed by psy-
chological and physical
abuse (56.3 per cent and
50.6 per cent, respectively).

Use of threats against the
victims (39.5 per cent) as

Based on the age reported
at the time of IOM regis-
tration, children aged 13-
17 formed the largest
group of child victims
(46.6 per cent).

Child victims reported

-

(FXB), using the IOM
Victimsof Trafficking
Database (VoTD).

It contains primary data
collected from approximate-
ly 69,000 victims of human
trafficking of 156 nationali-
ties, trafficked in 186 coun-
tries, who were registered
with IOM in 113 countries
where IOM operates.

According to the analysis,
false promises were the most

‘common means of control

well as use of excessive
working hours to control
them (36.5 per cent) were
also reported by a sizeable
share of child victims.

The analysis confirms
that child trafficking victims
come from all backgrounds
and genders. According to
the data set, 57.4 per cent of
child victims were female
and 42.6 per cent male.

Child victims range
from 0 to 17 years old.

being exploited in domestic
work (14.5 per cent), beg-
ging (10.2 per cent), hospi-
tality (3.4 per cent) and
agriculture (3.3 per cent).
Males had 1.99 times the
odds of being trafficked as
children compared to
fernales. Males also had 1.55
times the odds of being
exploited for labour as a child
rather than as an adult when
compared to females,
arafataradhaka@gmail.com
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ESSENTIAL SERVICES BILL 2023

A step back for lIabour

ights

The Essential Services - Bill 2023,
which is an update to the original
Essential Services (Maintenance) Act
1952, is currently awaiting presidential
approval. As of April 2023, the bill was
tabled for discussion in Parliament,
and the standing commitiee was
allowed 30 days to produce a report
on it. This law, il passed, will allow the
government to declare certain services
to be deemed ‘“essential" in public
interest. For now, a long list of services
(including the passenger or goods
transport services by land, rail, water
or air; hospitals, clinics, health centres;
any services relating to establishments
or organisations engaged in the
production, transportation, supply or
distribution of coal, gas, electricity,
steel, and fertilisers) have already been
described as “essential services” in the
bill.

Once the revised Essential Services
(Maintenance) Act (ESMA) is enforced,
the rights of anyone who is considered
a worker under the law can be affected,
because this will give the government
the extraordinary political power to
declare any service as “essential” in
the name of public interest. “Public
interest” is an umbrella term that
legislatures like to use to circumvent
the general process for the welfare of
the public, but the inherent ambiguity
and expansiveness of this phrase can
also be weaponised to justify a political
agenda. Without a concrete definition
of the circumstances under which
the government can declare a service
as essential, ESMA can be misused
incredibly easily. The Bangladesh
government’s affinity towards
businesses and its hostility towards any
form of protests (including workers'
legitimate strikes) paint a bleak picture
as to how the new law might be used.

When do workers really protest or
go on strike? To answer that, 1 would
first describe exactly who a “worker” is
under the labour laws of Bangladesh.
As per Section 2 of the Labour Act
2006, people who work at industries
or establishments to perform
skilled, unskilled, manual, technical,
clerical work but generally do not
have administrative, supervisory, or
decision-making power are considered
to be workers in Bangladesh. Tlence,
any employee in a managerial or
supervisory position is a non-worker.

That is, their rights are dictated by
their employment contracts, while
emplovees at the most baseline tier
(such as garment workers) are at the
behest of government-made labour
laws. Labour Act 2006 and Labour
Rules 2015 only lay down the minimum
rights of workers. Since cheap labour
brings more profits, business owners
usually do not spend a penny more
towards workers'’ wages or safety
than what they are legally required
to spend. So, while you and I may be
able to go to our bosses to negotiate
a better salary, the workers must go
to the government with their claims
~ which generally takes the form of a
protest or strike, because unless the
wheel of development stops turning,
the state does not pay attention to the
workers' needs.

In Bangladesh, the current labour
laws already make it difficult for
workers to unionise. For instance, as per
section 179(2) of the Labour Act 2006, a
trade union of workers is not entitled to
be registered unless it has a minimum
membership of 20 percent of the total
number of employed workers in that
establishment. The right to strike is
further encumbered by the requirement
of 51 percent union members voting
in favour of the strike. By virtue of the
Labour Act 2006, the government
also retains the right to stop a strike il
it is satisfied that the strike may cause
“serious hardship to the community”
or is "prejudicial to national interest.”
True to the pattern of creating worker-
adverse laws, these terms have not been
defined in the Labour Act 2006, either.

A vast majority of the labour force
in Bangladesh consists of workers
whose minimum employment rights
are decided by labour laws. ESMA
will very discreetly overpower every
worker's critical right to strike, under
the thinly veiled perception of “public
interest.” Considering that ESMA will
prevail over the Labour Act 2006 and
the Labour Rules 2015, workers' right to
strike in Bangladesh may cease to exist.
All strikes and protests are potentially
dangerous to the status quo and do
threaten power; the chance to control
this ubiquitous threat in an economy
where workers are the main driving
force will be an extremely convenient
tool to possess for the government.

The undefined term of “public
interest” makes each and every industry
yulnerable to be deemed as providing
an “essential service”, whether or not

e

it is genuinely essential for them 0
function at a given point in time. For
instance, the list of “essential services”
provided in the bill currently includes
“hospitals, clinics, health centres or
similar facilities and dispensaries and
any related services” expressly. However,
considering that approximately 83.5
percent of Bangladesh’s exports
are attributable to the readymade
garments sector, if there were to be an
extensive strike by the RMG workers
demanding better wages, by virtue of
ESMA, the government would be able
to demonstrate the significance of
keeping the garment factories running
and declare the manufacturing,
productions, exportation of RMG and
all incidental services as “essential” for
6 to 12 months. Upon this declaration,
the workers will be prevented from
legally going on strike even if they have
a grievance. The minimum wage in the
RMG industry was last reviewed in 2018,
with Tk 8,000 being set for an entry-
level factory worker. In comparison,
RMG exports from the country have
increased by 14.31 percent to $27.418
billion during the period of July 2022
to January 2023,

While the economy is plagued
by alarming inflation, only the
desperation of unaffordability and
poverty would compel RMG workers
to come down with a strike against the
current wage structure. But a discreetly
notorious law like ESMA will then allow
the government to criminalise such a
crucial labour strike.

The original ESMA 1952, enacted
in the then India, is still being used
1o criminalise workers' strikes in
our neighbouring country. In 2012,
20,000 nurses at hospitals run by
Delhi and central governments went
on strike for issues regarding salary and
allowances during a rising outbreak
of dengue and chikungunya. While
we must acknowledge that a nurses’
strike during a healthcare crisis brings
intolerable hardship to the masses,
cannot be justified in a system which
is so blatantly in favour of institutions
rather than its labour force.

In an ecosystem where there is no
tradition of collective bargaining,
strikes will be the prevalent measure
workers will resort to for protecting
theirrights. Tocarry on aneconomy that
stands on the shoulders of its workers,
instead of repackaging a stringent law
from the 1950s, we need to find more

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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constructive and fairer alternatives that : !
ensure the delivery of essential services ;
in times of need. Workers’ rights and o= - = :
the continuation of essential services ' : SUNDAY JULY 9, 2023, ASHARH 25,1430BS ~ |
could coexist in a healthy way, such e . '
as by establishing a minimum service
requirement, mediation  process,
enhancing roles of labour unions, etc -
if the government had the political will
to prioritise workers over businesses.

In effect, ESMA seems to be nothing
short of a joint exploitation tactic by
the government and businesses to . b
further oppress workers. If a worker’s e’ : v, Wi
right to strike is not absolute, then at s : TE @ TR 120 W
least it has to be negotiable with the : SIS
authorities. If the intention genuinely 3 .
is to continue essential services, the
state must demonstrate this by setting
a reasonable benchmark of fairness
for the workers, rather than covert =
oppressive laws. Workers would not
wish to occupy the streets if their needs
were being met, and it's impossible to
have their needs met when, during the §
extreme inflation of 2023, a worker’s g
minimum wage is still set at the
infinitesimal rate of Tk 8,000.

Workers Party president Rashed Khan Menon addresses a discussion at the National
Press Club on Saturday, marking Hashem foods factory fire in 2021 where over 50 workers
were killed. — Focus Bangla pnoto

in aﬂect. ESMA seems to be nothing short of a joint exploitation tactic by the government and businesses to further

| ' VISUAL: REHNUMA PROSHOON
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“What should I do, buy
food or pay for chemo?’

Labour leader’s murder leaves famﬂy‘m ruins

A CORRESPONDENT; Gazipur

Kajli Akhtar, a 32-year-old mother
of two, does not know how to
manage money required for
her next chemotherapy session.
Having already undergone two
chemotherapy sessions  since
being diagnosed with uterine
cancer in March, she now finds
herself unable to afford the life-
saving treatment following her
husband’s murder.

Shahidul  Islam, president
of Gazipur unit of Bangladesh
Garment and Industrial Workers
Federation, was beaten to death
on June 25, immediately after
attending a meeting Lo negotiate
for workers’ arrcars at Prince
Jacquard Sweater Ltd in Tongi
Satish area.

Left without her husband, who
was the sole breadwinner for the
family, Kajli shared her anguish,
stating, “We don’t know how we
will buy food for tomorrow... | don’t
see any way (0 arrange money
for the rest of my chemotherapy
sessions.”

killed, many people came to our
house to console us. And that's
all. Neither the administration nor
anyone from his community came
to see how we are surviving,” added
Kajili, who married Shahidul 21
Vears ago.

As she faces an uncertain

Shahidul Isiam

future, Kajli's elder son, Sadiqul
Islam Apu, is preparing for his
S8C exams, while her younger son,
Ibrahim Khalilullah, is just starting
his journey as a first-grader.

A day after the Kkilling,
Bangladesh Garments  and
Industrial Workers Federation
central committee president
Kalpana Akhtar filed a murder

case With “Tongi  West Police
Station accusing six named (Hanif,
Mazharul, 35, Akash, 38, Russell,
32, Ripon, 27, and Sohail, 26)
and some five (o seven unnamed
people.

“Hanif was inside the factory
before the time of murder. He is

: A day after my husband was
killed, many people came to our
house to console us. And that’s
all. Neither the administration

nor anyone from his community
came to see how we are surviving,

KAJLIAKHTAR
Wile of Shahidul Islam

a henchman of a goon named
Kamrul, who claims to be in
charge of the factory, even though
he is not an employee,” she told
reporters,

Police have so far arrested two
accused in this case - Russel and
Mazharul.

Describing the day of murder,

“A day after my husband was

DHAKA TUESDAY JULY 11, 2023
ASHAR 27, 1430 BS
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TRAGEDY challenging the HC verdict.
: A full bench of th
SC St&YS SOhel Appellate D[?llsfon geaFdes
. Chief Justice Ha
Rana’s bail for e ;;;‘%‘1;'; m*";“‘o:(;:;
3 fter a brie ring on the
six months el st e
STAFF CORRESPONDENT The HC judgement that

......................................................

The  Supreme  Court
yesterday stayed for six
months a High Court
verdict that granted bail to
Sohel Rana, owner of Rana
Plaza, in a murder case.

At least 1,135 people,
mostly garment workers,
were killed and over 2,500

others injured as the nine-

storey  building  came
crashing down in Savar on
April 24, 2013

~ The Appeﬁate Division
of the SC also kept stand

granted bail to Rana will
remain halted following
the apex court order, his

ver Md Quamrul Islam
told The Daily Star.

Deputy Attorney General
Sarwar Hossain - Bappy

ted the state.

On April 6, the HC
granted bail to Rana.

Wali Ashraf, a sub-
inspector of Savar Police
Station, had Hled the
murder  case  against
building owner Sohel Rana,

his father and others.

38

Kajli said, “My husband
went out of home in the
morning. 1 talked to him
around 8:00pm and asked
when he would return
home.”

“My - husband replied
that he was in some trouble
and would be late. Hearing
the surrounding noise
over the phone, 1 could
sense that he was inside a
factory,” she said.

“After an hour, one of
my husband’s colleagues
called me over the phone
and said he fell sick and
was taken to a hospital
Around three hours later,
my son went to the Gazipur
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad
Medical ‘College" ‘Hospital

'and saw.my husband's
' >added:

"The factory owner has
killed my husband. 1 want
justice,” alleged Kaijli.

“My future has become
uncertain after my father’s

death. How will I continue

 ______my studies? asked Apu,
Shahidul’s firstborn.
Contacted, worker
‘leader Kalpana said their
federation will financially
assist Shahidul's family.
She expressed
dissatisfaction over the
role of law enforcers
alleging that police are not
serious about arresting the
criminals.
Officer-in-Charge of
Tongi West Police Station
Shah Alam denied the
allegations and said police
have already arrested two of
the accused and drives are
underway to arrest the rest.
Replying to a question,
the OC said the [factory
owner is not an_acr:used in
the-cige, W PRRIEETRE
“Nevertheless, police are
investigating whether there
was any involvement of
the factory owner with the
killing," he said.
Gazipur Industrial Police
is now investigating the
case, added the OC.
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Promising pick
export to newer markets

Shipments to western markets like Germany, USA on downturn

- FY2019-20 FY2020-21

up in RMG

FY 2021-22

I

FY2022-23

Apparel export to newer markets
looks on an encouraging pickup yielding
to Bangladesh in the last fiscal US$8.37
billion in a 31.38-percent annual
growth, amid a downturn in the West.

Official statistics show Australia,
Japan and India leading the list of
switch to non-traditional export desti-
nations for the country with earnings
from each of the three Asia-Pacific
economic majors having surpassed a
billion-dollar mark.
| By a contrast in the economic part-
i nership, the country's export receipts
from ~ from existing major markets like

Germany and the USA showed a fall
in the just-past fiscal year (2022-23).

