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THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS Sunday + March 1, 2026

tndustrial workers' wages, salaries
to be paid before Eid: Minister

statement was wrongly

on Saturday afternoon.

the government was

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SYLHET, Feb 28: Minister for
Textiles and Jute and
industries Khandaker Abdul
Muktadir said that the
outstanding wages and
salaries of industrial
workers would be paid
before Eid.
He also said that taxes
would not be increasedin
the private sector.
In response to a question
from journalists on Saturday
ng a comment by the
Finance Minister on
increasing taxes, the
Commerce Minister said the
Finance Minister's

reported in the media.

The tax-GDP ratio in
Bangladesh is very low. It is
much higher inall .
neighbouring countries.

The minister pointed out
that a letter had been sent to
the European Union asan
advance preparation for a
free trade agreement to face
the challenges after the LDC.
Initiatives for free trade
agreements with Australia,
Canada and the UK will be
taken step by step.

He was talking to reporteérs
after exchanging views with
administration officials at
the Circuit House in Sylhet

At the same time, Minister
for Expatriates' Welfare,
Labour and Employment
Ariful Haque Chowdhury
said that the government
was working to open various
closed labour markets
outside the country. The
benefits will be seen within
the next month. The
government is working to
ensure that passports and
police clearances of
Bangladeshis hoping to
immigrate to Spain reach
them on time.

Besides, Water Resources
Minister Shahid Uddin
Chowdhury Annie said that

working on dredging rivers
and canals and building haor

_ protection embankments

ahead of the next monsoon
season. No corruption would
be allowed in this work. "We
are working with zero
tolerance. Making the
country corruption-freeisa
tough challenge for the
government.”
After the exchange of views,
the commerce minister and
the water resources minister
inspected the erosion-hit
Surma and Chengerkhal
rivers in Mogalgaon area of
Sylhet Sadar upazia.
forsylhet@gmail com
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

A two-month fishing ban in five hilsa
sanctuaries will take effect from
midnight tonight, aiming to boost
production and protect jatka, young
hilsa less than 10 inches.

fishing families in Barishal

division will receive 40kg of
rice per monih from February to May,
amounting to a total of 160kg per family.
Barishal District Fisheries Officer
Sanjib Sanyamat said 44,736 fishers in
- | the district will receive 7,157 tonnes of
+| VGF rice. "In the district, 83 kilometres
of river in Sadar and Mehendiganj
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Two-month ban on e sficw o
hilsa lishing starts
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Creating jobs and

driving growth-
where should the

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

focus be?

Despite notable improvements in foreign investment have declined sharply over
macroeconomic indicators in recent years, the past two years. Registered domestic
Bangladesh now faces an urgent challenge: investment fell by 58 percent in the 2024-2025
creating sufficient jobs and stimulating economic figcal year compared to the previous year, while
growth. The slowdown in new investment, fmeign direct investment showed a similar
combined with the closure of existing factories, 4ownward trend. At the same time, factories

has left many workers unemployed and closed. For example, more than 350 BGMEA
weakened industrial momentum. At the same memigér garment factories closed between 2024

time, gross domestic product (GDP) growth has aind jate 2025, particularlvin Savar, Gazipur, and
declined significantly. Provisional estimates for  Narayanganj, leaving nearly 120,000 workers

FY25 suggest growth between 3.49 percentand  ynemployed.
3.97 percent, marking the lowest rate sincethe  pespite the restoration of fiscal discipline, non-
pandemic and continuing a three-year downward performingloans in Bangladesh have reached
trend. This signals not merely a temporary alarming levels, with actual bad loans estimated
fluctuation, but a deeper structural concern. at35 percent of total lending.Corruption, weak
In this context, the government must confronta governance, poor maonitoring, and political
+| critical strategic choice. One option is to replicate influence are widely cited causes. However,

past growth models that delivered short-term structural economic factors also deserve
expansion but created long-term vulnerabilities, attention. Declining labour-based local value
incliding financial fragility, inefficient capital '
allocation, and weak industrial competitiveness. input costs are eroding profitability, making it
While such measures may produce immediate increasingly difficult for firms to repay loans
statistical improvements, they risk undermining sustainably.
future stability and growth, g

is to diagnose and address the root causes of

declining investment and factory closures. These despite improving financial indicators and

may include governance weaknesses, financial  restored stability? The answer likely lies beyond
sector inefficiencies, policy uncertainty, macroeconomic recovery, pointing toward
inappropriate strategy and inadequate support  deeper structural barriers affecting local value
for productivity-enhancing innovation through  addition, profitability, and long-term industrial
local value addition. By focusingon structural  gystainability.

