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Workers of different garment factories in Gazipur stage a demonstration at Bhogra, Chandana on Saturday demanding that the
government announce an “acceptable” minimum wage as soon as possible. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 2 2023

BGMEA urges Us

buyers to raise price
of apparel ratlonally

Faruque urged the AAFA
to engage with the brands
and retailers under its mem-
bership to rationally adjust
the price level.

‘I would sincerely re-
quest you to kindly pursue
the US brands and retailers
to consider a rational price Islam.
upcharge for the orders to
be produced from Decem-
ber 1, 2023 onwards. This
is important for a smoother
transition to a new
scale,’ said the BGMEA let-
ter to AAFA president Ste-

brands, on July 27 in a let-
ter to prime minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed its con-
cerns over labour rights

Giaﬁm:l.}.lﬁlalsusarrtacqpy
of the letter to the BGMEA

'pmsldant

The national trade associ-
ation of America also urged

Bangladeshi authorities to

raise the wages of ready-
made garment Wworkers and
to actively engage true rep-
resentatives of workers in
the ongoing minimun wage
review process.

It also uged that the
Bangladesh
hold accountable those re-
sponsible for the death of
trade unitm leadar Shahidul

Regrettably. the murder
of Shahidul was the worst
in a series of growing attacks
against unions, from violent
assaults against lahour lead-
ers to delays and denials of
registration for new unions,

the AAFA said in its letter.
The US business plat-

form said that they were

closely monitoring the cur-

rent mmnnum wage review

representatives, labour un-
ions and all other relevant
stakeholders to promote an
atmosphere of open dia-
logue and inclusivity.

Responding to the AAFA
letter, the BGMEA presi-
dent apprised them of the
ongoing initiatives of la-
bour law reform, review of
minimum wages and ini-
tiatives of apparel makers’
trade bady for the wellbe-
ing of the workers.

ing the murder of
union leader Shahidul Is-
lam, the BGMEA said that
they condemmned' it and
sought proper investigation
and expedited trial.

The BGMEA in its let-
ter apprised the AAFA of
suspects who had already
been arrested and law en-
forcement agencies who had
taken me case wtth utmost
priority.

A=\
@IFEE | S ABRT 3030 |
zﬁ%ﬁt@ 'ﬂ-ﬁ’fﬁ
(G2 CTOIEa
R GIRET

wlavia wEgefed oEl ST A=Y
sifarar 21-F (B CreiE «ao T 300 B9
e (e e | foeE e a3 T
wE Ty -9 @rem wArey e
(@ G A o Ao e dioTs
e 2TdaEn SrEw I @ OF BofES
TTeTw @17 SPEDITG €, Saoie (EIF s
s¢fuR Fensa e

afempe  omE  afeEendiome

viafe fime 2-dw e w99l 9 @A
afed | e fre = v Seiteee
Sl STTE WU W AT O,
foff wweAPT AN FTEel ASTTE
T W | S et G (T B,
G | AfTre 4E SREW Witg| W
b i e 1 e, sl
AT ST

aElle IEE FEE (}NEF a6 AN
QTR FET TG | BIET 200 71 (@Idna |
weerE  dtre et Fee e,
WES! WEN ¥4 bIeE Faed wat el
@] fag ¥ @5 ©REW Tl
BT G

& AT T, CABE @M AT
AEW, 300 TTE @ SfEFTET T BT (U
v i W wEe | 3 A e
CEE s BP0 | OF (40E 7
I T AT @ o oA | i o
-7 el vRET o O WaliEE
eTl TAE T afﬁﬁir.ﬂ'aﬂmﬁwﬁa
HET G|

R @ AW, @FEY @6 Fie
T wlal) g-Tiy aesta Az AfeEs
€, @ GO @Yy TS TR
WWWWWWW|
afre @ e el aEm, et
et oy caeETTe FEEAE TeE
T TR




aifo Tdesiag 212w foq T
A W AL 5, 00 @16
WeTd | I WEAEE I3 Y
qhe a1 724 ,2¢0 @I TAE |

Trerw efetams, na

GeAfa- A5G 9% FAeH S9! =g fow
H2 = | 1fas A agif o fsams
T E e I ) - e | 8 1) B A
Uire awifa s owel @ @ U
e 9foE #hrE A

I ANE ALTEA WH 8Oy FIb
THICEE o A srute) @B I o
Tl TEAE S0 W g
=neleet @1 e TR CTSAE gean
@ W arsE “*%E‘;ﬁémm
GEIE S gl R e
GiLbEce IS O So0E » S ve
ST S SR T FCE & T
50 *F8IL™ | 1 GEIE ¢ WO A% Tafew
T 0% S 89y (2 GHATER 75 |

FAMS So20-38 WHAEE d4w =T
(TEAI3-CIL559) & Q&TE Wb @b SEEe
=<1 Tl 2 w3 9@ TS qEEe gl
FACHA ey » wIE @ o @l e
wIFEEd gy oIS 5 3eE seo @
Eg 0§ zafes) W@ mele
widatas q9w WA; wefte gAE a9l
Iy 2 2 de i aw wow| agif
THEA A (2R) srewie @ vy
e @3 siaweTm sfameaE e

Py

1 G5 cApTrE A @iyl dren
5eifs TeaRE «eq ofe sy I@TR
| HTTERESE 2EAI5% SaTT AT | S
BTl @ BINEIETS Y1, ST sifdmrems v,
215 & HIBETS °4, (2N (Gaiie, e

&N AL o GITAE, R TLFAH 00,

“ .@mmm

B | T 4 SrRCs G
W, COTIS RIGT I GBI
A W S Sars ovaws T

AT, ATALLTED, e SIrdiE 4@
0 (R

AeEwd  won  atE  SEE-meED
YR W AP SmIE et Seld
wIEE SN B mE Sarl @)
QLHNTT IWFA FECE wy e, e
PTSBHE A3 I 46 Hq0RE 4% 0L
83 WIGTE W F4WR ye8 @I weEas
<Y ST G S NI EF5 G-
WEGd WY &AW e A
ArarsAfE =i agitre Swm-sTen we ey
G GF SR e 20 Ao W
AT YEE T 4l faEise eof 519 =
N me Tr am W
weAfERema )

TS w @ 7By aFfym @hend s
oMt o @ agamE D
wifebleres ifem armem are, 6 Sre daq
o 29w A agis egfe s s
G AT SIS T, S Wl e
@& 78R Us Site sars =ErE =7
B FAED GG (A1 wices @sie
€7 AT HOE| FAST 9 e 4rd A€
TEgREAE T S BY TEES
QB B Ao (721 Aeg 11 | 43 q%d
S SN WS (T (W) il
(O (48 W A9 | w4 Lofd (ATE 2@
S AT TS WA =Rl G| 9 SEEy
e dreeE afiE fare W smnes
ANAFENR AR T 2Urs whows w1
BIE @ TROMGTHA SH0ed Ao (74 T |

Holle

g TTfAm A SiBanacss TERenfs
Y , o7 fAETE & TEE s
@fb GerrE | :

i T s, sefs sono-s8
wdqwred 2w efErE (b Ay agife
b O (B (SIPIE WI9 AT WoHE |
q W S s s Ziena vy @l
TEIE CHIE | % AT TS TeAT 97T
FASC EAR S0 TR (@ | 578 SR
A fon w1 oI 291 2afest » wena
29 @I weray | veife wdkuran oo fom
T S IS <itee W was @
TeElitad 4G (S W3 sbe I wEiad
Gred AT AW ZE0E] 92w o
(TS AYTS 3% 2ate s 7=l 90
B GlEH (AMTE 29 8 w4l
» *TEET| ;

BeIfs wifTRa Q9 4w ofa AT
7 way @ e mue st @
BINGES #1407, Su 1B Qe &Y e | %
7€ 578 TR IR FWEY SHAE Sbr
T g8 el 43| 7S FA T8 26T
2033-30 GHfawn @3 «ien @I FrafeE
(STt 2 *MaIS™ | ©FF 91T, Berfo aatad 29w
foq1 o= srvel @ sraEEte weE I
“faf%fe wms ame warz)

beife wdaeEd oww ofere I
efEFarems Yitwe asie Ak ae @i
q¢ 1Y Selld | 9% 4S9 9% S0OE o

e 2 TorRel @ 2wl e G qEay

@ IfS TR #11G @ <15ES AT, Sb @I aa
Y el 2 (GHDIZE, AT 38 b
TEAHR gel @32 » @I e
TeETlcge feunfis o ae1f™ e «a s
A '8 AHEHT Ag 2@ 5 e va,

gy WS o Telew,

@w
SIERES gem 5 Teet @R T
TS AT IR 5 TNE @y ore | |

——



e Frey

DHAKA MONDAY OCTOBER 2, 2023
ASHWIN 17,1430 BS

Empowermg victims of
gender-based violence

Local org helping women become self-reliant in Ramu, Chakaria

TAHIRA SHAMSI UTSA

Anandi*, a 23year-old homemaker
from Ramu, faced gender based
violence as soon as her in-laws learned
that she was pregnant with a girl child.
“My in-laws see girls as a huge
burden, so | was sent back home (o
live with my poor parents,” she said.
Tahmina®*, a 25year-old from
the same village, was also subjected
to GBV. "My in-laws were extremely
conservative and my husband often
verbally abused me as soon as I
wanted to go outside,” she said.
Anandi and Tahmina are among
many such victims ofl=GBY. Their
' are further elevated due to
a lack of a steady income source,

According to a World Bank study,

menumberofwomenwhulmt}obs '
during the pandeml(. is 42 percent
higher than menin Ramu.

Aiming to ensure sustainable
income for women in Cox’s Bazar,
the International Rescue Committee
initiated Economic and Social
Empowerment (EASE), a year-long
project, in July last year.

Under the initiative, Young Power
in Social Action (YPSA), a local
organisation, with aid from USAID's
Bureau lor Humanitarian Assistance,
is working to mitigate mistreatment

against women, by powmmgthan
to become self reliant in 14 unions of
Ramu and Chakaria.

So far, it has empowered 57,360

people in the past year, by providing
them with skill-based training,

Participants attended 16 free
training sessions and men from
selected families also benefited, said
Saptarshi Barua, upazila manager of
YPSA.

Nusrat®, team leader ol Nakshi
Kantha training group, said, “We
now dream of opening our own sales
centre following the training.”

Shamsher Uddin Mustafa, project
coordinator of YPSA, said, “Society
cannot move forward leaving women
vulnerable. We are working to make
them self reliant.”

“Clients of EASE are now more
skilled, empowered, conscious, and
resilient,” said Rebecca Oketcho,
programme deputy director at IRC.

*ldentities arc protected with
pseudonyms.
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Garment factories going green, driven
by buyers and competition

Self-motivation, market-driven factors includ-
ing buyer requirements, and sustaining competi-
tiveness are the key factors that motivate the
greening of garment and textile factories in the
country, according to a new Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) study.

It also found that government regulations
related to environmental standards have a rela-
tively weaker influence in this regard.

According to the study findings shared on
Tuesday, four major types of barriers have been
identified that factories in the local textile and
RMG sector face while embarking on their jour-
ney towards green transition.

Policy and institutional barriers included a
lack of harmonisation of policies and regula-
tions, regulatory and policy uncertainty, weak
regulatory, management and monitoring sys-
tems, and enforcement.

The absence of market-driven incentives like
premium prices for good products, Tack of infor-
mation, awareness and knowledge about green
technologies and best practices and access to
finance also restrict firms' capacity to embrace
sustainable technologies, according to the study.

The CPD study titled "Securing Green
Transition of the Textile and Readymade
Garments Sector in Bangladesh" was carried out
on owners and managers of 403 factories and
4 541 workers in the country.

CPD Research Fellow Muntaseer Kamal
revealed the findings at a dialogue chaired by
CPD Executive Director Dr Fahmida Khatun
held on Tuesday at a city hotel.

State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam
was the chief guest while EU Ambassador 'to
Bangladesh Charles Whiteley and Sweden
Ambassador to Bangladesh Alexandra Berg Von
Linde, among others, spoke.

The study found that 69.70 per cent of facto-
ries are self-motivated to obtain green certifi-
cates.

Besides, 54.55 per cent of the owners have
taken green initiatives thanks to their marketing
strategy, while 39.39 per cent obtained different
green certificates for competitiveness in the mar-
ket, it showed.

Major areas of green investment by factories
mcluded technologies related to energy conser-

_v_gti_c:n_,_ {enewa.ble energy, building-level energy

metre, controlling air and dust pollution, man-
agement of solid waste and wastewater and
building-level water metre.

Large factories are more likely to be aware of
green certification than smaller ones, Mr Kamal
said, adding that the main perceptions of workers
regarding green practices in factories are that it
reduces health hazards and improves productivity.

Showing the average green investment in the
last five years per factory, he said large factories
have made Tk 78.07 million in investment,
which is 36.98 per cent of their total investment.

Despite lower total investments, small and
medium-sized, as well as micro-sized factories,
allocate a higher percentage of their total invest-
ment - 44.84 per cent and 53.99 per cent respec-
tively -- toward green initiatives, he added.

The study recommended developing a com-
prehensive strategy that covers all aspects of a
green transition for the textile and RMG sector.

This should include short-term and long-term
goals, indicators, targets, timelines, roles, budgets
and monitoring mecham.sms.

Other suggestions included deve!opmg a com-
mon framework for green standards and certifi-
cation, providing assistance to obtain green-relat-
ed certifications, ‘market-driven incentives like
tax breaks and subsidies, withdrawing fiscal sup-
port to the polluters and offering premium prices
for products from green factories.

State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam

said Dhaka i3 the most polluted city and this
issue needs to be addressed.

He asked for recommendations for green tran-
sition policy, saying they would incorporate the
necessary ones into the Ninth Five-Year Plan..

Explaining the study's context, Dr Fahmida
Khatun said the green economic transition is cru-
cial for sustainable economic growth thanks to
the increasing demand for environmentally and
climate-friendly production and consumption.

RMG is an important sector considering its
contribution towards economic growth and
employment, as well as women empowerment,

she said, adding there are many green certificates
ranging from water, waste, to chemical manage-
ment.

There are also various requirements from
brands and buyers for such green certifications,
each with their own specific standards, she said,
suggesting unified and harmonised standards.

EU Ambassador Charles Whiteley said more
regulations are coming, as the EU has a circular
economy action plan, textile regulations, recy-
cling initiatives and the latest due diligence that.
could ultimately impact the Bangladesh industry
and how they do business.

Regarding green premiums for the green tran-
sition, he said it is important for ensuring decent
wages and EU consumers also need to acknowl-
edge this and be willing to pay more, which,
according to him, is a "tricky mix".

He also talked about wages in the RMG sec-
tor, saying they are not sufficient for a family,
particularly one with kids.

"The onus is not only on the government, not
just on the industry but also on brands and buy-
ers," he said, suggesting real engagement and
partnership to address the challenges.

Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of the
Netherlands in Bangladesh, Thijs Woudstra,
said, "There is no alternative to improving work-
ing conditions, wages and protecting workers'
ng;m only RMG but also other sectors should
be sustainable and that could be possible if the
right policy and framework are taken and prop-
erly implemented, he noted.

Explaining the different measures taken by the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), its vice presi-
dent Md Shahidullah Azim said the RMG indus-
try has already made unparalleled advancements
in green transition. They are consideted a global
model of a green manufacturing hub and want to
continue this momentum toward excellence.

"While the factories are making significant
efforts to ‘make their production greener and
cleaner, the price doesn't reflect it. Because these
initiatives come at a higher cost,” he said, sug-
gesting research focusing on how they can ensure
a reasonable price structure for green transition
in this sector.

He requested the CPD to focus on other haz-
ardous industries that pollute the environment.

munni_fel@yahoo.com
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Global economic headwinds

BGMEA seeks govt support
to safeguard RMG sector

Bangladesh Garment Manufactu-
rers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) has called for government
support and cooperation in ensuring
resilience and continued growth of the
readymade garment (RMG) industry
amid a challenging global economic
environment, reports UNB.

A BGMEA delegation led by its
President Faruque Hassan made the
call during a meeting with Sheikh
Mohammad Salim Ullah, Secretary of
the Financial Institutions Division, at
the secretariat on Wednesday.

Other members of the delegation
were Senior Vice President SM
Mannan (Kochi), Vice President
Rakibul Alam Chowdhury, and Chair
of BGMEA Standing Committee on

Challenged Industry Md Anisur
Rahman.

The discussion at the meeting
revolved around pressing issues relat-
ed to the garment industry, the current
state of global trade, the implications
for Bangladesh's RMG export per-
formance and potential strategies to
address the challenges.

BGMEA  President = Faruque
Hassan pointed out the difficulties fac-
ing the industry, citing a noticeable
decline in garment exports.

