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Thua aldoﬂywﬁenm busy l.miolding coal from a ship onto a truck, not in frame, in Dhaka s Gabtoli area
on Sunday. The nation is observing May Day today to rscognha and appreciate the invaluable contributions
of these working-class people. — FE photo by KAZ Sumon
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The M y

AY Day or the International Workers' Day stands for the
workers' victory over exploitation and injustice. It began as a
day to express solidarity with workers in 1889 by the
International Federation of Socialist Groups and trade unions. It is the
commemoration of the violent Hay Market workers' uprising in 1886 in
Chicago, USA. On May 4, the police attack on industrial workers
demanding 8-hour working day led to violent demonstrations and

clashes in which 10 workers were killed in police firing.

of this country, it is also one of overview of the failures and disillusion-
ments that came by in the course of various movements, However, the
nature of labour movements has gone through changes over time. In its
long course, the bellicosity has largely been dropped to make way for
dialogue and deliberations. The earlier intransigence has been replaced
by careful negotiations between the unions and employers. The days o;

jute and cotton mills have long been over-The country's industrial se

minimum wages by the RMG workers, a semblance of calm prevails in
The factory owners fail | tions ﬂfsﬁv&nm aﬂdwﬁmmdmorf
to understand that | Jraionsst e e
aggrieved workers are Cl;ﬁlr]}', in the context of mhark.:
. : : volatility, the minimum wages should
llIﬂIl(Ely to put in thEII be ralsetz Since the workplace environ-
best. Thus pr DdUCUVltY ment is yet to be conducive to workers'
£ welfare, more needs to be done to
fails to I,.eaCh the improve the standard of factories. The
desired level survivors of the Rana Plaza tragedy
with or without grievous injuries have
yet to get back their jobs or avail other sources of income. The devastat-
ed relatives of the dead still desperately await compensations. The trade
unions and the labour rights activists had put in the best of their efforts
in seeking justice for the survivors, But those proved futile.

-Creating the right environment for the workers to have their basic
demands met comprises the core of the May Day message. In the devel-
oped parts of the world, strongly united workers' movements hardly fail
to compel the authorities to bow down to the legitimate demands. In
most of the developing countries, it is the authorities' inflexible stance
not to yield to the workers' demands that gets the better of workers'
rights. Workers are exploited in more ways than one. The factory own-
ers fail to understand that aggrieved workers are unlikely to put in their
best. Thus productivity fails to reach the desired level. Bangladesh is no
exception. Then there are many other workers' groups in the informal
sector, which are not even considered a working class to deserve their
rights and privileges. They are not covered by trade unions, The labour
law should cover such workers in order to dispense justice for such
socially vulnerable working groups.
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T Even minimum

wage eludes
the workers

ZYMA ISLAM and SHAHEEN MOLLAH
The readymade garment sector is just one of
42 industrial sectors for which the government
decides the minimum wage,

Workers of 24 of the remaining 41 sectors have
a minimum wage less than that of an RMG worker.
The lowest wage in 10 of the sectors is half or less
than half of an RMG worker’s minimum pay.

Employees in most of these sectors in the
past have not had any nationwide trade union
representatives speaking for them in the wage
boards formed to set their minimum pay.

RMG workers are now campaigning to get their
minimum wage raised (o Tk 22,000, from the Tk

The RMG workers' pay hike demand is being
backed by national and international trade unions
at a time when inflation is at 9.33 percent, a rate
just short of the 10-year-high of 9.52 percent
recorded last August. :

The minimum wage in at least 27 sectors was set
in 2018 or before and the workers are struggling

Filing station workers'last wage board was in 1987
Underage workers'legal wage is Tk 2,500 a month
Lowest wages are in tea estates, hotels and

Trade unions are often absent during wage
negotiations i 2

o make ends meet as silence reigns over their

The last time filling station workers had their
minimum wage set was in 1987. Thirty six years
later, their minimum pay is still Tk 792,

Many workers in this sector have no clue that
it is a listed sector and they are legally entitled to
negotiate their wages. "

Md Milon of Poribar Petrol Traders, a filling
station in Shahbagh, has been working for 25 vears
at the pumps.

He gets Tk 12,000 a month.

He and seven other workers at the filling station
expressed amazement at the concept of a wage
board.

“If we get the wage board, it would be great. I will
have job security,” he said.

Thankfully, the negotiations for minimum wage
in this sector are now going on after 36 years, but
that the sad thing are no nationwide filling station
workers' union representatives on the wage board,
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Even minimum wage eludes the workers

documents show.

The workers are being
“represented” by the president of
the Khulna Divisional Tank-lorry
Workers Union. This is happening
in a country that has nearly 4,800
filling stations.

The wage board had their first
meeting on February 16.

Workers in the leather processing
factories in Posta and Lalbagh are on
a similar boat.

They apply salt to rawhide before
sending it to tanneries, Since their job
is at the bottom of the shoe-making
supply chain, they often remain
invisible to international buyers
who usually ensure compliance of
tanneries.

In 2020, Tk 8,025 minimum wage
was declared for them when they had
none of them or their trade unions
representing them in the wage
negotiations,

A line leader of one of the biggest
and most compliant tanneries had
satin to represent them.

Now, the workers get paid Tk 20 for
every piece of hide that they process.

“Earnings are good during the two
Eids when there is a lot of work. But
the rising cost of beef has shrunk our
earnings,” a worker said.

If people are buying beefl less,
fewer cattle are slaughtered and fewer
rawhide are required o process.

Workers speaking anonymously to

‘this correspondent showed cracked
skins of hands calloused by ru

salt on hides all day. They said their
pay does not allow them to get

treatment for these,

In 2022, the minimum wage for a
sawmill worker was fixed at Tk 17,900.
Many workers, however, do not know
about the minimum wage and many
owners have no intention to comply
with the law,

Al Makkah Saw Mill has been
at Mirpur-10 for 30 years. Khalilur
Rahman, a co-owner and manager,
stated flat out that he cannot pay
workers according to the wage board.

Fourteen workers in the mill are
paid between Tk 5,000 and Tk 12,000
a month, far below the government-
sef rate.

Md Julhas, manager of Cumilla
Timber Saw Mill next door, pays his
workers between Tk 200 and Tk 400
a day, which means the workers can
only earn between Tk 5,000 and Tk
10,000 a month.

The minimum wage for automobile
workshop employees was fixed at
Tk 7,610 in 2018, but the workers
actually get a pittance.

Md Rasel, owner of Ayad Auto Tech
at Mohammadpur's Beribadh, used
o get paid as per the wage board
when he worked in a larger and well-
established workshop. He, however,
pays his mechanics Tk 5,000 a month.

“ I cannot let them [his
mechanics] know about it. Nobody
gives these [pay according to the
wage board] unless they are a big
company,” he said.

He employs about 15 people,

One of his mechanics explained
that the only way that he can make
ends meet in this economy is by
attending house calls after hours and

| B AT

by pilfering parts, -

There are 12 types of jobs that have
an official minimum wage that is less
than Tk 5,000.

Workers in tea estates, hotels
and restaurants, iron foundries,
engineering workshops, ayurvedic
factories, match factories, hosiery
factories, and tailoring shops are
getting such pay.

Employees in salt crushing,
soap and cosmetics, cotton
textile production, bakeries and
confectionaries, cold storages, and
shrimp processing get between Tk
5,000 and Tk 7,000.

Of these sectors, cotton textiles,
tea estates, and shrimp processing
plants are primarily export oriented
industries.

Bangladesh last year exported
cotton textiles and shrimp worth
$770 million and $532 million.

The minimum wage for workers
at shrimp processing plants was set
at Tk 6,700 in 2022, a vear in which
Bangladesh saw the highest inflation
in a decade.

The wage for underage workers in
industries and factories is a mere Tk
2,500,

On Saturday, Asia Floor Wage
Alliance said that they interviewed
300 RMG workers from 63 factories
and found that an RMG worker
consumes on average only 1,950
kilocalories every day when the
standard is 3,000 kCal for those
involved in physical labour,

This is because RMG workers earn
on average only Tk 10,000 a month,
it found,
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new soczal contract pllppgtacy

ON the first of May, working people

across the world celebrate more than
150 years of collective action

through their trade unions building secure, [ ut a ia _ ; plsec
sustainable lives and delivering social justice. ﬂf pahttc willto e
It is also a moment to reflect on the enor- - ]_1 : h t SHARY ye Wﬂﬁ'R TS
mous challenges to people and the planet, GverC{} eo ar Q (R S w .
challenges that can only be overcome with m g y’ Ruererelbs cemd S .m ) {
a vibrant trade union movement at the reform taxation and to A o W G|
heart of the economy and society, and a (AT :
new social contract to build a just and sus- mveSt IIl p‘ubhc SngICES SR @ | 6 fefo m
tainable future for all. and a sustainable future, ™8 ¥t o
However, tens of millions of people are m—mﬁm Torra e R
directly confronted by the brutal realities of argues the Enternatianal AR [ o v
armed conflct, including Russials invasion of g, ad e Um b Confed er atiun | R R R S A 4
Ukraine. Multilateralism and the vital instru- TEHE A TE
ments and processes that aim to ensure peace G ST SR 039 ;G
and common security are under existential it FEene @ Wi 9%

threat. The world faces the converging crises
of massive inequality, climate change, ero-
sion of democracy, threats to public health
and the prospect of unregulated technologies

exacerbating division and exclusion. afF veb 5 [RAIfES e soig
SOLIDARITY, PEACE, EQUALITY: As weAb AR |
the largest organised democratic force in the - e S 9e S T

world, the global trade union movement is
indispensable in overcoming these chal-
lenges and working for peace. Strengthening
solidarity in times of crisis is essential for
creating a fairer and more humane wozld.
The pathway to that world, and a funda-
mental foundation for peace, is the new social
contract. There is no lack of resources, but a

52 5, I S (P S |
wfEfey Qe e afelR BRI
TS T T T A, T
for the three-quarters of the world's people spmy wre P 00T 8 &S,
who are fully or partly denied this basic g3Ffefourafs a25e%S eIzt 1.
human right starting with a global social pro- T AW (@A &S
tection fund. BBl O 3 |

-

lack of political will to overcome oligarchy, to
reform taxation and to invest in public servic-
es and a sustainable future. It is through trade
union action that we can create the necessary
democratic accountability to re-shape the
global economy. This means action on:

® Jobs, to reach full employment by cre-
ating 575 million new jobs worldwide
through investment in care, green jobs and

infrastructure and formalising informal sec- -

tor employment.

® Wage rises, with living minimum wages
to reverse the decades-long decline in the
share of prosperity going to working people
and to ensure a dignified life for all and revi-
talise economies.

® Rights, to guarantee workers' organising
and bargaining rights, ensure safe and
healthy work, safeguard against discrimina-
tion and forced and child labour and build a
sustainable world through just transition.

® Equality, to guarantee equal pay for
women and men and challenge racism and

.homophobia.

@ Social Protection, to invest in coverage

@ Inclusion, to remove the colonial struc
tural framework of the world's financial mda :

trade systems that deny prosperity to bil
lions of people.

Unions across the world are taking action
to address the cost-of-living crisis. In
response, rather than engage positively in
social dialogue, many governments are fur-
ther restricting the fundamental right to

strike. We will continue to defend the rightto

withdraw our labour to ensure decent work
and to secure justice and freedom.

As we, the International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC), recall the great strug-
gles fought and won by working women and
menoverscmanydecades.werecommztto
building workers' power through organising
and exercising that power to build a world
founded on equity, solidarity, democracy
and mutual respect.

The dreams and aspirations of trade
unions in the past became reality through
collective action and it is time for the current
generation to turn the aspiration for a world
that puts people first into a reality.
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REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA, AKM
ZAMIR UDDIN and SOHEL PARVEZ

Exports and remittances,
two major sources of foreign
currencies  for  Bangladesh,
plunged in April, 2 bad omen
for the economy as it deals with
multiple challenges, including a
dollar crisis, an elevated level of
import costs and falling reserves.
Export earnings slumped 16.5
per cent vear-on-year to $3.95
billion last month, according to
the Export Promotion Bureau.
And despite a surge in the
outflow of migrant workers
in 2022, remittances sent by
migrant workers and non-
resident  Bangladeshis living
abroad dropped 162 per cent
to $1.68 billion, the sharpest
fall in 14 months, data from the
Bangladesh Bank showed.
Exporters blame the falling
flow of orders from the western
markets amid higher inflation
while bankers say migrant
workers preferred to send money
through informal channels,
popularly known as hundi, as the
official rate for the greenback is
lower than the kerb market.
“The decrease in export
and remittances is bad for the
economy. This is also bad for
employment and investments,
It is a signal that the risk in
the economy continues,” said
Prof Mustafizur Rahman, a
distinguished fellow of the Centre

Jin value agaipst the

R (R

for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

The latest data comes at a
time when Bangladesh's foreign
exchange reserves are falling as
export and remittances earnings
can’t cover the cost of imports
despite its slowdown.

The taka lost about 25 per cent

in the past one year, raising the

press
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Economic
as export, remittance di

basket, declined 154 per cent
year-on-year in April.

Faruque Hassan, president
of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, said the export
of apparel items had been
declining for the last few

greenback months, albeit slowly.

Recently, the export fall was

FOR INQUIRIES
CALL US AT

© 16704

-
Hraw
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CERAMICS

import costs and the prices of
imported goods to a large extent.

One reason behind the export
dip could be the decline in the
prices of raw malterials, according
to Rahman.

“Another factor may be the
effect on demand following
measures taken by the western
countries to contain inflation,
Under the current circumstances,

prudent Macroeconomic
management has  become
important to stabilise the

economy and contain the risks.”
The shipment of garments,

which account for about 85

per cent of the national export
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tackled by the higher prices of
value-added garment items. But
now both quality and guantity
can't tackle the export slide.

Bangladesh’s overall receipts
from the shipment of goods,
however, grew 5.38 per cent to
$45.67 billion between July and
April. The export growth was 8
per cent in the first nine months
of 202223, EPB data showed.

Most of the major sectors
could not perform well in July-
April as well.

For instance, the shipment of
frozen and live fish, agricultural
products, leather and leather
goods, jute and jute goods and
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home textiles declined.

Hassan says if the bank interest
rate in the western countries is
not hiked further and the old
stock of the unsold garment items
finishes, there is a possibility that
sales of garment items will go up
from July.

~REMITTANCE ]
BB data showed that
remittances flow in April was
lower than the overall inflow in
March when migrants sent home
$2 billion, the third highest in
FY23, to enable their families and
relatives to celebrate the Fid-ul-
Fitr, the biggest religious festival
in Muslim-majority Bangladesh.
Overall remittances flow grew
2 per cent year-on-year to $17.7
billion between July and April.
CPD’s Rahman said the flow
of remitiances through hundi
cartels might have increased as

the rate of the dollar is higher in
the kerb market.
Hundi cartels, which

operate illegal cross-boundary
operations, accounted for half
of the remittances that flowed
to Bangladesh even before the
coronavirus pandemic,

A central banker says the hundi
carte is mainly responsible for the
slide in remittance as the number
of migrant workers going abroad
for jobs grew substantially.

Bangladesh sent 8.4 lakh
workers abroad in July March,
an increase of 21 per cent from
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. The BGMEA emphasised ethical
buying practices and fair prices of
products to develop a more resilient
supply chain system for considering
workers' rights and welfare with
high importance.

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association (BGMEA) President
Faruque Hassan made the empha-
sis  when Canadian High
Commissioner Dr Lilly Nicholls
paid a courtesy call at the apparel
trade-body's complex in the city's
Uttara area on Wednesday.

BGMEA  Vice President
Shahidullah Azim and Director
Vidiya Amrit Khan, and Canadian
High  Commission  Political
Counsellor Bradley Coates and
Trade Commissioner Md. Kamal
Uddin were also present on the
occasion, according to a statement,

During the meeting, their discus-

Thursday, May 4, 2023

_ wmthqﬁn@gialex_pr_ess.com.bd

BGMEA pushes for ethical buying,

- Ensuring workers'
rights, welfare

= e

sion focused on various issues of
mutual interest for enhancing trade
between Bangladesh and Canada.

They discussed how Bangladesh
could increase its share of ready-
made garment (RMG) export, espe-
cially high-value garments, to
Canadian market and attract invest-
ment in different potential sectors,
like value-added and non-cotton
textiles, it added.

The BGMEA president gave an
overview of Bangladesh's RMG
industry, including its current situa-
tion, opportunities and ongoing
efforts to duly realise its potential.

He briefed the Canadian envoy
about the vast progress made by the
local RMG industry in terms of
workplace safety, epvironmental

sustainability, and workers' rights
and welfare, adding that the indus-
try is committed to continue the
achievements,

Mr Hassan also informed her
about the industry's vision and pre-
paredness to meet future challenges
as well as enhance the competitive-
ness and reputation of Bangladesh
as a safe and sustainable apparel
sourcing hub in the world.

He also highlighted the future
priorities of Bangladesh's RMG
industry, including increased
emphasis on shifting to value-added
garments, especially those made of
non-cotton and technical textiles,
technological upgradation, and
skills and efficiency enhancement
in order to continue the sector's
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growth momentum.

BGMEA has established a
Centre of Innovation, Efficiency
and Occupational Health and
Safety (CIEOSH) to support the
RMG industry with knowledge,
skills and technological know-how
for becoming more advanced and
competitive in the global market,
commissioner, sought cooperation
of Canada in developing knowledge
and skills of the students of
BGMEA University of Fashion and
Technology (BUFT) in textile,
apparel, fashion, design and busi-
ness through collaboration with the
leading Canadian fashion institutes
and universities.

