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———— LABOUR DAY

The urgency of valuing
workers in financial inclusion

FRIDAY 01.05.2026

partners. PHOTO: RAJIB DHAR

MM Mahbub Hassan |
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OPINION

first of May is not merely a day to de-
I mand workers' rights; it is a day to reaf-
firm our collective commitment to the
dignity of labour, fair wages and sodial justice.
Yet a fundamental question remains: In
the 55th year of our independence, has the
worker — upon whose sweat, merit, and
tireless toil the foundation of Bangladesh’s
growth stands — truly become a fair stake-
holder in this development?

The economy’s lifeblood

The labour force is the soul of the Bang-
ladeshi economy. According to the recent
Labour Force Survey (LFS), the number of
active participants in the labour market is

Bangladesh’s growth rests on its workers, yet their financial security
remains fragile; true development now depends on moving beyond
inclusion to genuine empowerment

May Day recognises workers not merely as labour providers, but as economic

approximately 71.7 million. This includes
roughly 48 million men and 23.7 million
WOmen.

Notably, female participation has
surged to nearly one-third of the workforce
over the last two decades.

This massive workforce is primarily en-
gaged in agriculture, industry, services,
and the informal sector. Data from the
World Bank and the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) indicate that the industry
and services sectors combined contribute
more than 88% to GDF.

The direct and indirect contributions
of working-class people to this growth are
undeniable. However, the LFS also reveals
a structural reality — 58 million people, or
84% of the total workforce, are still em-
ployed in the informal sector.

Behind these numbers lies another real-
ity. Research on skill development suggests
that only 15% to 20% of the total labour
force is considered relatively skilled; the
vast majority remains smn -skilled or un-
skilled.

This skill gap not only limits individual
income but also hinders national produc-
tivity. While Bangladesh is undoubtedly
strong in the quantity of labour, thereis a
long foad ahead in improving its quality.

Two pillars, one story

The ready-made garment (RMG) sector is the
most visible pillar of our economy, employing
about 4 million workers, 65% of whom are
women. More than 80% of the country’s total

tion, transport, agriculture
pdm.Thedterpﬂhrm&lﬁstsofnﬂmaﬂl
workers. A large portion of the 15 million
&Mmﬁnglnmmm
( 'Ikz.slﬂlltonmstﬂﬁion
'ihlsmmwﬂnwsﬂmghmyaﬁewnf
the nation — from foreign exchange reserves
and the rural economy to consumer spend-
ing and small-scale investments. In essence,
the lifeblood of “export” and “remittance”
originates from the workers of Bangladesh.

Contribution vs protection

Despite this immense contribution, how'
well is the financial security of workers
valued? Amid high inflation, limited wage
growth, health risks, workplace accidents,
and job insecurity, a vast number of work-
ers remain financially vulnerable.

Those in the informal sector, in particu-
lar, lack access to social security, pensions,
insurance, or emergency savings. For many,
the moment income stops, they slide back
into the clutches of poverty. No matter how
glittering the development statistics may be,
this fragility of the working class is an un-
comfortable truth for the national economy.

From financial inclusion
to
Financial inclusion is not just about open-
ing a bank account; it is the cornerstone
of economic resilience. Proper financial
planning, secure savings, easy lransac-
tions, low-interest loans, micro-insurance,
pensions, and digital payments — togeth-
er, these lead a worker from uncertainty
towards stability. Gradually, this paves
the way for true financial empowerment.
Bangladesh Bank has been playing an ac-
tive role in this regard. Efforts are underway
to bring farmers, workers, the ultra-poor,
migrants, and marginalised groups into the
formal financial system through “no-frills”
accounts (with balances of Tkio, 50, OF 100),
using bank branches, sub-branches, agent
outlets, and digital platforms. Additionally,

XIS O (7Y
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inifiatives such as mobile financial services Workers: Human capital, not just a cost
(MFS), refinance schemes, and the digital We often view workers merely as a “cost”, but
dishbursement of wages and loans are com- i eponomic terms, they are human capital.
mendable. According fo the latest Bangla- Gary Becker and Theodore Schultz, the pio-
desh Bank report (Oct-Dec 2025), the number peers of human capital theory, popularised
of such accounts has reached approximately the idea thatinvesting in education, skills, and
29.23 million, with deposits totalling about training is the ultimate driver of growth — a
Tks1,165 million. During the reporting period, concept whose roots go back to Adam Smith.
these accounts received Tk8,27o millioninre-  We mustremember thata finandially secure
mittances. : worker is more productive, less risk-prone, and
Furthermore, by December 2025, near- mare effective for the economy in the long run.
Iy Tkg,010 million in low-interest 10ans Therefore, the finandial inclusion of workers is
had been distributed to 102,606 customers notjusta demand for social justice —itisa cal
from a Tk7,500 million refinance scheme cylated strategy for sustainable growth.
fund, boosting income-generating activic  Bangladesh aspires to become an up-
ties for low-income individuals. per-middle-income country. But that aspi-
However, inclusion and empower- ration will never be fully realised if workers

~ Labour Day: The urgency of valuing workers in financial
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ment are not synonymous. Having an ac-
count without savings, or a digital wallet
without an understanding of financial plan-
ning, represents incomplete success. The
‘next step must be moving beyond “access”
towards full inancial “empowerment”.

Global lessons for Bangladesh
Experiences from other nations can offer a
roadmap. In Germany, worker representation
is a core part of the production structure. In
Sweden, a robust social protection system pro-
vides long-term stability to the labour market.
Singapore’s mandatory savings-based
model ensures future security for workers,
while South Korea has made skill develop-
ment an integral part of its industrial poli-
° | cy. The collective message is clear: spend-
.| ing on worker welfare is not an “expense”
" | — it is a direct investment in productivity.

are not at the centre of development. While
GDP growth rates measure a couniry’s pro-
gress, the true quality of development is

reflected in the lives of its working people. |
May Day is not just a day for slogans; 1[
is a day for palicy realignment. Itis a day|

to see workers not merely as labour provid-
ers, but as economic partners, Their finan-
cial security is not an act of charity — it is
a matter of fairness, Their empowerment is
not just welfare — it is a strategic economic
reform. Without them, inclusive develop-
ment will remain incomplete,

This May Day, the question is simple:
will we keep workers at the periphery of
development, or place them at its centre?
The sustainable future of Bangladesh de-
pends on that answer.

M M MAHBUB HASSAN IS A BANKER, DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCHER AND AUTHOR.

Leveraging global expertise, Bang-
ladesh must focus on four key areas
immediately: Firstly, the expansion of
worker-friendly financial products: it is
not enough for micro-pensions, low-cost
health insurance, and emergency savings
schemes to exist; they must be genuinely
accessible to low-income people.

Secondly, workplace financial literacy: re-
ceiving asalary and mapaging money are two
different things. Regular training on budget-
ing, saving, managing debt, understanding
digital security risks, and retirement planning
is essential. Financial inclusion without litera-
cy is often only a partial solution.

Thirdly, tuming digital wages into
wealth-building platforms: if micro-savings
or insurance premiums are automatically de-
ducted from digital payroll accounts, this can
build a foundation for long-term security. Pol-
icy intervention at the state level is vital here.

Fourthly, portable social protection struc-
tures: a national framework should ensure
that even if a worker changes jobs, their sav-
ings, insurance, and benefits remain intact.

This would be one of the most critical
reforms for the future. Furthermore, it is

time to rethink our approach to migrant
workers. Remittances should not merely
serve as a source of family consumption;
with the right policy support, they can be-
come a powerful tool for asset building.
Ensuring savings instruments, investment
facilities, health insurance for families,
and rehabilitation-oriented financial prod-
| ucts for returnees is crucial.
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No minimum stan

ar

of wage for workers yet

Saddam Hossain

LONGSTAND-
ING structural
weaknesses in
‘the Bangladesh
labour market
including
the absence of a national
minimum wage standard
and a persistently large in-
formal sector — continue
to undermine worker rights
and economic security.
Despite steady economic
growth over the past dec-
ade, working conditions for
a majority of workers remain
precarious, with policy frag-
mentation and enforcement

gaps leaving crores outside:
-~ :

formal protection mecha-
nisms,

According to ‘the Labuur
Force Survey 2024, con-
ducted by the Bangladesh
Burean of Statistics, the
country’s total labour force

stood at 6.91crore, of which

aver 5.8 crore — around 84
per cent — were engaged in
informal employment.
These workers, rang-
ing from day labourers and
transport workers to do-
mestic employees and small
traders, typically lack having
written contracts, social se-
curity, and legal safeguards.
Syed
Ahmed, executive director
of the Bangladesh Institute

Sultan  Uddin™

of Labour Studies, told New
Age on Monday that a sig-
nificant proportion of the
workforce remains in the
informal sector, where work-
ers lack both wage standards
and legal protection.

“The absence of a national
minimum wage benchmark
continues to creale uncer
tainties across the labour
market. Even in sectors
where wages are set, the
lack-of a national baseline
leaves workers vulnerable

-and wage levels inconsist-

ent,’ he said.

Despite their contribution
to the economy, most infor-
mal workers remain outside
formal recognition, legal

protection, and social secu-
rity schemes.

According to the defini-
tion issued by the 15th In-
ternational Conference of
Labour Statisticians, infor-
mal enterprises are private,
unincorporated entities that
are not legally separate from
their owners and do not
maintain complete financial
accounts.

They are typically small-
scale operations with fewer
than five paid employees.

. BBS data show that 95.96
per cent of the female work-
ers and 78.08 per cent of the
ale workers are employed
in the informal sector.

Continued on page 4 Col. 1
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May Day

today

Staff Correspondent
BANGLA-
DESH  along
with the rest
of the world is
set to ohserve
May Day, also’
known as International
Workers” Day, today.

The day is going to be ob-
served with demands to en-
sure workers’ rights, includ-
ing the right to workplace
safety and the right fo form
and join trade unions.

The theme of this year's
May Day in Bangladesh is
‘Sustha sramik, karmath
hat, asbe ebar Naba Provat’,
meaning ‘Healthy workers,
productive hands, a new
dawn awaits’.

Different labour bodies
will hold rallies, bring out
processions and organise
Continued on page 4 Col. 6
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"No minimum standard of wage for workers yet

~ Ofthe total informal work-
force, 1.322 crore are in ur-
ban areas, while 4.482 crore
are based in rural places.

Infurmahty is most preva-
lent in agriculture, where
about 97 per cent of the
workers are informal, fol-
lowed by industry at 89 per
cent and services at 67 per
cent.

Income inequality has
also widened over time,
with the Gini coefficient ris-
ing to 0.4899 in 2022 from
0.482 in 2016 and 0.458 in
2010. x

Babul Akhter, general
secretary of the Bangladesh
Garment and Industrial
Workers Federation, said
that the government could
have established a national
minimum wage framework
if there was sufficient politi-
«cal will,

Many countries, he said,
operate national or region-
based minimum wage Sys-
tems, S that Bang-
ladesh could have adopted a
similar approach, at least at
the divisional level.

Yl “We have long demanded
- }.this. A national minimum
wage would have a broad
impact across both formal
and informal sectors,” he ob-
served.

Sultan said that a national
wage floor would provide a
reference point for employ-

ers and workers, enabling
mclm rational and equitable
wage determination.

He added that although
labour law reforms had been
introduced, significant gaps

clusion of mid-level employ-

domestic and agricultural
workers.

*lros e

"ees and a limited coverage of

He emphasu;ed the need
to strengthen social dia-

logue, expand collective bar-
gaining and institutionalise

labour representation.

‘A national minimum
wage framework, expanded
social protection and the in-
clusion of informal workers
within a legal structure are
essential for building a more
equitable society, he said.

He also called for a cen-
tralised database to bring
informal workers under a
structured framework, along
with mechanisms for lodg-
ing complaints and access-
ing remedies.

Babul Akhter further said
that Bangladesh could at
least infroduoe a monthly
minimum-wage ‘benchmark,
while hourly-wage systems
were not feasible at this stage.

" “This would help ensure
fairness across permanent,
temporary, and casual work-
ers, he said, adding that
even self-employed workers
would benefit from a refer-
ence wage level.

Sultan stressed that in-
formal workers should be
brought under social protec-
tion schemes to ensure in-
come security during unem-
ployment, illness, or old age.

Currently, Ban.gladesh
does not have a unified min-
imum wage structure, with
different industries setting
their own standards, result-
ing in significant disparities.

Accerding to the Mini-
mum Wages Board, 47 in-
dustrial sectors have s&pa

mamﬂll oﬁmmth

remained, including the ex- |

__‘W'heilew;sasmsgctm

such as readymade gar-
ments are revised more reg-
ularly, those in many others
remain unchanged for years,
raising concerns over both
adequacy and implementa-
tion.

There is no separate wage
board for agriculture — the
country’s largest employer
— nor for many informal
occupations such as day la-
bourers and transport work-
Brs.

Sections 138-142 of the
Bangladesh Labour Act 2006
outline the composition and
functions of the Minimum
Wages Board, including
wage-setting criteria and
timelines.

Data from the board show
significant disparities across
sectors.

The minimum wage for
RMG workers is Tk 12,500
per month, set in 2023,
while workers in privately
owned jute mills receive Tk
8,000, fixed in 2022.

In the tannery sector,
the minimum wage is Tk
17,048, set in 2024.

‘Workers

in the shoe and
leather industry re-
ceive 7,100 a month,

while those in the plastic
sector receive Tk 8,000 —
both fixed in 2022.

In the construction and
wood sectars, the minimum
wage stands at Tk 16,240,
set in 2021, while sawmill
workers receive Tk 17,900,
fixed in 2022.

Minimum wages in the
pharmaceuticals and tea-

e sectors were set
in 2017 at Tk 8,050 and Tk
7,080 per month respec-
tively.

