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Construction workers with no safety gear are huilding a footbridge over Dhaka-Aricha highway near Savar B
regulation, such unnecessary risk-taking is all too common in Bangladesh. Htes TR e e
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Ensure inspection
AT S A . & ; b [ ]
at all RMG factories
CPD findings a cause for concern
i ’

‘for workers’ safety
We are gravely concerned to learn that a significant number
of ready-made garment (RMG) factories in the country are
operating without any kind of safety inspection mechanism.
According to the latest findings of the Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), 856 RMG factories out of a total of 3,752 - nearly 23
percent — are operating outside the purview of the safety
inspection bodies that are currently active in Bangladesh. After
suffering so many casualties caused by workplace negligence in
our RMG sector over the years, this revelation not only comes
as a shock, but it also raises the question as to whether workers'
safety is losing its due priority in this sector.

According to our report, the uninspected factories are
exporting apparel products mainly to non-traditional markets
— i.e. not to the United States or the European Union, two
biggest markets of Bangladeshi RMG products - through
subcontracting. We want to know why and how these factories
managed to avoid regular inspections, and who will take
responsibility if and when a disaster takes place.

We are also alarmed by the finding that the factories that are
being inspected are not being monitored properly either. RMG
workers' safety - or the shocking lack thereof - in Bangladesh
grabbed global attention after the tragic Rana Plaza collapse
in 2013. Since then, through a number of initiatives, our RMG
sector made remarkable progress in improving workplace
safety, but it is evident that it still lacks sufficient monitoring
capacity to look after all the factories, Moreover, there are issues
with the way the existing monitoring bodies conduct factory
inspections. The number of inspections by the Department of
Inspection for Factories and Establishments (DIFE) in the RMG
sector, for example, decreased by almost 43 percent in FY2022,
compared to FY2021, with no clear indication as Lo why the
number declined so steeply. Then there are allegations of
lack of coordination between the inspection bodies and other
government agencies, lack of reliable data, underreporting of

incidents, etc.

This is simply unacceptable, Our RMG sector has grown
on the back of its workers, whose blood, sweat and tears have
earned us billions of dollars. The least we can do is ensure
that their safety is guaranteed through timely and thorough
inspections of their factories. Given the recent rise in workplace
accidents and deaths in our factories, it is more crucial now
out promptly and efficiently, and the inspection bodies are fully
equipped to ensure workplace safety in all our RMG factories. |
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ToeBaly Ste
realises after 15
years employee does
not do anything

at the head office for the last 15 years hg's mrhﬂg
donenothingall that time. -

The management of a biscuit fat:tmy

The employee, Hashem Kashem, ‘Q:W
promoted cight times in that period. compan
~ Asked what Hashem did, the company said
was the quality assurance manger, T

Two years ago, he éven got his Gwn person:
office, said a member of senior management who
wished to remain unnamed, for some reason, -
. “We are looking into it, and this is very new
information. 1 do not understand how this was
that he would be fred anyway, he opened up.

da, vt st vy g, | s

always made sure (0 be frowning, all the time.”
; glwas lE?imt that the company spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars on the loyee i
and benefits, & e
Another senior manager of the company
informed that they have decided to form a‘I{’ij;l{
W comumitiee to investigate the matler.
.r\IIPatpememﬂ be spared o get to the bottom
0?'1!;, he said, adding thar other senior man;
wa.I be on the committee, that will conduct the
investigation during a corporate retreat,
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Why do so many
migrants die
abroad?

The government must conduct
a second post-mortem for

‘unnatural deaths

As the number of our workers going to the Middle East in
search of employment increases every vear, so does the
number of their deaths. According to data from the Wage
Earners’ Welfare Board under the Ministry of Expatriate
Welfare and Overseas Employment, the dead bodies of 18,166
migrant workers arrived in the country between 2018 and
2022, Among them, more than 20 percent - 3, 698 of Lhem
- died in various. wrkplace related

fires, falling from buildings, electric shocks, road accidents,
etc, The rest, as cited by the authorities of the destination
countries, died of heart artacks, strokes, and other "natural”
causes. While such an alarmingly high number of migrant
worker deaths should have raised serious concern among
Bangladeshi authorities here and in the destination
countries, we have hardly seen them raise any questions in
this regard.

In the past few years, there have been ample reports in
the media revealing the inhumane conditions in which
Bangladeshi migrants have to work in the Gulf countries.
While the extremely high temperature in these countries
often takes a toll on their overall health, many develop
life-threatening discases which eventually cost them
their lives. The question is: if our workers die in the Gulf
countries, having been subjected to the brutal living and
working conditions, can the authorities in the destination
countries call these “natural” deaths? And what could be
their explanation for the deaths and torture of so many of
our female migrant workers in these countries, particularly
in Saudi Arabia? According to the Ministry of Expatriate
Welfare and Overseas Employment, the dead bodies of 404
women workers arrived in the country from the Gulf states
between 2020 and 2022, The death certificates of 227 stated
that they had died “natural” deaths. What is most curious is
that almost all of them were below 40 years of age and had no
prior health issucs before leaving the country. The families of
migrant workers have many unanswered questions about the
untimely deaths of their loved ones, but no one to turn to for
the answers.

We join the families and migrant rights activists in urging
the authorities to seriously investigate these cases. The
Refugee and Migratory Movements Research Unit (RMMRU)
has demanded that the government conduct a second
post-mortem in the cases of unnatural deaths, which the
government should seriously consider. It can no longer
turn a blind eye to the ever-increasing death toll and must
seriously engage with the destination countries to address
the precarious workplace conditions that are systematically
putting the health and well-being of Bangladeshi workers
at risk.

FRIDAY SEPI'EMBERS 2023
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Apparel
shipment to US
plunges 20%
in Jan-Jul

REFAYFT UIJ AH MIRDHA

Bangladesh'sapparel shlpments to theUS dechned
19.82 percent year-on-year in the January July
period this year in spite of a gradual improvement
in retail sales.

Though the US is Bangladesh's single largest
export destination, the drop has been recorded by
other countries as well, as American retailers are
still struggling to recover from the severe fallouts
of the pandemic and Russia-Ukraine war.

Shipment of garments from all over the world
to the US has been declining because of inflation
and bank interest remaining high in America over
the last three years for the pandemic and war.

However, retail sales in the US have also been
growing recently as inflation is cooling down,

For instance, the National Retail Federation
(NRF), the largest retail association in the US, in
August said retail sales reversed their downward
trend in July,

This was due to Amazon's Prime Day and major
promotions by other brands prompting increased
shopping while wapge increases gave consumers
more money (0 spend.

“July retail sales show consumers continue
to drive the cconomy through this period
of economic pressure with robust spendlng
supported by steady job growth and wage gains,”
said NRF President and CEO Matthew Shay.

“Retailers  remain focused on p
essential items at competitive prices for families
and students as we approach the end of an
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expected record back-to-
class shopping season,” he
said.

“Retail sales growth has
been slowing, but .July got
a midsummer boost fromni
special deal days offered
by multiple retailers,” said
NRF Chief Economist Jack
Kleinhenz.

The NRF in a statement
last month said overall
retail sales in July were up
0.7 percent from that in
June and up 3.2 percent
year-over-year.,

Clothing and clothing
accessory sales were up
1 percent month over
month and up 0.9 percent
year-over-year.

Among all other
competing countries,
Bangladesh’s exports (o
the US fared com paratively
better.

Garment shipment to
the US from China, the
world’s largest apparel
supplier, fell by 2875
percent vear-on-year (o
$9.12 billion in the January-
July period, according to
the Office of Textiles and
Apparel (OTEXA) under

the US Department of
Commerce.
Meanwhile, garment

shipments to the US from
Vietnam also  declined
by 24.76 percent to $8.21
billion, it said.

Overall garment imports

by American retailers and
brands registered a 22.28
percent negative growth
to stand at $45.74 billion, it
added.

The US work orders
are dwindling now as the
retailers and brands are not
running like that during
the pre-pandemic and pre
war era, said Kutubuddin
Ahmed, chairman of Envoy
Legacy, a leading garment
exporter to the US.

However, there is a
positive trend as retail sales
are picking up and in July
it grew by more than 3
percent, Ahmed said.

Denim  will perform
well in the US market in
the future as the retailers

Em Y

and brands are coming up
with work orders for denim
items, he said.

Similarly, AK Azad,
chairman and  chief
executive officer of Ha-
Meem Group, which ships
nearly 90 percent of its
garment products to the
US, said it would take the
next six months for there
to be a rebound in the US
markets for the shippers.

It is expected that a
significant  quantity of
the old unsold stock in
stores will be sold off in
the upcoming Christmas
period, he said.

The good sign is that
the prices of locally made
garment items going (0

Apparel shipment to US

the US have increased hy
1299 percent year-on-
year to $3.26 per unit this
year, said Faruque Hassan,
president of the Bangladesh
Garment ~ Manulfacturers
and Exporters Association.

This is due to Lhe
production of high value
added garment items
and prices of garment
items being adjusted 1o
the higher prices of raw
materials like cotton and
yarn, he said.

In 2023, work orders
globally have been coming
about slowly because of
the volatile economic
situation. But the situation
is improving gradually, he
added,

PHOTO: STAR/FILE

The drop in apparel shipment to the US has been recorded by other countries as well.

So, at the end of this year
the exports will not witness
a strong rebound (o the US,
Hassan said.

Mohammad Abdur
Razzaque, research
director of Policy Research
Institute, said Bangladesh
needs to rebuild its capacity
as there was a possibility of
the inflow of a huge volume

of work orders from the US
in the near future.
The energy and

production capacity should mlm m
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DSE plans to get green
garment factories listed =

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) is planning on
wooing garment factories which adopted
environment-friendly practices (o get listed
so that the opportunity to invest in good
stocks arises while the factories can diversify
their financing portfolio.

The premier bourse of the countryis going
to sign a memorandum of understanding in
this regard with the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA).

The DSE's board of directors already
approved the terms and conditions of the
Mo for it to be signed within this month.

"Under the MolJ, the BGMEA will inform
all its members about [acilities of the
stock market while we will take some joint
initiatives on promotional programmes,”
said M Shaifur Rahman Mazumdar, acting
managing director of the DSE.

“Our primary targel is to bring in the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) companies and gradually
we will try to attract other companies with
sustainable practices which have gained
reputation doing business for long,” he said.

Currently, Bangladesh is home 0 9 aut of
the 10 Lop *green” industrial units worldwide.

Being the global champion in LEED
certified factories, Bangladesh has 73

platinum rated garment units while another
113 are gold rated, 10 are silver rated and
four are just certified.

Platinum certification is the highest
category in the ranking system while gold
is the second highest and silver third. The
fourth category for industrial units is just
for meeting the minimum requirements.

“We will inform them how they can
offload shares and get several benefits of the
listing,” said Mazumdar.

Some entrepreneurs do not want to split
their ownership. In this case, the DSE will

‘advise them to raise funds by issuing green

bonds, he said.

The interest rate of the banks is much
higher so their costs will be lower if they
raise funds through bonds, Mazumdar
clarified.

There are some foreign investors who
are seeking sustainable bonds, so this can
play a positive role in bringing in foreign
investment in the country, he said.
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green companies
cn‘her to offload equity
or at least to issue green
bonds,” he added.

The DSE held a number
of meetings with the
BGMEA, a platform of
owners of the apparel
industry, in this regard.

In the July-August
period, the first two months
of the current liscal year,
apparel shipments, which
account for over 85 percent
of national exports, grew by
1246 percent year-on-year
to §7.99 billion, said EPB
data,

At present 58 companies
are listed in the textile
category with the DSE. Of
them, eight companies are
categorised as junk stocks
due to their lacklustre
performance,
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The Bafly S$tar
Third tea auction
centre launched
in Panchagarh

MD QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT

A new tea auction centre began operationsin Bangladesh’s
northwest bordering district of Panchagarh yesterday,
making it the third establishment of its kind following
the country's first in Chattogram and the second in
Sreemangal.

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi formally inaugurated
the centre through a ceremony held at the Panchagarh
Government Auditorium.

Following the inaugural ceremony, brokers started

their bidding activities via a virtual platform.
.. Initially, 15 bidders vied for purchasing processed tea
of Supreme Tea Ltd. Chowdhury Enterprise placed the
highest bid during the fixed two-minute bidding session,
buying 200 kilogrammes (kgs) of the product for Tk 543
per kg.

During the inaugural ceremony, Munshi said the aim
of setting up a new auction centre would be fulfilled only
after growers are ensured fair prices for their raw tea
leaves.

“We set up the auction centre so that growers are not
made anyone's puppet by being forced to sell their leaves
at reduced prices,” he added.

Local tea growers were previously compelled Lo sell
their produce for Tk 15 per kg, which was lower than the
Tk 18 per kg fixed by the Panchagarh District Tea Leaves
Price Fixation Commillee.

“If they continue to face the same situation, one day the
production of Lea leaves will be suspended here,” Munshi
said.
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The commerce minister also pointed out that factory
owners should care about the interests of growers.
“So, we will not support it if vou want to deprive growers

of fair prices,” he added.

For example, some tea processing factories deduct
as much as 50 percent of the total weight of tea leaves
brought in by farmers citing high levels of moisture

content.

“But this is completely unacceptable. No one should try
to benefit from the hapless position of growers,” Munshi

said.

Among others, Railway Minister Advocate Nurul Islam

Sujan, Lawmaker  of
Panchagarh-1  Majharul  Haque
Prodhan and Senior Secretary of
Commerce Ministry Tapan Kanti
Ghosh spoke at the event.

The eveni was chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner of Panchagarh
Md Jahurul Islam.

At least 12,079 acres of land
are under tea cultivation across
five northern districts, namely
Panchagarh, Thakurgaon, Nilphamari,
Lalmonirhat and Dinajpur.

Last year, a total of about 178
crore kgs of processed tea worth
Tk 260 crore were produced [rom

>8

plain land tea gardens, accounting
for 19 percent of overall cultivation
in the country, as per data of the
Bangladesh Tea Board.

Tea cultivation in the flatlands of
Panchagarh began in the late 1990s
thanks to effective directives from
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina along
with the favourable weather and soil
conditions. i

However, tea cultivation soon
expanded to other nearby districts:
In the last two decades, the northern
region including Panchagarh and
Thakurgaon have emerged as the
second largest tea producing area
after Chattogram and Sylhet.
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Bangladesh CaNiz,.
export $6b RMG made
from recycled yarn

Experts say at a seminar

S'[AR. BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh can export $6 blI]lOl:l worth of garment items if it can locally
process the 400,000 tonnes of recycled yarn and fabrics the local garment
makers produce every year, experts said today.