Earnings were US$6.37 billion from
the non-traditional markets in the fiscal
yearof 2021-22, according to Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) data.

The  non-traditional market
accounted for 17.82 per cent of the
total RMG earnings worth US$46.99
billion in the last fiscal year.

In fiscal 2009-10, RMG exports to
non-traditional markets were only
US$1.08 billion or 8.66 per cent of
total earnings, as per the data,

Acmrdmg to industry people,

Australia, Brazil, Chile, China, India,
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Russia, South
Africa, the United Arab Emirates,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, New Zealand
and Turkey are the 15 prospective
markets beyond the three traditional
export destinations: the United States,
the European Union and Canada.
Exports of the country's ready-
made garment (RMG) items to the
up-and-commg markets have been on
the increase over the years, pushed

by ongoing efforts for diversifying
export markets.

Promising pickup in RMG export to newer

CQnﬂnuod from page 1 ool 5

The drives include visits, participation in trade
shows and government support, especially the
cash incentives, for shipping goods to non-tradi-
tional markets, they said.

Besides, exporters are now focusing more on
such markets for sluggish demand in major tradi-
tional markets mainly because of economic
slowdown, high inflation and interest-rate rises
over there for global factors like the Russia-
Ukraine war, post- COVID inventory swelling,

Out of these countries, Bangladesh's exports
fetched US$1.59 billion from Japan, US$1.15 bil-
lion from Australia, US$1.01 billion from India
and US$538.46 million from Korea in over 45-
percent, 42-percent, 41-percent and 22-percent
growth respectively during the July-June period
of 2022-23.

On the other hand, the export of Bangladeshi- |

readymade garments declined about 27 per cent
to $426.39 million to Russia and by 11 per cent
to $163.10 million to Chile in the last fiscal.

Talking to the FE, BGMEA vice-president Md
Shahidullah Azim said they were actively work-
ing to raise both export earnings and market
share in the non-traditional destinations mainly
to diversify market and reduce dependence on
the traditional ones where demands are changing
due to the economic turmoil, high inflation rates
and the Russia-Ukraine war.

"We are now focusing more on new markets
and product diversification, especially based on
non-cotton or manmade fibre, to sustain the
country's export growth amid the uncertain eco-
nomic situation in major markets, especially in
the EU and the USA," he says.

Out of the US$46.99 billion worth of earn-
ings, some 50.07 per cent or US$23.52 billion
came from the EU while exports to the USA
declined by 5.51 per cent to US$8.51 billion
which accounted 18.12 per cent of the total
RMG exports.

Apparel earnings stood at US$ 5.02 billion in
the UK and US$1.54 billion in Canada, record-
ing 11.78-percent and 16.55-percent growth

L.

respectively, according to data.

"Bangladesh's clothing sector is struggling to
boost its growth in the USA due to the unstable
economic situation there," Mr Azim said, adding
that the RMG sector's potential is growing rapid-
ly in non-traditional and new markets.

New markets offer opportunities to access new
customer segments that may have different
tastes, preferences, and requirements from exist-
ing markets, he noted,

Echoing similar views, Mr Fazlul Hoque, for-
mer president of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA), however, said the country enjoys
duty benefits in many of the non-traditional mar-
kets like Japan, Australia, Chile, China and
India.

He recommends government-level discussions
with the countries that offer duty-free market
access to local RMG so that "the duty facility
continues after Bangladesh graduates from the
least-developed country (LDC) status".

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Vree Hadeuton for Bl

workers demanded

taff Correspondent

LABOUR rights activists at
a roundtable on Wednesday
called upon the authorities
concerned to take steps to
reform the Bangladesh EPZ
Labour Act, 2019, to realise
worker rights to freedom of
association and collective
bargaining.

During the roundtable.on
"Workers’ Rights in the EPZ —
the Reality’, they also voiced
concern over the prohibition
on Export Processing Zone
workers from forming unions,
according to a press release.

The Sahdanty Centre-
Bangladesh office organ-
ised the event at a hotel in
the capital under USAID’s
Awareness Raising Training
Programme for Garment, Do-

mestic and Mlgrant Workers
in Bangladesh.

The EPZ Labour Act pro-
hibits EPZ workers from en-
joying fundamental worker
rights and keeps them in a
different status from the rest
of the country’s workers,

. they said.

As per Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Author-
ity data, at present; around
5,16,588 workers are em-
ployed in EPZs, of which 66
per cent are women.

Exports from EPZs in-
creased to eight and a half

~ billion dollars in FY 2021-

2022, and 54 per cent of this
export income came from
the garment sector.

Solidarity Centre deputy -

country = director Monika
Hartsel said that under the

EPZ Act, workers are still de-
nied the fundamental right
to freedom of association.
‘Without the ability to
form and join unions, work-
ers are not able to engage in
effective collective bargain-

. ing with their employers over

the terms and conditions of
their work,” Monika said.
The International Labour
Organisation’s . country di-
rector in Bangladesh Tomo
Poutiainen said that there

were many countries in the -

world besides those under
the EU that had taken up a
modern approach to worker
rights in their export pro-
cessing zones and were do-
ing very well.

If you ‘allow EPZ work-
ers to form an association
and collectively bargain, it

enhances the quality of tha
worker-managemént  rela-
tionship and opens new pos-
sibilities,” he said.

Labour court lawyer Salim
Ahsan Khan said that the
EPZ Act allowed workers to
form a Workers Welfare As-
sociation, not a trade union.

Solidarity Centre country
programme director AKM
Nasim demanded the free-
dom of association of EPZ
workers and their access to
the judiciary.

District and session judge
MA Awal, Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Zones Authority joint
secretary Md Khairul Has-
san and Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Authority
additional executive director
Md Nazmul Islam, among
others, spoke.
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'RMG forage for
fresh pastures

If exploited well, new
markets may prove quite
robust in the near future
provided there is enough

garments in the major markets, it is heartening to see

a considerable surge in exports to new and non-tra-
ditional markets. Interestingly, this pickup, while demon-
strating a much desired boost in export to new markets,
makes up for a slide in export to the major and traditional
markets. It is here that the new markets play a significant
role in offsetting excessive reliance on the EU and North
American markets-known as traditional markets of
Bangladesh's RMG.

A FE report says that export of apparel products to a
number of new markets stood at $8.37 billion in the just past
fiscal (22-23), registering a commendable annual growth of
31.38 per cent, amid a slump in export to the aforemen-
tioned traditional markets. The non-traditional markets
accounted for 17.82 per cent of the total RMG earnings
worth US$46.99 billion in the fiscal year. The report, quot-
ing official statistics, informs that Australia, Japan and
India were the key markets responsible for increased export
of apparels from Bangladesh with earnings from each of
these countries surpassing a billion-dollar mark. By con-
trast, the country's export receipts from the existing major
markets like Germany and the USA showed a fall in the
period. According to industry peo-
ple, Australia, Brazil, Chile, China,
India, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Russia,
South Africa, the United Arab
Emirates, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
New Zealand and Turkey are the 15
prospective markets beyond the three
traditional export destinations: the

ﬁ T a time of declining global demand for readymade

thrust on the pﬂl’t of United States, the European Union

the exporters and the | and Canada. Prospect of these and

: other new destinations has received a

government provides the sharp focus of the country's

facilitations they require

exporters as part of their market
expansion and product diversifica-
tion drive following the Covid-
induced sluggish demand, high inflation, rise in interest
rates and effects of the Russia-Ukraine war on the major
markets of the EU and the USA,

‘What, however, is important to note here is that over the
decades Bangladesh's apparel export has been growing
mainly eying the EU and the North American markets.
Being reliant mostly on buyers' choice of these major mar-
kets, exploring other markets simultaneously was not easy
as it required product development and product adaptation
according to the consumers' choices and preferences of
those markets. This seemed to have deterred many exporters
to vigorously pursue market expansion, despite the risk of
over-reliance on the major markets. The scenario has no
doubt changed lately as evidenced from the country's export
performance in new markets in the recent years. Obviously
a laudable job, exploring fresh pastures for expansion of
apparel business would require persistent efforts in getting
to know the special consumers choices as well as fulfilling
the compliance norms that may largely vary from country to
country.

The new inarkets deemed as potential destinations of
Bangladesh's readymade garments look sustaining enough.
If exploited well, those markets may prove quite robust in
the near future provided there is enough thrust on the part
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Five to die for
killing jute mill
worker after
rape in Faridpur
FARIDPUR, July 24 (UNB):
A Faridpur court on Monday
convicted five people and sen-
tenced them to death for killing a

jute mill worker after rape in
2019. :

The condemned convicts are-

Chunnu  Shikdar, Nazmul

Hossain, Islam Mir, Atier Molla

and Nasir Khan Nayon of
Madhukhali upazila.

Faridpur Woman and Child
Reprcssmn P:evenuqn 'I‘nbamal

took Kajol Rekha Kajoli, 32, a
worker of Rajdharpur Pride Jute

Mill in Madhukhali upazila, to a

banana orchard at Rajdharpur
when she was returning to her
'homgamndIISGpmaﬁm'com-
pleting overtime “on October
15, 2019.. d

The four uther cmmcts saw
them and they also
woman in turns.
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Tall orders from RMG sector

MG exporters have demanded a few

things from the government, some of

which are essential for production. First
in the line of demands is the uninterrupted sup-
ply of natural gas at nearly half the current
price. The rationale put forward is that global
fossil fuel prices have fallen. The curtailing of
Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission's
(BERC) powers has allowed the State to steeply
increase the price of electricity and realign fossil
fuel prices as per liking of energy planners. So,

when RMG demands gas rate to be revised from

Tk30 per unit to Tk16 per unit, mallprobability,
this will not fly. Certainly, some middle

will have to be found because obviously the
State cannot afford the RMG sector to go kaput.
This brings us back to the question of fossil-fuel
supply.

Reportedly, the government is in the process
of making operational yet another floating stor-
age and regasification unit (FSRU) with a for-
eign company that will raise Bangladesh's capac-
ity to increase import of liquefied
malw(l.NG) Under normal economic cir-
cumstances, perhaps the costs of higher volume
of LNG supply could have been defrayed. These
arebardlynmmalumesfwthemnnomym
inclination remains import-dependent unfortu-
nandleﬁIethuehﬂmbmmmerepmtsm
the media that the government is mulling over

greater coal extraction from existing Dighipara

coalﬁeld,memumiﬂtmllmdmupm

energy planners that the country is out of time?

The coal policy should have been finalised long

mbmﬂm d;dn‘thapym. If‘ﬂwconnkymw ’
an :

While there have been some reports in the media
. that the government is mulling over greater coal

extraction from existing Dighipara coal field,
one wonders if it will ever dawn upon energy
planners that the country is out of time? The
coal policy should have been finalised long ago,
but that didn't happen, argues Syed Mansur Hashim

the following year." This is directly correlated to
how much the government can spend with
enough negative impact to complicate fund allo-
cation. Then.there is the question of external
debt financing. ERD data estimate that the
country will have to pay more than $3.5 billion
(principal + interest) in the current fiscal, which
will exceed $4.0 billion in the next fiscal. The
cumulative effect of all these payments is less
money for fossil fuel import.

The government | its first term did what
hadmbedonempxmde&ectumy to an ener-
gy-starved economy. That time is upon us again.

. ﬁwmomy:smmgdmlbalackoffoml

supply. The RMG sector’s potential output
is down 50 per cent because current energy

prices have become uneconomic. When one -

mmm&u&zmdmm
mamulshnsmcrenseﬂmgnﬁmnﬂy due to the

rise in value of the USS, it becomes clearer why

apparel exporters are asking for the assurances

 from the government. It is not just RMG that is
mmlﬁl""’ﬁf- XpOrt CC .

power only to industry while keeping the rest of
the country in the dark, especially after touting
100 per cent elecirification in the country. No
government in its right mind will do that in elec-
tion year. Things are bound to get more and
more complicated with the authorities' inaction
regarding diversification of primary fuel supply
and continuing the "go slow" policy on greater
domestic exploration of primary fuels.

This is reflected on both coal and natural gas
issues, which have seen no serious development
in more than a decade. Why? How much more
pain can the economy endure before something
changes at policy level? What other evidence does
the State require to understand that industry
needs power and energy supplies at a price that
makes economic and business sense? Despite
having more than enough studies and surveys at
its disposal on coal deposits and probable gas
fields, the State keeps promising the sun and the
moon to people, to industry that good days are
not far away. Those good days will forever be a

. pipedream for Bangladesh, its people and the

industry as a whole if exploration does not start
in earnest from today, The country has a number
of coal-fired power plants waiting to be commis-
sioned but can't be because there is no money for
importing coal. Policymakers need to stop mak-
ing excuses and start delivering on domestic coal
(and start drilling exploratory gas wells onshore)
while there is still time to salvage the situation. It
is not only domestic industry that is watching,
prospective foreign investors also are.
mansurthefinancialexpress@gmail.com
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Garment Village dev
work in full gear

FE REPORT

The BGMEA Garment Village is set to
enter its final stage of development as the
construction of the required road and
drainage linking the industrial zone was
inaugurated on Friday.

A two-lane 23-kilometre road as well as
29-kilometre drainage will connect the vil-
lage with other infrastructure at the vision-
ary Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Shilpa
Nagar (BSMSN).
 In consequence of this, investors in the
garment village can now begin construc-
tion of their factories and prepare for the
next course of action,

Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority
(BEZA) executive chairman Shaikh Yusuf
Harun inaugurated the construction of the
road and drainage system as the chief
guest, reads a statement.

BEZA executive member Mohammed
Erfan Sharif, BSMSN project director
Abdullah Al Mahmud Faruk, officials and
representatives of local administrations,
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) and
investors were present.