reforms that improve investor confidence, Among the reasons behind widespread factory
strengthen institutions, and enhance closures in Bangladesh, rising production costs
competitiveness, Bangladesh can create durable energy prices, and raw material expenses are
employment opportunities and achieve resilient, frequently cited. Yet a deeper, more ctrittural
!I_::ng;;::; e;cr:;ﬁ:"g';isl::mh gl i issue has emerged: a significant decline in
According to media reports, although foreign l;%ﬂ;:::ﬁ:;il:: : mdd:tﬂlon;? mh.mm.:: s
currency reserves have recovered and panic in the manufacturing expansion, employment in
financial sector h:?s eased, private |!1vestment in productive sector has fallen by 1.4 million. This
Bangladesh remains subdued. Foreign exchange suggests that factors beyond financial distress,
reserves, which fell sharply from S48 billionin | "¢ o jers tabour unrest, or political changes
2021 to $25.90 billion in August 2024, are driving the problem.

rebounded to $34.3 billion by February 2026. The The readymade garment (RMG) industry, which
exchange rate also stifbiiised ataround Tk 123 per forms the backbone of Bangladesh's exports,
US doliaratterdepraciating nearty A0 percant exemplifies this erosion of value addition and

over the previous three years. Meanwhile, the Y gk
balance of payments returned toasurplusof <O Pe et In2013,producingand .
exporting $1million worth of garments require

0.76 billion in February 2026, a notable
: ¢ | 220 workers. By 2024, the same output needed

improvement from the $4.3 billion deficit d
recorded in August 2024, These trends suggest only 94 warkers, largely due to a}:tnmation an
adoption of advanced technologies. While

visible progress in restoring macroeconomic 3
stabilitl;. i 2 technology can boost efficiency, Bangladesh's

Despite these improvements, both domestic and technology-import-centric Iuwt_lfs_?:_ I_abour
; |

58!

T en e ¢

model is undermining its core competitive
advantage: labour-driven value creation in
replication. Imported technologies are effectively
replacing the very workforce that has historically
powered the country's manufacturing success,

if this trend continues unchecked, relying on past
approaches to revive investment and create jobs-
without addressing declining labour value-may
fail. Bangladesh faces a critical choice: either
restructure its industrial strategy to substitute
labour-driven competitiveness or risk repeating
cycles of growth followed by jobless
industrialisation.

Declining labour-based value addition has
pushed many industries in Bangladesh into
unprofitable territory. In electronics assembly,
for example, labour contributes just 2 percent of
production cost, while in furniture making it
accounts for only 6 percent. With firms still
obliged to repay loans and other dues, generating
profits becomes increasingly difficult. Combined
with rising input costs, these structural
challenges make natural closures inevitable for

|addition, increasing technology import and rising existing firms. Under such conditions, expecting

new investment to flourish is unrealistic.
Sustainable industrial growth requires addressing
the erosion of local value addition and restoring

. : These alarming developments raise fundamental the economic viability of labor-driven
The alternative-and more sustainable-approach questions. Why has investment failed torespond Production.

positivelyand non-performing loans skyrocketed 't appears that Ba ngladesh's technology-

import-centric,labour-based value addition
through replication has lost its ability to generate
profitable industrial growth, whether for
domestic consumption or export markets.
Despite this, there |s little evidence that the issue
is being addressed ata structural level. Instead,
reports indicate that defaulted loans of closed
factories are being rescheduled, with fresh loans
offered to resume production, While such
measures may temporarily create jobs and
support economic activity, they raise serious
questions about long-term viability. Can firms
with low labour-based value addition truly
achieve profitability and repay their loans? If the
underlying value addition is insufficient and
production costs remain high, how can oversight
ensure profitable operations and loan recovery?
Policymakers must consider this core challenge
to determine where investment and job-creation
efforts should focus. Without addressing the
structural limitations of labour-based value
addition, temporary interventions risk
perpetuating cycles of upprofitable industrial
activity and increasing non-performing loans.

M. Rokonuzzaman, Ph.D is academic, and
researcher on technology, innovation and policy.
Zaman.rokon.bd@gmail.com
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Disregard for women'’s rights
continues: discustion
CPB observes Int1 Women'’s Day

Moloy Saha Lawyer Sara Hossain said
at the programme that after
POLITICIANS, academics July uprising victory on Au-

and professionals on Satur-
day at a seminar in Dhaka
said that despite victory was
attained in the July upris-
ing in 2024, discriminations
against women in society re-
mained as rampant as ever.
The Dhaka city south
unit of the Communist Party
of T

the seminar at the National
Press Club to mark Interna-
tional Women’s Day being Sara Hossain

gust 5 in 2024, the nation
expected a country free of
discriminations, but their
expectations went entirely
disregarded, when women
experienced  discrimina-
tions even at a greater level
during the 18-month rule of

women rights organisations

in the country to continue
their movement for estab-
lishing women’s rights in
society.