This decline is mainly due to low
consumer spending on clothing,
resulting from high inflation in major
export markets such as Eurape and
the USA, he explained.

Highlighting the siguiﬁcanoe of the

garment industry in Bangladesh's
economy, Faruque Hassan stressed the

ce of prioritising the safe-
guarding of the RMG sector during
these testing times.

Support and cooperation from
financial institutions, including
Bangladesh Bank and other banks, are
crucial, he said.

He highlighted the necessity of
quick and efficient financial services
to enhance the industry's competitive-
ness.

If the RMG industry can maintain
its . competitiveness and sustain
growth, it will substantially boost
Bangladesh's export earnings, thereby
contributing to the country's foreign
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Women must unite to |
combat gender violence

Speakers tell NI]era Korl ﬁtar roundtable

STAFF CORthPUNDI:Nl

Women must unitedly confront and
combal violence and sexual harassment
at home and workplace, said speakers at
a roundtable yesterday.

The event, “Beyond Freedom: The
Unfinished War Against Patriarchy
for Women's Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights,” was jointly organised
by Nijera Kori and The Daily Star at The
Daily Star Centre in Dhaka.

Joining the programme virtually, Prof
Zobaida Nasreen of Dhaka University
said cases of violence against rural
women rose during the pandemic amid
lack of awareness.

Maheen Sultana of Centre for Gender
and Social Translormation of BIGD said,
“Younger women often face harassment
in the workplace. Even though they
knew that, they would face it like it's
natural. So, we need to address this issue
to create a sale work environment.”

Nishath Sultana of Plan Internatonal
recommended training (eachers in
gender sensitivity to incorporate and
emphasise the importance of integrating
these lessons into mainstream education.

Journalist  Shishir Morol  drew
attention to an alarming 46 percent
rise in unwanted pregnancies, citing
government data, He said some 45 perl:enl

Wwﬁﬂuﬁw

Speakers at the roundtable -- “Beyond Freedom: The Unfinished War Against
Patriarchy for Women's Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights” -- at The Daily

Star Centre yesterday.

mothers still went through a C section to
give birth, which is concerning. He called
for women to step up and make informed
choices regarding childbirth.

Ayesha Akhter of BLAST said some
women opt for C-sections against
medical advice, while some doctors
recommend them unnecessarily. She
also highlighted the importance of
promoting normal deliveries for the well
being of mothers and babies.

Trans rights activist Joya Sikder
stressed the need for a culture of respect,

mmtionmg the challenges faced by %l w

Women must unite

FROM PAGE 5
education, sayving that
people  with disabilities
arc vulnerable to sexual
abuse and exploitation

and sexual minorities, toend
violence and discrimination.

Rehnuma Ahmed
discussed the necessity of
uniled action to combat

: PHOTO: STAR
community members when seeking
treatment in public hospitals.

Chandra Tripura, founder and
director of Hills Resource Centre, said
women in hilly areas face difficulties
during menstruation due to water
scarcity, often resoriing to medication
Lo manage their periods.

Md Shahnawaz Khan Chandan, an
assistant professor at the Institute of
Education and Rescarch of Jagannath
University, called for sexual health
education to be included in basic

due to limited access (0 yiolence and sexual

information. Prof Kaosar harassment, sayin S ﬂi!i:la ;':l

Alsana from James P Grant 3 matter of uug efislence Ly

Schaool of Public Health pow” B AT s

‘JPGSPH] at Bl’«](‘. L:[]_i!.'el‘sit)’ Arlisl. Dilara Bugum .................................................................................................................
said, “We are still struggling  Jolly,  retired  Justice fog® Gural w1l e i HeEs 55
to impart comprehensive Krishna Debnath, G, TATSRACE I5E TS TG et
sex education among our Manusher Jonno I e Wi I (R e WO
children. Until parents Foundation programme T gel Wb E @A Y
openly discuss it with their  head Banasree Mitra, and pTa 7t | w{firaE AEE ST @ T
children, it will remain a Brac’s JPGSPH  director T @bl SR el wiel QIR

taboo.” Farhana Alam, spoke at the T FIEwEIEIbE e R
Rita Houkayem, senior poundtable, among others. i weafen @ #fifby Tom fft or
_development oflicer (gender Nijera Kori Coordinator %1 0
equity), High Commission Khusi Kabir moderated the faeidl =fiw Fearon werife T e
of Canada in Bangladesh, programme, Sushmita S (R CUPIBITER FePifErg e WRe 359
emphasised collective  Preetha, editor of editorial 7 FSTETR IR A g 2,
action and urged for focus and opinion section at @ el ST, GIEET

on marginalised groups,
! parLILularlg women, girls,

The Daily Star, made the
concluding remarks.
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self-motivated marketing
strategy: CPD study

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Sustainable and  environment friendly
practices adopted by a section of Bangladesh's
garment and textile manufacturers are
mainly a marketing strategy driven by self-
motivation, according to a new study of the
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),

Self-motivation was the factor for 69.70
percent of the factory owners, found the study
on securing green lransition ol the textile
and garment sector in Bangladesh, revealed
through a ceremony organised by the CPD at
Amari Dhaka vesterday. -~

Some 54.55 percent adopled those as a
marketing strategy while 39.39 percent to
gain market competitiveness.

The adoption of the practices accelerated
after the Tazreen Fashions fire and Rana
Plaza building collapse mainly to improve
the country's image amidst criticisms
from international communities over poor
warkplace safetv and labour rights.

Though not a requirement of international
clothing retailers and brands, the shilt
had other perks such as savings on energy
and water bills and better productivity and
health of workers form working in improved
workplace environments.

However, the factory owners have been
demanding premium prices [rom their
trading partners, reasoning that clothes made
through such practices are a big draw for
conscious buyers and a few billion US dollars
have already beerr invested for the purpose.

Bangladesh currently has 202 LEED-
certified garment and textile industries, of
which 73 are of a platinum level, 115 gold, 10
silver and four green.

The Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LFED) certification
is provided by United State s Green Building

Council.

The LEED certification level depends on
how much a project adhered to prerequisites
and credits that address carbon, energy, water,
waste, lransportation, malterials, health and
indoor environmental quality.,

Bangladesh is home to 13 of the world's
15 top-rated LEED certified green factories.
Another 500 units are currently engaged in
securing the certification.

The adoption of green

practices accelerated after

the Tazreen Fashions fire

and Rana Plaza building
collapse mainly to improve
the country’s image

The green practices have some benelits
such as worker health improvements and
compliance to standards, but fair wages are
also important and the brands have the rules
to play for fair wage, said EU Ambassador (0
Bangladesh Charles Whiteley.

The wage issue is now going through a
pivotal moment as the Tk 8,000 minimum
monthly salary of garment workers fixed five
years ago is currently under review, he said.

The amount is not conducive to healthy
living as people worldwide are struggling with
rising living expenses, he added.

“So, the onusisnotonly on the government,
the onus is not only on the industry, but also
the onus is also on the brands and buyers,”
said Whiteley.

There are excellent examples of real
engagements and partnerships, he said,
citing one between the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) and Swedish retail giant I1&M on
reducing carbon emissions by 30 percent by

2030. :

Consumers in Europe also have to wake
up at this difficult time and they need to pay
more for garment items, he said. “Get the fair
price in Europe, pay the workers well and be
compliant,” he said. '

It is tricky mix and not so easy, added
Whiteley.

Financing and trade benefits can be
availed but Bangladesh must retain its

~ ——competiliveness alter  the 2026  United

Nations country status graduation and
diversify exports, he said.

Sharing the study findings, Muntaseer
Kamal, a CPD research fellow, said 182
garment [actories, 221 textile factories and
4,541 workers were surveyed.

Small and medium enterprises have limited
ability to adopt green technologies compared
to the large ones, the study also said.

Harmonised adoption of green practices is
important as the requirements are different
depending on the buvers, said CPD Executive
Director Fahmida Khatun while moderating
the seminar.

Initiatives solely by the factory owners and
the government are not enough as Lthe workers
and international communities should also
be involved in adopting the shift, she said.

Such studies could be conducted on other
sectors, suggested Md Shahidullah Azim, a
BGMEA vice president.

The greening iniliatives are there in the
government’s eighth five-year plan, said State
Minister for Planning Shamsul Alam.

Dhaka is one of the world’s dirtiest cities
and it needs Lo be addressed through the
initiatives, he said.

Bangladesh will be a trillion dollar
cconomy by 2032, when 30 of the planned
100 special economic zones will go into
operation, he said.
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Ane e mﬂaﬁon CPD suggests

I"ﬂ_'{ﬁﬂ‘@r?

Tk 17,568 as] RMG minimum wage

Stafmespondmt
THE Centre for Policy Die-

logue, a local think tank, on  [§

Sunday proposed that the
minimum monthly wage for

readymade garment workers

should be Tk 17,568 so that |

the workers can cope with
inflationary pressures in the
country.

The CPD unveiled its esti-

mation at arj event titled ‘re- |

vision of the minimum wage

of RMG workers: observa- |

tions and recommenda-

tions’, held at the Lakeshore -

Hotel in the capital Dhaka.
The organisation made

the proposal for minimum

wages of the RMG workers

taking into consideration

food and non-food expens-

es, number of household °

members, number of earn-
ing members and a certain
percentage of savings.

The CPD - study found
that on average each worker
household consisted of 3.7
members and of them earn-

the neces-
sary food items and its mar-
ket prices, the survey esti-
mated that an adult (male
and female), involved in
manual labour, should con-
‘sume foods worth Tk 5,385
in a month.

Using the same standard,
it found that the food cost for
a child should be Tk 1,937 a
month.

The survey also estimat-
ed the total non-food cost of
a garment worker’s family at
Tk 12,881 a month.

The, CPD estimated the
total monthly cost of a gar-
ment worker family at
Tk 29,410, and if the cost
adjustment for inflation is
being considered, the total
cost would be Tk 31,942

As per the Anker for-

,u!ﬁm

;M‘%h;. |

.?.A‘!gglél_

Banglad&sh Garment Manufacwem and Exporters Association president Farugue Hassan, Centre for Policy Dialogue re.'aearm
director Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Minimum Wages Board chairman Liaquet Ali Molla, Garments Workers' Trade Union
Centre president Montu Ghosh, factory owners’ representative to the minimum wage board Md Siddigur Rehman, RMG workers'
representative to the minimum wage board Sirajul Islam Rony and Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association
executive president Mohammad Hatem are present at an event titled ‘Revision of the Minimum Wage of RMG Workers: Observations

and Recommendations’ organised by CPD at Lakeshore Hotel in the capital Dhaka on Sunday.

mula, we are proposing
Tk 17,568 as the minimum
monthly wage for a RMG
worker in which 10 per
cent discretionary savings
hasbeenmcludad, CPD re-
search director Khondaker
Golam Moazzem said while
presenting the study report.
The Anker formula is the
maﬂmda]ﬂgyfurmaasurin,g
living wages. St
e study
:flheglohalhuyersmmmse
the prices of product by only
7 cents, the proposed wage
would not put any pressure

on the readymade garment

factory owners.
The CPD conducted the

.survey on 228 readymade

garment workers in 76 facto-

ries in Dhaka, Narayanganj,

Gazipur and Chattogram.
The study found that the

existing minimum wage Tk
8,000 was announced in
2018, but it was not imple-
mented in many factories.

It showed that 41.7 per
cent of the surveyed work-
ers who joined after 2019
at grade 7 or higher was
with less than the minimum
threshold of Tk 8,000.

The CPD found devia-
tions in 17.1 per cent of the

The report showed that
42 per cent of factories did
not practice any grading
system while 67 per cent
of workers was not aware
regarding at which period
they would get promoted ta
the next gmds :

to the study,
while the standard fam-

ily food cost should be

Tk 16,529 a month, the gar-
ment workers are being able
to spend Tk 9,198 a month.

having a number of impor-
tant food items such as eggs,
sugar, fruits and milk, it said.

According to the survey;,

12 per cent of the worker
families did not buy milk at
all, 5 per cent of the worker
families did net buy sugar at
all and 5 per cent of the work-
er families did not buy any
kinds of fruits at the moment.
Garments
Trade Union Centre presi-
dent Montu Ghosh differed
with - the amount the CPD
proposed, saying that the
workers' minimum monthly
wage should be Tk 25,000
with 65 per cent basic pay.

Workers'

— New Age photo

He said that the real de-
mands of workers were not re-
flected in the study as the voice
nfwmimmmsupplessedm

the factory premises
from

‘We are hstemn,g the tales
of advancement of the RMG
sector, but the trade union
rights of the workers are di-
minishing day by day in the
sector,” Montu said.

a tough time due to inflation.

‘We want to increase the
wages of waorkers, but. the
amount should have to be a
logical one so that the indus-
try could remain competi-
tive in the global business,’
he said.



e Frer

An eye eye on inflation, C

snntaﬂvatotheRMGmini-
mum wage board, said that
the need of workers and
capability of factory owners
should be considered in set-
‘Many trade unions have
demanded Tk 25,000 as the
minimum wage. We will be
hnppythi:wam vamore
worke butnllshoufﬂ’eon—“
nidarthesm'vimiaftﬁom-
tor,’ haldd e
“Sirajul Islam. Rony, the

mnt%mhsck a pﬁ!sibla
m?mmm-.
rent once the worker wages
were raised.

Mohammad Hatem,

‘ecutive president of the

Bangladesh Knitwear Man-
ufacturers and Exporters
Association, said that 80
per cent of the RMG export-

ers was struggling for their
existence as demand for

He said that without en-

ﬂﬂnﬂhy the global uym:.

it would be difficult for the
factory owners to imple-
ment increased wages of
workers,

‘We are investing in
sustainability and increas-
ing wages, but buyers are

age not contributing a single

penny to it, rather they
are sucking our . blood,
Hatem said,
Minimum
chairman Liaquet Ali Molla
said that they held three
of the board and

visited small, medium and
large factories across the
‘We have received some
demands from various or-
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sBoa:d_

D

ganisations and all the

an amount as the minimum
wage, which would be ac-
to both workers

ars Faderation president
Touhidur Rahman said that
Bangladesh's RMG export-
ers were gaining additional
Tk 1,090 crore due to the ap-

preciation of the dollar.
He demanded a decent

' mgafurRMGworkm

Garment Sramik Samhati

‘president Taslima Akhter

said that ash was
the mandwadhrgmt
i ot b

tely, its . .worker:
wages were the lowest in
the world.

She said that the Bangla-
desh RMG sector developed
a lot, but workers were de-
prived of the share of the

"BGMEA seeks
price hike from
buyers again

T ARG TeRT dnRs 'ﬂc_uﬁ‘ﬁv ‘ ; ‘_ :

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Bangladesh Gamn:nt Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
yesterday again sought a price hike of
garment items as the government is
working to implement a minimum wage
for four million garment workers from
December this year,

BGMEA President Faruque Hassan
said in a letter: “Firstly, we need our
buyers to
s o wel
contexts | prioritics, and support us
through ralm-nai I 'admstments.

He also wrote letters to the buyers who
are operating through liaison offices in
Bangladesh, Action, Collaboration and

- Transformation (ACT) and American

Apparel and Footwear Association
(AAFA), asking to recalculate the price
for orders which will be processed from
the beginning of December.

“Secondly, it's time for us to think long
term. The increase in cost and wage are

unavoidable, and we cannot compete

in certain product categories if costs

and mLernguat;r i neg:d;g ﬁpd ways to. ppnmlse
——..{'__‘qﬂs FEacle | 1 ) -

continue on this upward trend, no matter
how efficient we are,” he added.

He urged local garment suppliers to
find new opportunities, underlining
the need for constant improvisation,
innovation and diversification = into
items thar match the sector’s cost and
competitive trajectory.

Ie added that there was no alternative
to investment in machines, technology
and skills.

with resource me :md redm:e wastage.
he added.

The BGMEA alsourged thegovernment
to take appropriate measures to control
inflation and to bring its workers under
a special salety net programme including
food rationing.

“We appreciale our buyers and
development partners for their
support and we urge them to find
more areas to support us in ensuring
the wellbeing of the workers. We are

passing through a wurbulent time bu
it’s not new (o us.”

_IFTY
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Greemng of RMG factories

Wednesday | October 11, 2023 Page

remains unrewarded

ithmungthatgreenmgﬁlemem
factories of the country with huge investment
done little to fetch fair prices compared to
many competing countries?

