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BCM_EA ¥ H&M Group and the BGMEA will play an

important role in accelerating the

join handS O fimmgiadeh: sid Alewndra erk
reduce carbon  Bangades Sﬁa&?ﬁ%
cmisson by 30% SRSt T

industry of Bangladesh continue its

s pr{zﬁess in the area of sustainability
The Bangladesh Garment in the coming days, and will extend
Manufacturers and  Exporters cooperation to accelerate the green
Association (BGMEA} and H&M growth of the industry, Linde said.
Group entered into a deal yesterday  From H&M Group, Ziaur
to attempt a t(ransition towards Rahman, Faisal Rabbi, Yosef El
a circular and climate neutral Natour, Karin Lind and Adam
garment industry in Bangladesh by Karlsson were present at the MoU
reducing carbon emissions by 30 signing ceremony.
per cent. _ The event was also attended by
Helena Helmersson, CEO of BGMEA vice-presidents Shahidullah
the fashion retailer, and Faruque Azim and Miran Ali, directors
Hassan, president of the BGMEA, Shehrin Salam Oishee, Inamul
inked the memorandum of Hag Khan and Neela Hosna Ara
understanding (MoU) in Dhaka on and Chair of BGMEA Standing

developing and implementing a
strategic roadmap, according to a
BGMEA statement.

joint responsibility of our industry...
we will be able to accelerate the well-
needed change of the industry and
together tackle shared challenges,”
said Helmersson.

“I hope this collaboration will
add pace to our journey toward
sustainability,” said Hassan,

the strong commitment of
Bangladesh’s apparel industry to
grow in a sustainable manner to have
positive impacts on the industry, the
economy and climate,” he said.

S

‘Bangladesh  produced 169.06
million tonnes of greenhouse gases
(GHGs) emission in 2021 and it will
be 409.41 million tonnes by 2030,
according to data from Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs)

The global fashion industry
emitted about 2.1 billion tonnes of
GHG, which is equivalent to about
4 per cent of total global GHG
emission, said a study by McKinsey
in 2018. The fashion industry has
to reduce its GHG émissions by 1.1
billion tonnes of carbon equivalent
by 2030. Bangladesh’s national

contribution to global = GHG
emission is 0.45 per cent.
“The collaboration berween H&M

“We need to collaborate and take S

Committee on Foreign Mission Cell
Shams Mib;_nud. -
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PLASTIC pollution in - all
across the country over the
'years despite official com-
mitments to curb it, posing a
serious threat to human and
environmental  pollution
from plastic was gradually
i ng as laws and poli-
ardly eert Hhp}
mented. -

Bangladesh Environ-
mental Lawyers Associa-
tion chief executive Syeda
Rizwana Hasan said that
whenever the reduction of
plastic use was discussed,
business people came up

‘But plastic ing is
not the solution: Recycli
is hazardous and not eco-
nomically efficient, she
said, adding that Bangladesh
should stop single-use plas-
tic and polythene without
. Shb said that there were

many alternatives to plastic,

_ranging from jute to paper,
cloth, grass, and soil. If the
government banned plastic,
they would thrive as busi-
nesses. : »
Green activists believed
that plastic pollution was
skyrocketing in Bangladesh
due mainly to the illegal use
of polythene and uncon-
trolled single-use plastic.
They said that Bangla-
desh had taken many praise-
worthy initiatives to combat
plastic pollution, but all
failed due to a lack of proper
implementation.
In 1992, Bangladesh
banned polythene bags to
stop plastic pollution. De-
spite the ban, polythene
bags are now readily avail-
able across the country.
! The World Bank Group,
"in its latest report unveiled
| in December 2021, found
i that plastic use was increas-
" ing rapidly, as was pollution.
In the past 15 years,
Bangladesh's annual per

Plastic pollu '
goes unabated
in Bangladesh

capita plastic consumption

in wrban areas has tripled
{o 9.0 kg-in 2020 from 3.0
kg in 2005, Consumption
of low-density. polyethene
increased -fivefold. in-2020.
“‘compared to 2005, accord-
ing to the WB report. ~ ©
. Mismanﬂsed o p]astlc
countrysids, rivers, and ca-
nals, They clog drains, caus-
ing urban flooding, said the
report. :

. Plastic is a material that
degrades slowly into. tiny
particles (called micro-plas-
isk fo humans, marine life,
and ecosystems.

The general secretary of
Bangladesh Poribesh Ando-
lon, Sharif Jamil, said.that
although the laws and regu-
lations - relating to . plastic
pallution control were cre-
ated considering the need,
they were seldom put into
. praclice,

_ "The pavernment mmgt
involve people, take collec-
tive measures, take inclusive
plans, and involve cross-cut-
ting ministries to implement
them,’ he said.

Amid the reality, the
second session of the Inter-
governmental ~ Negotiating
Committee to develop an
international legally binding
instrument on plastic pol-
lution, including in the ma-
rine environment, started on
Monday at UNESCO head-
quarters in Paris.

In February 2022, nations
agreed in principle on the
need for a legally binding
UN treaty to end plastic pol-
lution around the world.

The Paris meeting, which
runs until June 2, is the sec-
ond of five sessions in the
process in which a Bangla-
desh delegation is also par-

ticipating, , -
Around 100 million
tonnes of plastic are dumped

into the oceans every year
worldwide, according to the
United Nations. Scientists

el

=EA
have jound large amounts
of micxo-plastic in the intes-
tines ' of deep-dwelling ocean
mam mals such as whales.
A. World Bank report said
that some 977,000 tonnes of
pla:stic were in
Ba ngladesh in 2020 and only
31. per cent of them were re-
cvycled, The most misman-

, packs, and wrappers.
. i to  another
study by the Environment
.and Social Development Or-
llganizaﬁun, unnuall}' 87,[':|m
/tonnes of single-use plastics,
.giucluding_plasﬁcbags.hmﬂss.
\cups, plates, and straws, are
.thrown away in Bangladesh.
‘Single-use plastic prod

_ponles.d'platas. t;palgﬁﬂ cut-
ery, and plastic bags.
]my'lb combat pollution, the
;sovernment framed the Sol-
iid Waste Management Rules
2021, but they were not im-
plemented.
In 2021, Bangladesh
adopted a plan of action to
free the coast from single-

use plastic that included 40

upazilas in 12 districts and
Chattogram city, following a
High Court order.

People in the areas told
New Age on Wednesday
that they did not see any
change before and after the
road map was declared by
the government as part of
the implementation of the
HC directive.

In January 2020, the High
Court directed the govern-
ment to ban single-use plas-
tic products in coastal areas
and hotels and motels in the
next year following a writ
petition jointly filed by 11
rights organisations, includ-
ing BELA, seeking the neces-
sary order.

The court also ordered
the government to strictly
enforce the polythene ban
across the country through

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change deputy
minister Habibun Nahar
said that the government
was doing its job by framing
laws, rules, and road maps/
but what could be done if
the people ignored them and

THURSDAY, JUNE:1, 2023,

‘People must chey the
law. Otherwise, it is not pos-
sible to control plastic pollu-
tion,’ she said.

Green activists said that
plastic was not just a domes-
tic issue, as the country’s
river system contains trans-
boundary plastics as well.

The head of the UN Envi-
Andersen, told the delegates
in Paris on May 29 that
throwaway -plastic culture
was ‘gushing pollution ga-
lore, choking our ecosys-
tems, warming the climate,
and that the most vulnerable
were the hardest hit.

Only climination, rediic-

tion of, a full lifec :&
proach,. Ut arency :
a just transition, only those
can bring success because
the truth is that we cannot
recycle our way out of this
mess,’ she told delegates to

commitments would only
reduce plastic pollution by 8

cent by 2040,
s sh recently de-
clared not to allow single-
use plastic in districts and in
the world’s largest mangrove
forest, Sundarbans, which is
home to some of the world's
rarest creatures, including
the Royal Bengal tiger and
the Irrawaddy dolphin.

Some 200,000 tourists
visit each year, mrdingwto
government figures, on top
of seasonal visits by fisher-
men and wild honey har-
vesters, who depend on the
emsystem_ 's bﬂlmty A F

Part of the Sundarbans
was designated a World
Heritage site by UNESCO in
10978085 T

Officials said that there

implication of the
:lmon anywhere else. ,




% = m‘uz@

PPITAY oYe =0z A

BT ST TGH "0 e

et waefs ST TR AR | SR WA
SRS SR A ¢ A »b T, B
g v )i, Fste oneaa w0y, affss

B T e e, B W

7P AN AT T i1 8 e Bt oI |

e | g I TR IO S e
SRt T 08 | WIS A R AN
0E | ;
A ST (P v S, BB
TEWA B U T A AE T
ST £ BifEat ol 8oc e 9 s | €%
g | em 0% O AF TR A | O T
Hew B 19 A T Y | AL TOR
B @ e O TRl T
Bie] At AR A | S AT A BI ATE |
frr @@ B-afr fm aeie e,
fwgen, TRFRIAEPTE OF e s
-G ooy T | f
o w% o <% 40 | by AME RS
ST B DT 17 (U7 BRATH 8Y GG
TRREIE (7671 2% | SRS TG D
regt T A1 HE T Ey, A
Tt e ST 5 e BifE
Bt 2T 19 8o R gD T SRR
e WR | O (4 BB ode f

35 o7 ReAE (el TR A
(redl 2o | ' ;

PR 0T @R T S, IS
soay wRife ¢ FEFReErR TR
wARe @nes AR e soo fiffwR
:{g]ﬁsmﬁ%mmwm
= A | Wmmm s
«m@%mﬁwnﬁm
o A8 1 A% P FieT e | m @
% i SameI S T |- ‘

whaT 30f are (J20 oum TR )
e T o Wy FemeEm deo
TG @ AT 2o (ASHNES Rgrws
@ TEE| AW Go fFEEA wEph. W
e vt FEtesan TEPFdAe

SR st rets Pt 2 v o T | TS e G o Rgeeds
S PN I I T TR I QI | I, GIRYEE ST 9999 @ 98w oes ot 0% | S 4 3¢ TR
i = g 72 ok @i, afifere o M JRoa 3@ TR | IR TR S0 2 :

o wifaeres e Serart s At | S Pl T ot ACRTF TV W I | Qe

et A e i T A (et TR | €S T R RN T TN WA | com Brate cewe o A e T

BBANY FAS FIGAE (ET T | IS WA erTe weeAfe Bfm e == % == —
126 (PR | 3 T T AT NP R A | DI ¢°f g e e DHAKA FRIDAY JUNE 9, 2023

2 o oo ¢ Pufs a0 | e spe
SR A R A el qFeTe
A (R, | SRS o w6
TR PH SRy

_ 7 e T e A
5% A1 | (94 RIS T A (T 9T

=i Ao ewts @se b ot s
S Yo qE4 TS HeAl! S 71 | Sithg /49

@i

T AT AT TR W | BB PR TR | T TS O 6 T AT e | JAISHTHA 26, 1430 BS
R 5 Y, R 7y A s R ey o S | - The Bafly Star
T e P A S o . =l

Our workersin
Maldives deserve
better

RMMRU survey reveals cases of poor
pay, abuse and discrimination

While the sufferings of Bangladeshi migrant workers abroad
are nothing new, a recent study by the Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit (RMMRU) has revealed a picture
of hardship for those in the Maldives. Of the 120 current
and 250 returnee migrants surveyed by RMMRU, 36 percent
reported not being paid for overtime work. Documented
workers earn an average monthly income of Tk 37,066 while
undocumented ones earn Tk 25,650 — which might come as
a surprise to those with a rosy vision of overseas earnings. On
top of this, workers faced discrimination and abuse in multiple
forms. For instance, around 38 percent of respondents said
their employers had taken away their passports, while about
half of both undocumented and documented workers faced
workplace discrimination. Perhaps the most dehumanising
treatment that they reported is physical or verbal abuse, which
at least 18 percent of respondents suffered at one point.

Unfortunately, Maldives is not an exception - the plight
of low skilled Bangladeshi workers is quite similar in other
destination countries, including Middle East, too. Wage theft,
withholding of passports, discrimination, abuse of various
kinds, and even threats of deaths are vulnerabilities that
workers must contend with on a regular basis. Such injustices
taking place in other countries may pose a challenge for us to
address them. However, the onus is still on the government to
ensure that our workers abroad are not abused or exploited.
These people often have to pay a hefty sum to intermediaries
{who malke up an insidiously corrupt system) to get jobs there.
Once there, they often work for inhumane hours for a relatively
small amount, and then send whatever they can save back
home. Through this uncompromising process, they give a
boost to our economy,

It is, therefore, crucial that the government takes better
care of our migrant workers, including those in the Maldives.
It must ensure regular collaboration with the authorities of
destination countries to ensure full compliance of labour
rights, so that our workers can be protected from abuse and
exploitation.
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Fire detection, alarm system

RMG safety

MONIRA MUNNI

Life-threatening safety concerns are still haunt-
ing the garment units inspected by the then west-
ern retailers' platform, Accord, as onlya fraction
has installed fire-detection and alarm system.

Over 80 per cent of the identified safety flaws
have been fixed in the last decade; only 27.25 per
cent out of 1,700 factories installed fire detection
and alarm system until April 2023. '

A monthly progress report of the RMG
Sustainability Council (RSC) has disclosed these
developments. ‘ '

Some 22 .40 per cent completed installation of
the fire suppression system until April 2023.

The Accord, a platform of global unions and
over 200 EU-based apparel buyers, was launched
immediately after the Rana Plaza collapse in
2013, to inspect fire, electrical and structural
integrity of local factories.

It inspected some 1,700 factories and moni-
tored initial remediation that prescribed with a
timeframe until handover of all activities to the
RSC, which has representations from factory
owners, in June 2020. :

Data shows completion rates of common fire-
related remediation items like design approval of
fire suppression system, and fire detection and
alarm system are 86 per cent and 89.65 per cent
respectively.

Meanwhile, 96-per cent factories have
removed lockable collapsible gates and 89 per
cent have adequate egress lighting in fire exits.

When asked, RSC chief safety officer George
Faller cited a number of reasons behind this sloth
in the installation of detection and alarm systems.

On the technical side, the building code
required these systems but there was little
enforcement in the past, he said, explaining that
an industry to design and supply these systems
did not develop.

Then a new code, which took years for devel-
opment and caused controversy due to praoposed
relaxation of the requirement for having to
install automatic fire and detection systems, was
finally introduced in 2020.

Tuesday, June 6, 2023

He claimed over 50 per cent of the factories
have installed the systems, saying that data
shows slow progress as it needs t0 complete all
the related designs to be fixed for getting comple-
tion certificate.

A recent Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
study shows the Bangladeshi RMG industry ben-
efiting from the improvements made in the area
of occupational health and safety in the after-
math of the Rana Plaza disaster, particularly
during the tenure of Accord and Alliance.

"However, concern remains for the RMG
industry as recently a small increase in accidents
and the number of worker deaths in workplace
accidents could be observed in the period after
Accord handed over the implementation of its
programme in Bangladesh to RSC." ,

The CPD found an increase in the number of
accidents that occurred in the RMG industry in
the period of recent three years (May 2018-Aprl

~ However, observations

and studies are indicative of
deterioration in the safety
inspection  functionality
and quality of the inspec-
tion authorities, particular-
ly in recent times.

The CPD study suggest-
ed reviewing the institu-
tional initiatives of OSH
undertaken in the RMG
industry.

munni_fe@yahoo.cony

2021) compared to the previous three years (May , o

.2015-April 2018).

The slight increase in RMG accidents is also et

reported by government agencies.

Citing data from BFSCD (2022), the CPD
said the number of work-
place accidents in the
export-oriented RMG units
increased to 180 in 2021,
which was 177 in 2020.

However, as per media

“TEERIE, 0 (8
_\_b T 2029

monitoring by the Clean
Clothes Campaign, the
number of publicly report-
ed workplace accidents has
declined to 26 in 2022 com-
pared to 2021's 33 reported
accidents in the industry.
As per the data of Safety
and Rights Bangladesh
(2022), total workplace
deaths in the RMG indus-
try in 2017 and 2018 were
15 and 10 respectively.
In the next two years, in

"Accord/RSC never relaxed the requirement ,.0 04 9070 the num-

to install them, which caused uncertainty for

years over the need for them," added Mr Faller.
On the technical side, these are complex sys-

tems with many parts, all of which need to be =

adequately certified.

Alarm and detection systems do not show as

bers reduced to only two
and one respectively.
However, the number
mped to 13 in 2021.
The comparison of the
number of workers killed

'corrected’ until the detailed design has been Hoi ihowed & somewhat
approved (89.65 per cent approved), checked on deteriorating scenario of

site to see that all components agree with the
approved design and then the systems are = physi-

cally tested for performance by engineers.
"It's a rigorous process that both consultants
and factory technical personnel are still learning
to implement adequately," he observed.
Talking to the FE, Bangladesh Garment
anufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) vice-president Mohammad

the industry's safety status
in recent times.

According to the CPD, it
is unclear what played a
key role in increasing the
number of deaths in work-
place accidents in the
industry.
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Shahidullah Azim disagreed with the findings.
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BGMEA warns RMG factories against
business dealings with Hapa Fashion

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) has issued a
warning to its member factories, asking them to
refrain from conducting any business dealings
with a specific foreign company, namely Hapa
Fashion Pvt Ltd.

In a circular, the trade body alleged that the
company has issued faulty letter of credit (L/C)
or work orders to some members, forcing them
to purchase essential fabrics, accessories, yarn
and other raw materials excluswely from its des-
ignated suppliers.

"Local exporters faced difficulties exporting
goods timely as the nominated suppliers did not
supply goods on time," read the BGMEA circu-
lar issued on May 30, adding that it has received
complaints from three of its members.

The circular also mentioned the names of the
companies that lodged complaints with the
BGMEA.

The trade body also said that Hapa Fashion
even did not comply with the decision its arbitra-
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tion tribunal made in presence of both the parties.

The company's country manager has also
been dillydallying in paying the dues to the
BGMEA members, it said.

As a result, local exporters have suffered

financial losses and other difficulties, including
re- exportmg of goods, which tarnished their
business image, the BGEMA said, advising its
members against doing business with the com-
pany.

The individual factories would bear liability
for any future crises that may arise if they

W o T8 y8we
Samrday 3 June 2023 -

mwwﬁm
(It BTt Topieel Sy T
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choose to engage in busmess ‘with Hapa
Fashion, it warned.

When contacted, Hapa Fashion Country
Manager Jay Kumar clanned that they have
cleared all the payments.

"Factories want to extract extra mtmey and
the BGMEA is favouring them," he alleged.

Terming the claims made by the three facto-
ries -- James Design, Famous Design and Masud
Apparel -- 'baseless and unjustified’, Hapa
Fashion in a letter to BGMEA vice president
Md Shahidullah Azim said that true and actual
facts were never heard or considered.

..we should not be responsible for the facto-
nes dela}rs inefficiencies of poor production
planning, mcompetencc and taking the orders
for granted," it said in the letter on April 13,

Talking to the FE, BGMEA vice president Mr
Azim on Saturday said the company's claims are
not correct and it is yet to make full payments to
the factories, despite making repeated commit-
ments.

munni_fel@yahoo.com
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Focus should be on living
wages, progression paths
of RMG workforce: PwC

lished by the Pricewater-
houseCoopars  Bangladesh
Pmrata L!mitedsmd, “Value-

The title of the study re-
port was ‘What's next for the
readymade garments sector
|in Bangladesh?'.

It said, Fifty per cent of
CEQOs in don't
think that thear companies
will be viable a
decade from now if they con-
tinue on their current path.’

“Textile and RMG manu-
facturing is labour-intensive
in which requires
skilled workforce for adopt-

ing new technologies, de-
veloping new products, im-
aﬂimenmas

with ensuring an economic
rate which is crucial for the
success of businesses' it
said.

Technical and soft skills-
based workforce is required
in the next five years, it said.

Academic and technical
and vocalional education
and training institute cours-
es need to be modified as
per industry requirements,
itsaid.

Finance cost, availability
and accessibility to capital
needs to be improved for
technologies like virtual
reality which may help in
scaling up the skilling initia-
tives, it said.

Policies need to be ob-
jectively defined, and rel-
evant stakeholders need to
be sufficiently sensitised
to accommodate frequent
changes and
monitoring

governance
and evaluation

_ Tmproving
rial supply chain, recycling,
product nt and
processing  develop-
ment are the priority areas
and require investments to-
continue the growth of the
sector for the coming days,’

it said.

“The country needs to
align its export basket with
global sourcing trends where

the share of value-added

must be increased

in the overall production, it
said.

A continued supply of
good quality power at com-

proved

petitive prmes,

ance processes, with lesser
human interventions, im-
proved occupancy of indus-
trial zones and strengthen-
ing of textile manufacturing
capacily, especially that of
finished woven fabric are re-
quired, it said.

In the past decade, gar-
ment export more than dou-
bled to touch $42.6 billion
in 2022 (July 2021 to June
2022).

The country has now set

an aspirational target of ex-
porting RMG worth $50 bil-
lion by 2025, and touching
$100 billion by 2030.
- The industry is facing
many headwinds which
may impact its growth in the
coming decade, it said.