The BGMEA Garment Village is locat-
ed within the 2A and 2B precincts of the

BSMSN at Mirsarai.

Speaking at the programme, Mr Harun
said the development of the road and
drainage has begun at a cost of Tk 4.5 bil-
lion.

"It means the:investors in the garment
village can now get their land and prepare
for work on the construction of their
respective industries,” he added.

nghhghtmg BEZA's all-out efforts to
facilitate investment, Mr Harun said his

_ office has been providing necessary sup-

port and utility services like water, gas and
electricity despite having so many chal-
lenges.

‘He said the BEZA has been working
with various development partners to
ensure international standards in econom-
ic zones (EZs) by establishing effluent
treatment plants centrally.

According to the statement, the
BSMSN is being developed on a contigu-
ous 33,000 acres of land in Mirsarai and
Sitakunda upazilas of Chattogram and
Sonagazi of Feni.

The industrial city has so far attracted
proposed investment of $19 billion as four
companies have already begun manufac-

turing there.
saif febd@gmail.com
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Jon Haat:
hiring farm workers

place for

The market gets lively amid jute harvestmg season

Sl‘ZIT KUMAR DAAS Fandpw-

The demand for da)r labourers
is considerably high in Faridpur
as farms in the major crop
producing region require the
assistance of seasonal workers
whenever the harvest period
comes around.

As such, people from all over
Bangladesh regularly visit Jon Haart,
a market in Faridpur city where day
labourers gather in search of work
throughout the year.

However, the market becomes
most lively during the jute
harvesting season, which is

ongoing with farmers now busy

reaping and retting the crop.

The market, located along
the Dhaka-Barishal highway,
is situated on 30 decimals
of land on the south side of
Haji Shariatullah Bazar in the
Golchamot area of Faridpur city.

Faridpur and its adjoining
districts, namely Rajbari,
Madaripur, Gopalganj and
Shariatpur, have long been
pioneers in producing crops,
according to locals and officials
of Jon Haat.

This led to the establishment
of Jon Haat more than 50 years
ago to facilitate the supply of day
labourers in the region, they said,

During a visil to the market,
this correspondent saw that it was
full of day labourers searching for
agricultural work.

‘The people who come to
hire these labourers discuss the
different types of work involved
before reaching a price for their

services.

After striking an agreement,
employers have to pay Tk 10
for each worker to the market
authority.

The authority then takes down
the full name, addressand contact
information of the employer and
hired labourers before approving
their contract, which specifies the
daily rate and duration for work.

Sabur Ali, a native of
Pirpurkella village in Damuda
upazila of Chuadanga, said he
first came to the market seven
days ago and was hired by a farm
in the Gopalpur area of Faridpur
sadar upazila.

“I and two others who came
with me worked at that farm for
the past week, earning Tk 700
per day as well as three meals
daily,” he added.

Asked why they would travel so
far for work, Ali said there is less
work available in Chuadanga.

“Besides, 1 would get just
Tk 300 per day for work in my

hometown. So, the money I earn
in a week in Faridpur cannot be
eclipsed by even a month of work
back home,” he added.

Momen Molla, one of the
others who came with Ali, said he
was able to send home Tk 4,000
after working for just one week.

Md Zahangir Hossain, who
hails from Billmalni village in
Bagmara upazila of Rajshahi, said
he has been regularly visiting Jon
Haat for the past two years.

“In Faridpur, I can earn up
to Tk 20,000 per month after
meeting expenses while it is not
possible to get more than Tk
5,000 back home,” he added.

Shabbir Ahmed, an SSC
examinee who lives in the
Baghabari Ghat area in Shahjadpur
upazila of Sirajganj, said he came to
the market in search of work to help
' "We have six members in our
family. So, it is difficult for my
father to run it alone. 1 came
to Jon Haat four days ago and

have worked at a farm in Bhanga
upatzila ever since,” he said.

“But as that contract has
expired, I came looking for work
again today,” Ahmed added.

Shafikul Mridha, an employer

based in Maligram village of
Bhanga upazila, said he hires
workers from the market with
a daily rate of Tk 800 to Tk
1,000 per person for every jute
harvesting season.
' Abu Sikdar, an employer from
Muksudpur upazila of Gopalganj,
said he comes to Jon Haat in
search of labourers as there is a
manpower shortage in his area.

“I have to cut about five bighas
of jute. So, | am taking five people
and it will take up to 12 days to
complete the work,” he added.

The market has also created a
source of earning for others as at
least 50 shops have been set up
nearby.

Other than food and drink
items, a number of these shops
sell agricultural equipment, such
as sickles.

Obaidur Sheikh, a local who
sells agricultural equipment, said
he can earn about Tk 600 to Tk
700 daily.

Abul Kalam Sheikh, in-charge
of the market, said people from
Faridpur, Gopalganj, Madaripur,
Rajbari and other districts come
daily to hire workers or sell their
services.

“But sometimes it is seen that
workers are mistreated and do
not get money. In such cases, we
talk to the employers and collect
the money,” he added.
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61 labour families

Chapainawabganj districts
on Tuesday. Joint secretary
to the Ministry of Labour
and Employment Mahidur
Rahman distributed the
bank cheques with deputy
commissioner Shamim
Ahmed in the chair. -
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Jatiya Press Club.

The speakers also called for an end to
abrupt termination of workers, filing of
fake cases, and suppression of rights. They
also urged the government to scrap the
Essential Services Bill 2023.

Speaking at the programme, garment
worker Shahida Akter expressed concern
over inadequate wages, which leads to
financial instability among the workers’
families.

“The minimum wage should be
immediately increased to Tk 25,000 per
month. Otherwise, the workers will be
unable to sustain themselves,” she said.

l\loung the inflation, Taslima Akhtar,
organisation president, said, “Even though
pnr:esof ementlaisaswellasM{Gproducts
are increasing, the workers’ wages are not.”

Shehlamedlowwagesformedecteasing
_number of female employees in the sector.

“We cannot call these working women
self-dependent as it is nearly impossible to
survive with this salary,” she added.

Khondaker Golam Moazzem, research
director of Centre for Policy Dialogue,
stressed the need for revising the wage
structure of RMG workers.

Sabina Yasmin of Naripokkho said those
whoprotests in this regard are often silenced.
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Set Tk 25,000 as minimum

wage for RMG workers

Speakers tell event
We have to ensure that
STAFF CORRESPOND

ol existing policies on preventing
| The government must fix a minimum sexual harassment are
| wage of Tk 25,000 for garment workers implemented properly.
considering the increased cost of living, ties like daycare
smddriowd economists and rights leaders Besides, fa‘d“”” should be made

at a discussion yesterday.
The discussion was organised by  available for female workers.
Bangladesh Garment Sramik Sanghati at PROE AN MUHARGIAD

Author and anthropologist Rahnuma
Ahmed said, “We have been making these
demands for a long time, but to no avail.
A stmnger fight is required to press home
the issue.”

Barrister Sara Hossain said Inddents
of workers being sued under false cases
has to be stopped.”

Masuda Rehana of
Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad said, “Alongside
ensuring proper wages, we
also need to ensure that
women have the right to
take decisions to achieve
equal rights in the sector,”
Economist  Prof Anu
Muhammad said women
have to combat various
challenges while commuting
to work from home. “We
have to ensure that existing

policies on preventing

available for female workers,”
he said,
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EU speaal
envoy sits }Vlth el | _
labour UnIoNS, B we w e s o o
TightS ACtiVISLS o wen ma oy o o oo s ey e,
_ Sy _ e fme SR ; . seErga fadte fim o swerTE
Minimum wage of Tk 23,000 sfi< sedasmr ofcffe « B CU7F 52 e s@gm oM srem  wagad),
in RMG sector discussed ot ReRwEE T g e dfefefe Sl cwal  afowd,
STAFF CORRESPONDENT ondelind] L o o BT THd ﬁ"“ﬁ“-"ﬁ'-m
Labour wunions and rights ‘activists ﬁmm s it Tg : — mmgﬁm mﬂl‘lﬂﬂmﬂl
vesterday held a meeting with European : AR (BS I e S IR Mo s

Union’s Special Representative for
Human Rights Eamon Gilmore in the
capital and raised their demand for a
minimum wage of Tk 23,000 in the
ready-made 118 sector.
TheRMijnimumwmhasheen'm
8,000 since 2018. :
Currently, negotiations are going on
as a board formed by the government is
reviewing the current minimum wage.
Meeting sources said the labour °
representatives told Gilmore to pressurise
buyers into giving fair prices to factoriesso &1

that workers are not paid poverty wages. ' -

Mdmmu&ﬁéﬂﬂwmmﬁpm, o6 - Ao T WENwed o fMe g |
Shahidul Islam, a union organiser from SHIWE <& (AF GRS !
the Bangladesh Garment and Industrial =ware S '
Workers Federation in Gazipur:

On June 25, Shahidul was attacked by
ca&'eswtmdethe compoundofPrime
Jacquard Sweater Limited’s owner in
Gazipur's Sataish Baganbari area, when
hewasnegntlat.ilmthe facturvwm'km i
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Streamlining plastic sector

OST manufacturing units in the coun-

try have primarily grown in the

absence of any planned scheme with-
out a clear vision of the future growth prospect
as well as problems to be encountered. This is
clearly because of the lack of foresight on the
part of entrepreneurs, mostly small, to envision
the challenges that they may face once the
infancy of the manufacturing phase is over
with market demand growing for the product/s
they produce. 3 7

Plastic no doubt 1s one such product,

A plastic hub with modern recycling plant, waste
management facility, trained workers and
necessary infrastructure will be able to
manufacture products at competitive prices

for exports even after a reasonable raise in the
present wage structure, writes Wasi Ahmed

— - S T |
turing units. Value addition in manufacturing is plastic hub, preferably in the outskirts of the
Btes also commendably high, ranging between 50 _ capital. This newspaper, not long ago, had
Thousandg of _plasuc units scattered all over the 4 7 per cent. j[t present, around 3,000 facto- pointed out the need for a plastic hub in the
country with little or no safety measures for o 5re reportedly producing plastic products in country so that attempts for improvement of the
those involved in the production process and the o than a dozen categories. sector could be made in a planned manner

poeil kgiown thrests to the eavironment make it - ~qyqp of plastic products in the country has
eﬁnt:ch mc::gomat for wrgent action %0 disci- grown manifold thanks'to the improvements
P geah y : in recycling technology-- a key stimulus in

_ The country's export of plastic goods is grow- ;- eced production on the one hand and
ing. However, the ﬁgur?iha:ef:;t big @oﬁtt?n wing consumer preference on the other.
INEPHCRER ORRTE. it o However, a lack of desired improvement in
Bangladesh, plastic plants have only recently : P

opted for modern technology in producing vari-
ous food and non-food grade products. With 'y o <o tor's growth :

% gro to a far higher level.
more technology back up, and accompanying ;s polds true in respect of domestic con-
dwemﬁcauo:_:, the zqdustry—though scattered sumption but more so, when it comes to
and largely disorganised—-has the potential to exporting.
grow manifold if provided with the required ;5651 market of plastic is essentially
facilities. This may open up a new vista for  gemand.driven. Price structure of plastic prod-

‘besides providing opportunities for the factories

to operate hazard-free and attract overseas
investment. Industry leaders have also been
demanding a dedicated location which besides
providing hazard-free production process will
also help meet various compliance needs of

quality and diversification in product range is oOverseas buyers. Concerned quarters feel that a
commonly attributed as the main impediment plastic hub with modern recycling plant, waste

management facility, trained workers and neces-
sary infrastructure will be able to manufacture
products at competitive prices for exports even
after a reasonable raise in the present wage
structure. _

In this context, it may be noted that the gov-

ucts is of a wide range, able to absorb immense- ernment’s plastic a}nd packaging pol@cg has rec-
ly diversified products by the low, middle and ~ommended establishment of a plastic industrial
up-end market segments. park to ensure proper infrastructure, nurture
Despite the progress of the sector reported in small and medium enterprises, provide uninter-
the media recently, concerned quarters consider rupted utility services, and take steps to avoid
this far from what it actually should be given theenvironmental hazards and ensure comglance_
surge in global demand. Major improvements in It is not known if there is any move to that
paiacs. ; . mfzas::% waste mm recycling and direction. Mere recommendation serves no pur-
Bunnial sales of plastic produets in skill are some of the critical areas pose s setting up a plastic hub/ park with the
adesh are currently estimated at around Tk j noed of urgent attention to push the growth required infrastructure and facilities will call
150 billion in the local market, in which house- oo eontum to the desired level. In addition to for, in the first place, a comprehensive work-
BEN: T AcRhx nedily BE 0 Bog these basics, product development and product plan in consultation with the stakeholders. This
Increase in domestic supplies reportedly grew at ;3. ation should be attended to as a matter of can address unresolved issues. Once this is
o £80 & year cupr the last ten years. priority. This, unfortunately, is an area many of done, the authorities can plan to go ahead in
Industry insiders, quoted in recent nEwspaper . manufacturers miss out resulting in less than phases. The relevant industry association
reports, say the sector is experiencing fresh success in accessing overseas markets. should express its keen interest in pursuing its
investment to the tune of Tk 1-1.5 billion each  ““Noo the potential and prospects of growth ~dream and try to make the authorities con-

exporting.

It may be noted that export was far from the
targeted goal of the industry even a decade
back, though there were few enterprises which
were exporting in small volumes. Mainly it is
the local demand that motivated factories-medi-
um, small and very small-to produce plastic

year. The sector is said to employ around 1.2 only be expe realised th
million people directly and indirectly well over industry ,?sh,fmgt te;l:o s;.ietnble locafigfle-— ;
4,500 small, medium and relatively big manufac-

¢o

vinced of the project's merit.
wastahmed. bd@gmail.com
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40 global garment groups push
to close actual-living wages gap

FE REPORT

Some 40 global garment
groups have sought support
from the European trade
unions for introducing a
time-bound action to close
the gap between actual and
living wages.