They shared the data at a seminar on “Switch to upstream circularity
dialogue: pre-consumer textile waste in Bangladesh” held at the Amari
Hotel in Dhaka.

Garment exporters, researchers and senior government officials also
attended the event organised under the Switch to Circular Economy
Value Chains project (SWITCH2CE) in collaboration with Chatham House,
Circle Economy and European Investment Bank.

At the event, the apparel manufacturers also want a ban on export of
clothing wastages.

The exporters said they want to make garments from the wastes as the
European nations - the major markets for Bangladesh—are making a law
for importing apparels made from recycled yarn.

The recycled yarn and fabrics will create the next opportunity for
Bangladesh as the international retailers and brands are preferring
clothing items made from recycled yarn, said Faruque Hassan, president
of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA).

Moreover, making of garment items from recycled yarn will also help
Bangladesh in obtaining the GSP Plus facility in the European Union (EU)
aSthose gaﬁhmuwnmwoummmm guideli nes; he said.

M Masrur Reaz, chairman of Policy Exchange Bang adesh, stressed
che need for taking a holistic vision, which provides direction, clarity
and stance of the country in terms of circularity for utilising the new
apportunity.

Vidiya Amrit Khan, director of the BGMEA, said the circularity is going
o be new normal of the garment industry o address the issues about
sustainability, traceability and climate change.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury, chair of the parliamentary standing
committee on the ministry of environment, forest and climate change
and special envoy to the pnme minister for climate change; Bernd
Spanier, deputy head of mission of the delegation of European Union
to Bangladesh; Mark Draeck, chief technical adviser on SWITCH2CE
at UNIDO, and Holly Syrett, director of impact programmes and

) sustamabllltv at Global Fashmn Agenda also spoke

s |




ESSENTIAL SERVICES BILL WITHDRAWAL

Labour leaders warn of tougher
movements if demand unmet

Staff Cnnqmdun

LABOUR leaders on Sunday
at a protest rally in Dhaka,
called on the Awami League
gom-nmamtnwithdmwthe
essential services bill-2023,
whichwmplacedmthepar—
liament on April 6.

- MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2023, BHADRA 27, 1430 BS

—

The government was g}-_'garhament,theywm'lﬁ
ing to enact the law to seize:
the rights of the wmkﬂ'w ’Oikya Parishad, Bangaldesh
holding strikes to press their Sarak Paribahan Sramik
demands, labour leaders said. Federation and Bangladesh
- The leaders would wage Noujan Sramik Federation
tougher movements against jointly organised the rally
the government if the bill in front the National Press
was not withdrawn from the Club to press the demands

Sramik

of withdrawal of the bill,

of SKOP Nurul Amin, the

B: J] "

Leaders of the organisations
also demanded Tk20,000 per
month as pational minimum
wage and implementation of
nine point demands of the
SKOB a platform of 14 labour
rights bodies.

Chaired by joint convener

| ]

others.

Journalists share fear of delayed
wage, ]Ob insecurity

StaﬁConespnndml

wu:kmgﬁ Dhaha’tnd:s—

cussion expressed - con-
cerns over delay in payment
of their wages or salaries, job
security and a culture of fear.
They also voiced concerns
over, among other issues, in-
secumyatummofmlactmu
policies or lack of safety mech-
anisms, lack of insurance pol-
icy, safeguarding issues faced
by women journalists at their
warkplaces, partial imple-
mentation of the Wage Board,
and lack of logistics and safety
equipment, according to a
press release by Article19.
~ Article19, an internation-
dlhumanﬂghts sation
globally active for freedom

ofmmandthaﬂak
to information,

" a roundtable discussion i’h

collaboration with Free Press
Unlimited with the decision
makers of media houses, in-
cluding owners, senior, edi-
tors, editors and journalists
of both print and electronic
media. The discussion high-
lighted the importance of
having insurance packages
at the workplace as a com-
ponent of enhancing safety
and security of journalists.

Faruq Faisel, regional di-
rector of Article 19 South
Asia, called on the decision-
makers of the media houses
to respond positively about
insurance facilities for jour-
nalist community.

Elisabet Cantenys, execu-
tive director of ACOS Al-

liance, a coalition of major
S s
lancers, joined the session
online as a keynote speaker
and shared her experiences

on the best practices in the
world where media houses
offer affordable insurances
to journalists within and
outside the workplace.
Senior journalist Naimul
Islam Khan said Bangladeshi
journalists face physical and
legal threats and majority of
media houses have no prop-
&r insurance coverage.
Ayesha Kabir, head of the
English version of Prothom
Alo online, said it would be
highly beneficial for journal-
ists if they can access the
advice expert insurance con-

sultants who might gmde }lennas

them to avail appropriate
insurance packages.
Shafigul Alam, bureau
chief of Agency France-
Presse, said they should
incorporate the insurance
companies in the discussion
about initiating short-term
customised needs.
Johannes Roelof Nieuwen-
huijse, senior programme
coordinator of Free Press Un-
limited, and Rumky Earhana,
senior programme officer at
Article 19 Bangladesh and
South Asia, Sajjad Sharif,
executive editor of the daily
Prothom Alo, SM Akash,
head of news of Deepto Tel-
evision, Israt Jahan Urmi,
senior correspondent of DBC
News, also shared than-axpe-

F

rally was addressed by la-
bour leaders Razequzzaman
Ratan, Osan Ali, Saifuzza-
‘man Badsha, Naimul Ahsan
Jewel, Quamrul Ahsan, Bad-
al Khan, Nur Mohammad
Akond, Azizun Nahar and
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Workers cry
for justice as

cases pile up

Solamain Salman

THOUSANDS of workers
have long been awaiting jus-
tice as the country’s labour
courts and labour appellate
tribunal are burdened with a
backlog of 24,007 cases.

The litigants are facing
immense suffering' due to '
the unusual delay in settling
the cases, while the procras-
tination is also consuming

| warkers’ valuable time, en-

‘ergy, and money.

‘According to the Bangla-
desh Labour Act, 2006, cases
should be dispm‘ed:uf with-

in 60 days. If the cases can- |

not be disposed of within 60

days, the court can extend-

the deadline for another 80

days with a valid reason.
However, sufferers al-

leged that there was a rare

example of finishing 4 trial

in any labour case within

the stipulated 150 days.
Rslated people - urged

~the consequenc-
es for failing to resolve the .

| cases within the stipulated

time, as the law did not spe-
cifically state what would
happen if the case was ndt
settled on time, ;
A worker needs a day’s
leave from the em.ployer to
attend a hearing in a labour
court, which creates prob-
Iems fm workers in their
 ioo, workers said.
"~ Court officials and law-
yers said that the workers’
cases are stuck with the la-

‘a chairman and two mem- ing lhe

bers, one representing the

workers and the other repre- |

senung the employers.

Kamal Pasha, a former |

sscunty guard of Jessore
- Jute Industries Ltd, has been
waiting for justice for over
11 years since filing a case
, with a Khulna labour court
in 2012, seeking his dues of
Tk 5 lakh from the jute com-

pany. ;

Kamal has yet to get the
dues he claimed from the
authorities concerned. The
labour court gave a verdict
in favour of Kamal in the
case, but his employer au-
thorities filed a petition with
the Labour Appellate Tribu-
nal in Dhaka, challenging
the verdict. .

Later, the appellate tribu-
nal delivered the verdict on

_ December 2, 2014, in favour

of Kamal, but the authori-
ties again filed two separate
writ petitions with the High

Court, challenging the ver-
-dict, which was also rejected
" after the Hearing.

Finally, Jute Industries
lodged a

leave-to-appeal

such s ;
also wom&d about my
h.ealﬂ:.aslmayhaveahaart
due to the tension of
%Kﬂmﬂl : ¥
1 need to travel to at-

13"?-& and
sition fees to run the
Amin told | NawAgg

makes
hmsiﬂs workers in court,’

bour courts year after year, tend court sessions while I
smostly due to unnecessary have to spend a handsome
time pelitions repeatedly amount of money to run
filed by employers’ lawyers, the case,” said Kamal, who
an inadequate number of iscurrently working at Jatio
courts, the frequent absence Jute Mills Ltd in Sirajganj.
of labour court members Amirul Haque Amin,
from court proceedings, and president of the National
owners challenging lower Garment Workers Federa-
court verdicts with the up- tion, observed that at least
percourts. five to six years were need-
A labour court consists of €d to settle.a labour Gﬂ&ﬁ,

———

‘I don't understand what
authorities enjoy

the labour lmdar said urg

af Mﬁpm in ﬁmhua, w&o
worked as a mechanic man-
ager in a company named
‘Fine Craft Limited’ in Ari-
cha, was fired from the job
on Seplember 16, 2009.

Later, he filed a case
with the Dhaka: First La-
bour Court on January 4,
2010, seeking arrears and
other allowances from the
company.

On September 8, 2011,
the court, in a verdict, pr-
dered the company to pay
Tk 1.20 lakh to Saif Uddin,
but the company has yet to
pay the dues.

He also filed a criminal
case against the company
on March 7, 2012, for diso-
beying the court’s judge-
ment.

Saif Uddin, who lives in
a rented house in Gazipur
along with his wife, three
daughters, and one son,
said, ‘I am facing a lot of
troubles due to the finan-
mal crisis. But I hope I will
" get my dues one day.’

The country has 13
labour cour - three in
Dhaka, two in Ghattﬂgmm,
and-one each in Rajshahi,

Khulna, Barishal, Sylhet,

Rangpur, Gazipur, Cumilla,
and Narayanganj. The La-
bour Appellate Tribunal is
also based in Dhaka,
According to the regis-
trar’s office of the Labour
Appellate Tribunal, out of
a total of 24,007 pending
casas 1,494 are pending

with the appellate tribu-

S W —we
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nal, 8,248 with the Dhaka
first court, 7,138 with the
Dhaka second court, 4,239
with the Dhaka third court,
1,699 with the Chattogram
first court, 689 with the
Chattogram second court,
159 with the Khulna cotirt,
and 133 with the Rajshahi
court, 54 cases with the
Rangpur court, 83 cases
with the Sylhet court, and
71 cases with the Barishal
court,

The labour courts in
Gﬂdp“r: C.umﬂla, and
Narayanganj  launched
their operations only re-
cently.

Data also showed that
a total of 19,609 cases
are pending for over six
months, 3,078 for over
three manths, and 1 320jur

~ more than one mnnth
The registrar’s office
keeps records of pending
cases only in three catego-
. Ties - over one month, over
mmﬂiﬂ and over six
months. So, if a case re-
mains peudingfuroverana
year, it ialla into the over-

Court ofﬂcmls ‘said that
most cases are fmm the ap-
parel sector and are relatsd
to disputes Busmg out of
layoffs, dismissals, re-
trenchments, non-payment
and delay in payment of
wages and other benefits,
mmpansabon for work-
place injuries, and viola-
tions of trade union rights.

Labour Court Bar Asso-
ciation president Raﬁqul
Islam said that the

mant Sh!?tlld_TOIm a spe-
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Export potentlal
$22.5b for |
non-RMG

products:

Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESH has an ad-
ditional export potential of
$22.5 billion for non-read-
ymade garment products to
the European Union, said a
recent study.

The study conducted by
the Research and Policy In-
tegration for Development,
Bangladesh also showed
that the country’s RMG ex-
ports Lo the EU could reach

up to $60 billion by 2030 if

the country move towards
non-cotton fibre.

RAPID = Bangladesh on
/ Monday shared the report

at an event held at Hotel Six
Seasons in the city,

_ ‘Bangladesh has the po-
tential to explore more mar-
kets to the EU if it can di~
versify the products within
the garment items,” said Mo-
hammad Abdur Razzaque,
chairman of RAPID, a pri-
vate think tank.

Razzaque key
findings of the study.on ‘Ex-
ploring export diversification
opportunities in the Europe-
an Union', shﬂm'ng that the
country’s share in cotton fibre

garment to the EU is 34.7 per
cent and china’s share in he

_same products in the same

market is only 14.9 per cenlL.
"He also projected that
Bangladesh's apparel exports
to the EU td'rise to $46 bil-
lion to $60 billion by 2030.

Senior commerce Sec-
retary Tapan Kanti Ghosh
said although Bangladesh
exports comprise diversified
products but readymade gar-
ment still dominates.

EU Ambassador to Bang-
ladesh Charles Whilely re-
marked thal product diversi-
fication within the garment
sector is important.

=8

]_ ]
|
|

Fman(:lal Express

study

Frldayl September 15, 2023

DSE, BGMEA sign
deal to bring
RMG exporters to
capital market

FE REFORT

The Dhaka bourse inked an agrecement with the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters

. Association (BGMEA) on Thursday to provide financing

solutions to 202 green ready-made garment factories.

It has made the move in its long-standing effort to bring
more fundamentally strong companies to the capital mar-
ket while big RMG exporters has started looking for alter-
natives to bank loans and expensive foreign debts.

Under the agreement, the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
will sit with 50 top exporters in October to assess their fund
requirement and the financing solutions that they would
need.

Citing that 13 out of top 15 global green factories are sit-
vated in Bangladesh, BGMEA President Faruque Hassan
said, "The deal will play a vital rofe in financing the green
factories."

The DSE has been striving to bring green RMG factories
to the capital market either through an initial public offer-
ing (IPO) or through the issuance of bonds.

Earlier, DSE officials said the branding of green factories
and top exporters would be enhanced through their engage-
ment with the capital market. |

They said the green companies had the ppportunity of
getting sustainable investment solutions as the number of
investors, who would prefer investing in environment-
friendly businesses, was on the rise. '

Talling to officials of some green factories, the FE had
learnt that green factories need funds to meet operational
and maintenance expenses as foreign debts has become
costlier than before for the devaluation of the taka against
the dollar.

Moreover, the Green Transformation Fund (GTF) that
the central bank used to provide is no longer available.

Many companies are keen on raising funds by issuing
green bonds as such investment tools offer a fixed repay-
ment method unlike loans from banks.