A recent report released by the lead think-tank
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) finds a com-
mendable improvement in the move to make fac-
tonagmenmthe years. The report based on a
study titled ", Green Transition of the
Textile and Readymade Garments Sector in
Bangladesh” was carried out on the owners and
managers of 403 factories and 4,541 workers in
the country. Th:mdyfmmmn@?ﬂpecmt
u£ self-motivated tc green cer-
havetakmgmmmthanhwﬂ:mmm

ing strategy, w!:ilsS?szzpummm 3

ma:mgementofaohdmiraudmmand

building-level water metre. The study report also
attemptedtoeshmmﬂ&emmentmademm
regard. Average green investment in the last five
ymperfacﬂ#yhasbem'lk?&ﬂ?mﬂon,
whlchrs.’v&?ﬂ' cent of their total investment.
1-sized factories allocate a high-
er percentage of their total investment -- 44,84 per
cent and 53.99 per cent respectively - towards
green initiatives, the study found.

No doubt a praiseworthy job, but at what
return? This indeed is a key question. While the
factories are making significant efforts to make
their production greener and cleaner, the price
offered by Western buyers doesn't reflect it. While
globalga:memmuﬁﬂsinmstanuansfurmgw
mtﬁumwmprm@cuonmm
masuhstanuﬂm,ﬂmezsasyetncsagnufm
a marginal hike in prices.

Since the incidents of Tazreen fire in November
2012 and Rana Plaza building collapse in April

_ While global garment retailers insist on transfornung
 garment factories into green production units

' involving substantial costs, there is as yet no sign of
even a marginal hike in the pnces, writes Wasi Ahmed

2013 that shook the entire garment-industry with
potential threats for the future, the country's ready-
made garment facrories have undergone large-scale
renovation works to ensure safety of their workers.
The two of international

representative agencies
bnm ﬁaeEUbasadAmﬂmdNonh
Asnericabrsed A ; ?

ly, mﬂnywmofﬁwsﬂwm.&nr factories-

mostly located in Dhaka and

Accompanying the factory remediation works,
there have been a lot of proactive moves by a
good number of large factory owners in that they
advanced far ahead turning their factories into
green factories, This involves a major shift in
energy and environmental design of the factories
and significant investment in eco-friendly produc-
tion processes. In a short time, surprisingly
indeed, the country topped the list of garment

producing countries in the number of full-fledged

green factories. The factories received Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certificate from the United States Green Building
Council (USGBC). A LEED-certified factory
ensures 25-30 per cmtlcsswamandencrgycon
sumption, and fewer industrial accidents, like fire.

Reports say that around 70 garment factories
have received LEED certification from USGBC,
Another 280 factories are in the process of get-
tmg LEED certification. Among all the export-
mg countries taken together, Indonesia's position
is next to Bangladesh with 50 LEED certified
garment factories.

With things better positioned now than ever

before, it was expected that international buyers
free as they are from the indictment of procuring .
from unsafe and hazardous production places,
will pay a little extra while placing orders to these
state-of-the-art factories. Unfortunately, this is not
happening. A local daily recently reported that
green garment factory owners, who spent huge
amounts for setting up these units, are dismayed
as their efforts are not being rewarded by interna-
tional retailers by way of higher prices. It has
been learnt that construction cost of these facto-
ries is 20-30 per cent higher than the regular ones
because of the special design and introduction of
newer technology.

It may be noted that consumers in the devel-
oped world, backed by consumer rights protection
groups, make it a strong point that products like
garments, footwear etc must not be sourced from
countries where working condition is unsafe. With
the transition towards green factories taking place
fast, Bangladesh garment factories have been able
tumakeabolds:epmlmpmvmgthecw:raﬁcon-
dition of the warkplaces. With the number of
green factories on the rise, the situation has not
only improved from where it was years ago, but
theovera]lwurkplacesceucisreportedjyfarbeﬂer
than most competitors.

Under the circumstances, the buyers need to
acknowledge this and be willing to pay more. The
EU ambassador who was present at the CPD's
report release event has reportedly said so. The
onus is not only on the government, not just on
the industry but also on brands and buyers, he
said, suggesting real engagement and parmership.

wasiahmed. bd@grmail.cony
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Small farmers going thru
i “hardship: experts

‘GTAR BUSINESS REPORT

Small and marginal farmers are
increasingly finding it difficult to sustain
their livelihoods based on prevailing crop

| practices, marketing channels and value
| chains, said experts vesterday.

These concerns were voiced during an
event on citizen's agenda for inclusive
development and fairness organised
by the Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh.

Four papers are presented at the event
organised at Brac Centre Inn in the capital
on four different crucial issues to capture
the views of the country's left- behmd
‘stakeholders.

Jinnat Ara, a reséarch fellow at the

Bangladesh Institute of Development
Studies, presented a paper on

| transforming agriculture for an inclusive
| and diversified economy.

She said the government has
taken initiatives toward agricultural
transformation including installing solar-

| powered irrigation pumps, establishing
|agriculture information centres and
distributing agriculture assistance cards
| for subsidies.

| “In spite of these initiatives, backward
and forward linkages between agriculture

and industry have remained weak,” said
Ara,

She said the main challenges that
agricultural transformation was
facing were a labour shortage, land
fragmentation, access [0 resources,
climate change and environmental
degradation, weak water management,
lack of skilled labour, etc.

A lack of appropriate government
policy and limited research and
development are also key barriers, she
said.

Unplanned urbanisation has reduced
the quality of life of city dwellers as global
indicators rank Bangladeshi cities as the
least liveable ones, said Shanawez Hossain,
an assistant professor at Independept.
University, Bangladesh. i

He was presenting a paper on providing
public utilities and services against the
backdrop of unplanned urbanisation.

Despite substantial investments, urban
development initiatives face critical
setbacks as the standard of living remains
dismally low, exacerbated by a lack of
coordination among  organisations,
experts said during a discussion on the
Lopic.

Vulnerable backward communities are
at risk, and youths grapple with an acute

shortage of skills and decent employment
opportunities, they said.

It is often heard that Dhaka is one of the
most polluted cities in the world. But the
government has spent about Tk 1,35,000
crore [or the development of Dhaka in the
last decade, said Hossain.

This means that there is a difference
between policy implementation and
money allocation, he said,

In spite of various
initiatives, backward and
forward linkages between
agriculture and industry
Me remaimwmk, said

--«.-ﬂaﬂ

‘He also sdid e wﬁ%te‘was growing at th'

rate of 20 percent every year in the city
and a large portion of solid waste was not
collected.

According to him, this dire condition of
cities wasdue (o a lack of good governance,
coordination and information policy.

The city's service providers should be
strengthened, More than 30 organisations
are involved in traffic management in
Dhaka. But none of the organisations
know what the others are doing, he added.

In order to develop urban services,

laws should be updated and made
people-friendly, people should be given
correct information and examples ol
different countries should be taken into
consideration, he recommencs.

In most of the cases, the discussion
on recent economic advancement in
Bangladesh remains limited to “average
development”, said Debapriya Bhattacharya,
convenor of the citizen's platform.

“But behind this average there are
various types of errors or inequities.
People who fall behind or are held back
do not develop as much as they should
with this average as their vulnerability
remains,” he said.

“ There is another 'factor in maving

]:mfj; a_ lower-middle-income country

to an upper-middle income country,
which is the middle-income trap, said
Bhattacharya, a distinguished fellow of
the Centre for Policy Dialogue.

To save Bangladesh from this
middle-income trap, production-based
diversification should be brought into the
economy, he said.

He also said Bangladesh was
now in the process of a democratic
transition. He hoped that there would
be a fair, competitive, participatory and
transparent election in Bangladesh.
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grow by 24 93pc in Q1

BANGLADESH'S - apparel
exports to the non-tradi-

24.93-per cent growth in the
first quarter (July- Septem
ber) of the current financial
year 2023-24 against a dis-
mal growth of export earn-
ings from the country’s ma-
jor markets in the period.
The United States, the

are considered as non-tradi-
tional or new markets.

grew by 24.93 per cenl lo
$2.24 billion compared with
those of $1.79 billion in the
same period of FY23, ac-
cording to Expart Promotion

Bureau data.
rding to the data,

the share of Bangladesh's
to the non-
!:mditlonal markets hns been

increasing graduall

'Themadymadegﬂrment
exports to the new markets
are increasing mainly due
to the apparel diplomacy
and product diversification,’
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-

sociation Faruque
Hassan told New Age.

He said that exports to
the US and the EU were go-
ing slow due to high infla-
tion caused by the Russia-
Ukraine war and the gap
was being filling up by the
performance of new mar-
kets. '

The data showed that
the share of Bangladesh's
apparelexportstothenun—
traditional market in the
first quarter of FY24 in-
' creased to 19.32 per cent
!fmm1?4apemantmtha

tional markets witnessed a [&

A file photo shows a crane arranging containers at the Kamalapur Inland Container Depot in
the capital Dhaka. Bangladesh's apparel exports to the non-traditional markets witnessed
a 24.93-per cent growth in the first quarter (July-September) of the current financial year
markets 2023-24 against a dismal growth of export earnings from the country’s major markets in the

July-September of FY24 period.

same period of FY23.

RMG exports to Japan in
July-September period of
FY24 increased by 39.44 per
cent to $446.78 million com-
pared with those of $320.40
rmllmnmﬂlesameperindnf
FY23.

The country’s apparel ex-
ports to Australia in the first
quarter of FY24 increased
by 54.11 per cent to $344.77
million with
those of $223 71 million in

RMG exports to South
Korea in July-September of
FY24 increased by 37.01 per
cent to $179.61 million com-
pared with those of $131.10
million in the same period of
FY23.

quarter of FY24 increased by
44.18 per cent to $90.55 mil-
lion compared with those of
$62.80 million in the same
period of FY23.

RMG exports to Brazil in
July-September period of
FY24 increased by 53.79 per
cent to $36.93 million com-
pared with those of $24.01

million inﬂ'lesamepariod
of FY23. :

‘We are optimistic that
Bangladesh's apparel ex-
ports to the non-traditional
market will increase more
and it will help us to reduce
dependency on the EU and

the US for export earnings,”

Faruque said.

He said that the BGMEA's
apparel diplomacy coupled
with product diversification
and increased shipments of
high value-added products
were the main’ reasons for
the increase in exports to the
non-fraditional markets

The EPB data shuwed
that Bangladesh's RMG ex-
ports to the US, the largest

destination for the

export
country, in the first quarter

— New Age photo

of FY24 grew by 2.77 per

cent to $2.06 billion com-

pared with $2.01 billion in

the same period of FY23. .
The country’s RMG ex-

FY24 fell by 4.41 per cent to
$1.45 billion compared with
those of $1.51 billion in the
same period of FY23.

RMG exports to the UK,
the third largest export
tination for the Bangladash
in the first quarter of FY24
grew by 21.35 per cent to

$1.44 billion compared with

those of $1.19 billion in the
same period of FY23. <=

exports to new markets
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Setback in garment export to

India with 7.69pc Q1 fall

Bangladesh's shipments to other markets post fair growth

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh sees a setback in gar-
ment export to India, with a 7.89-
percent fall recorded in the first
quarter of this fiscal, on a year-on-
year tally, although shipments to
other traditional markets grew.

Readymade garment exports
fetched USS 282.82 million from
India during the July-September
periad of the fiscal year 2023-24
as compared to $ 306.39 million
earned in the Q1 of FY 2022-23,
according to data compiled by
Bangladesh . Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association (BGMEA).

During the period, knit items
witnessed a 14.64-percent fall to §
117.24 million and woven 2.04
per cent to $165.58 million.

Exports to other major non-tra-
ditional markets like Japan,
Australia, Russia, Korea, China
and the UAE increased by a range
between 27 per cent and 54 per
cent during the period, according
to data.

Apparel exporters attributed the
fall to shrinking demand in India,
as in other global markets.

When asked, Asif Ashraf, man-
aging director of Urmi Garments
Limited, said one of his Indian
buyers deferred shipments, result-
ing in a significant fall in exports

RMG EXPURT T[l NON-TRADITIONAL MARKETS

JUI-SEp 2022

32040

223.71
57.34
- 306.39

131.10

50.19 -

~ 62.80

Source:EPB == -

to the neighbouring country in the
last two months, especially in
September. .

Another. exporter said that
India's data reflect the real sce-
nario. of the country's: overall

‘export performance as the majori-
ty of factories could not utilise

85.49

63.69
40.22

Pre 0830
o ALER,
i _..31&[; :

half of their production capacity

Jul-Sep 2023 Gmmm 5

448. 78
344.77
73.19
282.82

179.61.

74.72
90.55
86.75
69.88
58.30
75.41
36.09

45.43

47.27

e
E

for the last several months due to
shortage of work orders,

Talking ' to ‘the FE writer,
Mohammed Hatem, executive
president of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers  and = Exporters
Association (BKMEA), said the

items

demand for
declined in India like in other

apparel

major destinations, including
Germany.

Md Shah:dullah Azim, vice
president of BGMEA, said that
India's overall imports also fell

due to the globa{ factors.

When asked, Dr Khondaker
Golam Moazzem, research direc-
tor at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), said: "The cur-|
rencies of both India and
Bangladesh have witnessed signif-|
icant devaluation that might have

affected the export of local appar-
el items."

He suggests monitoring the slt-
uation, and says the exchange rate
might make the Indian imports
from Bangladesh costly, intensify—‘
ing business risks.

Local RMG exports to the
neighbouring country, however,
reached the billion-dollar mark for
the first time in FY 2022-23 when
the country earned $1.01 billion,
recording 41.58-percent year-on-
year growth, according to
BGMEA data. |

In the same fiscal vyear,
Bangladesh's overall exports to
India stood at $2.13 billion, |

£ according to Export Promotion |

Bureau  data.  Bangladesh,
received US$1.99 billion from |
exports, including RMG, to|
India in FY '22. |

On the other hand, imports
from India stood at § 13.69 billion
in FY 2021-22, according to avail-
able data from the central bank, in
a yawning trade gap with the big

economy.

munni_fe@yahoo.com
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LEADERS of Sramik Kar-
machari Otkya Parishad, a

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2023

memorandum, the SKOP lead-
ers held arally in front of the Na-
tional Press Club where labour
leader Razequzzaman Ratan
said that the government-was
going to amend the labour law
without consulting the TCC.

Mareaver, it was going lo
pass the Essential Services
Bill 2023 in the parliament
by which workers’ rights to
hold strikes to realise their
demands would be cur-
tailed, Ratan said.

SKOP hands over

memorandum to PM
Demands refraining from amending labour law

Another labour leader
Wajed-ul Islam Khan who
chaired the rally called on
the government to refrain
from - the labour
law and passing the bill.

If the government fails
to meet their demands, the

programmes from a
rally of the workers to be held
al Central Shaheed Minar on
November 5, Wajed-ul said.
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The government at its

investigate what is

growth of Bangladesh's | . :
apparel SaleS in the I n thc Wednesday (October ]8)'5 1ssue

TS Fler
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Tropicana Tower, (4th floor) 45, Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000

Saturday, October 21, 2023
Kartik S, 1430 BS: Rabius Sani 5, 1445 Hijri

N Bangladesh's readymade garment (RMG) export to
its majority non-traditional, or emerging markets has been
witnessing a robust growth, its performance in the neigh-

bouring India, also an emerging market, has been rather dismal. In
this connection, the data provided by the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA) show that in
the first quarter (July-September) of the current fiscal (FY2023-24),
the RMG export growth in the non-traditional markets including
Japan, Australia, Korea, China and UAE ranged between 27 and 54
per cents. The export volumes to these destinations increased to US$
2.24 billion from US$ 1.79 billion during the same period in the pre-
vious fiscal (FY 2022-23).

But when it comes to the export to India, a completely opposite
picture is in sight. The same BGMEA figures further point out that
the first quarter of this fiscal (FY 24) saw a volume of apparel export
to India worth US$ 282.82 million, whereas over the same period in
the previous fiscal, the amount was US$ 306.39. In other words,
export of apparel goods to India fell by7.89 per cent year-on-year.
The dichotomy is indeed intriguing. Being the next-door neighbour
having common geographical borders and good communications by
land, sea and air between the two countries, Bangladesh should have
rather been at an advantage in its export-related trade with India vis-
a-vis other remoter non-traditional
export destinations. It is not only from
the point of view of lower transport

diplomatic level needs | cost'of goods fo bihs compatcd
to pursue the matter, | other remoter destinations. The exist-

5 ing very warm diplomatic relations
while the local exporters | perween the two close neighbours. i
at the field level should | another important reason why

Bangladesh's exports, especially of
apparel products to India should

As it is not happening that way, some
exporters of apparel goods, as reported

holding back the

of this paper, viewed that it might be in
line with the general fall in demand
globally. In this connection, a reference
to the postponement of shipment by a local RMG items exporter (of
course, as requested by his Indian buyer) to his Indian counterpart
was also made, obviously, to the dismay of the former. True,
Bangladesh's exports to its major traditional destinations including
the USA, Canada and European Union have been falling as evi-
denced by the shrinking volumes of work orders from those coun-
tries and economic blocs.