2

Some sectors still omrate
under outdated wage struc-
tures, with minimum wages
in type foundry and petrol
pump services last fixed in
1983 and 1987 respectively,
while those in engineering
workshops and oil mills
were set in 2010 and match
industries in 2013.

Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, research diredtor
at the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue, said that the country
should introduce a digital-
ised national database for
all workers, along with a
unique worker identifica-
tion system.

‘Such a database would
enable the government to
deliver social protection
schemes, workplace insur-
ance, and unemployment
benefits more effectively,’ he
observed. '
~ He noted that Bangla-
desh's graduation from the
least-developed-country
status in November 2026
would make labour market
formalisation essential. ;

‘Some sectors already
maintain ~ databases, but
what is needed is a compre-
hensive national system,” he
added. -

Haa]susx@stedmhng
technical assistance
the International Labou:
Organisation, the United
Nations, and other develop-
ment partners in this regard.

He, too, urged the govern-
ment to prioritise recogni-
tion of the informal sector
and establish a national
minimum wage framework
to ensure equitable and sus-
tainable labour market de-
velopment.
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Workers process split peas at a factory in Khulna's Koia Bazar area, sorting, cleaning, drying, and packaging
the lentils. They earn Tk 400 a day while the product is sold to wholesale markets countrywide at Tk 100-115
per kg. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

iFRIDAY, MAY 1, 2026,

Women labourers unload sand from a ferry at Gabtoli in the r:api’fal'nn Thursday. Bangladesh will observe May Day, also known as

International Workers' Day, today. The day is going to be observed with demands'to ensure workers' rights, including the right to

workplace safety and the right to form and join trade unions. — Focus Bangla photo
e 1
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Workplace deaths

triple in first quarter
of 2026: HRSS

STAFF ("ORRESP()\DI:\ I

Al It.;m 72 \mrLLr:, were kllled in
workplace accidents across the
country in the first three months
of 2026 — more than triple the
number recorded during the same
period last year.

According to data presented
vesterday by the Human Rights
Support Society (HRSS), a total
of 168 workplace deaths were
reported in 2025. Of these, 19
occurred in the first quarter and
64 in the final quarter.

The rights body described
the recent spike in workplace
casualties as "concerning”.

The data alse showed that 573
workers were injured in the first
three months of this year, nearly
double the 294 injuries reported
during the same period in 2025
These injuries resulted from
workplace accidents, police action
during protests, and other forms
of violence, HRSS said.

The findings were presented
at a discussion titled “Workers'
Rights are Human Rights®,
organised ahead of International
Workers' Day, which is set to be

FROM PAGE 3

Manna also criticised
ongoing debates on state
reform and constitutional
amendments, saying it
remains unclear how these
would benelit workers.

He further alleged that
rising costs of essentials,
gas, and fuel are not being
addressed effectively and
that social c.afeu net
benefits are not reaching
the intended recipients.

Manna urged labour
leaders to link the
lahour movement Wwith
mainstream politics and
build an accountable mass
movement to establish a
welfare state.

Bangladesh Sramik
Kalyan Federation
President Advocate Atiqur
Rahman said, “Half of
those killed in the July
movement were workers.
Yet, reform commissions
have failed to address
the concerns of 7.5 crore

Workplace deaths

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

Woﬂ?ers must not be

doubly denied |

AGHGW!NG backiogufcasas sendin i
and the Labour Appetlate Tribunalomnéswah concern as.

observed today.
Speaking at the event, Nagorik uﬂ:e
Oikya President Mahmudur o e seektngj ustl@ Oﬂ:en QOt}nt a h’eaw m Th&Y hmw

Rahman Manna criticised the
absence of workers' representation
in parliament, saying their rights
and demands remain largely
ignored.

Referring to the July uprising,
he said students led the movement
by risking their lives, expanding

proceedmgs Labour Appeilate Tnbuna statistics show th&t
27,546 cases are now pending with the labour courts and the

only appeals tribunal. The appeals tribunal has 1,023 cases
pending, the three fabour courts of Dhaka 14, 650 cases, wo
labour courts of Chattogram 2,539 cases, the Khuina cou
164 cases, the Rajshahi court 85 cases, the Rangpur court
102, the Sylhet court 64 cases, the Barishal court 68 cases,
the Narayanganj court 2,815 cases, the cumilia court 326 and
the Gazipur court 6,230 cases. Of the cases, 13,833 cases.
have been pending for mare than six months. The gwernment :
has also set up a labour court :n Myrrmnsmgh jr!ker tfuswar
freedom of speech, 10 €ase the case mcl&c‘g 4

citizens' s
However, representation of both  Whiist the Labour Appellate Trfbunal r@strar says that

students and workersin the current

Sohernmcsl Temains il efforts are under wey to dispose of cases as early as pc@bﬁla
He expressed regret that e number of cases pending with labour courts tncreaaed,
despite r parllaml.gl 1:}]l:irl” 0:;1 ofﬁc:al statistics show, by 5,500 to 27, 546 ﬂT}&Mﬁ!ﬂlﬁm ﬁ'i!e
session for a considerable p{fl'l "
there has hu,Ln no discussion on! 24,894 casen pendlng with the courts fﬁthﬂ i s i i‘ﬂﬁ ;
workers' rights, living standards, month in 2025. Legal r edress is mwuy%im ':Jﬂb@W
or economic challenges. Ieadem 'say, because labour court judgas.oﬂawdc not hold
proceedings on time and attend court proceedings attheir
convenience. The labour law stipulates the disposal of cases
in labour courts within 60 days, which can be extended by 90

k
“Olr Iﬂem also  criticised more days with valid reasons. But cases are hardly dispomﬂ
the continued use of of within the stipulated 150 days. Besiées. empjoyegs often

child labour in garment avoid complying with court verdicts, }‘.akmg advantage of

. Bl s legal loopholes, which causes an excessive delay in redressal
director of Karmojibi and adds to the sufferings of the workers seeking justice. .
Nari, highlighted wage meg say that the defendants fﬂpﬁﬂtﬁwaﬂﬁk’ﬂm& without

discrimination and harsh
conditions faced by female
garment workers.
“Workers receiving
minimum  wages  are
often laid off as they age
and are lorced to join

appearing in court. A worker seeking Tk 318,353 in duesin

a case filed in May 2017, as New Age reported on May 1, sﬁll
walks around the court premises. Another worker who filed

a case in March 2014 with the complaint that he had not
been given an appmntment letter had the verdict in his favour

subcontracting factories, in 2022, but the issue remains unrssotved as the employer
where they elflm only chall-enged the verdi ct.

Tk 5,000 to Tk 7,000 a

month;” she said. The proposition that it all comes to is that workers are doubly

denied, first at work and then in court. Thé refevant authonties

should, therefore, ensure that court prqeeﬁdir@ areheldon
time and other issues are mended to (5

She also pointed to the
lack of daycare facilities
for working mothers and

arbitrary termination

practices in the sector. cases pending with labour courts,
The discussion Wwas

chaired by former

National Human

Rights Commission

commissioner Nur Khan_ S N

RY |
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by Raudah Yunus

DAY, news of genocide, war
I and violence saturates the me-
dia, From the harrowing realities
of the flattening of Gaza to the bomb-
ing of Lebanon, and from the famine
in Sudan to the ongoing persecution
of the Rohingyas in Myanmar, the
continuous bombardment of this
unpleasant news has somewhat
caused a strange type of ‘fatigue’ that
is desensitising people to the suffer-
ing they witness. This is not to say
that humanity has lost its capacity
to experience sympathy, but such
apathy is an indication that violence
and injustices are reaching their peak
— a state that has driven a sense of
bewilderment and helplessness in an
average person. At the same time, the
attempts by some western govern-
ments to silence crises have sparked
fierce debates around marginalisa-
tion, Islamophobia, discrimination,
and the ‘othering’ of Muslims, par-
ticularly in westerntoufifries where
they form a minority.

Yet, a quister form of othering per-
gists within the Muslim world — less
visible and less discussed but equally
pervasive. It lies in the phenomenon
of labour migration: the movement
of millions of low-income workers,
mostly from South and Southeast
Asia, to wealthier Muslim nations in
search of work and livelihood.

To appreciate the scale of this is-
sue, consider this; Saudi Arabia, the
largest economy in the Arab world,
is home to over 10 million migrant
workers, the vast majority of whom
are Muslim. In Qatar, foreign labour-
ers constitute an astounding 88 per
cent of the total population. Across
the other Gulf nations — Oman,
Kuwait, Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates — the pattern is the same:
a dependency on migrant workers
who power their construction sites,
households, and service industries.
Meanwhile, in Malaysia, an upper-
middle-incoms, Muslim-majority
country, estimates suggest between
two and five million foreign workers
reside and work — many without
legal documentation. These migrants
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~ impoverished backgro

from rural villages or conflict-ridden
areas where economic prospects are
bleak and ities scarce. Their
migration is rarely a matter of choice;
it is often a last resort. Behind every
journey lies a story of sacrifice: a
young man st to pay off his
family’s debt, parents desperate to
pay for a child’s surgery, a brother
funding a sister'’s wedding, or a father
simply trying to put enough food

or homes to pay exorbitant recruit-
ment fees charged by middlemen or
recruitment agents, who facilitate

the complex and often exploitative
process of securing overseas employ-
ment. This process often plunges
them into debt before they even begin
earning, These debts can take years to
repay and place an immense burden
on their families, exposing them to
the threat of loan sharks. :

But the ordeal of migrant workers
does not end upon arrival in destina-
tion countries. They often find them-
selves confined to 3D jobs — danger-
ous, dirty and demeaning — without
adequate lnbuurﬁmtectjons. Informal
contracts, unpaid wages, unsafe
working environments, and abusive
employers are real and widespread
problems. Legal avenues for redress
are frequently inaccessible or biased.
In addition, migrant workers are
frequently subjected to discrimina-
tion and marginalisation in the host
societies where they work. They face
social exclusion and limited access
to essential services such as housing,
education, and healthcare. During
the Covid pandemic, migrant work-
ers were scapegoated and unfairly
blamed for the spread of infection;
they were subjected to harsh and pu-
nitive measures — arrests, raids and
deportation — further compounding
their vulnerabilities.

Among the most invisible of these
workers are domestic helpers — pre-
dominantly young and middle-aged
women from low-income families
who leave behind their own children
to care for those of others. Employed
in private homes, they clean, cook,

rimarily come from Indonesia, Bang- and care for the elderly and disabled.
deah.I::idia,PaHstanmd;NapaL *  Their isolation closed doors
ring vital roles in sectors ranging makes them especially vulnerable to
agriculture to manufacturing abuse—physical and, often, sexual.
t workers are have their pas confis-
their movement

conditions. Worse, abuse of domestic :
helpers is not limited to perpetrators
of the same faith. Some are abused
by non-Muslim employers, who force
these domestic workers to prepare
(and in some cases consume) non-
halal food (eg, pork), abandon the
hijab, and adopt lifestyles in conflict
with their faith.
What makes this crisis particularly
troubling is that the vast majority,
or a significant proportion, of these
migrant workers share the same faith
and religious conviction as those
in the host countries. They are not
‘others’ with regard to faith or values.
Yet this shared belief and religious
identity do not seem to naturally
evoke a sense of solidarity, coopera-
tion, or compassion from the host
community. On the contrary, migrant
workers are often viewed and treated
with contempt and suspicion or seen
as less deserving of respect and dig-
nity, The concept of brotherhood and
equality, so strongly emphasised in
Islam and which calls for mutual love
and support among believers, has not
manifested itself in a meaningful and
consistent way across the Muslim
world when it comes to the treatment
of migrapt workers. This disconnect
between religious ideals and social
realities raises difficult questions

for some Muﬁltutggagments and
communities who demand justice for

the Muslims oppressed elsewhere but
turn a blind eye to the injustices com-
mitted at home.

No doubt, it is our collective moral
obligation to demonstrate solidar-
ity with our oppressed brothers
and sisters in countries plagued
with occupation, war, and violence,
such as Kashmir, Palestine, Sudan,
Yemen, Myanmar and others. The
suffering of these distant'communi-
ties rightly evokes strong emotions
and galvanises many Muslims to
engage in activism, advocacy, and
humanitarian efforts. After all, we are
one ummah — when one part of the
body is hurt, the whole body suffers
from pain and distress. Nonetheless,
justice cannot be selective. As we
weep for Gaza and Kashmir and rally
for Sudan, we must also pause, take
a step back, and reflect on how parts
of the Muslim world are treating
their own faith brothers and sisters
within reach — those who cook their
meals, clean their homes, and build
their cities. They too are part of this
ummah,

Have we extended the justice and
mercy we demand for our distant
brothers and sisters to those who
labour in our midst? This is a tough
question and a deeply uncomfort-
able one. But it is necessary, because
{]ftica, like charity, should begin at

me. :
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By Ste |
End the motherhood
penalty at work

Investing in childcare is a must to

stop mid-career exit of women

It is utterly frustrating that thousands of experienced women
in the country are being pushed out of the workforce at the
very stage when they are ready Lo assume leadership roles. A
recent report by this daily shows how many women are forced
to choose between their careers and caregiving responsibilities
because of inadequate childcare support, inflexible workplaces,
and unequal burdens at home. Over the past decades, the
country has made significant progress in women's education,
but that progress has not been fully translated into economic
advancement in the absence of a conducive, women-friendly
environment at workplaces.

The story of Feroza Ahmed, as reported in this daily, reflects
the widespread reality of many women in the workforce. Despite
having more than a decade of experience and a successful
media career, she had to leave her job after the birth of her
second child. While she successfully managed her department
remotely during the pandemic, no hybrid or part-time option
was offered to her when she needed it most. Such experiences
are common across sectors, where motherhood often becomes
a penalty for women.