Therefore, * to enable
the survival and profitable
growth of textile and RMG
manufacturing businesses,
transformation is required at
both the company and coun-

" try levels, it added.
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Boosting backward linkage industry >0’ PO

ANUFACTURERS of garment accessories have complained &

that the just announced budget has no direction on how to cir- 3T =1 wftrm, FnT ifawe ¢ 7@

cumvent the problem of dollar crunch, high price of imported @ Y&aiga aferas A w1 @ 2ire
raw materials and opening of letters of credit (LCs). The issues raised € ®/&@a 75641 4 framf sfaer 2hre
by the Bangladesh Garment Accessories and Packaging Manufacturers ¥@ (71 &% & 2191 (73| w72 @7 =0
and Exporters Association (BGAPMEA) are the ones facing its mem- wfteR e demer Y hite 5191 @
bers right now but they are also concerned about their future direction- <X/ | TR =41 20 =W wizw ) =w
less navigation through the uncertain business environment with the 742 ﬁw @ -l REwy e
country's graduation to a developing country and in the face of chal- m[ IW% e x
lenges from the 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR). As members of the ¢ fafrager %m Wﬁh s mml a @
backward linkage industry, these manufacturers have rightly pointed out i i B

accessories must be allowed

equal benefits with the RMG
as spelled out in the national

that they deserved better because they are acting as the main driving Wﬁ::m sttt c’ﬂm
engine behind the apparel sector which is more a service sector than an I e m! ' L I S

industry. The rapidly developed supply chain of the BGAPMEA has
helped the readymade garment (RMG) sector to be what it is today.
The rise of the backward linkage industry here has contributed to the
economy in many ways. First, value addition to imported raw materials
through their transformation into intermediate inputs for the garment
sector. Because this process is furnished locally, the products are invari-
ably cheaper compared with the imported ones. The other two benefits
are equally, if not more, important for the economy. Local accessory sup-
pliers have a lead time advantage over their counterparts abroad and
above all, generation of employment. The greater the size of accessories
~ in demand is, the more the
Manufacturers of garment | expansion of the job market in
this particular backward linkage
area. As manufacturers of inter-
mediate components and inputs,
these linkage industries, however,
cannot go beyond a certain limit.
Currently, this type of small and
medium enterprises are more

LCSBUTIES

to enjoy, without delay,

industrial policy, export

policy and textile guidelines | of their tabour.intensive capacity

for employment. How these
enterprises will cope with the post-graduation emerging environment is
what they are worried about,

In a situation like this, capacity building comes to the fore. Human
labour cannot compete with automated modes of production of indus-
trial goods. Even in service sector, robotic infringement has been quite
significant. Preparation has to be afoot from now on to turn workers
with digital literacy, knowledge and skill sets. Most likely, the future
industrial activities will be marked by specialisation where manual
labour will nearly be dispensed with. However, the service sector will
still largely have to depend on physical labour and skills. The accessory
manufacturers will certainly not enjoy this commission.

Before that happens, the immediate task is to facilitate the working condi-
tions of the accessory units. About the high prices of raw materials abroad,
little can be done except looking for sources other than the known if those
are available at lower prices. But so far as dollar crunch and problem facing
in opening LCs are concerned, appropriate measures can ease the process.
In that case, the manufacturers also have to be cooperative enough by mak-
ing their transactions totally transparent. Their demand for bringing of the
current 1.0 per cent source tax on export proceeds down to 0.50 per cent,
smacks of protectionism rather than business competition. They need to be
competitive. The 0.50 per cent source tax they had to pay before 2022 was in
consideration of the initial fledgling growth. However, they must be allowed
to enjoy, without delay, equal benefits with the RMG as spelled out in the
national industrial policy, export policy and textile guidelines.
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Value add1t10n in RMG
keeps rlsmg

Staff Correspondent

VALUE addition in the
in the third quarter (January-
March) of the current finan-
cial year 2022-23 witnessed

a record surge to 71.06 per .

cent from 52.24 per cent in
the same period of FY22,
thanks to increased ship-

ment of high value added

ladesh Bank report titled
‘Quarterly Review on RMG:
January-March FY23’, net

export earnings from ready- -

made garments started to |

h:tcrease from the second
quarter of FY23.

Data showed that the
value addition in the ready-
made garment sector in
October-December period of
FY23 witnessed a sharp rise

to 67.69 per cent from 57.80

per cent in the same period
of Fy22. *

The total readymade gar-
ment exports in January-
March of FY23 were $12.25
billion while the net exports
were $8.70 b]]lmn against

In the second quarter of
FY23, the total RMG exports
were $12.72 billion while
the net exports were $8.61
of raw materials worth $4.11
billion.

The value addition in
RMG products in the first
quarter (July-September) of
FY23, however, toa
record. low of 51.49 per cent

from 53.42 per cent in the .

same period of FY22.

g o— —s.—" R e “

A file photo shows female workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory in Dhaka.
Value addition in the readymade garment sector in the third quarter (January-March) of the current
financial year 2022-23 witnessed a record surge to 71.06 per cent from 52.24 per cent in the
same period of FY22, thanks to increased shipment of high value added products and surge in
price of apparel pmdudsmmegtobal market.

‘Data showed that the
value addition in the RMG
sector in July-March of FY23
increased by 9.64 percent-
age point to 64.14 per cent
from 54.50 per cent in the
same period of FY22.

Country’s readymade gar-
ment exporters said that the
net export earnings from
RMG increased in recent

- months as unit prices went

up on the global market.

At the same time, the
shipment of value added
products increased signifi-
cantly, they said.

Exporters also said that
the value addition in the

RMG ‘sector decreased sig-
mﬁcantly in the FY22 due to
price hike of raw materials
and excessive freight cost.

BB data showed that dur-
ing January-March of FY23,
readymade garment exports
to nine main destinations
- the US, Germany, UK,
Spain, France, Italy, Nether-
lands, Canada and Belgium
— stood at $8.41 billion.

— New Age photo

thepmﬁedingﬁscaljmr.m-
spectively, data showed.
According to the central

‘bank’s data, the value addi-

tion in readymade garment
products dropped to 54.38
per cent in FY22 from 59 per
centin FY21.

The data -also showed
that the value addition in
FY20 decreased to 56.84 per
cent from 64.32 per cent in

gs FY19.

relatively decreased by 6.74
percent and 0.11 percent
compared with that of the

previous quarter and that of
the corresponding quarter of

The * value addition in
RMG products was 60.94
per cent in FY18, 61.78 in
FY17, 63.66 in FY16, 62.37
in FY15, 60.51 in FY14 and
61.76 in FY13.
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| Association on June 12-17 and will march towards

BANGABAZAR FIRE
Shop workers seek
compensation
ahead of Eid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

......................

A total of 15,000 shop workers affected by the
Bangabazar fire have demanded Tk 50,000 to Tk
11akh each as compensation before the upcoming
Fid-ul-Azha.

Under the banner of “National Shop Employees A massive fire ripped gorg g TwFTS WO WHTE|
Federation”, they said if they don't get the money through the capital’s
by June 20, they will march towards the Prime Bangabazar  Shopping
Minister’s Office to realise their demand. Complex on April 4, TR 50 B 2030 6
The federation announced the programme burning down at least e
during a press conference at Jatiya Press Club 3-%00 §h_0P5{‘r-:u l{')f cll‘[t)lthesd m
yesterday. and ruining the livelihoo ;
Its secretary Amirul Haque Amin said these of 53?’31'31 thousand W CW Q
workers are living an inhumane life without job g_:d‘fl‘ﬁ just weeks before g e
and salary. They did not get salary during last Eid- =€ FEe ATt
B, they SpiTotaes seuEy . The fire, reported at I TOBFS TRE T2

ul-Fitr.
The compensation must be paid before the

upcoming Eid-ul-Azha, he said.

“There i< no accurate information on how many plumes of dark smoke FiericeR giaﬁwlm mﬁiﬁ
shop workers have been affected by the fire, he blanlizt:ud 2 o(t)ae nearby .i”“ m"‘“ﬁ@;m I e
i ing t ; il T s. ; TGS AR
said, adding that around 5,000 shops have been DEIE (o1 77 L 68

burnt in Bangabazar fire.

It is assumed that three employees worked at adjacent
Banga

Hesaid, “We willbe handing over memorandums and Banga Homeo Market

each store, he further said.
to the mayor, state minister for labour, local Werc
lawmaker, DC and the Bangladesh Shop Owners

the Prime Minister's Office on June 20.” 1
Federation president Rofiqul Islam Babul and said.

vice-president
Hasan also spoke at the wgz=fw airm =g, 57 “19E IEMATEDS FAFE F0F 990 919 ©
press conference.

6:10am, spread rapidly in
the crammed market while

Goods stored in the

police barrack next to
the Police Headquarters
was damaged, firefighters
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Anexco Tower,
Islamia Market,

also gutted and a
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Road accidents kill 468 in May

FE REPORT

At least 468 people were
killed and 769 people were
injured in some 496 road
accidents in the outgoing
month of May, according to
a passenger rights organiza-
tion on Wednesday.

At the same time, 43 peo-
ple were killed and 7 people
were injured in 50 railway
accidents.

16 passengers were killed,
08 others injured and 3 were
missing in 18 accidents on
waterways, it added.

In total, 527 people were
killed and 779 people were
injured in a total of 564
accidents on roads, railways
and waterways, said the
report prepared by the
Passenger Welfare
Association of Bangladesh.

During this period, 181
people were killed and 114
people were injured in 185
motorcycle accidents
which are 37.29 per cent
of the total accidents,
38.67 per cent of the dead
and 14.82 per cent of the

m?&ﬁ T R (39 2 e

e

injured.

Analysis of road accident
types showed that 26.81 per
cent of the total accidents
this month occurred on
national highways, 35.88
per cent on regional high-
ways, and 30.04 per cent on
feeder roads.

In this month, the most
road accidents occurred in
Dhaka division with 121
road accidents in which 110
people were killed and 151
injured. Sylhet division
watched the least road acci-
dents in which 28 people
were killed and 62 were
injured in 24 road accidents,
it read.

This information has
emerged in the monitoring
report of the Accident
Monitoring Cell of the asso-
ciation.

This report has been pre-
pared by monitoring the
‘news of road, rail and mar-
itime accidents published in
the national, regional and
online newspapers of the
country.

687 vehicles involved in

road accidents have been
identified, It showed that
28.09 per cent are motorcy- |
cles, 24.16 per cent are |
trucks-pickup-covered vans
and Lorries. 56.25 per cent
of the total accidents
occurred when vehicles run
on people on the streets.

According to the observa-
tions of  Bangladesh
Passenger Welfare
Association, the significant
causes of road accidents in
May are-- carrying excess
passengers in risky vehicles
and carelessness of passen-
gers, free movement of
motorcycles and reckless
speed on the roads and
highways, massive growth
in battery powered and
engine powered three
wheelers.

No road signs or road
markings on national high-
ways, no lights on roads,
defects in highway con-
struction, vehicle defects,
tendency to disobey traffic
laws are also causes, it

found.
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Sh;fttnnery zndustrzal estate dev

responszbzlzty BEZA BTA

THE Bangladesh Tanners

Assogciation on Monday sug- -

gested that the government
should transfer the respon-

sibility of the development
of Savar Tannery Industrial
Estate to the Bangladesh
Economic Zones Authority
from the Bangladesh Small
and Cottage Industry Corpa—
ration.

Raising question over the
efficiency of BSCIC, BTA
chairman Shaheen Ahmed
said that even after investing
more than Tk 10,000 crore
in the tannery estate, entre-
preneurs were struggling to
survive as the corporation
failed to make central efflu-
ent treatment plant func-
tional in 10 years.

He made the comment
at a seminarson ‘Actions for
sustainable development of
leather industry’ held at the
auditorium of Economic Re-

porlam Forum in the capital

He smd that the reloca-
tion of tannery from Hazari-
bagh to Saver failed to bring
any fruitful result, rather the
sector was missing its poten-
tial on the global market due
to the non-functional CETP

* and lack of solid waste man-

agement.

The ERE the BTA and the
Asia Foundation jointly or-
ganised the seminar.

Shaheen said that g]nbal
brands stopped sourcing
leather and leather goods

from Bangladesh leather in-
dustries due to lack of envi-
ronmental mmphance

“’iﬂlout ob Cer-
tification from the Leather
Working Group, Bangladesh
would not be able to dg busi-
ness with global brands and
buyers, he said.

‘To get the certification,
a good number of tanneries

- will have to set up effluent

treatment plant by their own
and the Bovernment will
have to provide policy and
supports to the in-

vestors,’ Shaheen said.
He said that the govern-

* ment approved two compa-

nies to set up ETE but more

A file photo shows agroup of men loading cowhides on a van in Dhaka. The Bangladesh Tanners
Association on Monday suggested that the government should transfer the responsibility of the
development of Savar Tannery Industrial Estate to the Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority from

_ the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industry Corporation.

companies should get ap-
proval to set up ETP to ob-
tain WG certification.

The BTA chairman in a
presentation said that the
government set $12.5 billion
export earnings target from
leather sector by 2030 and to
achieve the target, rectifica-
tion and up-gradation of the
CETP and solid waste man-
agement were important.

Shaheen said that the
prices of raw hides were de-
creasing on the local market
due to a lower demand for
Bangladeshi leather on the
global market.

‘Due to lack of interna-
_tional certification, Bangla-
deshi companies have been
forced to sell leather to the
buyers of China with very
low prices since 2017, he
said.

The BTA chairman said
that Bangladesh's leather
and tether goods exports
remained static for the past
five years.

He said that the country’s
leather and leather goods

exports in the financial year
2016-17 were $1.23 billion
and in the FY 2021-22 the
exports were $1.24 billion.

The BTA estimated that
85 lakh animals, includ-
ing 45 lakh cows, would be’

98

sacrificed in the country in
the upcoming Eid-ul-Azha.
Abul Kalam Azad, presi-
dent of the Tannery Workers
Union, said that the tannery
sector failed to make its re-

Savar due to the inefficiency
of BSCIC.

He said that the problems
related to the accommoda-
tion e.nd medical

made garment sector.

remained: unaddressed.
' Ferdaus Ara Begum,
chief executive officer uf the
Business Initiative Leading
Development, said that the
$12.5 billion export earnings
target from the leather sector

— New Age photo

by 2030 was achievable as

thB country has raw materi-

She said that the gov-
ernment would have to
provide policy support and
to ensure environment for
foreign direct investment
to attain the export earn-
ings target.

Tariqul Islam Khan, man-
aging director of Marsons
Tannery ltd, demanded pol-
icy support for the leather
sector, same as the ready-

The Asia Foundation
country representative Kazi
Faisal Bin Seraj, ERF presi-
dent Mohammad Refayet

‘Ullah Mirdha and ERF gen-

eral secretary Abul Kashem,
among others, spoke at the

event,
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Can machine learning help us
create a better poverty map?

Machine learning-based poverty mappmg
can prov1de valuable insights for pohcymakers
~ write Paul Corral, Heath Henderson
and Sandra Segovia

PIng.
mghﬂ.mcﬂmdsandmpﬂﬂﬂdma
to create detailed poverty maps.
Understanding where the neediest
live is crucial for poverty alleviation.
Hence, granular poverty estimates are
vital for targeted interventions.
However, traditional household surveys
have limitations in precision and geo-
graphic coverage, hindering effective
targeting at a detailed level . This m
overcome with small area estimation-a
statistical approach that combines data
from household surveys with additional
information from censuses, registers,
G[S.mmhammtogmmh@:

Most machine lmmng—based maps
are created by establishing a model
that captures the spatial correlation
between a poverty measure obtained
from a survey and geospatial data. ML
maps are typically validated by calcu-
lating the R-square, which quanuﬁes
the proportion of variation in survey-
based estimates that is explamed by the

icted estimates. In certain cases, a
correlation coefficient is also employed
to gauge the strength of the relation-
ship between the survey-based esti-
mates and the predictions. Often, a
high R-square value is used to advo-
cate on the quality of the maps.

HOW GOOD ARE POVERTY
MAPS USING MACHINE
LEARNING?

In our new paper, Poverty Mapping
in the Age of Machine Learning, we
take advantage of a very detailed and
large houschold survey, the 2015
Mexican Intercensal Survey, and use it
as a census. Because the survey is treat-
ed as a census, the poverty rates for
small areas in the data are our target.
After taking 500 samples from our cen-

sus, we obtain small area estimates of
poverty using various methods.

As our ML method, we rely on gra-
mentboosﬂngmad:mmngtheﬁ)l
lowing data:

Cmsusdmwdmapamylml
oovanates(CENhﬂJN)

58 Pubhely avaﬂable municipality

pmerty rates at the area level are mod-
eled using area level characteristics.

We show that the quality of data
used for poverty mapping is as impor-
tant as the method. ML-based poverty
maps with the appropriate data rival the
traditional, more data demanding (e.g.,
requiring access t0 census microdata)
maps done at the World Bank since the
turn of the 2lst century (figure 1)
However, the quality of data is instru-
mental to obtaining high-quality pover-
ty maps. Even the top ML algorithms
cannot do much with poor data - the
publicly available geospatial data used
does not yield suitable estimates (figure
1, GIS-MUN estimates). When possi-
ble, combining geospatial data with
higher quality data, such as census-
derived aggregates or administrative
data, could yield higher quality esti-
mates (ALL-MUN).

WHY DON'T WE USE THE R-
SQUARE MEASURE OR CORRE-
LATIONS TO ASSESS OUR ESTI-
MATES?

The goal in poverty mapping is to

estimate the true poverty rate, Because
survey-ba.sed estimates are inherently
prone to noise, they prcmde a some-
what imprecise approximation of the
actual value. Consequently, the strength
of the relationship between predictions
and survey-based estimates is biased
and may be very different when
assessed against the true poverty rates.

Additionally, the R-square and cor-
relations are unaffected by systematic
bias in the predictive model where
poverty rates are systematically over or
underestimated. Hence, the R-square
and correlation measures used to vali-
date poverty maps in the ML literature
can be misleading in terms of model
assessment because it yields incorrect
information for choosing what may be
the best set of estimates across different
methods and scenarios.

WHAT DOES THIS ALL IMPLY
FOR POVERTY MAPPING MOV-
ING FORWARD?

Qur findings illustrate that ML holds
promlse for poverty mapping, but exist-

ing validations have not gone deep
enough to evaluate its quality. The ML
method-tested, gradient boosting
machines-in terms of noise and bias-
have the potential to yield estimates on
par with unit-level poverty maps.
Nevertheless, the quality of data used
for modeling is key to obtaining high-
quality poverty maps . When access 0
data beyond geospatial data is hindered,
poverty maps must be used with care,
applying extra effort to validate.

Machine learning-based poverty
mapping can provide valuable insights
for policymakers. But it is essential to

critically evaluate the methods and data
used to produce poverty maps to ensure
their effectiveness for tackling poverty.

f
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BGMEA looks to tap $100b
RMG market by 2030

It starts using heritage materials to produce high-end fashion

FE REPORT

The apex apparel-body BGMEA has started
developing high-end fashion items using local
heritage stuff, including fabrics, in a bid to earn
$100 billion from garment exports by 2030.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) steps include
raising its global market share to 12 per cent
from below 7.0 per cent now:

For this, BGMEA in sync with commerce

ministry and the World Trade Organisation

trained 160 varsity students, participants from
garment units, weavers and jamdani makers to
help them develop design with local motifs on
fabrics for high-end garment items.

"After achieving the milestone of 45-billion-
dollar RMG export in 2022, we've taken a strate-
gic vision to achieve 100-billion-dollar apparel
export by 2030," BGMEA president Farugque
Hassan said on Wednesday.

"To pursue this vision and increase our global
market share, we're working to make ourselves
more advanced in terms of product and fabric
diversification, product sophistication, new
design development, value addition and techno-
logical upgradation.”

Mr Hassan expects local makers to start produc-
ing high-end apparel items from jamdani fabrics as
prices of those goods are very high, he added.

He made the observations and suggestions at a
programme hosted to hand over certificates to
the trainees at BGMEA Complex in Dhaka
under a project.

Export of garment items made of jamdani
fabrics from here is currently very low as very
few are trying to develop design and apparel
items, mentioned Mr Hassan.

Some boutique designers buy jamdani prod-
ucts from local jamdani makers, especially from
Sonargaon and Rupganj, to manufacture gar-
ment items from jamdani fabrics.

He further said that the training programmes
provided networking opportunities for local

~ DIVERSIFICATION,
-~ SOPHSTICATION,
HITECH IN FOCUS

weavers with designers, academicians and
brands.

BGMEA is also working on the making of
garment items from recycled yarn and fabrics as
per the demand of international retailers and
brands. X

Usually, jamdani means sari, but high-end gar-
ment items can also be made from jamdani fab-
rics, especially for wedding and bridal collection,
said Anadil Johnson, founder of Chicago-based
fashion house Neval.

The Bangladeshi-origin fashion designer has
been sourcing jamdani fabrics from Sonargaon
for more than 10 years to make high-end value-
laden garment items, especially wedding and
bridal wear, for her customers in the USA.

Ms Johnson trained up weavers and students
at BGMEA for developing :skilled human

High-end jamdani-made
2> items in great demand
abroad :
- Global demand for
2> bridal clothing
worth $62b

India exports $5.0b
2> heritage garments
annually

resources in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh has a great opportunity to grab a
good market of heritage-designed garments as it
has the tradition of making jamdani and muslin,
she cited.

There is a significant market demand for
bridal clothing globally worth $62 billion annual-
Iy, according to Ms Johnson.

Ayub Nabi Khan, pro-vice chancellor of
BGMEA University of Fashion and Technology,
said India has been exporting $5.0-billion her-
itage garments annually,

The project for developing design for heritage
garment items was taken by commerce ministry
in August 2018.

The tenure of the project terminates at the end
of this month, said Elias Mia, project director.

munni_fe@yahoo.com
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‘Robust
growth in
RMG not
reflected in
job creation”

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

'DHAKA FRIDAY JUNE 23, 2023 - B
ASHAR 9, 1430 BS Endzr(};iice any corrective measures,”

€ a E
= The gﬁlu‘_ﬁtar Begum Monnujan Sufian, state
the manufacturing sector is being minister of labour and employment,

increasingly attributed to the use of
more capital-intensive technologies
and automation,” said Razzaque.

This is coming about as the
services and industry sectors’
employment shares are not
expanding proportionately with the
GDP, he said.