Thankfully, now that the non-traditional markets have emerged as
a potential alterative, it is expected that the reduced export earnings
from the major Western markets could be compensated to some
extent by the increasing exports to these non-traditional markets.
While explaining this reassuring development from emerging mar-
kets, some exporters, as reported, were of the view that it was, what
they called due to 'apparel diplomacy' as well as product diversifica-
tion and added value to the exported RMG products that lay behind
the success. In that case, why, one wonders, the same policy has not
worked in the case of India? No doubt, it demands a convincing
explanation. At this point, the government at its diplomatic level
needs to pursue the matter, while the local exporters at the field level
should investigate what is holding back the growth of Bangladesh's
apparel sales in the Indian market. Also, as some experts have indicat-

Indian market
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ed, the depreciation of both Indian rupee and Bangladesh taka, which
might have played its part in the matter, should also be looked into.
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22-DAY BAN ON NETTING HILSA

15,000 FISHERS

passing days in hardship

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Around 15,000 fishermen in
Patuakhali district are passing
days amid hardship as they're
yet  to receive government's
assistance although 12 days of the
ongoing 22-ban on calching hilsa
have already passed.

The ban has been in place
since October 12 to create a safe
breeding ground for mother hilsa,
leaving about one lakh fishermen
in Patuakhali unemployed during

Even the registered fishermen
are not getting rice on time, Also,
only 25kg of rice is allocated for
22 days per family, which is much

i

less than their needs, they said.

The hishermen also said they
needed cash assistance along
wilh rice.

“With no income during these
22 days, [ am finding it difficult
to survive with my family of five
without getting any government
assistance. 1 am bearing the
expenses by borrowing money,”
said Abdur Rashid, a fisherman
of the Itharia area of Patuakhali.

Abu Hanif of Barabighai area
of the Sadar upazila and Harun
Chowkidar of Chhota Baishdia area
of Rangabali uparila, echoed the
same,

“I got 20 kg of rice which will
hardly be enough for these 22

They are vet to get govt assistance

days. We will also need oil, salt
and vegetables Lo eat with rice.
With no income at present, how
will 1 buy these?” said Mamun
Howladar, another fisherman
from Rangabali upazila.

Contacted, Mahfuzur Rahman,
senior fisheries officer in Patuakhali
Sadar upazila, said all fishers will get
rice within the next two days.

Md Anisur Rahman, field
assistantat Baufal upazila fisheries
office, said,"Around 6,000 of
the 7,000 listed fishermen in the
upazila received rice as all could
not be brought under government
assistance due to low allocation,”

Kamrul Islam, Patuakhali district
fisherics  officer, said, “Around

%

#

PHOTO: STAR
65771 of the 85,000 registered
fishermen in Patuakhali district
got 25 kg of rice each while names
of 10,000 more have been sent to
higher authorities for approval.”

Regarding cash assistance, he
said it is a matter of government
policy.

“Initiatives have been taken
to further increase government
assistance including re registering
fishermen who are out of list.
The amount ol assistance is also
steps are on lo create alternative
employvment for the fishermen,”
said Nripendra Nath Biswas,
deputy director of the Department
of Fisheries in Barishal division.

|
|
|



Govt framin nat'l wage policy

Al formal, mfomal sectors to come under wage regulatzons

Moinul Haque

THEgovemmenthastahsna

move to formulate a natipnal
wage policy with the aim of
ensuring timely and equita-
ble wages to improve the liv-
ing standard of workers.
Bringing the workers in all
formal and informal sectors
under wage regulations and
ensuring wages as per their
productivity preventing them
from exploitation are the oth-
er key objectives of the policy.
The labour mi has
prepared an initial draft of
the policy and sought recom-
mendations from stakehold-
ers to finalise the drafl.
According to the prelimi-
nary draft, ensuring econom-
ic and social equity for the
working “class would be the
key objective of the national
wage policy.
It said that the govern-
ment initiated the draft of the

national wage policy in line

with the commitments made
in the Conslitufion regarding
the protection of rights and
ensuring well-being of the:
working people.

The lahour ministry has
formed a tripartite commit-
tee headed by its additional
secretary Md Towfiqul Arif to
finalise the draft policy by ac-
commodating the stakehold-
ers’ recommendations. -

Afile phutoshows workers carrying bricks at.a brick kiln at Amin Bazar in Dhaka. The @vemmsnt has taken a move to formulate a
national wage policy with the aim of ensuring timely and equitable wages to improve the Iivlng standard of worlers New Age photo

‘We are still at the pre-
hmmmy stage. The mission
and vision of the national
wage policy would get a clear
shape after finalising the

draft,’ Towfiqul Arif told New
AseonMonday-

He said that under the
wages of 44 seclors were set
by the minimum wage board,
but there were many sectors
be}aondanywageregulations

in the country.

The national wage policy

wmﬂdg:mgmﬂde%esanmm
imum wages for the workers
dallthefommlamimformal
sactors, Towfiqul said.

" The initial draft said that

‘the national wage policy

would be applicable to the
workers of all formal and
informal industries, busi-
ness entities, agriculture sec-
tor, construction sector and
household works.

The policy would reduce

the possibility of employment in

ofwurkemontmexpec{ed

low wages as the government
would take initiatives to im--

plement minimum wages in

all sectors, it said.
The draft also said that the

government was liable for en-

. suring justified wages for the

workers in all sectors as the fair
wage policy could improve
the livelihood of workers.

According to the initial
draft, ensurmg sustainable
real wage, revision of wages

in line with the market pric-
es, protecting workers from

increasing living costs and
providing incentives to en-
hance productivity are also
the objectives of the national
wage policy.

It said that the wage policy:
would: help urbanisation, in-

dustrialisation and expm.'-sinn .

of business.

The policy would. a]so
play a strong role i in achiev-
ing the desired economic
growth through enhancing

pmducu\rlty of workers, the |
draft said. |
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The minimum wage RMG
workers deserve

revision of the minimum wages for readymade garment
(RMG) workers is overdue, particularly in the context of
e soaring inflation. All parties involved with the industry
—apart from workers and garment owners, the two main stake-
holders, labour leaders, rights groups and even platforms of foreign
retailers and brands---are unanimous that wages of RMG workers
need to be raised. However, it 1s on the limit of revision of the min-
imum monthly wage and other associated benefits that they cannot
reach a consensus. The gap between the demand made by workers'
representatives and the offer from the owners' representanves is
wide—almost as wide as the total amount of minimum wage on
aﬂi‘zr Against the workers' demand for Tk 20,393, the owners' offer
is Tk 10,400. But then the labour rights groups have rejected both
these proposals and stuck to their demand for an amount in
bﬁtw::en Tk23,000 and Tk25,000,
“Indeed, the wage board has tough time ahead to convince the
two sides of the main stakeholders to arrive at a raeeting point. If the
- genuine grievance of the RMG workers has been duly recognised,
now is the time to find a solution acceptable to both. Although RMG
export from Bangladesh still enjoys its
fair share in global apparel business, it is
also facing extra challenges and su;ﬂ"etmg
-_ﬁm economic slawdown in the m:tport

; and retajl sale--have to :

tomakcsomcamendsfordcccleratcd

- lookatthe issue | demand in the proven destinations, those
: «cannot quite make up for the lost revenue
dispassionately : and Sof 5 2 Db bttt b uir
must be ready to g0 { ment owners' capability and the demand

- e laviet from workers has to be struck. It has to be
some extra length to | o7 Cot e o profit sharing basis for
help each other in their | the factories—not all of which are equal-

- ly strong and capable of withstanding
own Interests adverse weather —to stay in business. The
survival of the industry guarantees protection of the interests of both
owners and employees.

When so much is at stake, the role of the foreign buyers and
brands also proves crucial in the whole affair of fixing the wage
structure. Of the 5,000 RMG factories in Bangladesh, about 200
have now turned LEED (leadership in energy and environmental
design)-certified green ones-—the highest in the world. But the irony
is that the retail platforms and brands abroad are unwilling to raise
prices of apparel commensurate with the extra cost on environmen-
tal upgrading. Their concern for higher wages for RMG in
Bangladesh should be complemented by appropriate price enhance-
ment of the apparel they receive from Bangladesh.

Evidently, all three parties in the apparel production-the manage-
ment, marketing and retail sale--have to look at the issue dispassion-
ately and must be ready to go the extra mile to help each other in
their own interests. The owners need to come out of the confine of
free-market economy’s theory of as much profit as possible and at the
same time workers should also allow somne manoeuvrability in order
to help resolve the disagreement over the minimum monthly wage.
So far as medical, conveyance and food allowances are concerned,
the owners have offered hxgher amounts than those demanded by
workers. The contentious issues are basic pay and house rent. If the

higher amounts under those heads are rationally adjusted, a middle

ground can be found out for an amicable settlement.
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36 jailed for
violating
ban on hilsa
fishing in
Barisal |
Tk 20,500 in the last 24

hours for hilsa vio-
lating the on-going zz—day

restriction on
mhoardmsanduanspm
ing hilsas’ after condud.tng
raids in different rivers of
Barishal till Tuesday.

With the latest, a total of
402 fishermen have “been
sentenced to imprisonment
for various terms in 405 cas-
esin!hejﬂstlldays

to the infor-
mation from divi-
sional ﬁsherles ﬂina. 1,253
raids and 478 | courts
were ctmdunted in Barisal
drvxswnﬁ'omﬂctnbwﬂtn
0!:@81‘23 e
Bénﬁaehﬁizdays,djfsmﬁ
“directorate of fisheries visited
. different fish landing centres,
fish ghats, farms, and mar-
kets in Barisal division.

During the raids, a total of
8,814 kg hilsa and 17,97,900
meters fishing nets worth Tk
3,75,83 were seized.

Assistant director of divi-
sional fisheries office Nasir
Uddin said that hilsa collec-

tion, transportation and mar-
out the country,
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TK 25,000 MINIMUM WAGE
RMG workers to
continue demo

till demand met

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Workers involved in the country’s ready-made
garments sector will continue their movement
unless a minimum wage of Tk 25,000 is not
declared by November 1, said labour leaders
yesierday.

The minimum wage of Tk 10,400 proposed by
the factory owners is unacceptable, the leaders,

_under the banner of Garments Shramik Samhati,

said at a demonstration held in front of Jatiya’
Press Club.

If the ongoing inflation is taken into account,
the present minimum wage of Tk 8,000 stands at
Tk 1,000, which is lower than the one proposed
by factory owners, they said, adding that RMG
workers in Gazipur and other areas will wage
agitationsif their demand for Tk 25,000 minimum
wage is not met.

IndustriAll Bangladesh Council (IBC), which
consists of 18 labour federations, in a statement
said they are firm in their demands for the
minimum wage to be at least Tk 23,000, with a
65 percent basic wage and an annual 10 percent
increment, among others.

IBCalso said while they do notsupport stoppage
of work, or vandalism of any sort, workers are
being harassed and intimidated by local goons
hired by the factory owners.

e



after having invested so mu:.h anci gﬂm.
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Why are so many

graduates jobless?

BBS survey again highlights the
plight of unemployed youth

The picture of graduate unemployvment that emerges from the
latest survey of Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) should not
come as a surprise. According to the Labour Force Survey 2022
released on Wednesday, 12 percent of university graduates—
or nearly 8 lakh were unemploved last year, representing
the highest percentage of unemployment among jobseekers
from all levels of education. For context, the unemployment
rate among pcople having higher secondary degrees was 8.87
percent, and it was 2.82 percent among those who ocmpiet-eﬂ
secondary er.lut.auon. Whlle Lht' naumal a\erage is also

1‘()'ug ' mu tip e )s
of self-development, are still struggling to find employment.

Because of the difficulties of measuring unemployment as
well as the general concerns over the reliability of government-
produced figures, some experts believe the actual number of
the unemployed will be much higher. One may recall that an
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) report in 2014 claimed that
47 percent of university graduates were unemployed. Then, a
2017 estimate by the Bangladesh Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) went a step further, reporting a staggering 66
percent unemployment among graduates. Even if we stick
with the measly BBS figure, it still drives home the urgency of
crealing more opportunities for educated jobseekers.

The vear on-year surge in unemployment is not limited to
any specific field; even engineers and medical professionals,
generally deemed to be in high demand, are facing similar
challenges. It is essential to understand that the increased
rate of graduate unemployment cannot be attributed solely
to a lack of skills or qualifications, although having proper
skills certainly helps. There are markel realities that cannot
be denied, including the protracted fallouts of Covid-19
and ongoing economic downturn as well as the declining
investment in job creation. The uncertainties surrounding the
upcoming general election may further shrink the hiscal space
for employers. All this suggests that there will not be imminent
reliel for graduates.

Against this backdrop, it is vital that the authorities take
the employment situation seriously, Graduates should be
the backbone of a nation's workforce, driving its progress
and innovation. When that doesn’t happen, it risks falling
behind. Lack of opportunities creates frustration and anger
among the youth, which may have far-reaching sociopolitical
consequences. Therefore, the authorities must urgently
adopt a comprehensive strategy with a focus on providing
marketable skills through training and internships, supporting
entrepreneurship, reforming the education sector, and
addressing the broader economic issues and providing

i incentives for investment and job creation.
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Digital tools can
help workers
access to ]ustlce
discussion

Shﬁ(:urupmdul

LABOUR rights activists and
trade unionists at a wark-
shop on Saturday opined
that the use of digital tools
could ease workers’ access to

and the ‘Rule of Law Col-
laborative programme of the
Umvﬁrsﬂyofﬁouth(hrohm

on workers’ access Lo justice
in a city hotel,"

BLAST's honorary ex-
ecutive director Sara Hos-
sain said that the workers in

Bangladesh faced a range of

- obstacles including lack of

awmmmssahouftheirnghts
chaﬂengaa in securing legal
assistance, and resource
' imbalances with employers
and case backlog. All these
prevented them from access-
ing justice.
“We can use digital tolls
to remove the barriers and
ensure justice for workers,’

she said adding thal whan
some people started to get
justice it would i mspu-e oth-
ers as well.

Trade unionists said
that a hugﬁ number of cas-
es remained pending in la-
bour court and poor work-
ers had to wait years after
years to get justice which
was costly and sometime
waorkers lost hope and left
the case.

Tannery Workers Union
president Abul Kalam Azad
said that it was too challeng-
ing for workers to attend
court from remote area of
the country while cases take
too long time to dispose up.

He said that online up-
date and virtual hearing
could speed up workers’
cases. f
Five different groups took

of workers on the
way to get justice and came
up with various solutions at
the workshop.

achmtsraaaamhmamd
emicians and students par-

ticipated in the two-day long
workshop.
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82 fishermen jailed for violating

hilsa ban in two districts

A total f 68 fishermen
were arrested for violating
ban on hilsa fishing during
the peak breeding period in
Manikganj and Chandpur
on Thursday, reports BSS.

In Manikganj, a total of
41 fishermen were jailed
for catching hilsha defying
ban on catching, selling
and transporting to ensure
safe spawning of the fish
during its peak breeding
period.

District Fisheries Officer
(DFO) Md.Saifur Rahman
said a total of 7, 37,000

metres of current met

worth about Tk
1,40,14,000 were seized
from the river Padma and
Jamuna so far during the
banning period.

A total of 77 cases were
filed against the fishermen
who violated the ban of
hilsha fishing and 41 fish-
ermen were jailed for the
same, the DFO said.

Besides, 60 kilograms of
hilsh fish were seized dur-
ing the last 24 hours, he
said adding that 35,000
meires of current net
worth about Tk 7,00,000
were seized during this
period.

As part of regular drive,
Deputy  Commissioner
(DC) of Manikganj
Rahana Akther also con-
ducted a special drive on
the Padma and the Jamuna
rivers. Besides, Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO)

and Assistant Commi-
ssioners (Land) of
Daulatpur, Shibalaya and
Harirampur upazilas have
conducted separate drives
regularly to save the moth-
er Hilsha on the Padma

catch the hilsa when they
get chance. The sources
said they remain hiding in
a safe place and when the
patrol boat of the Fishery
Department moves to dis-
tance locations, they start

and the Jamuna.

District Fishery Officer
Md. Saifur Rahman said
the seized hilsha fish has
been distributed among the
inmates of government
Shishu  Paribar  and
madrasa students.

The seized current nets
were burnt. Some of it was
also distributed among the
ultra poor people who
have no capacity to buy
hilsha,

The locals said a group
of people remam acuve to

to catch hilsa.

Now the movement of
hilsa has increased a lot as
it is the peak season of
breeding.