According to a BRAC study, nearly 75 percent of 1,200
mid-career women now seeking employment had previously
quit jobs due to domestic responsibilities or motherhood.
Meanwhile, a Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics Time Use Survey
found that married women perform 7.3 times more unpaid care
work than men. These numbers expase how women continue
to shoulder a disproportionate share of unpaid work while
being expected to compete equally in the formal job market.
The country loses valuable human capital as trained women
professionals leave work. It is telling that less than seven percent
of managerial roles in the country are currently held by women.

We therefore urge the government to formulate the
necessary policies 1o create an environment where women do
not have to leave their careers midway. Childcare and caregiving
services must be expanded so that women from all economic
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Moinul Haque

JOB creation in Bangladesh
is failing to keep pace with
a rapidly expanding work-
force, while nearly half of
workers call for short-term
technical training and more
than half of young people re-
= | port an urgent need for digi-
Y tal skills, according to the
-1 latest International Labour
Organization report.

The findings also show
that though 95.2 per cent of
workers in Bangladesh rely
on informal learning, the
absence of its formal recog-
nition left the vast majority
of skills uncertified and un-
dervalued.

The ILO on Tuesday
launched its dedicated the-
matic publication, ‘The
World of Work Report: Life-
long Learning and Skills for
the Future, which painted
an elaborate picture of the
evolving labour market of
Bangladesh.

supply and demand, with
new data pointing to sig-
nificant gaps in job creation,
skills development,

cess to training.

While the country’s
workforce continued to ex-
pand rapidly, investment in
technical, digital, and work-
based learning remained

Job creation
lags far behind
workforce
erowth: ILO

No formal recognition of
informal learning leaves most
skills uncertified, undervalued

limited, raising concerns
over long-term employabil-
ity and economic resilience.

The report identified
several priority areas that
Bangladesh must address
to future-proof its work-
force amid structural shifis
driven by digilalisation and
the global transition towards
greener econormies.

Though, it noted, lifelong
learning is widely recog-
nised as essential, access to
such opportunities remains
highly unequal and restrict-
ed, particularly for vulner-
able groups.

A detailed analysis of
survey data revealed a sub-
stantial unmet demand for
training.

_ Informal learning, primar-
ily through hands-on experi-
ence, dominated the skills
landscape, with participa-
tion reaching 95.2 per cent.

In contrast, only 12 per
cent of the working-age pop-
ulation engaged in formal or
non-formal education and
training in 2025.

The report highlighted
stark inequalities in access o

ing based on education
levels,

Among adults with sec-
ondary education, 25.7 per
cent participated in learning
activities, compared with
just 3.7 per cent of those

Continued on page 2 Col. 2

without secondary educa-
tion, it said.

Occupational differences
are  equally pmnuuncg_lil,
with participation rates the
highest among professionals
at 36,9 per cent and techni-
cians at 33.5 per cent, but
falling sharply to only 3.5
per cent among workers in
elementary occupations, the
repart said.

According to the report,
formal sector workers are
more than three times as
likely to engage in structured
learning, with participation
at 37.2 per cent, co
with just 10.8 per cent among
informal workers.

The survey findings also

, pointed to a clear demand for
practical and future-oriented
skills.

It mentioned that nearly
48,5 per cent of respondents
identified short-term tech-
nical training as their most

ressing need, reflecting a
preference for targeted, job-
relevant learning.

Digital  literacy  has
emerged as a critical priority,
particularly among younger
workers, with more than
half of those aged 15 to 24
expressing a need for train-
ing in digital and computer
skills, it said.

According to the ILo re-
port, non-formal training
in Bangladesh at present is
largely occupation-specific,
accounting for 57 per cent of
such es, followed
by digital skills at 19.2 per
cent and personal develop-
ment at 15.5 per cent.

However, the report
stressed that focusing solely
on technical competencies
was insufficient.

tise with cognitive abilities
and socio-emotional skills
such as communication,
tearnwork, and leadership.

Work-based learning, the
report said, is a highly effec-
tive yet underutilised path-
way for skills development,
noting that around 72 per
cent of respondents who had
participated in apprentice-
ships or internships reported
improved job performance as
a direct result.

Despite this fact, it added,
participation remained ex-

_ tremely low, with 93 per cent

¢

of respondents stating that
» they had not engaged in any

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026,

work-based training over the
past three years.

It further underscored the
importance of recognising
informal learning, given its
near-universal  prevalence,
warning that without sys-
tems -to validate skills ac-
quired through experience,
many workers, particularly

‘those in the informal econo-

my, remained excluded from
better employment opportu-
nities due to a lack of certifi-
cation,

Drawing on worker sur-
veys, online vacancy analy-
sis, institutional data, and
a review of 174 studies, the
report warned that insuffi-
cient investment in inclusive
learning systems could wid-
en inequalities both within
and between countries.

Aligning skills develop-
ment with labour market
demand, it argued, is essen-
tial to ensure that economic
transformation benefits all
segments of society.

‘Lifelong learning is the
bridge between today’s jobs
and tomorrew’s opportuni-
ties, It is not only about em-
ployability and productivity,
but also about supporting de-
cent work, driving true inno-
vation, and building resilient

societies,’ said ILO director
general Gilbert F Houngbo.

The ILO findings also
reflected global trends ob-
served in Bangladesh, in-
cluding increasing demand
from employers for a combi-
nation of technical and soft
skills,

ILO country director for
Bangladesh Max Tufién said
that the report's findings re-
vealed several global trends
that were also observed in
Bangladesh, including em-
ployers’ demand for workers
with a combination of tech-
nical and soft skills.

For that, we need to ad-
dress the institutional frag-
mentation and work maore
closely with the private sec-
tor, to deliver quality training
that meets the needs of a rap-
idly changing labour market,
he said.

By addressing these gaps
and aligning skills develop-
ment systems with evolv-
ing labour market needs,
the report recommended,

Bangladesh could harness
its demographic momentum
to generate sustainable and
decent employment while
enhancing productivity and
competitiveness across the
£CONOMY.
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The Bally Star
Ensure workplace

safety, protect
labour rights

Demand speakers at discussion
STAFF CDRRI:.SPO\‘DF\‘T

]"h(' gmt‘mment qhnuld (_‘-[Zlhll\.h a mechamsm to ensure
safer working environments at multinational companies
s0 that workers' rights are protected and companies
are held accountable for negligence, speakers said at a
programme yesterday. A o

They also stressed the need for labour-friendly pphaes,
fair wages, skill development, and stronger protection for
workers in both formal and informal sectors.

Rights activists, political leaders, and expatriates made
the remarks at a discussion titled “Labour Environment,
Evaluation, Rights, and the Future of Work”, organised by
The Bangladesh Dialogue (TBD) at The Daily Star Centre.

At the event, SM Saif Kader Rubab, director of TBD,
said, “Tragedies such as the Rana Plaza collapse led to the
introduction of labour laws, minimum wage structures,
maternity leave, and labour courts. But the state must sl;il[
play a more effective and ethical role to ensure workers
rights.”

Pr‘e‘yemmg the keynote paper, TBD Chief Operations

Officer Kazi Rakib Hossain said workers in Bangladesh
are still deprived of fair wages, workplace safety, and basic
labour rights, even 140 years‘after the beginning of the
labour movement. .

He said workers in the garment, transport, domestic
work, and migrant labour sectors continue to face
discrimination, insecurity, and workplace risks.

Kazi Rakib also said women, third-gender people,

and members of the Hijra
community still do not
fully enjoy equal wages, safe
workplaces, or protection
from harassment.

He added that the rights
of workers in the informal
and gig economies
remain unclear, leaving
many outside legal and
institutional protection.

Speakers highlighted
several  issues, mcludmg,
the gap between minimum
wages and inflaton, fair
compensation, workplace
safety,and the independence
of trade unions.

They said job insecurity
remains a major concern,
as nearly 84 percent of
workers are employed in
the informal sector.

Speakers also stressed

the need for skill
development, digital labour
registration, and new

employment opportunities

= X ————— 1o prepare workers for the

Y

future labour market.

They said political and
institutional ~ weaknesses
often hinder labour welfare
initiatives ~ and delay
meaningful reforms.

The  speakers also
pointed to the lack of
recognition for domestic
workers and others in the
informal labour sector.

They said workers from
marginalised communities
often do not receive proper
dignity, social protection, or
fair value for their labour,

Prime Minister’s Special
Assistant Saiyed Abdullah;
lawmaker Mansura
Akter; Bangladesh
Garment Sramik Sambhati
President Taslima Akhter;
Bangladesh Research
Analysis and Information
Network Executive Director
Shafiqur Rahman; Network
for People’s Action member
Anik Roy; and student
leader Abdul Kader, among
others, attended the event.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

BENAPOLE, May 06: Farmers
in the Bhabadaha region of
jashore are facing mounting
difficulties in harvesting their
Boro paddy this season, as
labour wages have nearly
doubled, driven by an acute
shortage of farm workers,
making it difficult for them
to bring their crops home.
Currently, a farm labourer
charges between Tk 1,000
and Tk 1,200 per day for two
shifts-morningand
afternoon-equivalent to the
market price of around one
and a half maunds of paddy.
Despite charging high wages,
labourers remain less
available.
With the start of the Boro
harvesting season,
temporary labour markets
have sprung up at various
paoints, including
Manoharpur and Kapalia
Bazar, sitting from early
maorning.
Labourers from different areas
gather there with sjckles and
ropes, arriving by bicycle or
van. Farmers then negotiate
and hire them for specific
periods. However, high
demand has driven wages to
unusually high levels.
Golden ripened paddy now
sways across vast fields,
painting the landscape in
shades of yellow and green.
Although bumper production
of paddy has brought smile
tofarmers' faces, it quickly
faded away due to the rising
cost and shartage of labour.
Farmer Md Jahangir from
M_anoharpufsaid that a group
of farmers cultivating small
plots are contributing to the
wage hike.

"They hire workers at higher

rates to harvest quickly,
which pushes up the market
price. As aresult, genuine
farmers arein trouble," he
said.

According to the Department
of Agricultural Extension

Surging labour
wages make Boro
harvest difficult

© Drwenhyan cute sho .
 workers, labo rw_agas have

nearly dtsubied

o Despite chargmg hlghar ﬂu'urages;i
labaurers rernam less available

>} Cheers fnt I:mmpsr paddy»yfei '
faded away due to rising cost

and shmage of

(DAE), the target for paddy
cultivation in Manoharpur
union this yearwas setat 770
hectares, which has been
fully achieved.
Sub-assistant agriculture
officer BM Jasim Uddin said
about 70 per cent of the
paddy has already ripened.
"'{f there is no major natural
disaster, farmers should be
able to harvest without
problems. We have advised
them to harvest once 80 per
cent of the crop matures," he
added. The upazilais
predominantly agriculture-
based, with around 90 per
cent of farmers dependent on
paddy cultivation. Typically,
transplantation takes place
from mid-Poush to mid-
Magh. This year, favourable
weather conditions have
resulted in minimal crop
damage so far.

Field visits show that most
paddy is now ready for
harvest, and farmers are
working tirelessly to bring in
their crops. Despite the
intense summer heat, they
remain engaged, driven by
both urgency and
satisfaction.

Farmers including Azharul

- .'Biswas, Roni Biswas, and Md

Rafiqul 1slam said yields are
higher than previous years
dile to favourable weather.
However, the high labour
cost-Tk 1,000 to Tk 1,200 per
worker per day-remains a
major concern.

Others, including Jahangir

8

and Roni from Khondkarpara
village, said they are racing
against time to harvest
paddy quickly under
favourable weather
conditions.

Farmers Faruk Gazi, Rafiqul
Islam, and Babul Akter
credited government support
and agricultural extension
services for increased
interest in paddy farming.
They expect a bumper
harvest this season due to

- adequate irrigation, absence

of storms, and low pest
infestation.
However, labour shortages
and ongoing heat wave are
affecting productivity, as
workers are unable to
perform at full capacity.
Farmers have called for
government intervention
through mechanisation to
ease the harvesting process.
Upazila Agriculture Officer
Mosammat Mahmudah Akter
said that 27,010 hectares of
land was brought under boro
cultivation this season, in line
with the target.
if weather conditions remain
favourable, production is
expected toreach
approximately 16,260
tonnes.
Despite the pasitive outlook,
authorities have urged
peaple from all walks of life
to stand by farmers to ensure
timely harvesting amid
labour shortages and
weather uncertainties.
benapolejessore@gmail.com
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Thousands get jobs
as PRAN-RFL revives

EE—

abandoned mills

MD EADUZ &L\L’L\ back fmm Rﬁ:shuﬁr

1 fe“ years ago, Champa Becrum mmt-d
from Rajshahi 1o Gazipur for far.wn work,
leaving behind her young daughter, 'I'oda}f.
the 30-year-old no longer has to make that
choice.

Begum now works at a factory barely 12
km from her home in Paba upazila, Rajshahi.
The move back home has reduced living costs
and allowed her to rebuild her daily life with
family.

Her story reflectsa broader change underway,

PRAN-RFL Group has restarted three idle
state-owned [actories in Rajshahi, including
Rajshahi Textile Mill and Rajshahi Jute Mill,
under a public-private partnership (PPP)
model. The initiative has already employed
many locals, with plans to scale up, reducing
the need for migration to major cities.

Workers say the opportunity to work close
to home has brought both economic relief
and personal stability.

Export goods non-leather footwear
and luggage — are being produced at the
revived factories. Officials said utilising idle
state-owned mills and land could boost
foreign exchange earnings despite sectoral
constraints.

A NEW LIFE

Nearly 2,500 workers have secured jobs
following the revival of the once-abandoned
Rajshahi Textile Mill, which began operations
in 1979 bur shut down in 2003 due io
mounting losses. After more than wo
decades of inactivity, the factory has resumed
production under a private-sector initiative to
revive idle facilities through PPPs.