Since 2010, the share of the
industrial sector in the GDP
increased by more than 10
percentage points to 36.9 per cent,
but the share of employment fell by 1

The robust growth in percentage points to 17 per cent, her

garment export  has
not been- reflected in
employment creation in
the sector, according to an

expert.

Between 2008 and
2022, Bangladesh's
garment exports grew from
$10 billion to $42 billion.
However, employment
in the sector is almost
stagnant around 3.5
million to 4 million.

“Automation
infusion of labour-
saving technology is the
reason for the stagnant
employment in the sector,”
said Mohammad Abdur

- and infusion of

for stagnant

~ employment,”

said Mohammad

chairman of

RAPID

Razzaque, chairman

of the Research and

Policy Integration for
Development (RAPID).

He was presenting a
keynote at a technical
dialogue on “National
Employment Policy

Employment  Challenges
in Bangladesh” jointly
organised by the labour
and employment ministry
and International Labour
Organization (ILO) at
InterContinental ~ Dhaka

yesterday. j
“One of the principal
reasons for weak
employment  generation
i

said in a presentation.

According to Labour Force Survey
(LFS) 2017, workers employed in the
industrial sector have fallen by 3.5
lakh (0.35 million) from 12.4 million
to 12.05 million in 2022, read the
presentation.

Meanwhile, the average real GDP
output of the industrial sector grew
by more than 9 per cent per annum.
On an average, 65 per cent of
industrial GDP output comes from
manufacturing, it added.

Between LFS 2013 and 2017,
manufacturing employment
declined by 0.7 million. But the
manufacturing GDP grew by Tk 648
billion (average growth of 9 per cent)
during the same time, it read.

Provisional report of LFS 2022 did
not report the share of employment
of manufacturing sectors, it said.

His presentation was on “Labour
Market Dynamics in Bangladesh

and the National Employment Policy
(NEP) 2022".

The NEP includes provisions for
skills development of both domestic
and migrant workers, establishment
of labour market information
system (LMIS), creation of national
employment database, etc.

The policy identified 11 challenges
to creating skilled manpower in
Bangladesh, including inadequate
sector-based  training  centres
with modern technology, lack of
education and language proficiency

of workers, shortage of modern Gllkad

said the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, together with other
ministries and stakeholders,
would pursue evidence-based
policy development and targeted
interventions to create an enabling
environment for decent employment
opportunities.

“This initiative will be aligned with
the employment policy developed last
vear. Aspartofitsimplementation, the
Ministry of Labour and Employment
is also exploring the establishment
of an employment directorate to
coordinate the employment agenda,”
she said.

Tuomo  Poutiainen,  country
director for ILO Bangladesh, ensured
ILO's support for the Bangladesh
government to achieve the United
Nations country status graduation
and Vision 2041 by implementing a
4ih decent work country programme.

“It is evident that jobs creation,
social security, quality of
employment and international trade
are crucial to achieve the goals, but
the national employment policy
could be the pivotal tool to pushing
employment agenda further in
connection to achieve the country’s
vision,” he said.

“Promoting the creation of full
and productive employment has
been an integral part of ILO's work
in Bangladesh,” he said.
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omen’s partlclpatlon in
urban workforce drops

Staff Correspondent

PARTICIPATION of women
in the labour force in the
country’s urban areas de-
creased by 7.6 percentage
points to 23.58 per cent in
2022 compared with that of
31 per cent in 2017 accord-
ing a study.

tegration for Development
chairman Mohammad
Abdur Razzaque revealed
the finding in a presenta-
tion at a dialogue at the
Hotel Intercontinental
in the capital Dhaka on
Thursday.

The study also showed
that despite having robust
growth in readymade gar-
ment exports, the employ-

increase in the past one dec-
ade.

Between 2008 and 2022,
Bangladesh's garment ex-
ports grew from $10 billion
to about $43 .billion, but
employment in the sector
remained stagnant at about
3.5 million to 4 million, Raz-
zaque said.

Terming the situation
defeminisation, he said that
automation might be one of
the key reasons for decreas-
ing female participation in
the labour force.

‘There is a perception in
society that male workers
are more proficient than fe-
male ones in adopting the
latest technology he said.
~ Citing' a_study by the’
Eth1cal Trading Initiative, he
said that the share of women
garment workers declined to
53.56 per cent in 2021 com-
pared with that of 80 per
cent in the 1980s,

Razzaque made the
presentation at a techmical
dialogue on ‘national em-
ployment policy and labour
i market employment chal-
] lenges in Bangladesh’, or-

! ganised by the labour min-

Resea:‘ch and Policy In- |

ment in the sector did not

An economzst terms the sztuatzon defemzmsgt

A file photoshbwsfemabworkerscoﬂemjngspooisafyamatatexmemlll on ﬂ'neoutsklru;of
Dhaka. Participation of women in the labour force in the country’s urban areas decreased by
7.6 percentage points to 23.58 per cent in 2022 compared with rhat of 31 per cent in 2017,

accordi
istry and the International
Labour Organisation.
According to the presen-
tation, employment in the
country’s industrial sectors
fell by 3.4 percentage points
to 17 per cent in 2022 com-

'_pamd with that of 20.4 per

cent in 2017.

Although the contribu-
tion of the industrial sec-
tor to the gross domestic
product increased . to 36.9
per cent from 32.5 per cent
in the period, the country’s
manufacturing sector failed
to generate employment, the
economist said.

The presentation showed
that the share of agricultural
sector to the GDP fell to 11.6
‘per cent in 2022 from 14.1
per cent in 2017, but the
share of employment in the
sector increased by 4.6 per-
centage points to 45.3 per
cent from 40.6 per cent in
the period.

‘Employment in the - the in-
dustrial sector fell absolute-
ly by 0.35 million to 12.05
million in 2022 compared
with that of 12.4 million in
2017 while the average real
GDP output of the mdus!nal

sector grew by more than 9
per cent a year in the period,’
Razzaque said..

Citing the labour force
survey 2022 data, he said
that the labour force in-
creased by 10 million be-
tween 2017 to 2022 while
the number of unemployed
went down slightly from 2.7
million to 2.6 million.

He emphasised the ap-
propriate implementation of
the employment policy that
needs to build the institu-

tional capamty of the labour
ministry, focusing on the so-
cial protection of the work-
ers in the informal economy,
analysing demand-supply
gap of high potential sectors
for employment and count-
ing underemployment as
crucial as unemployment.

/ State minister for labour
Begum Monnujan Sufian
said that her ministry to-

gether with other ministries

and stakeholders would pur-
sue evidence-based policy
development and targeted
interventions to creale an
enabling environment for

\811

— New Age photo
d.ecent employment oppor-
tunities.

Tuomo Poutiainen, coun-
try director for ILO Bangla-
desh, said that it was evident
that jobs creation, social
security, quality of employ-
ment and international trade
were crucial to achieve the

Policy could be the pivotal
tool to pushing employment
agenda further in connec-
tion to achieve the country’s
vision.

Sher Singh Verick, chief
of employment, labour mar-
ket and youth branch of the
ILO, Sharifa Khan, secre-
tary of the Economic Rela-
tions Division, Md Kawser
Ahmed, member of the Gen-
eral Economics Division,
and FEhsan-e-Elahi, labour
secretary, among others,
were also present in the pro-
gramme. ©
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Healthcare for tannery
workers demanded

Shﬁ(hrmpondehl
TRADE unionists and la-

bour rights activists on Fri-

day called for taking neces-
sary steps to ensure proper
healthcare for tannery work-
ers in the interest of the
country’s economy.

Tannery Workers Union,
with the support of the Soli-
darity Centre-Bangladesh of-
fice, made the demand from
a health camp at Tannery
Industrial Estate of Hemay-
etpur in Savar,

Medicine specialists and
dermatologists provided ad-
vice to at least 200 workers
in the daylong health camp,

said a press release.

Bangladesh Tanners As-

~ sociation general secretary

Md Sakhawat Ullah inau-

gurated the health camp as

chief guest.

Tannery Workers Union
president Abul Kalam Azad
presided over the opening
ceremony, while advocate
Salim Ahsan Khan, senior
legal counsellor of the Soli-
darity Centre-Bangladesh of-
fice, was a special guest.

Sakhawat Ullah called for
establishing a full-fledged
hospital in Tannery Indus-
trial Estate.

‘Tannery owners should
prioritise workers’ health

and tie up local medical cen-
tres to provide healthcare to
the workers,” he said.

He also said that in addi-

tion to health camps, safety |

awareness programmes like
safety fairs should be organ-
ised in the estate.

Salim Ahsan. Khan said
that- boards inscribed with

awareness-raising messages |

related to chemical Ttisks

should be mounted on the

premises of all factories.
Tannery Workers Un-

ion president Abul Kalam |

Azad spoke, among others,
while general secretary Ab-
dul Maleque moderated the
event.

Sne}-e-BangJa Agricultural University vice-chancellor Alok Kumar Paul ﬁi&hihumsuémﬁcatés of
the three-day pedagogy training for the teachers of Animal Science and Veterinary Faculty in the

seminar room of the faculty in Dhaka on Thursday.
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states urged to protect

migrant workers from heat

Staff Correspondent

MIGRANT workers' rights
activists on Saturday urged
the Gulf states to step up
their efforts to protect mil-
lions of migrant workers
from deadly heat exposure.

They observed that mi-
grant workers across the
Gulf region risked suffering
from heat-related illnesses
and injuries like cumulative
stress, respiratory and cardi-
ovascular diseases, diabetes
and kidney diseases.

The observation came
at a discussion about the
launching of a study report
on migrants’ health risks in
the destination countries in
the wake of growing tem-

perature.

The Refugee and Migra-
tory Movements Rasearch
Unit and the Parliamentar-
ians" Caucus on Migration
and Development hosted the
discussion.

- Theresearch organisation
— Vital Signs - carried out
the survey on the migrant
workers from Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, India and

the Philippines. findings RMMRU executive drugs from Bangladesh on reen and Akhter Hossain,
Vital Signs researchers of director CR Abrar said that the basis of prescription. among others, spoke at tha
Harvard TH Chan School of an extreme and rising tem- It is difficult to treat pa- discussion.
* — - o — S=pvs
e = fsra e T T, T A ' g
Pl sl ot o e Y m%mmﬂmlm‘ﬁﬂm
- i e S bk
WWWQ‘] g Rracvte, AR o WAe AfierE @EE e

Public Health and Founda-
tion for Climate Research
analysed the Gulf climate
data, drawing on the lat-
est state-of-the-art climate
change projection models.

According to the report,
roughly 10,000 people from
South and Southeast Asia
die in the Gulf countries
every year.

The study conducted be-
tween February 2022 and

~ June 2023 ﬁnds that approx-

imately 30 million migrants
are working in the Gulf
countries which are 52 per
cent of their total population.

In Abu Dhabi, the num-
ber of days where air tem-
perature exceeds -40°C will
increase by 51 per cent by
the middle of the century if
global temperature goes up
by 1.5°C and by 98 per cent
by the end of the century if
the temperature rises by 3°C.

Kuwait, Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia will see a 3°C
increase in 180 of 365 days
where temperature will ex-
ceed 40°C by the end of the
century.

Presenting the research

perature in the Gulf was det-
rimental to migrant workers'
health.

‘Migrants -have a huge
economic contribution to
the development of the
countries where they are
working, and so the coun-
tries must commit to protect
their health,’ he added.

The activists maintained
that a huge number of mi-
grant workers from Bang-
ladesh were deprived of
proper healthcare in the
middle-eastern countries.

Nephrologist Md Dilder
Hossain Badal in Dhaka
Medical College ‘Hospital
said that relatives of many
migrant workers approached
him to get prescriptions for
their family members re-
siding in Gulf countries as
workers since healthcare for
them was not ensured there.

He found that migrant
workers suffered from kid-
ney stone-related problems,
urine infection and consti-
pation in the Gulf countries,
but were hardly getting any
healthcare.

‘Family members send

tients without diagnosis. So
healthcare in the destiation
countries must be ensured,’
he said.

Md Monirul Islam, a
physician who was in-the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for over three decades, said
that healthcare for ::mgmnt:s
became challenging because
of their low-paid insurance
that did not cover cost for
most illnesses.

‘Such health insurance
only covers emergency
healthcare,’ he added.

i activists also- de-
manded to reduce working
hours in hot weather as well
as proper healthcare for af-
fected workers,

Supreme Court lawyer
Farida Yeasmin said that
Bangladesh must mention
healthcare during agree-
ment with those countries
receiving labour from Bang-
ladesh.

‘Employers must set
working hours based on the
working environment,’ she
pointed out.

The Parliamentary Cau-
cus members, Khodeza Nas-
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Industry’s contribution

Inﬁemat:mallabmn‘maﬂmrsareof‘mm
mgmﬁmmasomseasoppmmmmsarea
majmwmquplaymmgmmuon,thc'
RAPID chairman said. .
mmmmwmmdontﬂmles&—
m:fkﬁoncupythelarystwhmaf
the country's migrant workforce—with
. t lesser renuttmces the country

Bﬂngmnfmk@enqmm
ient countries in the world, the earnings per
migrant mh:r"ﬁ considered too low fax

Bangladesh.

Speaking theme, Stata%msﬁer&r Labour
Begum Monnujan Sufian said her ministry
together with other ministries and stakehold-
ers would pursue evidence-based policy
development and targeted interventions to
create an enabling environment for decent
employment opportunities aligned with the
Employment Policy developed last year.

As part of its implementation the MoLE
is also exploring the establishment of an
Employment Directorate to coordinate the
employment agenda, she noted.

Bangladesh country director of the ILO
Tuomo said, “It is evident &at]obs creation,
social security, quality of employment and
international trade are crucial to achieve the
goals, but the Nationq.l Employment Policy
cumdbethepivmalmolmpmlﬂngemploy-
ment agenda further in connecuon to
achieve the country’s vision.” =

He added: “Promoting thec:eanon of full
and productive employmem has been an
integral part of ILO’s work in Bangladesh.
mm:shmmm;ohsmmmmy
ansbmthtbamsforpeacc, social justice,
social inclusion, economic &emlapment.
and personal fulfillment.” i

Dr Md Kawser Ahmed, Member

(Secretary) of the General Economics -

Division (GED), said the government
emphasmcd providing “industry-relevant
skills training, promoting entrepreneurship,
and creating job opportunities that can help
to empower the two million new market
entrants”,
He highlighted that addressing challenges
in employment is one of the priority areas of

gwemment'svanousplans )

“NEP implementation is the key to
addressing labour-market challenges, pro-
moting inclusion, and driving sustainable
development. With targeted policies and
interventions, we can effectively tackle
unemploymm'c, skills mismatch, and other
pressing issues, ulmnatelyimm liveli-
hoods and fostering socioeconomic
progress,” he noted. :

Sha:ifaKhm,Sec’maryofd:e-Emmmic
Relations Division, stressed rearing skilled
m&mmmcmmaummmm

She said, “LDC gmdmtwn brings forth
lqbgur market and employment conse-
quences, | the need for skilled
workers and increased labour producmnty to
enhance competitiveness in exporting high-
end products and services. This timely tech-
nical dialogue on the national employment
policy aligns with the macroeconomic chal-
lenges of Bangladesh, providing valuable
insights and solutions for the future.”

Dr. Shahnaz Arefin ndc, Secretary of the
Statistics and Informatics Division,
addressed the i importance of labour-market
intelligence and data in formulating and
implementing employment policies.

“Labour-market intelligence and data
play a crucial role in formulating and imple-
menting effective employment policies. As
Bangladesh strives to achieve SDGs by 2030
and graduate from LDC status by 2026,
establishing a comprehensive labour market
information system (LMIS) becomes imper-
ative.

“This requires resource allocation, intera-
gency coordination, pnvate-scc:or engage-
ment, and a mbust monitoring system to
support evidence-based decision-making
and ensure the success of employment ini-
tiatives”,

Dr Sher Singh Verick, Chief of

Employment, labour market and youth
branch of the ILO, Dr. SM. Zulfigar Ali,
Senior Research Fellow of Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies, Dr.
Tasneem Arefa Siddiqui, Professor of
Dhaka University, and Md. Ehsan-E-Elahi,
Secretary of MoLE, also spoke at the event.

Munni_ fe@yahoo.com
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Migrant workers in

by Ajmain Zahin
FbR years, poverty and limited

job opportunities have driven
a significant number of Bangla-

Arabia, followed by 17 per cent to the
United Arab Emirates and 12 per cent
to Oman. While this migration may
gling in Bangladesh, it is important to
acknowledge the drawbacks. Reports
of horrendous working conditions, low
wages, and inhumane abuse of these la-
bourers regularly makes the headlines.
What may seem like an opportunity for
a better life often turns into a trap from
which escape is nearly impossible.

When Bangladeshis hear of job
opportunities abroad offering triple the
wages that they receive at home, they
are enticed by the deceptive promises
made by recruitment agencies work-
ing with employers in the Middle -

Middle East

strokes, brain strokes, heart attacks,
and, tragically, even death, part_!cl.llarly

for their predicament. In a recent report

by Human Rights Watch in May 2023,
titled ‘Gulf States: Migrant Workers at
Serious Risk from Dangerous Heat', the
challenges faced by these workers are
extensively documented. The report
includes first-hand accounts from

migrants, describing their lives in what

can only be characterized as ‘modern-
day slavery’.
workers in the hospital-
ity and domestic service sectors face
similar challenges, with even graver
consequences for female workers.
Female migrants, in particular, endure
d 1 :

ers, ranging from mistreatment and

physical violence to sexual exploita-

unaware of the harsh realities that

await them. On their arrival in the Gulf 'Deir captors

states, their passports are immediately
seized by their employers, initiating -
their entrapment within the oppressive
‘kafala’ or ‘sponsorship’ system. This
system grants employers an absolute
control over the migrants’ movements,
effectively trapping them and prevent-
ing job 'mobility. In a grave injustice, -
their fundamental freedoms and rights
are ruthlessly snatched away, leaving
them with scant options for escape or
redress. y

Migrant workers in the Middle East,
pnmmﬂyengagedmconsmmfam

. not only the inherent dangers of the job

" expectations. Labourers in the Middle
East endure gruelling, non-stop work

with minimal provisions and are left to
fend for themselves. They toil for hours

"~ without breaks, knowing that any

slacking off will result in punishment.
This relentless labour, combined with

extreme conditions, often leads to heat |

often pushes these women to escape

. Still, the trauma they ex-
can have long-lasting mental
, sometimes leading to

years of suffering or tragically,even

suicide.
In a world driven by profit, the na-

- improvements. It begs the question

why Bangladesh, the home country of
these vulnerable workers, is not taking
stronger action to protect its citizens?