Chairman of the sh Securities and Exc
Commission (BSEC) Prof Shibli Rubayat Ul Islam said
that if LEED certified platinum rated RMG manufacturers
came up with proposals for IPOs or bonds, the regulator
would give its approval in the shortest time possible.

Bangladesh has 63 platinum rated garment companies,
the highest in the world.

i
 mufazzal fe@gmail. com —
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HRW exposes weaknesses
in RMG social audits

FE REPORT

The social audits and certifications that
brands and retailers use are 'totally' inade-
quate to monitor and respond to threats to
workers trying to organise independent
unions in Bangladesh, Human Rights
Watch (HRW) alleged.

Most audit reports either Dbarely
addressed the issue of freedom of associa-
tion, or in some cases, recycled stock lan-
guage as part of auditor findings on free-
dom of association from other factories'
audit reports, the international rights group
headquartered in New York said on
Thursday in an analysis on standard social
audit reports of garment factories in
Bangladesh.

Citing its previous research, the HRW
said standard social audits present greater
risks for labour abuses being under-detected
or undetected, especially for issues like dis-
crimination and harassment, forced labour,
child labour, and freedom of association.

The seriousness of these shortcomings

assumes more importance in the aftermath.

of the June 2023 killing of Shahidul Islam,
an independent labour union leader, in
Bangladesh, it said in a statement.

Mr Islam was allegedly killed as he was
leaving a factory operated by Prince
Jacquard Sweater Ltd after trying to medi-
ate on behalf of garment workers over non-
payment of wages and Eid bonus, it said,
adding the factory had undergone audits
under two commonly used social audit sys-
tems-amfori and Sedex.

"Islam's killing is a chilling reminder of
the dangers facing independent labor union
leaders," the statement said quoting Aruna
Kashyap, associate corporate accountabili-
ty director at HRW.

"Brands and suppliers should not rely on
social audits and certifications as they are
woefully inadequate, particularly in pre-
venting violence and harassment of work-
ers seeking to form or join independent
labor unions," she noted.

Bangladesh authorities should ensure
that an independent and thorough investi-
gation is conducted to hold accountable all
those involved in directing, planning, and
executing the attack.

The HRW released an analysis of 40

It says most of the
audit reports largely
 ignore freedom of |

social audit reports of garment factories in
Bangladesh provided by a European cloth-
ing brand in 2018.

Brands and retailers globally should
revamp how they monitor workers' rights to
freedom of association in factories from
which they source, added the statement,

"Yellow unions" are set up or controlled
by employers and violate workers' right to
freedom of association under international
labour rights law, it alleged adding they
have been used to thwart workers' efforts to
organize independent unions, an increasing
problem in Bangladesh.

The failure of the Bangladesh authorities
and garment manufacturers to curb abuses
in the rights of independent labour unions
to operate, connected to the prowth of "yel-
low unions," has contributed to the vio
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and harassment of -indepetident labour w1 wy| fKE3 1959 GUHY UM TR
unions and workers, it said, ol WE @ WYET AEEe win e

Brands typically rely upon standard frfrera Ragsria v TR T
social audit or certification programmes. =g w1 taw @92 | (T 0 TG
These are private inspections of work sites g fimem @32 SwrEEE FHwr 9l
usually conducted by audit firms to assess ez v 3% siFe @™
compliance with their codes of conduct, qiemrr =fis @O oW TwmwE 3030
including labour standards. TR T TOTR o A AT SFg 919s

~ "Such inspections are conducted over a (arErE)

few days and typically paid for by brands or feSsym #1%6% eqvea WAED FHCATED
suppliers, with workers interviewed inside weS(SRRFE Gty P 2 e,
factory premises, which is not a safe space o7 =iz $SfmeE coe & e
for workers to speak candidly about their Geag AR @ 4w T senee
working conditions. These audit reports are =53 e el i, 9 e g
not published," it added. 3 VEREESE AEieE TN W2 S

Citing Prince Jacquard Sweater factory's sog figs =w1 cmbs 3B 75 IET <2
audit reports, it said that the audits had xfimrg o ARwwm: s TRl ey Tred
detected some wage-related problems. 74| -

Sedex and amfori should publish the wrs wme = w3, %W FE5H U ok
social audit reports of Prince Jacquard wim =ff 23rma oo ances AEaEE 9
Sweater Ltd. and commit to revising their s =infe *rReET 86 TriEs uRs
policies to publish all social audit reports in fyeisy forams ewn warE afms Heste
a searchable database, HRW said. =4 Thmer s SemE e 59 T
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: TN W (S0 B o




m%mwmmﬂ?
maﬁvaﬂawz_ww.w e




ﬁai\‘_ﬂ 3q 7 3039 1

| 82 ol Bk b il Mlnle) W g 2 IBlplle 100 U ks (Blle SM Wb, | B 102k BAUBEME Willlh EEbpia R3-R08 Bldhllo SbbIbin
[Blhlin 10109 24 SRl Siodel belbiw |l : i, 7 R W Beyd ol gk ) (b BB 220 qpin [ ZORIE Jo2lpke

lal: Biel2) Bl (Bl 2 B Dl OJlikb| Sl5
EEE%E% Elp b | 2229 Bl

B im0 o MG | BT, ﬁ?ﬁmm&_._.

Uil o) bl BOalG) YbB ois2s . e A 2l B) L0k 1ZIklS Ml 169 QIO (1v & _

5leB Bl B{B BiS: ki) Blo. | kEls] ZIAD ‘ei) b8 B %fﬁwﬂg%@#ﬁ% | [Blle dldin Blil3lelsla
© | MG LBl | e kBl BB beblalekn kel i) Qllibb| Al 182k k) B Bl k59% B0 G0l (ielika) ;

B kb Gkl $I0) Blbhin Be &l babm - " 128E b7 Sbln 1alblk Db) 22k

B Dbl Le |Ell: 1S Ricli | lie koSl B kol
K213} blely SURIR | G4 1410 12 SIolb-lie Bladls)
LAY Lo Gl Q0BG QBE Bib 09k biedk)
2lbld M) BIIGE) Blo [elelta BIER Qlle Ris |5

Ml kL LBOB | 715 49) F0%lile 0 bl B [plle
1) Bb| Blbd lude blibdl MGk bl
1Bk, ‘el 18] Ikls LEEY Ble6 BN BUlbklR
Lol | Ble fote|led, (Bl 20001k lejo: 0O (0 ffe | lazfz
Al Lk fela o) | Bl @ BlIBE BoIR alles@ Ledih) 5 Bikelelle Bl | tola] BlESJs 1o6b) 2
shla e B 1BBSIF | dhelle] Ba(b] EEE Bliielle: Bk | +olEbIa 9B {hd> [ielin $BY GBS _
BlUGI, BlElle, ‘eiodl blulolz blklp Blb] Blas) leQerlle BElGle  glisld) gl le |k KIBle) BEb Qlle Pfel) GOl S

. ke Bk ) 12 55 llidl) BRIBle Blelolhll) GG | 1Bl EDUSK | k) B DI LGlle Dirkelln LabE) Ble ;
B ESYR bkl || 150 6 RIS Bllok S5l kR Blpl ‘Sl K2 b [Z55 Blid)islikie 3ajp) Eliclie Elld |kl 129 Kibla el Ble Blio lelln £
225 hibdlle )M |l bEllls BE] GE B0l Bl B Slalle 120l) blUch) bltlGleds ElElle shRbIb] 10 | BB Qb Ex [Zk bh Bl 193 (b $07% :
g Bl QD |02l 2414 EIglb ik Eiic BUE DMl S)baDhile Shil bple Slbhe BOJMMR Bl bob) BlIGRI | 510 i Hllbblé kbl ;
fedelle, J90le) Dalle B@IRD WO bl) Qllikeb] BRISE) |20 i § fabln LOlblEID $4s | KBSk A6 Al Elbla [LbilE) ik Ribla Bl6 ;
122l LES) Bkl kog|bli) Bl D) ol Bl [l . EIE0) QI bodlie RSOX Elob (a2 BNYRbY | edIle gkl B3|LbIls) BRI Bldlls Susk | el
| BBl Leglblit) itk BIEOE 09160 2Bk 1610 T 8 8] blskils BBl RlaltPish Wlalilb ik ©Qlle BB bicliin il (j2letoB) elob)




v )sm

B s o e




S

Tropicana Tower, (4th floor) 45, Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000

A green-compliant one,
Bangladesh has reasons
to feel discriminated

CIIS Piey

~ The Financial Express

Monday, September 18, 2023
Ashwin 3, 1430 BS: Rabiul Awwal 2, 1445 Hijri

Greener RMG mdustry

pliance by garment manufacturers and exporters in developing
countries, the prerequisite has been a subject of unease. The
monitors belong to the club of global bigwigs in the clothing and fash-
ion industry. The countries under watch include Bangladesh. One of
the largest manufacturers and exporters in the world, the country is
now in a transition phase of emerging green. As the requirement is
tied to the readymade garments (RMG) factories' manufacture of the
clothing products and their export, the country attaches great impor-
tance to the issue. Trade experts, however, underscore the imperative
of some harmonisation standards regarding the green RMG factories.
Many of them have been able to gain preliminary access to industri-
alisation by utilising the sector. The observations were made by pan-
elists at a working session of the WTO (World Trade Organisation)
Public Forum 2023 in Geneva on September 14, It was titled 'Green
trade measures and their development implications: a focus on the tex-
tiles and clothing global value chain'. Obviously, the focus of the ses-
sion was on the urgent need for addressing the emerging global climate
- achieving net-zero point on carbon emissions in the
RMG sector. Taking part in the session as a panelist, Dr Fahmida
Khatun, executive director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
observed that the export-oriented textiles and readymade garment sec-
tor was an important driving force for Bangladesh economy as "it is a
source of employment generation and foreign exchange eaming
Bangladesh has already taken different types of steps | for greening the
 textiles and. clothing industry, she told
the session about the transition. There
are, however, drawbacks which impede
the setting up of green factories, includ-
ing disparate standards set by global
brands that do the marketing. In course

EVER since the start of mmitonngth: extent of greening com-

against notwithstanding § . ner deliberations, Dr Fahmida goes
the fact that it boasts the { to thg roots c:if z]; feeé:;ng lof ;idis;o&raﬁi
P ment' caused by the lea 0
best and highest number § yangs adoption of different standards
Of green RMG fac‘tories for similar kinds of clothing items.

That the confusing situation prevail-
ing among the cynical quarters in the textiles and clothing item export-
ing countries will lead to a series of disillusionments is implied. Many
even might call the lopsided definition of greening and environment-
friendliness an instance of double standard. It doesn't bode well. It
might dampen the drive for export of many fast developing RMG
manufacturing countries. Bangladesh's share in the global clothing
export market stood at 7.90 per cent in the last year compared to 6.40
per cent in 2021, statistics available with the WTO show. Bangladesh
retained the second position in the clothing export, preceded by China
and followed by Vietnam on the global market in 2022.

A Senior Research Fellow with ODI (Overseas Development
Institute) in her presentation at the WTO session touched upon the
policies and measures taken by three countries -- Bangladesh, Kenya
and Vietnam - to make the textile and clothing industries greener.
According to her, as there is no market-led path to environmental and
social upgrading, public policy frameworks are the key. The new green
trade initiative is an opportunity to get upgraded environmentally,

- Bangladesh and Vietnam have already shown some primary advance-

ment in this regard. Textile waste lately emerged as a problem. As an
expert in trade strategy has observed, in the name of second-hand
market of clothing, there is a trend of dumping textile and clothing
waste mostly from developed countries into the developing ones. A
green-compliant one, Bangladesh has reasons to feel discriminated

against notwithstanding the fact that it boasts the best and highest

number of green RMG factories.
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Shahin Akhter

FREQUENT road crashes,
indiscipline, and chaos in
the transport sector contin-
ue to go on amid the lax im-
plementation of the much-
talked-about Road Transport
Act 2018, even though five
vears have elapsed since the
law was enacted.

The government enacted
the law in the wake of a
countrywide student pro-
test in 2018 to ensure road
safety. .

However, the situation
remained unchanged and,
in some cases, aggravated,
said road safety experts and
aclivists.

Huge numbers of vehicles
without fitness, unlicensed
drivers, and the increased
presence of unauthoﬁsed

vehicles have contributed
to the aggravating situation;
they said, blaming the disre-
gard for the law for it. .

Jatiya Sangsad passed
‘the Road Transport Bill on

‘September 19, 2018, replac-

ing the Motor Vehicles Or-
dinance 1983 in the wake of

student protests following the

killing of two coﬂegestudents
by a reckléss bus in Dhaka in
July of the same year, -

Soon after the enactment
of the law, transport work-
ers enforced strikes in dif-
ferent districts, prompting
the government to form a
three-member committes,
comprising home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan, law
minister Anisul Hug, and
railways minister Nurul
Islam Sujan, to submit rec-
ommendations for amend-

Road sa

of the law, mostly to reduce
punishments, though the
amendment had yet to be

implemented. o

Bangladesh Trans-
port Authority chairman
Nur Mchammad Mazumder
told New Age on Sunday
that amendments could be
made in the final session of
Jatiya Sangsad in October,
subject to the approval of
cabinet. -

Nirapad Sarak Chai for

founder and chairman Iigs
Kanchan noted that the law

ety still elusive

was implemented one year
after enactment and that it
took four years to frame the
rules of the law.

‘Now there is a plan for
amending the law. If the
plan gets approved, the safe-
ty situation on the roads will
become severs,’ he said.

Supreme Court 1|

awyer
and Road Safety Foundation ago

vice president Jyotirmoy
Barua said that the positive

changes that were expected
passengers and pedes-
trians after the law was en-
acted did not come.

ments to the law.

The new Jaw came inta
effect on November 1, 2019,
more than 13 monlhs after it
was passed.

However, the le_lw was
not  implemented  until
2021, as authorities could
not determine punishment
for breaches of the law and
the Covid-19 situation, said
Md Shahabuddin Khan, ad-

FIVE YEARS OF ROAD TRANSPORT ACT

Road safe

ditional inspector general of

the Highway Police.

Four years after the enact-
ment of the law, the govern-

ment issued a circular final-

ising the rules of the law on
December 27, 2022.

H did little to reduce fatal
accidents,

Atleast 2,589 people were
killed and 2,308 injured in
2,880 road crashes until July

this year, acoordmg to Bang

 Dhaka, Monday, September 18, 2023, Ashwin 3, 1430 e e
“

ty still elusive

ladesh Police data.