He also expressed optimism
about enhanced cooperation
between Bangladesh and Canada to
reap more mutual benefits, the
statement added. ;

munni_fe@yahoo.com

R



TS Pl

206 B | BifEmTSE AEfe 5%

T P S

[T f-

(A1 #rnent ©8 e =W

(8 | @ TS Q. 4
-l e fegh o )
ST e
Ffa o 8 form Rersm
e e $IE A, o
So TwF F TG A &b &9
[@Ugre | WEfs ATE FEHe
Afes | sl Ure wfiw
@ TR o | @ R
OETEA | =R AeIA
uEss T3 FET &l

- SO e T BE DI e

ml:tﬁmwm;

rere fem g fives | g A
-9 &R by et @z Fi9
AE b TSR | W Qoo AA

b IR | aF MY EH an
*Foiee R AR 25 ST |
19 oo qwmEn A
=fireg o1 Rraed s @
T, AW ¢o O IR A
IR | OE T eo JEE
Ffrs 17 =firez e o
fes @rere | O e A

el e




-




[SISE RS

S EEl o ¥iNE, U 2029,

wmg@ﬁw%m

S BEEAE i
Toaetae wiaz!s e |
forer eifewars, 1 & HEAVWIS, AFEE

TR es weery afl TeifEue
e s e g e an e
@i ha S, @i ame el
mmmwmmﬁm

‘el eew Te dfEdena bl
FRAFIG

515 gEfoa @l LS oo frs 68
FraumE 5l ReEreR o0 96| RrereE
R FALIR S AT W g (T A
FremarEE s AR FRheG s e
7| STooiE G el 48 CIthe T3 e

g7 @ et et

mmﬁamﬁﬁmﬁmﬁam%ﬁsm
ST ST A | ZRATSICE et ST S T | T ¢ e e

1 e | Tomae Qe T TArEven oo
e wiFmres, S SEES
TR

aﬂmww(so).ﬁﬂmmﬁ?
(o), cit. P (20) @ Sediia @I (99)|
art ZAfEheE Hiew@n wa fon =i Zem
geE (0), 7ifw (we) © T (o)

o1 ZIFEI Srer A wTE w@ifis A
mmmmm A SLT
I A, TS S IR v
T, GUATERE v I TR 2 oI
W 20| A MR O, SUAE s 8¢
CATE S i wEE W (|

(A IR TEHE (G T

FeEaEl o dform dferh akmesn

TR FAE TE G TR, TS T
CTE  FEAFID WEAWEE & SEneEad
e FEETE AT 3 | T Sl
ifawdE Q1em T 8 oAl T 52 W
CE i (P G D | GIE R (R
SLer aae S, S e e Al
W S FRAYFILE Tevd A ey fMaral
CaEWITEE e wa |

Sfas (0l TR 49T SIS qTEE,
T e g BE @ gEeE
FELHISETS FORTE] Fodol UeTEH $A0
=4« cane o G se0s of TIka | &
T sReErE wm W i wfieme e
WIWMWWW
e e |

TrFEE B T IEEIEE TEE
FIS (BTG (5 el SoArgLa WY | oA
@ S ATTE G A S e
WAR ASEE e e W T,
‘wfirng (2 derea FEiereR TaEs e =919
wferam ()

« faary 2few Toifgam wem i
SERERE AEgE T €W, B I 4

TSI FEA G413 TP Sl 9 ST A

Hrefa TEHs BeeRa seEn Wk 3=
SRR (O | O <21 e 2ATEGesa

i i 9, o e @ e
aEicaa SIHRE @xHl Qi srEm | e
IR ZP1 FEACE 1T | ST S & ol 4ig o
(T AT g 5% 51T (i1 aaiieters | 93
e SEW-GEE WS BE e SR
@ 6 T @RS TeNE wE
BLECE |
fepReTEs oA 20 w0 9% S GiRke
Sifew e T ol SifEaE e TR
w1 GERER BLE S | e S o
e e S B e <ign e A
G EA) Sd T eI SelEd
@I AEFAISS. (@RS FA0S S| 51
B34 13 (AIE WK A g SiEaae e
FEE TS| FATNE 50 454 SIS 4191 WG
Tt wae | SitAe G| FT8iE Rz

o S e b ResEes
W BAE erel e it T ety
TS AENE wa SUEEl S o
AR FaM FagEl

E: Eﬂ l L...‘l

wmmmmmm
e W o AT @Rl e T B RrwE
sivem Afire el ore | Wi wEe fon afie gevreeT
fofepemaie @iTes | mwmwwﬁc&mw
fofaresa | :
ﬁtﬁmmm«mwﬁmmﬁaﬂm
mﬁnﬁmqﬁwm@ﬁmmml ;
Gyer EE FoA FEEIG BT e | G ARErE
& sirmTee frarerer fafve AT f e AR S S99
(i G (e | FRIAS! (i Wi e e e
ST e A0S TS | G WP Tage e T
| EfaTe wAE A

| sl @ afetr ofai SfkweEd St T TR
'Wmmmmmlmwm
ﬁmmwmﬁﬁw@aﬁemﬁmasmﬁﬁwﬁw

wrﬁwmmmmﬁ?w«ﬁmmm

Fiel : @A 38 (3 389
Dhakg : Sunday 7 May 2023 |
Frratetal 1 ST (1% G S A S T $99
=|t% f& 0T ST WS 5187 |

s oo St RRees a6 B fier wowe
5ofb | TBCT @3 TR0 FTAFG (I T W I BT | @R
s sefire dfiemg Faee Ffee s e % oy
e | TTewy S’ PEYW O AR TG AL 5oE F-
T30 | WiE CWiee re 2 G e afiem |
coue efaE wieneraae IR @3 | BRAWE R w3 1T
AT FE 1 AR e q0EE | WY 9F @T e T
qEE FRAET FE AE R T @WWM
HAFME |

W@Wﬁtﬁmmmmmmﬁh
TG T o (BT WA (WATT BT | WIS (ANl (T8, CF
@] BT #a ewe affl N6 w9 20 | AR FrATe TRIGT
=74 11 | 9 D51 (A g Fefe wm | e efiere e
mamnwrmm

ﬁmmmwmmm_*"

Wmﬁmw'wmmmmw
A e

R0




e ey

effafly, e (Fererrd)
b A e YT
DPEVYE  @Ee  FEEAE
GFEMST - goo SEET W
T IR I T e
wo «feE = wEaEw @WE
e AT <9 Sl 20613
T LT | WAS ST ST
WY e &R e oret
AT | G FEE 9
T T SgeRT W W
T v g sfuwrs faet

ﬁgmwoaﬁaﬁmun

ﬁratmwmmﬂﬁm

m@mmmamm
9 FAEE &5 8 eurT
e I ddEe ot e
HE G FEE BN
e ¢ SAEEEL

T 3) B | E@%W
F0 NG (5 € SGHEI GRS
e s R W e R
TEWE 2008 HIE e W,
e wie fefars, selene
‘200 2 FTENT e =W
ISigHEe B ANE (TeEl e Al

Eﬁi‘f‘s‘ﬂ‘!ﬁf!}ﬁ?ﬂm

T,  Rw0¥B HITE

3033 WA A eitew
TFE AMm A, 47 e
A WS T TS G |
ZHR A ST (AT RHIE w

T a4 g WA, | s

Elb %3 e dEig Fend

i

i

"BEIN 2033 W TS GFE
RICq RIS S
Al 9SS T qEA?

o gzefoars Tmaaes avred A TefFuE Fwes
Frfbres T=am @ SEaE T b s g6 G
wifires gy 7 %42 Tiare W0 ©AWE 990 AW, T4 HE LA
FRRIIE1 ST ATE SRS (T ST w1t 1 | St
FAYFIT Geiltel @R HEvAIS Bor | uiee Jaw
e fieg =111 i =1 o0 arerer smeme | w= it FEamE
AR G0 Faame @ 2feym sfands wiivera wreva rem
SIS, CABIG BT G|

25 IIER U9 (LS S W, wR @ Ffendibg
SFFTIEFSIE 12 SR 15 91 ZIRe | SR PR
SIS Fgore Tere, (A €61 WLbLE, (UL (A
wfafedorerTs (qaTs HwfE S|

TEFEAEl ¢ efevm e Sfmea Tamdes Sy e
I 5T, 1S TEEE OF0E FEIb BeHad G SR EE

- rETECsIS BE SENE 50 | SEsE FEAE s wfEm

mamﬁwﬁmmﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁwum

el @ Siee g2 wEE Wi (gere’ FarE i 9

St st e 71 i e s ek FE)
6% 72 Sfais oS & TI6 AFEE SR Al

Pt | @ g sEdEE cfEm @ -aieh, @

| afeface, wiieme FaPeeRE TAEy W 26T OEl S

| o e via Tileena el ffFores e st

wifw farafersm | gasias sruAmiEe Fasergss @i |
T TR AU S Wi | (57 (i o es |
VB JE W SR AT 2

(PG 999, (0% e A
29 SE] o

8

BTl : CHIAATT X8 T 8%
Dhaka : Sunday 7 May 2023

e, W T s fefers
et erem zpet, A9 AW
B3 (e S R B T
Srgieae 9 2090 | ¢oo ATE
e e - FETm
ST AT T0ITE | Y F1E
gty afieme A« fomt
T BB I (EEAT SR A
M| @ ETAT FEET SR
U (g T (e |

TELER G A, Q9FER
36 =zag e vaf =

waqEd GO[d 9% AACE |

wits e STatel = A
wiZ | @9 0T G cnf-‘wa

w5e | et S TG ST |
SR QI e, e @
*TA 83 B MATE GFE @2 T
wzlfl M se oW 9w
e | wEE AReE WE
B E e o A [ e B T R
WA BiB1R Sl Aard W
LS ANE 9 A | arE
TeAME TG | wmEE efE

_ TSI T AT |

W ST WA BIFAAT
a@ifys FAEs! EE, T
fremsigre  SoEmT wwe!

- ST T qug frmmiamiE

T | & TR SEAT PE
dfs covw AgrE A wR
wUE W oorEe efiemE
(FES T[T, T OTE GESE
TR AT AT A |
LT BIRLAT CTAWE GRSt
s el sEReEE
(fews) on, Tags Ioow
e, WA fefare wEW s
S @ wREA fo e
oHtE | SiE WY AHAEE
BT AW O TAE | T
YT @G FEAH WA
g fofas Fee A1 | 94
wiCAs e A R 1 AR
I %S A T |

mwmﬁ‘aﬁﬁm 203} A AHEE
FONY T T TR WG 9 ¢ T 1 T |
205 HAIE (A0F SO F9518 < Toa foah Fa sy
w51 weh; fafba ceraz Fesrerm wraras ©hfs @)

w2 A Tedese as 2w TfEre FneEE
Wifers AW biE (@02 (e cFmipiiEsl (Aamty, afRm
Ty o2 i rcaees | s afiers @ s fem
=1, Fa1E fgetel wialine | iy 23 FEdRE F5 F900 9=
H1WE (@6 @G Nl (STEA, (BS (HS 99 ¥ |

FERCISTER (FEReTs 9T N FUATE Z0CR, €0 3%
w41 g e wive wfierm e b
TroAfivs AITS 2T A AN WIS TG WS QAR 0o
A FAAFISTAILS T 77 geoe wos | Fafte waefs @
ARG FAERIEEE T (81 (IS 70T Siasie
FLALE | TG TS THES EamE T e

<=1 2ol swes Rt gibae 2 IReEE
MieHTEs Siee Joa vinedl wraf | e @ 911 Bl (e
PR F12 D11 o coranes, AfmE S19099 (Il AT 37
wefoaE o7 Feeae ¢ sfedm afimes FrumE fge e
TR AL fafien wae smawi 7% o9 fwate | @9
FFAET 75 71, T RENAIS Toerw Sra S 5
wraferem, Srve Roras Jramf e s 73 ofms we
T FIFAME TEoA! 11 906, 71 FFar e 7 waae A

&I A FA|

o s M SReRs e wes e

e SR T SR SR @ wfe, o wid g oge w=

g =1 |




TS ey

DHAKA MONDAY MAY 8, 2023

BAISHAKH 25, 1430 BS
The Beilly Star

~ Ensure workplace
safety, compensation
Demand steel mills workers
following N’ganj factory blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Demanding adequate compensation
and workplace safety, workers formed a
human chain in Narayanganj yesterday
following a blast at a steel mill in the area
on May 4,

At least seven workers were injured in
an explosion that took place at the mill in
Rupganj upazila when they were melting
iron. Six workers have died of injuries and
one is battling for life at a hospital.

The incident took place around
4:00pm at Rahima Industrial Complex
Ltd Steel Mill in Gausia Saughat area.

Yesterday, the workers’ leaders
demanded arrest of the factory owner,
stating that the casualty occurred due to
negligence in strengthening the security
system at the factory.

The human chain was formed under
the banner of Rerolling Steel Mills
Workers Front in front of Narayanganj
Press Club. The speakers said the steel
mill workers work with high risk but they
don’t get minimum safety equipment.

Jamal Hossain, president of the
organisation, presided over the
programme. Its general secretary SM
Kadir was also present among others.

PHOTO: STAR

Demanding workplace safety and
adequate compensation, steel mill
workers form a human chain in front of
Narayanganj Press Club yesterday.

Meanwhile, four days have passed
since the explosion in the iron smelting
furnace of Rahima Industrial Complex
Limited, but no case has been filed yet. -

“Golam Mostofa Russel, superintendent
of police in Narayanganj, said victims
usually filed such cases.

“We are in constant contact with the
victim families. The owner has assured
them of paying compensation. That’s
why, they don’t want to file case. In such a
situation, police can file a case. Since it is
an accident, it is necessary (o investigate
first.. Government i ion officials
concerned are also looking into it,” he said.
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_ wage
board begins
operations

Staff Correspondent

THE newly formed mini-
mum wage board for the
readymade garment indus-
try is going to start review-
ing minimum wage of RMG
workers amid oppositions
from many labour organisa-

tions over appointment of
workers’ representative to
the board. -

The newly formed mini-
mum wage board for the
RMG sector workers would
hold its first meeting on May
24 amid demand for setting
monthly minimum pay at
Tk 23,000,

reviewed last in 2013 sel-
ting TK 8,000 as minimum
monthly pay for an entry
level worker.

The government on
April 9 formed the mini-
mum wage board to review
the wages of the readymade
garment workers through
appointment of owners’'
and workers' representa-
tives of the RMG seclm‘ to
the'board.

Labour ministry in a cir-
cular announced that former
Bangladesh Garment Man-
ufacturers and
Association president Md
Sidiqur Rahman and Bang-
ladesh National Garment
Workers Employees League
president Sirajul Islam Rony
have been appointed as
owners’ and workers' repre-
sentatives respectively to the

board.

wage :
Most of the trade un-

ion federations working in
Bangladesh's  readymade

. garment sector in several

events opposed the appoint-
ment of workers” representa-
tlvetothewageboa:dclmm
ing that the government
ignored real representatives
of the sector due to political

reasom.
According to section 138

(5) of Bangladesh Labour
Act, 2006, the member rep-
resenting the workers shall
be appointed after consider-

-ing nominations, if any, of

such organisations that the

government considers to be
representative organisations
of such workers. :

Provided that, if no nomi-
nation is received from the
representatives of the work-
ers in spite of more than one
effort, the government may,
in its own opinion, appoint
such person whom it con-
siders fit to be a representa-
tive of workers, the act said.

A platform of 18 trade un-
ion federations in RMG sec-
tor submitted a proposal to
the government with a name
for the workers’ representa-
tive to the wage board. At
the same time, some other
organisation. also proposed
‘a name for the appointment
of workers' representative
to the board,’ Salahuddin
Shapon, former secretary
general * of InsudtriALL
Bangladesh Council, told
New Age on Tuesday.

But the government ig-
nored all the proposals and

.appointed a representative

to the board based on politi-
cal identity, he alleged.

Shapon, however, said
that they were conducting
movement demanding Tk
23,000 as minimum month-
ly wage for the RMG work-
ers.
one of the leaders of Sramik
Karmachary Oikya Parishad,
said that they made a pro-
posal of raising minimum
wage to TK 23,000 with 60
per cent hike of the basic
payforenuylevelgament
workers.

" In recent months, most of

mum wage for RMG work-

ers.
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Climate

change

raising heat

risks for
workers: experts’

Ageuoeftame-ﬁuse Doha

RISING gluhal temperatures
are increasing the risk of

disabled from laboum:g in
extreme heat, an interna-
tional conference has been
told.

- The conference, held in
Qatar as spring tempera-
tures raced towards 40 de-
grees Celsius, heard that
tens of thousands of workers
around the world have died
from chronic kidney disease
and. other illnesses linked
with extreme heat over re-
cent decades,

‘Science tells us that all
countries can do more,’ the
International Labour . Or-
ganisation's regional chief
for Arab countries, Ruba Ja-
radat, told the Occupational
Heat Siress conference,
which focused on climate
change and how rising tem-
peratures threaten workers’
health.

Last year's Wurld Cup
in Qatar drew aliention to
workers toiling in tempera-
tures that can top 50 degrees
Celsius during the summer
peak in countries across the
Gulf, :

Since 2021, Qatar has
banned outdoor . work-
ing between 10:00am and
3.30pm from June 1 to Sep-
tember 15.

Y

Its reforms have been

~ praised by the UN labour

agency, though some experts
say more can be done.

There is no international
standard for temperatures
for outdoor working, but cli-
mate change has forced new
scrutiny.

The US administration
promised new rules in 2021
after a deadly heat-wave and
the White House said that
‘heat is the nation’s' lead-
ing weather-related killer’.
Nothing has been produced

vet, however.
Europe has also seen
devastating  heat-waves,

But apart from Qatar, Cy-

prus is one of the rare
- countries to have restricted

working hours, ordering
extra breaks and heat pro-
tective clothing when tem-
peratures rise above 35 de-
grees Celsius.