Dhaka University teacher
Dipti Datta read out the key-
note paper that focused on
women protesters’ promi-
nent role in the July upris-
ing, which was ignored lat-
er, the paper observed,

Joly Talukder criticised
political parties for nomi-
native few women as

' Jatiya Sangsad election held

on February 12,

that merely 86 women got
nominations among total
1981 candidates.

member also stressed th
women's rights movement
must go on with even greater
force, particularly in the face
of the recent rise in repres-

sion of and violence against
women.
Physician Akthter

Banu, politicians Kulsum
Begum, Lucky Akhter,
Mamata Chakraborty and
Mahmuda Dipa also spoke
at the seminar, -

observed
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Workplaces to
Himalayas, women
keep facing barriers

Say speakers at event organised by
Prothom Alo at Chhayanaut

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women in Bangladesh continue to face an “extra
mile” of institutional resistance despite proving
their abilities in fields ranging from journalism
and forensic medicine to sports and politics,
speakers said at an event yesterday.

Marking International Women’s Day
2026, the event — organised by Prothom Alo
and supported by City Alo — was held at the
Chhayanaut Auditorium in the capital.

At the event, speakers highlighted the
administrative and social barriers that still
hinder women's progress in Bangladesh,

Dr Mumtaz Ara, associate professor of forensic
medicine at Dhaka Medical College, pointed to
the critical shortage of female forensic experts.

Having conducted more than 1,000 autopsies,
she said the lack of female doctors in medico-
legal examinations, particularly in rape cases,
directly obstructs the judicial process,

“When conducting examinations, for rape
victims, female doctors are requi There is
even a High Court order regarding this. Yet the
number of female physicians specialising in this
field remains very low,” she said,

Dr Ara said increasing female participation in
lorensic medicine could significantly speed up
the judicial process,

Responding to a question about pressure to
alter reports in sensitive cases, she said, “You

We are still asked*how
five women can travel_
to the Himalayas
‘alone’. Since we do
not have a male companion
with us, society assumes we
are alone.

Yasmin Lisa
Member of an expedition of
team comprising five women

have to conquer both greed and fear. If you can
overcome these two things, you can survive, I do
not know what destiny holds next, but I remain
steadfase.”

Zyma Islam, senior reporter at The Daily Star,
reflected on her 14-year career in investigative
journalism, where women remain under-
represented.

“Throughout this entire time, I held on to my
position by gricting my teeth,” she said. “T did this
because [ knew that if T left, my place would likely
be filled by ten men standing in line, and there
might not be a single woman to replace me.”

She said newsroom diversity is essential for
comprehensive and inclusive storytelling,

ARt BT YA

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2026

Ensure greater
participation of
women in JS

Demand rights activists
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

.........................................................................................................

Women's rights activists yesterday expressed concern

over the low participation of women in the recent
parliamentary election, saying political parties
nominated very few female candidates and only a|
small number won in direct contests. i

They made the remarks at a programme organised |
by the International Women’s Day Committee
at Manik Mia Avenue, titled “I'he 13th National
Parliament Election: Women's Representation in
Parliament -- Reality and Expectations”,

Tamanna Khan Popi, coordinator of the protest and
a member of Naripokkho, said women’s pa rticipation
in direct parliamentary seats had generally increased
over the years, with a few exceptions. However,
the latest election saw a significant drop in both
nominations and victories for women, she added.

myg’ ey ayp

Organisers said women received only a small share
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FROM PAGE 3

of party nominations in
the recent polls, and just
over eight percent of them
managed to win,

Lila Arifa Khanom, a
women's rights activist,
said the election had
raised hopes of restoring
democratic practices in
the country and increasing
women's participation in
politics,

“However, the Women's
Reform Commission’s
recommendation that
political parties allocate
at least 50 percent of
nominations to women and
the women's movement's
demand for a minimum of
33 percent, were not met,"
she said.

On average,
received only 3.98 percent
of nominations, she said,
adding that Jamaat-e-
Islami did not nominate
any female candidates.