Professor Md Hadiuzza-
man, former director of the
Accident Research nstitule
of the Bangladesh Universi-
ty of Engineering and Tech-
nology, said that as the law
was yet o be fully imple-
mented, road safety could
nol be ensured.

‘No- changes have come
on the roads regarding safety
and discipline situations,” he
said,.

He said thal; the govern-
ment only developed infra-
structure, bul these infra-
structures remained unsafe
as safe traffic management,
drivers, and vehicles could
not be ensured. -

In 2021, transport own-
ers and workers proposed
amendments to 30 sections

Highway Police
_Shahabuddln claimed that
they regularly take action
against people who violate
the law.

In July, the pohce filed
31,000 cases under the law;
he said, adding that monthly for
cases were between 10,000
and 12,000 even six months

‘We can't say that the law
has been implemented 100
per-cent. But it would be an
understatement to say the
law was not implemented at
all. We kept trying to imple-

ammamaﬂs&fe@anddhm
cipline in the road transport
sector, ‘Nur Mohammad,
m:gadalltofollowthelaw

come forward to impmvn
the situation on the mads

he said.

According to BRTA, a
total of 20,411 people were
killed in thousands of road"
accidents between 2{]13 and

2022.
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LEED-certified RMG factories hit 202

Two more factories have been certified by the
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) with both
receiving Gold rating and thus taking the total
number of LEED factories to 202 in the country,
reports BSS.

Out of the number, 73 earned the prestigious
Platinum rating, 115 Gold and 10 silver rating.

In 2022, Bangladesh had the highest number of

factories being LEED certified in a single year,
said BGMEA president Faruque Hassan in a
statement,

He said with 30 factories receiving LEED certi-
fication 2022, 15 were Platinum and 15 Gold cer-
tified. Fast forward to August 2023, another 20
factories have earned this coveted recognition in
eight months of this year, with 13 achieving the
esteemed Platinum rating and seven attaining the
Gold rating.

Faruque said Bangladesh's RMG industry
reached the landmark of 200 LEED certified fac-
tories by USGBC last month while the country
made a distinction being the home to 13 of 15
globally highest-rated LEED Green Factories.

"Among these, one stands out as the highest-
rated LEED Green Factory globally. 500 more
factories are in the pipeline to get r.he certification
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as its happening gradually," he said.

The BGMEA president said Bangladesh's
RMG industry has made all-out efforts with com-
mitment and determination to become sustainable
in every respect, especially in the workplace safety,
workers wellbeing and environmental areas.

"The unparalleled green transformation is a tes-
tament of our visionary entrepreneurship show-
ing resilience, flexibility, mindset toward positive
changes and capability to adapt," he added.

He said this international recognition not only
highlights the dedication, but also showcases the
country's potennal as a leader in sustainable man-
ufacturing practices.

"The perception about the industry among the
global community has changed significantly,” he
said, adding that Bangladesh is no more known as
a producer of basic items and workplace hazards.

In the past decade, the garment manufactures
laid a strong foundation in workplace safety,

transparency and developing an ecosystem to sup- '

port growth. The BGMEA in this regard has
taken a strategic vision 2030 which is firmly root-
ed in sustainability involving economic, social
and environmental priorities.

"We're making our association, BGIMEA, asa
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futuristic organisation. We established a Center
for Innovation, Center for Efficiency and Center
for OSH to foster innovation in every segment of
the trade," he said.

Faruque said the BGMEA has also established
the Textile Technology Business Center (TTBC),
an offspring of the Partnership for Cleaner Textile
{PaCT) project that serves as a knowledge hub on
resource efficiency, and business-to-business link-
ages with local and international technology sup-
pliers.

It helps the factories to decarbonise and adopt
resource efficiency measures to reduce climate
footprint. "We established Responsible Business
Hub Unit in BGMEA to strengthen the capacities
of our manufacturers to adapt and comply with
the globally emerging due diligence. We're estab-
lishing a digital data platform to baseline and
monitor improvements of ESG practices at facto-
ries," he continued.

Faruque said a number of international cus-
tomers visited Bangladesh with topmost delegation
from their organisations recently. "They expressed
their deep satisfaction on the progress we made and
informed their position to further grow sourcing
from Bangladesh," he added.
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Set up breastieeding
corners at workplaces
Says HC in full verdict

-

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday released the full text of a verdict
underscoring the need for setting up “infant feeding
centres” at all relevant establishments and public places,
including RMG factories, within a reasonable period of
time.

Fvery garment factory, having a strength of more than
40 female workers, should set up breastfeeding corners,
the HC observed.

“A child needs to be breastfed for two vears. Needless to
observe that many of such lactating mothers are engaged
in services or husinesses, either in government or in the
private sectors, Therefore, it is of paramount importance
that necessary arrangements should be made at all such
relevant establishments and public places including
shopping malls, bus terminals, train stations, steamers, or
launch ghats to enable the mothers to feed their children
as and when necessary without going through hassle or
agony”, the HC said in the full text of verdict.

The IIC delivered the verdict on this issue on April 2
this year, following a writ petition filed by Advocate Ishrat

- feeding of infants by their
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Hasan, a Supreme Court
lawyer, on October 24,
2019, seeking necessary
directives. Her nine
month-old child Umair Bin
Sadi was also mentioned as
a petitioner,

In the Full text of the
verdict, the HC said, “In
the garments industry,
where more than 90
percent of the workforce
comprise of female
workers, it is absolutely
imperative that each and
every garment factory,
having a strength of more
than 40 lemale workers,
as laid down in section 94
of the Bangladesh Labour
Law, 2006, should set up
corners or designated
spaces (o [facilitate the

mothers during - their
working hours”.

ﬂ]t is iﬂ]pﬂfmn[.
that such facilities should
also be made in conformicy
with the directives
given in section 94 of
the Bangladesh Labour
Law, 2006 namely, that
the room should be well
ventilated, secured and
furnished with adequate
facilities and should be
made accessible to the
concerned mothers.”

The HC said in the full
text of judgment that
“in  some way, histo
has been created ﬂmcg
in all likelihood, a writ
petition has never been
filed previously by a nine-
month-old child.”

————a %
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Experts sugge
law for domestic workers

FE REPORT

Speakers at an event on
Tuesday called for enacting
a separate law for the coun-
try's 2.5 million domestic
workers who earn the least
compared to any other jobs.

They said the Domestic
Workers Protection and
Welfare Policy, formulated
in 2015, could hardly help
the workers as it was yet to
be implemented.,

The call came at the event
organised by the
Washmgr.on based non-prof-
it organisation Solidarity
Centre, Bangladesh at a city
hotel to disclose findings of
a study titled "the baseline
gap analysis on Bangladesh
domestic work legal and
policy framework and the
domestic workers' protec-
tion and welfare policy
2015."

The study said child
domestic ~ workers  in

Bangladesh were working

up to 15 hours a day. It indi-
cated the condition prevail-
ing in a sector employing
about 2.5 million people, it
added.

The study revealed that

80 per cent received lower

wages than workers in other
sectors while 53 per cent did
not receive wages on time
despite working 11 hours a
day on an average.

There was no minimum
wage for domestic workers.
The minimum wage for
readymade garment work-
ers was Tk 8,000 and they
worked eight hours a day.

About 87 per cent domes-
tic workers did not get
weekly leave or holiday, it
said,

Assistant Profossor
Habibur Rahman, who
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ff?alicy for domestic workers
'hardly could help’

teaches saciology and social
work at the People's

University of Bangladesh,

said child domestic workers
often work nearly 15 hours
a day.

The study said 87 per
cent workers did not get
wages on time while they
had no legal aid facility.

Murshida Akter, general
secretary, National
Domestic Women Workers
Union, said 0.4 million or
16 per cent of the workers
were children.

Ms Murshida alleged that
domestic workers were fac-
ing 5o much abuse and were
so vulnerable that even mur-
der cases were settled in
exchange for money
ing from Tk 25,000 to Tk
100, [](]0

st separate

About 80 per cent of
domestic workers were
women, she said,

AKM Nasim, country

- program director, Solidarity

Centre, Bangladesh termed
domestic workers as one of
the most disadvantaged and
marginalised groups

The number of domesﬁ:
workers and the incidence
of their deprivation were
increasing but there was no
legal framework to protect
their rights, he said,

He also said the
Domestic ‘Workers
Protection and Welfare
Policy formulated in 2015
could not be implemented,

He observed that the
authorities should decide
whether the domestic work-
ers would have a separate
law or the labour law of
2006 would suffice their
need since their work is dif-
ferent in nature from any
other workers.
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Staff Correspondent

THE United States on
Wednesday asked Bangladesh
to ensure proper frial into
the murder of labour leader
Shahidul Islam and improve

- while Bangladesh
again demanded duty-free
market access of ils apparel.

The US also wanted
amendment to the labour
law at a meeting on the
Trade and Investment Co-
operation Forum Agreement
between the two countries at
a city hotel:

In the meeting, Bangla-
desh demanded duty free
entry of readymade gar-
ments made from US cotton
into US market as the facil-
ity remained suspended for
RMG items since 2013.

The TICEA meeling was
co-chaired by commerce
secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh
and Brendan Lynch, acting
assistant representative of
USTR for South and Gentral
Asia,

Shahdidul, who was
president of Gazipur district
committee of the Bangla-

al Workers Federation, was

SEPTEMBER 21, 2023,

US inquires
about murder
case of labour

leader Shahidul

Bangladesh for duty-free
access of apparel

labour rights condition in the

wiolence against workers iﬂﬁ"ﬂ‘m _'

desh Garment and Industri- -
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killed on June 25 in Gazipur.
After the meeting, Tapan
Kanli told reporters that the
USTR was given update
about the investigation of
the murder case. He e
ed that a charge sheet would
be submitted soon. | |
He said the main focus of
the USTR was labour rights

issues. The USTR wanted BT JE TR T i
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workers' rights, including
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and union mgamsers as
well as anti-union discrimi-
nation and other unfair la-
bour practices.

The revival of General—
ised System of Preferences

was also discussed at the
meeting, Bangladesh offi- ammwwmﬁqmm
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Child domestic workers often

work 15 hours a day

Staff Cm're:pondenl

CHILD domestic workers in
Bangladesh work up to 20
‘hours a day, revealed a study
released on Tuesday, reflect-
ing conditions prevailing in
a sector emp about
two million pecl:;a}l’:an =

The study was released
by the Washington-based
non-profit organisation Soli-
darity Centre, Bangladesh in
the morning.

Child domestic workers
often work nearly 15 and
a half hours daily, said the
study conducted-hy Habibur

|

Rahman, who teaches soci-
ology and social work at the
People’s University of Bang-
ladesh.

The actual number of do-
mestic workers is unknown
but different organisations
assume it to be about two
million.

‘There are 25 lakh do-
mestic warkers and over 4
lakh of them are children,
said Murshida Akler, gen-
eral secretary, National
Domestic Women Workers

Union.
Murshida alleged that

domestic workers faced so.

The
Financial £

much abuse and were so
vulnerable thal even murder
cases got settled in exchange
for money ranging from Tk
25,000 to 1,00,000.

Ahout 80 per cent of do-
mestic workers are women.

The study revealed that
80 per cent of domestic
workers received lower
wages than workers in other
sectors while 53 per cent did
not receive wages on time
despile working 11 hours a
day on an average.

There is no minimum
wage for domestic work-
ers. The minimum wage for

readymade garment workers

is Tk 8,000 for working eight
hours a day.

About 87 per cent of do-
mestic workers do not get
weekly leave or holiday.

Speakers said that do-

mestic workers are one of

the most disadvantaged
and marginalised groups of
warkers.

The number of domes-
tic workers and incidences
of their deprivation are in-
creasing but there is no legal
framework to*protect their
rights, the speakers said.

They regretted that the

Monday, §é_ptemger 25,2023
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Govt appomts administrator

Domestic Workers Protec-
tion and Welfare Policy for-
mulated in 2015 could not
be implemented.

“The matter that needs
to be considered is whether
domestic workers should
have a separate law or the
labour law of 2006 should
suffice since their work is
different in nature from any
ather workers ,' said AKM
Nasim, country programme
director, Selidarity Centre,
Bangladesh,

- Domestic workers and
trade union leaders attended
the programme.

to hold BGAPMEA election

FE REPORT

The government has
appointed an administrator
at the Bangladesh
Garments Accessories and
Packaging Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
(BGAPMEA) for six
months to hold the election
of its executive committee
within a set timeframe.

According to an office
order issued on September
24, the commerce ministry
appointed senior assistant
secretary Mohammad
Mashiur Rahman as the
administrator in accordance
with the section 17 of the
Trade Organisations Act-
2022.

His appointment took
effect from the date of
issuance of the order.

According to the order,
the trade body failed to give

a satisfactory response to
the show cause notice earli-
er issued by the commerce
ministry.

"As a result, it has been
assumed that the daily
activities of the BGAP-
MEA have not been pet-
formed properly," reads the
order.

The administrator will
complete the election of the
executive committee and
administer daily activities of
the BGAPMEA within the
prescribed time, and hand
over the responsibilities to
the elected representatives
and notify the ministry, it
adds.

The BGAPMEA is a
licenced organisation. As
per the Trade Organisations
Act-2022, the Trade
Organisations Rules-1994,
the association's memoran-
dum and rules, it is obliged

to form a full executive
committee through an elec-
tion within the prescribed
time.

Earlier on September 11,
the trade organisations cell
under the commerce ministry
issued a show cause notice
asking the BGAPMEA as to
why an administrator would
not be appointed within seven
working days.

On September 03, the
Director General of Trade
Organizations held a hear-
ing and found that the
BGAPMEA's  activities
were not performed accord-
ing to the Trade
Organisations Act-2022 and
Trade Organisations Rules-
1994, and decided to
appoint an administrator.

The BGAPMEA in its
response submitted on
September 14 said that
President Mohammad

8o

-

J

Moazzem Hossain Moti
has been removed from the
post of the trade body in
line with the decision of the
September 03 hearing and
its first vice president
Mohammad Belal has been
performing the responsibili-
ties as its president.

It also claimed that the
members have been notified
to update the voters' list
according to a court direc-
tive.