Extreme heat and sun
radiation unleash heat-
stroke, kidney, heart and
lung diseases and raise
cancer rates, according to
researchers. :

Justin Glaser, head of La
Isla Network, an occupa-

‘tional health group, said
.more than 20,000 sugar

workers. in Gentral America
had died in a single decade
from chronic kidney dis-
ease. He pointed to about
25,000 deaths from kidney

| S
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Migration on fake pr ‘promises
‘contmues to affect workers

NUMEROUS Bangladesh
is are living horrible lives
ceive the promised jobs and
Wagesmgmhmmqn‘tssmd.

Razzak was a ma-

earning monthly Tk 30,000
before he migrated to Saudi
Arabia for a wage of half his
salary as he was offered to
serve Masjid al-Haram, the
grand mosque of Mecca.

dith degree holder, which
1is wecognised as equivalent
to a master’s degree, was ap-
pomted as a road sweeper
in Dammam mstaad of the
‘promised job.

* T have to work continu-
ously for nine hours from
3:00am to 12:00pm,’ Razzak
said over the phone from
Damman, as he appealed to
the government to take him
back home immediately.

was not bad in Dhaka as he

Adarsha Madrasha, but his
neighbour Yasin Arafat, an
agent of a recruiting agency,
lured him to migrate to KSA
to serve the holy place.
Razzak said that recruit-
ing agency Al-Monir Enter-
prise Ltd (RL No 1742) pro-
cessed lus papers as Arafat

aging director, . Sheikh Mohd
Monir Hossain.

After a complaint from
his family, the Bureau of
‘Manpower, -~ Employment,
and Training found that his

No 2088).
Sheikh Mohd

placed by NAC Internation
_ al, buthe was finally recruit-
ed through Dhanshiri. -

i with BMET on May 3, seek

ing the repatriation of her
son, compensation, and j jus- |

- tice for the fraud.

dmssah teacher in Dhaka i

Razzak, a Dawra-e-Ha-,

Razaak said that his life

was a teacher at Darul Quran -

migration was processed by |
Dhanshiri Overseas Ltd (RL |

Monir |
Hossain said that Razzak's |
recruitment demand was

Razzak's mother, Hazera
Begum, filed a complaint

Razzak was not the lone
Bangladeshi migrant duped
by recruiters’ with ~false

Abul
Kashem was promised a job
in a paper mill for a'monthly
of Tk 40,000 whe
he migrated to Malaysia in
20148, but he was later em-
ployed in a tree plantation
with a wage of Tk 25,000.

Kashem returned home
after six months and is now
doing a fish business in Mir-
pur-2, Dhaka,

Sohel Rana, who lives i in
the United Arab Emirates,
said that the sub-agent as-
_sured him of a salesman’s
job at a super shop, but he

ended up as a sweeper in the

Middle Eastern country.

‘I had no choice but to go
back at my own expense or
endure the pain of working
as a sweeper. | chose the sec-
ond option, thinking of my
family. My life is now inhu-
mane here, he said.

workers similarly cheated
_ by recruiters.

Tt is now an open secret.
But there was no study as the
victims rarely complained,
said Syed Saiful- Haque, the
chairman of WARBE Develop-
ment Foundation, a non-profit
working unl:mgrationiss_ggs

He said that very often
Inigrants are not given a
money receipt. against the
payment of migration costs
or any written ~document

The victims said they

found many Bangladeshi co- — " The company Cannot

_ensure all mjgraucrn -relafed

activities are ducumanted at
the start of the process, he
said.

* Shariful - Hasan, head
of BRAC's mlgmtlon pro—

to Saudi Arabia at Tk 1.65
lakh. However, Yasin Arafat
admitted that he charged
Razzak Tk 5.5 lakh, promis-
ing a job in Haram Sharif.

gnrahlmthe]uhthsremmf.

“what I cando,’ said Arafat.

- BMET director Mizanur
Rahmansaidthat deceiving

»&mlgmnt with a false prom- ..

ke is punishable.

+ Anyone feeling aggrieved
‘can always complain to
’EM'ET for a remedy, he said.
- BMET data showed that
batween 2020 and 2022, a

total of 2,713 ndigrants or

-.]:heir families filed com-

ost complaints, how-
“ever, are about abuse, sexual
gcploitaﬁm, or torture.

- Migration rights activists

‘maximum migration cost
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Economic value of industrialisation

* DMITTEDLY, an industrial economy is
vital for creating a large number of better-
paying jobs. The success of the industrial

economy is the underlying factor of the rise of
major economies like Japan, Germany, the UK,
and the USA. Hence, other nations have been
after it. No wonder, Bangladesh has been devel-
oping 39 high-tech and software technology parks
and numerous special economic zones. But how
does industrialisation create economic value and
better-paying jobs? What is the purpose of devel-
oping an industrial economy? Does the purpose
vary across the nations? Furthermore, do all pur-
poses equally pay off for every nation?

An industrial economy creates economic value
by extracting and transforming natural resources
so that those can play an improved role in helping
customers to get their jobs done better. For exam-
ple, silicon-bearing sand has a limited utility role
mrtsmwfonn Bmtransfmmmg it mT.O sﬂmon

orof 1, "or more. To shed lxghl on
pu-unent questions, let's look into how industriali-
sation creates economic value. There have been
three broad windows of creating economic value
through industrial development.

Creating market for natural resources and
labor: Right after independence in 1947, India
pursued an industrial economy to transfer low-
cost labour and locally available natural resources
nto economic value. Hence, India pursued an
import substitution strategy. The focus was to
make copies of imported products by operating
imported capital machinery. Like India, many
less developed countries such as Bangladesh have
followed this strategy. But as the purpose of the
industrial economy in transferring labour and nat-
ural resources into economic value does not focus
on advancing the products, underlying technolo-
gies, and production processes, such a purpose of
benefiting from the particular type of economy
has been failing to create a sustainable wealth cre-
ation base. Thus, like India and Bangladesh,
many other countries could not develop a robust
industrial economy by focusing on labour and
natural resources.

In the context of import substitution strategy's
failure to create a labour market, the opportunity
of offering labour to multinational companies by
‘manufacturing their products arrived in the latter
part of the 20th century. This opportunity gave
birth to export-oriented manufacturing for devel-
oping the industrial economy. But the purpose
remained the same -— creating a market for
labour. Despite initial success in creating jobs for

\
|

It is time for the less developed countries to leverage
the industrial economy on way to scaling up higher
development parameters, writes M. Rokonuzzaman

the unemployed low-skilled workforce, such a
model is neither sustainable nor scalable — let
alone creating high-paying jobs. On the one hand,
technology has been progressing in reducing the
role of labour in manufacturing. Due to better
infrastructure and higher incentives in other
countries, low-cost labour still enjoys demand
there encouraging migration but rendering source
countries’ economic progress transient.

Making a few people rich at the cost of mass
population: Duetozhegmwthofthe mponof
industrial produm, special interest groups in less
developed countries pursue import substitution.
But unfortunately, the low-cost labour advantage
is not good enough to profit from assembling
imported components. Hence, they seek tax differ-
entials, preferential loans and cash incentives. As
Iocal value addition in assembling most finished
products like mobile phone handsets is less than
5.0 per cent, such incentives are the only option
for profiting from import substitution. For exam-
ple, mobile handset assemblers in Bangladesh
enjoy more than 40 per cent tax differentials.

Thus the more than 90 per cent locally pro-
duced handsets is all about allowing the assem-
blers to profit from incentives instead of creating
economic value. Due to decreasing role of labour,
such purpose keeps increasing the incentive. As a
result, the goal of building an industrial economy
makes a few people rich at the cost of the mass
population. Such a purpose shows the initial suc-
cess of locally made tag but it fails to scale up
economic value creation capability. Most less
developed countries have this purpose.
Consequently, besides the failure to develop an
industrial economy in driving broad-based eco-
nomic growth, the approach has been increasing
the gap between the rich and the poor. This
explains the rise of billionaires in less developed
countries without the success of the development
of a globally competitive industrial base. Hence,
rising inequality (Gini index) in less developed
countries is of no surprise.

Creating market of knowledge and ideas:
Upon making initial advancement in economic
status, primarily through remittance income and
export-oriented labor-centric manufacturing, less
developed countries like Bangladesh, India have
envisioned to be high-income countries. But how

to attain that status is an important question.

Two popular prescriptions have been around. The
first is to increase investment in education and the
next is to incentivise high-tech firms. A common
argument is that there is a positive correlation
between higher education and R&D and econom-
ic growth in advanced economies. Besides, there
have been high-density high-tech firms in those
economies. But how to transfer the knowledge
and ideas created through education and R&D
investment into an economic value is mostly
absent in the discourse of developing industrial
economies in less developed countries. Thus stag-
gering growth in graduate production has become
a significant cause of unemployment.

The industrial economy's strength lies in trans-
ferring knowledge and ideas into economic value.
They have focused on improving products and
processes by continually producing knowledge
and ideas. Their purpose in developing an indus-
trial economy has been to create a market of
knowledge and ideas. Unfortunately, without hav-
ing adequate understanding and focus on this
vital issue, less developed countries have been
pursuing higher education, university ranking,
publications, and patents. Unless they address
this key issue, neither will they succeed in creat-
ing a sustainable, solid industrial base, nor will
they create high-paying jobs for their growing
number of graduates.

True, the industrial economy underpins eco-
nomic development. But the implication depends
on the purpose. The focus on creating a market
for low-cost labour and natural resources has a
limited scope for helping nations to prosper. Then
the industrial economy, out of import substitu-
tion, has been suffering from the erosion of value
addition. Unfortunately, in many less developed
countries, the purpose of the industrial economy
through incentive-driven replication has a natural
tendency to make a few people rich. How to
engage local graduates to produce knowledge and
ideas and transfer those into economic value
through the industrial economy is overlooked or
misunderstood. It is time for the less developed
countries to take a fresh look and leverage the
industrial economy on way to scaling up higher
development parameters.

zaman.rokon. bd(@gmail.com
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? 'Sohdantylstgﬂantidot; tothese
challenges. Workers can build power
o Fakdd A lustlce Bopa e
e dignity through solidarity. Solidarity
S OLIDARITY is not merely a =y means standing with workers in-other
concept, but a practice that neces- | '; e industries, in other countries, and
sitates trust, mutual support, and ””~h_ : across racial and gender lines. It means
among workers, In an era of es- i remgmmngthatwmims’m@esm
calating in equaliiy economic instabil- mm%mshmnm?ﬁmmaﬁd one sector. are connected to the
ity, and political polarisation, the fight  solidarity, workers achieved many gles of workers in others and that

for workers' rights and social justice is  of the gains that we take for granted thmughmﬂseﬁvaadmnmnm:hms
morecmmalthanevaxThECoﬂdpﬂn tﬂdaysuChﬂSthﬂelshthW“fﬂl‘kdﬁY achieve lasting change.
_t:n"fm:m;r;ﬂwaaeiam » and workplace At the same time, solidarity is not an
ety ations. These gains were _ ‘easy or automatic practice, It requires
,‘ . not handed down from above, but were a commitment to listening, learning,
low-wageand won through hard-fought strugglesand  and supporting each other. It requires
precarious jobs. Lives Matter sacrifices by workers and their allies. recognising the power dynamics within
muwmenthmalso&nwnatmﬁonm- However, solidarity is not justa his-  the labour movement and a willingness
the intersection of race and class in the torical artifact. It is still vital for workers o challenge those dynamics when they
mm]afmsmmlhwﬁman&undw today, who face new challenges and perpetuate inequality and exclusion. It
scored the importance of S thmtstothe:rnghtsanddignity Iﬂﬂlﬂ involves a recognition of the diversity
; i 8 of experiences and identities within the
labour movement and a commitment
to building inclusive, intersectional
acu\nmsgfxa:naddlmsthmm
. mi CONCErns workers walks
: Comdpandennch&sonlyaxauelbated of life,
2 : these challenges, with many essential In this sense, solidarity is not just a
wagas;andbeneﬁ Q,ﬁ workers risking their lives and health  “means to an end, but an end in itself, It .
hocagnﬂaonthatwarkﬂrs’mmats unﬂieﬁnnﬂmesofthecnsls is a vision of a world in which workers |
y T ST e b e e canstandiogelherandsupmrtaach e
other in their struggles for social justice

94, Fa ST BT (T4
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and dignity. Ttis a recognition Ofthe  ~ and worker empowerment.

power of collective action to effect One way that internationalism has  treatment. = ;
Ehﬂnﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁmmmtmb“ﬁm played a role in the labour move- : Therefore, to achieve true social
movements grounded in mutual sup- mmtisﬂnoughthewmhhshnmntbf justice, addmstmgﬂmrmtmof
port and respect. * - international labour organisations. oppression and towards a

Msy’ﬂayzalsohluwnasmtahaﬂm'— For example, thé International Labour more equitable society for all is essen-
al Workers' Day, has been celebrated Organisation was founded in 1919 as tial. This requires a broad-Hased move-
globally for over a century to honour a part of the Treaty of Versailles that ment that can mobilise diverse groups
the struggles and sacrifices of the la- ended World War L. The ILO has since of people to fight for change. One way
bour movement. However, the true es- promoted social justice and improved to address the issue is through the
sence of May Day lies in the collective wuhngmnd#kmwarldmda,sauing concept of ‘intersectionality.”
action of workers standing in solidarity j:ﬁm!ipml standards and Crenshaw, a black feminist scholar, -

stering namungwm'ksm coined the term ‘intersectionality’ to -

to demand their rights and improve

their working conditions. In recent 5 describe the idea that various forms
years, the celebration of May Day has mm@hufmmmm of oppression interact and produce
lost ts significance, reduced tomere ism in the labour movement is the- distinct experiences of

symbolic gestures and cultural events. gﬁ!ﬂl ht for a living wage. A living For example, a woman of colour may
The labour movement has been weak- idea that workers should be  experience discrimination differently

ened, and the power dynamic between - paidmxghtomrﬁmirbaswnaeds than a white woman or someone of col-
workers and employers has shifted in guch as food, shelter, and healthcare. our who is not a woman. Understand-

favour of the latter. It is time to reclaim This is not just-a national issue; it is mgimersactiamhtyismalbmmi!
May Day and transform it from a day of a global one. Workers worldwide are aﬂowsustomognmhuwdiﬁfermt
celebration to a day of action. sh'tm!hsbmkedsmeet,andthe forms of op are interconnected
Theﬁmtsteptawardsthatvimou fight for a living wage must be interna-  and to develop more effective strategies
might be acknowledging the systemic tional. 0 for addressing them. ]
issues that have eroded the labour Moreover, internationalism can It is essential to recognise that the

mmremsnt‘spower.'l‘her}seofnuﬂib- - also take the form of solidarity actions. fight for social justice is ongoing and
e o s mmﬁmsof guonm thi:lt llaboration. It is also
awtoﬂ:ehqwmmdmgwm or L e e It necessary
,d;.m m _ workers in other countries can show to reflect on the labour movement's
‘gig econor caric .Wiﬂ* solidarity by taking similar steps or achievements and renew our commit- _
; atherwise supporting them. This type manttnbmldnmunm;ustsodﬂy.ﬂy
inmahunnlmlidamycanhea working in solidarity and
pewe%ftoofmthelabmnmmmt, the intérsection of labour rights and
~ asit shows that workers dre not alone social justice, we can create a future
n  in their struggles and have the support where all people are valued and their
" of workers worldwide. E basic rights are respected.
However, internationalism in the In a nutshell, sdiderltymammept.
_T labour movement has its challenges. is a powerful tool for the labour move-
. Cultural and linguistic differences, for rﬁmt.lhsthmughtlmunﬂyofm
arg - example, can make building bridges that real change can be achieved. The *
opnising that our  between workers’ organisationsin . labour movement must embrace the
struggles are int d. It means different parts of the world difficult. power of solidarity and continue to
eg@g_!ngindﬁﬂ ion, whether Additionally, m multinational corpora- fight for workers’ rights. However, this -
strikes, protests, or boycotts, to demand ions often exploit these differences to fight must not be limited to the work-

must also recognise the intersection

- between labour rights and social jus-

tice. This recognition will help create

an inclusive and diverse movement,

b reflecting the needs of all workers, re-

: gard}msofﬂaeu@nder,m,ethnicay

mabmﬂl buﬂdﬁgaﬁmnmm i er  Orreligion.
© society Solidarity must workers' organisations, and promoting

extend beyand the labour movement awamnasofwmkars'shmadmwﬂs. mﬂmm&amm&ma{
and encompass issues of race, gender, andgoa]sworldmde By doing so, the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
sexuality, and environmental justice. bour movement can reclaim the spirit University, Kishoreganj.

Workers' struggles are intertwined with. ofintmnﬂuunahsmthathaslongbem
communities' struggles,  a part of May Day celebrations and
and we must work together to create a wurktowa:dsanmjmtanﬂeqlol;mble
better future. wmldfmaﬂwmmmm their
Onanotha'mteunmﬁomllm country of origin.
plays a crucial role in the labour move- Historically, labour movements have
ment, as workers’ struggles for justice focused primarily on improving work-
andd:gnltyamuﬁenmtmmned mgmdiﬁonsnudwupsfmmkm
with global economic systems. Ia—— ‘However, it is crucial to recognise that
today’s globalised world, multinational  Jabour rights.are not independent of
corporations have enormous POWET, broader societal issues. Workers’ strug-
andthat:mnshmfamachins gles are intertwined with other forms of
for workers worldwide.  jnjustice, and progress cannot be made
Assuch labour movements must without addressing them. For example,
v sedernd geil O
building bri faced systemic in
|:uga;ua‘ﬂ?g dgz:!ﬂdwideandwoﬂdns wuﬂcplacamahngltdiﬁm]tﬁxﬂ!ﬂm
pwardsacommnnmoa] of social justice. toamasseq\ml.oppmt{mitwsmdfm
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Safety compliance taken in the coun-
try's readymade garment (RMG) facto-
ries, as prescribed by Accord and
Alliance, has increased labour productiv-
ity while workers' efficiency is higher in
big compliant units, according to a latest
BIDS study. '

It, however, also revealed that impacts
of compliance on profit and market
access are not 'significant’.