The harsh reality is that migrant
workers are a significant source of reve-
nue for Bangladesh through remittanc-
es, amounting to nearly $20 billion, as
reported by the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment, and Training. This makes
Bangladesh the eight largest recipient
of remittances in 2022, ing to the
World Bank’s KNOMAD, or the Global
Knowledge Partnership on Migration
and Development. o

However, the government’s hesi-
fation to take strong action against
injustices faced by workers is fuelled
by the fear of losing out on financial
gains if companies in the Middle East
seek labour elsewhere. Consequently,
private recruitment agencies continue
to operate without proper regulation or
monitoring, trapping citizens with false
promises. While prioritising money
over human lives should never be ac-
ceptable, it sadly reflects the reality we
are co! with,

The plight of migrant workers in
the Middle East reflects a tragic reality
where human lives are reduced to mere
tools for generating wealth. Looking at
the issue from a financial
reveals that several solutions align with
the economy’s best interests. Providing

. more and better-paying job opportuni-

ties within Bangladesh would reduce
the need for citizens to seek work *
abroad. Additionally, addressing the
root causes of poverty is crucial to
helping the most vulnerable escape its
vicious cvcle. :
Recognising that our greatest asset
lies in our skilled and educated popula-
tion, we should focus on training and
empowering our workers to confribute

tions benefiting from the exploitation of to the country's advancement and
these workers often show little concern global reputation. Supporting local

for the well-being of those affected.
Despite the pressure exerted by human
rights organisations and governments,
some progress has been made, such

as the abolition of the kafala system

in Qatar and Bahrain, as well as the
introduction of minimum wage regula-
tions for migrant workers in certain
countries. However, the ineffective
enforcement of these measures has
done little to bring about substantial

€9

skilled workers and entrepreneurs will

create jobs, foster economic growth,

and, in return, offer a clear path to solv-
ing this issue of concern,

Ajmain Zahin is a junior intem at the
. Centre for Governance Studies.
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JAISHTHA 23, 1430 BS
ullle o The Ballly Star _ | .
‘,'_' i« @ & “The prime minister said the economic situation is okay now,” Shamsul
® - . Alam, the state minister for planning, told reporters as he emerged from
3 ; the meeting of the National Economic Council presided over by Sheikh
S Hasina on March 1.
: E ' : Less than a fortnight later, most of the austerity measures were
: ' - 3 withdrawn. For instance, the ban on purchase of vehicles, aircralt,
= e helicopters, boats, ships and barges, which was the centrepiece of the
austerity measure, was lifted, while low-priority projects were given funds.
Amid dwindling dollar stockpile and inflationary pressure, what was
ZINA TASREEN and SHAHEEN MOLLAH the need to lift the bar on such expenditure?
* May's inflation data also reflects the knock-on effect of the hike in
Ifthereisone indicator that epitomisesthe government’s mismanagement electricity, gas, fuel and fertiliser [
of the economy in recent times, it is inflation — which raced to an 1l-year prices that transpired earlier this
high of 9.94 percent in May. fiscal year.
May's figure takes the average inflation so far this fiscal year to 8.95 What is more unfortunate is the
percent, way above the budgetary target of 5.6 percent. government does not seem to have
The government pinned the blame for the elevated inflation levels any plan to rein in the escalating
entirely on the Ukraine war that began in February last year. prices.
“If inflation was 100 percent imported, why did it not rise elsewhere?" In the proposed budget for fiscal
said Zahid Hussain, a former lead economist of the World Bank's Dhaka 202324, Finance Minister AHM
office. Mustafa Kamal sought record bank
In reality, inflation is on the decline all around the world. borrowing to fund the deficit, a large
In May, Eurozone inflation fell to its lowest level since Russia’s invasion part of which would most definitely
of Ukraine to 6.1 percent. Inflation in Germany and France fell to 6.3 be coming from the central bank.
percent and 6 percent respectively, “What could be a worse nightmare
Even the runaway inflation in Turkey hit its lowest level since 2021 in for the common people than the
May. Thailand’s inflation hit a 16-month-low, while China's consumer inflation rising and real wage rate
price index was the lowest in more than two years. In Vietnam, inflation and employment declining?” Hussain
was 2.43 percent, the lowest level in 14 months. said.
Although the inflation data for the US and India are yet to be released for In fact, for the poor and low-
May, April’s data give a good indication: it eased to 4.9 percent in the UK income people, their reality appears
and 4.7 percent in the neighbouring country, which is an 18-month-low. to be an endless trial.
The initial spiral in price level could be blamed on the war taking place _Shariful Islam, a construction
5,800 kilometres away. - worker in Dhaka’s Mirpur-11, is barely
o g i ol
i ; . . work has decli ma y over
IHFLAIIONRACINGAWAY the last five-six months because of
Source; BBS the price spiral of rods and cement,
e leaving Islam gainfully employed for
25 10-11 days a month.
That is not enough (o feed three
square meals to his family of four.
The family has already left out
4 i meat and fish from their meals and
e _ é ; & : switched to a completely vegetarian
S . R e diet along with cutting down on
o2 o . G i e B o s M s8s] portion size to the bare minimum.
gg g g}g g § E gg ig “But the vegetables are also
M & |- becoming dearer. I have already
ST S B e S ik : borrowed money from many
_ . B : AL, ; to continue with my children’s
“But that is not the case in the last six months,” Hussain said. schooling. If things continue this
What it can be hlamed on is the government's lack of measures to cool wi?:'llued:;t: know how I will get by at
down demand. : At SHE e
“Of course, there is supply-side pressure stemming from the dollar ~ Food inflation rose to 9.24 percent
crunch. But the government’s measures fuelled inflation further.” in May from 8,84 percent the previous
One such misadventure of the government is the excessive bank month. Non-food inflation increased
borrowing to fund the budget deficit arising out of sluggish revenue 24 bams points to 9.96 percent in
collection from the decelerating economy, thanks, again, to the dollar * M“‘If' s neighbour Kohinoor
crunch, according to Hussain. " Begw ™, Who runs a roadside tea stall,
Between July 1 last year and May 24, the government took loans to the o Limping in the kitchen, t00.
tune of Tk 85,024 crore from the banking system. Of the sum, Tk 69,208 o 5}“@ can no longer afford oil,
crore came from the Bangladesh Bank. lentil:s, sugar, meat and fish in our
Thanks to the borrowing from the central bank, the volume of notes 115, she said, while wondering il
and coins in circulation is increasing manifold. In Bangladesh, this money nﬂ';ea ' omfortable life her family had
can multiply by as much as five times. So, the Tk 69,208 crore may end up l“% ",l sars back would ever come back,
being Tk 346,040 crore. The elderly Was Ahmed in
This extra money in the hands of people is creating additional demand mmadpur is wondering the same.
for goods and services, which, in turn, is driving up the prices. ey e don’t feel full after meals. But
Then the government’s abandonment of the austerity stance taken even then, our expenditure is only
at the beginning of the fiscal year nine months in also fanned the incre 3sing. How will we survive like |
inflationary flames. W 'he told The Daily Star yesterday. {
—_ i T el aen mmmne I flatianiin Sae=car |
e s e B e I L
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t0 9.97 percent last month from 9.68
1 . - PIU. 5ol sy
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e did no

Inflation in rural areas stood at
9,85 percent, upfmmBQZpe&:emm

April
Islam has switched to all economic
options for sustenance, hut that will

notbeenough.

“If the gm'crnment helps us, 1t will
bring us some relief,” he said.

But that is unlikely to happen.

In the proposed budget for the
incoming fiscal year, Kamal did not
malke any allocation to cushion the
poor from the wrath of inflation.

In fact, the social safety net budget
is smaller than the current fiscal
year’s both in proportion to the

Lavera Bi!égﬁ'—l and GDB— — =

Even then, as much as 60 percent
wouldbegtﬂngmrdst}msenotm
dire need.

In reality, just 1.01 percent of the

GDP would be spent on the poor via
the social safety net schemes - and
not 2.52 percent, as touted by the
government.
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Bangladeshi workers in
Maldives facing problems

FE REPORT

Bangladeshi workers in
the Maldives are facing dif-
ferent types of problems
including wages related dis-
crimination, poor living
condition and workplace
abuses.

Those who are undocu-
mented and less-skilled face
more vulnerability, shows
findings of a RMMRU
study on Wednesday.

Attending the research
findings  dissemination
event experts and sector
insiders suggested sending
skilled workers to that
nation to ensure quality
migration that will help to
reduce such vulnerabili-
ties.

Besides, the country will
also be benefitted with more
remittances.

They stressed the need
for proper initiatives to cre-
ate more demand-based
skilled manpower focusing
on the Maldives market as
there is a potential of such
jobs in hotel tourism sec-
tor.

The study showed as
many as 33 per cent of the
respondents worked in the
services sector such as
hotels and resorts, construc-
tion sector accounted for 25
per cent, day labourers for
seven per cent, domestic
workers and fisheries for
two per cent each.

Remaining 31 per cent
were engaged in water
transport, sand extraction,
porter, restaurants, service
stations and the like,

On average 45 per cent
stated they are facing prob-
lem in fixation of salary

-and increment. For undocu-

mented migrants it was 52
per cent. About 18 faced
problem in = accessing
accommodation.

About 18 per cent of the
respondents stated that
they at some point were
subjected to physical or
verbal abuse at workplaces.
The percentage is higher
for undocumented
migrants which is 24 per
cent.

Nearly 25 per cent of
_them said that they had wit-
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nessed or had the knowl-
edge of other workers of
Bangladeshi origin experi-
encing the problem. In this
instance as well as many as
35 per cent of undocument-
ed workers reported such
abuse.

On the other hand,
majority of the Maldives-
bound workers is dependent
on sub-agents or brokers
that also increase sufferings
to them. The experts also
suggested official channel to
send workers to the
Maldives.

The RMMRU findings
showed only 4 per cent
workers went Maldives by
recruiting agencies, while
59 per cent cases were by
sub-agents/dalals, 36 per
cent by relatives; another
4 per cent claimed that
they migrated to the
Maldives on their own ini-
tiative.

Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research
Unit (RMMRU) conduct-
ed the research on
Bangladcshi Labour
Migrants | in the Maldwes

WHRWWI

wﬂaﬂmm
=,

ﬁmmem

Tos

The study was commis-
sioned by The Asia
Foundation. A total of
250 returnees and 120
current migrant workers
participated in the study.

Md. Obaidul Hagque,
associate professor,
Department of International
Relations at the University
of Dhaka, and professor
Shahab Enam  Khan,
Fulbright Research Scholar,
Department of Political
Science and International
Relations, University of
Delaware jointly conducted
the research.

C R Abrar, executive
director of the RMMRU
moderated the event, while
Md Shahidul Alam, direc-
tor general of Bureau of

Manpower Employment
and Training was the chief
guest.

About 100,000

Bangladeshi workers are
working in the Maldives,
However, the island nation
remained stopped hiring
less-skilled workers from
Bangladesh since 2019,
arafataradhaka@gmail.com
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Govt move to send skilled workers
abroad makes little progress

YASIR WARDAD & ARAFAT ARA

The government move to boost inward remittance
through sending skilled manpower has made little progress
as the number of accomplished Bangladeshi workers find-
ing jobs abroad has even declined over a decade.

The country sent a record 1.1 million people abroad in
2022, of which only 22.22 per cent were skilled migrants.

The skilled manpower was 23.20 per cent of the total
overseas employment in 2010, according to the Economic
Review 2023, published by the finance ministry.

The low-skilled migrant workers increased from 71.59
per cent in 2010 to 74 per cent in 2022, showcasing the poor
development in the sector in the last 13 years, said experts.

However, the Bureau of Manpower, Employment and
Training (BMET) data show that the number of skilled
manpower increased to a record 43.55 per cent in 2019 -
soon afterwards, the number started declining terribly and
reached a record low of 22.22 per cent in 2022.

Meanwhile, in the financial year of 2021-22 (FY '22), the
remittance inflow of the country dropped to US$21.03 bil-
Lion from $24.78 billion the previous year, according to the
central bank. _

The central bank data also showed that the United States
(USA) has topped the rank considering the source of
inward remittance in the outgoing financial year (July-Feb
of FY '23) surpassing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Bangladeshi manpower in the USA contributed 17.8 per
cent of the remittance while KSA contributed 17.7 per cent
during the period.

The UK has become the third source for remittance in
the year with 8.9 per cent - earlier, the place was fixed for
Kuwait, said Bangladesh Bank.

Shakirul Islam, chairman of the Obhibashi Karmi
Unnayan Programme (OKUP), said the countries that
received skilled and semi-skilled manpower are now con-
tributing to the remittance,

Out of the 1.1 million people, only 0.29 million are
skilled or semi skilled workers while only 3,640 profession-
als could go abroad in 2022, he said.

As much as the government has talked about sending
skilled manpower abroad, no progress has been made in the
last thirteen years, he pointed out, _

"Bangladesh is still lagging behind in sending skilled
manpower abroad, though it is very crucial for the country
to increase quality migration, boost remittance inflow and
reduce workplace exploitations." :

Mr Islam said the total expenditure of the government
agencies involved in providing training should be reviewed.

To him, there is hardly any internationally-accredited

—— Professional
- 0.08%
Skilled

23.19%
Semi-skilled
A Tk e
—— Less-skilled

—— Professional
° O\ Skiled
f220%%
— Semi-skilled
3T
— Less-skilled

training centre in Bangladesh. :

According to the government statistics, 80,000 aspirants
are trained up annually by the government-run technical
training centres. Currently, BMET runs 95 technical train-
ing centres (TTCs) in the country. The government has
announced that it would give priority to send skilled work-
ers to enhance quality migration and remittance income.
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Govt move to send 1d skilled workers

Asked, BMET Training Director
Engr. Md Salah Uddin said, "We don't
have any such database yet on how
ma.wwuzkmmgomgabemdmﬂz
training from TTCs." "But we have
takmmemmanvewmakemkd

databank."
‘Ihc'l‘I‘Cshavebammewdby
the BMET to contact the recruiting
agencwsmtimrrespemveaxeuma
bldtobnngtheworhtsmth#m::mg
mﬂtnﬁt:shcadded

Programme (SVP) in Feb:uuy thm
ymrtosendmﬂzdwnﬂtmm&udl
Arabia.
Mmmmeat
four TTCs, while five others will be
brought under the programme soon.
RemseeandMng:amMm:mems
Research Unit (RMMRU) Chairman

Tasneem Siddiqui said the private
recruiting agencies are eager for only
unskilled workers and they manage
visas for them.

The private recruiters should also be
skilled to source jobs for skilled man-
power, she pointed out.

She also said the capacity of the
state-run  Bangladesh  Overseas
Employment and = Services
(BOESL) should be increased signifi-
cantly so that they could source suit-
able jobs across the globe for the
trained Bangladeshi people.

The organisation seems to be stuck

? mamlymSoudlKoreadeom

she observed, adding that it should be

expanded so that it can source jobs in

suitable countries for the local skilled

population.
Ahl-lmderc:hmnihw:ymy

-m-alnfBaugiadcshAmcumnof

Ltd’

a specific plan to send skilled workers.

He suggested creating country wise
demand-based skilled workers, and
market promotion. "We need to fix the
yearly target of how many skilled
workers will be sent from

Bangladesh."
e Ash:dwhytheydon‘tsendwozkm

trained by TTCs, Mr Chowdhury said

ﬂm manpower that the TTCs create is

not the right fit for the international

labour market.

He also refuted the blame on
recruitment ies for giving priori-
tytoscndung -skilled workers.

If recruiters get available skilled

workers, they will be happy m send
thsm. he added.

to Bangladesh Bank
data, Bangladeshm sent home $21 bil-
lion in 2022 which was US§ 24 billion
.in 2021.
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Commerce and Industry.

“Overall, the proposed budget has
failed to address the burning issues
at hand. But we did not expect it,
especially because we have seen how
effective a role the prime minister has

‘sector,” he said.

Mahmud, aisomemana@ngdh-ecwr
of Shasha Denims Ltd, was sharing his
thoughts on the proposed budget for the
fiscal year 0f2023-24 during an interview
with The Daily Star on Thursday.

always played in supporting the private

domesﬁcallypmdncedspareparts.
“This would have helped
support the local industry, enabled

_izs daﬂopmm: mto an import

Ammthe import of spare parts
lnrentitiesmmdedleexpmt

processing
zone is still in effect, which also should

lnuebeenwithdrawnmmtdeng

 “There has been no allocation for

research and development for the

textile and garment sector at all, which

wehadacpem:d as we are striving to
e more value-added products.”

ﬁmdmgaswewalk dmmtlﬁspaﬂ'lof
graduation.”

o AccmdmgzoMahmud _Bangladesh

has been caught up in a volatile
international  business atmosphere
this year owing to high-interest rates
in the US, the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and recessionary fears gripping the
world. :
Internally, economy and
inflationary pressure and a lack of
private sector credit growth, he said.

baniungsmnr.sayingltwuuldhmhﬂ'
squeeze private sector credit grmth.

The Bailly Star

Textlles = RMG “Considering the c;m_'e;n_ scenario
3 e e d}?iimed s
- . redw:{:nnn of tax at source
IlegleCted from 1 per cent to 0.5 per cent, which
=R wasmaMI in the proposed budget,”

1 b
m bUdgEt Even the continuation of the 15 per
; st .umtmxpayahlebythe textile industry
Says former DCCI on their income, which is lower than
. : that for most sectors, will have no

president benefit.

ARAN : This is due to the fact that most
s e % units are now incurring losses for a
The textile and BLEUEC  reduction of work orders against the

FY2023-24  packdrop of inadequate
garment sector, : P gas pressure
which earns the inthesup;ﬂyhnesalongsndefrequent
lion’s share of export power cuts, said Mahmud. i
has been Alsobecauseofansemmam- :
el . parts consumption, we expected a
SR hegho G B waiver of value-added tax and taxes on

“The uncertainties Over power
mp;ﬂyhmdeuhrmtaﬂyaﬂ‘actedme
oottage.mk:mandsmai!enmrprlses

lnputmstshamgmeup
the necessity for machinery spare
parts as those are breaking down
because of the erratic power supply.
These costs are ultimately passed
down to the consumers, w!nch is

depreciation of the taka
agamstmeUSdoliarcameasashock

to the economy, which is now taking
a toll on the common people and the
mkidlec]ass“hosenmnesamﬁxed

address all these points and show us
aclearstrategytoovm:omeaﬂthese
issues.”
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Final nail in jute

mills’ cothin?

BIMC leasing those out to textile, RMG factories

MD SHAHNAWAZ KHAN CHANDAN

Three years after the closure of state-run jute
mills, Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation
(BIMC) is still Failing to attract investors to re
open its jute mills.

Now, BIMC s leasing out the mills to textile
mills and RMG factories.

Worker leaders and industry experts are
seeing this move as the dead end of state run
jute industries from which reopening of the
jute mills may never be possible,

BIMC took the initiative to lease out 19
of its jute mills in 2021. So far, only five jute
mills went into production under private
management.

Many manufacturers who completed the
bidding process and were given notification
of awards (NoA) ultimately backed down from
taking over these mills.

For instance, on April 27, 2021, BIMC
published an expression of interest (Fol) to
lease out 17 of its jute mills. BIMC published
NoAs against five jute mills. In the end, two
bidders backed down and their NoAs were
cancelled as they could not pay the security
deposits.

On February 7, 2022, BIMC published
a second Eol to lease out 13 of its mills but
none of the mills could start their operation.
Although the corporation published NoA 1o
seven of its bidders, five of them backed down
in the end due to fund shortage and their
disagreement with the ToR. Only two bidders
applied for an extension to pay the security
deposit.

Due to a similar experience in the 3rd Eol,
BJMC published anather Eol on May 16 to

lease out nine of its mills and added that RMG
manufacturers now can also compete in the
bidding process.

According to BIMC officials, despite the
repeated publication of Eols, only three of its
mills went into full production under private
management. The leasing process could not
be finalised against six to seven mills as the
bidders have not paid the security deposit
vet. Consequently, these mills could not be
included in the fourth Eol

According to the ToR, successful bidders
have to deposit 36 months’ rent as security
money, which has proven too high for some
bidders. For instance, Saad Musa Group,

a Chattogram-based conglomerate was
supposed to pay around Tk 15 crore to finalise
the leasing process of Hafiz Jute Mills,

Initially, the group paid a deposit of Tk 50
lakh but could not pay further. As a result,
their NoA had to be cancelled by BIMC,

The experience was the same for Mimu
Jute Mills Limited who wanted to lease the

BJIMC has devised such a plan
that would leave hundreds of
thousands of jute mill workers
permanently unemployed as
there is no doubt that these
mills will ultimately be taken
over by the nen-jute industries.
RUHUL AMIN

Coordinator of Sramik Krishak Oikya Parishad
Due to the economic situation
all over the world, private jute
mills and jute goods exporters
are also struggling. Under these
circumstances, we received a
policy decision from the higher
authority to lease out the mills
to non-jute manufacturers.
GOLAM KABIR

Chairman of BIMC

Leasing the mills to jute-

based manufacturers is our
priority. However, if we do not
get capable bidders from the
jute sector, we would like to
open the door to textile and
RMG manufacturers who are
also under the purview of this
ministry. ,

ABDUR ROUF

Secretary of Ministry of Jute and Textile
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Govt may allow
trade unions
at SEZs

aheme o, afmee s WOTKING to amend Labour Act
FAG TeeIV 1 AR A | ' 2006; PM to attend ILO summit
FMAA I @6 Faenes 3
in Geneva on June 14-15

wite o e S| ©rwg §=1. DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
SR AW Y @R SR : B b= "
sfipper fafse | woftet seiw wnwg The government is considering bringing the special
werafist wE @ffe | e SiNigE €Conomic zones under.Bangladf:sh Labourl Act, State
Arerg I fie ye woa Biat | @ww Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam said yesterday.
A 1 AT ¢o THE T (A An amendment to Bangladesh Labour Act-2006 may
ST WS i B o e be passed in the current parliament session to that end.
T BT @TE BraTSeTeE : The SEZs are now governed by Bangladesh EPZ Labour
o Act.
frareit Wﬁ (‘!FU; ) ﬁ?qﬁ T There are eight export processing zones in the country
TS WA, it and those are governed by Bangladesh EPZ Labour Act,
feg o =@ w9 w1 PR hie (he factories outside the EPZs are run by Bangladesh
=i wEe, PR @FE oo Labour Act.
WIS IAAGS @ TAATEBES  As per the EPZ Labour Act, workers don’t have the
weeR ML q00 M@ E1S right to formtrade unions, but they have labour welfare
TP 5 (U0F (7 1Y B 3 9 associations. On the other hand, Bangladesh Labour Act
CTeY =ACL | . allows trade unions.

@=gfs Toteen steyy #W  The international community, especially the US and
wAfEsg WwEd w=iwe the European Union, has been calling for the Bangladesh
Y T WA, STEOTeE @5 gowrmnenﬁ}o have a uniform labour law and allow trade

TS 5 Foe 7fE T A unions in all factories.

f:!;g gﬁr;m ';’[i!ﬂfﬂ 2% =tz mrs  While talking to reporters at his ministry, Shahriar
Mg T | R A WS 21 said that allowing trade unions in the EPZs may not be
SronEe oI SR % @ possible at this time as most of the foreign investors have

FG TeAH FALS (o 496 (@08
g 92 =S 4TE 71 | ISIEA FA

Fgres | S HEHB S WAE SrS
[ Y| & GAFT A

erifirel el atges | R

o, Srefers dnne @3 <re
IeE Sl TS | 9% IJCHT TUITH
s Sfermg ¥9 4 (RET oW,
orarE @ e <o 3 e

an agreement with the government
on that particular matter.

However, under the EPZ Labour
Act, there are provisions of labour
wellare associations that have scopes
for negotiations with the investors.

"We will ensure that this
negotiation process continues. The
main thing is that workers can reach
out to their employers .. There is
not much to do [in this case]. If we
allow trade unions, the investors
will accuse us of violating the
agreement,” Shahriar said.

He further said Bangladesh
Labour Act is mostly applicable to
the export-oriented factories, but
eventually, the government will
implement the law in the industrial
units that manufacture products for
domestic market.

In South Asia, Bangladesh has
ratified the highest number of ILO
conventions, he pointed out.