The right groups in a
joint letter called on the
European trade unions to
support the European citi-
zens' initiative on living
wages-- 'Good Clothes, Fair
Pay Campaign',

The initiative called on
European Commission to
implement specific legisla-
tion that would require gar-
ment brands and retailers
importing into the EU mar-
ket to put in place, imple-
ment, monitor, and publicly
disclose a time-bound and
target-bound plan to close
the gap between actual and
Living wages.

The Asian right groups
from nine countries includ-
ing India, Cambodia,
Pakistan, Indonesia and Sri
Lanka also have 10 unions

from Bangladesh.

When asked, KM Mintu,
legal secretary at
Bangladesh Garment
Workers Trade Union
Centre, one of the unions
among the groups, said they
made the call through Asia
Floor Wage Alliance
(AFWA) as European citi-
zens can sign the petition to
show support for the initia-
tive.

One million signatures
would bring garment mak-
ers in Asia, Europe, Africa
and the Americas one step
closer to a living wage, he
said citing the letter and
added that for decades,
their trade unions have been
fighting for higher wages in
the garment sector.

"But while garment
brands and retailers have

seen their revenues and
profits grow over the past
decade - most even
remained profitable during
the Covid-19 pandemic -
workers in garment produc-
tion countries have not
experienced a  similar
growth in their purchasing
power," the letter said.

"In fact, quite the oppo-
site! The gap between, what
workers are earning and
what constitutes a living
wage, has grown or at best
stayed the same."

The group explained that
they are supporting the ini-

‘ tiative because it calls for a

binding mechanism for
c :
For last 20 years, there
was an 'explosive' growth in
the amount of voluntary
initiatives supposedly

addressing the
wages in the sector.

"After all those years, we
must conclude that volun-
tary initiatives will not
merit any real change for
workers: workers are still
trapped in poverty."

They raised question as
how many more genera-
tions of workers would face
the same fate if they contin-
ue to invest their energy in
voluntary initiatives, how
many more years would
this sector test workers'
resilience only for the finan-
cial benefit of the already
super rich.

It is high time they put
this to an end and force
brands to do better and pay
the workers who build their
profits a living wage, they
noted.

"Legislation at EU level
is a huge opportunity to
change the lives of millions
of workers and @ their
dependents across the
globe," they said in the let-

ter.

poverty

munni_fe(@yahoo.com

bl

\\%



wY qrend

QTR o, =72 30, 305

% 12 LA

T W B

Ffow-yy wrmEE ofeure Sfbm HEe ACEs AAMACE
corre A | @7 g A o T 0w e g o
sifefafe (EE FACS TW | FOT W (ATNCER SO |
TEAH TG TTAGLER By e o FaEe
(STETAA TSI 8 (FETTHE SUTHDT (ST (@A! Afaasea
ey fiee |1 9 dfsmem g cirmes
@ e egfeE B
TeoTaES TR AT | afRe (PR FESIE
%] fdiard (% qrEded efewem | OWH B
weaEa (E Tl egfad o FdEe e 1R wee |
e AfeedE R @)
fafieeia ffm Sermtaa

g I | vEfE qWE 9¥H dE
et T e oW feR WTHd
AL | QT (AT AMCHE, (TN q2e
« frE AN FHYASTAR WEAS
Berm ogfe fom 92 wwww W@
S qEEE 98 WAEE 9N

GOIE WIEFFhIEe 4Ted

7 ¢ 3TEA Yo wied A
O &SR 2T oA O | wA
W (ST TS TLAGCY A (O
+(faf§fe cuieiae Fare ZW | T
A AMIF ST | TONC 9%

0. HEFH | LA (A b TR 00 FIB CEACTA 2
Teiia o e A | oqfe W T ) e
@b O | @ YTSH LY AG (A gl 7TF ¢ T
30 @6 TATER | (rTEen Awee aJfed ae o
IS e ST |

2foarss 4191 (PR AT FAGTS (ATAICPA IF ASHSTAY
el o feans ¥@m 4@R 9o FoE A
AT | (TED AEeE 9% AR JEEE 6
wrifre awAl @feane o3 | e wdaws o giore
wrerft ogfe fom warRn wAEE ¢ wiEE ey & b wifie
by Mol | @ fafEee wae SR SRR O P

s Wy e AR | T e

(AT Beem RTETE So i ATSTAGTAR YeArdifed four qwelcs oo gt ST EEE
WWW,WWWSQ T FAFS (STEAE GAreE | SoEel (e ww aqfs wen
TEE o @o WA BT | OE 201 AT T4 TA | B¢ SEE
TS T} 4F AE S (EFOITMd TRTACT (OF =1, TR AT e @ W o7 T
ST O S | jo%a M @FF (BN AfFaSiaa oo fieg ofafefe s o A1) @ S
ﬂm?%HWBmWH W11 @ “faf¥fen afewm fra mwmﬂczﬂaﬁm
o TEE ¢)8 I o =Y B (o fARgd Soive A9 qun wetere 9 wwew wf zeUm
oIS | TR @ (e B o L) ACHCR WIIIIEbIAR R IR ¥l AR | ST S
ww]rmwm‘;a:gfmm Ted BeoATR{TaHe e mﬁwgmm;wméqumawﬁa
ooy TeATrAd SEYE e o8 A ARG | IS AT g e fage, g, e
3¢ % ey w14 B | aHelg FFT MEEE (12 AT TSR A @rsfEns =&
“Cmtﬂ ﬁ:mmwﬁﬁm grepeL aNA Iiaiﬁ'ﬁtmsu ! %f&mimwaﬁﬁﬁm z::rﬁ
o gEe v s om  SUAER O FFSI 93fEE T s 71 zeww s wd<er
?mwmmmgmrm Wrae TR 92 S ?W;mmmqwsuﬂwm
R T S S wdawa dqE R B, T
o=, A efewE il T CAAPTRS SRATAA WAT 1 A% AFSI BT oW O] FAE | HAN oy =R

TR WS TG (TS FAAEIE TeER Ao A
AR FAS ARAE 71 | 77 ey oS qeraw wwTe e
WGWWWMWWM|

q fAfEaTsan WEyerfe #EnteE Wity s aone
AEA, TR YW ST IFeI (Afedne 4TEl 90 |
I oYW 9E I (SISTAA TIsEE A% oFEd il
Tfreg 7, qE ARelEe @ SR FW Ak | S
et AETAsTAE awel qerz | FE (WG T I
I@ER T (ST SR A1 | WA [EAE, T@eR
ISR JATRITG SIS SF FAES T R fewe
el TireE 7 1

foeT WEE v S awel o Hémem wet

TS GeeE @ Wied Sven | R femvm s
RN FeeEE Tferae ffve w o wwe e
T WA 9T wA |
ffauze Erfe s Tom IS IV T, Tafe
T AT ST ST W TR | 4
sfafafers efe zeul (FNATETAT WO A1, IR T WLIEA
(@ FEel SCHCE O (5UF FCW ANGHTH HERA IHCE ) W,
fgred WHA Srenf vefe A o AIE WY TgEe
QTR | €T TR AATE FIBAH, I9, SIGA TR | QSTAE A
YA 57 SIELe aeel gfEa A R T | 98T SN
Wiz a7 pfew 7, 992 SCEEA | B0 qere Wyl «#3fE we
FEA A AL

B




[

| m W:o 2030

TR WY TFoIg Oy
Ol o1¢f SR T-TISAR

il e u

IC WE AFRCS AECT AT
e[ | Ifs iftee @i sreiiee
ST QU WA (NE S 4T 966G |
#efEE @A AEE AT e
e . =
@Al B9 S{1e T 71 | Gife awety
iR wfonen, ftre Sdfae
el SfeAniE @R TMEE 9T
qﬁ@vwmﬁmﬂg@:mumm

mmmﬂruwmfﬁmw

mhumw e 71 TeTW GURTE SN A
mm;m E A R (A e TaeT | b @ qEE s
T YIS eRIe Qe A Prem
D v Eﬁwﬁmw e 2
e mw = @A SRR dAtew
SRTSTY (& | A | AT TS g 7| AFe 203y AA
wiEarE frmess LS VAR ST opiftre g o@m
. g E-mlenm wd ABmE  AEws g% awdw @kt
At ofiemes o T, TS S FIE wfegAl  wrEm @
AT W:Wﬁm WS 0O X0 | SRS wﬁm&ﬂﬂlagﬂ:‘g
At 9 & ; @o TG
T ae  TOTA QR BRI MW g wer s
o A ferer frem T OO0 S FIC01 wrgw e Rfem
sy bl o QRS i T s SN el
i % Ry
T T IS TS T ﬁwemﬁi\f (5% TR A WIS
TTEY TGRS | AT T |
FIY WIS A AwTY T @ g faom wwre vEE
ﬂlﬁﬁfﬂﬂﬁﬁ* AW weeIT e
fftore i e @ | e M wE  wé s, g aff grEE
FefER O (U LM AT SO (Ruweh) o= e AT W,
T Y | ‘3038 AT SHNSTIT S, WEReE

HRge W veyw TN e
IR TERA AT WFTT PUS
T A1 9 D (S fera a e
| SITE SIETS, AN AT
mmmwmﬁﬁsmw{
T, AECS] W] A AR TS TF |
gt =M= cal B redl | Gy
T FE WEECT A AfE GLEeE

b, aﬁﬂmmm
A - 1R Al | A
i 79 e OrF o W I T
| @R Yo e Wity fFrs
B A | FFT YSHE, IS TAS T <5
IS W | G ORI IS TANAIS

ST © Y 8) THT wel T T
AT AEA STSATA ST (FE ARG
@M | e Sfsafitag Wy AEmEATE
S @ | @ T TEEe e
=ife SnmN 9% AR 20

m@i{&%m‘w@ﬁmmm
¢5it# 519 &1 (91 e TS ARE A
TqEaeE  wfeaiom  frm Wi
CIEAINSGH §F A0 T W qEare
e gerve Rt efba (anwE)
Bt T L

m&r TE AT WEA WS GO
3 71 e TEE wva Ot (7 o
7e72 (A1 3 FEE 5aL @5 wa 7Y B

CEfSBIR XA (U0 S 9 |
w0 @ wrda vy el ST e T

qﬁnmmmwm
wﬁmmﬂwﬁaww
o e B mﬁm wiE | PR
ooy o wERe P w0 1e wwe,

" IR ore WiNANG TN | R (A4S

mmmﬂmmmmm
ﬂmwﬁmwﬁum
q S AT S S
A, OIS T NHA | @ 49TE
wmmmmm
REATS YrReE T (7 992 O &S TG
ST (T AT SNEISTE €O |
WA S SwA A Wiy 9 S
aliag oimd SRIfEs THIER Caueny e
vnirm @t wEfae | W Roe e
iR TgerEs  fo-feerme
uﬂrmwm awe fawgy e o
¢ g arsfm sfeeg 5
qEEles ARG WNE wifEw
s F7ra | T P Toge o




- e
The

Financlal Express Wednesday [ July 12, 2023

Tannery workers are busy processing rawhide of sacrificial animals, collected
during Eid-ul-Azha, at a factory at the BSCIC Tannery Industrial Estate at Savar
in Dhaka. The photo was taken on Tuesday. — FE photo by KAZ Sumon

Ianners ce]lect

| 4.11m pieces

of salted
rawhide

FE REPORT

Country's tanners col-
lected more than 4.11-mil-
lion pieces of salted
rawhide and skins until July
05, according to commerce

An estimated 14.1-million
cow, buffalo, sheep and goat,
were slaughtered during Eid-
ul-Azha on July 29, dis-
closed fisheries and livestock

 Sector insiders  are
expecting to collect more
than 9.5-million pieces of
salted hides nationwide this

“year.

- They said the traders
concerned were buying dif-
ferent types of rawhide and
skins at the rates set by the
government,

The government fixed
the prices of salt-applied
rawhide of sacrificial ani-
mals with a 6.0-per cent
hike in cowhide price com-
pared to last year's.

The rawhide prices of
sacrificial cattle have been
fixed at Tk 50-55 per square
foot (sq ft) in Dhaka city
and Tk 45-48 per sq ft out-
side Dhaka.
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Qutbound apparel work-
ers from Bangladesh to
Jordan more than halved in
the last fiscal vear (FY) than
the previous FY, as demand
for foreign workers in the
readymade garment indus-
try (RMG) of the Middle
Eastern country fell sharply
amid lower supply orders.

In FY 2022-23,
Bangladesh could send only
7,014 garment workers to
Jordan, more than 55-per
cent lower than 15,735
workers who went there in
FY 2021-2022, according to
figures from Bangladesh
Overseas Employment and
Services Limited (BOESL).

"The demand for the
workers from Jordan
dropped as apparel indus-
tries impacted following the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,"
said Dr Mallick Anwar
Hossain, managing director
of BOESL.

"Because of the economic
mmpact of the Russia-
Ukraine war, the export
order from the United States
of America and the
European Union declined to
the Jordanian apparel sector.
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rd remittance

from Jordan

BD workers' jobs in Jordan's RMG sector halve

ueeze for apparel items amid Russia-Ukraine war blamed

ers of Jordan than that of
earlier,

"Employers are often
telling us that they are not
getting orders for clothing at
the desired level from the
buyers," he said.

Especially small compa-
nies reduced production fol-
lowing this crisis, he added.