"[Though] a positive effect of compli-
ance on real variables (labour productiv-
ity and profit) and market access was
expected, results suggest
an significant impact only |
on labour productivity," |
Bangladesh Institute of
Development  Studies
(BIDS) research fellow
Tahreen Tahrima Chowdhury said while
presenting the study findings.

She was speaking at the second ses-
sion of the two-day BIDS Research
Almanac 2023 started on Wednesday at
a city hotel.

Firms, which addressed a higher num-
ber of remediation measures, performed
better in terms of increased labour pro-
ductivity, she said, explaining that work-
ers of the compliant firms feel safer at
their factories compared to the workers
of the non-compliant firms.

The iant RMG firms might enjoy
benefits of productivity enhancement in
the future if they maintain the standard
level of compliance, she suggested.

Since the study was done soon after
implementation of compliance stan-
dards, it is unlikely to gauge the impact
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Safety comphance in
RMG firms increases
labour productivity

of safety compliance on firm perform-
ances, Ms Chowdhury said, suggesting
that a several rounds of survey over time
might help understand definitive impact
of compliance standards on firm per-
formances and profitability.

The study was conducted in 2019 to
explore whether Accord-Alliance compli-
ant RMG firms perform better compared
to non-compliant ones, whether compliant
ones with higher number of remediation
measures gain more, and what the percep-
tion of workers was about the safety com-
pliance during the period of 2014-2018.

A total of 322 firms located in Dhaka,
Gazipur, Narayanganj
- and Chattogram were sur-
veyed while some 179
firms participated in the
' compliance initiatives of
any of the three initia-

tives, namely Accord, Alliance and
National Initiative.

The rest 143 units were not inspected
by any of the three initiatives.

At the same session, findings of two
other reports - Tmpacts of the Russia-
Ukraine War price shocks on the
Bangladesh economy: a general equilib-
rium analysis', and ‘'Sustainable
Financing Strategies for the SMEs: Two
Alternative Models' - were shared.

Deen Islam, associate professor of the
Depariment of Economics at Dhaka
University, and Javed Hossain, assistant
professor of the Department of

—Economics at North South Umvcrs:ty,
were the discussants of the session, mod-
erated by Sajjad Zohir, executive director
of Economic Research Group.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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LTHOUGH all the atten-
tion is grabbed by ready-
de garments (RMG)

export, there is still a 15 per cent
segment of export that constitutes
items/products from other sectors.
These include leather and leather-
goods, jute and jute goods, agro-
products, chemicals pharmaceuti-
cals, engineering goods, frozen and
live fish, Now, they may constitute
only 15 per cent of the export bas-
ket, but still involve millions of peo-
ple who earn their living from these
areas of economic activity. There is
no way to ignore those since togeth-
er they fetch billions of dollars
eVeTy year.

If one looks at jute and products
made from it, the sector has posted
a 20.25 per cent negative growth
rate over the July 2022 -April 2023
period. Yes, there is a move away
from natural fibres to man-made
fibres, but is that the only reason?
How is it that neighbouring India
has invested heavily in jute and
made serious efforts at diversifying
the jute-based product portfolio.
Over two decades ago, India was
exporting all manner of jute prod-
ucts as home textile, jute-based geo-
textiles for securing embankments

Fmanclal Express
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There are ways to get over the problems that
non-RMG sectors are facing. Proper
recognition at the policy level of the
need to pay immediate attention
to these sectors can go a long way
to turn them around, opines
Syed Mansur Hashim

to Europe. The semi-automatic
nature of equipment to produce a
lot of these products was intro-
duced by local engineering compa-
nies to cater to a fledging domestic
industry to make varied products
destined for foreign shores. That
country's small entrepreneurs were
getting policy support from the
State to make a wide range of prod-
ucts and this support came in the
form of diversification of product
portfolio and actively seeking out
new export markets.®

Simply blaming external factors,
like the war in Europe, doesn't quite
explain why for over a decade a cen-
‘tral effluent plant (CETP) could not
be set up at the tannery estate in
Savar, the lack of which means

ihe
Financial Express
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Bangladeshi leather and leather
products do not get the mandatory
seal of approval from foreign coun-
tries that these were produced using
environmentally-compliant process-
es. Whose fault is that? How many
leather companies can afford to
make investment in individual ETPs,
and a more important question is,
why should they be asked to do so in
the first place? Especially when their
plants are in a specialised estate?
The country has taken giant steps
to make it possible to produce
enough food to feed a population of
170 million or so citizens. Today,
most people do not suffer from pro-
tein-deficiency (barring the ultra-
poor). A negative growth of nearly
29 per cent over the stated period

‘Wenesday | May 17, 2023

should set the alarm bell ringing all
over the corridors of power. Instead
of providing policy support, the
price of diesel has been spiked 50
per cent and that is directly correlat-
ed with the cost of production.
When farmers are unable to meet
their cost of production -and are
forced to sell at prices lower than
the cost of products, naturally agri-
culture will suffer Why are steps
not being taken to introduce solar-
based power pumps in the country?
Cutting back on grandiose infra-
structure at the time of recession
and diverting some of these funds
to provide as matching share (from
the government side) to secure for-
eign financial assistance to intro-
duce these pumps would be a step
in the right direction.

There are ways to get over the
problems that non-RMG sectors are
facing. Proper recognition at the
policy level of the need to pay
immediate attention to these sectors
can go a long way to turn them
around, At a time when the nation-
al exchequer is haemorrhaging due
to dollar crunch, every avenue
needs to be explored to increase
exports - from every sector.

mansur.thefinancialexpress@,

il.com

BGMEA, commerce ministry sign MoU
to train local fashion designers

The Ministry of Commerce of
the government of Bangladesh and
the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) have signed
a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to create a pool of skilled
fashion professionals and designers
who will work on developing high-
value fashionable garments using
homeégrown fabrics and materials,
reports UNB,

The training initiative is a part of
the High End Fashion Project
(Linking Bangladesh's Heritage
Material to the International Export
Market) under EIF Export
Diversification and Competitiveness
Development Project (TIER 2).

As per the understanding,

Bangladeshi textile professionals
including designers, pattern mark-
ers, merchandisers, weavers of
indigenous textile materials and
fashion and textile students will be
provided with training in the devel-
opment and designing of high-end
fashionable garments blending local
culture and heritage.

The training will be conducted
under the Centre of Innovation,
Efficiency and Occupational
Safety and Health (CIEOSH) of
BGMEA where a total of 160 pro-
fessionals will receive training on
Bangladesh's opportunity in glob-
al high end fashion space, collec-
tion development, sustainability
issues, etc.

The training sessions will be con-

e

ducted by renowned fashion design-
er Anadil Johnson, founder of
Chicago based fashion brand Neval.

Neela Hosna Ara, director,
BGMEA, and Mohammad Ileas
Mia, deputy secretary, and project
director, Export Diversification and
Diversification Project (Tier- 2),
WTO  wing, Ministry  of
Commerce, Bangladesh signed the
MoU on behalf of the respective
sides.

David Austin, regional portfolio
manager, United Nations Office for
Project Services, and Raphaelle
Nicole Danielle Quintard, portfolio
management officer, EIF Executive
Secretariat WTO, were also present
at MoU signing ceremony held at
BGMEA Complex in Uttara,

Dhaka on Tuesday.

The WTO Cell of the com-
merce ministry has been imple-
menting the project with a view to
transforming Bangladeshi her-
itage into high-end fashion prod-
ucts and create a market for them

internationally.

The project also aims to
explore the opportunity of
exporting garments linking rich
culture and  heritage of

Bangladesh with fashion.

It will also create an opportuni-
ty to present Bangladesh's own
culture and textile heritage inter-
nationally through fashionable
garments made from traditional
textiles and fabrics like Jamdani,
Khadi, Silk and Monipuri.
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Ensure gender equality

to achieve SDGs

Speakers at a webinar on Thursday
said that ensuring equality is a must to
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by 2030 since
Bangladesh is striving hard to achieve
the goals, reports BSS.

They said accountancy like all pro-
fessions, businesses and industries
needs to embrace, utilise and engage
women with all of their talents and
capabilities,

The speakers came up with the view
at a webinar on 'Gender issues in the
public accountancy profession: a glob-
al perspective’ organised by the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Bangladesh (ICAB).

Dr Nahid Rashid, secretary to the
government and former commercial
counsellor to Bangladesh Mission in
India, was persent as the chief guest.

Abdur Rahman Khan, president, the
Institute of Cost and Management
Accaunta.nts of Bangladesh (ICMAB),

Speakers tell

webinar

attended the event as special guest.

The speakeérs said women are
engaged in the practice of public
accounting, which mvolves providing
statutory audit, internal audit, taxa-
tion, forensic audit and consultancy
services to the general public and are
also working in the governmental sec-
tor either at local or national level.

Dr Javed Siddiqui, professor of
accounting, Alliance Manchester
Business School, The University of
Manchester, UK presented the
keynote paper.

Barrister Nihad Kabir, former presi-
dent, Metropolitan Chamber of

‘Commerce and Industry (MCCI), par-

ticipated as a panel discussant while

Parveen Mahmud, former president of
ICAB and chairperson, general body,
RDRS, Bangladesh conducted the ses-
sion as the session chairman.

ICAB CEO Shubhashish Bose gave
introductory speech while its Vice
President MBM Lutful Hadee deliv-
ered the closing remarks.

ICAB President Md Moniruzzaman
said that women are an integral part of
the population whose service to the GDP
is pertinent. Now-a-days many women
accountants are privately employed by
small and large business entities and not-
for-profit organizations, he added.

He mentioned that they work in
areas of product costing and pricing,
budgeting, and the examination of
investment alternatives or they serve
as internal auditors, who look at con-
trols and procedures in use by their
employer. They also serve as in-house
tax accountants, financial managers,
or numerous other occupations.
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SklllS gap

Major mdustnal sectors,
ncluding the largest export-
oriented apparel industry,
still face a higher prevalence
of skills gap among employ-
ges, harming their overall
business productivity, accord-
ing to research findings.

The findings were unveiled
at a technical session on
'Skills and labour market out-
comes' on the concluding day
of two-day BIDS Research
Almanac 2023 at a city hotel
on Thursday. A total of four
studies were presented at the

session. Ke=5ai

A study, titled 'Labour
market and skills gap analysis
for readymade garment
industry in Bangladesh', con-
ducted by Bangladesh

Institute of Development

Studies (BIDS), finds that the

knit industry continues to

“face skills gap in their
employees as nearly 68.79
per cent of firms admitted
that they suffered from skills
gap m the flatlock machine
operator category.

About 47.83 per cent of
firms in the woven industry

said they have such a gap in

the manger category.

Helpers, most of the
sewing machine operators,
quality inspectors, and some
of the finishing operators in
the knit industry reported a
higher skills gap, says the
study conducted between
2021 ancl 2022.

On the other hand, man-
agement employees, quality
controllers and some of the
finishing operators in the
woven industry have more
shares among the prevailing
total share of skills gap in

\ob*

RMG among sectors facing higher prevalence of

employees, it shows.

researchers who presented
the study, said about 6.5 per
cent of the woven industry
and nearly 2.99 per cent of
the knit industry reported
that they think employing
foreign skilled workers could
be a way out for them to mit-
igate the level of existing
skills gap.

A total of 476 workers
were interviewed from 119
enterprises in the study
where employers determined
the skills gap of their employ-
ees based on their proficiency
level.

In terms of knit industry,
the skills gap faced by enter-
prises is as follows: flatlock
machine operator (68.79 per
cent), other SMOs including
helpers in the sewing
machine operator category
(68.04 per cent firms), print-
ing machine operator (66.67
per cent firms), quality
inspector (65.54 per cent
firms) and  lockstitch
machine operator (62.26 per
cent firms).

In the categories of woven
mdustry the skills gap faced
| by enterprises is as follows:

managers (47.83 per cent
firms), management employ-
ees (46.55 per cent firms),
sticker man (46.15 per cent
firms), and marker man
(45.59 per cent).

Another study paper -
'Skill mismatch and labour
productivity: evidence from
two emerging sectors of

' - was presented
by Kazi Igbal, senior
research fellow and one of
the key researchers.

The study was conducted
among 123 light engineering
firms and 100 electronics

firms.

About three-fourths of the
workers in light engineering
and electronics sectors found
a mismatch with their educa-
tion and field of work, it
reveals.

Over 60 per cent of work-
ers in the field lack adequate
education and knowledge
about the industry, the study
said, [

The incidence of under-
education is the highest
among the floor workers, it
said, adding that under-edu- .
cation affects output per t
worker more severely. =

sajiburi@gmail.com
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80pc RMG

workers feel need
for training:
survey -

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Over 80 per cent of manpower of garment factories
ﬁlﬂangladeshﬂ}inkﬂmyneedmmmmmmfue
challenges of the 4th industrial revoiu according

nmluding??ofkmtand 47 of woven oy
lomdonsmnhakammcmmgrmdwm S

; lsiamsaldmey conducted their survey focusing the

siulkgap,mismatchandshortag

the garment sector has the minimum

o shortage of manpower among other sectors, it still lacked
SlﬂIIEdmaupOWErnombl}'mmanage{mposts she said.

on product diversification and o
- - —————— - moveto upper value chaifs of —
(W garment products, she said.
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WORKERS IN INFORMAL SECTORS |

Workplace
safety still
eludes them

Speakers tell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Despite improvements in workplace safety status
in the RMG sector following the Rana Plaza
tragedy in 2013, workers in many informal sectors
still work in a risky and unhealthy environment,
speakers at an everntsaid ye yeste

A collaborative approach is needed to address
this issue, they said at the “Future Generation
Summit on Occupational Safety and Health for |
All” at Krishibid Institution Auditorium in the

capital.

Overseas (VSO) organised |
the summit in association with I[nternational |
Labour Organization, Canada and Netherlands,
according to a press release. i

“There are numerous laws guaranteeing a
safe work environment for workers...the proper
implementation of these laws, however, still
has not been achieved,” Sheikh Merina Sultana,
chairman of Bangladesh Labour Court, said while
addressing the event.

11

There are numerous laws
guaranteeing a safe work
environment for workers...
the proper implementation
of these laws, however, still
has not been achieved.
SHEIKH MERINA SULTANA

Chairperson, Bangladesh Labour Court

The laws are not implemented since both
workers and owners lack proper knowledge on the

_ Speaking as “chief guest, Md Azharul Islam
Khan director general of the Department of
Youth Development, highlighted the importance
of workplace safety for sustainable development.

“We no longer want any accident from which
we can get lessons, We have to ensure workplace
safety through raising awareness,” he said.

Niran Ramzuthan, programme manager of ILO
Bangladesh, said workers - aged 15 to 22 years

vet,” he said. '
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— are the main victims
of a risky and unhealthy
environment at the
ce,
'this'tme!hatthaehas
been progress in the overall
work environment following
the Rana Plaza accident. The
task is still pending in the
case of non-formal sectors.

T AT 2ifeua R TaE w e Wi v fef T, ﬁaﬁmf‘“_ — Because the right of every
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| worker to return home safely
|afterwmkhasm[bemmet

Prof Golam Rahman,
Editor of Ajker Patrika;
Nasir Uddin  Ahmed,

general of
the Department of
Inspection for Factories
and Establishments; and
Shahidullah Nazim, vice
president of BGMEA spoke |
at the event, presided over_:
by Khabirul Haque Kamal,
country director of VSO
Bangladesh.
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at RMG wage
board’s first
meeting

STAR BUSINESS REPORT _
The first meeting of the newly formed wage board

apparel workers.

in Dhaka, the first meeting was spent discussing
" “We discussed the overall situation of the

for workers,” Liaquet Ali Molla, chairman of the
inimum Wages Board, told journalists after the

meeting. -

Both sides, meaning owners and workers,
will propose a salary structure for the garment
industry during the next meeting,

However, a date for the next meeting has not
been fixed vet, he said.

Sirajul Islam Rony, the workers’ representative
on the board, said he will analyse the current and
previous data on wages, cost of living for workers
and the present situation of the garment industry
before preparing a proposal.

Md Siddiqur Rahman, the owners’
representative, said they mainly discussed three
issuesat_ﬂ:eﬁ:stmeeting,namlytheglobal
economic situation, overall apparel sector and
living standard of garment workers.

Rahman then said he too will propose new
salaries at the next meeting and that announcing
the final wage structure on time is possible.

The board has seven months to announce the
new wage structure, he added.

The government had formed the new wage
board for garment workers last month as they have
bempaﬂngﬂlmughadiﬁkulltimeduetohigh
inflationary pressure.

With the announcement of the new wage board,
union leaders in the garment sector demanded Tk
23,000 as the minimum wage for workers.

Union leaders proposed theamount considering
the needs of a four-member family alongside other
major factors such as the inflationary pressure
and overall cost of living, including house rent,
medical allowance and transport cosL.

The current minimum wage of a garment
workers is Tk 8,000 per month. Union leaders
also said international retailers and brands should
contribute a fair share for the wage upgradation
of workers.
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Bangladesh leaps
to top position
in RMG export
to EU in volume

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Bangladesh secured the top position in garment
shipments to the European Union during the January-
March period, overtaking China in terms of quantity, as
retailers in the trade bloc have started diversifying their
sources (o reduce overdependence.