DFQ Saifur Rahman
said it 15 a vast area of
Harirampur, Shibalaya and
Daulatpur upazilas of the
river Padma and Jamuna.

The illegal hilsa hunters
may take chances to catch-
fish but our team success-
fully prevented | them
promptly. :

A total of 125 drives and

EEEIEES Wﬁﬁﬁ =019

31 mobile courts were con-
ducted here and would be
continued until the last
date of the ban.

' In Chandpur, a total of
41 fishermen were arrested
from the rivers of Padma
and Meghna in separate
drives along with current
nets and mother hilsa in
the last 24-hour in the dis-
trict for defying the govern-
ment's ongoing a 22-day
ban on Hilsha fishing,

District Fisheries Office
and Naval Police conduct-
ed the separate drives in
_the district.

Officer-in- -Charge (OCJ
of Chandpur Naval thana
Md. Kamruzzaman said, a
total of 41 fishermen were
arrested with 449-kg of
mother hilsa, 18 fishing
boats and 20.20 lakh
meters of banned current
nets during the separate
drives in the river Padma
and river Meghna in the
district,

The mobile court sen-
tenced 16 fishermen to dif-
ferent terms imprisonment.

Among them, four juve-
nile were released as they
were minor and rests of the
2] fisherman were sent to
jail with a case, he said.

The government has
imposed a 22-day ban on
catching, selling, storing
and transporting Hilsha, to
ensure safe spawning of
the Mother hilsa, during its
peak breeding period.
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NBR, customs draw flak
from RMG leaders

FE REPORT

Calling the National

Board of Revenue (NBR)
a threat to business, the

Dy is trying to mitigate the crisis.

Mohammad Hatem,

~ executive president of

BKMEA, echoed the same

country's apparel leaders on Thursday sl:r{mgl)'
criticised the revenue board and customs author-
ities for allegedly making the business difficult.

They alleged that the regulatory bodies and
the bureaucracy were slowing down business in
the country in the name of tax and vat laws.

The RMG leaders made the allegation at the
inauguration of the three-day '7th BIGTEX-
Bangladesh International Garment & Textile
Industry Exposition, that kicked off at the
International Convenuon City Bashundhara in
Dhaka.

Engineer Mohammad Mozaffar Hossain MP,
a renowned business leader, addressing the event
as the chief guest said, "NBR has become a panic
for us to do business.” -

Pointing to the NBR chairman, he added, "I
cannot go further on him (NBR chairman) being
a ruling party MP."

He admitted the crisis the country’s business has
been facing due to gas, electricity and reserve shortage.

He, however, attributed the crisis to the Covid-
19 pandemic and world war situation that has
pushed foreign reserve crisis and the government

on the role of NBR and customs.

"The problem is deepening day by day. The
NBR and customs authorities have pushed the
businesses in a hard-pressed situation. We are
now forced back to the wall due to the trouble-
making initiatives of NBR and customs," he
alleged.

He also viewed that the newly-proposed wage
for the RMG workers was not practical and they
would have to suspend operation in factories
amid such a pressure and sorry state of business.

The apparel sector is facing severe gas and elec-
tricity shortage, difficulties in getting bank loans
while buyers are not making payments-all these
have pushed the sector into dire straits, he said.

Hatem, however, believed that being the
world's safest and with a bigger number of green
factories, Bangladesh would be the next sourcing
hub of the globe.

Meanwhile, - businesses  highlighted  that
Bangladesh needs to cut its dependency on cotton
and increase the use of manmade fibre or synthetic
to cope up with the competition in the global market.

nsrafsanjul@gmail.com
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MINIMUM WAGE FOR GARMENT WORKERS

Trade unions demand
quick announcement

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Trade union leaders of the garment
sector yesterday urged the government
to announce a “decent” minimum
wage for workers as soon as possible
to prevent workers [rom engaging in
further agitations.

Workers of different garment factories
in Ashulia, Gazipur and Savar areas
have been agitating over the last few
days demanding that the government
announce an “acceptable” salary as soon
as possible.

The leaders of the trade unions and
federations of trade unions said the
agitations were also in demand of salary
arrears.

Nearly 100 leaders from different
federations and trade unions of workers
spoke about the latest situation at
a meeting with Begum Monnujan
Sufian, state minister for labour and
employment, at the Srama Bhabon in
Dhaka.

Workers are agitating as they cannot
meet their monthly expenses because of
high prices of basic commaodities in the
markets.

They believe that the salary has
already been increased as the six-month
tenure of the current wage board ended
on September 9.

However, the tenure has
extended up to November 30.

The new wage will come into effect
from December 1 and the workers will
get the salary under new wage structure
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in January 2024.

Moreover, a section of workers was
continuing agitations as they think that
the minimum salary increase proposed
from the owners’ side from Tk 8,000 to
Tk 10,400 was insufficient,

The union leaders also said some
factories have sacked some workers for
participating in the movements and
shut down operations without any prior
notice.

Workers of different  *
garment factories in

- Ashulia, Gazipur and %
Savar areas have been
agitating over the last few

:
days demanding that the
governmeni announce an
“acceptable” salary as soon i
as possible

Sometimes, the garment [factory
officials hurl abusive words at the
workers, beat them and cut portions
of their salaries for the slightest of
offences during work, the union leaders
also said.

Also, a section of people was
disseminating rumours and instigating
the workers to get involved in the
agitations, the union leaders said.

They demanded that the government
and garment factory owners reopen
factories that have been closed as soon
as possible and pay the workers’ arrears

SQon.

“We are expecting the salary to
be announced timely as the board is
working on it,” said Sirajul Islam Rony,
workers’ representative in the minimum
wage board formed for the garment
workers on April 9 this year,

Rony already proposed Tk 20,393 at
the wage board as the minimum salary
for the workers although the union
leaders are demanding between Tk
23,000 and Tk 25,000.

Workers are disappointed and it
is expected that the minimum board
will announce the salary very soon to
pacify the workers, said Montoo Ghosh,
president of Garment Sramik Trade
Union Kendra, a federation of garment
workers. :

The workers are agitating following
the rules and it is also expected that they
will be controlled carefully, he said.

Workers are also agitating because of
instigation by “outsiders”, said Morium
Akhter, general secretary of the central
committee of Bangladesh National
Labour Federation.

Shajahan Khan, a member of the
standing commitiee on the labour and
employment ministry, suggested that
the union leaders inform the workers
that the board was working on it.

The salary has not been fixed vet
as the time is until November 30, said
Sufian.

She suggested that the union leaders
convince Lhe workers (o stop their
agitations as the board was working on |
the issue. '
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LEATHER FOOTWEAR
exports fall to five-year low

Bangladesh’s leather footwear industry
saw its export earnings fall to a five-vear
low of $141.83 million in the first quarter
of the current fiscal year due to a decline
in export orders from the Eurozone in
the face of the ongoing economic crisis.

According to data from the Export
Promotion Bureau, there was a 32.77
percent decline in year-on-yvear export
earnings.

The leather footwear industry
shipped goods worth $210.96 million
in the corresponding period of the
last fiscal year, Even during the Covid-
! 19-affected period between July and
September of FY 202021, $148.36
million worth of shipments were made.

“The new fiscal year started with
negative growth of leather footwear as
export orders are declining,” said Dilip
“Kajuri, chief financial officer of Apex
Footwear Limited.

According to Kajuri, Apex's exports
fell by 58 percent in September and
37 percent in August compared to the
same months last year.

“We do not know how much it will
decline in October,” he noted.

He added that there was usually a
rush of shipments around this time,
especially in the pre-pandemic period,
but the scenario was quite different
now since there were no export orders
in hand for the next three months.

Regarding the continuous decline of

For the continuous
decline of export orders,
sector people blamed ;
economic conditions in g
the Eurozone, which is i
vulnerable due to the
impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war

export orders, Kajuri blamed economic
conditions in the Eurozone, which is
vulnerable due to the impact of the
Russia-Ukraine war.

" “We are worried about how the
factory will run if the situation does
not improve,” he said, adding that they

had already shuttered their non-leather
shoe manufacturing unit due to a lack
ol export orders.

According to Kajuri, around 5,500
workers are employed at their export-
oriented [actory.

“We do not know what is going to be
the fate of the workers,” he lamented.

Against this backdrop, the
government's imposition of a pre-profit
source tax of around 77 percent on
export-oriented products is an added
burden.

Kajuri said that companies were

willing to pay taxes, but the government
should think about how to keep such
businesses alive.

Abdus Samad, assistant general
manager of Akij Footwear Lid, said
their orders were stable despite growth
being slightly slow,

“As a medium-scale company, we are
managing exports at any cost. But big
companies are facing trouble due to
export orders declining,” he noted.

Mohammed Nazmul Hassan
Sohail, senior vice president of
the Leathergoods and Footwear
Manufacturers & Exporters Association
of Bangladesh, said exports declined as
people in the Eurozone were reluctant
to purchase luxury items such as

RN

leather shoes.

He added that global brands did
not accepl local leather as the non-
functional Central Efffuent Treatment
Plant (CETP) in the Savar Tannery
Industrial Complex does not have
a Leather Working Group (LWG)
certificate. "

He also alleged that unnecessary
harassment and anti-export policies of
the National Board of Revenue (NBR)
created a hurdle to shipping leather
footwear, which deterred new investors.

He further noted that high interest

rates on bank loans led to an increase
in. overhead costs, which is also
hampering exports.

“If these challenges can be dealt
with, the leather footwear sector will
be able to export goods worth at least
$5 hillion by 2026, creating at leasl
one lakh employment uppur[umue'a
Sohail stressed.

Md Akter Hossain, vice-president of
Tannerv Worker Trade Union, Dhaka
division, alleged that tannery owners
focused solely on profits and did not
pay heed Lo workers’ welfare.

He also alleged that the government
had failed to address major problems
despite frequently committing to
resolving them.
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Apparel exports to US
fall by 33. 71pc in Aug

s\hidlhque

BANGLADESH'S  ready-

made garment exports to
2023 witnessed a 33.71-per
cent fall after in ing

musmmuédmdmu?

Bangladeshs apparel ex- :

ports to the US in Angust
2023 fell by 33.71 per cent
to $615.53 million year-on-
year compared with $928.53
million in the same month
of 2022, ﬁccmﬂhlgf to the US
Department of Commerce’s
Office of Textiles and Ap-
parel data released on Octo-

ber 5.

Readymade garment im-
p(:irtsbythBUS&umBang
ladesh in January-
of 2023 also dec:ﬁnedm]g;s;
21.77 per cent to $5.18 bil-
lion from $6.63 billion in
the same period of 2022, the
data showed.

Of the eight months of
2023, Bangladesh's RMG
exports to the US regis-
tered negative growth in six
monthsemeptfanuaqand
July.

parel exports to the US grew
by 7.80 per cent to $748.03

million compared with
$693.92 million in the same

AﬂhﬂmMmﬂmaﬂmeammh@mmﬂwwﬁkﬁrmdm
msmﬁmmmMUnmmm:nAugumMMa

33.71-per cent fall after increasing slightly in July.

month of 2022,

The data showed that
the total US imports of
readymade garments from
different countries in eight
months of 2023 declined by
22.77 per cent to $53.45 bil-
lion compared with those of
$69.21 billion-in the same
period of 2022. -

‘Bangladesh’s apparel ex-
ports to the US decreased
due to high inflation and
high interest rate in the US,
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-
sociation president Faruque
Hassan told New Age on
Saturday,

He said that the overall
import of the US had been
declining as inflation affect-
ed consumers badly.

Faruque said that some
US brands and retailers had

started placing orders in in-

~creased quantities for the

past two months and hope-
fully apparel exports to the
market would increase in
the coming months.

The US data showed
that Bangladesh’s position
remained changed

as
the third-
porter in the US market with
9.85 per cent share in Jan-

uary-August of 2023 while
China and Vietnam occu-

U
largest apparel ex-

pied the first and the second

highest positions with 20.4
per cent and 17.95 per cent
share mspecuvely

The import of apparel

by the US from China in
January-August of 2023 fell
by 29.47 per cent to $10.98
billion compared with that
of $15.6 hillion in the same
period of 2022.

— New Age photo

RMG imports by the US
from Vietnam in the first
eight months of 2023 de-
creased hy 24.57 per cent
to $9.65 billion compared
with those of $12.80 billion
in same period of the past
year.

The OTEXA data showed
that India’s RMG exports to
the US market in J;
August of 2023 fell by 21.59
per cent to $3.26 4billion
compared with those of
$4.16 billion in the same pe-
riod of the previous vear.

RMG.impuﬂshyﬁm Us
from Indonesia in the first
eight months of 2023 de-
creased by 26.09 per cent to
$2.89 billion while the im-
ports from Cambodia fell by
27.28 per cent to $2.20 bil-

lion in the period, the data

shuygec__l. _
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fall by 44pc in Ql

Staff Correspondent

declined by 18.44 per cent
to $267.49 million' com-
pared with those of $327.97
million in the same period of
FY23 due to decreased ship-
ments of leather footwear.

earnings m 1
leather goods in july-Sep-
tember of FY24 fell 12,18
per cent short of the govern-
ment-set target of $304.58
million, according to Export
PromohanBumaudata.
gaid that the
demand for leather prod-
ugcts, including footwear, de-
creased on the global market
duetogeupuhtimlandsmne

Working Group and doing
business with the global
brands.

Many  global buyers
stopped leather
goods made with local raw
hides due to nonfunctional
Central Effluent Treatment
Plant in Savar tannery es-

Aﬁleﬂmoshmamanchechngdwdleaﬂﬂ'atatannew
at Savar, on the outskirts of Dhaka. Bangladesh's export
earnings from leather and leather goods in the first quarter (July-
September) of the financial year 2023-24 declined by 18.44 per
cent to $267.49 million compared with those of $327.97 million
mmewmpemdofmadwtodecreasedshm\entsof

leather footwear.

tate, seclor people said.

The EPB data showed
that export ings from
leather footwear in the first
quarter of FY24 fell by 32.77
per.cent fo $141.83 million
comy  with those pf
$210.96 in the same period
of FY23.

—NewAgepthD.

The earnings from leather
footwear fell 15.69 per cent
short of the government-set
target of $168.76 million in
July-September period of
FY24.

Leathergoods And Foot-
wear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association of

Bangladesh president Syed
Nasim Manzur on Monday
said that although the de-
mand for leather footwear
decreased on the global
market due to the economic
slowdown and geopaliti-
cal reasons, Bangladesh's

market and improve the ease
of doing business situation,
Bangladesh’s leather and
leather goods exports would
definitely increase,’ he said.

social compli-
ance and non-functional
CETP in Savar tannery es-
tate, Nasim said that ini-
tiatives hadbeenia}:enﬁum

- quarter of FY24, however,

increased by 11.30 per cent
to $91.82 million compared
with $82.50 million in the
same period of FY23.
Former LFMEAB presi-
dent Md Saiful Islam said
lather

s of the sector grew
by 51 per cent from Japan
and 38 per cent from India
in FY23.

He hoped that Bangla-
desh’s exporf earnings from
leather and leather products
would be $3 billion in 2024.




keep investing in
Bangladesh RMG
sector: envoy

fRpaf= fRfecan Sqam Sareetg
wftfee oW G GrEBeT  fEre Sen (i @ ifE care o
Mwe  FEew @ wens et it el
(«RfaeT) W 9B el A, (I HR adnee HeE
T FHA SR TS (RO ARSwe  fEEeE

FAECE « RS S A 5,

.plminihkiwmﬂy :

He said that CSR was not
justahuzzwud

‘It is rather a commit-
ment to giving back to the seminar.
communities in which we
operate. Korean investors

in Bangladesh have exem-
pﬁﬁgd this ~ commitment,

ingndvunmdtmhnnhgm

_is unlimited in

He said, ‘Limit on the FDI
BIDA is doing its best to fa-

Shahamin ¥HRTe 9 W (i
cu PHE T JEAEA
ficer of the CSR Centrs, M z<iv fAafqmterag =
Jashim Uddin Khan, a ditec =@ coiifesw | s =g
Eﬂtm mdShnhaobeiTEB G Ao e et G
Khan, president of Ww%ﬁﬁmaw
Representatives  from Emg;m mmr@m
m gi;amwmmma

L (PN 8Bl #fF ooy
sung R&D, Dohwa Engineer- . om0 e
ing, Electronics, R e aw ot a T

Corporation, Korean RMG ™~ (o™ asitefi =
Contributor and Save the i

Children presented thelr re- 77 ¥ 7=, Wrera
:poﬁvaGSRwﬁﬂﬂunttho MO 4T A Toile
R E T T T
“The bilateral trade be: It ST fgw sTEer
tween the two natlons zzren weifere ciam e
reached a record high, sur < oot wr sfgamet @
$3 billion for the i~z wawm A

curren! wmm mrﬁﬁmm
Tafie SwtanE 9de ofE
desh, according to the am- |2y 0. oo reira
bassedor. T WO AN AT O
FTRCE GRS F AT SR

Staff an companies have been in T B X0 Pty ol gAY Zidl

e slrumm;al-inl!ang.{admhfs wyEAE A9 SdAee Swre  Haeele w9afes wee T
AMBASSADOR of the Re- social development,’ the en- TR € CRTT PRAPEE RO A WY OR TR
public of Korea to Bang- VO Observed. e RS S 6 el sl e S, 3 e
ladesh MW on Spaakingaschmfguest. EETe FE a4t aﬁa@maimwm@ﬁa
Tuesday said that Korean DBangladesh Investment ‘RRae SCEEERSRAET R eraSaES | Yo b AH PR
companies would continue %‘mﬁmﬁ T AR G R, e e AR o FRrm
to invest in the readymade mm i} oo AR 21 voo 2 AfeHE  oitel 7| Tomw sv afevee
garment sector in Bangla- Hossain Miah called on A | LB TS S A
desh and look forward to Korean companies to in- e :
sponsibility activities here, - healthcare ~ and _ medical |

‘Building on the achieve- eqmpmé-ﬁn ﬁnﬁ;mﬂnsa % —
menits of ese uge po-
D N S Tamtial i eratg dtrect in-
vestments here.
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Labour market expanding

beyond Gulf, Southeast Asia

JAM'[LMAHMUD

There has been a noticeable
increase in the migration of
Bangladeshi workers to smaller
overseas labour markets through
regular channels in recent years,

signaling a promising path for the
Sector’s expansion.