The BGAPMEA also
requested withdrawing the
decision of appointing an
administrator claiming that
there is no need of such a
move as the daily activities
have been performed
accordingly by the current
executive committee, and
there is no such demand or
request from any of the
members of the association.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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The Blly Star

We need anew ~
road safety law

Demands Road Safety
Coalition; points out 5 risk

factors for accidents
STAFF ODRREK’ONIENT

Road Safety Coalition Bangladesh yesterday demanded a
new road safety law to prevent deaths on roads.

At ap{essconfelmceheldatJaﬂyaPress Club in the
capital, the coalition identified five behavioural risk
factors that increase people’s susceptibility to accidents:
speeding, not using quality helmets, neglecting seatbelt
usage, driving under the influence, and inadequate child
salety seats.

" The coalition said the

country’s roads will be safe

for passengers if a proper HE ng

law and related policy are i

formulated considering Hot M

these factors. Wﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂ! m
At the press conference, Neglecﬂng iﬁﬂl!ﬂ

Nirapad  Sarak  Chai .

Chairman Ilias Kanchan Driving underinﬂuence

said formulating such a

law is the demand of the INadequate child safety seats

. country's people.

He said road safety campaigners were mscuss,mg with
the political parties to incorporate the issue in their
manifestos ahead of the next national election.

The coalition said the Road Transport Act-2018 and
relevant rules were formulated giving priority on the
transportation system. To ensure safety on roads, a new
law is a necessity, it said.
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US cotton GSP prospect 'could hoost
apparel exports by $800m a year"

FE REPORT

A potential US Generalised System
of Preference (GSP) for duty-free facili-
ty to apparel made of American cotton
can immensely increase imports of cot-
ton from the USA and exports from

Such a move can trigger additional
apparel export earnings up to $800 mil-
lion annually for Bangladesh while cot-
ton import from US would reach $3.0
billion within the next five to seven

years.

Dr MA Razzaque, research director
of the Policy Research Institute, made
ﬁ:e pﬂ)]ecuons while presenting a

te at a seminar - styled
'Bangladesh -US Trade and Investment'
on Monday.

The Economic Reporters' Forum
(ERF) hosted the event where John Fay,
commercial counsellor of US Embassy
in Bangladesh, was present as the guest
of honour,

Policy Exchange Bangladesh chair-
man Dr Masrur Reaz, BGMEA presi-
dent Faruque Hassan, BTMA president
Mohammad Ali Khokon, BKMEA
vice-president Fazlee Shamim Ehsan
and Shasha Denims managing director
Shams Mahmud spoke there.

A cotton GSP scheme is a special
arrangement that the USA can offer to
Bangladesh to allow duty-free facility
for exporting locally-made garment
with US cotton to the American mar-
ket. ;

Apparel sector leaders and the gov-
ernment have long been negotiating
with the American government for
allowing 15.62-per cent duty waiver on
garment items made of using US cotton
and re-exported to the USA.
gains for Bangladesh would be $400-$800
million if the US provides GSP for local-
ly made garments from its own cotton
and re-exported to its market.

According to him, 12-per cent appar-
el export growth from Bangladesh will
be linked with 8.0-10 per cent cotton
import growth, having a potential $2.5-
$3.0 billion worth of additional cotton
imports,

Terming the scheme ‘low-hanging
fruit' for both countries, the keynoter
said if agreed, they can implement it
easily as it will be win-win for bath.

The US could be a more important
source of cotton and enhance fibre
security for Bangladesh, which could
soon become the largest cotton apparel-
exporting country in the world market.

Citing data, hesmdBangladmhlsthe
largest cotton apparel exporter to the

“EU "while “second to ‘the, USA" ‘*2&&

Vietnam having 34.7 per cent market
share in the EU and 14.6 per cent in the
USA respectively.

Bangladesh produces less than two
per cent of the required nine million
bales of cotton and almost the entire
demand is met through import, cited
Mr Razzaque.

US companies can investment in
man-made fibre, which is another area
of trade gains, he said, suggesting ICT,
pharma and footwear for investment
and cooperation in education and skills
development.

Speaking there, Mr Fay suggested
measures to find ways to reduce duty on
export of garment items to the USA
from Bangladesh.

He also cited profit repatriation,
intellectual praperty n,glns data protec-
tion and challenges of io gistic services
as major problems for investment,

There is big potential of the USA to
invest in health care, ICT, education in

Bangladesh, he added. S

Mr Fay suggested that Bangladesh
improve in the labour rights, labour law
reforms and freedom of association for
reviving the GSP.

At the seminar, Mr Reaz said, "Only
the sky's the limit for attracting invest-
ment from the USA in different sectors
of Bangladesh." .

Bangladesh is currently the second-
largest garment exporter global and
third-largest manufacturing hub for
large volume and low-valued garment
items, he added.

He, however, stressed  that
Bangladesh improve the border and
customs clearances, which are major
concerns for aftracting more foreign
direct investment.

BGMEA president Hassan said
Bangladesh has recently waived the
mandatory fumigation requirement for
importing US cotton, which will reduce
time and cost,

"We're now approaching the US goy-
emment to consider duty-free market

- access to the USA for garment made of

US cotton," he said.

Cotton import for export-oriented
garment industry is duty free which
gives a cost advantage to the cotton
growers and exporters, added Mr
Hassan.

He also requested revival of the GSP,
saying Bangladesh has complied with
thel&pounamon}ﬂanpmcﬁbcdhy
the US

Banglad:shTequeMﬂlsAssmnon
(BTMA) president Khokon said
Bangladesh imports 20 per cent of its
required cotton from India, 11 per cent
from the USA and 3.0 per cent from
Australia.

The demand for cotton-based appar-
el would not dzl:asc although the
demand for the -cotton fibre made
garmenhtemswasnsmgwoﬂdmde,hs

observed,
munni_fel@yahoo.com
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Scrap-based apparel
makers in trouble

Businesses in north losing work orders

AI{MED H'I'MAYUN KABI'R 'H)Pl Pabna
Md Shani Hossaln a 5mall garment
manufacturer, eqtahhehed a large-scale
factory in Pabna sadar upazila a few
years ago in a bid to manufacture apparel
from garment scraps, locally known as
“jhoot”, and export to the Indian market.

Manufacturing clothes from
garments waste, namely jhoot, presented
a tremendous opportunity [or- small
businesses in Pabna over the past three
decades. As export [acilities grew,
businesses expanded into  large scale
operations.

Sharif’s business was running well for
the past decade, but he suddenly closed
down his factory last month due to a lack
of buyers.

“] used to produce 1.8-1.9 lakh items
of clothing each week. Over 100 workers
operated 75 sewing machines in my
factory. All of my products were supplied
to the Indian market. Recently, Indian
buyers are hardly coming due to a lack
of marketing. [ was bound to close my
factory,” Sharif said.

He used o supply three trucks laden
with approximately 4.8 6 lakh pieces of
apparel to the Indian market each week.

Now, he is unable (o sell one truckload
a month.

Orcher manufacturers in the same line
of work have been experiencing similar
problems related to a lack of buyers.

“We used to manufacture 2,400 items
of clothing a week. Everything went o
big traders and exporters for supplying
to India. But now they are reluctant
o take clothes since they have huge
stocks,” Md Nasim, another trader of
Alfuria village, said.

According to the Pabna Hosiery
Manufacturing Group, garment
products from jhoot used to bring in
annual exports of around Tk 300-400
crore.

Now exports -amount to around
Tk 100 crore, all because the export
business has expanded rapidly and in an
unsystematic way, traders said.

“When traders got export facilities,
many rushed to the manufacturing
business without proper business

plans. Most of these traders set up a few

machines and started supplying clothes
to merchants with export import
licences,” Monir Hossain Popy, president
of Pabna Hosiery Manulacturing Group,

told The Daily Star.
At the beginning, hosiery
manufacturers used (o sell their

products in the local market, but the
t shirts and various clothes are now
being exported (o India, Malaysia and
other neighbouring and Asian countries.

*When export business was in Tull
swing, most of the exporters opened
letters of credit (L.Cs) for a small amount
by showing low price of clothes. A

majority of clothes are supplied through
illegal channels to avoid customs duties.
In this way, they reduced the price of our
clothes in the international market,”
Popy said.

Popy used to be an exporter himself,
supplying clothes to Indian buyers. But
he left the business after not getting
timely payments from buyers.

“Each truck has goods worth at least |
Tk 40 lakh. Everything is collected |
from small manufacturers in terms
of deferred payment. But delays in
receiving payment from foreign buyers
cause trouble, so I left the business,”
Popy added.

There are over L1000 small
manufacturing lfactories in Pabna as
well as over 200 big factories established
in recent years targeting the export
business.

Most of them are closed now, he
added.

On the other hand, exporters blamed
the reduced demand for such products
on the Indian markel and the global
economic crises for poor sales.

“After the Covid-19 pandemic, the
price of our local garment products
reduced in the Indian market. Then
we experienced huge losses. Now. the
demand has reduced in their markets
as Indian buyers are buving jhoot from
local markets,” said Md Mojnu, an
exporter who used to supply clothes
through LCs

“Due to repeated losses for the past
two years, we are feeling the burden
of bank loans. Most of the buyvers have
stopped coming to us,” he said, adding
that exports ol jhoot, the essential raw
material, must be stopped.
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‘Remittance
dips 21.5pc
in August

‘Last month’s receipts mark

steepest drop since April 2020

MD MEHEDI HASAN :

Remittance saw its steepest decline since the depths of the
pandemic in August as expatriate Bangladeshis eschew
the official channels (o send money home thanks to the
wide difference in the official and kerb market exchange
rates.

Last month, migrant workers sent $1.59 billion, down
21,5 percent year-on-year, in what has been the sharpest
drop since April 2020, when the inflows plummeted 25
percent, according to data from the Bangladesh Bank.

August’s receipts are the lowest in six months and 19
percent lower than in the previous month,

The development signals
a further blow to the
country's strained dollar
stockpile, which stood at
$23.06 billion on August
30 and is projected to slip
this~ week after a $1.20
billion payment to the
Asian Clearing Union for @&

countries. > N |

“[August’s remittance] &
is S1 billion lower than the
usual situation - this is bad
news for our economy,” said
Ahsan H Mansur, executive
director of the Policy
Research Institute of Bangladesh.

He sees a parallel with Pakistan’s contracting
remittance inflows,

In July, Pakistan's remitlance inflows were 19.3 percent
lower at $2 billion, while its inflows in fiscal 2022-23 were
13.7 percent lower at 527 billion, according to dala from
the State Bank of Pakistan. ;

' “Pakistan used to get remittance of $12 billion and
that dried up to only $3 billion - it is very difficult to
turn around from the situation,” said Mansur, who served
; akistan during 1998 01.

The remittance earnings are not increasing despite a
record number of workers going abroad due to the huge
gap between the formal and informal exchange rates, said
Mustafa K Muijeri, executive director of the Institute for
Inclusive Finance and Development. _

In fiscal 2022-23, Bangladesh sent a record 11,44,993
workers abroad, up 158 percent from a year earlier,
according to data from,'the Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training.

Remitters usually send money through the channel
offering them the highest rate, he said.
The Bangladesh Foreign Exchange Dealers Association

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 2023
3 ':"_ " ¥ BHADRA 2‘0, 143Q
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T

and the Association of Bankers,
Bangladesh fix the dollar rate for
collecting remittances as per the
unofficial directive of the central
bank. : ]

Last Thursday, the two bodies set
Tk 109.5 for a dollar from September
3 from Tk 109 previously. :

But the exchange rate prevailing at
the kerb market is Tk 117 to Tk 118.

Remittance inflows through the
banking channels have shrunk due to
inappropriate policies by the central
bank, said two chief executives of
private banks who asked not to be
named to speak candidly on the issue.

“How can we get remittance at Tk
109,50 a dollar? And we can’t even
offer more to remitters due to the
central bank's order,” said one of

them.

The inflows continue to contract
for the fixed exchange rate, said the
other bank CEO. _

“Our. exchange rate is not
sustainable and that is why a large
number of Bangladeshi expatriates
are sending remittance through
informal channels like hundi and
other online systems,” Mujeri said.

Now, there are a host of online
channels for sending remittance
smoothly other than the banking
channels, he said, adding that the
terms and conditions will have to be
easier in banking channels.

Zahid Hussain, a former lead
economist of the World Bank’s Dhaka
office, echoed the same.

The remittance inflow decreased
due to the exchange rate premium
between the formal and informal
exchange rates.

The difference in the exchange
rate between the formal and informal
markets is called the premium,

A World Bank study found
remittance inflows through the
formal channels decrease by 3.5
percent if the premium offered by
the informal market exchange rate
increases by 1 percent, he said.

BB spokesman Md Mezbaul Haque
declined to comment on the matter.

“We will analyse why the
remittance inflow decreased.”
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Reopen at least 10 mills to
save local jute market

FE REPORT

To protect the country's jute market,

the Bangladesh Jute Growers and

Traders Association urged the govern-
ment on Monday to reopen at least 10
jute mills among the production units
that were closed around three years ago
due to recurring losses.

"Nearly three and a half years have
passed [since the closure], but no mill
has resumed operation so far," said
Abdul Aziz, the organizing secretary of
the association, during a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka,

On July 1, 2020, the government, in
a notification, shut down 26 state-
owned jute mills operated by the
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation
(BIMC).

Subsequently, authorities announced
that all closed jute mills under the
BJMC would be reopened in phases.

Jute growers and

traders urge g()\.-’[

There have also been discussions about
leasing out the mills to private ventures.

Regarding the privatisation bid,
Abdul Aziz said various attempts were
made to run the mills under private
ownership arrangements, but the gov-
ernment has not succeeded.

"Even several mills, which are now
running under the lease arrangement,
are not producing,” he said.

Aziz said many mills have not been
able to reach lease agreements so far.
As a result, the machinery in those
mills is rusting and becoming useless.

He said the officers and employees
of those mills are still in their positions.
Around 300 officers and employees
from 26 jute mills, including the head

Yy

office of the BIMC, have been receiv-
ing salaries every month for three and a
half years without performing any
work.

He said the government would not
incur losses from those mills in the cur-
rent situation, as there are currently no
permanent workers.

The trade union also has no activity,
and he mentioned that the officials and
employees of the mills remain highly
alert. Consequently, the mill's environ-
ment is very calm, safe and productive.