The factories now produce non-leather
footwear, luggage, backpacks, trolleys, and
women's handbags. Over the past two vears,
RFL has invested approximately Tk 325 crore in
the footwear and luggage sectors, with another
Tk 200 crore planned this year and a further Tk
800 crore targeted over the next three vears.

PRAN-RFL has already created 4,500 jobs
across the three Rajshahi factories and plans

to expand to more than 11,000. Nationwide,
the company has generated around 12,000
jobs in footwear and luggage over the past
two vears and aims to create an additional
30,000 over the next three years.

Currently producing around 48 lakh pairs
of shoes per month, the company plans to
scale up to 1.5 crore pairs within three years
to meet growing global demand. qumg
production costs in China are prompting
buyers to shift sourcing to Bangladesh,
particularly for non-leather footwear.

The global footwear market is valued
at $400 to $500 billion. In FY2024 25,
Bangladesh exported [footwear worth
SL19 billion, with non-leather footwear
contributing 5522 million-- growing over 25
percent year-on-year, according to the Export
Promotion Bureau.

Nearly 2,500 workers have
secured jobs following the
revival of the once-abandoned
Rajshahi Textile Mill

JOBS WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED

For workers like Champa Begum, the
impact of such an initiative is immediate and
personal.

“If we work far away, the child’s education
suffers,” she said. "It's much better when jobs
are available locally,” she said.

Others share similar experiences, Rajshahi
University graduate Sultana Khatun, 32, said
the opportunity to work locally came at the
right time.

“Amid higher inflation, this has somewhat
reduced the burden on us.”

Mustafa K Mujeri, executive director
of the Institute for Inclusive Finance and
Development, welcomed the move o open
up state-owned mills for private sector
acquisition and reopening.

“Such measures are urgently needed
to address the country's unemployvment
challenge,” he said.

ik R T TR

Amid persistently high inflation, the
government should strike a balance between
strengthening social protection and actively
supporting the private sector to expand job
creation, he noted.

Without a stronger push for employment

generation, he warned, macroeconomic
pressures could further deepen labour
market vulnerabilities,

DECENTRALISING INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

PRAN-RFL operates eight footwear and
luggage factories across Narsingdi, Rajshahi,
Rangpur, and Pabna, with two more [acilities
in Chattogram under renovation.

The group exports to 45 countries, with
the United States and Europe as key markets.
Export earnings from non-leather footwear
and luggage rose to Tk 177 crore in FY25 from
Tk 92 crore the previous year-- an increase of
over 90 percent.

“We are receiving strong purchase orders,
but [ailure to deliver on time means losing
opportunities. Reviving closed [actories is
our fast track solution,” said Kamruzzaman
Kamal, marketing director at PRAN-RFL
Group.

He added that utilising idle government
jute mills and unused land nationwide could
significantly boost foreign exchange earnings.

RFL'sRahatHossain Ronisaid Bangladesh’s
large rural workforce gives it a competitive
advantage over rivals such as Vietnam and
Cambodia, which are well positioned to
absorb production shifting out of China.

On wages, he said the company complies
with national minimum standards and offers
productivity-linked incentives.

“I'he fixed salary is just the entry-
level; bevond that, earnings increase with
performance,” he said.

He also noted that workers returning from
Dhaka benefit from higher purchasing power
in smaller cities.

“If someone comes from Dhaka to Rajshahi
at the same wage, they've already gained
roughly 30 percent in purchasing power.”
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Small entrepreneurs
struggling to go big

Light engineering sector in Pabna grapples with market linkages,
Kumarkhali handlooms fight to survive market competition

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Fubna

Bangladesh's small and medium enterprise
(SME) sector accounts for 99 percent of the
country’s industries, yet many businesses
remain trapped by poor market linkages,
limited modernisation, and inadequate
industrial support.

A recent visit to two major SME clusters
- the light engineering hub in Pabna and the
handloom cluster in Kumarkhali, Kushtia
- found entrepreneurs struggling to expand
despite receiving training and loans from the
state-run SME Foundation.

LIGHT ENGINEERING STRUGGLING TO
SCALE

For many in Pabna, light engineering has
long offered a path out of poverty.

Rabiul Islam Farhad, owner of Baba
Engineering, spent decades rising [rom
labourer 1o entrepreneur.

*“I bought a machine with my savings ten
years ago. Now, | employ ten workers,” he said.

Despite producing intricate vehicle parts
and industrial components, the sector still
lacks formal recognition and technical
support.

“With even minimum technical support,
our handmade products could be recognised
in the national automobile sector,” Rabiul
added.

Gias Uddin Shiplu, a third-generation
entrepreneur at Kafil Uddin Engineering,
manages 27 machines but says growth

remains constrained by shortages of
raw materials, processing facilities, and
automated machinery,

“As Pabna is already one of the leading
hubs for light engineering in Bangladesh,
establishing moulding facilities would help
the sector flourish,” he suggested.

Shiplu noted that training is less of a
concern, as many workers have already
received instruction from the SME
Foundation, which has also organised
workshops to build business networks.

HANDLOOM SECTOR LOSING GROUND

In Kumarkhali's handloom cluster,
entrepreneurs say the industry is shrinking
rapidly.

Md Abdur Rafik, owner of Bulbul Textile,

said the number of operational looms has
fallen from 5,000 two decades ago Lo just
1,500 today.

“Our production costs are oo high to
compete due to the lack of automated
machinery,” he said.

Md Masud Rana, owner of Rana Textile
and a fourth-generation entrepreneur, said
Kumarkhali bedsheets received Geographical
Indication (GI) recognition but producers still
lack export facilities.

“We are dependent on a local market that
is too small to support expansion,” he said.

Rana suggested supplying thread at mill
rates to help improve profit margins and

sustain the sector.

SECTOR-WIDE CHALLENGES

According to SME Foundation data,
around 70,000 factories operate across 177
SME clusters nationwide, generating an
annual turnover of Tk 30,000 crore.

A 2024 report by the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics said there are 1.18 crore industries
in the country, 99 percent of which are
SMEs. The sector contributes 30 percent
to the economy and provides 85 percent of
industrial employment, involving more than
3 crore people.

Mohammed Morshed Alom, deputy
general manager of the SME Foundation,

said most entrepreneurs inherit their trades
but lack sufficient technical knowledge and
advanced skills.

Since - its establishment in 2007, the
foundation has surveyed enterprises
nationwide and focused on developing
entrepreneurial and technical skills, he said.

Farzana Khan, another deputy general
manager, said the foundation has disbursed
Tk 295 crore in loans through 15 scheduled
banks and financial institutions and plans to
provide another Tk 440 crore.

Entrepreneurs can access loans ranging
from Tk 1 lakh to Tk 25 lakh at single-digit
interest rates.

Beyond financing, the foundation regularly
organises (raining programmes in Dhaka
and across industrial clusters with support
from the Bangladesh Industrial Technical
Assistance Center (BITAC), chambers of
commerce, and district administrations.

Around 20 lakh people have received
fraining over the past two decades. The
foundation also organises fairs in Dhaka and
other major cities to improve market linkages
for SMEs.

According to foundation data, both loans
and training support have been extended
to the Pabna Light Engineering Cluster and
Kumarkhali Textile Cluster.
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RMG exports to EU,

THURSDAY MAY 14 2026,

non-traditional
markets declme

Staif Correspondent

THE country’s readymade
garment exports to Europe
and nontraditional markets

declined during the July- W&

April period of the current
financial vear 2025-26 due
to weak demand.

However, the exports to
the United States, United
Kingdem, and Canada wit-
nessed a slight increase in
the past ten months of FY26.

According to  detailed
country-wise export data from
the Export Promotion Bureau,
Bangladesh exported RMG
items worth $31.72 hillion in
the July-April period of FY26,
although overall exports de-
clined by 2.82 per cent from
$32.64 billion eamned in the
same period of FY25.

Exporters said that ex-
ports had been declining
over the past nine months
due to weak global demand,
fewer buyer inquiries, shifts
in I_m}mg patterns, 8o0poy

competlhun, pamcuiarly in
European markets.
Meanwhile, the RMG ex-
ports witnessed a comeback in
April of 2026, breaking an eight-

mrthstmakofdechDBWﬂh.

Vear-Or-year af 31.21
per cent to $3.14 billion, which
was $2.39 billion in April of
2025, the EPB data stated.

The Bangladeshi ship-
| pers expurted RMG items
worth $15.54 billion in July- July-
April of FY26, whigh was
4.38 per cent lower than the

$16.25 billion exported in ©Xports

the same period of FY25.

Export earnings from the
EU, the largest destination for
Bangladesh's RMG exports,
accounted for 48.98 per cent
of 's total RMG

exports during the period.

A file photo shows workers on duty at a readymade garment

factory in the capital.

Major non-traditional mar-
kets include Japan, Australia,
Russia, India, China, South
Korea, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Malaysia, Brazl and
Mexdico,

Despite hope, export earn-
ings from non-traditional mar-
kets have been in a declining
tnmd since October of the past

During July-April of FY26,
exports to non-raditional
destinations further fell by
5.83 per cent to $5.16 billion,
compared with those of $5.48
billion in the same period of
FY25.

Non-traditional — markets
accounted for 16,27 per cent
of Bangladesh's total RMG ex-
ports during the period. ;

Among major non-tradi-
tional markets, exports to Ja-

pan, Australia, India, South
Korea, and Mexico declined
substantially during the July-
April period of FY26, while
to China, Malaysia,
and South Africa grew.

Mohammad Hatem, presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Knit-
wear Manufacturers and Ex-

Association, said that

— Md Saurav

Exports to major EU coun-
tries such as Germany, France,
Denmark, and Italy declined
in the first ten months of
FY26, although moderate
growth was recorded in Italy,
Spain, and Poland.

After a persistent decline,
RMG export ings from
the United States increased
slightly by 0.98 percent to
$6.29 billion in Julv-April of
FY26, compared with $6.23
billion in the same period of
FY25.

The US, the largest single-
country destination for Bang-
ladeshi apparel, accounted
for 19.83 paroantoflhalotal
RMG export

RMG exports to the UK
also rebounded in July-April
of FY26, witnessing a nar-
row growth of 0.3 per cent to
$3.64 billion in the first ten
months of FY26, slightly up
from $3.63 billion in the same
period of FY25.

Bangladeshi apparel ex-
porters bagged $1.09 billion
during the reporting period,
increasing 3.69 per cent from
$1.05 billion earned in the

corresponding period of the

porters
Bangladesh's export earnings” previous financial year.

had been on a negative trajec-
tory over the past few months,

He also said that due to
tariffs, weak global demand,

In the apparel trade, the
US, Canada, the UK, and the
EU are considered traditional
markets, while other destina-
tions  are classified as non-
tradmnnal
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Staff Correspondent

THE Bangladesh govern-
ment's new legislation
aimed at ensuring justice
for trafficking survivors
has expanded protection
and strengthened investi-
gations and prosecutions,
government officials and
activists said on Thursday
at a workshop.

The home affairs minis-
try and non-governmental
organisation Justice and
Care jointly organised the
event at the CIRDAP au-
ditorium in the capital
Dhaka.

In April, the govern-
ment replaced the Preven-
tion and Suppression of
Human Trafficking Acl,
2012 with the Prevention
and Suppression of Hu-
man Trafficking and Smug-
gling of Migrants Act 2026.

Officials said that the
new law aligned Bangla-
desh’s legal framework

e <ler

: FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026,

with international stand-
ards and separately crimi-
nalised the smuggling of
migrants for the first time.
The law also aligns
Bangladesh’s definition of
human trafficking with the
United Nations Trafficking
in Persons Protocol to re-
duce the misidentification
of trafficking cases and im-
prove conviction rates.
Home minisiry senior
secretary Manzur Mor-
shed Chowdhury, addi-
tional secretary Ziauddin
Ahmed, joint secretary
Rebeka Khan, deputy
secretary Begum Minara
Nazmin and Justice and
Care country director
Tariqul Islam, among oth-
ers, spoke at the event.
According to the law,
migrant smuggling of-
fences are now punishable
with penalties reaching up
to life imprisonment, while
instigating or assisting traf-
ficking offencé may carry

New law criminalises
smuggling of migrants:
workshop

the same punishment as
principal offenders.

The legislation also in-
troduced stronger inves-
tigative powers, allowing
investigators to freeze bank
accounts, scrutinise assels
and seize properties linked
to trafficking and migrant
smuggling offences. Tri-
bunals have also been em-
powered to resirict suspects
from leaving the couniry
during investigations.

Officials at the work-
shop said that traffickers
often intimidated survivors
and witnesses to force com-
promises outside court.

Under the new law,
threatening or pressur-
ing victims and witnesses
to obstruct prosecution
is punishable with rigor-
pus imprisonment ranging
from three to seven years
and fines, they said.

The Act also criminal-
ises fraudulent online re-
cruitment and migration

BT : ST S LY S800

advertisements used to
lure people into irregular
migration and trafficking
networks.

Offenders may face
three to seven vears of rig-
orous imprisonment.

The Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Offence Tribunals
have heen given author-
ity to prosecute related of-
fences, including money
laundering, assault, drug
trafficking and sexual vio-
lence committed alongside
trafficking crimes, which
officials said would reduce
delays and" procedural

.complications.

The law further clarified
protections for victims,
stating that trafficked or
smuggled persons would
not be prosecuted for of-
fences committed as a di-
rect consequence of being
trafficked, such as illegal
entry, transit or possession
of fraudulent travel docu-
ments.
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FROM DAWN TRAINS TO EMPTY HANDS

Rajshahi’s jogalis
struggle for daily work

shrinking farmland
and limited !
opportunities have '
pushed thousands__
of rural workers
towards city-based
labour over the
decades

River erosion, |
|

FEATURE

FAISAL UDDIN SIAM

nor'wester swept through the night. Cold winds
and bursts of rain hit the station, leaving the al-
most deserted Sardah Road platform silent. No
lights were visible. Only now and then, the faint groan
From a distance, a lone light appeared through the
darkness, slowly drawing closer. The 3:30am Padma
Express pulled into Sardah Road Stafion at 3:55am, the
last stoppage before Rajshahi.
One by one, five men crossed the station and board-
ed a compartment. Each carried a plastic bag. Three had
baskets and spades slung over their shoulders.