Bangladesh mostly sends
operators to the Jordanian
apparel units and a few
highly skilled and: profes-
sionals such as supervisors,
head of the operator, head
of the merchandiser, and
cook. Of the total count,
women are 95 per cent for
the job as operators.

Jordan hired Bangladeshi
workers for the garment
sector without migration
cost. The basic monthly
wage for an operator is Tk

So, the employers reduced
workers' recruitment for
their factories," he said.

The lower outflow of
workers has also affected
the inflow of remittances
from that country.
Bangladeshis working in
Jordan sent remittances of
US§ 127.87 million home
in the FY 2022-23, which

was 143.23 million in the
FY 2021-22, according to
the Bangladesh Bank data.

BOESL, the lone state-
owned recruitment agency,
started sending apparel
workers to Jordan in 2010.
It sent 94,787 workers to
that labour-receiving coun-
try, so far.

Data available from the

18,000, but total earnings
including overtime is from
Tk 25,000 to Tk 30,000.
Professionals can earn
approximately Tk 150,000
to Tk 200,000 each month.

About 60 per cent of for-

recruitment agency also
showed it sent 5,549 work-
ers in the FY 2020-2021,
7,463 workers in 2019-20,
and 9,494 in 2018-19.
When asked, BOESL
assistant gemeral manager eign garment workers in
Noman Chowdhury said Jordan are Bangladeshis.
that they are still receiving a Apart from Bangladesh,
lower number of workers' Jordan hires workers from
demands from the employ- India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar
and Nepal for this sector.
Although India and Sri
e
to Jordan,
they send highly skilled man-
power and professionals. So,
they receive higher remit-

tances despite Sendmg less
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A combination of factors,
including the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine  war-led
sluggish demand, excess
post-Covid inventory and a
local gas-price hike, has sig-
nificantly impacted the
home textile sector in the
country, industry insiders
said.

The sector, which raked
in $1.63 billion in the fiscal
year 2021-22, experienced a
staggering 32-percent
decline in exports in the
just-concluded fiscal year of
2022-23, according to offi-
cial data.

The country's earnings
from home textile exports
stood at $1.09 billion in the
last fiscal year, showed
Export Promotion Bureau
data.

Pessimism looms among
many home textile
exporters who foresee no
signs of unpmvemcnt until
next January.

This decline in exports
follows two consecutive fis-
cal years of over 40 per cent
growth, with fiscal year
2021 being heavily impacted
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Exporters attribute the
export nosedive to a sub-
stantial inventory of buyers
resulting from extensive
sourcing during and after
the Covid-19 period.

In addition, the Russia-
Ukraine war has con-
tributed to the slowdown of
demand in major markets,
including the European
Union. The suspension of
business = operations in
Russia by global fashion
giants such as H&M and
IKEA has further com-
pounded the challenges
faced by the sector.

Home textile is the coun-
try's third-largest foreign
currency earner after ready-
made garments (knit and
woven) and leather goods. It
bagged $1.13 billion in fiscal
 year 2021 (FY21).

; Expoxt earm.ugs from thc
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'EXPORT TREN

{In'billion US dollar)

FY'19

sector shuwcd 2. dcclmmg
trend, dropping 10,90 per
cent to $758.91 million in
fiscal year 2020, down from

$851.72 million in FY19,
according to data from the
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB).

While talking to the FE,
Md Rashed Mosharrof,
executive director of Sales,
Marketing and Operations
at Zaber and Zubair
(Home), said people stayed
at home longer during the
pandemic, leading to a
surge in demand for home
textiles, particularly bed
items.

Then buyers placed huge
orders. However, as eco-
nomic activity resumed and
people started venturing
outside, demand declmed
resulting in an excess stuck
for buyers, he explained.

Mosharrof said that the
ongoing war-led uncertain-
ties have contributed to
higher oil and food prices,
pmmptmg consumers to pri-
oritise essential items like
food.

Besides, the recent 150
per cent increase in gas

LY

| [

Home textile su
32pcdrop in exports

IFY 20 FY

40%

ffers

21  FY'22 . FY'23

MAJOR PRODUCTS

Bed-sheets, bedcovers,-_ Sa
pillow covers, cushion
covers, curtains, rugs, quilt,
kitchen aprons, gloves,
napkins and tablecloths

eyt ettt et F oo oty oot e e

prices has negatively affect-
ed the sector, leading to a
production cost rise of up to
7 per cent, Mr Mosharrof
added.

. "We now lagging behind
in competition especially

with India that can now
offer a lower rate," he said.

Z&7Z Fabrics Ltd, a sub-

sidiary of Noman Group,
alone exports an estimated
$200 million worth of home
textile products annually. It
is one of the largest home
textile producers in South
Asia, with a daily produc-
tion capacity of 0.3 million
metres
employing nearly 8,500
workers.

of fabric and

Industry insiders said that
some factories, originally set

up for export business, have
shifted their production
focus to the local market
due to insufficient work
orders.

Shahadat Hossain Sohel,

chairman of the Bangladesh
Terry Towel and Linen
Manufacturers
Exporters

and
Association

MAJOR MARKETS
European Union eountnes,
USA and Canada

(BTTLMEA), said that glob-
al home textile buyers have
slowed down their orders for
several reasons, including
“high inflation and interest
rates in major markets.

"We have sufficient work
orders until November last
but now the situation is get-
ting worse mostly due to gas
pnce hike," he said.

He, however, mentioned
that most of the sourcing
comes from federal purchas-
¢s or government authori-
ties in export destinations.

The BTTLMEA leader
said some 40 home-textile

factories are currently in
operation.
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[talian PM for

legal migration
of workers

UNB, Rome \

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
yesterday stressed the need for migration
of Bangladeshi workers in legal ways.

She said this at a bilateral meeting with
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

“Bangladeshi workers are doing very well
here. They have enough credibility. [ don't
wani illegal workers,” she was quoted as
saying by Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen.

On her arrival at Palazzo Chigi, the
Ttalian PM’s office, Hasina was received by
Meloni. '

Issues  including  undocumented
Bangladeshi expatriates, bilateral
trade and business came up during the
discussion.

The Italian side said they don't want
illegal Bangladeshis to stay there as locals
don’t want it. “They opened the door for
Bangladesh to send manpower in legal
ways,” said Momen.

Hasina said both documented and
undocumented Bangladeshis are working
for the welfare of the two countries. But,
she said, Bangladesh discourages illegal
migration.

Noting that her government is
developing 100 economic zones and 39
hi tech parks in Bangladesh, Hasina asked
Italy to invest there.
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invest in

mega projects: Tipu

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi
has said that Japan wants to make
investment in the mega projects of
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

He also said that Japan has
expressed its keen interest in staying
besides Bangladesh through enhanc-
ing trade and investment to materi-
alise the dream of building a devel-
oped, prosperous and ‘'Smart
Bangladesh' by 2041.

The commerce minister said this
while briefing reporters after holding a
meeting with Yasutoshi Nishimura,
Economy, Trade and Industry
Minister of Japan, at a city hotel on
Sunday. :

Mentioning that Japan had long
been a development partner of
Bangladesh, Tipu said that Japan has
already made investments in mega
projects in Bangladesh and would con-
tinue to do so in the future also.

During the meeting, they also
stressed exploring potential sectors of
investment through increasing com-
munication between the businesses of

the two countries.

The commerce minister informed
that work on signing an Economic
Partnership ~ Agreement  (EPA)
between the two countries is going on
to take the Japan-Bangladesh trade
relations to a new height.

He said the first round of negotia-
tions had already been held in Japan
while the second round would be held
in Dhaka on July 25-26. "Both coun-
tries have agreed to sign this agree-
ment very soon," he added.

Tipu said through signing of the
EPA, it would be possible to resolve
the barriers and problems of invest-
ments by Japanese firms while the
business environment would be
improved further, resulting in
increased industrial production as well
as the attraction of investment.

He said that they also discussed the
continuation of duty-free and quota-
free access to Bangladeshi products in
the market in Japan beyond the LDC
graduation in 2026.

The commerce minister said they

o

discussed how to work together on
various fronts over the next 30 years
alongside boosting bilateral trade and
commerce.

Answering a question, Tipu said
that the prices of those essential com-
modities witness an uptrend and
downtrend in the local market which
is very much related to the interna-
tional market price. "This has impact-
ed the price of edible oil, but the gov-
ernment has already reduced its price
twice." :

Replying to another question, he
said that the government always takes
action against unholy businesses while
the Directorate of National Consumer
Rights Protection (DNCRP) has been
continuing its drives across the coun-
try to monitor the market. Besides, the
government has also enacted neces-
sary laws to bring to book the hoarders
of the consumers and essential items,
he added.

Senior Secretary of Commerce
Ministry Tapan Kanti Ghosh and
other high officials were present.
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Mlgrant workers receive Tk 372m
against ms claims until ]une

FE REPORT

Beneficiaries undcr the mandato-
ry insurance coverage for outbound
migrant workers received Tk 372
million against their claims until
June this year, official data shows.

The government introduced
insurance for outbound workers in
2019  though Jiban Bima
Corporation (JBC).

The state-owned JBC settled
insurance claims made by 1,047
beneficiaries, a vast majority of
them are from dead migrants'
families.

The Wage Earners' Welfare
Board (WEWB) introduced manda-
tory insurance coverage to ensure
the financial protection of migrant
workers with benefits in case of

b A vast majonty nf the 1,047 beneﬁcl_anes |
* are from dead migrants’ famlhes S

» More than 2.5m
outbound workers
have come under
the insurance
support so far

» Insurance policy
benefit has recently
been doubled to
Tk 1.0m from Tk400,000

to Tkl.0 million from Tk400, 000

As per the new deal, each of the

The nominee will get 100-per
cent benefit in case of the death of
a policvholder during the coverage
period.

In case of accidental death dur-
ing the policy term or within 90
days after the expiry of the policy
period, the policyholder's family
will be eligible to get 100 per cent
benefit. ;

Besides, the workers will also
get 100-per cent benefit if their
eyesight, hands and legs get fully
damaged.

In case of partial damage, the
policyholders will be eligible for 10

_per cent to 100-per cent benefit
depending on the degree of their
injuries.

According to the Bureau of
Manpower Employment and

their death or disability.

‘More than 2.5 million outbound
workers have come under the insur-
ance support, so far. Of them, over
2.3 million are male and 251969 are
female workers.

The WEWB has recently dou-

earlier. And it renewed the deal
with JBC on December 07, 2022
again for two years.

The fresh agreement came into
effect from December 11. The dura-
tion of a policy is five years while
the premium is Tkl, 000 for one

workers who will return within six
months of their migration will get
Tk50,000.

The workers who will go abroad
with zero migration cost, meaning
the cost is borne by the employers,
they will not be entitled for the

Training, on average 0.8 million
workers go abroad from Bangladesh
annually.

On the other hand, the WEWB
data shows that the country receives
3,000-4,000 dead bodies of migrant
workers every year.

bled the !i‘.\eneﬁt of insurance policy time.
1he

| Financial Express

coverage.

arafataradhaka(@gmail com
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]ﬁte millers seek unpaid dues

FE REPORT

Jute millers have urged the government to set-
tle unpaid dues of duty drawback on exported
jute items urgently as the mills are in a tight spot,
according to sources.

The term 'drawback’ is used exclusively for the
refund of duties and taxes against exports,
according to bangladeshcustoms.gov.bd.

The Bangladesh Jute Mills Association
(BIMA) has requested commerce ministry to ask
the Duty Exemption and Drawback Office
(DEDQ) for refunding unpaid dues to BIMA-
affiliated millers.

According to industry insiders, the country's jute
mills are currently going through a sticky patch.

They are passing hard times due to non-pay-
ment of duty drawback claims.

Complexity arose because of selecting the

Duty drawback

DEDO mstead of banks for the payment of such
funds, they claimed.

Banks used to pay duty drawback facility

before 2013,

A good number of mills under the BIMA have
not received any duty refund despite submitting
applications and export documents for fiscal
years 2019-2020, 2020 2021, 2021-2022 to the
DEDO,

In the circumstances, a meeting was held at
the National Board of Revenue under the chair-
manship of customs member (palicy and ICT) to
review and finalise draft rules under the Customs
Act 1969. But no progress has been made regard-
ing the decisions taken in the meeting held in
September 2020.

For the sake of expanding the export of jute
products, necessary steps should be taken to
refund duties and taxes in flat rates as per provi-
sions. rezanumul@email.com
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Industrial production

growth almost halves

Industry people blame reduced export demand, inadequate gas and power

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

Production growth in Bangladesh slowed

significantly in the July-March period

of 2022-23 due to the global economic
slowdown and gas and electricity shortages at
home, according to the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS).

. The average . production of large and
medium manufacturing units grew 9.02 per
cent in | st nine months of the previous
fiscal year, down from 16.5 per cent in FY22,
shows BBS data compiled by the Bangladesh
Bank.

Mohammad Hatem, executive president of
the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said their production
levels have fallen due to slower export demand
and some domestic issues.

“Currently, our export orders have declined
and it may decline further in the coming
days.”

For example, the ongoing recession
in Germany, a major export market for
Bangladesh, recently became acute.

“So, we do not have a ray of hope for
increasing sales in the coming days,” Hatem
said.

The entrepreneur also mentioned that the
domestic gas and power crisis contributed
to slower production growth in knitwear
industries.

Anwar-ul Alam Chowdhury, president
of the Bangladesh Chamber of Industries,
said the global market situation has affected
domestic industrial production.

Following the fallout of Covid-19 and
the Russia Ukraine War, the global market
has become unstable and sales dropped
significantly.