In this case, he arguf.d that once 10
mills resume their operation, a vibrant
atmosphere will return to the mill
areas,

General Secretary of the association
Md Harunur Rashid said if the govern-
ment does not immediately reopen 10
jute mills, the country's jute market will

collapse.
sajiburi@gmasl. corm,
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The import of woven fabrics
declined by 25.97 percent in
the first seven months of this
calendar year, compared to
the same period last year, as
garment makers have brought
down their reliance on
Imported products because of
anincreasein local pmductmn

Another reason is that

international clothing retailers
‘and brands now demand a
significantly shorter lead time
mcatchhasmessmuummm

“ﬁﬁsﬂa:. raine v S0
local mmg of mater{ais is
more efficient.

International retailers and
brands are hungry for new
fashion items as they want

‘to establish 12 sales seasons
instead of the six or eight of
the pre pandemic times owing
o ﬁeme cﬁmpenuon in the

.lextlle

rmmﬂn‘hup.
started

_;' cmmpqndm

millers,
and knitters Citing the example of a major
1 __their Spanish brand, Mahin said it wants

" THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 7,2023

BHADRA 23, 1430 BS
The Bailly Star

Garment makers rec
reliance on imported

t‘iﬁrfcs_ﬁ?m other countries,
mainly from China, o

If the lead time takes any
longer, there is a possibility of

marlqctstﬂmch:cetheleadmne.
For !hl& mlpart of woven

July af this. year whereas it

4,321 tonnes in the
~ period last
year, according to Bangladesh
fmle Mllls Associauan

':‘n terms 01 [he wﬁuc, it was
a decrease of 16.08 percent {o
Tk 19,860.83 crore, the BTMA
‘data also showed.

The increase in the local
sourcing of woven fabrics
also indicates that more value
addmnn is takingptace in the

been recehring an lm:masmg
=~ number of work orders over

and the last six months. He also pomled

to shorter lead times and rising
competition as another factor.

t deliveries within a maximum of two
~ weeks. As a result, local garment

The local garmiml sum‘)ﬁﬁs makers buy the fabrics [rom the local

' markets instead of importing it, he

ﬁminml_mxmiﬂstmdtfmd

demandsfma shorta‘laadmne
Currently,  international
retailersand brands demand a
lead time of 45 days to 60 days
as opposed to the previous
90 days and 120 days for the
delivery of goods.
. It is almost impossible to
maintain such a lead time if
i the garment is made from
i imported fabrics as it takes
i atleastB{)dayswlmpuﬁ:he

ycomplywith — The forecast is that there is

pressure from a lot of work orders up
to October and production capacity
in his mill may go up 1o 80 percent to
meet the demand, he said.

In case of knitwear, local spinners
for many vears have been able to
supply more than 20 percent of the
raw materials. So, they have been able
to enjoy a shorter lead time for a long
time.

AK Azad, chairman and chief
execunve cnll"n:cr of Ha Meem

)4

Group, said the deman demand l'or
non-denim  [abrics produced
locally has been rising mainly to
maintain the lead time because
the business was shifting from
China to Bangladesh. :

International retailers and brands
want delivery of goods at the earliest,
he said.

Monsoor Ahmed, chief executive
officer of the BTMA, said sourcing
of fabrics from the domestic markers
reduced lead time significantly.

More  importantly, garment
makers can also buy fabrics through
deferred payments and [requently
seek replacements for the fabrics in
case of quality issues, which would
not have been possible in case of
imported [abrics, he said.

Bangladeshi  knitwear  items
have been performing strongly for
many vears because of the local
availability of raw materials, said Md
Fazlul Hoque, managing director of
Plummy Fashions [td.

They are beating the odds of not
having the geographical proximity
with major export destinations and
not even having direct shipping lines,
he said.

In case of woven ilems, the same
may happen soon, he said.

“We are reducing dependence

.on imported fabrics,” said Faruque

Hassan, president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA),

Many composite mills can supplv
garments even with 30 days of lead
time as they have raw materials on
hand. But such cases are rare, he
added.

BTMA  President Mohammad
Ali Khokon said the demand for
locally-made woven [abrics has been
increasing but a clearer picture would
be available after the next quarter,

|
|
|
|
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The Bally Star

Plastic industry | pollcy aims
to expand domestic market

JAGARAN CHAKMA

The Plastic Industry Development Policy 2023
has set a target to increase the plastics and
packaging industry market from around $4
billion now to S10 billion by 2028.

The policy was approved by the cabinet on
September 4 and will be implemented for a
period of five years from the date of approval.

However, there is scope to amend the
policy from time to time in the light of
new circumstances based on the results of
evaluation and monitoring activities.

“Ihe target is really ambitious bul it
is achievable if the global financial crisis
ends soon. The country's macroeconomic
situation will be stable over the period,” said
Shamim Ahmed, president of Bangladesh
Plastic Goods Manufacturers & Exporters
Association (BPGMEA).

According to him, the plastic sector is
currently facing a skilled manpower crisis but
thatwill be combatted through the BPGMEA'’s
training institute, Bangladesh Institute of
Plastic Engineering and Technology (BIPET),
which aims to train skilled manpower to help
the sector increase productivity.

The policy also set a target to provide
demand-based training to 10,000 individuals
by 2028 to create skilled manpower while also
aiming 1o create 5,00,000 new employment
opportunities in this sector by 2028,

Ahmed lauded the policy for having clear
guidelines to develop the sector and lead to
export diversification.

Currently, Bangladesh directly and
indirectly exports around $1.5 billion worth of
plastic products.

According to Ahmed, Bangladesh, despite
huge potential, is lagging far behind in
achieving market advantage for the export of
plastic products on a priority basis mainly due
to a lack of appropriate policy support.

Ahmed believes the policy will fill these
gaps.

The policy aims (0 ensure consistent
annual growth of 15 percent in the sector

and eliminate problems and obstacles facing
new busmess ventures in this industry before
2026.

It also set a target to increase the
contribution of the plastics sector to total GDP
by at least two percent by 2028, Currently, it is
below one percent.

The policy sees a possibility of the plastic
industry of Bangladesh occupying an
important place in the global plastic product
market.

Bangladesh occupies only 0.6 percent
of the current $570 billion global plastic

The policy aims to ensure
consistent annual growth
of 15 percent in the sector
- and eliminate problems
and obstacles facing new
business ventures in this
industry before 2026

product market. According to a study by
Grand View Research, the global market
for plastic products will increase to $ 721.14
billion by 2025.

According to BPGMEA, the country's
overall plastic product market is worth
around $4 billion, of which 83.4 percent
is manufactured domestically while the
remaining 16.6 percent is imported.

The average per capita consumption of
plastic products in Bangladesh is around
5-7 kg, while the global average per capita
consumption is around 50 kg.

The policy also said it was necessary to
increase the production capacity of import
substitutes and export more value-added
products to expand the market for local
products throughout the country.
INCENTIVES UNDER THE POLICY
Under the poliey, the government will provide
exemption from income tax for the first 10

—

years in plastic parks and backward linkage
industries as well as duty-free imports
of capital equipment, spare parts and
accessories.

Besides, special concessions on export
duties, duties, taxes and fees will be given
for loading, unloading, or storage of
goods at ports or importation of capital
equipment.

Tax credits will also be provided on raw .
materials and supplies while there will also be
necessary Lax concessions in respect to hasic
infrastructure development work.

Even VAT on purchases of local goods
and services, including land-based
telecommunications, electricity and utilities,
will be reduced while bonded warehouse
facilities will be made available.
HOWTHEPOLICY WILLBEIMPLEMENTED
A National Council on Plastics Industry
Dwdopmcnt (NCPID) shall be constituted o
supervise and monitor the implementation of
the policy at the national level,

The NCPID shall be headed by the Minister
of Industries and shall consist of 27 members,
The council will sit at least twice a year.

The NCPID will be responsible for
facilitating policy coherence between national
development palicies and this policy as well as
its integration with other national policies.

NCPID will facilitate and coordinate
national positions on plastic industry
development issues for national as well as
international purposes.

The council will review reports from the
National Steering Committee (NSC) on the
impact of the policy in various sectors of the
economy.

The NSC for plastic industries promotion
will be headed by the secretary of the ministry
of industries, who will act as its chairperson.

Under the policy, the government will also
create industrial cities or special economic
zones for plastic industries in Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industries Corporation
industrial cities or designated special
economic zones.
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38 Bangladeshi

migrants
arrive in Italy
Dead, missing
migrants in Med
tripled this -
summer: UN

Rome

38 migrants from Bangla-
desh arrived after their nine-
metre boat was picked up off
the Lampedusa coast by Ital-
ian authorities, Ansa news
agency reported on Friday.

A small group of Tuni-
sians arrived by boat on
the island, the first landing
in over a week after a surge
fuelled tensions in Europe
over migration. \

Seve Tunisians
were admitted to the island’s
migrant reception centre,

BT, A
overrun after 8,500 arrived in
just three days, Italy’s Ansa

' Bad weather over the past
waek had prevented those
fleeing North Alfrica to ven-
turetﬁaﬂskyMeditmranaan
crossing

'I‘he umber of Europe-
bound migrants who died or
wantmh&ngmtheMahtana-

gust, at least 990 people
perished or vanished try-
ing to get to Europe from
northern Africa, compared
to 334 deaths over the same

months in 2022, the UN's

children’s agency UNICEF
said.

died so far this year while
trying to make the danger-
ous crossing, said Nicola
dell’Arciprete,

UNICEF's .

country coordinator for Italy.
‘There were 11,600 unac-

the migrants who arrived in

Italy on. makeshift vessels be-
tween J; and Septem-
ber, up 60 per cent from the
first nine months of 2022,

“The Mediterranean

has become a cemetery

for children and their fu- -
tlJIe,UNICEF‘sngmaDB.

‘Dominicis said. (
%eh‘aglctoll@fchﬂdim :

in search of asvlum
and security in Europe is
the result of political choices
and a defective migration
system,’ she said.
- The earlier surge pushed
the migration issue once
more to the top of the Eu-

ropean agenda, with Italy’s
hard—rjghi government de-
manding more help from
Brussels.

More than 1,30,000 mi-
grants have landed on Italy’s
shores so far this year, al-
mosl double the number last
year, according to interior-

ministry figures. :
Italy has clashed with Ger-

many in recent days over Ber-

lin's decision to fund charities
that operate migrant rescue
ships in the central Mediter-
ranean, ﬂ:lewuddsdﬂa.dhast

migrant sea

crossing.
mmintmvwwﬂhthe_

strange and worrying'.

EU inlerior mmmtars met
Thursday on long-discussed
new rules for how the bloc

hand]ssasyllmseakaraand_

swneYlvanhnmsonsmd
‘no main obstacles’ remain
on the thomny issue and for-
mal agreement would come
‘in a few days'. ;
Changes were made to
get Germany's agreement
included making sure fami-

i S%m %

mﬁlﬂaﬂyunEUsoﬂand

‘admission criteria for asy-

lum-seekers were not tight-
ened, Berlin said.

But Italy has said it wants
mu:etimatostudythate:m

According fo the UN
High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees, 2,500 migrants died
orwantmsmgm:hauedi_
terranean bhetween January
1 and September 24, 50 per
cent more than in the same
s i e

surge

riving at Italy’s Lampedusa
island earlier this month
— with some 8,500 arriv-
als in just three days—will

likely be repeated in coming

weeks, said dell’Arciprete.
"We know that these are

Gramdimataﬁmminﬂm
wunmofmgnmmt
of these minors,’ he said.
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and four others were injured
in a road accident at Ram-

The deceased was Sagar
 Islam, 29, son of Noor Alam,
a resident of Madaripur dis-

~ Of the injured, two were
‘identified as rickshaw pull-
- er named Nannu, 42 and

| students and a female EPZ aputandﬁuu:uthmnqured

- worker, were kitled and four _when a truck knocked their
ifiers mjured 1n wo sepa- Eumzm hauler from behind _het-bou

Police said that the acci-
dent occurredwhenaSyl
d truck lost ¢
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BHADRA 19, 1430 BS |
- The Baily Sinr
ROAD CRASH |

1 killed,
2 hurt in
Dinajpur

An autorickshaw driver |

died_and wo Nepalese !
students of  Hajee |
Mohammad Danesh

Science and Technology
University in Dinajpur
sustained injuries as a
speeding truck rammed
into their autorickshaw
nearby the university
vesterday afternoon.
The deceased was
named Ikramul, 40. The
injured students Makbul
Hossain, 25, and Trafing
Kachhi, 22, are pursuing
higher education at the
university.
Locals and witnesses
accident
around

said the
happened
2:00pm  when the
truck ran *over the
autorickshaw,  leaving
the driver dead on the
spot.
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GAS BLAST ON TRAWLER
One dies at CMCH,
8 battle for life

A fisherman on Sunday night died from injuries he
sustained in a gas cylinder explosion on a lishing
trawler in Cox's Bazar town.

Osman Gani, 20, breathed his last while
undergoing treatment at Chattogram Medical
College Hospital (CMCH), where he was admitted
with 60 percent burns.

On Friday morning, 11 fishermen sulffered burn
injuries after a gas cylinder exploded inside a
trawler at ghat-6 of Nuniachara.

Of the injured, two were sent to Dhaka for
treatment. And the rest, with 60-90 percent burns,
arc currently bheing treated at CMCH and their
condition is not so good, the CMCH director added.
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Road accidents claim
five lives in two dists

Five persons were killed in separate road
accidents in Munshiganj and Savar on
Wednesday, report agencies.

In Munshiganj, three people were killed
and 12 were injured when a speeding bus
crashed into a broken-down truck on
Dhaka-Mawa Expressway at Ramerkhola
early Wednesday.

One of the deceased was identified as
Hasina Begum (42), while identities of
two other deceased could not be known
immediately.

Kanchan Kumar, officer-in-charge of
Hashra Highway Police, said the accident
occurred around 4:00 am when the Dhaka-
bound bus of ‘Labiba Paribahan' from
Kuakata hit a broken-down goods carrying
truck from behind on the Dhaka-Mawa
Expressway and overturned after hitting the
railing - leaving three people dead on the
spot and 12 injured.

ml

TR | 3 GTDT 20387

The injured were taken to differeat hos-

_ pitals in Dhaka.

Police seized the bus and the truck but
drivers of both vehicles managed to flee
the scene.

Meanwhile, two persons including an

' auto-rickshaw driver were killed in two sepa-

on Dhaka-Aricha highwayin
Savar. in the early of hours on Wednesday.