Exports to the EU from Bangladesh declined 3.67 per
cent, or 11.84 million kilogrammes (kgs), to roughly 310
million kgs in the first three months of 2023, according
to the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).

In terms of value, the country

- retained the second position in
garment shipments to the bloc, asper .

~ data from Eurostat

In terms of value, the country retained the second
position in garment shipments to the bloc, as per data
from Eurostat.

Despite the fall, the EU'simports from Bangladesh grew
3.9 per cent to $5.6 billion, driven by a rise in unit prices
owing to the higher cost of raw materials, transportation
and other inputs. ‘

Unit prices increased 7.86 per cent on average in
January-March, the BGMEA said.

On the other hand, China’s exports to the EU declined
2246 per cent year-on-year, or 65 million kgs, to 224.54
million kgs in the quarter.

Similarly, the EU’s imports from China, the second-
largest source for apparel, declined 17.80 per cent in
terms of value to $5.7 billion from $6.99 billion.

With a 24.07 per cent share of the EU’s total garment

© BIEl : WHEEE 3 UETE d8%o

imports in terms of value,
second-largest apparel

source for the trade bloc

after China (24.55 per cent)

in January-March.

But il  considered
in terms of quantity,
Bangladesh became the
‘number one" apparel
sourcing destination for
the EU during the three-
month period, said BGMEA
President Faruque Hassan.

The EU's global apparel
imports fell 4.94 per cent

. year-on-year, or about
$122 billion, during the
period. Clothing imports
witnessed a steep fall of
12.64 per cent, or 136.88

i million kgs.

. Among the EUs top

Tten

apparel-sourcing —

Bangladesh remained the
countries, Bangladesh,
India, and Vietnam sowed
a positive growth while
shipments f[rom other
countries such as Turkey,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
Moraeco declined.

Data from the Eurostat
showed, the EU’'s imporis
from Turkey, the wrade
bloc’s third-largest apparel
import source, dropped by
12.79 per cent.

The EU's imports
from India and Vietnam
increased 5.75 per cent and
3.73 per cent respectively in
terms of value. But volume-
wise, the imports from ail
the top countries showed
a negative growth in the
January-March period.
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ogura’s foundry industry
almost future-proot

MOSTAFA SHJ\BUJ Bogura

The agncull:ure -based foundry and light
engineering industry of Bogura is all set to
face any challenge that may arise amid the
fourth industrial revolution, according to
market players.

Thedistrict's foundryand light engineering
units, which help meet 70 per cent of the
counLry"s demand for agricultural machinery
and spare parts, had long been missing
modern technology.

Now though, manufacturers have
installed the latest equipment to ensure that
their products can compete with foreign
alternatives.

There are 10 foundries, 800 manufacturing
facilities and 745 workshops that produce
agricultural machinery inside an estate of
the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation in Bogura.

Meanwhile, there are another 60 foundries
and 1,000 light engineering units in other
places of the district, said Razedur Rahman
Raju, secretary of the Bangladesh Agricultural
Machinery Merchant Association’s Bogura
unit,

According to data from the Bogura
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
district's light engineering and foundry
industry has been exporting finished
products worth around Tk 300 annually for
the last five years.

Abdul Malek Akanda, owner of Al-Madina
Metal Works and president of the Foundry
Owners' Association of Bangladesh, said he
installed modern induction furnaces and
computerised numerical control machines at
his unit for Tk 6 crore during this period.

“We installed the new equipment to
produce quality products and thereby retain

Factory owners say

our markets. Or else, we are going (o lose our
business to Chinese products,” he added.

Malek went on to say that three
foundries in Bogura received certification
from the International Organization for
Standardization about a month ago.

Rezaul Karim, owner of Reza Engineering
and Metals, said they would previously
produce just 70 types of agricultural
machinery, including centrifugal pumps and
threshers.

Now manulfacturers are
installing the latest equipment
to ensure that their products

: can compete with foreign
- alternatives

“But now we can produce around 200 types
of products to compete with Chinese and
Japanese agricultural machinery makers,” he
added.

Karim went on to say they plan to start
manufacturing small vehicles such as mini
trucks within a year.

“We lacked training and technological
support but a foreign NGO, called the
International Maize and Wheat Improvement
Center [CIMMYT], has been inspiring us to
modernise our equipment since last year,” he
said.

Asked how workers will be able to adapt to
the new technology, Karim said more support
is required in this regard as they are given
just 15 days (raining after the equipment is
purc !

He then informed that the CIMMYT has
already arranged a three month training

programine to this end in Dhaka with help
of the Bangladesh Industrial Technical
Assistance Center.

PVL Bharathi, lead training coordinator
of the CIMMYT, said the Cereal Systems
Initiative for South Asia - Mechanization and
Extension Activity (CSISA-MEA] being funded
by USAID is facilitating the development of
agriculture-based light engineering small-
and-medium enterprises.

The initative aims to provide the
necessary skills to manufacture quality and
competitively priced agricultural machinery
and spare parts.

“It also recognises that the scope for
women to be engaged in the sector has not
been explored thoroughly,” Bharathi added.

The CIMMYT lead training coordinator
then said the owners of various enterpiises
were interviewed under the initiative in
order to identify the potential of women
as skilled or semi-skilled workers in their
industries,

“Some 228 women workers in Bogura were
trained to improve their career prospects in
the past two vears, taking the total number to
undergo such programmes up to 840 so far,”
Bharathi added.

AKM  Mahfuzur Rahman, acting
superintendent of the Bogura BSCIC
industrial area, said the CIMMYT is providing
training to upskill foundry and light
engineering workers in the district.

The agriculture-based foundry and light
engineering indusiry of Bogura began its
journey in the 1960s and now produces more
than 3,000 types of products worth of Tk 500
crore each year.

The industry employs around 15,000
people, of which 25 per cent are women,
according to factory owners.
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2 Bangladesh retains

second position in RMG
export to EU

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Bangladesh retained second position in
apparel shipments to the European Union
(EU) in the first two months of the current
year with a 22.75 per cent share of the trade
bloc’s overall garment imports, according to
data from EUROSTAT.

- China remained the top supplier at the
time, providing 26.27 per cent of the EU's
total apparel imports.

However, the EU’s overall apparel imports
for January and February declined by $322
million, or 2.03 per cent, compared to the
corresponding period of 2022,

In terms of quantity, the EU's clothing
imports fell sharply by 10.09 per cent year-
on-vear, or 70 million kilogrammes (kgs), in
the January-February period.

Apparel imports from China fell 1311
per cent year-on-vear to $4.08 billion at the
time with shipments from the top sourcing
destination having shrivelled by 1642 per
cent, or 32 million kgs.

In contrast, the EL's apparel imports from
Bangladesh increased by 5.47 per cent year-
on-year, or $183 million, during the January-
February period.

However, the quantity of shipments
declined by 3.02 per cent, or 6 million kgs, at
the same time.

Among the top 10 apparel sourcing
countries for the EU, Bangladesh, India,
Vietnam and Pakistan showed positive
growth while Turkey and some other nations
saw decline.

The EUs imports from Turkey, its third
largest apparel source, fell by 11 per cent year-

= iy

on-year during the January-February period,
when the country shipped $1.82 billion worth
of clothing items.

The global economy and trade scenario
are showing signs of depression, which is
clearly affecting the European market as
evinced by the data, according to Faruque

Hassan, president of the Bangladesh Garment

Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA).

China remained the

. top supplier at the time,
providing 26.27 per cent of
the EU’s total apparel imports

Although Bangladesh has been performing
relatively better than its major competitors,
the growth seen in the first two months of
2023 was largely due to inflated raw material
prices and subsequent hikesin the production
COSL.

So, the value of goods exported went up
while the overall volume fell, Hassan said in
an email to BGMEA members.

“However, we need to cautiously monitor
the trend in major markets, focus on
alternative strategies, such as reducing
dependence on single markets or products,
and ensure balanced investment plans for
backward and forward linkages,” he added.

Hassan went on to say that the sale of
garmernt items has slowed a bit in western
markets due to high inflation stemming from
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war that began

on February 24 last vear.

It is due to the war that most global
apparel retailers and brands are witnessing
a significant build-up of inventory at their
stores.

“So, they have lowered their work orders for
new clothing,” he said.

Local exporters had been covering the
lower demand for garment items by supplying
high-end, value-added clothing to secure
better prices for the past few months.

However, this is not possible anymore as
the demand lor such apparel is falling steeply
because of the high bank interest rates and
inflation resulting from the war, Hassan
added.

The unit price of garment items made in
Bangladesh increased by 8.75 per cent year-
on-year in the January-February period,
EUROSTAT data shows.

As such, clothing from the country sold for
$18.26 per kg in the EU during the first two
months of the year, up from $16.79 per kg in
2022.

The average price of imported garment
items in the EU increased by 8.97 per cent to
$24.88 per kg in January February compared
to $22.83 per kg in the corresponding period
the vear before.

China saw the lowest price hike for its
clothes in the EU with a 3.97 percent increase
while Indonesia witnessed the highest with
22.97 per cent.

Meanwhile, the price of apparel from
Turkey saw growth of 13.95 per cent while
Vietnam registered 13.01 percent, Cambodia
12.05 per cent, India 9.16 per cent and
Morocco 7.78 per cent.




Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESH'S ~ export
earnings in April 2023 reg-
istered a mnegative growth
for the second consecutive
month due to declining de-
mand for apparel products
on the global market amid

down.

The coumry’s export
earnings in April declined
by 16.52 per cent to $3.95
billion year-on-year com-
pared with those of $4.74
billion in the same month
of 2022, according to the Ex-
port promotion Bureau data
released on Wednesday.

Ba.ngladash s export earn-
ings in March 2023 wit-
nessed a 2.49-per cent nega-
tive growth. \

Experts and exporters
said that Bangladesh's ex-

negative growth due to de-
clining demand for ready-
made garments on the global
market.

Western economy is fac-
ing turmoil -due to the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war and con-
sumers are spending more
for buying foods, medicines
and other daily essentials,
they said.

Exporters said that de-
creased shipment in April
was also another reason for
negative growth as the pro-
duction remained suspend
for seven-eight days in the
month due to Eid-ul-Fitr
holidays.

‘The impact of global
economic slowdown was re-
flected in the export data of

that the western countries
would ‘be able to control
inflation but unfortunately,
they failed to do it and the
demand for apparel de-
‘clined,” Research and Policy
Integration for Development
chairman Mohammad Ab-
dur Razzague told New Age
on Wednesday.

He said thal the economy

the ongoing economic slow- |

port earnings registered,

Bangladesh. It was expected .

ort eammgs decrease
for second month

A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a garment factory on-the outskirts of Dhaka.
Bangladesh's export earnings in April 2023 registered a negative growth for the second
consecutive month due to declining demsnd for apparel products on the global market amid the

ongoing economic slowdown.
‘of European Union and the -
United States were strug-
gling with high inflation and
most probably- the weslern
countries would continue
with an aggressive monetary
policy and demand for ap-
parel might decrease more
on the markets,

The EPB data showed
that  Bangladesh’s
earnings in July-April of the

- current financial year 2022-

23, however, increased by
5.38 per cent to $45.67 bil-
lion compared with those of
$43.34 billion in the same
period of FY22.

Export earnings from
readymade garment in the
10 months of FY23 fetched
$38.57 billion, which is 9.00
per cent higher than the earn-
ings of $35.36 billion in FY22,

Export earnings from
RMG-in April 2023 declined
by 15.48 per cent to $3.32 bil-
lion year-on-year compared
with those of $3.93 billion in
the same month of 2022.

Export earnings from wo-
ven garmenis in July-April
of FY23 grew by 9.24 per
cent to $17.61 billion from
$16.12 billion -in the same
period of the previous {inan-
cial year,

E:Tport earnings "~ from
knitwear . in the first 10

-months of FY23 grew by

8.97 per cent to $20.96 bil-
lion from $19.24 billion in
the same period of FY22.

- Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Export-
ers Association president
Faruque Hassan said that the
export orders had decreased
for the past few months due
to an economic slowdown

- in the western countries due

to the Russia-Ukraine war.

western countries increased
their interest rates to check
inflation and it pushed up

mortgage.

To cope up with high in-
flaon, consumers in
western countries decreased
the consumption of appaml
Faruque said.

The EPB data showed
that export earnings from
home textiles in July-April
of FY23 fell by 29.34 per

cent to $940.8 million from .

$1.33 billion in the same pe-
riod of FY22.

Earnings from leather
and leather goods in the 10

months of FY23 fell by 0.52.
_ financial year.

per cent to $1.00 billion

3

Export - earnings
_jute and jute goods in the

— New Age photo
from $1.01 billion in the cor-
responding period of FY22.

i from leather-
footwear in July-
April of FY23 declined by
4.38 per cent to $580.40
million from $607 million
while the other leather prod-
ucts fetched $322.99 million
with a 18.23- percentg'owth
in the period.

from -

10 months of FY23, how-

* ever, fell by 20.25 cent
Yo saiet hat Watka o the P

to $770.82 million from
$968.51 million in the same
period of FY22.

Export earnings from ag-

“the rate thhﬂ mstalments of ricultural products inthe pe-

riod decreased by 28.81 per
cent to $741.35 million from
$1.04 billion.
- Export earnings from fro- -
by 19.87 :per cent to $371.48
million and the earnings from
shrimp exports fell by 24.21
per cent t0.$266.95 million in
the 10 months of FY23. -
Export earnings from en-
gineering products in July-
April of FY23 declined by
35.01 per cent to $438.11

‘from $674.11 million in the

same period of the previous
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el exports to US

Moinul Haque
BANGLADESH'S  apparel
exports to its major markets

the United States and Ger-

many have been declining
for past. three months as
consumption of clothing de-
creased in the western coun-
tries due to high inflation.

The US was the largest

export destination for Bang-
ladeahl readymade garment
while Germany was the
second largest and the RMG
exports to these markets
in July-April of the current
financial year 2022-23 de-
clined by 7.13 per cent va;lnd
7.33 per cent respectively,
according to Export Promo-
tion Bureau data.

Bangladesh's apparel

exports to non-traditional

markets, however, increased
by 30.80 per cent in the first

10 months of FY23, data:

showed.,

Country’s apparel exports,
to the US in July-April of
FY23 declined by $533.78
million to $6.95 billion from
that of $7.48 billion in the
same period of FY22.

- RMG exports to Germany
in the first 10 months of
FY23 fell by $437.85 million
to $5.53 billion from $5.97

Germany getion

Aﬁleprm shd'wa female mﬂmvsémngcfoth&gata readymadeganneﬁtfaomw on the outskirts
of Dhaka. Bangladesh’s apparel exports to its major markets the United States and Germany
have been declining for past three months as consumption of clothing decreased in the western

countries due to high inflation.

desh’s exports to the west-
ern countries would decline,
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-
sociatign president Faruque
Hassan told New Age.

~ He said that of the
western countries increased

.their interest rate to check

inflation and it pushed the
cost of living and the rate
of installment of mortgage

billion in the same period of higher

FYaz

In JulyApril of FY23,
Bangladesh's apparel ex-
ports to the European Union
increased by 8.58 per cent
to .$19.20 billion compared
with that of $17.68 billion in
the same period of FY22.

The global market size
of apparel was shrink-
ing due to the economic
slowdown caused by the
Russia-Ukraine war and it
was obvious that Bangla-

To cope up with high in-
flation, the western consum-
ers decreased the consump-
tion of apparel, Faruque said,

+ Bangladesh'’s apparel
exports to the United King-
dom, the third largest market
for the country, increased by
10.88 per cent to $4.19 bil-
lion in the first 10 months of
FY23.from $3.78 billion in
the same period of FY22.

- The BGMEA dent,
however, said that they had.

laken exclusive measures to
increase exports to the non-
traditional markets especial-
ly in India, Japan and South
Korea

Faruque said that there
was a huge potential to grow
the exports of Bangladeshi
apparel on the Asian market
and the BGMEA was work-
ing on it.

Bangladesh’s apparel ex-
ports to non-traditional mar-
kets, including Japan, Aus-

tralia, India, South Korea, -

- United Arab Emirates, Chi-

na and Brazil, in the first 10

months of FY23 increased to
$7 billion from 5.35 billion
in the same period of FY22.

The apparel export to
Japan in July-April of FY23
grew by 40.73 per cent to
$1.32 billion compared with
that of $939.18 million in
thesamepeﬂu:lofm’zz the
data showed. = -

— New Age photo

RMG export to India in
the first 10 months of FY23
increased by 50.33 per cent

“to $889.06 million com-

pared with that of $591.41
million in the same period
of F¥22.

The apparel export to Aus-
tralia in July-April of FY23
grew by 39.06 per cent to
$061.30 million compared
wﬁh that of $691.30 million

first 10 months of FY23 in-
creased by 81.61 per cent to
$477.81 million’ compared
with that of $363.04 million

‘in the same period of FY22.

The apparel export to
Brazil in the first 10 months
of FY23 rose by 71.92 per
cent to $139.34 million com-
pared. with. that of $81.04
million in the same penod_
of FY22.
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N on-cottoﬁ?MG_eXﬁOrt'
BGMEA seeks 10pc
special incentive

FE REPORT

The country’s apparel makers want 10 per cent special
incentive on export of garments made of non-cotton
clothes - to encourage shipment of such items.

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) President Faruque Hassan recently
requested the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) to chart out
the next course of actions for providing the incentive in the
next budget.