“As ‘a result, the domestic market is

GROWTH OF
~ INDUSTRIAL
~ PRODUCTION

i Jt_f_l—Mar'peﬁod, in %

B
\ Souecsens
suffering from it.” :

Chowdhury pointed out that the US
and the EU have lowered their imports
by more than 13 per cent and 15 per cent,
respectively.

“So, the reduced growth in factory
output is not so bad considering the
decreased demand from these two major
markets. Besides, existing problems in
backward linkage in the manufacturing
sector are continuously contributing to low
productivity.”

The BBS collects production data from
2,040 factories, both public and private, on
a monthly basis to assess the movement of
factory output.

The sectors include wearing apparel,
textiles, food products, leather and leather
goods, basic metals, chemicals and chemical
products, fabricated metal products sans
machinery, pharmaceuticals, and non-

Y2

metallic mineral products.

Talking to The Daily Star, Zaidi Sattar,
chairman and chief executive of the Policy
Research Institute of Bangladesh, said
production growth has slowed due to
compressed imports.

Imports declined by about 12 per cent in
the July-March period of FY23.

i -Sattan, said -that the country’'s exports,
which are primarily manufactured goods,

-require imports:

“So,import compression will have a dilatory
impact on production and consequently, on
GDP growth.”

The slower manufacturing growth is also
reflected in the GDP growth estimate of 6.03
per cent for the previous fiscal vear compared
to 7.1 per centin FY22.

The economist said 2021-22 was a record
year in terms of exports as well as factory
output.

Sattar suggested the government move
away from import control measures, such as
limiting or delaying opening letters of credit,
and selecting import products.

“These were correct as emergency measures
to bring the current account deficit to a
sustainable level, and that has been achieved.
Now, it is time (o let the market mechanism
take care of trade and the current account
balance.”

The former World Bank economist said the
taka’s depreciation against the US dollar by 25
per cent over the past year should be enough
to restrain imports and drive appropriate
resource allocation,

Moreover, the depreciation has provided a
boost to exports that still have good potential
as the “China Plus One” geo-economic
strategy is taking deeper roots.

__ “The restrictions on raw

v

“Vietnam and Bangladesh
have been cited as the
biggest  beneficiary of
this trend, which is a plus
factor for Bangladesh
going forward. We need 10
make the most of it,” Sattar
added.

Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, research director
of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue, said the slower
growth in faclory output
indicates Bangladesh'’s
performance in the export
market.

material imports might
have contributed o lower
production.”

However, he believes
export-oriented
production may increase by
the end of the current fiscal
year.

“It appears the demand
for domestic market-
oriented products has
declined. It may be that

mebiryingpmofpeol?le

has not increased while_ !

production costs have
risen.”
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8 killed in mlshaps across
the country in two days
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E1ght persons Wwere One of the victims was o A A, B
killed in road accidents a garment worker while
across the .country in last fhe other worked at a pri- FhAm TGOS T W (¢a) ¢
two days, according the vate “Company, accm'_r'llmg T B (09) SR 7R P
available reports by agen- ' 5 prelimmary informa- T ZAE | O A IS (¢o)
cies. Of them four killed in tion bl R bl

C‘n Friday two persons
were killed and a child
wounded as a car hit their

Dhaka's airport road in
two days.
Two women pedestri-

ans have been run over and killed in an acci-
dent on Dhaka’s Airport Road on Saturday.
The accident occurred around 11 am in
front of the Xinxian Restaurant near
Jashlmudchn Road, police said.

and Mom Be
e wh.tie to Cross the

mad Said Azizul Hadue . chief of
Aitport Police Station.

"They were hit by a Binimoy Paribahan
bus headed to Tangail and killed on the
spot,” he said,

The bus has been seized and the driver, 34-
year-old Shahin, has been arrested, he added.

motorcycle in the city's Kurmitola area
today.

The deceased were Jannatul Ferdous
Jannat, 20, a college student and her cousin
Shamim Mridha, 35, an oyee

Power Distribution Company
(DPDC)L

Their niece Sadia, 8, has been undergo-
ing treatment at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Cantonment thana  sub-inspector
Rashedul Islam said the accident occurred

in the street in front of Golf

Club adjacent to Kurmitola
General Hospital around
2am on Friday.

Critically injured Jannat
and Mridha were rushed to
Kurmitola Hospital and
later shifted to emergency
department of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital,
he said, adding that Jannat
succumbed to her injuries at
4am and Shamim at 1lam
at the hospital.

He said police arrested
the private car's driver
Sayeed Nabi and seized the
car just after the accident.

In Dinajpur, two people
including a woman were
killed and five others
injured in separate road
accidents in Phulbaria and
Nawabganj upazilas of
Dinajpur on Saturday.

The  deceased  are
Rahima Begum, 36, and
Sujan Mahanto, 30.

Ashraful Islam, officer-
in-charge of Phulbaria
police station, said a head-
on collision between two
mini trucks near the head-
quarters of Border Guard
. Bangladesh-29 on
Dinajpur-Gobiganj regional
road left Rahima dead on
the spot and two others
| injured.

In the same area, five
other vehicles including a
bus and a truck overturned
losing control on the
regional road, the OC said.

Three people sustained
injuries in the accidents, he
said, adding that all the five
injured of the two incidents
were receiving treatment at
Phulbaria Upazila Health
Complex.

Besides, farmer Sujan
Mahanto was killed as the
power tiller driven by him

€
a
ujan was son of
Madhab Mahanto of
Daspara under Binodnagar
union of Nawabganj upazi-
la.

In Gaibandha, two peo-
ple were killed in a head-on
collision between a private
car and a passenger bus in
Pantapara area of Bogura-
Rangpur- Highway under
Gobindaganj upazila of the
district this morning.

Eyewitnesses said the
accident took place when a
Rangpur-bound private car
bearing number Dhaka
Metro Khal2-3086 collided
head on with a passenger
bus named Palashbari
Express bearing number
Dhaka Metro Ba 15-5274 in
the area at around 6.10 am.
Two men inside the private

R b

1

car jncluding its driver were

including its driver were
killed on the
*—Wuﬁﬁud fire

fighters of Gobindaganj
Fire Service and Civil
Defense Station rushed to
the spot and recovered the
bodies from the car. The
bodies were later handed
over to Gobindaganj high-
way thana police.

The deceased were iden-
tified as driver Mizan, 35,
son of Haque Miah, at
Dania 5 Smriti dhara of
Shyampur Dhaka and Abul
Bashar, 60, of Khilkhet
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Six p ople kllled in
llghtmn strikes

Abdur Rahman, of Terroshia  injured were Abdul Karim, 35,

Staff Correspondent - ( him dead.
Rajshahi In Bhulahet upaz.lla of village of Chapainawabganj andMshlea.san,
Chapainawabganj,  farmer sadar upazila, was seriously

AT LEAST six people were son of injured early Monday. Islam, oﬂina'-m-chalm of the

killed and three others in- ja Zahurul was first taken to Porsha police station, said that

jured in separate lightning w]]age ofDakialimen,was the Chapainawabganj General Jabbar and two injured youths

strikes in Chapainawabganj kﬂl&qu'@m,g_dnkLHosmefmmwhmhawas along with some others went

andNaogaononMnnday while he was working at a_. referred to the Rajshahi Medi- fishing in the Pumarbhaba River.
i ty . cal College Hospital. How- AnotherfannerMuuﬁnm

. aver, Zahurul succumbed to

jsadar RMCH at about 2:30am, the of Dhamoirhat upazila, was
OC added. killed in a lightning strike
n Naogaon, a youth was while he was ploughing a

strike while he was watching killed in a li killod_and two others were W
videos on his mobile phone while he ‘was at a g o strik Upara upazila,
at about 7:30am, said Gomas- a ut 9:30am, m hey were fishing t said Kazi Mozammel Haque,

tapur police station officer-in- ~sai j sadar about 6:30am in the Punarb- officer-in-charge of the Dham-

charge Mahbubur Rahman. pohcestauonoﬁoeﬁn-cha@ haba River at Porsha upazila.  oirhat police station.
Mahbubur said that family Sajjad Hossain. The deceased was_Abdul He said that another farmer

members rustied Shariful to  OC Sajiad Hossain said that _Jabbar, 28, son of Nazrul Ts- ~was also injured in the light-

Gomastapur Upazila Health in another lightning strike,

Complex, where on-duty doc- Zahtmlllslam 35, son of late lagequitpurumon and the. danger now.
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Securzty guard
electrocuted
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A SECURITY guard was
elechumﬁedatEastNakha}
para of Tejgaon industrial
area in Dhaka on Monday.
The deceased was Faizu
ﬁm.as son:fm:gmﬁm.
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from Dhalai rlver

SYLHET, July 10 (UNB):
The body of a worker, who
went missing after a stone-
laden boat capsized in the
Dhalai River in Bholaganj
zero point area of Sylhet's
Companiganj upazila on
Friday, was recovered after 54
hours on Monday.

The deceased was Aﬁk
Mia, 43, sonoflaxcMoibur]
RahmanofKahbanvﬂ]ag:of'
East Islampur Union of the |
upazila.

Acmrdmgtopolme,Aﬁk|
Mia and three other workers |
went to extract stone in the |

riveron Friday.
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Six killedin _"W”Nm*%ﬁmmm
road acc1der1ts Wﬁm

|
STAR REPORT e !
Six people were kﬂled and at Eeast 16 m]ured
in road accidents in three districts during the
last two days, according to reports from our
correspondents. 3
In Narayanganj, two teenage motorcyclists were <
killed as a carran them over on Dhaka Chattogram m 'tﬂ_
highway in Siddhirganj area yesterday. ; )1 il
Police said the accident happened around a-_
5:10am on the western side of Kanchpur Bridge ©¥
as they fell off their motorbike after hitting a road =11
divider. heor BT s FHoIS (e wereeia
Shakil Khan, 19, of Dhaka's Matuail (90) & TRz T WW +ffep L .
Dakkhinpara area; and Robiul Islam Tutul, 19, mmﬁmqa’ﬁﬂﬁ#' s O
from Pabna’s Sujanagar upazila died on the spot. waq@mwmm arrm Il 50 mw I*W

Shimrail Highway Police Camp Inspector AKM e (G105%F) 27 Mg g

Sorfuddin said the two were going to Dhakaona &t
motorcycle. When they crossed Kanchpur Bridge, e
the rider lost his control over the vehicle, resulting &g =

in the accident. B % qm
The car driver managed to flee, said the police 3 w=3m Nsia GEIQ ﬁd]@ >
officer. I TSR W RS FE o s AR
In Panchagarh, AzaharulIslam, 30, was killed as WE@WT@HMW‘Q@ ................................... i
a truck hit hunwhﬁehe“asmsmngl’anchagarh [k ke NI mm =5
Banglabandha highway in Tentulia on Sunday = gmifens fimg Tieg! SIS Sia e AZER ‘-ﬂi et g’," ‘E@‘
evening. WWWWWWM o 9 aFE A
He died at Rangpur Medical College Hospital mmﬁgmqﬁ | G ol = TR
early yesterday. ANMAR & T AT iR SefeE W ARER
In another accident, two motorbike riders were CEF mﬁwuﬁ| e =g mn%sa} 8
killed and another was injured as a truck hit their g sfers ﬁ%“@m gaAa T 3 (¢2)) G GBR
bike while they were getting on Boda-Debigan; ﬂﬁwﬁimﬂﬁﬁﬁlmﬂﬁm %:mmmmm
road from a link road at Laxhmirhat village in g iy cands, 5% 5190 2R &9 6 1.4 ‘lﬁﬁ'wﬁﬁ
Debiganj upazila yesterday. WIWWWMW O (B m&w (@0}
Dipu Roy, 17, and Sabuj Roy, 18, died on the spot ﬁwmﬁmwmﬁmﬁw AT
while Ajit Roy was critically injured. SUBTR | T M B (S WOl o TG P W O
Ajit was undergoing treatment at Rangpur ToRPETe O T (T 0 | o= _
Medical College Hospital. mmmﬂmmw g%ﬁf T, O FPIE
In Patuakhali, a bus driver's helper Mamun, gomes®4 mﬁwmw o @ TR S0 T T
35, was killed and at I€ast 15 passengers Were o st oiem (2aTes I 2 I Al S T BT AW T T
inj when their vehicle fell into a ditch beside mm I | B . A0S %1 TG S| QT 50
Kuakata-Kalapara road in Mohammadpur area e sere | e gt o 21 22T | o S s omws forem
vesterday, said Kalapara Police Station OC Ali g A% WG dmE SesfE ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ%w AR B
Ahmed. O
T WA, 49 O affee v, W e I,
The injured_were_undergoing treatment at ﬂﬂn }w%ﬁw T & Ta Deoas! 8% T 5 901
_Kia Upazilatieath (oM. . mmmamwﬁw org e T @ D3 T
Kl‘ﬂﬂl!iﬂ!lﬁﬁaﬂ@!_hﬁ’l - ““ Boes M‘ﬂﬁﬁf mwm ﬁﬁw TEEE Zed A TEE F
‘ 1M@xﬁmwﬁwm mm o o
B R | ' W TR SR SIS P IR
T e wE e A
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formst vroim il Atleastﬁmpenﬂeamlaﬂedandlzm;uredmmad

(et werz Remer accidents in two districts during the last two days.

{‘e) WarEEE e aee s In Dinajpur, a bus and a truck collided head-on

T 7= o 91 fefy in Sadar upazila yesterday, leaving a man dead and

w3 510 <8 oyaa (wmardine 10 injured. The deceased, Abu Bakkar, 30, was the

Y U | S W R h"ll’fln “w& l:_ %

Srerae r upazila, a motorcyclist was

%@E g=% miﬁz killed after a microbus hit his bike from behind in

Champatoli area yesterday.

Ruhul Amin, 38, died on the spot, said OC
Siddique Hossain of Doshmile Highway Police
Station.