"An auto-rickshaw driver died on the spot

when an umdentfied vehicle ran over him at

Bri and an mentally challenged
person le a motorised vehicle hit him
at Hemayetpur”, said Dipak Shaha,Officer in
Charge (OC) of Savar Model thana,

After receiving information, highway
police have recovered the bodies.

Police identified one deceased as auto-rick-
shaw driver Mamun Sheikh (50), hailed from
Mansurapur village of Chatmohor upazila
under Pabna district.
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AT LEAST nine people
were killed and 12 others
injured in road accidents in

day night and Monday.
New Age staff corre-
spondent in Sylhet reported
that at least four people,
including a woman and

injured in separate road ac-
cidents in Sylhet and Hab-
iganj on Sunday night.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Salma Begum, 52,
resident of Kamalbazar area
under Dakshin Surma in
Sylhet, and her son Abdul
Qaiyum, 32; Fakhrul Islam,
35, resident of Parkul village
under Kanaighat of the dis-
trict, and Chan Miah, 55, of
Uttar Sangar village under
Baniachang in Habiganj,
the police said.

Local -peaple said that a
speeding private car com-
ing from Sylhet ran over the
waman and her son on Sun-
day when they were cross-
ing the Dhaka-Sylhet high-
way at Ilashpur area near
Tajpur Bazar under Osmani
Nagar in the district.

The Osmani Nagar po-

| lice station officer-in-charge

| SM Mayeen Uddin said that

the private car seized from
the spot but the driver man-
aged to flee the scene.

In another incident, a

-~ Sylhet-bound goods loaded

truck collided head-on with
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw

the country between Sun-

heraonwetebil&dand&x=_.

?II?EH‘G"!?IW Iy |

e 12 m] ureé[
m roa acadents

on Sylhet-Jakiganj regional Daserhat Shiva Temple area
highway near Charkhai under Muksudpur of Go-
Bazar under Beanibazar palganj on Monday, the BSS
in the district, leaving one reported.
dead and three, including  The deceased was identi-
the w__driver fied as Bidyut Kumar Bhow-
criti mj mik, 46, a resident of Daser-
bazar pohce sl.auon utﬁcar- hat village of Muksudpur,
in-charge Hillol Roy said, said the Muksudpur police
adding that the on-duty station officer-in-charge,
medical officer declared ammad Ashrafual
WMWVMH Alam, adding that he died
In Habiganj, a battery-run  on the spot, and due lo the
three-wheeler overturned request of the family mem-
at Alam Bazar area in the bers, his body was handed
district on Sunday, leaving over without post-mortern.
five people injured, said A construction worker
the Habiganj Sadar police was also killed and five
station inspector Moham- others injured in a road ac-
med Badiuzzaman, adding cident on the Bhola-Char-
that the injured were sent to fashion regional highway
the Sadar Adhunik Hospital in Banglabazar area under
where the on-duty doctors Daulatkhan of Bhola on
declared Chan Miah dead. = Monday, the BSS reported.
An eight-year-old child  The deceased was identi-
was killed and another in- fied as Al Amin, 35, a resi-
jured after being hit by a dent of Shibpur of Sadar,
tractor in Poushgara area the Daulatkhan police sta-
under Hakimpur of Dina- tion ufﬁcer—m-charge Sat-
jpur on Monday, Bangla- yaranjan Khaskel said.
desh Sangbad Sangstha re- In Magura, two peopls,
ported. including a woman were
~ The deceased was iden- ' killed as a speeding bus
tified as Naima Sultana, 8, crashed into a motorbike on
a resident of Belkhuria vil- Dhaka-Khulna Highway in
lage under Birampur of the front of the M&gu.ra General
district, said the Hakimpur Hospital on Monday after-
police station officer-in- noon, reports UNB.
charge, Abu Sayem Miah, The deceased were
adding that the police Anwar Hossain, 50, of
seized the tractor from the Atharkhada village of
spot, but its driver managed Magura Sadar, and Rokeya
to flee. Begum, 60, of Urura village
In another incident, under Mohammadpur of
a man was killed on the the same district, the puhca
Dhaka-Khulna highway at said.
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United News of Bangadesn. O Kill€d in rOad crashes 5 B gl
Brahmanbaria UNB/BSS i i ot m R
iAWORKERW&SBiBGﬁDﬂHBﬂ tad i : i PR & e AR W o |
| S working in an 5 étsmle_acstlsﬁ;setﬁgfk died in road accidents in four wm wmqﬁw ‘n:r!‘ﬁmﬁpg vg
y 7 =
construction ~ mosque in [y Magura, two people were killed as a ARG I R & Forer (A R R
Brahmanbaria sadar upazila speeding bus crashed into a motorbike on the mﬁmwm, QI WA W
on Monday. The deceased Dhaka Khulna Highway in front of Magura Sadar TRRETS TE Qe
was Hafez Muzahidul Is]alg.f Hospital. The deceased were Anwar Hossain, 50, W '!'Iﬁ o g A
18, son of late Auli Miah, and Rokeva Begum, 60.
Uchaliaypara in Sarail upa-  In Dinajpur, a girl was run over by a speeding W
zila. Co-workers said that Mu- tractor after she fell off her uncle’s hike as it T, dﬁi s
zahid came in contact with crashed into an electric pole at Dangapara Bazar mm W W -
a live electric wire, when he in Hakimpur upazila. Jannatul Nayeema, 8, WWWWWI
was going to the first floor of daughter of Mozammel Miah of Birampur upazila, mmmmm$mm
the underconstruction Zila Wwas a fourth-grader at Paushgara Fazil Madrasa. Ml i Sk Y i
model mosque with a water In Gopalganj, a man was killed when a microbus : "iﬂm’ o s 5
Injured. Muzahid was hithim ashe waswalkingalong the Dhaka-Khulna T mﬂ’ﬁ!’ﬁ-! ARl
ﬁ' rushed to m- Highway near Daserhat Shiva temple area under e B k) O ORI
and laer Muksudpur upazila. Bidyut Kumar Bhowmik, T e TR ¥R e
m to @ private hospital, 46, of Daserhat village, was a grocer in Gerakhola i@fﬂi@ﬂ? PR ThiE “ﬁ“ Fefers
have . Thysicians declared. D2 in the area. il I i
: W&aﬂd Md Aslam Hos- 7 P Bhola}[.h a cunstrucliondwmil:er “I?s killed W%gﬁ%uﬁagzw-ﬁ
.and five others were injured when the three- A . b
! S, aﬁm*-iudmﬁﬂﬁ wheeler carrying them overturned on the Bhola- « Ty gFiag eitfeers 2era R
| sadar police station, the Charfashion regional highway in_Banglabazar fifen e wiews ¢ Fvds oo =g
| a police team was sent to area. The deceased is Al Amin, 35, of Shjhp}f BRI ) FORITH 2 b3 (47) 07
Waﬂdﬂn“ﬁwm union of Sadar upazila. g (ai%e: +33rddbeobd) S
underway in this regard.
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24,2023
ASHWIN 9, 1430 BS

One killed, =
five hurtas v S 589

truck hits
auto- nckshawﬁ Cgii“ﬂ

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saturday 23 Septembar 2023

‘@%"ft:%ﬁ%‘a:;‘a{i_' '_c;r\mﬁ‘&ﬂ‘_

2 labourers

71Wﬂ§kﬂled run

__________________________________ v G f ﬁr R e

taken to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, said °
Mohammadpur Police
Station Sub-inspector !
Abdur Rashid.

The incident took place
in Bosila Bridge area
around 6:45am, the SI
added. :

Police seized both the
truck and auto-rickshaw,
However, the driver of the
truck went into hiding.

SRR

'DHAKA SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

ASHWIN 15,1430 BS
The Bty Star

2 workers crushed
to death by truck

OUR (..‘ORRESPONDFNT Barishal

Two labourers were crushed to death under the
wheels of a sand-laden truck in Barishal city early
yesterday.

The victims, Yunus, 50, and Habib, 25, used to
live in West Kaunia area (ward-1), said police,

The incident happened on a road adjacent to
Hazera Khatun School in West Kaunia around
[:00am.

According to police and locals, Yunus, Habib,
and some other workers were trying to move a
truck that got stuck in the sand. As the truck
reversed suddenly, the two were crushed under its
wheels and died on the spot.

The labourers lived in a rented house of a
contractor, he said.

Police and fire service recovered the bodies this
morning and sent them (o Barishal Sher-¢-Bangla
Medical College Hospital for autopsy.

A man was Killed and five —m‘_ =
others were injured as a ﬁ ““_'E‘ TWO labourers died after
sand-laden truck rammed PRTEETE §F AW <F being crushed under the
a CNG-run-autorickshaw SiFoes fRe ¢ foqew wge whéels of a sand-laden truck
in Dhaka's Bosila yesterday ¥CITe | Weafuce séneeae while unloading sand in the
morning. wifFrtas Prest Siew s West Kaunia area of Barishal
The deceased was @@ Bif¥s o Baweg city early Friday.
identified as Selim, 35. e zrmes | @ fammy s The deceased are Mu-
The injured — Marfia @fSffar =rom dferawe— hammad_Yunus, 59, and
Akhter, 18, Marufa . Pramerte : Frieeie I Muhammad Habib, 38.
Begum, 42, Rani Begum, ST &% SJoiE R < used to work as day
40, Salma Akhter, 22, femem “Eilke @R | T labourers for a contractor
[ and autorickshaw driver T fATee v named Mamun Chowdhury
Yaar Hossain, 42 - were it Se GAwE in the area.

According to local peo-
ple, the incident occurred
when the deceased were un-
loading sand from the truck.

They were crushed to
death on the spot when the
truck moved backward, the
locals said.

Senior station officer of
Barishal Sadar Fire Service
and Civil Defence Station,
Rabiul Alamin, said that no
one could cenfirm whether
the truck was backed up-by
its driver or it nmvedonlts
own,

. Kaunia police station
officer-in-charge Asaduzza-
man said that no one filed a
written complaint regarding
the incident. -

" The police seized the
truck, but all other individu-
als fled the scene after the
accident, the OC added.

“The bodies of the de-
ceased were sent to the
morgue at Barishal Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College Hos-
pital for post-mortem exami-
nations, 7"
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lagn of the upazﬂa Ward
councilor Shahid Hossain
Nayon said the construc-
tion workers came in con-
tact with a live electric wire
when they were working at
a house and they were seri-
ously injured. As they were
taken to the Jashore General
Hospital, on-duty doctor de-
clared Moshiar dead.
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20 hurt as bus, auto-

rickshaw workers clash
17 vehicles vandallsed

UNB, Naogaon

At least 20 people were injured when a
clash broke out between bus and CNG
auto-rickshaw workers in Naogaon’s
Manda upazila yesterday.

During the clash, two buses and 15
auto-rickshaws were vandalised. The clash
took place around 3:00pm in Sabaihat and
Ferighat areas. Following the clash, the
movement of vehicles remained suspended
on the Naogaon-Rajshahi highway.

SM Matiuzzaman Moti, general secretary
of Naogaon District Motor Workers Union,
said three-wheelers are banned on the
highways vet they continue to ply them,

Recently tensions escalated between the
two sides over the issue. Around 2:30pm,
CNG drivers and owners vandalised two
buses and beat the drivers and helpers.

Later, bus® workers placed a bus on
the road in the Ferighat area to protest
the incident, resulting in clashes again
between the two groups,

Shafiqul Islam, president of CNG-
Owners Workers' Association, Sabaihat

Hundreds of vehicles got stuck for hours
in a 25-km-long tailback on Naogaon-
Rajshahi highway as the administration
failed to resolve the problem till 8:30pm

yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Branch, said the members of Naogaon Bus
Owners' Association and Motor Workers'
Union had been obstructing the movement
of auto-rickshaws for a long time.

Yesterday, they attacked CNG owners
and drivers in Ferighat leaving 15 drivers
injured, he added. They also vandalised 15
auto-rickshaws.

0C Mozammel Haque Kazi of Manda
Police Station said they are trying to bring
the situation under control.
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. Sramik Andolan
dermmds

implementation
ofwage .

board award

Staff Correspondent

LEADERS of Garments Sra-
mik Andolan for Increasing
Wages of Workers on Sun-
dzy at a sil-in demanded
implementation of the wage
board award on time for in-
crﬂastng wages of garment

Leademafﬁnm
workers' rights bodies held
the sit-in in front of the Na-
tional Press Club where gar-
ment labour leader Taslima
Alkhter chaired. -

Labour leader Mantu
Ghosh saldthat&m‘wage
board was formed five

board was scheduled to an-
nounce the award within six
‘months of its formation but
so far the activities of the
o Sommandod thatia the
n”éc“i’“ Mﬂm
age of the gar-
wmkersshotlldbeil&'

'da _ 25,000 per month.
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Tannery workers raise 14
demands including wage

board, job securzty

Szmgslha Dhaka

TANNERY Workers Union |

(TWU), an association of [

tannery workers, on Tues-
day -urged the authorities
concerned to mliglnl their
14-point demand, including
ensuring job security and so-
cial justice and formulation

of minimum wage board for

them.

TWU president Abul
Kalam Azad raised lhe de-
mands at a coordination
meeting organised by the

Workers Union and
Solidarity Center at a city
hotel.

The tannery industry’s
stakeholders took part in it.

‘The other demands in-
clude actual implementation

of applicable national laws

regulations maintaining
-international standards, es-
tablishment of legal and so-
cial justice through the prac-
tice of industrial democracy,
skills-based human resource
management, ensuring a
neat, hygienic and safe work
environment, implementa-
tion of labour welfare fa-

cilities and strengthening of gether.

non-discrimination mecha-
nism at workplace,” he told
the meeting.

sentatives of the labour min-
istry, Directorate of Factory
and Establishment Inspec-

tion, h Tanners
Association, Labor Court Bar
Association, representatives:
of Bangladesh Labour Rights
Journalists Forum (BLRJF),

Asia Foundation, GIZ Bang-
ladesh, Solider Swiss Bang-
ladesh, Oshi Foundation

Savar, on the outskirts of Dhaka.