While Bangladesh has
traditionally  dispatched  the

majority of ils workforce to the
Middle Fast, particularly Gull
states, and Southeast Asia, there
is now a steady annual flow of
workers to other regions around
the world.

One such destination is
South Korea, where Bangladeshi
workers are employed under the
Employment Permit System.

Introduced in 2004, this
system was designed to efficiently
manage foreign labour and
address manpower shortages in
small and medium sized Korean
companies, according to Human
Resources Development Service of
Korea.

The country remmed 9,170
Bangladeshi workers from
January 2022 to June 2023. This
shows a significant rise compared
to the 3,934 workers recruited in
2018 and 2019, as per the Bureau
of Manpower, Employment and
Training (BMET) data.

The year 2020 and 2021 saw

a decline in recruitment, with
only 316 workers hired due to the
challenges posed by the pandemic,
BMET data shows Bangladesh
has sent nearly 1.54 crore workers
abroad since 1976 till June 2023,
Of them, 9113 percent
headed to only eight countries

Bangladeshis migrated to at least -

62 countries for employment in
the 2021-2022 fiscal year.
Between January 2021 and
June this year, about 23.7 lakh
workers have gone abroad.
In October 2020, Italy lifted
an eight-year embargo to hire

The rise in workers’ outflow to smaller markets
is positive for the sector. However, workers are
headhlgtosmallermarlwtsmlnlythmgll
government arrangements. Private
agendesshouldhelnmh-edmthemm

iaclmenmﬂow.
SYED SAIFUL HAQUE

Cihalrman of Warbe Developmml: Foundation

Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar,
Oman, and Bahrain in the Gulf,
and Malaysia and Singapore in
Southeast Asia.

According to the expatriates’
welfare ministry’s annual report,

workers from Bangladesh in
“seasonal” and “non seasonal”
categories.

The following year, 653
workers made their way to Italy,
This number was 13,251 in the
subsequent 18 months, according

Labour market

ROM PAGE 3
"In a broader context,
plangladesh  is  actively

working to expand its
gverseas labour market
i1n - Europe,  aiming to
neduce its reliance on the
niain labour markets in
tihe Middle East, says the

rzpork.
Syed  Saiful = Haque,
chairman =~ of = Warbe

Dievelopment Foundation,
| sa1id the rise in workers'

o utflow o smaller
miarkets is positive for the
'S¢ 'Ctofr.

However, workers

are heading to smaller
m.arkets mainly through
gOVErniment arrangements,
¢ hez said, adding, private
re:cruiting agencies should

be2 involved in the process
Lo increase outflow.

to BMET data.

Furthermore, Bangladesh
and Japan entered into separate
memorandums ol cooperation
in 2018 and 2019, focusing on
the recruitment of Bangladeshi

individuals . through Japan’s
“technical  intern  (raining”
and “specified skilled worker”
programimes.

From January 2022 to June of © |
the current year, Japan hired 885
Bangladeshi workers, compared
to 537 workers hired in the

. previous [our years, including
a period of decline during the
pandemic.

Meanwhile, Seychelles taok 782
Bangladeshi workers during the
2021-2022 fiscal year, marking
a significant rise from the 79
workers who went there in the
preceding fiscal year.

Seychelles and Bangladesh
inked an agreement on labour
cooperation back in 2019.

Additionally, - there's = an
emerging trend of small-scale
worker  migration  through
regular channels to various
European countries, including
Serbia, Yugoslavia, Albania, and
Poland.

This is Iughl;ghled in the
Fxpatriates’ Welfare Ministry’s
“Labour Migration Report 2021
2022 published in April this year.

Globally, there s
demand for  workers
and even countries

with  weaker economies
can be destinations for
Bangladeshi workers if
they pet expected wage and
benefit, Saiful said.
“Iowever, the
Bangladesh  government
must  ensure = migrant
workers' protection  in
destination countries,” he
added. 5
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traditional markets growing

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh's garment entrepreneurs’
push for diversifying export markets and

cut high reliance on Europe and the US is

paying off.

Apparel exports to markets other
than Furopean and North American
destinations, termed as non-traditional
marku:. by exporters, is growing-and so

is its share in overall garment shipmenis.

During the July September period
of the current fiscal year of 2023 24,
non traditional markets accounted for
19.3 percent of the $1L.6 billion earned
through garment exports, according
to data compiled by the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).

During the same period a year ago, it
was 17.4 percent.

From another perspective, garment
exports to these non-traditional markets,

SUNDAY OCTOBER 15, 2023
ASHWIN 30, 1430 BS

The Baly Star

Apparel export to non-

which include Japan, India, Australia and
South Korea, grew 25 percent )-Ear-nni
year. i

In contrast, the growth in Europ
the biggest market for Bangladesh’
exporters, was 1.4 percent.

And in the US, the second large
destination from Bangladesh's apparel, i
was far lower, around 3 per cent.
. One major reason is the increasc
efforts.of “exporters as the scope fc
growth in Europe is shrinking, said Fazl
Hoque, managing director of Plum
Fashions Lt.

Besides, buyers of non-traditional
markets are reducing their dependence ¢
China, said Hoque, a former president
the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacture
and Exporters Association.

Three years ago, traditional market
namely FEurope, the US, UK and Canad
had generated around 84 percent of tl
total apparel export receipts.

- $2.2 billion from exports

At the end of fiscal year 2022-23, it was
just over 82 percent.

Of the amount earned from non-
traditional markets in the past three
months, half came from Japan, Australia,
India and South Korea.

Bangladesh’s garment
makers fetched over

to non-traditional

markets in the last July-
September period, up
from $1.7 billion in the
same period of fiscal year
2022-23, according to the
BGMEA

Among them, Australia registered the
highest year-on year growth of 54 percent
10 reach 5344 million.

- In Japan it was 39 percent, reaching

|
nearly half a billion US dollars. |

South Korea, another emerging export
market for Bangladesh, was closely trailing
at 37 percent, reaching $180 million.

“However, our apparel export earnings
[rom India declined by 7.69 percent,”
said Mohiuddin Rubel, a director of the
BGMEA,a platform representing the
garment industry which genmratts some
$47 billion in annual egport earnin
~ Clothing exppris © the rﬁghbuuring
country fetched $282 million in the first
quarter of fiscal year 2023 24.

During the same period a year ago, it
was $306 million.

Products from Bangladesh get duty
free access to Japan, Australia, South
Korea and India sinceitisa least developed
country, said Mostala Abid Khan, a
former member of the Bangladesh Trade
and Tarifl Commission.

It appears that exporters are now
locusing more on these markets, he said.
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BGMEA urges IMF
to support growth
of RMG industry

Bangladesh Garment Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) President Faruque Hassan
has urged the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to support the growth and
development of Bangladesh's RMG
industry, highlighting its pivotal role in
the country's economic development
and global trade.

Faruque made the call when a dele-
gation from the IMF, led by IMF
Mission Chief for Bangladesh Rahul
Anand met him at the BGMEA
Complex in the capital on Sunday,
reports BSS.

Other members of the IMF delegation
include IMF Resident Representative to

. Bangladesh and Bhutan Jayendu De,
Division Chief Chris Papageorgiou,
Deputy Division Chief Piyaporn
Sodsriwiboon, Senior Economist Estelle
Xue Liu, Senior Economist Seok Hyun
Yoon, Senior Economist Suphachol
Suphachalasai and economist Richard
Varghese, said a press release.

BGMEA. Directors Asif Ashraf,
Neela Hosna Ara, Chair of the
BGMEA Standing Committee on
Labour and ILO Affairs ANM
Saifuddin and Chair of the BGMEA

Standing Committee on Foreign

—

-

1 Mission Cell Shams Mahmud were
f also present at the meeting.
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IMF inquires
about dlscrepancy
in RMG exports

and proceeds

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

A visiting International Monetary Fund (IMF)
delegation vesterday sought to know from
garment manufacturers why some exports from
Bangladesh over the past 10 to 15 years did not see
the subsequent return of proceeds.
'I'l':emls:namhlsofslihilliun,mformedme
delegation in recent meetings with different
ministries and Bangladesh Bank.
However, nopammlarﬁgumwasmemmed
ty the delegation in yesterday’s meeting with
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) at its Dhaka
mmmwmwm

Star
~ The gap has led dﬁ‘ermt quarters to ralse
qumm over whether money
taking place, he quoted theddegauonas
Iheddegatmnalsomnwdmkmwnfpmﬂems
faced when making exports.
They inquired whether opening of letters
of credit was being restricted for the gradual
depletion of the country’s foreign currency
reserves, specifically of US dollars, partially for the

_ of foreign loans by the government.
There was $21.07 billion in the reserves as of
October 11, states Bangladesh Bank. The highest
on record was $48 billion in August 2021

They also wanted to know whether the
devaluation of the local currency, taka, against the
US dollar is leading to a competitive edge globally,
BGMEA President Farugue Hassan told The Daily
Star after the meeting.
The taka has been devalued by 28 percent
over the last one year because of domestic and
international economic volatility stemming from
the pandemic’s fallouts and the Russia-Ukraine
war.
The IMF delegation, led by Rahul Anand,
mission chief for Bangladesh, arrived in Dhaka
:ﬁaoberémd;mthetamsdamsbiﬂm
The team is scheduled to leave Bangladesh on
October 19 after a series of meetings on the release
dammﬂmnchwfthemanwlnm is expected

to have responded to the
delegation.

* Sometimes deferral lity and
payments of 120 days or even lack of quality 3
m*evacmught,ukn:hng

compliance, he said.

e t = ssfz Wy BRE
Such scenarios can also :
lead to payments against N :
-~ ]
CTRR || b TWIRA 2030

exports not being made at
39 o @B e

all, he said, highlighting

that payment delays bar
s from repaying

bank loan instalments,

Regardmg opening
s, Hassan said to have P @TG Sl
mfnrmed that there were ﬁnam

facmg no issues as the
in us do]lar«; which were ﬁﬁmr
replenishing the reserves.

The devaluation of TOXE #PfEs
the taka was favouring SRS,
businesses, he added. mﬁ.‘-‘aam«mmm

However, thm
delay
clcarances.
over honded warchouse '&ff.ﬂ P wmr mﬂ

facilities, he said.
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BANGLADESH MISSIONS

Govt launches
remittance
campaign

JAMIL MAHMUD

| Labour welfare wings at Bangladesh missions abroad have

been working on different initiatives to encourage more
migrant workers to send remittance home using formal
channels.

The initiatives include promoting remittance related
app-based services, giving priority to remitters using
banking channels, and raising awareness among migrant
workers,

At present, there are 30 labour welfare wings under the
expatriates’ welfare ministry at Bangladesh missions in 27
countries,

A dozen of these wings are in nine countries from
where Bangladesh received 64.13 percent of the total US
§21.6 billion in remittance in FY 2022 2023.

Labour officials at a number of missions said they have
been holding formal programmes and interacting during
services Lo inform migrant workers about the initiatives,
alongside online publicity.

In the last fiscal year, the country saw a 2.75 percent year-
on-year remittance growth, according to Bangladesh Banlk-

There are 30 labour welfare wings
under the expatriates’ welfare
ministry at missions in
27 countries. A dozen of these
are in nine countries from where
Bangladesh received 64.13 percent of
the total US $21.6 billion in remittance
carning in FY 2022-2023.

However, inward remittance month-on-month
declined by 10.27 percent, 18.93, and 16 percent in July,
August and September respectively in the current fiscal.

There is concern that many Bangladeshis in different
countries use unauthorised channels like hundi to send
money home, depriving the country of valuable foreign
CUrrency.

Nazmus Sadat Salim, minister (labour) at the
Bangladesh mission in Kuala Lumpur, said three
Bangladeshi banks have remittance services there and two
of them introduced app-based services last year, while the
third bank is working to launch its own app.

“Our focus is to popularise the apps. If migrant workers
learn to use the apps successfully, they can save time and
money,” he added.

He noted that since many new workers have migrated
to Malaysia in recent months, their contributions will be
crucial towards remittance growth.
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Govt latir’lc__'hes remittance

ern

lnﬂmans Muscat issued

a circular in August last
year sayingitwill provide
passport and other services
on priority-basis among
migrant workers who can
show slips of remitting

money . through formal

cham)dsbr the previous
three months.

 Asadul Haque, second
secretary (labour) at the
Bangladesh  mission

raising awareness among
migrant workers regarding
remittance at different
Programines, featuring
community members.
Hazra Sabbir Hossain,

the same. An official at
the Bangladesh embassy
in Abu Dhabi, UAE said
many migrant workers
in the Gulf country tend
to send money through
unauthorised  channels
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due o absence of banking
services at their doorsteps.

It is passible to gencrate
more remittance from the
UAE by taking -effective
steps, he added.

Currently, an estimated
11 lakh Bangladeshis,
including undocumented
ones, live in the UAE. They
sent home USS 3.03 billion
in the last fiscal, making it
the third most remittance-
generating country after
Saudi Arabia and the US.
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Small garment units
in a tight spot

They face rising product;i()n cost, falling work orders

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Small and medium sized garment factories
in Bangladesh are finding it increasingly
difficult to keep their heads above water amid
the rising cost of production and a fall in work
orders from international clothing retailers
and brands.

A key cog of the apparel supply chain,
SMEs are particularly vulnerable under the
current volatile situation since their financial
position is not that strong like their larger
peers and the persistently low level of orders
may force them out of business.

The crisis for them is not new but what
is worrisome is that it is worsening day by
day since the external and internal factors
responsible for their lingering peril are not
going away.

Following the outbreak of the Russia-
Ukraine war, the inflow of work orders to
Bangladesh started declining as the global
economy, which was still facing the impacts
of the coronavirus pandemic, has been
witnessing one of the toughesl times in recent
memories because of record inflation in the
western world and higher global commodity
prices.

The twin crises have hit the consumers in
the US and the Furopean Union, the two main
export destinations for the second-largest
apparel supplier in the globe.

SME suppliers have also been the worst
victim of the low prices being offered by
global buyers since they will not survive if they

accept the reduced rates.
Larger units can afford to agree to cater the
demand on the back of their strong financial

health even when the rates are lower than the -

production cost.

Md Ehterab Hossain, managing director of
Base Fashion, says his factory usually remains
flooded with orders between October and
December.

SMEs are particularly
vulnerable under the
current volatile situation
since their financial

position is not strong like

; their larger pecers.

“The order equals to about 70 percent of
capacity this year.”

The factory exports T-shirts, polo shirts
and running clothes mainly to Germany and
Spain and employs 1,200 workers.

Currently, the factory is booked up to
December whereas it sat on piles of orders up
to March and April in the past.

Hossain’s plight did not end there: his
buyers are also delaying placing fresh orders
because of the volatile economic situation
globally and the drop in retail sales.

In Bangladesh, the cost of production has
increased nearly 20 percent over the last one
year mainly because of a 100 percent hike
in gas and petroleum prices in the domestic
markets since the prices of yarn and transport

costs have gone up, manufacturers say.

However, international buyers have not
increased the prices of the garment items
thev source from ~which shipped
nearly $47 billien worth of products in the
financial year that ended on June 30.