- - |
A journey begins before dawn
We approached them and learned their names: Rezap
Ali, 65; Billal Hossen, 57, Rezap's relative; and Lal
Mohammad, 60 — construction day labourers, locally
known as jogalis.
“Where will you go now?” we asked Lal Mohammad.
He smiled, his sleepy eyes struggling to focus. “We will
head to a nearby tea stall, have some tea and pass the

" time chatting until 6am, then leave to find work,” he

said. We followed them.

Setting his gear aside, Lal called out, “Kasem, put on
four cups of teal We have guests.” Their hospitality and
openness showed a willingness to welcome outsiders.

For the next hour, we spoke with Lal and Rezap. Bil-
lal remained mostly quiet, with a faint smile. His hands
and feet were covered with eczema blisters.
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le“ S jogahs_struggle ‘Wages and competition
From conversanons with them, it emerged that paddy
season has begun in the villages, and many jogalis are
returning for harvest work. In the city, meanwhile, work

Meanwhile, Billal had returned empty-handed for the
past two days. With labourers now abundant, work has
hecome harder to find, he said. We left the Railgate inter-

is scarce, forcing many to return home empty-handed.
“We come here every day, but get work only three

(i & i i
a, Godagarl, Bagha,

As in Railgate, hundreds
from ghat, Po

return home.
Work without certainty
Over the decades, Tiver erosion, lack of arable land,
limited work opportunities and illiteracy have pushed
them towards city-based labour. _
Their journey is often long and physically demand-
ing, and does not always result in work. Billal was doz-
ing off while waiting. He lost his wife five years ago and
now lives with his only son.

“
-

morning, | come here and eat whatever I can get. What
else can 1 do?” he said. :

Like him, many older men sat waiting. Some paced
slowly. When they spotted someone on a motorbike or in
decent clothes, they became alert. “Need labour? What
kind of work? Where do we have to go?” they called out.

nmanlngshht,andtmuseisanivad_mapuisax
150 motorbike. A group of labourers surrounded him.
Within minutes, six jogalis were hired to carry sand ata
construction site and left with their tools.

The work of jogalis ranges from digging earth and
carrying bricks and sand to dumping construction de-
bris and cleaning household yards. “There is no fixed

"

kind o Work. We do whatever e get,” said Anis Mia

e

like that. My son and I cook two meals a day. In the

and Baghmara to the city each day in search of work.
They gather at intersections — Talaimari, Court Station,
Koroitola, Binodpur, Shahid Kamrujjaman Chattar,
Luxmipur and Bhodra — waiting to be hired. If not, they

section unsure whether he would find any work that day.

It is past yam. At least 100 workers have gathered
at the Court Station intersection. Rows of bicycles are
parked along the side, each with a basket and a spade
tied to the back. Every few minutes, two or three more
arrive, park their bicycles, and join the waiting crowd.
Hirers come, pick a group and leave.

Court Station is the city’s busiest hiring spot, where
jogalis from Godagari and Tanore upazilas gather.

We asked those still waiting about their wages. “Dig-
ging earth. From 8am to 3pm. Payment Tk700. Food on
our own,” one said.  °

Wages here are higher than in the villages. Jogalis
typically eam Tkéoo-700 for seven to eight hours of
work. “In the city, we can get Tk700-750. Ifit is contract
work, it can go up to Tk8oo-g0o0. But in the villages,
there EW any money. You might get only Tk3so-
400 for a whole day,” said Kakon Sarkar from Godagari.

No safety net
Bomi

s stay in the villages, short-
g up demand and wages.
pard for these informal la-

bourers. Accord  the Rajshahi Labour Department,
they are not included in any services. Nor are there la-
bour unions working for their rights.

Debt and survival .
A father of four, Tozammel supports his family's daily
expenses, | SEE PAGE6 COL 1
his children's education and other
needs. But his earnings fall short.
| get the chance to work about
four days a week at most I eam
Tkz,500-2,800, maybe up [0
Tk3,000. Out of that, my instalments
alone are Tk1,800,” Abdul said.
Six months ago, he took a
Tkéo,000 loan from an NGO,
mainly to repay an earlier debt.
With limited income, mest of it
has already gone into household

expenmc:' 1 T j
“When there is less work, there
are weeks when I cannot even pay
the instalments. Then the pres-
sure builds up again,” he said.
“This teflects the condition of
the lower-income working class in
both rural and urban Bangladesh.

this region @i
Md Atiqul Islam,
economics at the

Rajshahi.

The long way back

At Court Station, some labourers
began their journey back home,
unable to find work. By the time
they left, it was past 10am.

As the day wore on, the city
grew hotter. Across different
parts of the city, labourers con-
tinued working. By 3pm, their
work ended, and the long journey
home began again.

rofessor of
University of
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== g _@lte ' - e = mem%'grjs%:}‘t%ohgl identity card is available. Such exclusion is
Govt must recognise e
The result is that women remain excluded from crucial
f government support mechanisms, Many are left out of larmer
women armers lists, including the Farmers’ Cards, which provide access
b 4 i g " to agricultural inputs, subsidies and incentives. Women
Their contribution in agrl(_‘ulturc accounted for only 15.05 percent of the 22,061 farmers
i i surveved across 11 upazilas in 10 districts in the pre pilot phase
must no l()ﬂger remain anISlble of the Farmer’s Card programme. Even among farmers affected
It is deeply disappointing that women’s contribution to our by recent crop losses, only a small share of those identified for
agricultural workforce remains largely invisible in official EOVErnMment assistance were women. 2y
records and government support systems. A recent report The lack of recognition of women in the agriculture sector
by this daily revealed that despite undertaking extensive reflects long standing social and institutional barriers that
agricultural labour, most women are still not officially continue to undervalue their work. Wage disparities further
recognised as farmers. This exclusion persists even though €Xpose this reality, with women receiving significantly lower
women now outnumber men in agriculturallabour nationwide, Pay for physically demanding labour. Lack of land ownership,
with Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 2024 Labour Force limited representation in local agricultural committees and
Survey recording 1.7 crore women in the sector compared to restricted access to financing mechanisms further increase
1.3 crore men. Why, then, are they still denied due recognition? their vulnerability. : : 2
Our reporter recently visited more than a dozen villages in This situation must change. Women involved in agrlrcultural
Nikli upazila of Kishoreganj and found that women shoulder “"Ol'lfi whether lhl‘OUHI'{ cultivation, sharecropping, |I\-‘f.'Sl_Ock
exhausting responsibilities throughout the agricultural cycle, fearing, seed preservation or post-harvest activities, should
from irrigation and weeding to threshing, drying and grain receive formal recognition as farmersnll_we government should
storage, alongside their houschold duties. During recent Tevive and complete the abandoned digital database initiative
untimely rains and flash floods, they also took on the burden L0 ensure women are propcrly_ included. in t)[!'lctal records
of preserving damaged crops while continuing to manage ar}d Support programmes. Agricultural incentives must be
domestic responsibilities. But because farming is still widely distributed fairly and women shqu!d also be r.epreseqted in
perceived as a male activity, their labour is often treated as local agricultural and disaster response committees. Greater
an extension of household work rather,than recognised as an investment in modern farming technologies, childcare
economic activity. Women are also usually listed as farmers Support and other rural infrastructure is equally necessary
only if they are widowed, divorced, or if no male family © reduce their burden. Women's growing contribution to the
- agricultural sector must no longer remain invisible.
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Govt should 2 ct fast t
farmers from debt trap
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THE fiooding of the haor region %amg seven districts,
caused by excessive rainfallin April 27-May 4, has damaged %2 . e . Y
boro crop standing on thousands of hectares of land. The W@ 93 AN T S FR | 3039 AF 5O HLAF

g ' ; ‘of 605 millin of ra | @ weie fara ISTaEe | o v RtE SRR B0 30 9
Met Office recorded an average of 605 millimetres of rainfall | <77 =0F% SO P T, O e s, i @

across the Sylhet division in April, which is more than double 207 S ah T
the average monthly rainfall of 295 millimetres. Boro, which o ks skl il mwﬁﬁ;:'ﬂ

is the largest contributor to the country's total rice production, T TIS gl 1isI ams_s; Iga TG O I ;g: e
was cultivated on a little less than half a million hectares of #5207 2 7 itk ol
farmland in the haor districts of Brahmanbaria, Habiganj, it i ey o e 5 iy
Kishoreganj, Moulvibazar, Netrakona, Sunamganj and Sylhet. ARG A e o | RS o mRetk

The Department of Agricultural Extension earlier projected ; s b .

a boro outturn of about two million tonnes in the region hipliesposeat e s m 529
this season. The flooding has, as the regional agricultural @aﬂéﬁm\ﬁ Sfemele =0n THT M| IS G ST
exterision office in Sylhet says, already damaged crop standing _ & &=249CTLS Rt SR o a2
on 30,085 hectares only in Habiganj, Moulvibazar, Sunamgan)j Wa Pl ﬁm‘“‘-" ﬂfﬁmmogmﬁsmsﬁﬁwg
and Sylhet. Officials report that crop standing on 16,877 | 3o GTiv SRRISRINGR| W ST, ST, FITH <

hectares in Netrakona, 12,564 hectares in Kishoreganj and | e arora e fer 2 Qgizf T offEeql SR
307 hectares in Brahmanbaria has also been damaged. The . S<2 =%, SLMSRORCLIN i %ﬂﬁ*ﬁ%

damage to the boro crop, estimated so far, creates concern | curs s & i T | SRS GRS (308 19
about rice supply. The rice that the farmers could save THGw TA| A I IO Ry SR A9 oo aefe
‘| may also fetch low prices or no price at all because of the DA (SR AT S 2 Fyerewcas | FRuwrs) e
- : RS O APE THS TS Ta| & IS JoLAOP
breakdown of the grains. : HaFToTR A @R ARG FT F T

But what remains further concerning is that the proposition sfsrfsenps amess axamEns B dws + AwE K@

could leave rice growers in a cycle of debt. The farmers . w5 1% &N SR A S0 O A LI AR 2
o g o ; R TMeRTZ Foe T TR IR SRR G 2R w=

that New Age spoke to say that they took out loans to grow ot @ w e AT T ST 2671 515

boro rice and, as they would not get the return on their - R = s
investment, they would need to take out loans again, falling o —————
deeper into debt. Some say that they might leave for other = J( S < R ACEEE
areas to work as day labourers as they have not received wﬁa} w &
any relief yet. All this will leave them in a cycle of debt. Sylhet W R S
division officials of the Bangladesh Krishi Bank say that they qiqn‘ W ‘aﬁ-‘a@
have so far disbursed about Tk 19.19 billion in farm loan, . : D
A preliminary assessment shows that flooding has affected W ‘ﬁiﬂ
236,811 farmers in the seven districts. The relief operation B Bwr R
that the government launched on May 5 was later suspended :
because of a review of the enlistment of affected farmers. mﬁﬁgmm a{?é
The agriculture secretary says that the affected farmers T P SRe RaTNE (Srere
wouid gradually be brought under a crop insurance scheme enie,’ e Trree o, wwewsE
in addition to other measures to safeguard the farmers. As EEEWWW Fherna 4, Ty
an immediate step, the secretary, however, says that cash %z:"'“ Q0% |
and food assistance will reach the affected farmers by late e W”"Wﬁm%“m
May, but given the time constraints, it hardly appears to be a A Ty T | Toly Adew qitq:
plausible proposition. = 3 wiffe @& & nE ITE o AGEn
The government should, therefore, expedite the review W e weT wEe s
of the list of affected farmers and begin cash and food wwﬁﬁ?m e , 775w
assistance. The government should also work out other Bive s v mﬁ“ﬁ FERD
ways to safeguard the farmers from incurring losses from it | 1%, Prem mmg .
boro farming that fiooding could damage and mitigate their - € TTARE AP R R T f
sufferings when they face flooding again. . m’éﬁﬂ TE 4F TOEY WS & !
|
@S T WE S R A
pr— T SIS U X A Sh el favs Bare-
(g TS o, (O o T e
_ BRAIBIE, NN '
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Factories ordered to
clear Eid allowances
wages by May 21

special instructions to ensure
timely payment of wages
and bonuses and to mainfain

United News of Bangladesh -
overall security, he said.

———

L

LABOUR and employment
minister  Arifiul  Haque
Choudhury on Thursday
directed all factory owners
across the country to:man-
datorily disburse monthly
wages and Eid-ul-Azha al-
lowances to waorkers

May 21, warning that delays
could trigger industrial un-
rest ahead of the festival.

The directive came at the
95th session of the Tripartite
Consultative Council and the
24th meeting of the RMG-fo-
cused Tripartite Consultative
Council, held at the CIRDAP
International = Conference
Centre in the city.

Eid-ul-Azha, one of the
biggest religious festivals of
the Muslims, is likely to be
celebrated in Bangladesh on
May 27,

Worker  representatives
at the meeting assured the
minister that timely pay-
ment would prevent any
agitation or industrial dis-
cord. However, they urged
the government to intervene
swiftly against factories that
have yet to clear outstanding

Labour leaders also called
on the government to ar-
range special buses, Grains
and launches to ease work-
ers’ Eid travel to their home
districts.