3 In Birampur upazila, a man was killed and his
wife injured after a pickup hit their motorcycle at
Tatakpur village, said police.

Abdul Malek Mondal, 46, from Phulbari upazila
died on the way to Rangpur Medical College

Hospital. His wile is bemg
treated there.

In Sirajganj, two women
were Killed and another was
injured when a speeding

gyl (51T TS

truck hit a motorbike

=%

Fraae WErS e (T | 4 EE 5W
(o feS WA Uiee e | ST W1 ISP

e LB S
(S B YIS €
& o B Al HE

in Raiganj wupazila on
SEfEE f QUM 8 I WTATE Saturday night.

@ (R AT | 4 WP The accident happened
mmﬁmmmmm around  10:00pm  on
ane aF fe fes wwE) CTRE 9 e Sirajganj-Bogura highway
o Fefoa St AT TRTGCE & IO at Chandaikona,
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College student Fatema
Khatun Jim, 18, and Khadiza
Begum, 25, of Bogura died
instantly. The motorbhike
carrying them was crossing
aroad, said the OC,

The biker -~ Md Sayem
- was admitted to Bogura
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospital in
a critical condition. Police
seized the truck but its
driver managed o flee. A
case was filed.
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economist Anu Muham-
mad said that the minimum

wage of garment workers

of garment workers in
~ the country should be in-
* creased immediately to run
- their families as they were
facing price hikes of essen-
tial commodities.
Garment Sramik An-
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e s S @EE @0 TR
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m il '-‘0 WW ment labour leader Mantu
8 aﬁww AFRRAGS  Ghosh.

’ i el _ Former CPB president
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g i it S 2Cs Weass  run their families amid the im}enlvhhu e SES
= e o A, T (s 51 aF@a| sfeaw  abnormal price hike of es- thusme:ﬂdsr::m < f’uég
A . GO0l @D® SIP@A sential commodities. B o
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WIS P | G g B 1 AR diate steps for increasing  ju4ech (Marxist) coordina- — 85 E
| ;‘E:’*?;TW @_@12 F—“-T%ﬁ T U :;:Ses of the garment work- e Masudeanal general '_'g EE a
ST AT TS . ? secretary of Revelutionary £ § i
! “‘“WW“'—"{_W FEofE (W A T Former ]ah”“g‘m“ga’ Commaurymst League Iq;?{ e P
— & TpIE ey _sfasry effafi _University professor and ___ gahir Jahid, G-SKOP leader SRR |
e Naimul Hasan Jewel, la-
b)\‘ﬁ i bour leaders Mahbubur

gngéC labmsj} leai:‘lc;dseg; should be increased to at

'« Tuesday at a view exchange least Tk 25,000 per month.
° meeting said that the wage Garment labour leader
Taslima Akhter read out the

keynote paper at the pro-
gramme where she raised a
seven-point demand for the
garment workers including
declaring a minimum wage
of Tk 25,000 per month,

: i b giving 60 per cent dearness
| gf;ﬁ? '15,00“{:.“:.?81;?5 ggdgj:; allowance before declara-
Olgan-ised the amm(.; tion of the next wage board
at the mmmmm of for garment workers, mov-
Bangladesh central * office m%WElSB grade from seven

to five
o s Ganosamhati  Andolan

chief coordinator Zonayed
Saki called on the garment’

Rahman Ismail, AKM Za-
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Staff Correspondent - Sylhet
SYLHET district transport
workers began an indefinite
strike  on Sylhet~Tamabil
Highway early Monday pro-

Ahmed and his associ-
ates for preventing the bus
movement.

Over 100 buses and
minibuses kept stranded at

pj‘.ﬁw along the highway, he

testing at the local people’s sai

resistance to bus movement
on the highway on Sunday.

Sylhet District Bus-Min-
ibus Workers Union lead-
ers on Sunday evening an-
nounced the strike after the
local residents had resisted
movement of buses on the
highway on Sunday protest-
ing at a fatal accident on Fri-
day.

Waorkers union president
Mainul Islam told New
Age that they enforced the
strike demanding immedi-
ate arrest of the Jaintapur
upazila chairman Kamal

‘Local le have even
taken the bus; which fell
in an accident after a colli-
sion with a battery-run ille-
gal three-wheeler on Friday
night, in their custody in-
stead of handing it over to
the police,’ said.

Mainul claimed said that
they would go for a tough
course of action like trans-

port strike across the district
u' their demands are not met
by this afternoon,

Earlier on Friday evening,
five people were killed and
two others injured as a Jaf-

Transport workers go on strike
on Sylhet-Tamabil Highway

long-bound bus crashed into
a battery-run three-wheeler
on the highway near Darbast
Bazar at Jaintapur.

Later on Saturday even-
ing, , the local people of
gréater Jainta that included
Jaintapur, Goainghat and
Kanaighat upazilas and two
unions of Companiganj
upazila, held an emergency
meeting and decided to re-
sist movement of buses on
the Sylhet-Tamabil high-
way on Sunday protesting
at the Friday's accident.

They alleged that the ac-
cident was caused by reck-
less driving of the bus.

Jaintapur Upazila Pari-
shad chairman Kamal
Ahmed, also president in
the upazila unit of the rul-
ing Awami League, told

New Age that the meet-
ing also demanded steps
against the unskilled and
unm@ste‘red drivers hav-
ing no licence to drive any
motorised vehicles. -

He said that they did not
have any objection to solve
the crisis through social
discussion.

‘The transport workers’
union leaders, however,
did not contact us so far
and not express their inter-
est to sit with us,” Kamal
said Monday afternoon.

He also claimed that all
modes of transports, but
the buses, were plying the
highway and the connect-
ing roads in the greater
Jainta like other days, de-
spite the strike of the trans-
port workers.

.‘ ' ﬂ : WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 2023,
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Sylhet transport workers to

begin

Staff Correspondent - Sylhet

TRANSPORT workers on
Tuesday called a transport
strike for an indefinite pe-
riod in Sylhet district from
this morning, two days after
they enforced strike on Syl-
het-Tamabil Highway.

They went on the indefi-
nite strike on the Sylhet-
Tamabil Highway on Monday
amid protests staged by local
people as five peaple were
Killed and two others injured
on Friday evening when a Ja-
flong-bound bus crashed into
a battery-run three-wheeler
on the highway near Darbast
Bazar at Jaintapur.

The transport workers’
demands included ensuring
bus movement on the high-
way without any hindrance

and immediate arrest of Jain-
tapur upazila chairman Ka-
mal Ahmed for preventing
bus movement on the route
on Sunday.

Sylhet District Bus-Mini-

bus Worker Union president .

Mainul Hossain said, ‘We
have been abstaining from
running buses on_Sylhet-
Tamabil highway since Mon-
day, Now transport workers
union leaders have decided
to enforce the strike in entire
district from Wednesday as
our demands are not met.’
Mainul claimed that all
organisations of the trans-
port sector extended solidar-
ity with n their movement.
On Saturday evening, lo-
cal people of greater Jainta,
including Jaintapur, Goaing-
hat and Kanaighat upazilas

and two unions of Compani-

ganj upazila, held an emer-
gency meeting at Darbast
Bazar Mosque and decided
to resist movement of buses
on the Sylhet-Tamabil high-
way on Sunday protesting at
the Friday’s accident.

The meeting alleged that
the accident was caused by
reckless driving of the bus
and also demanded  steps

~against the unskilled and
unregistered drivers having
no licence to drive any mo-
torised vehicles.

Jaintapur upazila chair-
man Kamal, also president
in the upazila unit of ruling
Awami League, told New
Age that the people of Greal-
er Jainta do not want to be
hostage to the ill motivated
syndicate of the bus workers.

indefinite strike today

Senior residents  of the
greater Jainta also held an-
other emergency meeting
Monday night and decided
that no movement of buses
would be allowed on the
highway until Mainul Hos-
sain and District Bus Own-
ers  Association leaders
apologised to the people of
greater Jainta, he said,

All others types of vehi-
cles, except buses, will ply
the roads and if anyone tries
to obstruct the transport
movement, greater Jainta
people will resist the at-
tempt, the upazila chairman
said referring the meeting.

‘The next meeting of the
greater Jainta will be held
on’ Thursday to decide the
next course of action,” he
said.
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Combined Garment Workers Federation brings out a procession in the uapntal on Monday demanding cancelling bail of Rana Plaza
owner Sohel Rana and justice for the Rana Plaza disaster victims.

-— New Age photo
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Immediate increase in RMG
workers’ wage demanded

Staff Correspondent

POLITICIANS, lawyers, and
garment workers' labour
leaders called on the gov-
ernment and garment fac-
tory owners to raise garment
workers' wages immediately
at a rally in Dhaka on Friday.

More than 40 lakh gar-
ment workers in the country
are getting poor wages, by
which they could not run
their families, facing price
hikes of essential commodi-
ties, so there was no alter-
native to increasing their
wages without any delay,
they said.

Garment Sramik Samahti
organised the rally in front

of the National Museum at
Shahbagh, where the presi-
dent of the oxgamsahon Ta-
slima Akhter chaired it.

Ganosamhati  Andolan
chief coordinator Zonayed
Saki said that the garment
workers of the country were
suffering immensely to run
their families, facing abnor-
mal price hikes of essential

So, the government and gar-
ment factory owners should
increase their wages immedi-
ately, Zonayed Saki added.

He called on the garment
labour rights bodies to or-
ganise wage movements to
increase the wages of the
garment workers.

thb' |

Lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua
said that gnmentfac!my own-
ers should increase the wages
of garment workers so that
they could run their families
and work more fo increase
production in the factories.

Taslima Akhter demand-
ed the immediate announce-
ment of the wage board for
increasing the wages of the
garment workers.

She demanded that
the minimum wage be Tk
25,000 per month.

She also demanded that
the garment owners give a
60 per cent dearness allow-
ance to the workers before
the effect of the new wage

_board award.

Garment Sramik Samhati
general secretary Babul Hos-
sain called on the garment
workers' rights bodies to
be united in waging move-
ments for increasing wages
for the garment workers.

Labour leaders Sohela

Rumi, Rupali Akter, Anjan
Roy, Mizanur Rahman, Ar-
sadul Islam and Liza Akter,
among others, spoke at the
rally.

The rally was followed
by a protest procession that
ended in front of the Nation-
al Press Club.

Several hundred garment
workers with banners and
festouus took part in the pro-
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Bangadesh Garment Sramik Samhati organises a rally in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka
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Workers of 2 tea gardens continue

strik
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THE workers of Imam Tea
Garden and Bawani Tea Gar-
den at Nabiganj upazila of
Habiganj on Monday contin-
ued their indefinite strike for
second consecutive day to
press home their five-point
demand including immediate
payment of their due wages.
Theygatharedinf.mnluf
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in the moming and staged a
sit-in there for two hours be-
tween 11:00am and 1:00pm
to drum up support in favour
of their demands, the agitat-
ing workers said.

Bawani Tea Garden Pan-

until meeting their demands,

.

ing the work. Let alone the

arrear salaries, the
authorities even did not pay
thewaek}ywagasforthepast
week, forcing us to begin the _
movement, he said.

The five-point demands
include payment of their
due wages and festival al-
lowances, reimbursement of
the provident fund,
their house rent and medical
allowances.

The agttam%_wmiuasj

garden leged that the leaseholders of

the gardens did not take any
effort to dishurse their arrear
wages of Tk 81.59 lakh and
festival allowances of Tk 14.47
lakh that was remained due
since the fiscal year 2019,
Even the garden authori-
ties have not paid the amount
EmmthepmmdﬂmfundtoBS

ion leader Subhas Rabidas
-told New Age that they were
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Bangladesh Trade Union Centre brings out a procession, demanding the minimum wage for the
garment workers Tk 20,000 per month and the withdrawal of the Essential Services Bill, in Dhaka
i — New Age photo
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Tk 20,000 as
MINIMum wage
for RMG workers

"BTUC  president

i

lhera.ﬂy mmmmtwﬂﬁ s.rsrﬁi! rn-
The garment work- W
THE leaders of Bangla- ers are facing problems

desh Trade Union Centre
demanded the minimum
wage for the garment
workers Tk 20000 per
month and the withdrawal
of essential services bill
at a rally held in front of
the National Press Club
on Friday.

Presided over by the
Sha-

hidullah Chowdhury,
central leaders of the or-
‘ganisation, including

Wajedul Islam Khan, Mah-
bub Alam, Abul Kalam

! Azad, Abur Razzak and

" Shahida Parveen spoke at

to run their families due
to abnormal price hikes
of essential commodi-
ties, so their wage should
be  revised immedi-
ately, said Shahidullah

General secretary of the
organisation, Wajedul Is-
lam Khan demanded the
withdrawal of essential
services bill as it would
size the democratic rights
of the workers. -

The rally was followed
by a protest procession

that paraded different city S

roads.
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demand for immediate pay-
ment of their due wages.