In the fiscal year (FY) 2021-22, around 73 per cent of the
country's fotal apparel export was cotton-made items. It
was 69 per cent in FY 2008-09, which shows that depend-

increased, according to the i

BGMEA letter. 'Govt should
There was no material diversifi- o~ ——

cation of apparel items, although focus on

-the country's RMG export gradu- yaicit
ally reached US$45 billion during
the past four decades, it claimed. :

éxpdrt- of

- The BGMEA also mentioned _ el
that of the total global textile con- NOTN-COTtON
sumption, non-cotton or man- J+a 1
made fibres (MMF) is around 75 1LCIS
per cent, and 25 per cent is cotton-
made items.

The demand for clothing made of such synthetic materi-
als is increasing globally due to increase in the demand of
sustainable and environment-friendly clothes as well as
gradual change in living standard of consumers, the
BGMEA letter noted.

Currently, non-cotton items' share 1s around 52 per cent
in the total global apparel trade, whereas only 26 per cent
of Bangladesh's RMG export is non-cotton items.

The BGMEA mentioned that in the last decade, there
has been some investment in the country's non-cotton sec-
tor, especially MMF. But, the investment was mainly in
capital and technology.

A source said, "The government should focus on
expanding export of non-cotton apparels for keeping the
country's economic growth at a sustainable level."

The BGMEA president sought allocation in the next
budget for providing 10 per cent incentive on export of non-
cotton apparels to encourage their export and investment in
the sector as well as to maintain competitive capacity.
cial facility to export of non-cotton items, the RMG sector’s
export, earning, investment and employment would increase.
Ve rezamumu@gmail.com

_Clo N
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RETURNEE female migrant

on Sunday at a discussion
asked for government action
to break the social stigma of
the remittance earners who
contributed to their fa.m.llles
society and the state.

Global Alliance Against

Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan

:sedl.heewntmamtyhotsl
! Returnee migrant Jesmin
' Akter said that a female
migrant was dmmspe(:ted

workers and rights activists -

Traffic in Women and |

Programme jointly organ-.

alleviate social stigma
of female migrants

in her family and society
whatever success he gai
or failed to change the fate
of her family.

‘Female migrants are far-
geted to be victim of every-
thing, Female migrants are
humiliated socially instead
of respecting them,” said
Jesmin who returned from
Oman.

'] am proud to contribute
to my family, society but
they failed to respect me,’
she said.

Saudi Arabla  return-
ee migrant Runa Begum
said that not only she,

her daughter also became

victims of bulling by her

ined  friends in her school.

1 was compelled to
change the school of my
daughter, she said. |

Female workers demand-
ed pension benefit and ser-
vices like health and educa-
tion on priority basis as part
of respecting | them fmm the
state.

Sl 3
tor OftHaGMLTW Bandnm
Pattanaik, anﬁ

Ay \

K contributlﬂn

kirul Islamsmdthat govern-
ment must take action to
change the prevailing nar-
rative about female migrant
and change stigma and re-
jection into recognition and
respect,

Women  Rehabilitation
Centre founding chairper-
son Renu Adhikari said
that female migrants con-
tributed huge but their
was  not
recognised.

I any pmhlems arise,

- female migration is

instead of unproving their

working condition,’ shesald

adding that Nepal banned

female migration presently.
Former member of the

constituent Ammbly in




MONDAY MAY 15 2023

Remittance mﬂow diverted to
hundi by dollar rate gap: WB

Bangladesh an in South Asia in bad loan ratio

“ ‘

MULTIPLE exchange rates
and a large deviation between
formal and informal rates
have diverted remittance in-
flow from the official to the
hundi channel, accordingtoa

widening of the exchange -
rate gap and the uncertain-
ty about exchange rates in
general diverted remittance
inflows away from official
channels, especially as re-
mitters can obtain more
favourable market rates
through unofficial channels.’

'I‘he World Bank found

varied between 0 and 2 per
cent of the interbank rate, but
it reached an average of 12 per

cent in August 2022,
Addmuna]ly the gap be-
kerb

parcantufthemtmhankmte
as mentioned in the World
Bank

report.
. In September 2022, Bang-

ladesh 1mplenmnlsd a mul-

tiple exchange rate regime,
favouring remittances over
export proceeds.

This policy, along with
otherfacmﬁmhﬁdlsmur

However, the “hu:ld Bank
report cautioned that such
restrictions could be, circum-
vented and might even have
unintended consequences.

Bangladesh’s  banking
. sector has the second-high-
est ratio of non-perﬁmmng
loans among the countries in
South Asia,

In Bangladesh and

Sri Lanka, the NPL ratios -

reached above the 202‘1 level

ok, per cent in Bangla
desh and 10.9 per cent in Sri
Lanka in September 2022 —
mggasﬁngadetmc&aumm
asset quality, the World Bank
report said.

Factors contributing to the
rise in NPL ratios in Bangla-
desh include higher import
costs, poor payment disci-
phna among borrowers and

weak regulatory enforcement.

In countries heavily reli-

.ant on remittances, mfowmal

exchange systems like hundi
urh&wmlﬂcanfamhlateundm‘-

mo{EDZZandmnmr&-
cehﬂym&hstan. -

the finan-
clal account has deteriorated
since Q2 of 2022, driven by

dechnmgneimﬂmﬁmher
=t SU.Ch R dl:ﬁ-'

Furthermore, the global
deterioration of the US and
European banking sectors
since mid-March has likely
canmhutadtofmthmmpital
outflows from the
global financial mndmnns
worsened.

Moreover, in both Bang-
deposit growth in Q4 of 2022
fell below the levels observed
in Q3 of 2022 and 2021.

High inflation reduces de-

diminishing
‘savings and real deposit rates.

Additionally, the slowdown
in remittance growth, which
serves as a vital source of de-
posits for Bangladesh, has ¢on-

tributsd to the slugg]sh deposit
growth, the report
The efferhvems of mon-
etary policy rate increases can
also be impaired by rate caps.
In Bangladesh, interest rate
caps introduced in 2020 have
prevented banks from passing
i rates to borrowers, un-
dermining the effectiveness of
monetary tjgh{enmg, the WB

mnkasmrpnrhngmachmm-y

more expensive, while import
restrictions in 2022 have spill-
over effects on capital goods,”
limiting the execution of

th o public projects and adding to

the uncertainty about project

€& completion, thé reportsaid.
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Ma]or non-RMG items WItness

MO!HRA MUNH]

Export earnings from
major non-RMG (ready-
made garment) sectors like
leather and leather goods,
jute, agricultural, frozen
and live fish and engineer-
ing products witnessed neg-

ITEMS

EARNINGS BY M-AJDR SE’GTO’RS

(JULY-APRIL, 2022-23)

NEGATIVE

USS  GROWTH (%)

ative growth during the first
10 months of the current
fiscal year (FY) as com-

’ ‘Leather and Ieather goods

1.0b

pared to the same period of
previous FY.

Jute and jute gaods

770.82m

20.25

Exporters have attributed
internal and external factors,
ncltding a decting in global

_Agriculture products

74.35m

28.81

demand mainly due to the
Russia-Ukraine war, high
inflation and inventory to the

 Chemical products
| {including_pharrnacauticals}

251.63m

18.99

fall in export performance.
Amid the war-hit econom-
ic sloth in major export desti-
nations, data shows RMG
sustained over 9.0 per cent

Engineering goods
(including engineering
equipment and bicycles)

438.1Im

35

growth during the July-April
period of FY 2022-23 and

Frozen 'énd live fish

371.48m

earned US$38.57 billion.
According to the Export including gas, elecm-:xty,
Promotion Bureau (EPB), wage hike and high logistic
leather and leather goods costs, he said, adding that
exports fetched $1.0 billion, the unit price of leather and
marking a negative growth leather goods did not, how-
of less than 1.0 per cent.  ever, increase in line with
Jute and jute goods exports the production cost.
recorded 20.25 per cent nega-  He apprehended that the
tive growth to $770.82 mil- overall export target for the
lion during the period under current FY might not be
review. The earnings were achieved.
$1.12 billion in FY22. When asked, Bangladesh
Talking to the FE, Jute Mills Association
President of Metropolitan Secretary General Abdul
Chamber of Commerce and Barik Khan ascribed multi-
Industry Saiful Islam said ple factors, including the
the demand for non-RMG Indla.uanu-dumpmg duty, to
goods including leather and this drop in export earnings.
leather goods _declined  Besides, both Covid and
“mainly due to high invento- the war have had a negative
ry of western buyers as they impact on our exports as
placed huge work orders the events have squeezed
and bought accordingly the demands for locally pro-
after the post-covid period. duced jute goods, he said.
"They now have stock Jute goods are losing com-
while consumers are con- petitiveness due to high cost
servative in purchasing non- fuelled by high bank interest,
essential items due to high among others, he noted,
inflation there," said Mr adding that quality products
Islam, also former president needed to be exported at a
of Leathergoods and competitive rate.
Footwear Manufacturers The sector is also
and Exporters Association deprived of required policy
of Bangladesh (LFMEAB). support as the mandatory
Besides, the cost of pro- jute packaging act is yet t0
ductmn has gone up signifi- be mplemented fully, Mr

Khan alleged.

Again, jute as an agncul
tural product is yet to enjoy
the benefits given to other
agri-products, he cited.

Meanwhile, agricultural
products, which fetched
$1.16 billion in FY22,
earned $74.35 million in
FY23, marking a 28.81 per
cent fall, data showed.

Export of chemical prod-
ucts, including pharmaceu-
ticals, declined by 18.99 per
cent to $251.63 million dur-
ing the first 10 months of
FY23 compared to $310.62
million in the correspon-
ding period of FY22.

At the same time, €arn-
ings from engmeermg
goods, including engineer-

ing equipment and bicycles,
witnessed 35 per cent nega-
tive growth to $438.11 mil-
lion, down from $674.11
:mlhon in FY 2022, accord-
ing to EPB data.

When asked, SM Jahangir
Hossain, Presxdent of
Bangladesh Fruits, Vegetables
and Allied Product Exporter's
Association attributed = the
decline in export performance
to high transportation COst,
ﬁ'elght charges and cez‘b.ﬁca

cantly due to rise in utilities

-

“19.87 -

tion 1SSUEs,

Besides, they are losing
competitiveness in the global
market due to the rise in pro-
duction cost in recent times,
another exporter said.

Frozen and live-fish
exporters attributed the
downswing in demand for

fish products upmarket,
mainly in the European
Union, to the influence of
hyperinflation amid the
war.

They also attributed this
failure to the delay in intro-
ducing low-cost varieties of
shrimp like vannamei
despite making several
attempts over the years.

After a rise in earnings in
the two consecutive fiscal
years, frozen and live-fish
earnings fell by 19.87 per
cent to $371 .48 million dur-
ing the period under review
from $463 million in FY22,
revealed EPB data.

Former President
Bangladesh Frozen Foods
Exporters Association Md
Amin Ullah said export of
the item has been on the
decline for over a decade for
raw matenal shortages,
reduction in farming area

" and a fall in global demand.

.
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He said both prices and
demand for frozen fish
declined in the major mar-
kets, especially in the BU, as
the global market is flooded
with vannamei.

Last month, the govern-
ment approved commercial
production of vannamei,
he said, adding that it
would take time to culti-
vate the semi-intensive new
species.

Light-engineering sector
insiders identified factors
like outdated technology,
low productivity and lack of
industrial facilities as major
challenges hindering export
growth of the sector.

They also attributed the
war-led demand erosion as
consumers opt for basic
needs such as food and
housing amid pinching
inflation.

Bangladesh  mainly
exports bicycles to the
European Union, particu-
larly to Germany, where the
demand has plummeted sig-
nificantly due to ongoing
economic pressure, bicycle
exporters said.

The Covid pandemic had
a negative impact on the
overseas performance of
bicycles while the war has
worsened the situation,
they said, adding local fac-
tors like the power crisis has
raised production costs.

While speaking at an
event, MMA Tanvir, chief
executive officer at bicycle-
maker Meghna Group, said
that bike markets in the EU
and UK are changing as
electric bicycles - the latest
craze - is now eating up the
whole bicycle market.

On the other hand, home
textile like bed and kitchen
toilet linens, and specialised
textile like terry towel wit-
nessed 16 per cent and
29.34 per cent negative
growth respectively during

Munni_fe@yahoo.com

Major non-RMG items
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Thrust on safe migration

FE REPORT

Speakers at a dialogue on Tuesday
stressed the need for inter-govern-
mental dialogue to promote safe and
legal migration.

Addressing the dialogue, the visit-
ing director general of the
International Centre for Migration
Promotion and Development,
Michael Spindelegger, said despite
resistance against receiving migrants
in some European countries, a huge
employment opportunity remains in
the areas as many EU countries face
a lack of manpower.

- Ministry of foreign affairs organ-
ised the dialogue at the Foreign
Service Academy in the city.

"At present, Europe has a good
demand of workers from abroad.
The previous scenario has been
changed dramatically. In Germany,
we look for some 4 million workers
every year. The manpower is need-
ed there to accelerate the econo-

my," he said.
Focusing on the safe and legal
migration process, he said,.

"However, the labour migration has
to be happened in a very legal and
organised way to prevent illegal
migration."

Michael Spindelegger also said,
"We do not want to see any illegal
migrants. Many people reach foreign
countries irregularly through migra-
tion smuggling."

"We should not let this happen.
Migration should be held in a legal
channel. It will give them (workers)
the assurance of a stable income ina
decent workplace," he added. .

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin
Momen said migration has appeared
as a key driver of achieving sustain-
able development, especially for the
developing countries.

"Migrants bring skills, knowledge,
innovation, as well as cultural diver-
sity with them when they return
home. The migrants also play a vital

role to help their family members
and communities financially by
sending remittance," he added.

"According to the Global Report
on international displacement 2021,
approximately 143 million people
will be internal climate migrants by
2050. A large number of them will
be from Bangladesh, I'm sure" he
said.

Quoting the World Bank report
2021, he said salinity, rising sea lev-
els and other impacts of climate
change in Bangladesh may drive
13.3 million climate migrants by
2050.

"We are making an effort to main-
stream this issue in the international
climate change discourse," he added.

Dr Ahmed Munirus Saleheen,
senior secretary, ministry of expatri-
ates welfare and overseas employ-
ment, said the government is com-
mitted to show zero tolerance to ille-

gal migration.
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 The Beilly Star WEDNESI

Envoy Textiles’
AGM postpone

SRAEE 9IS S, TS, orap BUSINESS REPORT

gifee, srom @ G oFe | wefie JEmIas
Y SN THA0E | :

e s W B i > e
»ou @I THE G OES (@F 5 TEE

Export-oriented listed company Envoy
Textiles Ltd has indefinitely postponed
an annual general meeting scheduled
to be held on June 26, when a dividend
for shareholders was scheduled to be

Ahmed, a leading busnessman.

Last September, the High Court

reconstituted the board of directors of
d the textile company till disposal of the
case.

Yesterday, the company informed

through a post on the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) website that the meeting
was postponed due to a pending
litigation before the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court.
On May
proposed

10 the company had
a 15 per cent cash dividend

approved, till a case involving its directors
was disposed of.

Abdus Salam Murshedy, former
managing director and one of its
founders, and some other directors
filed the case under The Companies
(Bangladesh) Act, 1994 against the
company and other directors challenging
some amendments to an “Article of
Association” of the company.

In 1984, Murshedy, then a famous
fooiballer of Mohammedan Sporting
Club, started the business
known as Envoy Group with Kutubuddin

for shareholders and this was
scheduled to be approved at the June

26 meeting.
The company's shareholders will

have to wait for the litigation process
{0 be completed to get the dividend,
said a top DSE official.

Becoming a public
company in 2012 on starting
commercial operations in 2008, the
thread, fabric and garment maker has
a paid-up capital of Tk 167 crore and
a reserve of Tk 354 crore.

Its stock price remained the same
at Tk 43.90 on the DSE yesterday.

L




NRES ¢
v
5

TAER I ARAEE St

T A6 TEAEAAE AEE o8

YIS
L

P o (0T

wm@mmmwm”ww

wfiEan We @% e o (EEs o FhE

meﬁwwwmwwm

TR T e e T A SRR A

7 SiACar

R EIRUER

TRl AfSUI AT (T 151 B T
et fargre AR T @@ Frais |
forae =1, 51 Rt frg e e
GFRE T S (T, TR
wberst 53 0¥ T 992 I INATFT TN
Y qEE (RS WOT bR (9 wies i
I (7 (o 953 AT wEee 9 S enife
MR MG T 7T AT T[T TG WA
SFTOTR 0399 A0S, JIHCT- ST ST s
W AT 190 TACE, (3= B ZH | 79
8 GfbTS 79 PO 4T 0N WA T (0
(5 % SIS RS T TG 4 W | P
e St ¢ Bree IEne

(M T (TG e A PRI (6T S TEHOT 43

1 W (4 P G R (D Y W) W WA A (0
518 Cx (e Ly b cwfn s ST AR (O N S A M
T SRR T1EE S0 (A (A0 T A | O O (TR (R
AT WO (RF | AT HTE 7 GG (RO D A FE
TAHSTR JrE A T oA | % T VY A (A AT S
W vl & o e F Ry EeE e

apers, e a1 S FrETT R Sfear R 4t ) 6 @ A6
(TS T S AT (LA SR A (A | TR (s (e A A
R ~leurE T v fow o i | gt owEt e S A
g FeA P TR AR SE wiwad afa o w2 T
(R AR | R i e o R Bafy T S | R T
FrAeTTS &% Ry AR AV T (OFT, RRereT Fotes 7%
'M&Mﬁﬂﬁﬁl, : - :
i SR o g 7w afSb At e, ot e
R (R | T (T e T, T S ANE o v o
Tes% Fl, e T (S TW ARRE Y 435 e W A
wmmm-wmﬁwﬁmwmm
m@,-wmmmwmmwmwm[m
<R AT e i 2R TR 1, e Wi w o
e ey 1 3 S R 9 T, & T O S0l AR (¥ A0
Eoiloicigh iTcis ic T ' = K _
SRR S ST SRt AT T A e 7 g s e
T %) oA s A, TP ST T TP o TR
SO T (RRT AET F (FE T I
mwmm‘;mamﬁnmm,mmm
Teo AT IO o et v g e i e e o
o A e Ty Py e R el
e AT % A TS W, a5 (2 ersh arms R zepn
N S S R TS AErE A IS AR AR S
| 4756 cafit WRE | TRCTE NCHEI W TNCATST e 26w oF S

g (TR (Rem

| et A Soo FA1 G| WG (0T L T TR FEH 900 | TF
e TSR 16T SR AT Sboo 19 QTS TR A (o FS
T A | T TN (AT WS M 475 i T O et
e T o o & 4 A B i o Sfbeoy e =5
opbre T Y T e (e o o Rl e o | 4w
ey BraTTEdhs TEA EIOTT STF E A N S A A

T ST s A e A
FAF ME T, 92 WHETE RS
AT FEF 67 932 I
e frme @ IRfes
AR (TR | AT 47 D -

1
JeIE VEEy Wie, GrR
AR & TEFEE 2 AT

XA P WA AN R | - _ T T WA S
gfrs weEfes A TImETAEEEA (T T o ( YT ;| WEAEEE @90
w00 wifnR o, TFREEE R el 9 GeIr GBI (e At EA AR 6% (T ¢

swee Wt afefiiy o @ey oW EE
By~ Gfae fFarm s 72w SRS wefE e -

Faro A g2 anet ooy ifHEeE T oS
Trafeet ) 98 e P S, TeE TS @

77 SfeAnT MRS (Fen 9T

e FEerws | e gdime o ImIEA =i
g @ie TAEEE v (o o AR
Bfoarom Freiva Wi e armare o1 o oo

“Opportunities, Challenges
and Probable Solutions”
at the capital's Foreign
Service Academy.