Responding to the con-
cerns, the minister said that
the government was fully
committed to ensuring safe

and smooth travel for work-
ers during the festive sea-
SOIL

He added that factory
owners and workers’ repre-
sentatives reached a mutual
understanding to stagger fac-
tory closures in phases to
ease traffic congestion on
highways: ‘Local administra-

| tion, district police and in-

dustrial police have received

T e —
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Fakhrul hails ILO
support for work safety,
labour welfare

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

THE Local Government, Rural
Development and Coopera-
tives Minister, Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, on Taesday
said International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO) can contrib-
ute immensely in emsuring
safe- working environment and
labour welfare in Bangladesh.

‘ILO can play a pivotal
role in ensuring workers'
welfare and promoting a safe
working environment in the
country, he said during a
meeting with the representa-
tives of International Labour
Organization at his ministry
office at Secretariat in Dhaka
on Tuesday.

During the meeting with

ILO Bangladesh country di-
rector Max Tunon, discus-
sions focused on improving
the living standards of city
corporation sanitation work-
ers, enhancing skills, creal-
ing employment opportuni-
ties and developing modern
wiaste management systems,
said a ministry press release.

He also underscored the
importanice of strengthening
infernational partnerships
in employment generation,
trade, industrialisation,
tackling climate change im-
pacts and enhancing the ca-
pacity of local government
institutions.

Emphasising sustainable
development, the minister
called for greater coordina-
tion between public and pri-

vate sector institulions.

. In a seéparafé meeting
with China State Construc-
tion Engineering Corpora-
tion delegation, the two
sides discussed expanding
cooperation in infrastruc-
ture and urban development
sectors in Bangladesh.

The discussions particu-
larly highlighted  the pros-
pects of joint initiatives in
safe water supply, modern
sewerage sysiems, construc-
tion and wrban infrastruc-
ture development,

In the meetings, the min-
ister stressed the need for
stronger international  co-
operation to ensure a safe
‘working - environment - and
generate employment op-
portunities in Bangladesh.
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Product diversification in
textile sector stressed

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

COMMERCE, industries,
and textiles and jute min-
ister Khandakar Abdul
Muktadir on Saturday said
Bangladesh's textile and
ready-made garment sector
should place the highest
priority on sustainable pro-
duction systems, innova-
tion, research, and product
diversification to maintain
long-term global competi-
tiveness.

‘Sustainability is - no
longer merely a slogan; it
is an essential con
for the survival and future

= growth of the industry,’ he

L

said while addressing the
‘Grand Launching Event
of Textile Innovation Ex-
change’ as the chief guest
held at a hotel in the capi-
tal today.

The minister said Bang-
ladesh has limited natural
respurces and therefore
electricity, gas, and water
must be used efficiently in
industrial production.

dition ficulties

He stressed the need for

eenergy conservation, water

recycling, circular produc-
tion systems, and improved
management practices to
ensure optimum utilization
of resources, said a press
release.

Muktadir said although
Bangladesh’s RMG in-
dustry has achieved re-
markable success over the
past decades, exports still
remain heavily depend-
ent on a limited range of
products.

He' warned that the
country would face dif-
sustaining  its
competitive edge globally
unless it moves quickly to-
wards higher value-added
products such as sports-
wear, man-made fibre-
based apparel, and techni-
cal textiles.

Referring to the Euro-
pean market and the chal-
lenges following Bangla-
desh’s graduation from the
Least Developed Couniry
category, he said the coun-
trv must become more pro-

active in diversifying prod-
ucts and exploring new
export destinations.

At the same time, greater
emphasis should be placed
on research, design devel-

opment, skills enhance-
ment, and the adoption of
modern technologies to

take the industry to a new
helght he added.

ighting the contri-
bution of the textile sector
to the country’s economic
development, the minister
said the industry has be-
come one of the main driv-
ing forces of industrialisa-
tion and export growth by
generating large-scale em-
ployment with relatively
low investment.

He noted that the sec-
tor still holds immense
untapped potential if sup-
ported by proper planning
and innovation.

On the issue of reopen-
ing closed industrial units,
the minister said the gov-
ernment would not spend
money on non-functional
factories while keeping

outdated machinery un-
changed.

Instead, industry-spe-
cific solutions would be
adopted, including the
development of industrial
parks, public-private part-
nership initiatives, and
lease-based investment
models to attract_fresh in-
vestment,

He said decisions in this
regard would be taken in
consultation with experi-
enced private sector entre-
preneurs.

The minister also said
promising sectors such as
leather, light engineering,
and shipbuilding would be
revitalized through modern
technology, skills develop-
ment, and international co-
operation.

Welcoming the Textile
Innovation Exchange initi-
ative, Muktadir said collab-
oration between industry
and academia, along with
the exchange of experienc-
es among enirepreneurs,
would help make Bangla-
desh’s textile sector more
modern, environmentally
friendly, and competitive.
The government, he added,
would continue to support
such initiatives.

Among others, Profes-
sor Md Julhas Uddin spoke
as guest of honour, while
Enamul Haque Khan, Pro-
fessor Ayub Nabi Khan,
Md Abdul Hamid, and Md
Enayet Hossain addressed
the event as special guests.

Md Shamsuzzaman
delivered the welcome
speech, Md Hasib Uddin
and Tareq Amin also spoke
at the programme, while
Ehsanul Karim Kaisar de-
livered the concluding re-
marks.

Later, the minister in-
augurated the Innovation
Textile Exchange platform
and visited different stalls
at the venue.
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MONDAY, MAY 11, 2026,

RMG exports to US

decline by 8.38pc

Staff Correspondent

THE readymade garment
exports to the United States
declined by 8.38 per cent
to $2.03 billion in January-
March of 2026, which was

$2.22 billion in the same.

period of 2025, according
to the latest data published
by the Office of Textiles and
Apparel of the USA.

The RMG export to
Bangladesh’s single largest ex-
port destination, plunged 8.08
per cent to $665 million in
March 2026, down from $723
million in March last year.

During the period, the
growth rates of Bangladesh
and other major competitors
declined, except for Vietnam
and Cambodia, indicating
weaker demand and eco-
nomic sluggishness.

In the months, the North
American country imported
RMG items worth $17.72
billion from its global sourc-
es, which was 11.63 per cent
lower than the $20 billion
imported in the first three
months of 2025.

In-terms of volume, Bang-
ladesh RMG exports to the

US in January-March of
2026 also declined by 5.97
per cent to 690.11 million
square metres from 734 mil-
lion square metres exported
in the same period of 2025,
indicating that Bangladeshi
exporters were receiving
lower unit prices.

Meanwhile, according to
the Otexa data, the average
unit price of Bangladeshi
apparel items was $2.95 per
SME, which was 2.56 per

_cent lower than the $3.03 per
SME recorded in January-
March period of 2025.

The unit price of the
Bangladeshi RMG in the
US market witnessed a sus-
tained decline over the past

___ months.

est export
the US by mt?n_thiy

the US value,
| in terms

In January-March 2026,
Bangladesh's market share
was 10.61 per cent in the
North American couniry,
rising slightly mainly due
to significant loss of market
share by China.
~ Tn January of this year,

esh ed China

er of RMG items to
export
still third
of market share.

remnained the larg-

Vietnam ap-
parel items worth $4 billion
in the first three months of
20286, up 2.77 per cent from
$3.88 billion in the same pe-
riod of 2025, accounting for
the market,

h, US
apparel imports from China
in January-March also experi-
enced a pronounced negative
growth of 52.91 per cent to
$1.7 billion from $3.6 billion
in the same period of 2925.
China’s market shares further
plunged to 11.56 per cent.

Indonesia the
fourth position by exporting
apparel items worth $1.22
billion in January-March of
2026, down 0.13 per cent
from slightly over $1.22 bil-
lion in the first three months
of 2025, with a market share
of 6.27 per cent.

According to the Otexa
data, the US RMG imports
from India declined by
27.01 per cent to $1.1 bil-

lion, while the imports
from Cambodia increased
by 27.01 per cent to $1.09
billion, made them the fifth
and sixth with a market
share of 6.01 per cent and
6.6 per cent, respectively.

Imports from Mexico de-
clined by 5.95 per cent to
$592 million, and from Paki-
stan by 5.18 per cent to $519
million, said the Otexa data.

Bangladeshi  exporters
said that tariffs and eco-
nomic sluggishness had
reshaped the global trade
landscape, impacting Bang-
ladesh’s exports.

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
that the US imports from
global sources i
which also impacled Bang-
ladesh’s exports.

He also said Bangladesh
should focus on value-
added products, diversified
destinations, and robust re-
search, development, and
innovation to align with de-
mand.

He also said that if the
ongoing Middle East crisis is
not resolved, exports would
decline further.

According to the Otexa
data, Bangladesh’s apparel
exports to the US in 2025
reached $8.2 billion, which
was $7.34 billion in 2024.
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Garment exporters press

"

for uninterrupted power,
customs reforms

BGMEA, BKMEFA leaders sit with the premier in separate meetings

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Garment exporters yesterday urged the
government Lo ensure uninterrupted power
and energy supply, quick release of export
receipts from banks, reopening of closed
factories, and easing of customs rules,

Leaders of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) and the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA) made the demands at a meeting
with Prime Minister Tarique Rahman at his
secretariat office in Dhaka.

In separate meetings with the two trade
bodies, the prime minister listened to the
problems and challenges they face in running
their businesses.

After the meeting, BGMEA President
Mahmud Hasan Khan said they discussed
export diversification within the garment
sector, reopening of closed factories, and the
struggles many factories face for survival.

Regarding factory reopening, Khan said
a total of 104 factories have informed the
BGMEA about their closure so far. The
BGMEA will scrutinise the cases of closed
factories to identify the genuine reasons for
the shutdowns. Following the scrutiny, the
association will send recommendations for
reopening those factories, as the government
is working to open a Tk 20,000 crore fund to
assist in their revival.

BKMEA President Mohammad Hatem
said they thanked the prime minister for
taking the initiative to defer Bangladesh’s

CONCERNS
Delayed export receipts hurting factories
Banks blamed for many Fﬂc't-tﬁ;;lusu'res
Expnrtérs worried over misuse of bond fubﬂity
They seek ecsier customs rules

graduation from the least developed country
(LDC) category for three more years. The
BKMEA also welcomed the government’s
amendment of the labour law to meet
international standards, as demanded by
global stakeholders.

Hatem noted that some 400 factories were
closed in the last three years, nearly 300 of
them due to non-cooperation from banks. He
explained that banks release export receipts to
exporters’ lien accounts, but delays in payment
often force loans into default, leaving exporters
unable to pay suppliers on time.

He also demanded uninterrupted supply
of power and gas to industrial units, as recent

shortages of fuel oil have severely affected
productivity. Hatem further raised concerns
about the misuse of the bond facility and
urged action against violators of bond
licences.

Additionally, he called for easing
National Board of Revenue (NBR) rules,
particularly customs procedures, to
smooth export and import processes and
reduce lead times. He stressed that complex
and time-consuming customs procedures
have deterred both domestic and foreign
direct investment,

Commerce Minister Khandakar Abdul
Muktadir was present in both the meetings.
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Staff Correspondent

OVERSEAS jobs decreased
by 50 per cent in March 2026
compared with the same
period past year amid con-
flicts across the Gulf states,
the Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit, a
non-governmental organisa-
tion, said on Wednesday.

Al a press conference at
the National Press Club in the
capital Dhaka, the RMMRU
also said that the migrant
workers staying in the Gulf
countries were facing un-
certainty over their jobs and
safety due to the war on Iran.

RMMRU founding chair
Tasneem Siddiqui urged
the government special ini-
tiatives to safeguard migrant
workers during the war.

‘There should be a sepa-
rate line in the government

budget to support expatriate
workers in wartime sifu-
ations. There needs to be
a specific fund or budget
structure, which would be
state-run, to ensure rapid as-
sistance in such crises,’ she
said.

RMMRU research fellow
Mohammad Jalal Uddin Sik-
der, also associate professor
at North South University,
read out the written state-
ment in which he placed
short-, mid- and long-term
recommendations.

The recommendations
included special migrant
crisis response cells at Bang-
ladeshi embassies in GCC
countries, along with 24/7
Bangla-language  hotlines,
emergency food, shelter
and mental health support
for stranded workers, crisis
alert systems in Bangla via

A Y - ;jmsm MAY 14, 2026,
Labour migration drops by 50pc

due to ME war: RMMRU

WhatsApp and SMS and di-
versification of Bangladesh’s
overseas labour markets be-
yond the Gulf in the long
term.

The RMMRU said that
prolonged conflict could
trigger widespread instabili-
ty in the Gulf labour market,
threatening ~ employment
opportunities for lakhs of
Bangladeshi workers,

An estimated 70 lakh
Bangladeshi migrant work-
ers are staying in the Middle
East countries, including the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Kirwait, Bahrain and
Lebanon.

‘The number of overseas
job clearances from Bangla-
desh declined by 50 per cent
in March compared with the
same period past vear, the
RMMRU said quoting Bu-

reau of Manpower Employ-
ment and Training data.

At least 10 Bangladeshi
migrants have so far died and
over 35 have been injured in
the war that began .on Feb-
ruary 28 with the United
States and Israel launching
attacks on Iran and Tehran's
retaliatory strikes on the US
bases across the Arab Gulf
states.

The RMMRU said that the
war had already disrupted
business and economic ac-
tivities across the Gulf areas.

"The uncertainty could
affect Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030 mega projects which
were expected to generate
long-term jobs for Bangla-
deshi workers in construc-
tion and services,’ according
to the RMMRLI.

The RMMRU also ex-
pressed concern over the

possible expansion of the
conflict to the UAE, noting
that its involvement along-
side the US and Israel could
expose il to retaliatory at-
tacks from Iran, which could
put the lives and livelihoods
of nearly two million Bang-
ladeshis in the UAE at risk.

The RMMRU ecriticised
the government for lack-
ing a comprehensive crisis
response mechanism, say-
ing there was no dedicated
emergency fund for migrant
workers affected by the war,
including those who lost
jobs, were injured or forced
to return home.