‘and Bangladesh Institute of

[aborStuﬁ:eswexepu-esent
tham

general  secre-
taryAbdulMalakwd."[b
achieve sustainable devel-
opment goals (SDGs) by
2030 with the target of $10
billion export income from

Aﬁbﬂwshmamnmmkmgdwdhmatammat

— New Age photo

Théyca]ladforimple—
menting a wage board for

theta.nnerywurkm by 2024

in lime with the minimum
wage structure announced
by the government in every
factory and stop terminating
the skilled and experienced
workers in the interest of the

the leather industry, the sec- leather

industry, owners and tan-
nery workers must work to-

The labour union lead-

ers requested the authorities
cbnoemedtoset—upaSO—bed
hospital for tannery work-
ers and others concerned,
ensure social compliance
including full implementa-
tion of maternity welfare fa-

ly and modern leather city,
und move towards achieving
the Leather Working Group
(LWG) certificate.

industry.
Bangladesh leather - in-

.dustrytsmnkedsamndm

terms of export eamnings

where over five Iakh mk—
ers wark in about 206 tan-
nperies countrywide.
Because of its high value
addition, huge growth and

employment opportunities,
leather sector has already

been declared a top priority
sector.

Bangladesh accounts for
3 per cent share in the global
leather and products market.

The GDP growth at over
5 per cent over the last dec-
‘ade shows the strength of

‘labour

Tannery

Continued from B1
the economy and its resil-

ience, according to an offi-
clal

In%ﬁan meet- I
ing of .t;ls stake}:oldam
ou employment
ministry joint  secretary
Mosammat Hajera Khatun
and Trade Union Kendra
general secretary Wajedul
Iul.amKhanwm pmesant&
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Burimari land port shut for
6 days amid workers’ strike

United News dlla'lgiaduh
Lalmonirhat

'I'HBworkem’strikeatthe
Burimari land port has
brought import-export ac-
tivities to a halt for the past
six days, causing significant
disruptions in trade.

The workers insist that
payments must be made
directly through labor han-
dling contractors or their
representatives rather than
thnmghmte:medianeslike

'I‘hewarkers argue that
unless their demands are
met, they will indefinitely
cease all goods loading and
unloading operations.

A huge traffic jam was
created at the Burimari land
port with goods-carrying
trucks from both India and
Bangladesh.

Goods-laden trucks arriv-
ing from India are not being
unloaded, and congestion
has spilled over into the land
port yards and highways.

Earlier, on September 12,
land port workers clashed
with Sardar's group over

'paymemofwagasandmher

Pohce used rubber bu]lets
and tear gas to contral the
situation. Fifteen people, in-
cluding two journalists, were
injured during the incident.

Deputy  comunissiorer

Ullah formed
a 5-member investigation
committee on September 16
following the clash. .

This committee, led by
additional district magis-
trate Mahbubur Rahman,
includes Lalmonirhat senior
assistant superintendent of
police Farhad Imrul Kayes,

Palgram UNO Nurul Islam,
Patgram police station of-
ficer-in-charge Ferdous Wa-
hid, and Burimari Land Port
Authority assistant director
(traffic) Gias Uddin.

On September 17, a dele-
gation comprising ten general
workers and the president of
the C&F Agents Association
Sayeduzzaman Sayed held
discussions: Despite these
talks, the workers re)ected

sequently, the meelmg con-
cluded without a solution.
Sajjad Hossain, president
of the Burimari Land Port
unit of Sramik League, said
that all workers at the Buri-
mari land port would con-
tinue their strike until their
demands were met.

Patgram UNO Nurul Is-
lam said that no final deci-
sion has been reached yet.

No truck from India en-

tered Bangladesh today due
to the ongoing labor unrest,
said Abdul Alim, Deputy
Commissioner of Customs
at Burimari land port.
UNO are actively warking
to resolve the matter, with
hopes that a solution will be
reached soon to restore nor-
mal operations at the Buri-
mari land port,” he said.

This labor unrest is not a
recent development. Work-
ers have repeatedly protest-
ed against labor intermedi-
aries like Sardars for alleged
misconduct, including fail-
ing to pay wages, payroll

deductions, and not froming

labor organization commit-
tees through elections.
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Tea garden workers block
road in Sylhet for dues

Staff Correspondent - S)ihet

‘WORKERS of Tarapur tea
!garden in Sylhet blocked a
| road for two hours on Satur-
day demanding payment of
their due salaries.

Several hundreds of work-
ers blocked the Goabari read
around 11.00 am in front of
Jalalabad Ragib-Rabeya med-
ical college hospital to press
home their demand.

According to the local
people, the agitating workers.
out the garden land where
three shops were construct-
ing and demanded immedi-
ate eviction of the shops,

Being informed, Jalalabad

FAILURE TO CC

BANGLADESH Bahumukhi

' police station and Biman

bandar police station forces
of Sylhet metrapolitan po-
lice rushed to the spot and
ed the agitated work-
ers to withdraw their block-
ade and resumed the traffic
movement, the police said.
Jalalabad police station
officer-in-charge Saiful Islam
said New Age that the work-
ers and the governing body
members of the tea garden
would solve the problems
through a discussion among
themselves supposed to be
held in the evening,
Panchayet  Committee
president of Tarapur tea
garden Sanjib Roy told re-
porters that the tea garden

the chief guest, Ganosam-
hati Andolan chief coor-
dinator Zonayed Saki said

authorities did not complete
the payment of their arrear
salaries that had been deter-
mined by the prime minister
in the August last vear.

‘Besides, they did not pay
the regular wages of last two
weeks, farcing us to take the
street after boycotting work,’
he said.

Sanjib alleged that the

‘authorities also leased out a

piece of land of the garden
for constructing three shops
that sparked anger among the
waorkers who demanded im-
mediate eviction of the shops.

He said that the police sat
with the tea garden leaders
in the afternoon to solve the
issues through discussion

but they failed to reach in a
decision in this regard.

‘We will continue our
movement to press home the
demands. The Pannchayel
Committee will sit in a meet-
ing in theevening to determine
the nexd course of action,’ San-
jib said in the afternoon.

Being contacted, Tarapur
tea garden manager Rinku
Chakrabarti told New Age
that they were trying to solve
the issue through discussion.

‘No new shop has bee'n

constructed, an

shop is being expanded. It is
being done with proper per-
mission of the authorities to
increase earning of the gar-
den,’ he claimed.

NTROL DENGUE ’RICE HIKES
Hawkers demand resignation
of Dhaka mayors

ment to establish democratic

governance in the country.

Presiding over the rally,
Bahumukhi

: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 202’_3..

Bangladesh

Student
Federation’s central com-
mittee president Moshiur
Rahman Khan said that

Sramajibi Hawkar Samiti,
an associate organisation of
the Ganosamhati Andolan,
on Friday demanded resig-
nahans of Dhaka south city

yor Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh and Dhaka north
city mayor Atiqul Islam due

to their failure to control

the deadly dengue outbreak

and prices of essential com-
modities.

The organisation at a pro-

" test rally held in front of the

National Press Club also de-

manded to bring the prices.

ufmenhalsmthmthemdi—

nary people’s reach.
| Addressmg the rally ag

that despite the increasing
dengue outbreak, no steps
had been taken by the gov-
ernment, the health depart-
ment, or the city corpora-
tions to control it. 5
The government e
city corporations are unwill-
ingwtakemsponsibﬂityfor
the ordinary people, Saki
said, adding that they are
busy visiting foreign coun-
tries and obstructing lead-
ers and activists of the main
opposition Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party from entering
Dhaka to remain in power.
He called for a united
rmvem.entaminstthngwam

8

Bangladesh
Sramajibi Hawkar Samiti
president Bachchu Bhuiyan
said that the people of the
country - were witnessing
a kind of development in
which the city went under
water after just two or three
hours of rain and people
died from electrocution as
live electric wires fell on
roads submerged in water.
The two city mayors have
no connection with the or-

dinary people because they organis

have not come to power
through voting, he said, add-
ing that the toiling masses
need food to survive.

“despite a record 875 deaths

from dengue so far, the city
authorities only found the
common people’s unaware-
ness to be the cause of the
outhreak.
He further said that the
had no right to
remain in power as it failed
to meet the five basic de-
mands of the people.

ising secretary Monir
Uddin Pappu and its leaders
Selimuzzaman and Mah-
bubul Alam Khan Sentu

also apoke among ¢ others.

SP——
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The Baily Star

Rights situation for tea

workers unsatisfactory
Says BILS and Oxfam study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The actual rights situation of tea
workers in Bangladesh is unsatisfactory
compared to the. existing legal
standards for tea workers as a whole,
according to a study.

“The employment opportunities
in tea gardens are very limited, and
there is no job security for

life, implementing decent wages in tea
gardens, and improving the skills of tea
workers.

Over 17 percent of women workers
do not have an appointment letter,
while 87 percent do not have any
identity cards. Additionally, 10 percent
of women workers do not know what an
identity card is, the study read.

Al of the study

workers. Only 15percentof ~ Over 17 percent  participants said they do
tea workers are permanent of women not have a service book
employees, while 5 percent workers-do in the tea garden, and 41
work temporarily,” it said. h percent of workers said

The study, “Rights of not have they work 1-2 hours of
Women Workers Engaged appointment overtime for extra income.
in the Tea Sector and the letters. Speakers at the event

Prevailing Status of Decent
Work,” conducted by Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies with the
support of Oxfam in Bangladesh (BILS),
was unveiled yesterday at the capital's
Dhaka Reporters Unity.

It was conceptualised with the aim
of improving the tea workers' quality of

said there is no sexual

harassment prevention committee for

women workers, even though more than

50 percent of the workers are female.

They alleged that the land rights for tea

garden workers are also not clear.
According to  speakers,

the

£

Rights
FROM PAGE 5
government has taken tea
garden land to cultivate
tea, but it has been found
that other crops are also
cultivated there. Apart
from this, they  said
proper efforts have not
been made to send the
children of tea workers to.
school. i
Presided over by BILS
Vice Chairman Md Mojibur
Rahman Bhuiyan, BILS
Advisory Council Member
Kamrul Ahsan; Socialist

Sramik  Front General
Secretary Ahsan Habib
Bulbul; Bangladesh Tea

Workers Union Finance
Secretary Paresh Kalindi
and Oxfam in Bangladesh's
Feminist Leadership and
Partnership Specialist
Shahjadi Begum were
present at the event,



RIWAE e

Wl b\,t‘ﬂtﬂ?‘&?mq\')l%wwmo S:lama ﬁn(a] %ﬁ‘

G B <1T‘3T|c»m 59 —m:n%

iﬁwaﬁﬁw
AT ZAPOHE W T Biftrs (Fee) ot

BT A1 fFmiEe A i wfield @ i wied
fory et efrawe AR qeE

ELiich
SR foar By R | S Brerd AT 2R B Al
s A afirad s WS @ R @2

Y01 7, ¥foenat bq ST i i R

OfT WA~ S | A W O T 5 A
51 241es Fraifers a9 e

FrayiA vi et 2R anfEe o sepie
gemssten| e,

st el <o &a, qiewicarei ot &S 9t
RS Reeet w0 M ol oy, STRiFend s
afiiend G R g e PR e o
T~ et B 9 S S
4% S aae refe Faree e 7, e se
ot R 42 A St afi Reva Fu R, Tew
59 1 TR AR @ Wi @, o o S
1S AT R ST 7, "ol doo S o
et B At S et T 3% (R, e 8%
1T iR QT ORI IR T Ol D (o R 0!
GO T

5 Ao SR Saua, oF I oI TSR
ATATA. <192 B 2 WO a A SEGIT
e e e e ot Fo At afiers

afiiarnd WREH @ (ST IHE
fos s e ety @ WA S

ﬁmﬁﬂaiz cPl

mﬂaﬁivqwaﬁm
- _boowmﬁmﬁ%
 TET
® -85 Ot A el T
T D (ATF R IO GBI
|

=oRi' Aée derEs woety e % T
©wy srEEeE T fEE QEEe e 6l e

sl AR B T st Ad afie
gifen we +ffEE o si-mifes v ooy o
R ST S LO T (10177 S & WS A
mﬁmwaﬁﬂﬁamwmﬂm
(otrrg siard aw|
ﬁwmmmmmnmwm
WW
mm,maomcaﬂ T =i, ot
13 e ST (R G T ey i o1

"B gty e we ofy el Raafe «fimn
- T ST BT TS W A

51 51 990, 8 (7l
(°1T%, (TR T] %9718 BT <591 T 1 @ T bf faemg
ST BT SO YL Bepiie TE FRAF AN

3% |



T T

DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2023
BHADRA 28, 1430 BS

The By Star
ANTI-HARASSMENT COMMITTEES IN RMG SECTOR'

I's not working properly: study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Anti-harassment committees
(AHC) in the garment industry do
not submit their annual reports to
the government. This limits their
transparency and accountability
regarding gender-based violence
experienced by workers, says a
report by the Bangladesh Institute
of Labour Studies.

The study, titled “Effectiveness
of Role Played by Complaint
Committee to Protect Sexual
Harassment at Workplace” was
unveiled during a seminar on the
capital’s Topkhana Road yesterday.

Gender Platform Bangladesh
organised the event with support
from Mondiaal FNV under the
STITCH Programme. :

According to the study, members
of anti-harassment committees
are not adequately trained to
investigate such offences, - and
they are unaware of the reporting
mechanisms to the government
authorities.

Moreover, there' is very limited
data available on the number of
cases reported and resolved by the
AHC.

Despite the existence of AHC,
factory = management  often

1t's not working

handles sexual harassment issues.
Additionally, many factories have
established anti-harassment
committees without meeting the
necessary.  legal  requirements,
merely as a response (0 demands
from their buyers.

Consequently, there is no
clear distinction between the
committees’ activitics and those of
factory management, as stated in
the report.

- Workers are often unaware of
the functions of these committees
and whom to contact with their
complaints  regarding - sexual

SEE PAGE4 COL 4,

FROM PAGE 3
harassment, said Salma Ali,
presidentof the Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers’
Association,

Md  Towfiqul  Arif,
additional secretary of the
labour ministry, noted

that incidents of sexual
harassment have led to a
decrease in the number of
female workers in garment
factories.

Shamsun  Nahar, a
standing committee
member on the labour
ministry, emphasised
the importance of
ensuring safe workplaces

‘gender

for female workers to
enhance production, She
also  suggested involving
representatives of (rade
unions in these actions to
achieve more progressive
outcomes,

Shammin Sultana, a
specialist  from
the ILO; Nazma Akter of
the Awaj Foundation: and
Amirul Haque Amin of the
IndustriALL  Bangladesh
Council also spoke.
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