Accordingto Bangladesh
Bank, the country received
$17.71 billion in remittance
in the first 10 months of
the current fiscal year.
In last fiscal, the country
received $21.03 billion in
remittance.

Addressing the seminar,
Ahsan H Mansur, executive
director of Policy Research
Institute, said Bangladesh’s
average inward remittance
per migrant worker is one of
the lowest across the globe.

“We need to take
mid and long-term
approaches to come out
of this,” he said, adding,
quality of the country’s
training institutes has to
be enhanced ' to ensure
standard training. 4
He also said cost of
migration in Bangladesh
is too high compared t
a neighbouring labour-
sending country, which is
another area to look at.

Addressing as chief
guest, Expatriates’
Welfare Minister Imran
Ahmad said there is a
need to further increase

1 T 26T TS W (ST B @3 4 A PR S (he existng 2.5 percent
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Skilled

workforce,
proper channel
key to boost

remittance
Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Upscaling skills training
and sending more skilled
migrant workers abroad
are prerequisites to. get
more inward remittance,
speakers told a seminar
yesterday.

In ‘addition, the
government must resolve
the difficulties faced by
‘migrant _ workers  and
encourage them (o use
official channels to remit
money home, they said.

Betier Bangladesh
Foundation organised the
seminar on “Remittance
Inflow in Bangladesh:

incentive for remitting
money home through
banking channel.

He said to ensure better
protection of migrant
workers, the ministry
has recently upgraded
the mandatory “Probashi

Kormi” insurance for
“outbound migrant
workers.

Presenting a keynote
paper, Prof Tasneem
Siddiqui, chair of Refugee
and Migratory Movements
Research Unit, said
between 2001 and 2009,
Bangladesh's inward
remittance  flows have
grown annually between 12
percent and 37 percent.

On the other hand,
between 2011 and 2020,
except for 2013, 2016, and
2017, the annual growth of
remittance was between 10
percent and 18 percent, she
said.

She said  multiple
factors including Russia-
Ukraine war, the pandemic,
inflation and non-payment
and irregular payments
of wages contributed
negatively to remittance
inflow.

Besides, domestic
factors including diference
in exchange rate in formal
and informal markets
contributed to this end, she
added.
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STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Textile millers in Bangladesh
vesterday urged woven and
knitwear exporters to buy a
portion of their required yarn
and fabrics from local markets
so that they can overcome the
current crisis situation and help.
save the country's forcign reserve.
The value addition is 60 per
cent when local yarn and fabrics
are used while it is 30 per cent
for imported textile, according to
local millers.

And with work orders from
international  retailers  and
brands having fallen by nearly
30 per cent, garment makers and
exporters are still mainly using
imported yarn and fabric.

As a result, the stockpiling of
unsold varn and fabric at local
mills has been growing rapidly,
pushing the $23 billion primary
textile sector under threat.

Most of the yarn and fabrics
for export-oriented garment
factories in the country come
from India and Pakistan, said
Mohammad Ali Khokon,
president of the Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA).
He was speaking at a press
conference arranged by the
BTMA at its office in Dhaka
yesterday.

The BTMA held the press
conference to _explain _the
current crisis situation of the
textile sector stemming from
the US dollar crisis, gas crisis and
stockpiling of unsold yarn at the
mills.

Local weavers and knitters
imported 2.75 lakh tonnes of
yarn worth Tk 10,616 crore in
the January-April period of the
current calendar year.

During the same period of
2022, they imported 4.60 tonnes
of yarn worth Tk 17,436 crore, as
per BTMA data.

Khorshed Alam, chairman
| of Little Group, said he already
| shut down one of his units as

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 31, 2023
JAISHTHA 17, 1430 BS

Buy yarn, fabrics
Irom local mills

BTMA urges garmen

¢

yarn and garment items from
India and Pakistan.
Meanwhile, he is running

another unit at only 30 per cent
capacity because of low gas

“The millers are not getting
gas with adequate pressure even
though the government doubled
the gas price last year,” he added.

BTMA President Khokon
also demanded the government
increase the limit of funds
available from the Export
Development Fund (EDF) for each
borrower as many are struggling
to maintain their business amid
the US dollar shortage.

At present, each borrower can
avail $20 million from the EDF
while it was $30million during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Besides, the National Board of
Revenue should keep conducting
frequent drives in areas like
Narayanganj, Araihazar, Rupganj,
Madhabdi, Baburhaat, Narsingdi,
Belkuchi and Sirajganj, where
illegally imported varn is sold at
cheaper rates.

The cost of production at
textile mills has increased
by a maximum of Tk 40 per
kilogramme of yarn due to the
gas price hike and US dollar

) cales have dropped due to the ————————— s

availability of illegally imported

texporters

-

e sl

shortage.

At the same time, millers are
having to operate at 40 to 50
per cent capacity due to low gas
pressure.

Khokon went on (0 Ssay
that because of the flood of
garment items from Pakistan,
the country’s $3 billion market
for women's apparel is now in
trouble.

Most Pakistani garment items
are imported through online
orders though social media
platforms such as Facebook, he
said.

This deprives the government
of huge sums of revenue as a
section of traders are importing
Pakistani garment items without
paving the customs duty while
violating other rules, Khokon
added.
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panic as Malaysia detains 118

Rashad Ahamad

UNDOCUIM[ENTEZD migrant
workers in Malaysia are
passing their time in panic
after the country’s security
agency on Thursday arrest-
ed 118 Bangladeshis among
162 such foreign workers
in the capital city of Kuala
Lumpur.

Bangladeshi ~ migrants
said that the authority con-
ducted sudden drives —
without prior declaration
— despile the ongoing Rec-
alibration Plan’.

The Malaysia authorities
declared the plan in 2020
and repeatedly extended it,
this time till 31 December, to
allow employers in the con-
struction, manufacturing,
plantation and agriculture
sectors to legally employ un-
The

documented foreign work-
ers.

Shuvo Chowdhury, an
undocumented Bangladeshi
migrant to Malaysia, said
that many like him were
fearing arrest and went into

Local media reported
that law enforcement agen-
cies of Malaysia, includ-
ing Kuala Lumpur City
Hall, the city council well
known as DBKL, on Thurs-
day detained the 162 mi-
grant construction workers
from a construction site in
Jalan Bukit Kiara in Kuala
Lumpur,

The DBKL, which ad-
ministers the city of Kuala
Lumpur, in a Facebook page
statement said that 162 for-
eign workers employed in
construction sector were

detained for not having any
valid documents, Of the
detainees, 118 are Bangla-
deshi, 23 Myanmarese, 11
Indopesian and 10 Pakistani
workers.

Labour minister at the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in Malaysia Nazmus
Sadat Salim said that they
heard the news of arrests in-
formally as the people were
taken in custody on a‘ haoli-
day.

* ‘We were not informed
of anything officially by the
government. We will try to
learn more on Monday,” he

* said.

Malaysia usually informs
relevant authorities of for-
eign national detention de-
tails within 14 days of the
detention, he added. -

The Reyai Malaysi.an Po-

lice, Construction Il'ldllstl'}"
Development Board, Fire
and Rescue Department,
Solid Waste Management
and Public Clearising Corpo-
ration, Department of Occu-
pational Safety and Health
Malaysia and Immigration
Department too joined the
operation conducted by the

. DBKL.
The DBKL said that the’

drive ‘would be contjnued
to detain illegal immigrant
across the fedatal territory of
Kuala Lumpur as per parlia-
mentary constituencies.
Malaysia is presently
a major destination for
Bangladeshi workers as in
the past four months more
than 1,00,000 workers,
some 25 per cent of the to-
tal labour migration from
Bangladesh, went to the

Southeast As:an. country,
according to the Bureau of |
Manpower, Employment |
and Training. §

Malaysia was also one of
the top destination countries
for migrant la-
bour until September 2018
when migration to that
country was suspended due
to huge corruption in the re-
cruitment process.

The suspension lasted for
more than three and a half
years until August 8, 2022.

The migration process
resumed after Malaysia and
Bangladesh signed an Mol
in December 2021 to reopen
the market for Bangladeshi
workers

According to BMET, more
than 12 lakh workers have
so far migrated to Malaysia
from Bangladesh.

Financial Express

Tuesday | May 30, 2023

EPZ battery makers seek
15pc cash incentives
to boost export

FE REPORT

Accumulator battery
manufacturers in Export
Processing Zomes (EPZs)
have sought a 15 per cent
cash incentive on the export
of such batteries, aiming to
promote the local sector
and encourage exports,
sources said,

The export earnings of
such batteries produced
under. the EPZ were
reduced by around 50 per
cent last year due to the
deprivation of the existing
export incentive offer, they
added.

To this effect, President

of the Accumulator Battery
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association of
Bangladesh (ABMEAB)
Munawar Misbah Moin in
a letter has requested the
Ministry of Commerce to
take the necessary steps
regarding the issue.

The battery-makers want
the export incentive facility
to be subject to a 20 per cent
local value addition, which

is being produced in EPZs

and also the items that are
being exported.

According to the sector
people, despm—: having huge
potential in international
markets, including

by

Malaysia, Dubai, and
Thailand, the sector cannot
survive without policy sup-
port,

Recently, Nepal has
imposed a 100 per cent
assessment value on battery
imports from Bangladesh
and China. However, it has
exempted neighbouring
country India from this
assessment, the letter said.

As a result, the export
shipments of the item to
Nepal are being largely
hampered due to the
imposed value, battery-
makers claimed.

Accumulator battery pro-
ducers in EPZs are being
deprived of the existing cash
incentive facility, despite
accounting for 90-95 per cent
of the total export volume of
the product. As a result, they
are falling behind in the
export market due to the lack
of facilities, read the letter.

On the other hand, pro-
ducers outside the EPZ
account for only 5.0 per cent
of the export volume, but
they enjoy a 15 per cent cash
incentive for exporting the
product. Their export growth
is progressing because they
receive this benefit.

The manufacturers under
the EPZ have set a target to
earn US$ 65 million in export
earnings in the fiscal year
2025-26. They hope that the
battery makers under the EPZ
will be able to achieve this tar-

getbyZO?bifthegmmnment
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Three of a family ' 7 ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ -
among six killed .wwe =~
o ps piom for s YW TR

in road accidents = == o o= w1 =
STAR REPORT OIS CHTS1ETo10N 73 T6F TR

Six people were killed and three others injured in AT Il TSI 7
road accidents in two districts yesterday, according S+twE (TS ¢ TFR -Wm_
to reports from our correspondents. e FE A

family - were killed and three others injured as a SIT¥a J5 $T%T G (et A

head-on in front of Kashipur Poura College in 57 ap@Es fime ¥ =t IfFoiEE @
Kotchandpur. it #@ (@) |
~—The deceased are Solaiman Hossain, 65, the guto-  ¢somperess Tersra et
ﬁ' % driver; Shiuly Khatun, 50, and one-year- =gerg «iafs @i farge Tam s, T
ossain and his cousin Khukumoni, 7, sfemm =gs @@ <1 1637 &G 319
said police. e G »T1 U vrt-p TerTEE S
They were travelling in the auto rickshaw. Bepssra e arTHTE ST | YFAETR
Another passenger, aged 45, succumbed (0 injuries gaff apis SR w7 WE o | A6 &
on the way to Jashore Sadar Hospital. B 11 I A A AT G TS
The injured - Rima Khatun, 25, Alamin Hossain, wx; =z o S s @56t soo =@t
50, and Antor Hossain — were referred (0 the somorayer fra (o woaas B 7o

were returning to their village Elangi after seeimga __. i g
doctor in Kotchandpur by the auto rickshaw. e ':;ﬁ kol st

In Faridpur, a physically-challenged man was' R Cpes _ :
killed as @ motorbike hit him and later a truck ran, [FTVRSR €O TN00) N SPHIR SN ST
him over at the town's Goalchamot.,

The accident happened when Palash Sheikh, 42,
was crossing a road, said police. S T
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battery-run auto-rickshaw and a pickup collided ¥ I (40 '8 SRw{Lds el Soemz o gl S e
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A worker was killed and
at least six others suffered
life-threatening burns after
g:;lfmace of a steel mill

oded in Narayanganj's
Rupgani upazila yesterday

'I'he deceased  was
identified as Shankar, 40,
sau_[ihpohce

e blast happened
almmd4‘00pmatlgahima
Industrial Complex Limited
Steel Mill in Gausia Saughat
area.

Around

¥

15 workers.

1 killed as steel mill
furnace explodes

FROM PAGE 1

- Plastic

were working when the
furnace exploded, spilling
molten iron on the bodies
of at least seven workers,
said- Shafiqul Islam, a
supervisor of the factory.

They were rushed to
Sheikh Hasina National
Institute of Burn and
Surgery where
Shankar was declared
dead, he said.

The injured are Jewel,
25, Golam Rabbi, 35,
Ibrahim, 35, Elias alias
Yeasin, 35, Niyon, 20 and
Alamgir, 33.

Elias

Jewel and

sustained 97 percent burns
oon their bodies, Rabbi and
Niyon 95 percent, Alamgir
90 percent, while Ibrahim
suffered 28 percent burns
on his body, hospital
sources said.

The condition of all the
injured workers is critical.

Inspector ~ Mustalizur
Rahman, incharge of
Bhulta Police Outpost,
said the factory is still
under construction and
they suspected that the
explosion took place as the
factory authorities were
melting iron on a trial
basis.
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"BLAST AT N°GANJ STEEL MILL

Rg ro]mg mi)
death reaches 6

JnU student burnt in Titas line explosion also dies
Staff Correspondent

'IWOblT;m workers,  who
were t in an explosion
at a re-rolling mill in Bhulta
Gauchia area of Rupganj
upazila i Namyangm] on
Feida jright disy

ing maintenance work of
Titas Gas Transmission and
Distribution Company Lim-
ited at Dhupkhola Bazar in
Gandaria area on Monday,
succumbed to his injuries at
the burn institute early Sat-

: % e deceased is Mehedi
2ir r Hﬁsan Shaon. 22, a. student

in the evening.

Institute resident surgeon
.SM Ayub Hossain said that
seven workers were injured
andrushsd_tothehuspital

_Of them six have died

qunmaﬁe;txﬁmt&i“sam
- Ear! on Monday, at
versity, who least eight people, including
inm ina three of a family, sustained
on dur- bmm]m:isﬁina gas pipe-

DHAKA SATURDAY MAY 6, 2023

BAISHAKH 23, 1430 BS
m}w By Star

hospital sources.

It ran without

: SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2023,

ill blast__"' 3

line explosion in Dhupkhola
Bazar area.
Mehedi’s friend . Hasan

_said that Mehedi went to

Dhupkhola Bazar for shop-

mghghnn the blast in the
gas line took place leaving
him critically burnt.

According to a statement

during digging by the WASA
contractor, it said.
Responding to the call, an
emergency team from ‘Titas
Gas rushed to the spot and
fixed the problem, it read.

“The condition of three other injured is critical, said

The factory did not get any clearance certificate from
DIFE as it lacked safety measures, ‘Mehedi Hasan, an
inspector of the department who visited the factory after
the explosion, told The Daily Star yf:sterdaw

valid papers,
safety measures

RAFIUL ISLAM

The steel mill factory in Narayanganj, where an explosaon

killed four workers and injured three others on Thursday,
had been melting iron lor the last six months without

approval from the authorities, said officials.

Rahima Industrial Complex Steel Mill went into
production without clearance certificates from the
DepartmentofInspection for Factoriesand Establishments
(DIFE) and the Department of Environment (DoE), said
officials of those departments.

Besides, a fire service official said there were no fire
extinguishers at the factory. He also alleged that workers
were not provided with proper safety gear.

An explosion inside the furnace of the factory spilled
molten iron on seven workers on Thursday, killing three

_of them — Shanker, 40, Elias Ali alias Yeasin, 35, and

Niyon, 20.