The RMMRU also raised
concern over domestic
workers, describing them as
among the most isolated and
vulnerable migrant groups,
often outside emergency
communication networks.
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en days into the journey, crammed with

more than 250 people inside a fishing

trawler built for 20, Rafiqul Alam (pseu-
donym) was told to make wudhu and ask God
for forgiveness. A storm was approaching, and
the men steering the boat said they might never
reach land.

“The waves were unlike anything I'd ever
seen before,” Alam recalled. “They were taller
than two-storey buildings, I saw one coming
straight at the trawler. If it had hit us head-on, I
wouldn’t be talking to you right now.”

Two weeks earlier, Alam had left his village
with the promise of work in Malaysia. The legal
route was shut, but he had spent years saving
money from his job at a tea stall, hoping to
move abroad someday.

Raised by a single parent and living hand to
mouth for most of his life, the 24-year-old said he
did not hesitate when a middleman offered him
a route to Malaysia for Tk2 lakh — no passport,
visa or official paperwork required. There was
only one condition: the journey would be by sea.

Perilous waters

“They picked us up from Chattogram’s Sat Ras-
tar Mor and took us to a place by a river — I
don’t know which river it was,” said Mahmud
| Riaz (pseudonym), Alam’s cousin, who trav-
| elled using the same route to Malaysia.

to scare us, or to scare off other gangs at sea,”
said Alam.

Survivors described a sprawling network
involving Bangladeshi brokers, Rohingya in-
termediaries, and handlers they believed were
Burimese operating along parts of the Thailand-
Malaysia corridor.

Into the jungle
After 17 days at sea, the migrants reached the

Thai coast. From there, traffickers transferred
them onto’ smaller speedboats and moved
them deep into the surrounding hill forests
near the border, according to survivors.

By then, the journey had already claimed
several lives.

In the farests, the migrants discovered they
were not alone.

“When we got there, I saw hundreds of
people,” said Mohammad Aziz (pseudonym),
another survivor who later returned to Bang-
ladesh. “That's when 1 realised what kind of
place we had come to.”

According to Aziz, Hundreds of Bangladesh-
is were being held in makeshift jungle camps
while traffickers demanded additional pay-
ments from their families back home. Those
whose payments had not arrived were often
forced to work inside the camps.

The men overseeing the camps, Aziz said,
appeared to be part of a larger cross-border
network involving actors from multiple coun-
tries along the Thailand-Malaysia route,

“We were told a ship would take us. Instead, “They wold choose people from among us
@ them responsible for controlling oth-

it was a fishing trawler.

More than 250 people were packed inside
like cattle. We didn’t even have space to sit,”
he told TBS.

Before boarding, the passengers said traf-
fickers confiscated the dry food many had
brought along for the journey. Wy
 “We got one cup of water a day and dry in-
stant noodles,” Alam said. “Even to urinate,
we had to wait an entire day. If anyene com-
plained, they would beat us.”

According to the survivors, at least five pas-
sengers were beaten to death during the 1o_ur-
ney. Several others, weakened by starvation
and dehydration, died on the hoat and were

rown into the sea.

-~ "1“inc-member a boy from Satkhira who haFl epi-
lepsy,” Alam recalled. “He kept having selzures
during the journey.
sea while he was still alive.”

After the storm, there was hardly any wa-
ter left. That was when the traffickers began
abandoning people at sea one by one to con-
serve water.

Later, they threw him into the

“They sometimes fired bullets — probably

ers,” Aziz said. “If someone’s family could not
send money, they were made to work there.”

The-migrants then began walking through the
jungle toward the Malaysian border, But during the
joumney, Thai authorities raided one of the camps.

“People started running in every direc-
tion,” Aziz recalled. “One moment there were
hundreds of people there. The next, nobody
was left.”

Aziz escaped into the forest with a small
group of Bangladeshis. In the chaos, he lost
contact with Alam and several others from
their village.

Alam and Riaz were later caught by peo-
ple living inside the forest before traffickers
brought them back and resumed the journey
toward Malaysia.
“Once we reached Thailand,
ing us with food. We
found in the jungle,”

They communicated T
jes — the stranded people they put to work.

they stopped provid-

rn to deadly sea routes

There, Alam and the others survived on wild
fruits they found in the jungle, eating them raw.

To cross the border, the migrants said they
were taken through a narrow underground tunnel
used by traffickers to move people into Malaysia.

“We had to walk bent over the entire time,”
Aziz said. “There was a sitrong smell of bats in-
side. We could barely breathe.”

The dream
Back in their villages, Malaysia has long carried
the promise of escape.

The men who returned from abroad built con-
crete houses, bought land and became figures of
status in their communities. For young men like
Alam, migration did not feel like a gamble so
much as the only visible route out of poverty.

“If someone came back fram abroad, people
respected him,” said Mohammad Aziz. “Every-
body wanted that life.”

The traffickers understood that aspiration well.

By the time the migrants finally crossed into Malay-
sia after weeks at sea and through the Thai jungles,
most had already exhausted their families’ savings.
Many arrived without passports, permits or any legal
identity — conditions that made them easy to exploit.

According to the survivors, employers often with-
held wages or paid them far below what had been
promised, knowing undocumented workers had little
ahility to seek legal protection. :

“What could we do?” Azz said. “We had no pa-
pers, Theypajdusarmmdsooringgnamﬂh.lusad
to eamn neatly Tk3o,000 in Bangladesh. Why struggle
so far away from home for less money than I could
eam while staying with my family?"

Aziz returned to Bangladesh within a year.

Before he could legalise his status, he said Malay-
sian authorifies detained him during a raid. He was
later issued a temporary travel pass and deported.

Now back in Jashore, Aziz drives a local trans-
port vehicle for a living.

“I'm happier now than when I was there,” he
said. “1 earn enough to survive. But at least I'm
with my family. Alhamdulillah.”

The others did not return.

Alam eventually managed to legalise his sta-
tus and still works in Malaysia nearly a decade
later, He said he has since saved enough money
to buy a small plot of land in Jashore,

Mahmud Riaz, however, remains undocumented.

According to him, he still works alongside
Rohingya refugees and other undocumented mi-
grants, moving between temporary jobs while

were told to eat whatever we avoiding immigration crackdowns. Nearly nine
said Alam. “We did not under-

stand their language, nor did they understand ours.
with us through intermediar-

years after leaving Bangladesh, he says -he hopes
to return home this year.

Jalal Ahmed, a Dhaka-based migration agent who
works with Malaysian visas, said irregular migration
routes tend to become active whenever formal labour
migration stalls. He said the legal process for going to

b8

Malaysia was effectively closed both in 2017 — when
the three men left Bangladesh — and again in 2024
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Ban mfﬁdesli should
move up the global

value chain: ADB

SOHEL PARVEZ, from Samarkand
mﬂmm ULL:‘H MlR.DHA in Dhaka
Bangladesh neede L0 move up Lhc g,lubal
value chain (GVC), with Iresh policy
measures aiming to support this by
promoting diversification and higher
value-added activities, according to a new
Asian Development Bank (ADB) study.

The study on GVCs, growth, and
inequality was released vesterday.

From a trade and GVC perspective,
Bangladesh has become heavily
dependent on readymade garment (RMG)
exports, with apparel making up over 80
percent of total exports, while the share
of textiles has declined.

The country’s participation in the
textiles and textile products GVC is also
concentrated in low-value downstream
work, mainly assembling and finishing
imported materials. )

According to ADB data, compared
with other major textile exporters
in developing Asia and the Pacific,
Bangladesh has a relatively low ratio of
forward to backward GVC linkages.

This shows a strong dependence on
imported fabrics, yarns, dves and other
inputs, with limited involvement in
higher-value stages of production.

Strong specialisation in textiles and
textile products has helped Bangladesh
absorb labour and boost exports, but it
has also limited structural upgrading. As
a result, the country has joined GVCs but
has not moved up within them.

This is reflected in weak forward
linkages and limited knowledge transfer
from global lead hrms, which restrict

Appoarel now makes
upmmr&ﬂ%af
Bangladesh's exports

WEAK
DIVERSIFICATION

SLOW UPGRADING

lodesh has entered
not moved up
olue chain

improvemernts in processes, products
and functions.

GVC participation rates are also
below the global average, showing less
integration across dilferent stages
of production compared with peer
exporters.

In addition, the industrial base
outside textiles and textile products
remains narrow, limiting value-added
diversification and the development of
Tocal suppliers.

The report also said Bangladesh faces
challenges in its GVC participation.
Although exports and production in
the RMG sector continue to grow, this
expansion is not translating into stronger

- MIDDLE-INCOME RISK i

Rising wages have
roised feors of o
middle-income trop

LOW-VALUE ROLE

Bungludem:amnn'sfmmdun
assembly ond finishing In textile
-gkbdvdmdwnh

JOBS CHALLENGE

) Flhllﬁgmv.'t'l'nsm
&N ting
strong employment
growth

FUTURE COMPETITIVENESS

Resilience, sustainability,
and skills will matter more
than cheap labour

employment growth.

Wages have also started to rise since
Bangladesh was reclassified as a lower
middle-income country in 2015. This
has raised concerns about a possible
“middle-income trap,” where economies
struggle to move from middle- to high-
income status.

Preferential market aecess, such as
the Furopean Union's Everything but
Arms (EBA) scheme, has supported the
growth and integration of the RMG
sector. However, recent changes in rules
of origin are limiting opportunities |
to upgrade in certain product areas,
including knitwear.

For
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Bangladesh should move

FROM PAGE BI industry, including the Annual Meeting of the (reatment that rcad;—-ﬁde'-
Participation in GVCs, Accord onFireand Building Board of Governors of garments get should be.
especially in the apparel Safety in Bangladesh and ADB in Samarkand, extended to other sectors

sector, has been central the Alliance for Bangladesh Uzbekistan, which to expand opportunities,”
to Bangladesh’s export- Worker Safety. concluded vesterday. he said. "And meanwhile,
led growth. It has alsc These were introduced He added that really think about
supported inclusive after the Rana Plaza Bangladesh should look for opportunities to upgrade.”
development by creating collapse in 2013, which opportunities to move up Neil  Foster McGregor,.
jobs - particularly for Kkilled more than 1100 within GVCs. principal economist at
women - and reducing people in a building “And also, for ADB, presenting the main
poverty. housing five garment Bangladesh, there is such findings of the report, said

The sector now accounts factories. However, the a concentration in this production processes are
for most export earnings report said these effortsare  one export sector thatitis becoming increasingly
and employs around 4.5 still not complete. very risky for the economy  capital intensive.
million people, more “Bangladesh has done if something unexpected He . added that
than half of them women. very well in garments, occurs that really affects geopolitics and  rising
Despite this progress, but that is a very labour that sector, as we have seen  sustainability demands will

concerns remain about intensive activity with in the past,” Park said. reshape GVCs.

continued reliance on low little upgrading to higher He added that He said future

wages and poor working value added work,” said Bangladesh should competitiveness will

conditions. ADB Chief Fconomist diversify into other sectors depend on  resilience,
Efforts have been Albert Park, speaking and allow easier import of sustainability and firm

made to improve safety at a media briefing on inputswithout tariffs. capabilities, not just low

and sustainability in- the the sidelines of the 59th “The same kind of labourcosts.

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS Friday » May 22, 2026

Hundreds of factories - iimiin.

with the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
$ | PR Sl - ® Exporters Association (BGMEA), 77 factories or
e*t to; ' Salalole 10.88 per cent out of 708 units registered with the
= da . ! S Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
. Association (BKMEA), and 58 member mills out of
4 382 under the Bangladesh Textile Mills Association
; 0 p]‘. onuses (BTMA) had yet to pay April wages as of Thursday.
: b The data also showed that four factories under the
Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Autherity
. : BEPZA) jutemills had i
Industrial Police fear some may E.agesb,“r",‘,’uﬂ‘;":,’_ i+ + 0%
Concerns are mounting over delayed wage fail to clear dues ahead Munni_fe@yahoo.com
payments in hundreds of factories across of Eid-ul-Azha
Bangladesh ahead of Eid-ul-Azha, raising =~ _ 58 -
fears of labour unrest in keyindustrial belts,  Wednesday, Additional Inspector General of
Industrial Police officials warned that some ";‘:i““ﬁ:':l Pf:““ Gazi jasim w:ghﬁr cc:npfr:iﬁm
factories may struggle to Iwagesand 2Ndurg ctory owners to clear ers’ salaries
festival 3“0:31-“5?“ ﬁm?pfﬂﬂmhg: inthe and bonuses before the Eid-ul-Azha holidays begin.
garment and textile sectors. He expressed concern that some factories may fail to
Authorities have urged factory owners and pay wages and festival allowances ahead of Eid and
trade bodies to take immediate steps to ensure requested owners of those units to hold urgent
timely payments and prevent disruptions in discussions with leaders of different organisations
industrial areas during the holiday period. and government agencies to ensure timely payment
About 9.15 per cent, or 937 factories, under the of wages, festival bonuses and leave.
jurisdiction of the Industrial Police (IP) in eight He 8ls urged factory owners not to lay off workers
industrial zones across the country, before_Eid. )
particularly in Ashulia, Gazipur, Narayanganj, Mr Jasim further directed Industrial Police unit
Chattogram and Sylhet, had yet topayApril  heads to take necessary measures to prevent
wages as of Thursday. workers from causing public suffering by blocking
Atotal 0f 10,238 _fgclqdﬁam_oneﬂ_qg_uqﬂel roads and highways over salary and bonus demands,
its jurisdiction across eight industrial Zones --  and to ensure proper implementation of
Ashulia, Gazipur, Chattogram, Narayanganj, government instructions in this regard.
Mymensingh, Khulna, Cumiliaand Sylhet--  BGMEA Vice-President Rezwan Selim said the
excluding Dhaka Metropolitan City. government needs to maintain special monitoring
Of these, 937 factories -~ incl 325 textile of subcontracting factories, adding that the trade
and ready-made garment (RM and 612 body would also supervise them.
non-RMG units -- had not pz wages  BKMEA Director Md Belayet Hossain Ripon alleged that

FEREPORT

until Thursday, IP data showed. ~ itisimpossible torun factories smoothly unless "vested
The highest non-payment rate was recorded  quarters” among labour leaders are controlied.

in Narayanganjat19.59 percent, followedby He also requested stronger police patrols in

15.70 per cent in Mymensingh, 12.52 percent  industrial areas at night.

in Gazipur and 6.39 per centin Ashulia.
At a meeting with trade bodies, including
BGMEA, BKMEA, BTMA and BEPZA, on
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Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST eight people
were killed in road acci-
dents in Bagerhat, Sunam-
ganj, Thakurgaon and Tan-
gail on Wednesday.