Last year, Bangladesh presented a
road map for labour reforms before

the ILO. Taking into cognisance of

the trade partners’ observations,

the government will bring some

amendments to Bangladesh Labour
Act, he said.
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Rising worker
outflow fails
to resurge

remittance

FE REPORT

Over the first five months of the current calendar vyear,
Bangladesh dispatched over half a million workers over-
seas, as per the Bureau of Manpower Employment and
| Training (BMET).

i The BMET expressed optimism that the sector would sur-
i pass last year's record of sending over 1.0 million workers
-~ abroad. However, the notion that "the more Bangladeshis —

seek employment overseas, the greater the inflow of remit-|

q8

tances for the country" appears to have faltered.
According to data from the central bank, despite the -

T T | WS e oy iy

WEE PR ¢o et FEw MR wen werR A ww g

FETA FEF WA (W 39 o o

e oo s

T 0 WA @y Rfms 3w 0 S s
So IR (BTRS (A T HGT | R TN FGorF T

CoFT TN T
& WA 5 ) @ Ty RAfew
A Soifye fagem

Tuesday | June 13, 2023

escalating exodus of workers,
remiftance income has failed
to rebound, with

witnessing a 10.27 per cent
decline in inward remittances
compared to the previous year
in May.

The figures indicate that in
May this year, the influx of
remittances amounted to US$
1.69 biltion, a decline from the
USS$ 1.88 billion recorded dur-

Industry insiders attribute
this remittance conundrum to
'hundf, an illicit and unofficial
avenue for transferring funds
back home.

eign exchange rates and aug-
menting incentives would bol-

fafere 2as orne @ s
P ot efSffimr sam

In 2022, Bangladesh sent
around 1.1 million workers,
witnessing a robust growth
trend in recent years after a
setback resulting from the
Covid-19 pandemic in 2020.

Of the half million
Bangladeshis who migrated in
the first five months of this
year, some 503,401 workers
secured employment in vari-
ous destination countries,
according to BMET data.

The country consistently
dispatched over 100,000 work-
ers each month, except for
April, which saw a decline to
78,833 workers, as shown by

- the BMET data.
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An IFC-ILO assessment finds

(TWarfegman) fom wwi’t e=f57s STAR BUSINESS REPORT
200 HAIE WFiHg T W fEm am el
TEE TR | (7 W, ._._____Wmmmtmrmmmwpmimyuiesleads
T Tz7ery (o higher
; 4FITE AW o
e ‘;mwsﬂ’r
1 e ¥a @ zeTE The
RGN EIES

ity in the garment factories, a
mmtefﬂw[ntanathnlﬁmncempmtkmﬂm)
and the International Labour Organisation showed.
impact assessment which was conducted by the
University of Oxford and the BRAC James P Grant School
of Public Health on Better Work’s Gender Equality and

Returns (GEAR) programme funded by the European
o ted in Dhaka yesterday.

Unhlm :

__The asse: { across 27 garment

_'inmniaamilhatmmmandmthe
impac! ofd:eGEARpmgramme,;nrﬁaﬂadyin

1 and increased gender equality.

with global apparel brands such as

W :.'. T = Parmed
T 3 TSR TR AT (AP o ey &M, M&S, Levi's, Ralph Lauren, and VF Corporation to

t this programme in their supplier factories and

helped ensure the high completion and promotion rates.
Over 600 female operators in 78 factories since 2016
with technical skills and skills required for supervisory
roles, with nine out of 10 participants completing the
training programme and two-thirds being promoted as

SUPETVISOrS.

Atsupervisory level, traineesare earning 40 per cent more
than similar workers not selected as trainees, with potential
for further promotions up the management ladder.

“GEAR trainees proved to be more effective as
supervisors, with the lines managed by them being 4 per
cent more eﬁicient. a gap that grows with supervisory
experience,” said Christopher Woodruff, professor of the
development economics of the University of Oxford and
the lead researcher of the study.

Sewing operators on GEAR trainee managed hneswere
also reported to have higher levels of well being and more

~ satisfactory working environments because supervisors

were showing a more cooperative and supportive
management style, according to the study.

“We are happy to celebrate the success of the
programme, which is a first critical step to create upward
career opportunities for women in garment factories,”
said Wagner Albuquerque de Almeida, a global director
for manufacturing’ agribusiness and services at the [FC.

Having an adequately skilled labour force is critical to
the continued growth of the industry, which needs to tap
into the broadest possible talent pool, he added,
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RMG exports see over 10pc

growth in 11 months

The total RMG export during July-
May period of fiscal year 2022-23 has
reached $42.63 billion, registering a
10.67 per cent year-over-year growth,
according to Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) data.

Out of this total RMG export,
$21.22 billion went to the EU market
with a share of 49.78 per cent of total
export, BGMEA Director Md
Mohiuddin Rubel said on Saturday,
reports UNB.

The UK held a share of 10.77 per
cent and a total of $4.59 billion has
been exported there; $7.73 billion
worth of garments has been exported
to the USA market, which accounted
for 18.14 per cent of total export;
Canada held a share of 3.26 per cent
and a total of $1.39 billion has been
exported to Canada, while §7.69 billion

garments went to the non-traditional
market, which had a share of 18.04 per
cent, according to the EPB data.

The European Union has con-
tributed significantly to this growth as
it is Bangladesh's largest RMG export
destination, with 9,94 per cent growth
and $21.22 billion of export during
July-May 2022-23, said Mohiuddin,
additional managing director of
Denim Expert Limited.

_~ RMG export to Germany has

declined by 7.22 per cent, w1th a total -

export of US$ 6.03 billion, compared
to $6.50 billion in July-May 2021-22.

In France and Italy, exports have
increased by 23.4 per cent and 44.81
per cent with § 2.6 billion and $ 2.06
billion of exports respectively.

During the period, exports to the
USA dropped by 5.07 per cent, from.$
8.14 billion to § 7.73 billion, while
exports to the UK and Canada have
grown by 12.17 per cent and 17.62 per
cent respectively,

At the same time, the export to non-
traditional markets has increased by
32.74 per cent. Among the major non-
traditional markets, Japan has shown
45.80 per cent positive growth while
Russia and Chile have shown 28.82 per
cent and 11.79 per cent negative growth
rcspcctively, the EPB data showed.
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Migrant workers
deserve better

Says chief of JS body on
expatriates ministry

If the NGOs want to
get something for the
migrant workers, then
the best they can do is
raise the issue before
bodies like the Bangladesh
Parliamentarians’
Caucus on Migration and
Development (BPCMD) or-
the expatriates’ welfare
ministry.

The government has
been working for the

role, moving forward along
with the NGOs.

He said amendment of
the relevant law for migrant
workers is  underway.
The issue is likely to be
discussed in the next

committee.

He also said human
trafficking is a challenge
for the country's labouf
migration.

He said the governmen!
should provide a fun
equal to what a migran{t
worker contributes, to th€
'wage earners’ welfare fund.
With the contribution, it
will be possible to ensure
legal support for migrant
workers, he added.

Anisul said it’s a “failure”
that migrant workers are
still not treated well at the
COUNLry’s airports.

meeting of the standing

Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on FExpatriates’ Welfare Ministry Anisul Islam
Mahmud vesterday said the country’s non-government
organisations are working as the voice of migrant
workers but it’s a “very weak voice”.  °

“They [the NGOs| are also helpless,” he said.

If something

is really to be

. achieved for

migrant workers

then the caucus

has to play a vital
role, '

forward along

with the NGOs.

migrant workers but in a very limited way, he added.
He was addressing a seminar on “Migrant Workers'
Access to Justice: Challenges and Way Forward”
organised by BPCMD and Warbe Development
Foundation at the Parliament Members’ Club on the
Jatiya Sangsad premises in the capital. :
Addressing the event as chief guest, the Jatiya Party
lawmaker said if something is really to be achieved for
migrant workers then the caucus has to play a vital
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boat shipwreck

Agence France-Presse - Rome

MORE than 40 people are
missing after a migrant boat
capsized off the Italian island
of Lampedusa, the UN said.

The shipwreck took place
on Thursday and at least
one newborn baby is among
those missing, said UNHCR
representative to laly Chiara
Cardoletti.

The vessel left from Sfax
in Tunisia and was carrying
46 migrants from Cameroon,
Burkina’ Faso and Ivory
Coast, Flavio Di Giacomo, a
spokesman for the UN migra-
tion agency IOM, said Friday.

The boat capsized in
strong winds and high
waves, he said. 'Some survi-
vors were taken to Lampedu-
sa and others were brought
back to Tunisia’.

Among those missing
were seven women and a
minor. The survivors are all

adult men’, he added..

‘We have noticed more ar-
rivals of migrants from sub-
Saharan Africa than Tuni-
sians' via the Tunisian route-
since November, he said.

He explained this was due
to people from sub-Saharan
Africa fleeing discrimination
in Tunisia.

- 'It-is unacceptable to con-
tinue counting the' dead at
the gates of Europe’, Car-
doletti wrote on Twitter, re-

ferring to deadly shipwrecks
- of migrant boats which have

already occurred in Haly,

pain.

‘A coordinated and shared
rescue mechanism at sea
between states is now also a
matter of conscience.’

Di Giacomo also stressed
the fragility of the badly
welded boats, which sank at
the first damage,

‘We are therefore not
aware of certain shipwrecks,’

he said, calling for ‘patrols of
European ships to monitor
the Tunisian route as well as
the Libyan route, otherwise
we will witness a disaster
this summer.’

Located about 145 kilo-
metres. (90 miles) from the
Tunisian coast, the southern
Italian island of Lampedusa
is one of the main entry
points for migrants crossing
the Mediterranean.

Last wear, more than
46,000 people arrived there,
out of a total of 105,000 in Tt-
aly, according to the UNHCR.

Migrant boat shipwrecks
have increased in recent
months, while the number
of migrants entering the EU
via the ceniral Mediterra-
nean ‘more than doubled’ in
2023 compared to the same
period last year, according to
the European border agency
Frontex in mid-June.

Last week a crammed

Bl Vs
SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2023,

40 missihg m’Italy'Iﬁigraﬁ _

trawler from Libya sank off
the Greek coast. The death
toll stands at 82, with 104
survivors pulled from the
water, but witness accounts
suggest many hundreds
more went down with the
ship, with their remains still
missing at sea.

The tragedy occurred a
few days after EU ministers
reached agreement on a long-
stalled revision of the bloc’s
rules to share the hosting of
asylum seekers and migrants
more equitably.

In September 2020, the
European Commission
presented a New Pact on
Migration and Asylum, a
package of reforms which
it hopes to see adopted by
spring 2024 which notably
concerns compulsory help
between EU members in the
care of asylum seekers and a

strengthening of the external
barders.
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Elderly family members endure
woes for migration of offspring

FE REPORT

The elderly family members of
both domestic and international
migrants suffer from anxiety, inse-
curity, loneliness and neglect as
social cost of migration of their off-
spring, according to a survey.

The survey styled 'Social Cost of
Migration on Left-behind Elderlies
and Siblings' revealed on Sunday

that the elderly members enjoy bet-

ter food, housing, social status,
medical treatment opportunity at
the cost of sending off their sons
and daughters away.

Findings of the study conducted

by Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit

(RMMRU) were published at a
workshop at Brac Centre Inn in the
city,

In 20 districts of Bangladesh, the
study covered 6,000 interviews to
examine the social cost and social
gains experienced by elderly people
and siblings.

The study conducted by Prof
Tasneem Siddiqui and her team
found both parents of migrants
make major contributions— in case
of international migration 70 per
cent of the parents contributed on
an average Tk 3,47,000 to finance
while one-fifth of the parents of
internal migrants also contribute
around Tk8,000 for migration of
their children.

Parents also work as collateral for
migration loan, the survey said.

According to the findings, some
56 per cent of the elderly members
of the international migrant house-
holds and 46 per cent of internal

S Sl 7\4. B it

E Survoy rwuls at RMMRU workshop

heir offsptmg

migrant households suffer from
anxiety and insecurity due to migra-
tion of their offspring.

Both types of parents experience
loneliness and some also experience
neglect, it said.

In the absence of migrant mem-
ber, the survey found, 26 per cent
infernafional and 16 per cent inter-
nal migrant households take over
the major task of rearing the child
of the migrant.

Instead of receiving care, they
become the care providers, the find-
ings said.

The survey said more than 60 per
cent of them enjoy better food,
housing and social status while
more than 70 per cent enjoy better
medical treatment opportunity.

The survey said a majority of the
left behind elderly people while fac-
ing the challenges also develop their
own agency.

Being absorbed in work, social

and political engagements, commu-
nication. with migrant offspring
through cell phones is some of the
ways to adjust with the changed sit-
uation.

It said that 81 per cent of the par-
ents of international migrants use
mobile phone and 65 per cent use
both mobile phone and IMO.

Around 12 per cent parents of
international migrants and 7 per
cent parents of internal mi
cannot cope with the absence of
their children and they require
external support, the survey found.

Contrary to popular perception,
the study finds that left behind sib-
lings also contribute in the migra-

tion project of the household.

One of the major social costs of
migration on the siblings is disin-
centive to join work (in case of 7 per
cent of international migrant
households.

The survey found that 30 per cent

of the siblings think their education
suffered loss as they had to shoulder
many household responsibilities in
the absence of the migrant broth-
er/sister.

Female siblings identified person-
al insecurity in the absence of their
migrant sibling.

The survey said conflicts also
arise among the siblings due to sell-’
ing of property for financing migra-
ton of the migrant child.

On the other hand, the survey
found siblings also experienced bet-
ter quality education, medical treat-
ment and employment generation,
access to modern gadgets such as
cell phone and televisions and high-
er social standing,

The study recommends that
along with migrant children and
spouses, parents and siblings also
should be covered under the 2016

National Policy on Overseas
Employment.
The study also recommended tar-

geted services towards left-behind
elderly members need to be planned
under Wage Earners' Welfare Fund
programmes and special care pro-
grammes can be designed for
migrant families that have persons
with disability and special needs.
Skills and enterprise develop-
ment programmes can be designed
particularly for the siblings, it said.
Bilateral and multilateral devel-
opment partners should place the
issue of annual leave for migrant
workers to reduce many social
problems ie., feeling of isolation
and loneliness, the survey recom-

mended.
bdsmile@gmail.com
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SYLHET ROAD CRASH

WEDNESDAY JUNE 14,2023 °
JAISHTHA 31, 1430 BS

The Bafly Star

Rt

Pick-up driver sent
to jail after surrender

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

i

Following a road accident, a Sylhet court sent a pick-up

van driver to jail after he surrendered before it yesterday.

Abdur Rahim, 30, of Bajitpur village in

Sunamganj"s

Dowarabazar upazila was driving the pick-up that collided

with a truck in Sylhet’s Dakshin Surma upazila around
S:OOamonJuneZ'Theacci(_imt claimed the lives of 15 of

its 28 commuting
a O

=d on the spot while the other

fouF succumbed (o their injuries while undergoing
treatment at Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College

Hospital.

A case was filed under the Road Transport Act with
Dakshin Surma Police Station on the day of the incident,
accusing unnamed truck and pickup drivers .

Rab arrested Rahim from Patuakhali on June 10. He
surrendered before the Sylhet Metropolitan Magistrate

P, .9

Court-2 which sent him to jail.

S T« THEENE, 5O Gl 09,

mm(mwa)éﬁﬁﬁ

T

SRohe

o 5% eI oW, A IO G, #1TR (80) A €% AT ot

5 TemE W SN fAgw s @ TR T
mmmmeWrw

e | Tou WA TGS A e Befrwea F
- Fhire T5 A0S (T & 96
ST e

G Fiee G0 |

RCEAY]

Beyrad (B |

w&wmmﬁ@%{?

e SwE FE $AE TN
¥%-4f8 9% 23 | @ I O 5
SRIRIA @15 Wz ST (7 | 2018
€% A ST qgHiTe 77 Wi
WHAEAS TS T g A B
FCH LR (G, 1, SR g
TR A TS T | AT AT
GRS Bl BLa GHIEH] T
Furer ©f Fam

frore dferaws,
5y Bt

%Y O I T | (iltEe His] ANGHE
fefgfaem rafa Efigres
(o) wfies fates | s GTE, ©
s fefieim @ee e saaEH |
T SHEH S AT w2 25
T T | T M s oA

Siueifs wfve 9w, i afe

9T AGFCHE AT TS WSS
AT ATIR0T |




AT TG

TIeE (5%

bWeTEE TRIGE I 6
e | afeffirT AT 23—
TPR 6 EWSA ; GG
fres wfm Tz oelw fres
[AEA F W
(AFR) oo o

e ¥ & way g
fomd faem Teofeam s
areEE  qfry  mee-
Rt T T IEw
e ORC B aT

pz wieAn e $R fefwemm (39R)
Frmdf s Tres | @ BIE B (ST TR0 el
(& TS SRR ©F W TEirs S
T e B A B e LT B

AP IC . ,l_.#ﬁmi"_::éﬁiﬂ-l@
a w -_a © UG 38090

yrafy fies 3 Aamefeene aefE pEvg aeee
mmwwf@wmma?;ﬁaﬁ;ﬁ
AR SEGE GARPE CID (A
FHIAE T TS| (TN (IS e
e GTEE BT A wE ewer wwe W fEE
bl «fam SEAW EEe WEE
TR TRATSIE (e A
ol 3 o (S 3|
AT ((SF) © B A v
st fge o B e
(SR BIEAT @ (L
TR (FF OFaE T
(STI-BIFIN FEFT TR
TN (A (BT ST @
wAbAT 9I5| IE AR 2T TuW
wiGarg firem =7 fefh)

Pl Sorrete @ SEfAm
BEfe w1 ST ATEET (2T | e @ FspwnE
s, Fenfemie anfem o Rl fe
(4T T IATE! BITa S129d 20 | 1S 60T WX
FesfEoae ShfeTs T8 e e
A s TeSEm em = e o
TS (A A | e Aml e carerm iR
T e, e sfemst e wEaTs e
m:ml
R w€ (few) : B aroAl wmeRm Gnwd
'

- B

. A

e ey 4w e e (e
ity B (TSR 4 72 GWE TYAT (@NEd
W 97 B MR & R e
[T R IR G o G951 96 |
e (T - e e @ete wRe
aEeAE MRET ATy wwers e e
BolCER (TR AT A S 7w e
AR @ e (2 e 5 o e )
BEAE RAEE @ oA oarmet e w
(BN S (FEIE |

| saRmE, g En

. >
o & SRR :
Ao T FoAT @& A9 2w e
TR | & ToAla SR U@ T =

TORIETE A 72 2 | 759 76T A3
dfT Jor Y9 FENEE WP AEE
iz S 7% A0 NP A (4 & A
g i wamy e om ) e Te
it T5 A5 T @ fFg amara=a 416
ST T | € TR SAPATT SE FEED
w0 [ g g
Siepz BT | IS FERILHET b S
TS QAT GG T 2 IR @R TEY
fare B4 aFeea R = wEE O

e R @@ mebE e ©
fraet 0@ | GWEl & ST OF e S

BT B e e | B S E A e I

B TRt (Cot) TR
AN BT (Y e (GEE
s Fes o= b A e wa
T G99 T TER 5% 8 ERrad
STy e @i | e wed foq
TS T TR R e 4 oy
(ST 04T 30 T LIS ZETE » 951 g
Taa =1 T 9 SHEE UE Thed
mmw%w |
S T 9519 e T S
W FEETTHES SR (U0 e
30 (@ TElE S Fea e Sirw
e fiw Tey afenm aen aiweny
G Dl | Ul T Sl

(rATy e i ST @ 95 90 |

Q0 (S O@id

(AT (T A bAEITT oF ohee .

| SU 039

—

L ol

GIETE wE Sa i W,

s AR RfE 9l e

Tz ol w5 Wb Pl 20
(oY= BT T T e | :

TR TR ;W A [
WCTHR GHIT YT WA, o9
OTE (NG o= (G i Teaph e
o W & e R seRe P
PG (4 AT (e SeE

et R T e |

T I S T ()
sften TEw w9, FEeRe WA
Ardre = (o Tae e |

TR (R I IR
(. 2 WA, (T 2T (G80Y T
BRI i R e Baie mae
i e TR B TR

oo

wiis @ 0% S TP TR | e

¢ o 20) | IR R
Wm _% mm( a?ﬁxmﬁma
G TR SR DN
w0 RO G P SR | @ T
T, IR (A0 SO IR S (<
GFoy YT T | TMEEES SR e
Bty 3 ST AR A SAALH G
FrerE) (S SEre TS TSI = |
i BT g e ybia i o1
oy g | A iR T e A
e W Ay WA Hore! S W
Ao, s =Ara SRR i TS
- TR
g v A, e WA AR
s | e wfern (oE SiTe T
 EeE e | '




#fEE © WD 3890
Dhaka Sannﬂay 17 June 2023

S (T TLE
9 I A

sfestom o Fiase aida
g afies - AedE

BTfE  GIST-ael
(E%E e TS
b MU E L T T
ffgey  mEw—-  STEEE

HHS T, GF O [ 6
TS G I 9 S LA~

e AR W e oA
FEATRE FE THEE 9 AR |

TR : WeEE
sEEmeE A 5 e
e aafs @G e o @
FTE BEE  WEEE e
whargre fies wwew 4%

=T Areen  ES
FETE S WEA| TS
csiw - eon TEiEEE
(AR B GHSE EAA-
e A 4% Feo o | free NiT
DEEEE WM &Y e
EoE ToTEETS FTEET A ST
HpET mmecécm a%
TEeE 4 S (T)
e A, wieww Gt Sud

w21 TE | @ e e 93 | \D

So{gTa NN 2T |,

k' EJJ.‘

oA
SA | T
T | JEI TPCF T

......................