Ahmed F Rahman, chairman of Kappa
Fashion Wears Ltd, says the capacity of the .
factory can't be utilised fully owing to the
decline in export orders.

He added although the cost: of doing
business has increased for him by nearly 15
percent over the last one year, the prices of
the garment items did not increase.

“It is very difficult time for us. The business
had picked up after the impacts of Covid-19
cased, but the situation has turned worse
again.”

M Shahadat Hossain Sohel, managing
director of Towel Tex Limited, which has
employed 500 workers, says after the
deduction of the cost of production, much is
not left in terms of profits.

“It is better to leave the business. However,
we can’t do so now since a lot of money has
been invested.”

AK Azad, chairman and chief executive
officer of Ha-Meem Group, one of the largest
garment units in Bangladesh, says all SMEs
are in big touble as the inflow of work
orders declined due to the volatile economic
situation.

The order is relying on the prospective sales
linkedﬁg Christmas, Thanksgiving Day and

—— T L i
New Year in the US and the EU, he
said. The three festivals account
for a major portion of the sales of
garment items manufactured in
Bangladesh.

The former president of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry also said
the spike in gas and power prices is
a_ﬂectmg the cost of production at a
time when orders have fallen.

“Nearly 320 small and medium
garment-sized factories have closed
owing to poor inflow of orders since
the beginning of Covid-19,” said Md
Shahidullah Azim, vice-president
of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association, a platform of apparel
makers.

He particularly mentioned the
case of Dird Group’s lay-off recently.
_ "Dird Group is a good factory and
it had been running very well for
the last many years. But recently it

- laid off workers because of the lower
orders,”

Like Dird Group, many other
factories are suffering from the
reduced work orders, an ominous
sign for an industry that has created
jobs for millions of workers, mainly

r.

Azim also blamed the bankruptcy
ol many retailers and brands in the
US and the EU for the trouble at
home.
a3 gl i

ten a good sourcing com

for Bangladesh. It went bankrugtmg
2020 and many local suppliers are
vet to receive the payments, he said.

The utility price hike is another
major cause of concern for garment
exporters and many of them are not
even capable of opening letters of
credit owing to a lack of US dollars
at banks.

“As a result, apparel shipments to

the US and the EU have declined in
recent months,” Azim said.
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graduation to help Bangl

R
-

THE World Trade Organi-
sation’s decision to extend
duty-free market access fa-
cility to the graduating least
developed countries, includ-
ing Bangladesh, for a certain
period would bring positive
results for Bangladesh, ex-
perts said.

The WTO on Monday
made the decision to sup-

: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2023;

; — S e
WTO decision on market access facility after

port a smooth and sustain- :

able graduation of the LDCs.

The decision was taken
at the meeting of the general
council of the WTO aimed
at making preparations for
the 13th WTO Ministerial
Conference, scheduled for
February 2024 in Abu Dhabi
of the United Arab Emirates.

With the decision Bangla-
desh would enjoy duty-free
market access in the WTO
member countries for a cer-
tain period of time even after
the country’s (Bangladesh)
graduation from the LDC in
2026.

Experts said that the
WTO decision would be
positive for Bangladesh as
the country would get a
transition period after gradu-
ation to address its competi-
tiveness-related challenges.

As the most vulnerable
members of the internation-
al community, LDCs are ac-
corded special treatment at

the WTO, such as enhanced -

market access ities
and flexibilities in adopting
WTQ rules,

When an LDC meets cer-
tain United Nations devel-
opment criteria, it is no long-
er defined as an LDC and the

Afile photo shows workers sewing clothes at a garment factory on the outskirts of Dhaka. The World Trade Organisation’s decision

adesh: experts

to extend duty-free market access facility to the graduating least developed countries, including Bangladesh, for a certain périod
would bring positive mlsaraamdah.mm :

programmes upon gradua-
tion from the LDC list.

Over the past three years,
the LDC group has been pur-
suing -a smooth transition
mechanism in the WTO to
extend LDC-specific pref-
erences and provisions in
WTQ agreements up to six
years afler graduation.

“The decision for the ex-
tension of support measures
for graduating countries is
positive and
would be benefited from
the resolution,’ former com-
merce ministry’s WTO cell
director general Md Hafizur
Rahman told New Age on

WTO members remove the Tuesday.

country from their duty-free
_and quota-free preference

He,hﬁwever.saidthatthe
general council of the WTO

decided to pravide a smooth
and sustainable transjtion
period for the withdrawal of
trade preferences after grad-
uation and the decision did
not specify any time frame.

Moreover, as per the de-
cision, extending duty-free
market access to LDCs after
graduation is not mandatory
for the WTO members, Hafi-
zur observed.

He also said the devel-
oped counfries, in which
Bangladesh was getting du-
ty-free, market access as an
LDC, would extend the facil-
ity after the graduation and
the WTO decision would
encourage other
country, who did not pro-
vided any support, to pro-

WTO had made decision on
only market access issues
after graduation, but deci-
sion on two other major is-
sues for the graduating LDCs
—Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Right
(TRIPS) and subsidy — were
yet to come.

‘Most probably we have
to wait till the next WTO
Ministerial Conference for
the decision on TRIPS and
subsidy. And hopefully the
decision made on post-grad-

— New Age photo -

issued on Monday said that
the decision would encour-
age WTO members that re-
move countries from their
duty-free and quota-free |
preference |

gramme of Action for LDCs
fu_rﬂmpa-hdmz-mm. it

uation referential market ac- said.

cess would influence the de-
cision to be made on TRIPS
and subsidy,’ he said.

The WTO in a statement

* Centre for Policy Dialogue
research director Khandaker

“ you
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WTO decision el T

the decision would bring
positive result for graduat-
w, including Bang-
It was not clear how
long the transition period
would be, but
was made a submission to
the WTO seeking duty-free
market access for a
six years after its graduation
from the LDC in 2026, he
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go for free trade agreaments,
enhancing productivity and
diversification of products,
markets and investments to
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ensure smooth transition,” propelled them to gradua-
he said. ~ tion. ' £
Moazzem also said that  “This decision is a signifi-
with the WTO decision, cant step towards address-
Bangladesh’s duty-free mar- ing the particular challenges
ket access would remain graduating LDCs face, and
intact for a certain period in will help people from these
the countries in which the countries tap into the oppor-
facilig; was prevailing like tunities that international
and Australia. ‘trade brings,' she said, -
The majér markets, who  There are currently 48

suspended Bangladesh's fa- LDCs, of which 16 are at dif-
cility, would decision ferent stages of the gradua-
on their own whether they

firmed their commitment and Principe, and Timor-
‘tohe nooth this'pro- Leste- are negotiating their
cess for graduating LDCs to  terms of entry into the WTO.
prevent any loss of the eco- = The other two LDCs on
nomic growth and develop- the graduation path are Kiri-
ment momentum that had bati and Tuvalu.
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'Bangladesh, Canada
to work for higher
bilateral trade

D[PIDVMTIC mRRE‘SPO'VDF 'ﬂ"

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen
emphasised increasing collaboration in the

ORI | IR R TGS I yo8 (b watg

m 135 e

Bangladesh and Canada hme agmed Lo
devisc a mechanism to explore ways and
means to diversify and expand bilateral
trade, which now stands at only about $2.5
hillion.

At the fifth Bangladesh-Canada Foreign
Office Consultations (FOC) at the Global
Affairs Canada in Ottawa on October 27,
the two countries also discussed various
global and regional issues, including
climate change, peace and security, and
transnational crime.

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen
led the Bangladesh side at the FOC,
while the Canadian delegation was led by
Weldon Epp, assistant deputy minister for
Asia Pacific at the Global Affairs Canada.

They discussed a number of global
and regional issues, including political
relations, economic cooperation, trade
and investment, technical assistance,
movement of people and response to the
Rohingya crisis.

The two countries agreed to work on
elevating the relations to the next level,
according to a statement of the foreign
ministry.

capacity building of Bangladesh's service
sectors, including skills development,
trade facilitation, clean tech and energy
and agri food processing sectors.

Foreign Secretary Masud
Bin Momen emphasised
increasing collaboration
in capacity building of
Bangladesh’s service
seclors

The Bangladesh side reiterated its
request for the early deportation of
Nur Chowdhury, the self confessed and
convicted killer of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The two sides also discussed various global
and regional issues, including climate change,
peace and security, and transnational crime
over a lunch hosted by David Morrison,
deputy minister of foreign affairs of Canada.

Bangladesh High Commissioner to
Canada Khalilur Rahman, Canadian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh Lilly Nichols
and other officials from the two countries
were present.,

Son |
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- Bangladesh to send
more workers to leya

'[he MoU will play a ;nvmal role
preventing irregular migration of
Banglaﬂeslmtolibya the Expatriates’
Wellare Ministry said in a press release

mmUun'jtﬁmcmperationin =
the field of recruitment of workers” was =~
signed between the ministryand Libyan =~
labour and rehabilitation ministry on ﬁ B e
Wednesday in Tripali.

Expatriates’ Wellare Minister lmran
Ahmad signed the MoU.

The minister requested the Libyan ¢
authority to implement a “zero gy

He also urged Libya to acknowledge
the  workers’ prior learning |
certifications granted by Bangladesh -
authorities, ease the process of sending |
re:‘mttances through banking channels,

and  regularise undocumented
Bangladeshis without complications.
Bangladesh has sent about 122
lakh migrant workers to Libya for
employment - since 1976 till June
this year, says Bureau of ‘Manpower,
. t and Training data.
the civil war in Libya in &%
2011, about 36,000 Bangladeshis were s S
| repatriated from the North African
country. glle
later in 2012 and 2015, the S
t banned migration of
wwkﬂstoub)amsecunty reasons. It ®
ijtedﬂ:emmaxmmmxuary last year.
‘Shariful Hasan, associate director *
~of Brac Migration Programme, told
lhenailySmmatwhﬂetheMoUma L
positive sign, it should be questioned AT ¥
whether Libya's instability and workers' Gi&i8
vulnerabilities, along with other issues :
that prompted Bangladesh to impose
the embargo, were considered before 3

inking it. m
Currently, an esumated 20 L000- |
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~ OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh -

l?ourpeoplemhlledwhenamdtnmm
rickshaw on the Hossainpur Kishoreganj moad in
Hossainpur upazila of Kishoreganj vesterday.

The victims were identified as Alam Mia,

rickshaw driver; and passengers of the vehicle — Tamim

Hossain, 12; Mizanur Rahman, 26,and Abdul Motalab, 70.

Quounglocals.l\sadtmnanrmuﬁm in-charge
of Hossainpur Police Station, said the four sustained
critical injuries when a truck crashed into them in Adu
Master Bazar area in Hossainpur around E30pm.

They were taken to Hossainpur upazila health complex,
where two of them died. The two others were refierred ©
Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam Medical College and Hospital
in Kishoreganj, where they died in the afternoon.

Puhcesélzedthetruckandmm Acse
was filed.
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recovered in

_ Gampur

THE palice on Tuesday after-
noon recovered the body of a
female garments worker from
inside a house that was Jocked
mIs]ampuramainCdapm

' The diseased is identi-
fied as Shikha Begum, 35,
daughtemeaiﬁﬂlslam.ﬁvm
Trishal in Mymensingh.

_ Identity card of a fac-
tory worker in Ashulia of
Dhaka was found with the
‘deceased, said Basan police
sub-inspector Hanif Mah-
mud.

He said that Shikha used
to live with her husband at a
rentedhnuseal Sharipur of
It

'Rmidentsinﬂ:se area in-
formed the police after
fm.uui.the]musew'a'i'zuslﬂ'c'.ﬂl?ni?r
for several days. Shikha's
body was found in a bed in-
side the house,’ said SI Hanif,
" He also said that the hus-
band absconded and
action is under way, -

1A D

nqwﬁman;aaﬁmaoa-

WENBIMY 0010@3,2023;

Body»of female ﬁh “ei ..e.n-@ ;ﬁ :

:E.nm 3 matﬁ‘sﬁ@wm@%ﬂ
A T 49T T v W wee |
AR S5 Dw qgE 25N A 59 B
SR s a9l (A9 2 aWS
mwmammm!
mmﬁmm
mmwa!?gﬂ W
SIS o S5
@wmm:-ﬁma@#ﬁ:

MAGEE AANT 25T Mg F

uﬁwaﬁ’r
M(%}ammﬁﬁm
Meral Zrde geR wRgR A

mammzﬁmmm(ﬁ

ﬂmrwmmw:a

MWmaﬁmwmﬁi
sffera BT, AR TeIR (BT 2T

Fox & aweTa W FHF0G B GFRTER o
W U S vy dee mmml
m-»mmmmﬁﬁmm FFR
ﬁm s 9B fras mmw
M TR TS i wg
wm I
a@mm@ =i e S
A | -G a&%ﬁ

s :




WEEEE (R G et TEe T T
a5 arE FES WA (@b) AN @F 0
TG T TEm A Wl e
R CTesld SEWE  OFEE b
@ Wb (F 95 g W TaE
7z Ao | e WA 68 ATH T3 |
o TiEgwR Aas A0 el . _
e oW, TS A e wE ) WA ' BT TR ;
e T el e R e TECE O I gEE) AT A Wate de Wl 9 AW I e e
e e @ T FEA| GO T CUAIE TS Y v s wEm of wifsew owgwen PEUER A9 GO
e e 2T G R 'ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ:}l‘fﬂ?ﬁmmm @Es AW A WE TE e -0 W
G 4R | A S, e o W | (NI (T AR A (N0 T I e A (ST W
wfEeE AT SESR g 4% ST AT SeEEE TP SRR, TS AN 0 9@ JEAE . ONE MR
oneE! WA ITeIGR i g T SN (6| (e ¢ ofige amn gm0 W T wREe
O SN e o O R e T ey T st S| Y SR Y T GO S L o, S
B I T (e, WiEe ZafEw WO AWT 9N WO G e, SRR RS B
A TR AR TIAievE eferEma e T e S N (A0 THE 0P T s ornA eferaiie WA
(PITR oI WIS T (19T TR m ! ﬁ%@gﬁm %mﬁtgmm %m w:;m e
e (whvem) afefife | v, ¢ Bic 5 st o (S0 AW | 6% WAIE
1@*"‘"‘—--_‘ ¢

E=

e gifg amn fr el e
& T AT (e R
e e e ST T
i S o I E 1 ORI SF W AR g oy wARTORA AT WA
T (farm oA e e FRYC WA N gy o, Beg 3O
¥ e TS 0 W 23 W A T
TR T | @RI W S Soo o §E (oferfe) m 9 P o,
U T TN O ki) W*-E-g:; AT A T (T
oTR (AT s RIS : : el
o T AR e i E'W’-@W‘ﬂwﬂm‘ vy ) R R o o
TE T WA, O e ﬁmmﬁg | arm oew fgew e
s (Iven wfeam == = b DA ey ©E owE ©F
O TTE afiper (rteer e

e m PaN ¥ H[Ed & | 9ue HHoA § St et HTET
ofS BTTRERLT & W 48 DR 0w | @ Ry e AT 7RI AP o AR
¥F 4 T O DR W grepmwliaces wer Saa Sovre Bve s o1

1 O S e AR @ o
[ ST W (5B 5ECE |




IIFAIE
|§ﬁwuamaaw

m!mwwa%
g & fAses 9gf7 e
== B (NTECT w9 Al

w3 T5fE gfee wikes
nEfas eam afie
TR TEifes FEA
oston Beemg weifs
=feE @ 95 @F )

A AL »

CATHATE,  SEEE 2029,

Bt g AR

P catsera Wi TfATETE Srern
MR =S (Woaa | 453 TR
A tierg Hebe 2enta A4
TEE s same wife e

Frfles Sfoute AHuEeTE 59
CETEET SLATS ALISAG | B3 A

e Forg oiTsFen =i

HifTEs o5 | AR SEETE, ¥
TER B WS AINCS } (UF 58

T A | TIE 3¢ TEEE AR
TS Sfeyr *maE FaEd
coArEE |

Torere aifSmaws, orer

IFEfEd 20 G

APTERTEAE en Wgid 9 TEE

S| @%e wife s e, s

o7 Wi reram =fime 39
gl ve e e gz ofermm o
WS TN (T TG Wi Sl |
e Frmam® #3foa aem farw srerE

CEBTEA (Folal b1 Y =12
fime AR 2% W e

ST T o o2 S 5 |
TS Ferifes arad Heoiddala wele

wrBiad A ot fafen ffss -

Vi

BL%

?ﬂﬁl‘“ﬁw caftar-ot A0S - TS
@l A DU 207 datnnng @ 109 W Loty

Leaders of Garment Sramik Andolan in demand of increasing wages of garment workers protest
through a rally in front of minimum wage board office at Topkhana Road in the capital Dhaka
on Sunday. The third meeting of readymade garment sector minimum wage board was held on
Sunday at its office in the capital amid protests of different labour rights bodies without producing

anrspec&ﬁcpmposa!fothﬂcingmgmufm(;mmem.