Three people  were
killed in a head-on colli-
sion between a truck and a
motorcycle on the Khulna-
Mongla Highway in Bager-
hat, reported Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha.

The accident occurred
at about 9:00am when a
Khulna-bound motorcycle
carrying three passengers
collided head-on - with a
Mongla-bound truck, leav-
ing one dead on the spot
and two others injured.

People of the area took
the injured to Bagerhat
250-bed Hospital, where
the on-duty doctor de-
clared the duo dead.

The deceased are mo-

—

A
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torcyclist Kader Faraji, 50,
a resident of Bhabana area
under Fakirhat; Bahadur
Sikder, 45, a resident of
Morelganj; and Monir Hos-
sain, 48, from the same
area in Bagerhat.

Katakhali highway
police station officer-in-
charge Md Zafar Ahmed
said that the bodies were
sent to the Bagerhat Sadar
Hospital morgue for autop-
sy, and legal proceedings
were under process.

The BSS also reported
that two people were killed
and three others injured
in a head-on collision be-
tween a bus and a laguna
on the Sylhet-Sunamgani
Highway in the Ahsanmara
Bridge area under Shanti-
ganj in Sunamganj,

The accident caused se-
vere traffic congestion on
the busy highway and trig-
gering panic among people

of the area.

According lo wilnesses,
a bus travelling towards
Sunamganj collided head-
on with & laguna heading
to Sylhet, leaving two pas-
sengers dead on the spot.

The deceased were Za-
her Mia, 18, a resident of
Kathir union under Su-
namganj Sadar; and Ibra-
him Mia, 26, of Ghagli vil-
lage under Shantiganj.

Two friends were killed
after their motorcycle lost
control and crashed into a
roadside island in Thakur-
gaon town, BSS reported.

The deceased were
Ritwik, 25, and Ashik,
25, both residents of Ma-
thurapur village under
Thakurgaon Sadar.

The accident took place
in the Gobindanagar Mun-
shirhat area, confirmed
officer-in-charge of Thalur-
gaon Sadar police station

ed 1n road accidents

Mohammad Monir Hossain.

Ritwik died on the spot
and Ashik was taken to
Thakurgaon 250-bed Gen-
eral Hospital, where he lat-
er died while undergoing
treatment.

The BSS also reported
killed vehicle
overturned on the Dhaka-
Tangail Highway at Bhat-
kura area in Tangail.

The deceased, Russell
Mia, 20, was a resident of
Sirajkandi area under Bh-

“uapur in the district.

The police . said that
the truck lost control after
the driver apparently fell
asleep while reaching the
Bhatkura area.

The vehicle climbed
onto the road divider and
overturned, leaving the
driver crushed underneath.
He died on the spot, added
the police.
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Fish farmer found dead with
throat slit in Natore

NATORE, May 04 (UNB): resident of Bishnupurvillage  Shiuily Begum, entered the Police also collected evidence
‘Police recovered thebody ofa  under Italy Union. room and found his blood- before sending the body to
ifish farmer with his throat Family members said Rubel stained body lying on the Natore General Hospital for
‘and handsslitathishomein  used tosleep ina separate floor. an autopsy.

Singra upazila of Natore room in his houseand leftthe  Locals later informed police,  Singra Police Station Officer-
district early Sunday. door open before going to who recovered the body and in-Charge Rafiqul Islam said
The deceased was identified bed at night. conducted an inquest at the the incident is under

as Rafiqul Islam Rubel, 50, a In the morning, his wife, scene.

investigation,
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Staff Correspondent

POLITICIANS, academics
and economists on Friday, at
a discussion in Dhaka,
on the Bangladesh National-
ist Party-led government to
ensure sufficient develop-
ment budget allocation in
the upcoming fiscal 2026-27
budget for ¢he farm labour-
ers and the working class.
Khetmajur
Samiti, the farm labaurer front
of the Communist Party of
, organised the dis-
cussion meeting at its central
office titled ‘upcoming budget,
of farm labourers
and working class people and
what to do’ with president of

The Jatlya Mukti Council holds a rally, calling on the govermmenttota
Kishoregari, Moulvibazar and Brahmanbaria, in front of W
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ST 8 4390

the organisation Fazlur Rah-
man in the chair.

Former CPB president
Mujahidul Islam Selim said
that although the required
development of the coun-
try is occurring, the fates of
farm labourers and working-
class people remained un-

“We wanted the formation
of a discrimination-free soci-
ety in the country, but it has
not been established so far’
he said.

He urged the BNPled
government to secure year-
round works for labourers
via adequate development
budgeting.

Selim also called on the

et allocation
or farm workers

farm labourers' bodies to
continue movements to sat-
isfy their demands.

Former Dhaka University
professor and economist MM
Akash highlighted a growing
demand from the working
class for state-guaranteed,
continuous employment.

Fellow of Centre for Policy
Dialogue economist Mustafi-
zur Rahman said that in old
age, working-class people
lose their ability to work, so
they must be brought under
a pension scheme in their
old age.

He criticised the business
deal signed with the United
States government during
the rule of the interim gov-

A ﬁ SATURDAY, MAY'9, 2026,
Higher budg
sought f

ernment, saying that under
the deal, Bangladesh must
import wheat, soybean and
gas from the United States at
higher prices, which would
create problems for the econ-
omy of Bangladesh.

Writer and researcher Pav-
gl Partha said that the gov-
ernment should take steps to
ensure farmers get their fair
prices for their produce.

Arnab Sarker, general sec-
retary of Khetmajur Samiti,
called on the leaders and
activists of the organisation
to remain alert to prevent

any irregularities in the dis-
tribution of family cards and

agricultural cards by the gov-
ernment.

ke adequate steps to save the farmers of the haor areas in Sunamganj, -
Club in Dhaka on Friday.

— New Age photo
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The victims of Rana Plaza collapse and Tazreen Fashion fire incidents hotda press conference, demanding compensation, at the
National Press Club in the capital on Saturday. — New Age’photo
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The Sramik Karmachari Oikya Farishad stages a protest rally, demanding payment of May wages and Eid bonuses before Eid-ul-
Azha and punishment for recruiting agencies accused of defrauding people in the name of overseas employment, in front of the
National Press Club in Dhaka on Wednesday. — New Age photo
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Passengers suffer as Rajshahi
transport workers go on strike

Staff Correspondent - Rajshahi

BUS communication be-
tween Rajshahi and the rest
of the country remained
suspended on Monday as
transport workers went on
strike for an indefinite pe-
riod without prior notice,
causing immense suffering
to passengers.

The workers said that
they had enforced the strike
in protest at the ‘pocket’
committee of the Rajshahi
District Motor Workers Un-
ion, recently announced by
central leaders.

According to the transport
workers, Bangladesh Road
Transport Workers Federa-
tion on Sunday announced
anew 21-member committee
of the Rajshahi District Motor
Workers Union.

In the new committee,
convener of Rajshahi Metro-
politan Sramik Dal Rafiqul
Islam Pakhi has been made
president and Mominul Is-

lam Momin general secretary.

But a section of work-
ers rejected the committee,
describing it as an imposed
‘pocket committee’, enforc-
ing the strike from Monday
morning.

The agitating workers
said that the union’s elected
general secretary Mahtab
Hossain Chowdhury went
into hiding after the fall of
the Awami League regime,
after which Pakhi assumed
charge as acting general
secretary.

They alleged that Pakhi
had repeatedly harassed
workers and led outsiders
in carrying out an attack on
them with crude bombs and
gunfire last month.

Demanding the immedi-
ate cancellation’of the new
committee, they called for
formation of a three-month
convening committee along
with a clear road map for
elections to the union.

Nazrul Islam Helal, gen-

de =
REFETE | s oo

eral secretary of the Rajshahi
Road Transport Group, told
New Age that the agitating
workers informed him that
they would not accept any
unelected committee.

‘As they are demanding
elections, I have already
spoken to the district ad-
ministration; - - police and
Rajshahi City Corporation
and suggested.that the new-
ly announced committee be

suspended giving charge fo

an ad hoc committee that
will hold the election soon,’
he said.

Visits to several bus ter-
minals in the city found a
large number of passengers
waiting for hours as servic-
es stalled.

Many passengers ex-
pressed frustration, saying
that they became victims
of repeated transport shut-
downs triggered by internal
conflicts among transport
waorkers.

Habibur Rahman, a job-

holder, who was found at a
bus counter at Shircil Bus
Terminal, said that he took
leave early to return to his
home in Cumilla ahead of
Eid, but came to know about
the service shutdown only
after reaching the terminal.

‘Transport workers in
Rajshahi frequently en-
force such programmes,
causing immense suffering
to ordinary passengers like
us, he said.

Another passenger,
Rafiqul Islam, said that he
must go to Dhaka to attend
an important matter at the
High Court.

Now 1 will have to go to
Natore first by three-wheeler
and then catch a bus from
there. It will cost extra and
waste a lot of time,” he said.

Earlier in April, transport
workers enforced hus strikes
twice following internal ri-
valry over control of the Ra-
jshahi District Motor Work-
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RAW JUTE EXPORT BAN

Khulna workers block road
for 3rd straight day

KHULNA, May 21 (UNB): Jute workers in
Khulna blocked a road for the third
consecutive day on Thursday, demanding the
unconditional withdrawal of the ban on raw
jute exports and compensation for workers
who lost their jobs due ta the suspension of
exports.

The workers-under the banner of the
Daulatpur Jute Press and Baling Workers'
Union-took to the Khulna-Jashore Highway
around 10:00am and blocked the stretch from
Religate to Daulatpur in the city. >3
Alarge number of women also joined the.

demonstrations in support of the movement,
staging protest marches and occupying the
highway alongside the workers.

Workers placed logs and bamboo poles on the
road, halting vehicular movement and
causing suffering for commuters as vehicles
remained stranded on both sides of the
highway. They withdrew the blockade after an
hour, around 11:00am. The protesting
workers said the Ministry of Textiles and Jute
imposed a ban on raw jute exportson
September 8 last year, effectively halting

e

The Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad holds a rally, calling on the government 1o keep special

fi 38 ‘ 3
: Thursday 21 May 202¢
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" SKOP leaders demand
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Staif Correspondent

LEADERS of the Sramik Kar-
machari Oikya Parishad at a
rally in Dhaka on Wednesday
called on the govenumm&lto

special allocation in the
ﬁrmng budget for the wel-
fares of the labourers.

SKOP a combine of 14
labour right bodies, organ-
ised the rally in. front of the
National Press Club, which
was chaired by labour leader
Nurul Amin.

Calling on the govern-
ment to keep special alloca-
tion in the upcoming budget
for the welfares of the labour-
ers, SKOP leader Anwar Hos-
sain urged to rTeopen more
than 25 closed state owned
jute and sugar mills and run
the mills in state ownership.

Labour leader Abdul Kader
Hawlader also called on the
government to take steps for in-
creasing wages of the workers,

Labour leaders Chowdhury
Ashiqul Alam, Saifuzzaman
Badsha, Shamim Ara, Ahsan
Habib Bulbul, Fayez Hossain
and Kazi Ruhul Amin, among
others, spoke at the rally.

The rally was followed
by a procession that paraded
different city roads.

After the procession, a
delegation of labour leaders

- led by Fayez Hossain handed

over a memorandum to the
finance minister Amir Kho-
shru Mahmud Chowdhury
in the Bangladesh Secretariat.

allocation in the upcoming budget for the welfares of the labourers, in front of the National Press

Club in Dhaka on Wednesday. — | — New Age photo
NS |
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RMG workers block highway
at Ashulia for dues

JU Correspondent

Workers of a garment fac-
tory at Dhaka's Ashulia
industrial belt blocked the
Nabinagar-Chandra high-
way on Monday, demand-
ing payment of arrears.
Employees of ready-

made garment factory En-
ergypac staged the protest
on the highway in Baraipa-
ra area of Ashulia at around
11:00am, halting traffic for
about an hour.

Protesting workers said

that the factory manage-
ment had failed to -pay
their April wages despite
making repeated promises
to clear the dues in install-
ments.

They also said that with
nonpayment of dues ahead
of Eid-ul-Azha frustrated
their preparations for the
festival.

‘We have wailed through
several assurances, but
the salary has not been
paid,’ said protester Monira
Khatun.

‘Eid is approaching, and
without our wages, our cel-
ebrations will be ruined,’
she added,

‘We are struggling to
manage basic household
expenses,’ she further said.

The workers withdrew
the blockade at about 12:00
noon after intervention by
the Industrial Police, who
assured them that discus-
sions would be held with
the factory authorities over
the payment issue.

Mominul Islam Bhui-

yan, superintendent of
Ashulia Industrial Police-1,
said that the workers had
blocked the highway for
payment of their outstand-
ing April wages.

‘We held talks with the
factory authorities regard-
ing the workers' unpaid
wages,” he said.

After receiving assur-
ances, the workers cleared
the highway and traffic
movement returned to nor-
mal, said Mominul Islam
Bhuiyan.
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