To=T (0%

TR SRR AMET T TGS AF 26T A9
SRS FET UEW T 6 (T 992 R D
e @bifee fom ol Fee = Paresies
I T A 6 WHFIE T et warE wE
T ¢ 0F FinT) @ T UEe wuEn gFe foae )
! G (S TS W AR e S
Ty whEe  wEw, TeEErE wEees
CRBTAETGI, FEwE 2L Sa, Neam

TR BEE S ofSEeER 3w R
i & e R O e o S A
9ETE! T fom oo Toiey s afieg
WEHA THGE AN D-Ae9E TONEE . LEhI
gl 59 118 free T s oo 20w
CFEE TR it giehE SR B s
e, TEERT Aveg wlheg T Fe oy aw
e R R b e WA 1 B o S o
A e fire e = oRfeE ereer, @ creTE
o, A A (S G2 e s A
M(ﬁi'mt) TG 153 BT AELEd
R BT e T @ N W | el T
TRPIG! BoeE ORI T T & 5 A,
g FraTeie ST SoEe T A (0SS O e
B o wwR @22 T W T =0 e free o
b B A o T i o R
mlﬁﬁ‘rw|mmm G|
m‘ T SR-BEG verTwes e e
YRG! AR Q TR 95 | e e (R
TR T S TR S SR e
MNWWM|%§W%WM

I GIE = = 5, 2020
IGANCS TG

RS

2 f=e ¢

mwmﬁ%m@mmm| g
PGm ; Gresieiy s aEitee aae afi s
T RITTPT e ST <esE ANE PR v
T T T e Shmren ae 2t o e
TS| FTHCIE T GUCH Feg WEeTOTH
Mmmmmmmm
R AT AT (AF (77 T (TSR
e w6 5 S Bl ()

R (JRRI) : R AT 6 B e
T, #fem T 4% TR e T fes L i

. 0T T (REETER A T AT
| IR

Wwwﬁ%mamﬁmw
m#ﬁamws}

mwmaﬁm|mmm§
s B (I 59 GO NEEeE-MEd
SEE @ W S5 FreS AT @ meas A
TeirEEE Few| STYd SR AR (SR )
(FICFT & TR ; 4313 b enine qoifEewr
ﬁmmwwﬁmm ax fim fes @
Feioan o o5 fies Bere wifear SeFame
:g‘cjhﬁmaﬁm@ﬁwmw a2 of
T QIS FNE (5 AR -l
10 AR o e v qewe 3 5
fle o @ T8 <6 WHETT C5F (9 OF
R 4@ e O T 4 G AfeE (e
T B9 T | TS OF S0 9IRS o6 | T 7Y
SHE AT (o7 oA SFER (51 A Y|
EE ] (TS TSI ST TR e
BIRE ST T I O TR | (5 W
e e e R de mPe o
o3 (areear®) - oo o Sire e 2 Geoee
ST UIES HAE o | JEmEas Tom SermeE
GRS e (om0

e A e Seed $ed aNw
SR Rereee dits « 9691 96 | T
eq WayE AN 4FE GEET AT
e WSTRE (8T |

wla ma wew AW e TR
- 9o, SIS G T TR |
s ornE  WoArER  (WF EWEE

AU

e arét oA m Frie o TR e :
Wmam@mﬁlmaﬂuw T

TGS HE (G AR | TSI
wmﬁwﬁwwtmmw ﬂ@am

- ﬁluaﬁ:mp-
CGRRREE 99" e R WM @ 6 asYRlg SIERes |
ST QAT ofF 4 CITErm WiEE o s (as

TS Rl fFFve ¥ @HR, e o
TelEa WE WE T J@ENS S% 92

T | T W mﬁ* '
gmﬁam wwﬁﬁam

(& TS W |
aﬁw TR 9 WG Ve WS ey Qe A @ WAOA1 | GHATEEE Wi A |
qgeme SEE IR (82) TN 9T uH | WEE SRR SE  <4ag (o0 oS A 5%
me TAE | mﬂm F91 20 «RE TS :
T o e s () v
oAE | TGhE

500 e o e

FERE——— |



Wm

ommm

wummmmmw
@ Y 7
T I | TS G- ST S
SIETR GINZ I NS & B A (20),
T AR HE U (ETS G O (0T
# o wreTE (:¢) © O 4 I e
e ol wmTsteE sifan dten wfR
e SaE T DEeim seo =i

mﬁwﬂﬁr«m@ﬁwmmm
Bfeelin wite wiwe tREW| fAze
TAT-BHIR T A S TeeT
(N T TETS AT (8), (TS 2R (80)
@ BWAT W (00)| AR WA (S
FRy qept #fen oy v e
s (et werenE R
Y WG A | T TS GAA-SHe
ISR (28), (AT &F (¢o), T (8o)
@ WHIREEES FEA (90)

oo fEfe A wm R wm,

ey T4 AvEeE wee wWeEE ARk

mrwmaﬁamm

mmmm

Fer® 2 B mvﬁwm
(e5) TNT 9% FHS FET Wi Fee
T QR ATNE g TR i
| e 9RE e mfiae S

WI b@qno-zo

s s

A A ey ——

CE, mﬁwmwmwm
aﬁmmmmmﬁw

AR A SR

mﬁs TRE, WO STHY O SEavE
mwwwmﬁmﬁ#m

[T T | TE TAEE SHT T GO
HGE WHATONAY Tl el (77 | FEe
oo e muﬁmm i
el wrEE TE v ¥y

siEoET AoE B wﬁmm
(T Ed FIOG SIABME T () €
IbREIES Sefan orom Sfar aen
(») 7cws w8 e e sime | 9 98 9517
WS T WITT TALE | FIEE S 5T

ST gy | e s WA (S AT
AW JEBTE STCHG TG T (/| O
s{fFTEz wow Bl IR (4 A o
Frmme e oofirs «eo | fres fe afi

wif€rTe g wharece Mz w@ore mmmmmmemmmmw

& FECHT ST

'WWMW%WW

mmm el g
(GTE AR ATHEi! WHTE BIE-FHEh
TRAYE WO B @ e e
fES & T OIS SiE! Wi 2w | e
TAR-ATENE, (T (ey) T T

(90) | TR, (R

mmwm et
T Wrce (2 | Qe eI i g
s | g Bfvs 2 SoneE °,[ﬁ'r'r
#fer @t =77 e S

- wrEn  ofSR s,

TEE  AEETAT S
twys #ey (W gy rRET-
B TS (T € SR
Breass sarsf o o @ (i) S
4% (3 FES e | 9 OAI ST 9IS
e 1% uad ) fEe on =i e
e B AT WS WEW (TR AT
Ao 2 @ w, @ e o
TF (NOTALLTHATAS AT (2 RIAALHG
ﬁwmﬁmﬂ “Aferryy s R g

| (e R o et @EmiferS fare

apT 3 B bRt e e

fomr 75 febrs ~tem TS Wy wwaeh
Irs bz

foaeacE B e
. i< wheArEET TR | AT O WE
TG (V. 3 T (0) € @ I (0)
SFTIMES 55| TEEE TEE W
T SOl T FEATE B | AE
Lt ﬁti:n FfeT wE TFRmY YEE

ST (3) THEACTGES e < Wi ey B g e, T ey

mmmmwwmm
Frmd fomr) wiem “ffarm
TIRT 8TT T 9| e

a0 e efEmt aane: o s
 gEwER ARrefwre Ao w9 s A1
ST QRO *AIleY O BTE | _—




(1A AGNCe qeN
s O | @ AN A
I-SBIEFH A (o1 Arosiaa
b :n.mﬁws S e vt o e

_ AT IGAS B PRI TP TAE |
Prigeneg o ao-ebiee weard W sae fige mw ﬁ?f;mw gmw..ﬁwme c’":;.,”
AT | G2 A WS B AR T-GEE 55 T TP T3 W W mem Pz e
' (3 TR NI A AP R A S ToreME WEAAE  ITRAE W
AE AT DRGR JY AR TS W Sl 1 il
TR WA 8 51 419 (€0), AR o cira & st (3¢)
TEEEE YA (0a) | IS8T

e MG a5 A w__ﬁ}gi =5

B i .

I I (80) @ Tfe@w ATNNE (A
TSTeTE I (9R), (B YEEAT HTE

e a3
ST o T e e

(8)1 RN o= TSR AW YA ZOTR TN HAGE (AN TWTT o Iy s
MR Y@ o 2 forom et @ e @ (33) s 9 A ardne e e | R ame,
T A (¢) | T : BB woe s que 5T R Dk et wEet e

0SS | A o SMEER Aerarad N6 G & g5 (BT T G2 (47N (Y A 0 AT
5 | fHEOA TEA AEWR @ (¢b) 8 AT (90)| =foge | 63 o foqemE W we
( : WGl Bl B (g s BRI A0 (b)) zrferer | WA TH qOAITAL

ewm«ﬁmﬁ#m%um ) A TATAEETE
o b T g i i

A o ! | : ;:Wﬁ m@mﬁrﬂ wm mmmmm WWW ﬁw
R hss i< o) X I IR _‘ma'ﬂ’ e ﬁ‘qf-“sw wraTe |$W. ifea
AR DY G 2030 mmw@mwwﬁmﬁm
3 TIEG 3890 SN uiferge @ | R e 703 353 o=
— . o e T e o g fof

W T | TR AR TR S 9%
foew oI |

«ffrE SRt farR Seeery wg vare
fim 9% e g9 RuwneEm Eeneemm
AT 2fF Srewe sare P w dfiree

L

e e % A0S T TS SRR TSR
TP e FE X qewAt 2fie ey Men (N oReress oithe Yo are Aferea (e
FTEA FAW 617 TOWT °F it ¢ TIRE TR TN WRE WEE | @ TR e I e
o Sfiey 5T FEE e TR UiEheET IR gt we 9w @t ageie
(TR Ao e oo @ wey e warel | e o, AR At g @ W Tae | e
TR PRI STV (TS TR (L FO(08) € AR AT AR SR A TS BT WO
ST ST (1, (PIRE (R (R (N O (08) | _

T 7 8 N e 2fivw 92 FFES T MR oF e TgeTe e Ree Seiee
€ TIPSR o0 | T ARORECS O e bR SR O e ¥SFRTR feRsw WA R
qatnd Beo wo o e e Seran SF QTS (4wt Yo7 T 1 W giem wfiwa wow
| TS TS T RS TSI A o W we Ry () ¢ Fre fuw aom swe A
LS () TRt e RS (o T CIE (e¢) | ORT THTR TR TeweEE befe
e s e @8 g9 W61 wiEenes vy o AEER frig amR e Sesfaede o
T GBS STER | R S W 8 TE Sfm BT 9 W up WA, TREE s Terd WE 4

foree q@ITe QTR YT TCHE |

WEPWRE] 77 w0, o

SN W ANV RS (W A

CEREE sy T o030

IR
A
e -

e R

S 9T AR T |
wf@am = EEIC
R @ e W5 fere
Iife wafid wwe 4WE Qe
gif ST STeAE A
T gores aremm e

@ W e e

T |
G, FEE FE FE AN
FosE 450 M 9= e A
®Fog WEe T GETS|
TEFAg O TR oY yERy
CIREE THAeTE o
fofrese o et =z

8 q=F AL FES @ (FEHAFS
TG (7AW qEre o g
=i o ¥ = ol wae
A wEH e ong o ™
(AT O WAL

PIFIADE

TS SeoreT &
TGS
SRS Y%

I I 5% D
IRCE AT AT 9T
IS I AT | @ FHAH (9]
THE (Meefa Wm0
G TS | T
] g7 famm
TN TeH T TWE 20ft wa
frem w1 @ wE oEfm
TGS FEEE & Fler
b L 4 |
Wi oAresremy W wrew
AW e eErm 3
(qe) | fem Terseg
e

ST qrf | i

A5

s



AT FEGr

|m-wm:a§o_-i@
B TEF S8%0

T (T TGS LAY A0 e T | e
T (NAETES S HE A, R
CIREEe anien me & AT P,
TR WM ¢ Sgeher RE 52
(BTALEA  WAE, e AR
e, TRIENT ¥ T
sifsffirne -
GrEaR® (AWEAEE) o (TS TR
Forparere B1oE A
e | AN AME O BIFl-SET
FAIEH TFAIE G & Bl W5 |
freeat WwR—TREE e YA @ SICE
(T (EAWE (EA (el O @ WreiEs
TSTOITIE TEUSITe8 TGS (WoH (R0 (A

Tz iy |
R, CrETR e sy cEd
TATEAE 0T @ WHIESATE HETE ThIae 5AS
N.Wﬁ'wml'-‘l

TS CIRIBNSI-BIBE  HEEE
W(chm w451 95 | fEe
W e T Senees aME BRI
TR ST T PR (501 4 W1 RS
ToreEe 5HAIG! SEE WWIE WF AEiE 9
oy FPrmerErE e SR (EI AT a0 fre
fie T ey T RS-
MEFE 5EA0! TRAEE AGH SAFH @ TG

= Yenis (v
ﬁ&nwwewﬁmwwm
o (MR iR ai%ﬁﬁ e
FRFAISI AT 44d ;

IR ¢ (@ e e

gwﬁwaﬁmqgm+

mewﬁmmmﬁw
g1 (9) © Pre s oo e o
(o¢) | Boitsmig cutvife e aRfE
ey T e e fomm ) O
TR 1 CoHET DS (I TS $ B
= SR v Fatew e aena
TSR IGPITST SIS @S 203 T 4 |
feual® ffvs @mares wosEm 3T
AT a T |

TaRiE (tie) : B =rem e

4TS T 3EHITS SRE IS
%ﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁw
e

; ;‘?aﬁw,aw
a 3&%{0:{0

T ﬂmﬁmmﬂwm
(S=E W) T T e e
W S | e o 3 T e
F TE A e 9 9 e
BEAIEE TR AT (o A
TS arE Afores (o | i g o
(istirg (e B Fie e |

FRE (Remee) : Aighar

S e O N
B0 | SHAlT TR

Torseg @omaig Lo SR
e T NPT G A WG | T
(ERATGHTE SeEEE S i
ceitene! forare e ol wemare R
e NG S NAAET AT (AF
o A affe foaferw | AR aoe
F@Y T S aee g afre
PR I IS SF TP =7 | A1t

eI it e (oareEre
ﬁ'@fﬁﬁﬁr\smﬂu o

gr aﬁmsm
i bbﬁﬂ-l&l'ﬁ

ﬂtﬁuﬁwwﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁwﬁmm

Dhaka Sunday 18 June 2023

© q7-
gl oy e
4 (1% 119

affefafe, b, ﬁﬂ!’iﬁ(@‘ﬁm

SiBfe_ RS HGLH
BIEITATE AW R BT A €
ﬁmwwmm
oF fRawfe swred | fEe

R e Wew At s
AeH © WA@Y  FE A
B e
frrarmTer S @
ﬁ@ﬁimﬁmw

%mmmmmi
Wmmm

=fFarE goE  sIoiE
ﬁmwﬁﬁﬁaﬁwm
WY SIS AN EIA
mwmmm
AT AT A

s faafa

.ﬁmwﬁmwmmmw&mmmwwqw

mﬁiﬂw
£ mwﬁw

AT T 519 7 e wrarest 1B R 3w %vrc-am
mwﬁw%:ﬁm%ﬁm i

W@Wﬁaﬁ%ﬁmw

|

o T (8¢), mmmm(m,ﬁmﬁsﬁmmﬁmﬁmwm(m

€ IR BT ST GRS AT o i S Tere wﬁﬁ
T T SIS TR (&%) oA 5% o e, wmw;r e

IR ¥, TR R o W AT IS SR e

=S

o G

AT AL S G S A B A 0 (1 9 A A AT
T 1 SIAATE (SR U Bttty e () Sz T E, TS e =6 e

wmmmmmmmwwﬁwm»am:&Rmﬁw

WWW%WW |

frafer v A A e o @ 3
o s aste 1O (STeTIR IGETTO W{Tﬁ) o st 4 ,I,??
AT AT G, WA o | ;

QQI PTG TS AN ST AT
Egpwcﬁmfm m&&gﬂ_ GTBW pi iy ol &5 W @

4




W (0%

Aarg g 6 asdm
sfeRlE =HAE IS S TE
Ty TR &7 WY FATG
BherA WE 440S P 9T ¢
TS @17 SrEET 20 M R
i TS T T | ORI
= 7R (oEm WaE e
Rugasa SeiEey & Wl 906
(AT ST SR Tl
(BT ST CES (o0, e
ToEmld femasE iR M
fimr cm e B (*p) @
Fires Firra o et ol (o) |
o I, #fEE oot fE
Toireeia TRE 26T e 4900
e S W | T 26
-3 o T | G @S
WGArgreEe TR Y W A
ST (FIFE O A Sa
wtE AMGrs e == |

Brar F40e I R
i & ot 3 G
IS S7A T T

A 7o BT s TS -

wor (RIS BRI g TR | ST
SErarel (A6 TR @ WY PR SPECE g TR
e SRR TeER a1 et T, g SoutEr
RrReTe TS §E FA Y AvEE e (8),

W2 R Y 20A0R ) ST e T (R0), (RS (&I (03),

e (O o B A (R @ ColR SefreeTa s ot

>3 % 541 05 0 Wi W S O 2 (23) 1
AGAS Fmea] 2w T helle Heet

SofeaE THE A

chﬂﬁ m)_m @ oRfieE A WEHE A0S
Wﬂdﬁiﬁmsﬁw Sz 57 (7 |

T (= 1SR (38) | e W o e 5 R
R 53 B 3 e eTa Mo R Wt 2 Fs A
G A TEE R 26T (A TS AT TN, ORI
G- W 77 I g ey RTS8 SR S SR L
e Rrsfegem | @07 7 Tl —

TGATS SFET T 2
mmﬁmmm w

ﬁmﬁ@wwwm TR 5% T &
F37| B A SB CNCF ¢ wmp y800 T

SR RICPI AFEAE
TGS AT I

@RI o w5 9| P efSRiNTE I e e et
T T PR AT TR AW IS e ety Y T
@R e obi e TeeEle (Eedl A A% FEhA1 W0 | ARG
T wees WM CRaR Gl faee R e GREE
BT © O TP T T6 TG T AT (IS 0
¥ R (oo (e (Tere e | FR coreme e < e o
[T TEE T TS (TPH T OF F ww I et
e TR AT YO OR (NN uieTE o &3k
Tore TSRS S SIS TR AT FROF A5 (2 e N
TN T TEE A AT I@CE O T AR ST S AE
T3 BOACE | g G #Af (3 (

B p 2VeR o = S

- SR Sratet IR FE |

| o TEeaEl GFh Teeers R

TR
(CRICDiE]

e | O e, @A QEpie FE
@ fareiy sfmme; MY aM G T e
1Y | GrE @RS ATE e 7 | FEafh
QeI TSI TR T |
Prrgrer ww aFww e e,
T TTESTATA IS FAEHE GHE

woeal @t
fafad (=)

fog T @R @ @I
#aT e |

7 e T o ol ) o R
WAt FiAEe TEEEd  FeEiel

Afqamay s 7

Tefom wgrTen
=

RO TPE AF

TR | A3 LA
s rean T
fiey &t Fave Awe ol zmee gE
A | EESREE e FEE TEEh
A 0 e e

AR 20 B 00
L TG 3800

\ oifa

- B e
I S A 5
s T | (AT TS oW

firss P ¥ SR SO (A
| o SR B W e
el bl Al SO PN T
L 7§ PTG TWEE TN A
e oo Pl
e, e g3t o9
CoETE Tafg ©ATS B
BRI (A0 T & T 3
W @ TEE wfeTH e
B i B B

- wfedt (sf) 9. TEERE

o (g R T
@ HE T G e a9
UhATEE U5 ASNA GIE (WS
o " e Sew ufeus
BN ACHCE | TECEE BEE
T (W SRR . W
s wEm, Jm SE @R
el afarg TEE e (30
(TS == TG G TEE
wfSqm o IEE!