Another injured worker Md Alamgir, 33, died at Sheikh
Hasina National Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery in
Dhaka vesterday.

He had 90 percent burns, said Inspector Bachchu Miah,
in-charge of Dhaka Medical Lul]ege Hosp}{ai police outpost.
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Dyeing factory
depot gutted in

yesterday.

and sprea
service [gbal Hasan.

and a half hours of frantic effort.

known immediately.

A warehuuse of a dyemg factory was gutted in
a fire at Pagar in Tongi area of Gazipur district

The fire broke out at the warehouse of Hossain
Dyeing and Printing Mills Ltd around 1:30pm
d soon, said senior officer of Tongi fire

On information, five firefighting units rushed
to the spot and extinguished the blaze after one

However, reason behind the fire could not be
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Worker dies falling
oﬁf rmf in Gopalganj
: ganj

A CONSTRUCTION and
electrical worker died after
falling off the rooftop of an
under-construction  build-

ing at Kashiani upazila in
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3w W wfew egns Sfem and took him to Kashiani

Gopalganj on Thursday. The
deceased was Bayjid Sheikh,
30, son of late Jalil Sheikh,
of Shukurhata of Al-
fadanga upazila of Faridpur.
Witnesses said that Bayjid
Sheikh suddenly fell down -
from the second floor of the o2
- under-construction _ build- 45! fir =ifery 7w | fE5T <irs WoArHE
C"m@l!ﬂﬂ in the area, while he was
ﬁﬁm&mm doing - electrical work at
AT (Aed T WS 0 # about 1:30pm, leaving him
fibr wbe, % & e injured, officer-in-charge of
st com Breiaa %+ B8 577 the Kashiani police station
Fq0A @ f[rsies Wb s eleciisn Muhammad  Feroz  Alam
whde e mfee @@ sd R said. Locals rescued him
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The By Star

Shopkeeper dies of -

electrocution

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmotirhat

A vegetable seller died of electrocution at his shop

in Patgram upazila of Lalmonirhat yesterday.

Omar Faruk, 36, got electrocuted after he
touched a corrugated iron sheet which was in

touch with a bare electric wire,

The accident happened in Puratan Kachamaal

Bazar area, police said.
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13 hurt by hghtnmg

strike
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At least two farmus were Killed and 13 others
injured in a lightning strike in Pabna’s Bhangura

upazila on Tuesday evening.

The dead are Romij Ali, 35, and Shakil Ahmed,

34, of Chatmohar upazila.

According to locals, some farmers were working
at a paddy field. They were hitby a lightning strike

when they took shelter at a nearby house.

The duo succumbed to their injuries on the way

to Bhangura Upazila Health Complex.

Rashidul Islam, officer-in-charge of Bhangura
Police Station, said the bodies were handed over to

the victims’ family members.

The injured were necewing treatment at

Bhangura Upazila Health (,umplex
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ERES -
“Sherpur farmer

killed over land
dispute

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A farmer was killed and

five others were injured

over the harvesting of boro

paddy on a disputed land

in Sherpur’s Nakla upazila
y morning.

The  deceased was
identified as Ali Hossain,
50, of Char Basanti village
in Naklasconfi e

Quoting locals, Riyad
Mahmud, officer-in-charge
of Nakla Police Station, said
when Ali Hossain went to
harvest boro paddy on a
disputed piece of land, Idris
Ali and his men rushed
to the spot and asked Ali
Hossain to stop harvesting,
leading 1o an altercation
around 8.00am. AL
one  stage, both groups
engaged in a clash with
sharp weapons, ultimately
resulting in the casualty.

Ali died on the spot
while the wounded were
taken to Nakla Uparzila
Health Complegy Two
critically injured - Shukkur
Ali, 40, and Khokon Mia,
25 - were later referred
to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital, said the
OoC

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
recovered Ali Hossain’s
body, which has been sent
to the Sherpur General
Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Police detained Idris Ali,
55, Hanufa Begum, 50, and
Sultan Mia, 50, for their
alleged involvement in the

police.
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RMG worker

stabbed to death ~
near police box

A readvmade garment worker was
stabbed to death by unidentified
criminals on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway just opposite the police box
in Savar on Thursday night.

The deceased identified as
Chandm, 37, used to work at

jurbagan area of Savar,

Palaﬁﬁ was returning home “t0
Nabinagar after work around 9:30pm
when the incident took place.

Unidentified miscreants stabbed
him indiscriminately near a
ibotbndge in the C&B area, just
oppaosite the police box there.

Pedestrians rushed him to Enam
Medical College Hospital where he
was declared dead.

Savar Model Police Station Sub-
! Inspector (SI) Harun-or Rashid said
criminals stabbed Palash as soon as
he down from the footbridge.

“Several stab injuries were found
on his chest, stomach, face, and
hands,” he added.

Asked about the reason behind the
murder, he said, we're still unclear
whether the incident was snatching
or a pre-planned murder.

“If it had been snatchers, the
criminals would have taken his mobile
phone and wallet. But nothing was
taken from his pockets,” he added.

“We will know more after an

R oe ndfs noRe @iz L1 ET o

mi»NWl

3 -'.JA.

FCwE e

Wﬁmwmm

BEEE
miﬁm@wﬁwimwm

A AEFE (¢0) TN IF TIFP
m 2o TAR SO TEl Aowl TSGR A
JFREE 4D (TE TR A Tww e A SEEe SeeE

ongiE TSEER AWy awwR A P e BRI
ST TAF T (9¢) T IF ; IS 20l 31
AR @ AaEd TEAE FwE R S B R O

T ° a mwm
mgaﬁmqﬁmﬁmmmﬁm

Wednesday3l May 2023

W WT
Fro T
qulze wa Tereme faweEn

Sefiars WHESl AN
Sy sl A S
(bo) WFans ToT F4El
TOE | O WA &
3o e wm Wz TEiE
e e e o e
fom ferfibm e @WoEdl-
EEL LB | O
AEANET TaaE TRl (7

T 29 (T 2030,

50 I 3800
TSI RIS
A SalRiES

3

i o, wr‘m)

wﬁmﬁrm

ﬁmﬁ@a%ﬁwmm
< R O A A | S
T (e @y 2
@ BiE ferites wm wE
A 5% PraeE (e TSR

iy A CROUAR ST 1 A

T e frm . o
oy, FgA Wy o THeE
=i i MG s B |
fw&m | I W e PusR
Deeg fTm g T P Am
S AY URE GETErE o
M S, 05, R 9 9N a0
MEICATEEIR chave Coiial
(A & ST T (T E
iz ol o B
AN IS ol BT
O W sl R
G S TP G I A,
% AR AT foq qug fo bR

T Th
IE 97 FAEE e @™

| omRrE, se i
E EEIEETET)

RS
SIS T

E;Zt:l%aet:l.m into the incident,” he oftTE @ W AR I S

On November 14, 2022, Abu Bakr e Tt STt A RS TR BeeETe SIS
Siddique, assistant commissioner g S L | TfRrE wEeE o 8F Senen
(land) of Kalapara upazila, Patuakhali AfCE A (N AW of S T3 BTSSR RS

was stabbed and injured by the
snatchers at the same exdctplace.

O9F TS e T | e am
7 @R () | R3S 5EE

Later, six snatchers were arrested ol AfReTe .
overthencident. T e o o 2 et S e S
== ﬁmmmvﬁa‘wﬁw oL T (2 OfF R0 B TES

g | At aife e oig & QR
GG AT i B ) B B8 1 B

R, S 087

mﬁwa@mmwl 1

TR e by ofeam Fe ore

©o (¥ 3039 mﬂ “fé‘:“m!m Tt W = BRI oF T 95
ﬁ . : ool | TR AT e T N *FTR I RS 6 |
: CRICISAIET (ofocn AT T A gm M’T‘HWW‘W"*

FORTY Ny it e 4

IM(M)M 3

%ﬁ@«%wﬁm@w
oA oY WS FHE (T
g (vo) Yo7 = | ARAT BowEEa
wieiZaAtEtT! Al e ifere o zan
q oy e e 3y G

WWWWB'@WWW
wSfs W F@ A T T W
. FrEe | Saghl o S (TWe) A @RrEm
| e S AU, & AT TSR W SRR |

HIETE & 4 TR WP
TE7T FLACE: O THY FCA 7T
W @ "By GiE AE
=% witE Ty




WEDNESDAY MAY 3, 2023

Staff Correspondent

PEOPLE on Monday ob-
served International Workers’
Day, widely known as May
Day, across Bangladesh and
elsewhere around the globe.

Political ~parties, trade
unions and different labour
rights organisations ~organ-
ised rallies and discussions
and brought out processions
in. Dhaka and elsewhere
across the country.

Labour leaders said that
workers were passing a hard
time to run their families
amid price hikes of essential
commodities.

They also demanded that
the government should set
Tk 20,000 as the minirmim
monthly wage of a worker as
prices of essentials had gone
up over lime. ;

They urged the govern-
ment not to cut jobs of any
workers and demanded
housing facilities, health in-

surance and pensions as pre-

scribed by the law.
They also demanded an
end to oppression on work-

e hanik E b

Oikya Parishad held a rally
iuﬁqntaftheﬁn'anaPa]tan

crossing.
Labour leader Abdul Kad-
er Hawlader chaired the pro-

gramme. ‘

Labour leaders Razequz-
zaman Ratan, Saifuzzaman
Badsha, Badal Khan and oth-
ers spoke at the rally,

They demanded safety of
workers at their workplaces.

They also demanded tore-

alise a nine-point demand of
the organisation for the wel-
fare of the workers.

The SKOP will hold a pro-
‘test rally on May 13 in Dhakg
demanding cancellation of

Workers demand
safety, Tk 20,000

minimum wage
May Day observed across Bangladesh

Dal, JSD held a rally in front
of the National Press Club
where its president ASM Ab-
dur Rob called on the govern-
ment to increase wages of the
workers immediately.

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh held a rally in
front of the party’s central of-
fice.

Party general secretary

Ruhin Hnssam Prince, for-
mer president Mujahidul
Islam Selim and others ad-
dressed the rally.

The Ganosamhati An-
dolan held a rally in front of
the National Press Club.

" Parly chief coordinator
Zomayed Saki and executive
coordinator Abul = Hassan

The Ganatantra Mancha,
a combine of seven political
parties, held a discussion
at the National Press Club,
where convener of Bhashani

Onusari Parishad Sheikh

ul Islam Bablu chaired

Union GCentre held a rally

on 'Ibpkhana Road. Organi-
sation general secretary Wa-
jedul Islam Khan addressed
the programme. )

‘The Garment Workers'
Trade Union Cenire held a
rally at Purana Paltan cross-
ing. Party president Mantu
Ghosh  chaired the pro-

The National Garment
Workers Federation, the
Eangladﬂsh Trade Union
Sangha, the Socialist Labour
Mont, the Garment Sramik
Oikya Forum, the Textile Gar-
ment Workers Federatior
the Sramik Karmachari T
eration, among others.

rallies and bought out pro-
cessions in Dhaka marking
the day.

Trade union leaders de-
manded freedom of trade un-
ions and other rights of the
workers,

The day was a public holi-
day.

The Jativa Samajtranrik
Dal, Jasod held a rally in front
of its central office on Bang-
abandhu Avenue.

Party i * Hasanul
Haq Inu spoke at the pro-

gramime. _
The Garmenfs Sramik

Oikya Forum and some other
labour rights bodies held ral-
lies at Savar and Ashulia.

The day was also observed
by the Bangladesh National-
ist Party, the Workers Party of
Bangladesh, the Jatiyva Mukt

Council, the Jatiya Sramik
Iaagaje the Bangladesh Sra-

mik Karmachari Federation,
the Imarat Nirman Sramik

Union Bangladesh, the Tan-
nery Workers Union and the
Jatiya Sramik Federation,
among others.

Safety and Rights Society,

h Legal Aid and

Services Trust, Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies
and Sramik Nirapatta Forum
also observed the day.

International Workers'
Day marks the 1886 upris-
ing of workers at Hay Market
in Chicago for their rights,
including an eight-hour
waorking day. Several work-
ers were killed on the day in
police firing.

* May 1 was adopted as In-
ternational Workers' Day by
socialist delegates in Paris in
1889.
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Workers under the banner of “Sommilito Garments Sramik Federation” form a human chain in front of Jatiya
Press Club yesterday, demanding exemplary punishment of those responsible for the Rana Plaza tragedy
and proper compensation for the victims. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court yesterday extended till July 10 its
chamber judge's order that stayed the High Court verdict granting bail to Sohel Rana, owner of Rana Plaza,

which collapsed in April 2013 and left at least 1,136 dead. PHOTO:

COLLECTED

508



W 8 495

-‘-"...L e T

e

Ji

on Saturday.

otherwise
Staff Correspondent

LEADERS of Sramik Kar-
called on the ruling Awami
League government to with-
draw the Essential Services
Bill 2023 placed in Jatiya
Sangsad on April 6.

They made the call at a ral-
ly in the capital on Saturday,

curb the workers’ rights to
call a strike. :
SKOP - a platform of 14
labour rights bodies — organ-
ised the event in front of the
National Press Club.
 Joint convener of the or-
ganisation Abdul Kader Haw-
| Inhisaddress, Jatiyatabadi
| Sramik Dal president Anwar
| Hassain said that the govern--

SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023, |

SKOP demands
withdrawal

of Essential
SEIVIESSBIT MY .o

It plans to wage tough movement
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Ahsan Jewel, Quamrul Ah- AR FRAAR AN WY T 9
sa, Badal Khan, Shamim Ara gl bt T SRR
and others spoke at the rally.  afires ¢, ifraw Feivfery Rrme T

The rally was followed by wezfs wrfirs <6<y L3R AP ACHD
a protest procession that pa- @ EEEH Wit GF TSR @78 AT
raded through different city e e s <wa WEW, T A4

ment had placed the bill in
the to stop move-
ments by the labour rights
bodies in favour of their de-

mands.

Bangladesh Trade Union
Sangha president Chowd-
hury Ashikul Alam said that
according to the labour law
workers had rights to call
strike in favour of their de-
mands.

Labour leader Abdul
Kader Hawlader asked the
government to withdraw
the bill immediately, or else
they would go on a tougher
movement including strike
to compel the government to
withdraw the bill.

The SKOP will hold a

view exchange programme
with others labour rights
organisations on May 27 fo
finalise its next course of ac-
tions, he said. :
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Garments ‘Sramik Adhikar Andolan and Garment Sramik Trade Union Kendra hold a rally in front of
the GarmentWa@ Board office in the capital’'s Segunbagicha on Wednesday.

New wage

RMG Workers

demanded

ShﬁCurupuudem

TWO labour organisations
on Wednesday submitted
anmmnndummthagm-

of Tk 25,000 as minimum

a month for a RMG
mﬂ;mdapmstelm
The protesting leaders
said that it became difficult
for the garment werkers to
make both ends’ meet with

- Tk 8,000 a month especially

whenthepncesofessenna.ls

'li s
ranked second in RMG ex-

- ports but the workers have

beandqﬂmd.thsrelmse
added.

Garment Sramik Samhati
president Taslima Akhter
presided over the pmtest
event conducted by Gar-
ment Sramik Federation sec-
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The Bally Star
'Who will protect

the unprotected?

Immediately implement policy

regarding domestic workers

We are appalled by the news of torture of a 12-year-old
domestic worker in Jashore. She was reportedly subjected to
various forms of verbal and physical abuse at the hands of a
couple over a period of nine months. Unfortunately, the case
of the 12-year-old is one of countless such incidents that
showcase the inhumane conditions under which domestic
workers in our country are forced to work, in the absence of
a proper policy framework and lack of goodwill from relevant
stakeholders to implement concrete changes.

w Arecent study by the Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies
and Dnet revealed that domestic workers are subjected to
various forms of abuse, including sexual abuse (four percent),
physical abuse (21 percent), mental abuse (67 percent), and
verbal abuse (61 percent). But the sad reality is that an alarming
95 percent workers do not report any case of abuse. Many
struggling parents send their children to work as domestic
workers in the hopes that at least their meals will be covered,
which means-many don't have stable households to return to
and are forced to tolerate the torture. Additionally, they either
don’t know who to reach out to for support, or don't believe the
justice system can help someone in their economic position.

Domestic workers, constituting mostly women and
children, are considered one of the most vulnerable and
marginalised groups in our society. It is alarming that we do
not have any comprehensive law to protect them, other than
the Domestic Servants’ Registration Ordinance of 1961 which
states that domestic workers in five metropolitan areas of
Dhaka must register with the police. Although the Domestic
Worker Protection and Welfare Policy was formulated in 2015,
it is not legally binding, which may explain why we haven't seen
any real results yet. The stakeholders of this policy - domestic
workers, employers and law enforcers - are unaware that any
such policy exists. It is extremely disheartening to see that the
central monitoring cell, which was established three years ago
under the labour ministry to oversee implementation of the
policy, failed to convene a meeting even once during this time.

Meanwhile, the policy itself is not watertight. In fact, just
last year the High Court condemned the policy for being
“incomplete” and “vague” as it did not specify the amount
of compensation for victims of violations, payment method,
number of leave days, and appeal process for domestic workers
who were denied leave.

It is high time the government took urgent steps to address
the gaps in the policy, as suggested by the High Court, and
ensure that it is implemented in collaboration with relevant
stakeholders. It must also guarantee that law enforcement
and the legal system provide necessary services to domestic
workers if they are subjected to abuse. Meanwhile, NGOs and
rights activists should focus on raising awareness among
domestic workers regarding their rights and compensation.
The government should also focus on establishing a minimum
wage for domestic workers and sensitise law enforcement to
better handle such cases.
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