RMG SECTOR MINIMUM WAGE BOARD

3rd meeting ended without

any proposal for pay

THE third meeting of ready-
made garment sector mini-
mum wage board was held
on Sunday at its office in
the capital amid protests of
different labour rights bod-
ies without producing any
specific proposal for hiking
wages of RMG workers.
Although the representa-
tives of owners and work-
ers to the wage board were
asked in the board's second
meeting held in August to
submit their specific propos-
als regarding the workers'
wagesmthethirdnmeﬁng.

‘both representatives failed
to do so.
Labour rights groups in
demonstrations in
front of the minimum wage
board criticised the board
for not making any proposal
aver the pay hike of workers.
meet-

Ali Molla
told reporters that both the
owners and workers' repre-
sentatives had sought more
time to submit their propos-
als and he hoped that they
would submit their respec-
tive in the next
meeting likely to be held in

the third week of this month.

According to the wage
board chairman, the own-

ers’ representative could not

prepare the wage proposal
in time as he was abroad
while the workars’ repre-
sentative made progress in
preparing the proposal but
he also sought extra time.
As per the decision of the
second meeting of the board,
we have visited some RMG
factories in Dhaka, Ashulic,

Ghzipur, Sylhet and Chat-

togram. Today, we have dis-
cussed the outcomes of the

fadmymsiﬂﬂaqua&ﬁhand.
e said that during the fac-
lory visits; board members
in discussions with
owners and workers and the
members also noted the de-
mands of the workers.

The board chairman hoped
that it would be possible to fi-
nalise the new wage of RMG
workers by mid-November.

Owners’ representative fo
the wage board Md Siddiqur
Rahman said that the board
would set a reasonable mini-
mum wage for the RMG work-
ers and the workers would re-
ceive the new wage in the first
week of January 2024.

‘Sirajul Islam Rony, work-
ers' representative to the
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GAZIPUR, Sept 10
(UNB): Vehicular move-
ment on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway
remained suspended for an
hour on Tuesday as the

garment factories put up
barricades demanding pay-
ment of their dues.

Quoting workers, Abu

——

m——

d'ﬁndfaw :

T WES SR W R

workers of two readymade.

RMG workers block Dhaka-M'singli
highway demanding dues

Bakar Siddique, officer-in-
charge of Bhashon Police
Station, said the workers of
Meek Knit Limited and
Panasia Clothing Ltd were

not allowed to enter their fac- |

tories in the morning due to

a conflict with the owners of =

the two buildings housing
the factories.

Later, the  workers
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brought out a procession
ing arrears and took
to the street at Bhogra point
at 9 am, halting traffic
movement.
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CHATTOGRAM, Oct 18
(bdnews24.com): A 12-hour transport
strike has disrupted bus services on 20
routes in Chattogram, Bandarban,
Cox's Bazar district, and various
upazilas.

The stike, called by the
'‘Chattogram-Southern Region-Cox's
Bazar-Bandarban District Road
Transport Owner Worker Unity
Council', began at 6 am on
‘Wednesday.

The council is pressing home a
range of demands, including the can-
cellation of bus services operating
without route permits on the
Chattogram-Cox's Bazar Highway.

Mohammad Musa, the council's
senior  joint  convener,  said,
"Previously, on Oct 9, we called a two-
hour symbolic strike over the same set
of demands. As no action was taken
by the authorities, a 12-hour strike has

Thursday | October 19, 2023

Financial Express
i_“r;nsport strike halts bus services
on 20 routes in southern Chattogram

for those arriving from Dhaka, Musa
said. Due to the strike, bus services
have also been suspended on routes in
Anwara, Banshkhali, Satkania, and

Lohagara upazilas. The situation has
caused suffering among professionals
who  regularly commute to
Chattogram city.

been called today."
No buses are operating on Cox's
Bazar and Bandarban

in Ch

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023, KARTIK 3, 1430 BS

Naogaon transport
workers postpone
strike after 33 hours =

ram on Wednesday

The photo shows local passengers waiting for bus at an upazila town

— bdnews24.com

ASHWIN 31, 1430 BS
The Bty Star

RMG workers be51ege
factory inspection office

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

1
MONDAY OCTOBER 16, 2023 ]

Mme than 500 readymade garment workers
besieged the office of the Department
of Inspection Tﬂr Factories and Establishments in
Tongi, Gazipur, demanding arrear wages and their
jobs back after their factory suddenly shut down.

Contacted, Motaleb Mia, deputy inspector
Omedlﬂm a sitin demanding gencral of the Department of ion for
Ra#ﬁu‘ i Mﬂthm'kemUnion. wﬂhdlawalofthebmm\'n-FacmnesmEsmtﬂmeem&aald he spoke to the
b He said that they wouldgo ers’ “lathial bahinf, hired workers. “T've contacted the factory authorities and
ﬁ-IE- transport workers in on a strike for an indefinite mﬁmthﬂhghwwmdwyhmagreeﬁLummmusmgaldmgthu;mnﬂ'
Naogaon postponed  their period again if the perpetra- for a CNG stand on October 23."
strike on Wednesday after- fors Wh e e i T Chs Comp?m&zﬁ: T%.‘L“?“&é‘éa““‘?ﬁ‘é‘i{
e fellow workers 0 pur u abrupt its
mmahtﬁ&i‘lsz;:!&:ﬂﬂf mm@brsmmm Bm;m the bus and ﬂm“ﬂnmtpa\mgmen‘lﬂi)ﬂ(]“nrhﬂ'ﬁmomlhb
mmuﬂy-ﬂ; Hﬂﬂ'mm : three-wheeler workers mdmtﬂandsngtsagam&mmbﬁBQmMM
following a clash be-  Earlier, bus workers offagainst each otherand ten- |
tween bus workers and those clashed with workers of gion was continuing to brew
of CNG-run three-wheelers, ~ CNG-run three-wheelers in up, a huge number of law en-
strike today at about 2:45pm on Monday afternoon follow- fmytmmhal‘m'gamavmd
following_the assurance of ing their previous enmity any uniowardincidepts.
| “They have assured us of sit- onthehighway. ~ btmwogﬂmwmtor}amb&m
| ting for a meeting with the  Protesting at the incident, for an indefinite period
| duo parties for a fair solu- owners and Tuesday morning in protest at
| tion after October 24, said workers blocked the highway the attack against their fellow
Moti, general mlheﬁeuyinmmalmagd_;wprlims /- = =



People suffer as bus workers

8o on strike in Naogaon

Ra]shahi

BUS commurications be-
tween Naogoan and the rest
of the country remained
suspended on Tuesday as
the district transport work-
ers enforced a strike for an
indefinite period following
a clash between bus workers
and those of CNG-run thme-
wheelers.

This is the fourth time
that the transport workers
enforced a strike in the dis-
trict in the past six months.

‘It seems that we are
hostages to transport own-
ers and workers as they en-
force a strike, whenever they
want, lo achieve their own
interests,’ said Abul Hasan, a
grocery owner who travelled
to Naogaon from Sapahar
upazila on Monday to buy
some commodities for his
shop and stayed at one of his
relatives” house at night.

Witnesses said that bus
workers clashed with workers
of CNG-run three-wheelers in -

the Manda ferry terminal area

'un]viondayaﬁmmunfoﬂmv
ity ment on the highway but attack.

Proteshngaithe incident,
three-wheeler owners and
workers blocked the high-
way in the ferry terminal
area and staged a sit-in de-
manding withdrawal of the
bus owners’ ‘lathial hahini’,
hired goons, from the high-
way and registration for a
CNG stand in the Baludanga
bus stand area.

off against each other and ten-
sion was continuing to brew
‘up, a huge number of law en-
forcers were deployed in the
ferry terminal area to avoid
any untoward incidents.
Following the incident,
the bus workers enforced a
strike for an indefinite peri-
od from Tuesday morning in
protest at an attack against
their fellow warkers.
- Shahidul Islam, presi-

‘dent of Naogaon District

Bus Owmers’ Association, .
said that there was a ban

on three-wheeler's move-

the owners and drivers were

plying their vehicles despite

requests from the

disirict administration and
' leaders.

He said that a clash en-
sued between the bus and the
three-wheeler workers over
the issue on September 22.

‘In a meeting with the
district administration and
police, it was then decided
between the two groups that
three-wheelers would not be
allowed to ply on the high-
way from 9:30am to 3:30pm.
But, the three-wheelers
owners and drivers are not
oumplying with the deci-
sion,’ he said.

Shahidul Islam alleged

that three-wheeler own-
ers and drivers beat up bus
workers as the latter forbid
them plying their three-
wheelers outside the fixed
time complying with the
decision. -

He said that the bus driv-
ers and workers enforced the
strike as one of their fellow

workers was injured in the

the ‘lathial bahini’ of the bus

owners’ association beat up
their fellow driver Bachchu
Sardar in ferry terminal area
and vandalised three three-
wheelers on Monday.

‘Such incidents happen
regularly. Every day bus
workers obstruct CNG-run
three-wheeler's  movement
on the highway. beat up our
fellow drivers and vandalise
our vehicles. We are not get-
ting the d support
from the local administration,
due to which we are forced to
take to the streets,” he said.

Md Gaziur Rahman, ad-
ditional superintendent of
Naogaon police ([administra-
tion and finance), said that it
was a long-standing conflict
between the bus and three-
wheeler workers.

‘We are trying to negoti-
ate between the two parties
to normalise vehicle move-
ment,’ hesald

A‘ﬁ : WEBNESUAYOCTOBERﬂ.B 2023

memorand' to
PM over labour

law issue
Staff Campondem

Thursday demanding re-
government's

m'unttgfam consultative

SKOP leaders on Tues-

i programma.

.  Joint coordinator of SKOP ()

labour leader Shah Mohem-
mad Abu Zafar raised nine
damandl including

refraining from
labour law, withdrawal

Essential Services Bill-2023

readout written speech and
hbomlaadmkasequm

aain Abdul Kader Hawlader,

Shamim Ara, Saifuzzaman
Badsha, Badal Khan and
others attended the confer-
ence.

WE Y o

joint coordjna- The Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad holds a press oonference at the
dsd tor of SKOP Nurul Amin Unity on Tuesday. Report on page 4.
Dhaka Reporters

— New Age photo
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The Business Standard Bus

What should be the minimum wage for garment workers?
Miraz Hossain & Zannat Husna

Earlier this week, the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) proposed a monthly wage of
TK17.568 for garment workers, upsetting all stakeholders. The Business Standard reached
out to experts for their take

Photo: TBS/ Salahuddin Ahmed

Bangladesh currently has the lowest minimum wage among the top garment-exporting
countries. This includes Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India, Myanmar, Cambodia and Indonesia.

Bangladeshi garment workers earn as little as Tk8,000 every month.

Earlier this year, the government established a wage board on 9 April to recommend a new wage
structure for over four million garment workers in Bangladesh. In August, Liakot Ali Mollah,
chairman of the Minimum Wage Board of the Labour Ministry, said new wages for garment
workers would be decided by November and implemented the following month.

Earlier this week, the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) proposed a monthly wage of Tk17,568
for garment workers. Meanwhile, labour rights organisations demanded - considering soaring
inflation - up to Tk25,000 as the minimum wage.

Five labour bodies, including the Industrial Bangladesh Council and Garments Sramik Parishad,
have already issued statements rejecting CPD's wage proposal, demanding that the minimum
wage of garment workers be declared at least Tk 23,000.

The Business Standard reached out to experts and stakcholders for their take on the matter.

'"Tk17,568 as minimum wage for garment workers is absurd'

Nazma Akhter. Sketch: TBS
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Nazma Akhter
President of Sammilita Garment Sramik F ederation

CPD's proposed Tk17,568 as minimum wage for garment workers is absurd. How can you
expect a family to live off this money in Dhaka when living expenses are so high?

Potatoes are Tk50 per kilo. We pay Tk150 for a dozen cggs and Tk70 for a kilo of rice. We are
struggling to buy food and other essentials. T don't cven want to start about medical expenses.

We, the garment workers, have not expected this ridiculous proposal from CPD. It shows that
they clearly favour the owners and not the workers,

The workers want the buyers to pay more for the products so that the owners can profit and the
industry thrives. Both the owners and the workers are part of the industry. But pcople cannot
expect us to die working for the owners,

We have to survive first to bring profit to the owners. But how can we survive with so little
money? The workers are getting sick because they cannot afford food anymore. Day by day,
garment workers are losing their ability to work, which is a huge threat to the industry.

As a labour leader, I reject the proposed minimum wage structure of CPD and demand that
garment workers get at least Tk23,00 as a minimum wage.

'If a salary structure is imposed from outside, many factories may shut down'
Shahidullah Azim. Sketch: TBS

Shahidullah Azim

Vice-President, BGMEA

CPD should have discussed the matter of the minimum wage of
garment workers with the owners of RMG factories before proposing a
minimum wage of Tk17,568. When you talk about issues like these

without consulting the stakeholders, it creates a lot of confusion. The workers start demanding a
raise without understanding that the owners cannot do it overnight.

Of course, we want the garment workers to earn more and get better wages. But this is not
something that you can force, especially from outside, like the proposal of CPD. Because, even
though we want to increase the workers' salary, we cannot do it unless the buyers pay us more
for the products. So, if a salary structure is imposed from outside, many factories may eventually
shut down and go out of business. That would be a huge loss for the industry. We have to keep

@R
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the industry alive. If the RMG industry thrives, the workers will get better salaries automatically.
And, for that, the buyers, the owners and the workers all have to sit together and decide how to
do this.

We have submitted a proposal to increase the workers' salaries to the buyers already. We have
also approached all the other stakeholders so that we can take a holistic approach to solving this
issue. The buyers will play the most crucial role here since the owners' profit and the workers'
wages depend on the products' price. They have to increase the product prices. Otherwise, the

industry cannot develop a sustainable solution to this issue.

'I am still not sure how much inflation is factored here while setting minimum wage'

Sayema Haque Bidisha. Sketch: TBS
Savema Haque Bisidha

Professor, Department of Economics, Dhaka University

Naturally, there will be differences between the negotiating parties, but when -
these differences are significant, it raises concerns. In such cases, ensuring
transparency in the decision-making process is crucial.

Along with addressing the minimum wage for garment workers, it is essential that we establish
minimum wages in other sectors as well. Minimum wages are determined in about 45 sectors in
the country, but this scope needs to be expanded to cover all sectors.

We must also consider the impact of inflation on real minimum wages. [n other countries,
inflation is considered a key factor when setting minimum wages. [ am still not sure how much
inflation is considered here.

If employers cannot meet wage demands or come close to them, they should provide
compensation in other forms, such as subsidised housing, transportation, schooling for children,
or food provisions. While paying standard wages is preferred, alternative benefits can also help
bridge the gap.

Ultimately, we need to find a common ground by considering living wages, minimum wages,
and the poverty line. Often, the primary reason the minimum wage falls short is inflation. The
real minimum wage goes even lower because of the soaring inflation.

'CPD' s calculation is somewhat inconsistent'

eo




Manirul Islam. Sketch: TBS
Md Manirul Islam
Deputy Director, Research Development at BILS

We believe that CPD, as a professional research organisation, arrived at its conclusion on the
minimum wage for garment workers using academic methods. At BILS, we also conducted
research adhering to established standards, striving to bridge the gap between practicality and
academia. And we think it should be higher than what CPD proposed.

BILS' survey found that the average cost for a family dependent on the garment sector, in Dhaka,
is Tk33,368, slightly higher than CPD's calculation of around Tk32,000. However, we observed
a discrepancy in the final calculation. CPD assumed an average of two wage earners per family,
whereas our research found 1.46 earning members per family, aligning with government data.

This indicates that CPD's calculation is somewhat inconsistent. Even if we divide CPD's figure
of Tk32,000 by 1.46, it closely matches our calculation of Tk21.500. We have reservations about
certain aspects of CPD's methodology. For instance, CPD allocated Tk4,831 for housing in a
family of 3.7 members, which we find very unacceptable.

Setting the minimum wage above the poverty line is essential, and CPD's housing cost falls
below this standard. Similarly, CPD allocated Tk351 per month for a child's education, which
seems unrealistic. A medical allowance of Tk879 appears insufficient to cover the medical needs
of a family of four, especially in the case of hospitalisation or serious illnesses.

Of course, we do not intend to discredit CPD's work but to seek common ground and propose a
practical minimum wage.

Features / Top News

minimum wage / garments workers / inflation
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