Frat-at) FEm 58
@I n @eE 0,
sl @A I

el @ N SEenEa
i Fad fol |

AR (ETa

et srest

A FEE AGbE

farit e S

50_8_ ||




AT TG

N5 A |

Fresri RGR 70 W20 TE | 929! S5 @
e e gEe AbEAE| O W R

GW m\memﬁwqew
PG RS = e
IER AN ATNET
T BN SR
@ A W
(aGEREeE 8 GFE
el (A S
T T S e
=@ 8 5 4R WEe

mwmﬁwmn

o S ¢« IEE, %WM\'}'

IS 259101
aﬁﬁaww

Wﬁmw :
WETAE Y SR | T T
s @ AN CAEER
@ w5 05 I wheE] i 2R
AR (RS S GIEeas
%@ (02) @ NEREEE S AT
7 i (8¢) | S TG CIETEA
Sheit wiie o vy 396w
Aifaasa e ofF Tfgae e
wﬁwmﬁmﬁmﬂmw :
mmwﬁﬁﬁl
ﬁmﬂcﬁﬁamaﬁﬁ
mﬁﬁc‘mmﬂﬁmn
e sifoww, Jraaalear ¢

T o e o et e 9% ot ndogs

SFAE 0 T 00
» AT 5890

WW T
SoqrE A9

'“

il

i

a)ig

q WY y890
@ « | L7 wednesday 21 June 2023

TG ¢ FEEeLE T 4% TN, TR

I BTG b, SPRIGEE SR 78 G ‘f%"m_ g

BB T | ] : \

SRR TR /R~ Lﬂww

WW & § e SR i B e mma&hmﬁmﬁﬂ
JAE we 5 ¢ mmﬁwﬂ%ﬁw v 9% IR e weE

mm‘ b mmmawwm.@ﬁfﬁam1
amwl 18 Fm Gfenis 4@ %9 HETEE e 4992 oW

Wﬂsﬁmg& 8l wrRe mam%fw m{t!% iﬁ;ﬁm-{!ﬁmwﬁg

mwﬁﬂwwﬁﬁw kil _ WWWW

o TR (AT WG G €06
a4e YEUET WO AT A
) Ge W T e

WWNW

€ WEHE

=135 Sfafu SCARE R

(23), mmm@%
& holGico GG AT 4

Wﬂﬂ‘ﬁwaﬁﬁrwl
e g AT TE (09),
T (o) @ T AN (Y0) | T
maﬁzwmmm(m.
WA e T Eee
(sifaes) carr. meg v fofesaa
731 e Wi, Be0E TRE AR
T ol we e of¥
T | O T ST |
fomerm g 2REE
TR ST SR
E T = | wﬁw a3

w«se‘m: qEE N TEE
farea oia whew
mw#wmm
TR BT ZEATE | TS W
W s Te i R T B LS
e

mem
& | o7 E e i Wi ek
e gquegesa W Wb
WA A
& fawog w1 4R € -
s B we, ferer
mmmmﬁm
wT aracE | @ e
FEIE g T T A




B EEE TF
Fiw J@T e 9% O’ W
$Wm| ot SRR e
ABIH 47T
R (Fe°) - et o A
3aB1 9EPITS 72 ©fF AT W (30) 8
TS @TTE () T3 T | Tome
frit Rfarg wamkm 4N @ B
w5 | Freea & ag e B |
ﬁwﬁﬁmmmﬁﬂamm
(&) Cifer eSS, 8 iR
e e e fres |
ammwmwmm
SRS THE w9 SereE 1Y Ny
e M TP @ AW A =
~faafies e Toma F3 TR |
o S bl
m o T I |
7 WS P TS WE

wﬁ%wgﬂsww

@W@‘W

T, G 49, 2030 B TAY 3, ¥8%0 ﬁm I

T 8 T 080

DSYIPS2A | [T

JGNS TS aﬁas

W@'“'a'@ I T
A7 = BwsrEa sy 79 uree

mem

mmmemmmmm
mww T (80)
m’"ﬁ%ﬁml mm
mmaﬁmmﬁaﬁ e e i
Ao s ﬁ
Prareiy : Srareria WMWWW
S a T S AN AP SRS, e 25 0
mmwm@www WO € T T @ T TGS
fram () S wiferss oxTer | et IO STER (T S0 T 4GOI TR 35% AT <% e 997 T
=R GUETR ST AR 2 T GFEE SiRe W W e | s Sees e 28R
o, R B s A g8 A o 0 L T 01 357 753 B 9 e o5 D
WWWWI&WW@WWW%W'MWWEWml

Wmmﬂmw:mwaﬁm

T T
Wsﬁm@maﬁﬁfﬁm‘ ﬁm

TS TG WA G e
%ﬁmmmmﬁ 4

TS WTEFE WE T e

g AT AW | SRS S
g:mmﬁawm m AT 38 I 2039
I Ll 30 TG 5800
i b T e

(oI | i & o fetst

&by cul, w1 fere SR, TS I FEE
T IGIEE B O T | IS CIEA
T AR AR A |

Tfega 9894 (@o),
B! (09), THET TEUTETR ST (29),
wfewm (og), Fre (), WRERE
T TR (W),

(8¢) e WEFEAEA S

RN ACRIRIEIBACHIOES
57 477 5 ANE JR©

T | BT A DR -G TG Sl

| (@ ST W gyl

mmmw;mm
<=7 T CoETEn 3R (drEEd e |

wawE e el st IEE TR
Wﬁmwﬁhmmm
soo fGEifibR waEE S faenform
wE (@Y Trare | Teew g #iifE

. W e wNba @oF (@ FE
C WreE WA WedenA O SRR =1

WA | (TR 20T T, ST ¢ R
Tferler (7 T |

HeAM WA Ae q@q AP FEA
FSTITAR FAA A e FAR A |
q 797 Toifys farem ©amg AR WEEE
HeA FRMHA = TAnel I59E Saa
wifEw, BATAE] SHER-SE-aaW, ST
Fefers arenm, frga vz o, SaF
wife TS, ARSI (@9, (e T,

tﬁmmﬁwmﬁmmwﬁw

wEHi, A e

50\‘9—|

e arEme & T W05 AT S,
(P15 (40 FIECTF 1B 5 7 | S g
YA (eT T HRECTE SIE O (I

A6t ; Soulh-site o Fige wowe e TR
ﬁﬁm%wvﬁacﬂmmw
*EITE @AREEE (E 4 oA Wh | T S
Frear A4 ST SIS (0 WA e 1A
H30%H | (FArEeRfm) :  CE-PuAs WErTeE
*wm%mwmwﬁ%mﬁr
e Afmr e TR wiEe de wiem
YRR TR FEEE (S7) WA TE e e
50 S0 | BT (ST @ T4 90 |

(=Fia) : ﬁmﬁmﬂ w:mm T

sl & SRRV A
fms = %ﬁ@mﬁmm
Gz & FEOT 900 |

irmwwmarﬁa }




FACHE FLo

ﬂﬂ@ﬁ m mm aomqmm

WMsm q & 129 ¢ b e WITS

T | O3 O UEE WO FdhATY HeH RS 6§
AIGE TS, NS B wmﬂﬁﬁaw
ﬁwawe ﬂﬁrﬁ! FAS _

Az A I
WMI%WWWSMW
TTRT T, FAF W @0 (SR TR I

: T MG (UL TS TF BIAIGDT

3 IS g il e s it il B

TP ST 07| TS UoATEee e faEr

%ﬁ‘w s <61 G, i 3 P

mew
HEre @ qenar @5 e RiEE
o, RN IRA (o) FrowEr
(EATE ST LTS SRS ()
SN e B (R | e

ﬁm A WW

RS A0 SR 9 e
CITErER BRI (S0) 6 HEHE GRS SIS GibS
ﬁtm|mm£mm?m
Ty (7 T SSoREe (ST
wfae fafefa s b w@ oE-TEEiiE
WG w1 oy IerE e Wi e it |
« 771 e e curs et <3 el e
ifars R e s o

T ez eftrve wfTE, @Y PRE
mwﬁweﬁmmm|m
WS SR NESTSCRE FAfe € 4ieEi-
TS ASTE TR @ BiD TEoR1 W05 | FefeErE
Toremarst, Brremfe o G akikd
IEa Bl ST T |
waifare AMeerE WE cabeiacee ¢ Wbard T
HeTT (NG Z (e BT T AT T (80)
™ @ F 511 419 (90) AT TTE |
m:‘ﬁwﬁwmmﬁmwﬁwﬁw

oI
OFEE OE T WME  WHEm
®H O (L) TR O e
wmq@rwmm
IR S
] W (T R
4T IS (O (T T
YA F090 (929 G 4% HEeAT
:gnmﬁwmmw
ST @0 T, WBEE
| P o ot Sew wa ACSR
| a9 W o HFe
: e FCI| 9 B
SR AT ERer U 93 gAY (28
ST T TEwRD AT S e T A |
amReE sifeE S TEE IS e |
e @EE TTE SHEEE ARANE A9S WA
DI TS WEGRICE 5 065
et =fam 0% frm ©8) AL 9F
e Fee =) 9% TF CIE]
T ) RS e T st (@ (et g
meﬁﬂgﬁmmmﬂﬁw
SISO STe TSI S 3591 TRl A oF
(40T NECHFAIT BF *AISF UL | TeF J00aT
e 9 G em TEFE
wRery oA #iftg o org AHT (N T
B 9, Wmn&mﬁﬁww'aﬁﬂa
AR

mw?ﬁw%m&mmmm

.. <hiiz ':
. "":‘”‘;—‘|
i
I
i
|
|
t

FNA AT~ TRIAEEE 200 (T P, e weoifaents e ofin A e 8% e
orreaf ¢ Gres Mg s 7w @ OBy Premre (o g B (ae) e 9% 8 e =) fes g
5T 1S OEETE WhArae Ee W FRT aidie  CIEeE THISE YO ORY S (20| T8
AT TN A T OFEEET (T 9 o (L EEEA S 4, T A
AT TS T SRS | 47 W peE e A b e s a ety s et |
(NS GEeTeTE ©fY @t way) e wowe e s aee SR e o
e ffere rom warr: 76w foal w88 v ~w B0 oW | o797 9IES S IGLF AT
THE-I50E (I8 | WA (ACSTRR Wrew AW 6 G TR S THuE Y NCAE WO oA

SIgH S AR, mmqﬁﬂmm TGS s NE YT (R I (AT
TR TEE WA AN (S s u&mmmmwwm
“HfyTars | TETECS i Gete '1 | I T e

WWTEW . "Tﬁw‘ Qﬁqﬂ' 2099,

mm@mmmm
i it <= afie fzs ) s
JzEaTE A A0S S3BE o wisa
RIS (TRt 4 Yefimema
G G FrEawE el ak)
vz wfires = cul. @ (33) 1w
wwmwﬁmwuﬁa
A, wmmm
BT BETs i < Frea o
CSTA S Pty ewos wme T | ra
B T G e e

oo it ihaibiaio

AR N

ﬁﬁhauQSG;aQom
Crelba BITE &
AfEF o

& W

Feog o1 IS G ool
S & W Iy TwE | eHE
AN VR Dl oI
ey 10og G0 o ghares |
T QAT WA I
T &TNE TAEE (29) € e
FE(29)

e o g, o, 9k
T3 G3h ol e e =
wE| FES W O WEg e
kR e R G
TR BITET (59 (T GERET
OIS 15 Yafee | o A
(S OIT (IRelfAE T &S %)
o oI Y T T (e
TG TSNS AT W) O
RIS (FeNE fY e W
| SR RS efesE
L] B8 TS TEe TR B
ek g of afiay wfem
T R, TSR e
WE =Sy I97 THE| TAWE OhlY
W TAIOWET T A (O
AT TR Wl e s
e RO WE A UITE
TR PIE =eT T T4 9
<pan «af T8 wrel wet wee |




St ey R SR RElRNGE
S o s Xoeeel G

Boreein GAfSRE AFTRINE 9 WoA €IE |
e w8 wEw oy SeueeE araif

| _ aW(ﬂ!ﬁﬁ)ﬂﬁﬁﬁ' :
%H;q;a m@m&%w m’m T T B T e BO A T 3o B T
Q@ T T (T FTOETAG qra e e e | @ WIS ) T YT AE A6 (TE | ORI ST
1 RRbLe oM 6T T T | A T maPrfy s Sree A o 0 Frew SETR A AR
SO w7 T WY TS 7R B amepar Soreerm 87 I RS qphe AN O
Bra ooz FETS HRTE BIE = T B (e | 99 e Wi & ST aife oarded! e
TS G ] | BofraeTa B TRl § 57 =TT AT | AT (T S A ©

St Whern. W e T o SR SRR CREL

ot @ B 5T FRATE | fciter oo W Q WAT A5 ST (S| ORI RIS
T i s g gy gl b e
: " 5 . s (BT T O (34), A o 3%8),
bk WA ooy g S (), —
Gist «Wmmm@;@m. Eﬂm_ﬁmmwu ) a3
FeTHTEDd ST 57 I AT azc*rwm)m-gw
O (AT (PN PICD 3o curms 3 w14 B <5 w0g w505 WAL RIS 2o Tem

m ' ﬁq_ Gkl S ——————

FrEETE BT ARG el Wﬂwmﬁemcﬁﬁﬁﬁ’f&m@ﬁ RietoaizctRinial
T SRE G (X0 P! CHAT BT Fef et s e o 2 2t <1f R BT, O WA | 4
fon =fire 1z e | STESTE TR T ECe AT 0% (oY CATIA e STt 09 | 4903 3 ¥ R
e 730 s @ wa weh | s fom T = R T JEeaTE 3 e sbr e ok A
fersfreparfine 20eT (31, G (8%), 3. WﬂaWMM1mmmﬁaﬁwmm

& (o) 6 Gil. e (92)1 9% AR O <0 e C1C, PR o ST T e T O
WA @ O WG wares (e O Q- O P T T S L | e SR Ot RO
QTR iz () T G| T O R 39 (5 e W1 T w1l | S

CaiE A, AREETEE ATl (o1, @ fog SITwe AT TR T ATeUE | '
T e GRS ST SR PR X 2O TR o g Al 26 < e
BIARR G 5eITeE | e 12o S Ao TRl SR M e SEeTE fEEEs |
BIATECR TewEe! (a6 W BT S G (PR AT B ST PTeRe S (S (R |
ST e | D o T TG AR S SN A9 9 1% T S S5, 2 Wets vl Toif wewry o
TS (A BIFIR SharEA et ‘=30 FRAIRIOT (AT =1 (ATSE (216 RS MY S8 Rl I | 3 AT
T 7T | WIES CIE S, WASEE sl O ST AT ST AP e e < e o |
o) TomGaTe Tarne P bl (B 0 7 TSI AT AT | <4 Ry TS ST Fefd vt off o
e (o o o fbvers  fergm g e, R o e st « s e e e

1 T 3 T 3080

[

Ww&ﬁﬁsﬁﬁ_ﬁ&ﬁwsﬁ (biew) : EPTS P WA e IO (60 G0 € o e e
T TR <A <A ST Dl A R | (R s\eE ST M@ ST (NGTTRLee ana R Rt A (20 SRR | @ ST HAE Bty W (e
Ll A CITRECLE e ¢ orE @ G G| 8 RO R | (R 30w s AN
e e wrera S S SR (T4 (% S ST TGS & T €5 | O TS Geew (3 AT S

' o (A TR T (P WeE Y & oA @A (SR G ¢ (N MEEE YEOR e
wﬁwwmﬂmmaﬁm SoTE @ T Wh |

re— e —————



T oA

QE T e e |

e 6 (¥ =

Ffpamaw Feagwe WAk GER a9 §Y TR |
aug 7S oAy Ay fove o rReT foRwTR e
frze zome | afeffirm wpma wa—

BenE ;e wErSt ¢ NAUE oEEE HeE WG fove Y, :
iz =omees | 97 s AReeE G T S AW (o) ‘ﬂm Cm ;
M @ Faafenifae Spfremre fms o | wee g 4 3 o
YL WG F S GR DA | TSP (B1A T~ (A R —-

ST (NIYSIR (FEAE 5PrA @ WA Wh | Fwe g wg m al\!

' B ST (R S (2 | . o Logess o

%méﬁﬁr?w O oo FrE Aew (N9 e BL : R
ANFE ANSH FWE be efetran Wwel fieifene W XEEE RN SR
B AR TR W A Wy e | @ Wy A I (o R b e e s e R oty i i
4= B WORRIGHS T 99 A0 B9 O | T TR | ORI R o SR e AR e B
AT WSS TS 18] (o (RGTEL WA 7R AN I o & e e SR T 5 3 e ST | 7R il
fizs @ | foem e Soremrg e quer @ 90 W | ofo grfeam qete Fdee ST T DT (T8 AN & w5 i
fzea ze TowemE pAad anva femm wEwae cam 1A | R ot e o i e 11 o S g T (S et

e (58 S T (T TG A (0) | ORI TR e (rreieE o mE 14 A STefeETe Rets (it aragre mem 5
Mmmmﬁﬁﬁm@meﬁm Al | T 9% 30 O 9% SR AT Al | s : 3
S fre® s woares | mwﬁmWEﬁﬁewmmﬁﬁwﬁMJ

S AT hoeea bRTRER 21 o | 11 351 T BYEre Soimmet
TR T, B 3 s @D s Ao w1 o o1 e s e s
A SR ST 205 | ATS CHAEAE ot T TR |
TS 2 b8 S 0 o Siem A it ool |

Ol EH— i (23), (S (80) @ g (¢o) | Afariw (Swe) wea crmt
Ww%ﬁmwww CTEFR T GF & = = |
EIE CYSHIT 43 A 7 R, Of A @i A1 | PO 9% 59651 o1 Wics
mﬁuﬁwwwﬁ.mmﬁﬁmwm.wmmw_
TS gl @b e s oy A | e whargeT o & T T | 98 WBRE e
IR (R W1 i et ot W 7l T | & SR S o i e pef
T A AR SifFEEs eS| TP (T | 9 TN WS A
S BIPY (ATrieT Feter Zeife e T 1 A 9% =il o, e
S s 1% B39 rag &3 | . ; :

fwwﬂ%m@mmﬁﬁmﬂammwmaﬂzm:m
S 1, T (IR 3017 (29) A0 0% i s e | Frerey ceer Ao
mwwwmﬁwmﬁmﬁwmwm:wmmm
mwﬂmmmmwummmmwmm
S T T <A AIGH (S0 S T 1 fon o =i | orat e afats e
(20) 8 T (RICH (0%) & BT @IFH (9o) | 7 78T 3 o1 (St g o,
IESIE Hrese QWMWWWMWW
mwmwlmmmmmﬁw%w|mmwm
TR | G o Tty R e TS wm 0 e so s =i
GFOIHiTT e | .




s_%mﬂ Taks unfy bz MR

i’ - e

TR 1 3030

F

7% R 4w T AT UF G [ @7 TREH N e T
WA A FRIG R BT a8 GHeae | A1 S Gited el mﬂmﬂrﬁ.ﬂ o
o1 Jifs AN e @ ol A A3 ToEA | s 9T W’“’I‘ i
Frares 1 TS G| SIS I O A IR are Rara oot afesiens
W | SRR RO W TR I RN & SBAT 30 G| WA SR ST W
72 qg7 SItle TEEAE O O ¥ate wbA wbrnes) apy (80) ST O s e Zrar |
AT (IF TF TSTR AF W IR FEAR | 012 oA dwe e ey ¢ s a fiw
A FERE wAE WA T 0 G TR RETE wrere e [ o
wifFEe SASER TSI G LA (B A #Bl-5E & m.awﬂmm;ﬁm
I A FEAA | FMT A vz firgil @ A& @A

OGS FETe SO | TR o e ) O A e

qEBAE J7 (S0 RSrES A
25, AT R Al G
@A CRZ TEE BTa e | fafise == L]

WYY ANAMGE SWER Ny WEEE WEd TETFTA

13 Bl WA e (a0, 70 TER 3 Smreae

B aon TFCAD (B WORE @ AR e et

TrrefipmrE (9 IproAEEs TER. IVEREBE et enatar Tae: Hffe e

GrEe AT | ST e e, e T mm.mﬁ’gﬂae
SBAPEE B A AIGH T (I A (55 I IS, iy T Sl

mﬁ SPA-AA TG 992 {9 A 9Tees sAaE i i lﬁ’ﬂ"*w“-?‘

ST | G5 F ANGTR 2 ToAPEI AT =Y
e ] el A1 2 IO [ove (i IR T epifine s

= W B dbbie
AlST GEPEE AREETT W @ oE an @ot s 9B g B s
@I T e 28| BH1 @ ek Gimm, Fas fa e s st o
wEes e St 12 os E— R e B

oo i R TR | T O RS e a6 g o we
: ' 47 . e Al e wifda wane
I TR =GR (Y, T B
frcu oo fofeesTer o camaen
A

FEAT | 43T (A AR (AT
wgmmmm I
SN W T, 9
B G sz o SrareE w1
o R &y SR W
e B | e o fea
P S w9 20 A
T (s wfer wte s

R sty oy qeamre w |
P A | AN o baifeerem W |
T | AT 50 R 4 el
Tram | Rigwian s S Fe
TR R S1ece o | !
G O GRS b, Raas @ |
ARG S AT PR | & gy -
ST Gty Ruewareg swmmn
it w75 o3 T wfe gowm
TS w0 Kfefe wftre @, art
WS 21 SR o, 72
R o 7z o8l e facs
mwm; /

NS

WIS & T Sok0
-'{kﬂ_m 8%

MG A

-9t ey St
o R |

SirGtors WA ST R (o
@R IS 9% RELmmEE ve-
o F A TAE T T o4
o) w68 R wR
TR (A |

afers wmeE FdFm o s
FEE T AFEE o=@ ww
YR | @R IS wfEem W
I/E frs e Tre-r
GV WEF (WAT TE AT
G| e Wy e e
ICNE| AR T < TS 305w
6% T AP TRSE O A
wRE TIGEME W (NG
was Ao Wt e o
T (T GF T 90 YT |
AT A ST Y T
offert | QT T WATE| J




B 0 () STl
a7 o O (TR e SPTEEH O o g el et

CRIET sfefs <136 et eamites (80) T97 wa® |
sTERe

zﬁﬂm wo L&ﬂﬂ@&wme ffrorag A :
ST N A AT (FE WA PTIST B wrﬁ%wﬁm
CRITGLET Rt AT T | G G o e W :
AT @S eﬁmmmwmammmwmmmm r

AT BI (T T TN Hroy v & & o et &

Rl

Slama ‘ﬁlltﬂl_ wﬁamow.m aalta'—'laaﬁ

_.|"iﬁm§|:o'\¥*§°-2\'-ﬂ |

&% =frereE pfiw weEm o oy

TR SRS T 1 @ TR Sl Bt S SIREE SR AT S s Tars e oo o wmmlm mﬁﬁ
(CIREST L T S T ST s e S PR (U0 o Fry g T TR %;Wmﬁaf 72 %:mﬁ gt
| e R e e E o memmmmm«% il

S TSI S 32 T | O R B gy TR €2 Satw e et afiia T e
O TP W | & o1 R B e @ A w s (o ey b T
2 SIS SR E TR TSIBER e O e

O T | T AT S 0 i e, T 5O @ T T o5 e
Wm%mqﬁwwm.

am{wmmmm
mwmu &3 S FA
e (oA G, T (29) TR

T ¥ W lm
&% 221 Trs TR (SR
zrAsireE fre At
mﬁa’tmwwuﬁm
g e

mgwwmﬂ
T el @ i R CaE AT
. firzm Brd o uie e R
itz S| TS e S

Tox & O e R A e WL

“fear A WS SobE e

. mmmmﬁmm
Ty % (T 0 F9-IHRI0
. G wfeere arensrerfE
T (RIS ST | AR R G S35
_eﬁmmmw s §ta e v T
- AR ﬂmwﬁgm(so)

memaﬁmmmt

www;mﬁwew
afirrd Remm i =fiws b

WA Tere S w0 B m&wﬁh m mwm
mwﬁmw%ﬁﬁmv%wmmqﬁmmwwmm|

o AT T e AT | T R AR ENH e o

mm&amm I T o o' i QM'\

mﬂﬁ! () TSGR
s e STares Fesy 4RE

Rftrre et s Sier carErgee

fore ra wfEB7 aza FEEEe
FGTE FHTE TU0 LG 1 FAA A

fRme e wiea (¢a) orersisl
W <2 T A by zer mr.aa T e B Tl

AN TATE ST WFGE AT S5T

g GifEire! #IeE @ WAl
%) Fige W o B

T R GRS R IR
W R 6 (e el

i, R AT Qe (5103
o S SR 891 T

'mrmwmm;
FoSIG (FIATANG) © FANG

mﬁm(mm«
Al wans w5 B e
@@ T WA e

BRGTY §ISHADT ME(EF AT WB
« 641 | TERIGF RBAIT 79

T TR gEa 4B
Wy TN wWeE [Kare
TR | e e e e

iﬁﬁ@ﬁmwﬁweﬁm
e som vl S
T B P, SifEeHz Al
(T HihE g e b

| T RCATE | WIS A AR

wrea g 6w e
A, @ A TeweE Sne
e TATE

ﬁmﬁwwmm

B e e a

ot g o




FACHFCE VAo

ﬂa@a m L bihio

A8 W

oﬁwm

mmmﬁﬁwwﬁamrmﬂmmﬁv Bk kvl

(I T (20) | BiG1RE Seies =76 b <F
7§ ORGH TN S30F FEAT (03) I (40 g
B 17 (77 €% S Rreeg
I Sl s U3l S fes oy wiee S
CPICH &% “14TCy e o g |
AR T 1 ¢ T S TG T 0 I
OTFGHEF TG (TR FHICT frsTors I o (o
QT | T TR TE FA Al oo o Ao
50 )| ORIt Re-ef o wre-o iy

TR 9 A (BT 73 RN A A (7| 4 RO
wfES A wfens g€ s wiee e ears
muﬁwwﬁmm(m)me
TR (T EFTR IR TR .