The workers' leaders an-
nounced the programme in
the afternoon after withdrawal
of their blockade from the Dha-

ka-Sylhet highway at around

2:00pm on assurance from the
local upazila administration to

meet their demands.
Earlier on the day; they be-
gan demonstration -blocking
ﬂaehlghwayatRokanpm'Bazar
at around ~

of Nabigenj
noon to press for the demands. -

press home th&ir-int :

thagnrdens failed to run the
gardens for long due to mis-

management.
_He said that'the two gar-
 their demands since January.
‘Not only arrears in the
past, the authorities failed
to pay the weekly wages for
‘the past week that ended on
Thursday. Thét is why the

' ers president Gopen Jhara said (€&

that they would start boycott-

ing work from Sunday and W THfbe

continue their movement until

gardens, Fakhrul Islam, said
that the demands of the work-
ers were logical and said that
he was trving to meet their
demands’ through discussing
with the leaseholders.
Nabiganj upazila nirbahi
officer Imran Shahriar said
that they convinced the tea
garden ‘workers to withdraw
the road barricade and as-
smedthemaftahngs@ato

ftﬂﬁiMﬂmamls.
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Strike in two ‘Habiganj tea
gardens continue for 8th day

Staff Correspondent - Sylhet

WORKERS of Imam Tea
Garden and Bhabani Tea
Garden of Nabiganj upa-
zila in Habiganj continued
their indefinite strike for the
eighth consecutive day on
Sunday to press home their
five-point demand, includ-
ing immediate payment of
thelr due wages.
Df%;t:mred in front

of Imam Tea
Garden in the morning and
staged demonstrations, in-
cluding staging a sit-in,

bringing out a procession
and holding a rally on the

-day to drum up support in

favour of their demands, the
agitating workers said.

Bhabani Tea Garden Pan-
chayet Committee general
secretary Debul Tantubai
told New Age in the after-
noon that they waited ftill
the late afternoon for receiv-
ing their due wages from the
garden authorities.

‘The garden owners
did not take any steps in
this regard though thev on
Thursday ensured that they

would pay a portion of the
due wages of the workers by
Sunday;’ he alleged.

The five-point charter of
demands include payment
of their due wages and fes-
tival allowances, reimburse-
ment of the provident fund,

their house rent
and medical allowances.

The agitating workers al-
leged that the authorities of
the gardens did not take any
effort to disburse their wage
arrears of Tk 81.59 lakh and
festival allowances of Tk
14.47 lakh that remained

due since the financial year
2019. :

Even the garden authori-
ties did not pay the amount
from the provident fund to

'35 workers, who retired by

this time as the authorities
had already embezzled TK
55.89 lakh from the fund,
they alleged.

Manager of the gardens
that run by the same group
of leaseholders, Md Fakhrul
Islam, could not be reached
over the mobile phone for
his comment despite repeat-
ed attempts in the afternoon.,

-
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Tea garden workers stage
demonstrations in Habiganj

Staff Correspondent - Syihet

WORKERS of two tea
gardens at Nabiganj upa-
zila in Habiganj continued
their indefinite strike for
the third consecutive day
on Tuesday to press home
their five-point demand,
including immediate pay-
ment of their due wages.
Workers of Rashidpur
Tea Garden at Bahubal upa-
zila in the same district,
meanwhile, also staged
demonstrations demanding
immediate steps to cancel
the lease order of commer-
cial sand extraction from a
canal at the tea garden.

The workers of . Imam

Tea Garden and Bawani
Tea Garden of the Nahiganj
upazila gathered in front of
the factory of the Imam Tea
Garden in the morning and
staged a sit-in there for two
hours between 10:00am
and 12:00 noon to press for
their five-point demand.

The five-point charter of

demands include payment
of their due wages and
festival allowances, reim-
bursement of the provident
fund, ensuring their house
rent and medical allow-
ances.

The agitating workers
during the sit-in shouted
slogans to drum up support
in favour of the deman
and -claimed that they
would not join work until
meeting their demands.

They alleged that the
leaseholders of the gardens
did not take any effort to
disburse their arrear wages
of Tk 81.59 lakh and festi-
val allowances of Tk 14.47
lakh that remained due

“since the financial year
2019,

Bawani Tea Garden Pan-
.chayet Committee presi-
dent Rambhajan Rabidash
told New Age in the after-
noon that the garden au-
thorities did not pay their
wages of the past week forc-
ing them to go for move-

ment.

The workers of Rashid-
pur Tea Garden at the Ba-
hubal upazila brought out
a procession at noon de-
manding immediate can-
cellation of the lease order
allowing commercial ex-
traction of sand from Ka-
maichara, a canal that.flows

ds through the tea garden.

Workers of  several
tea gardens, including
Fayezabad and Rampur,
adjacent to Rashidpur Tea
Garden also joined the
procession extending their
support to the demands.

The processionists “also
held a rally after parad-
ing main roads inside the
garden to press for the de-
mands.

They claimed that 32
dwelling houses along the
Kamaichara already were
damaged in the flood.

If sand is extracted com-
mercially from the quarry
of Kamaichara inside the
Rashidpur Tea Garden,

houses of the tea garden
workers would be put at se-
rious risk of collapse, they
alleged at the rally.

The tea garden worker
leaders claimed that they
would go for a tough move-
ment if their demands were
not met.

Among others,
Fayezabad Tea Garden
manager Syed Saklayeen,
Rampur Tea Garden manag-
er Md Shafik Miah, Rashid-
pur Tea Garden Panchayet
Committee president Nrip-
en Chasha’and Rampur Tea
Garden Panchayet Commit-
tee president Champalal

Rabidash addressed the
rally.
Contacted, Bahubal

upazila nirbahi officer Ma-
hua Sharmin Fatema told
the Kamaichara has been
leased out for extracting
sand by the ministry con-
cerned.

‘We already have sent a
letter to the higher authori-
ties in this regard’ she said,

Y



WGRKERScftwutmsardgns
at Nabiganj upazila in Hab-

fifth consecutive day to press
‘home their five-point de-

Garden and Bhabam Tea
Garden gathered in front of
the Imam Tea Garden's office
at about 11:00am and staged

iganj on Thursday continued

aminthereuplo‘lmpmtu
' drum up support in favour
of their demands, the agitat-
ing workers said.

Bhabani Tea Garden

Panchayet Committee gen-

eral secretary Debul Tan-
tubai told New Age in the
afterncon that they would
continue” their strike until
receiving payment of their
wage arrears.

The five-point charter of

demands include payment of

their due wages and festival

allmmms, reimbursement
of the provident fund, en-
suring their house rent and
medical allowances. z
The agitating workers
leged that the authorities of
the gardens did not take any
effort to- disburse their due
wages of Tk 81.59 lakh and
festival allowances of Tk
14.47 lakh that remained due
since the financial year 2019.
Even'the garden authori-

‘ties had not paid the amount

from the provident fund to

Strike in m;o Habi ganj tea
gardens continue for 5th day

35 workers, who retired by
this time as the authorities
had already embezzled Tk
55.89 lakh from the fund,
they alleged. :
Imam and Bhabani tea
gardens’ chairman GK Ma-
hiuddin Chowdhury Ratan
on Wednesday agreed to pay

* a portion of the wage arrears

by Sunday.

The workers, however,
said that they would with-
draw their strike after getting
the payment. =
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How far are we in ensuring
decent working conditions
for domestic workers?

There is a huge-demand
for domestic workers
from city dwellers, but
domestic workers must
be brought under the-

protection of labour laws

the ILO Convention 189 concerning

* decent work for domestic workers is-a

historic achievement that acknowledg-
es domestic workers as equal to any other
workers with the right to an acceptable min-
imum standard of working conditions. The
Convention was adopted on 16 June 201 at
the 1ooth International Labour Conference
in Geneva.

It was the hard work done by domestic
workers’ organisations-that made it possible
to get ani overwhelming vote for the Conven-
tion. Bangladesh is one of the countries that
supported the adoption of the Conven tion as
a result of the continuous advocacy of trade
unions and civil society.

The government also formulated the Do-
mestic Workers Protection and Welfare Poli-

cy, 2015 (DWPWP, 2015) to ensure the rights -

and dignity of domestic workers.

According to the policy, a Central Moni-
toring Cell was also formed under the Min-
istry of Labour and Employment for.better
coordination among stakeholders.

Despite that, if we look back and analyse
the situation in the last 12.years, how much
Bangladesh has been able to advance in
ensuring the rights and dignity of domestic
workers remains unclear.

Statistical data and legal protection

According to the ILO, there are eurrenily
at least 67 million domestic workers world-
wide, excluding child domestic workers and
this number is increasing steadily. As per
the information from the International Do-
mestic Workers Fetleraﬂon, there are some
7.4 million children domestic workers under

the age of 15 years. In contrast, there are no-

updated statistics on domestic workers in
Bangladesh. It is believed that this number
is more than 2.5 million. Their contribution is
not calculated separately in the GDP. -

No significant reflection of DWPWP, 2015
is found in this sector, although it is a unique
policy with a number of salient features that
include the provisions of appointment let-

ter, working hours, rest, leave, maternity
leave, education and training, action against
abuse, monitoring and inspection etc. .
Again, no strong enforcement of this pol-
icy is evident in the workplace as there is no
obligation. Therefore, a demand was sent to

the government from the Domestic Workers™

Rights Network (DWRN) to include domestic
workers in the Labour Law-2006 and bring
them under the coverage of legal protection.

Existing challenges in accessing
justice against torture
A newspaper survey from the Bangladesh
_Since the formation of the
. Central Monitoring Cellin
i 2016, only seven meetings
. have been called so far,
which is not enough in
- terms of progress. The last
meeting was held on 31
‘March 2022. Jtis r.ertam
that if the monitoring cellis:
not activated properly then’
full nmplernentatlon of the
DWPWP, 2015, will not be
posslble.

]nqntute of - ‘Labour Studies-BILS - reveals
that in 2022 a total of 33 domestic workers

were victims of humiliation, sexual torture
and abuse, leaving 15 killed arid 18 injured.:

Shockingly, most of them were under the
age of 18. It was also found that over the last
11 years (from 2011 to 2021) a total of 629 do-
mestic workers were subjected to torture.

Let’s look back at the challenges in ac-
cessing justice. The causes range from not
filing cases at the right time, delaying the
submission of evidence, compromising in
lawsuits for money, being unable to handle
the case due to lack of money, taking ad-
vantage of the helplessness of the domestlc
workers to save the offenders, lack of spe-
cific evidence against the criminals etc. Due
to all these reasons, the cases are weakened
and the criminals also escape justice,

Ratification of necessary Conventions

Apart from Convention 189, the . Inter-
national Labour Conference, in June 2019,
adopted - Convention 190 concerning the
elimination of violence and harassment in
the world of work. The Conventien covers all
sectors in the public'and private, rural and
urban, formal and informal, and it protects
all workers irrespective of their contractual
status. Ratification of-these conventions is
currently needed as S

0RO

35 countries of the world have
already ratified Convention 189
and 27 countries have ratified
Convention 190.

It can be assumed that the
government is willing to ratify,
but it also requires prior prepa-
ration to do so. The govern-
ment has to come forward to
implement that goodwill, for
which there is a need to sit to-
gether with ILO, tradé unions
and civil society. -

Slow functioning of the
Central Monitoring Cell
The Central Monitoring Cell
has a vital role in addressing
all issues regarding domestic
workers because relevant min-
istries, administrative bodies,
trade unions, employers' fed-
erations and civil society repre-
sentatives are involved in this.
structure to propose direction
as per reports and feedback
derived from different cells.
However, since the forma-
tion of the Central Monitoring
Cell in 2016, only seven meet-
ings have been called so far,
which is not enough in terms
of progress. The last meeting
was held on 31 March 202z2. It
is certain that if the monitoring
cell is not activated properly

then full implementafion of
the DWPWP, 2015 will not be
possible.

Decent working conditions
for domestic workers

A recent study on decent work
for domestic workers, con-
ducted by Dnet -for BILS, has
revealed that 84% of domestic
workers are below the poverty
line based on current purchas-
ing power parity (PPP). It was
also found that most of the
live-out domestic workers live
in slum areas and 75% of their
households only have one
room.

m@rmm



The average monthly in-
come of domestic workers is
BDT 5311, while 319% of them
can eat three meals sufficiently
around the year. None of them
have received any appoint-
ment letter from their empioy-
er. Approximately 60% of them
do not receive any leave and
76% have no access to social
security support from their em-
ployers.

Way forward toa
better tomorrow
Despite many setbacks, the
government is committed to
the development of domestic
workers. DWPWP, 2015 is a

good example of this, There is
also a matter of hope that the
monitoring cell will continue
its activities despite various
limitations.

Domestic workers believe
occupational training can in-
crease their productivity. A
aumber of development part-
ners have been providing live-
lihood and technical training

to them to empower them so-
cially and economically. Secur-
ing Rights of Women Domestic
Workers in Bangladesh is a
project that has been working
towards this for the last couple
of years. _—

'To embrace the opportunity
of the Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution (4IR), a number of de-
velopment partners are work-
ing for the better livelihood of
domestic workers. For exam-
ple, Manusher Jonno Founda-
tion (MJF) is implementing a
pilot pioject named Shuchona,
to introduce a digital finance
system aimed at empowering
domestic workers,

Apart from this, Hello-
Task, a private company, has
already introduced an app-
based domestic worker service
similar to Uber. Although it is
running on a limited scale, it
is hoped that further research

TRIWATR (T
and development will enable
this service to be expanded.

A previous decent work
study conducted by Change
Initiative recommended that
there should be an e-database
for domestic workers where all
the information regarding their
status and employers’ details
would be available. If the gov-
ernment does this successful-
ly, then domestic workers will
be able to adapt to the Smart
Bangladesh system.

In conclusion, there is a
huge demand for domestic
workers from city dwellers. In
this regard, a number of busi-
ness initiatives are essential to
formalise the sector. However,
to ensure professional status,
domestic workers must be

brought under the protection of
labour laws. Finally, if aware-
ness can be created at all levels,
it will be possible to.ensure de-
cent work for domestic workers.

MD. YOUSUF AL-MAMUN IS A
COLUMNIST AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF THE BANGLADESH INSTITUTE
OF LABOUR STUDIES-BILS, EMAIL:
YOUSUFALMAMUN@GMAIL.COM
Disclaimer: The views and
opinions expressed in this ar-
ticle are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions and views of The
Business Standard.
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