RIS o0 T aa 39-3 Iy 0% T
IS TR G O S AR S
@1, T I (e wrR ol wee, e
I ST % 19 SrRCe 9 (T (S0 |
GEFTH PR TR BT T I e, O

(AT @ (AT T LTS (R | org =it e
TS SO <Y SR O (A A 4 T
& TATS (FY AP W FEE (L FTEE @0
I YRTE W W R m umﬁ'r m

T P LT AT |

mmm:mwwﬂmmm
5CF W G #fFA ST T v Sre 9
ST SICE QBN O A MR Beweet 96 0w | 6%
T W (@ aw g -t gwertng
I & CMrart Frerere R4 o A« it
OO (7| TS & STWF 7 a0 e e Byt
18 (57| TS FETe B e g9 e A
ST (IS A < o e e
T SR @ Ot g 9o Rrrery | azeE
e 8 YS! Rwrsrs (Griisry (s B | (e
T TS G TG € N T g B
@ (1 Y71 To-+1 vy &w 1T Sy wTerE TR
AT mﬁgm ﬂm%ﬁ-‘sﬁﬁmmm
oF 7o BT 9T euﬁm
A W A4S zewg o Ronss mhasEs
T &b 9 3 v EEa1ts 7 ue T A A
B T mﬁ'ﬂm ArariE e b

A QR $E S5! (20 o6R
R A T U W
g T O T R
TER wWF TEAOET TAT A
TSI T | S s 20,
*77 '@ P g SEe AT
oz | Al wwede T

B

Qﬁﬁ'ﬁlﬁl e, qw:s 03¢ |

aNors e

fasfe S

FAZACT NS |

e arét efefify m ao ‘
|

Haree [arogfe euE (4aF (MelE)
e for =fiere
g WieTas T |
sffert AW, T CTNEE AS pOR
SoreE T BERACTE ARl
ez o foedier & | fom Fofe uffre |
oErEn aw dlen og ) fAvdeE |
AR FAF (3), G (0) ¢ fufes
(23) | Fomeme craemt cgea b ||

mumwvmmm
dleq AR AL WBAE oW WEAl

offerst epreRCS SRfEe I |
TR WA T GO ST
AT GRS Y o5 fo5 |

§:
:
]
%

fer e o e @@ |
e ww SAE TE € TANY
(rew) et Frfeemes Gemfa
sifewi fersma Foafers aware smeiaE
cersmeTws fafart (aafes) |

gfesy W efom R arm
T, WA qOLF G (oTAE,

AT AR TRa Fawd (6f)
o1, wfes EER A, (CIRR TS
(s fomem fdfe wifivs fRede soes
T TS (Ef | ads offs offEm

frear ST o7 (U QT S |

o T fde wfSeme @REa
(TSI TF T0U0E | ST WINAl QYA
werTAd QeUE WCO! CRIAT 2w AR |
forem SreNey Fa frde e
HITH A0S YA T LWL |




FACHCE [WUOF

wmemvﬁﬁ% ATy I
G5 9B ;

HIo® SRR 4 I B
TR WFAAT ST €I T
s siefa (se) SaEE *ie
ﬁmwa’:ﬁﬁv‘wm

2% HaaiG (4% Y00 BRI
BT ST TR | TS Sieeal A
o1z ofEam Faare A T
wem 11 @ B Bt R oo
SERIBEEIFE T

oo umme AEw, ‘qr@e (IAT) 300
b1t wifd e | BIwl 409 (R T
e o TEE e Sl e
TR A OF T WG FF I
& T WO T O P

msmm:rcwﬁi\amﬁ@
w7 e e e fefers
! (weT AR’ o

¢ faaca weRt TRerm AW <
wea TR R 2, o
T CICR! Bl @I T Al | (8
= e (1 Felt A 1 e

T A GRS AT R
S geawe wRgEm P
A, BIEFR
u%mwmm&ﬁ
oG 43T (F>feam)
e Fra 9 e ) 1
IR e (reT T (T
75 @ g =l ey

- m%mmmlzﬁmmwﬁ

' Wmmxmemm“mamw|
| AT W SO g e & @ 26 B TR &

g Segeray (EE WY SrEe oF W) 3 e oo fre
TS 9o vE T A @ fRum Tifmererenn o S S w8

(@ SRR ST G 0 O G

| F=fIm se 5 2030
:-Wbm

,1(}(—'

e@ﬁwm

T e ofF w7 T w9 wE ) IR BasEE W

Greoa wAR—(srAr Tt (80) @ T8 WA (8P

A 4T SRet FEee (<) Tiem 1w em, A w8
FAE (G WA GOFT T TreEE B | «EE (TN uiE I
TFHE (FIEGA EAT W eI LI FAE | (R S
oA ey AR frme o JREE adw wm e
ISR TEE, GArETE wiftere] R ¢ A E e e st
e Ty A e frere s STm wsEey e 98
TFAE ST FawE Aee W UHe S B S| 9

TF | @ =39 EfTrm werE FeE, T, w4 i TaeE agtE el
mmammeﬁmm| & w9y FE e
Wﬂimmﬁmﬁfﬁﬁrmmmww AT,
eyifEs ewim, By €, WY AR, IO SEMEE 0 B Uree
o | WS 24 cﬂﬁsﬁm*ﬁ‘wmﬂﬁam
2B (T BT ISR T

2 T (T TR FE I ST, AGCIS 58 W
QT 2T T | @ firg 2RI 290 (e TR TRy e
=(fre 2 Wy «92 AR RS TS QA 9F Wy e
TEACE GG AR AR (SIS | ATA TS (IR Ol 90EE e
I AT AR TS (99 TF (]

3L CHIE (AN A 91 FHE, A4T 7% S (7Y W e
(7% E 3709 W RE oA SR | JEEE AN 96 T
AL @19 T WE 9 T I 6 o e nEaS 2ol w5l
77| 3T (sTEH BieETeE SifEn e, (b G 901 (R
o off FE e T vaE o T IR GhATEE SR IR
(NEF | BTG ¥ AP TrEE [T TR S SHIes. (T 6
VRTE 24T WIS ST Sl (R (R 9 g o1 F) A
mﬁmmm%ﬁw «§ e T R ar A

THEE e G 2ok
=% oo T d800
ﬁﬁhtw —f\%[ Wlmwmmﬁ
¢ ‘Pﬁ' (F HEe AENH 4 b T
Bl 5 i B G

RS i e T |
BT A ORIT o e 7w g s e
oA | WB3 T AR A G
“nﬁmﬂmmm@m T W o B e
S5 T (W G e
NG (00). ATH @F T A e f 2y
TG T whie oy (O W e e o
i ; e T S A GEE A I
@ﬁ;@%mwﬁfaﬁm
TE A (N SFEE
hﬁgﬁ mea(;r:: P s T
Ao T %1 WA TGS i
T TGS wfen SiEtie 9y
i) o oo Soy 0 T e ey Ak

1 A 2 P SR o B

AR A Howe iy w0 AR AR, A A

oy frg @ zoiiEls 20T AT

e I - qm’i“wa 3¢ & 09, |

Wmmwwmim

i Bl FA

mthoqﬁ-‘w%l

I B T

%ww-

M(vﬂ@ﬁ)aﬁﬁﬁv

mﬁamwm
FrarE S | TS CTAE 9
sgam Rofers OR o8 UM
8 T T |
gF iff S SR e
S () AT 9F
=fedl 94 |
gﬁmﬁvﬁm,wsm,
A @9 e v
ﬁm*re i wifeama fafes
gFRe wfeqs  cfgsEe S
i A
Erco rEd
et dWE EEE S
(83), TTEE ‘?j;%ﬂ ?::1)%!
wﬂaﬁﬁﬁwiﬁmm
(83), BRG ~1Tg S A
eﬂﬁiﬁ[(m L
MWWWLB&)!W
RIE ORI GAFE PR FE |
’Iﬁ‘ﬂW’lﬁWﬂW
I@E  TEE (S
mwmwm )




W’Cﬁ%@ IRElen

F A o 'Iﬁﬁfﬁ 5qq7€:zmu

%ﬁrmﬁwﬁcm

cm mmzmﬁ

ForEnia A

mmﬁaﬂaﬁavm&mml
mﬁmmﬁﬁmg

30 TAE WOHF FAE Eﬁ‘l"‘li m

GITILAT FEEl

mﬁwmmm

Fy] “Fia TS BRI T A
ﬂﬁwmﬁsmmﬁw

e efbs feTia
F2R Wi s ﬁmmﬂ
TSR & AT |

gl 7e, g @ FE A Sl
mmﬁawmmm
2w vifearre (286) ures SrEgys
T @ S AZAPIE GERSE WIEE
ﬂmlmmtﬁcammm
AR G (RSB

SteTE e e e S
& GEANE S, HIT T
by fifise, &% GurETEE R o
1Al AT | KAPHAR SALEE SRNGS, 6%
TSR T Trrre! OB (AR (T2
) | ST (SYTEE (581 bael

BT B R i - B )

mﬁmmw;ﬁﬁ

wiemd Ao FaEe Fﬂﬁ,ﬁl
NAW LT (FF 4E TeAlee awfad
‘e e SR GERTN

ZFeEAeIs ToeE wearl A A
SooAE TTNIES (A YLERA 99y
LA eI, Y 4N 1I0EE WA 79, =
AT WE 9E GIENFCE (Mg
o) Sfoys SAmEl Loyl @l
B g B 5 < | e e - (1
Afigeis s o e | one
s A

o Fhe o e WHE
mﬁmmwmmm@!
| e W @l fofbe sos G
{1 G CHreEd fAfen EEsiy wieam
mﬁmmﬁmmmmm
ﬁ@&aﬁ gzfoa
FiE, e
ﬁmmwmmﬁwﬁm
G HIA, (1. (OIS, (W, T S,
TR aEEE 7S, oL <l e seee
TS GIbS FlE| OTnE HAE I A (AT

e AT ARG 1 ST (R
SR | TR HRHIA S
e AfGre | B} gam e
o0 TR TS| ST W (AT A
<if ebarge wGefS ware | ol gaAem
T R s amaE =@ GIEUE
sy wfe sfbew Rens gEen
sfafes Ifa GIENTEE SR WA

- gl e 2eT el

e A i A S
SECW 9V GEnE A,
THBLST Al QA (FSFE HE)
Qi WINE ZAF | O e NTA WA 9
wHE TS TEEAE Wioe F9 SHE|
UG s DEEHE WAl S0 FA0S
s Akl

A AL A
SrETE AR G0 s aehiee g
qifere B e 53, S I1 SeE @i
(©q) =S Az | JeteEn, EEE
W (dfgem) ¢egins A9 GIEH
(IEgGA WEN) SNE IAE A
(a1 ToNTeiT Ao ATET Sy S G
Faferem, ‘ST (elEd FTeE Ty S
T A f, TR ARR To5E e
FETS A (17 SfErEigl ARrSd AgHl
waEra (58 Fafgrae Sed | :

WA TE
TENEE  CIEEbE g Afsares
SATEITA STOPTT FH T Heal FH 2R

seaE  Waw  Ae  sobE A
AR 99 9T T G SHie
U ST HEY TEG SYS 28| @6l AN
:smmmmwamﬁ@mm

Fq1 =1 =T A, Efen aetfes
wed Tel-E ¢ AWl EfE-(rEE T

<ifem Tfm SrEam, Sl 3AE, eEeE

TR T T
i E B E R e | L - R
TS YWEE Wl Ao A, A
2 TeETeE 9o ARG 2 OHE e
aare| @ WA Efbe Wietna fekEe
TR WESly GEl A TSFE

FRGE AN ANaE Wewm e
FRATR FHE fold e S99 |

Frefrary afsam 7ol T | @3 s @5 AT
35519 fate (HEENIF NENEEE (AENEd
diffts a=ifFm SEEE SeT @6
weaEal ASANE AW 5eld  SEEE
T AW FEd) 9 Tl Rea Are
ieoe e aenie SeteEE AEwEE
SHAMEE TEE TG S 0E 1Y |

a3 foaft SIHbroE IS GHTHH

LA IO czrel e
wfege @ AL AT TS
ca@iraa Aift TEE |

Tl T S afema

mﬁmmﬂzﬂ‘meﬂmﬁm
e | Fawf wzmftd e wewa T
e @ Rgfers ket zo fm e
gfoam wfiem @ @B wivs afems

qforE gEm e wa e Mo
Hedm HB0T FaE (GLd TEIfaEmE oo
WANFSSLA Gerslla ZIwal, Wretr, e o
2o ARFTTA FrelfEF 9oy 2T e
Qe FenEd AR 2ofEe
(Reweerm), w@  #Arafe  2ofaw
(fe2Trw), wmafkar wegfe  wiSmww
(@), seeefS wrseEe, el oudnt
+i1fis (e fica « Zomem Y fomr wift wars)
Bt qg Smefy s
AT ZFLATR BIE ZOI-Fla 1N |
TN T Ties aieae s @
favitan oo wATs R wdre ofe
WEE TEEE TegaieE il a9
Aeafrrte witem TS @E o4l
wEEifes wesisw fareBef B2 oty
(TEGAGE) | G2 AB  FAEAW | FRAE




Fmmz ndm® eﬁﬁ-ﬁaa'ﬁm (i

 EEW N =%

RS ED

SRk Bl i

e ey 0 ot ¥ e

FACHCW (o

30 T 2030

AGEA (ATF
g foq

& e R
s ey weriet (B foq
e TEE JEE A
I ETE (Y0), FNE w{w}e
RIS TISTIARS GFEE (3R S NG S5 TrFod TEEE
a3 GiER IR AfE W WHR e R ) Sl raae

o7 TEER YR A e o e SR,

%ﬂmwm@ﬁwmwm'mm, o7 e A o G, s caIeT |

T Heam FEue

RO r AR I RT W BT P s T

P19}

| ST 1 >6 G 3080

arers oA

n e « o WY NG FAE TS
TSP q B I

gwwmﬁ'ﬂfﬁwﬂmaﬁiﬁﬁmm&m

- - _

S9% SIE » (FEEE, S G 2029,

L — B

e

e T

IR UG () A &% 7N mﬁmﬂliﬁgﬁﬁwﬁmwwﬁ
T2 Ol SR AT TOWHE e g SR O
TraTers A6 (L 3300 S SR syeaforms § e wres T
S <l 781 S U TANIE e e v W B W
(GoTaIR) WIfge AT TS Tt T wwE @ERE
L WANS & 5% M58 e | qEA—(iTTeE W R I
TGN AFTE GAENE GG A2 @95

e W & e Rl TER
| » & T T TS TIE
(e IFmEE e e

A AR, T AN €% YA A
i faea 2 | ST A A BeE +F

T B TG (AW POV ARG T ey e T o e
AT | A & G 94 AR A TR WS S TR o (8 (|
R I 9% i T el eie e sy b s of TE

e S <IN WA T RS

AL (T, > T T O 3 v
TG L T T AT | g

wafee 3F TwR TEE G5

WG F e SR (A0S Fe T fn a9
; - . e T AU T W SR
o1 Fofe 9femits <99 (e | | e s & b v A

TSI fafen 20+, TN TS € TH ONH R
' WIS T T 6 T (=% 9iE
TEEIGieE S 55 (TR (FH ¢ T
BreTe fifmm o) e OTS SRR
=3 Te Wy seE B IE
oTH (F Tae Bfeemm W O
T ot =ne TRIeTE

o o»e

Qi ERI)

| AO A A & (. wfeE (e T,
S 32 o frarsis 2rs Ae wbor ammiba
A ToeEy ARG ALTTEEE
g @A T s W e fo
T TR AR S T T W i S
AT UG ST ORI 6 A 15 T 57 |
fom Iy el om 38 o M
A I AT TS (RS (MeTE
frdieroits e e | CierRre e
C RS (T APAITE (A (1 SRR
— e A TR e | @ sy g et
mﬁﬁmm mm S BILEE (IR P e ot-7v e |
_ : _ R A5-2 ST  re wey 4 cn
ofeff 3 e e for wre ol wg | o
mmmﬁmaﬁmmW&ﬁmﬁg;ﬂ%ﬁwﬁ%wmx
- O (30) T () 8 ﬁ‘%‘&;ﬁ“ﬁw s e e A |

(@IS S T 2080 @ 8 TP 0800

RS

gD i ome o o e
P e ¢ o e o
SRTE T | :
aﬁ_mm.aﬁmﬁﬁg
T TR °F T I B
6 79 fiR CUpS EYE FE| 4 T
o HeE T (TR T
i +{ifEE T
wg?ﬁmewﬁmwfsmﬁ
B e e M 2 )
TS (0 (P B (R T
TR i, D AW SR (5
yE ©F &°d @ W PR Wi 9
271 TS TR wfeye <A ! &
T g (R (FH < cflewl T
gtep oFE SR W W

qrafee oW EECE OEE FE
e O s @ WA
e e BE S w6, Y
TR WY SRE (ST S T
o e TR B @ s (=
g wn ¢ wdw R ofiew
wiom ofehfy foms *& w0
T R e o

Roee ofefi) am ol -

%wmﬁﬁaww
o TS <P T G

st
(]

A

et 54 T 030

FEqAE YRR S
eI EPRIE NS e o1
M F GHIEFEE SFST
WET wAEA) o
g e AR @ o
5| wEs GeemE wee, o
IS & T9F TE (40F 63 GETa
e T@ @ spA T,
FEECTE O (A S W
NN YEPE T GAE W
A (LA AT AR AR (Y
WA W o mems e e
G (AN e i T
shale @ e fEeReE
wl o afm e A
oo areieR erew afiry
o | T3 (i s i I
fereReHl| e T9ET oF 5FS
B cEferar =fE @@ =)

AN | 59 G 2029 |



FACHFE Ao

AGE
4 SUNDAY, JU N

3 arrested over rape, murder
attempt on moving bus

Our Correspondent - The accused are Ananda_on Friday night when she Lalar the garment worker
Mymensingh Das, 19, resident of Kashi- was alone on the bus, the as- filed a case with the police
T R ganj area of Mymensingh's sistants tried to rape her and station.

ONE bus driver and two as- Trishal police station, Arif, pushedheroutofthemoving  Bhaluka model police
sistants were arrested in a 20, of Raimoni area of Trishal vehicle leaving her seriously station officer-in-charge Ka-

case of attempted rape and _and driver Rakib, 21, of Ku- injured. mal Hossain said that the
murder of a garment worker . marpara area of Dhanbari po- Local people rescued the accused confessed to their
oo a i in My- lice station in Tangail district. injured woman and took her guilt during a primary inter-
mensingh's Bhaluka upazila The victim claimed that to Bhaluka Upazila Health rogation and were sent to the
on Friday night. on her way home from work Complex. , court on Saturday.
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‘Pay up our dues’
Workers of closed RMG factory

go on strike
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DemandinngMmreinmmmtimﬁum the
Bangladesh Export Processing Zone Authority (Bepza),
wnﬂeemofﬁmeramitﬂeandApparels (Pvt) Ltd, a
factory at DhakaEé:meng?nﬂe,thasmm
yesterday in front of Jatiya Press Club.

The RMG factory in DEPZ shut down fifteen years ago.
However, the 1,400 workers who lost their employment
are yet to receive their compensation.

Workers complained that despite being promised their
due payments for the past 15 years, they have not received
anything. The factory was sold out by EPZ (Export
Processing Zone) since its owner, Alvin Di Lao, a Hong
Kong resident, stopped showing up to work in 2008.
However, the price at which the factory was sold has not
been made public.

Rashed Khan Menon, president of Workers Party of
Bangladesh, who joined the strike, said, “The carelessness
of Bepza and DEPZ demonstrates their utter disregard
for workers. The workers must receive their share of the

" participated in the strike.

proceeds since Bepza and DEPZ sold the property, factory
building, and equipment.”

Amirul Haque Amin, president of National Garments
Workers Federation, said Bepza must take responsibility
and pay the compensation. About 200 workers
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