The activists reiterated
their demand for filling
reserved seatsin parliament
through direct elections
- .| instead of nominations by

They also called for
greater participation of
women in parliamentary
am‘ﬁties and leadership

transparent
gmdelmcs for nominating
candidates to reserved
seals, and stronger action
against violence against
women.

The programme was
supported by Women with
Disabiliies  Development
Foundation, Karmojibi
Nari, Shakti Foundation,
ActionAid Bangladesh,
Brotee, Breaking theSilence,
Gonoshasthaya Kendra,
BRAC, CARE Bangladesh,

Save the Children, BLAST,
Disable Child Foundation,

\arqx:nkkho and several

womern.

Ensure greater

Workplaces to Himalayas

FROM PAGE 3

The programme
celebrated a unique
Himalayan expedition
inspired by Begum Rokeya's
“Sultana’s Dream,” which
was inscribed in UNESCO's
Memory of the World
register in 2024.

A team of fivé women
trekked through the
Himalayas to mark the
achievement. Representing
the team, Yasmin Lisa
spoke about the social
stigma surrounding female
aulonomy.

“We are still asked how
five women can travel o
the Himalayas ‘alone’," she
said, “Because we do not
have a male companjon
with us, society mumes we
are alone.”

She also dcscnbed the
physical hardships of the
trek, recalling that the
team once went 12 hours
without water after failing
to melt ice in the extreme

also

cold.
Sharmin Farhana
Chowdhury, former athlete

and founder of Sports for
Hope and Independence
(SHI), spoke about
administrative challenges
faced by young athletes.
Although her * team
recently won three gold
medals and one bronze
in an international
competition, she said
obtaining travel documents
remains a major obstacle,

“Obtaining travel
documents for
underprivileged and

differently abled children
is an ordeal. It sometimes
feels as if the authorities
are reluctant to issue
them,” she said, urging the
government to prioritise
such cases so athletes
can represent Bangladesh
internationally.

The political segment,
moderated by Prothom Alo
Editor and Publisher Matiur
Rahman, featured women

who contested the 13th
National Parliamentary
Election.

Matiur Rahman praised
their courage in navigating
unequal power structures
and said the newspaper

would continue to
highlight their experiences.
Dr Manisha

Chakraborty, a candidate
from the Democratic
Left Alliance, said the
22486 votes she received
represent a “new political
current”,

“Someétimes losing can
mark the beginning of
a new journey towards
victory, We are striving (o
build a society based on
equality rather than power-
centric politics,” she said.

Nabila Tasnid, an
engineer who contested
the Dhamrai constituency,
deseribed the intimidation
she faced at polling stations.

Comparing her
determination to the
“violinist on the Titanic”
who played until the end,
she said, "I may have lost
the count, but when people
in Dhamrai told me, “You
are the MP of our hearts,
[ knew 1 had won the battle
that truly matters.”

Mahia Juned, additional
managing director of City
Bank, spoke about the
bank’s efforts to promote

financial  literacy and
economic  opportunities
for women.

She said City Bank is
the first institution in
Bangladesh to receive
EDGE Certification, an
international standard for
gender equality.

Juned also mentioned a
pilot project with UNFPA in
which 120 underprivileged
girls were trained in
pharmacy and later
recruited.

“True change is possible
through empathy and by
creating opportunities

for one another in the

workplace,” she said.
The event was attended
several  prominent
figures, including Tamara
Hasan Abed, chairperson
of the board of (rustees
of BRAC University, and
Rupali Haque Chowdhury,

chairperson of the
Prothom Alo Trust.
Political leaders who

shared their experiences
included Barrister Rumeen
Farhana, newly elected
MP for Brahmanbaria 2;
Taslima Akhter, candidate
for Dhaka-12 and president
of Bangladesh Garment
Sramik Sanghati; and
former upazila chairman
Sabira Sultana, candidate
for Jashore-2,
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INT’L WOMEN’S DAY

MONDAY MARCHQ 2026

End to discriminations,
violence demanded

Staff Correspondent

INTERNATIONAL Wom-
en's Day was celebrated
on Sunday in Bangladesh
as elsewhere in the world
with calls for ending dis-
crimination and violence
against women, and creal-
ing an inclusive, sustain-

able and gender-equal
world: g
Differents government

and non-governmental or-
ganisations, political par-
ties and rights bodies ob-
served the day across the
country with programmes,
including processions, ral-
lies and discussions umn-
der this year's theme of

the day ‘Rights, justice,
action for all women and
girls’.

As part of this vaax 's In-
ternational Women's Day
observances, the govern-
ment honoured  former
prime minister and late
Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty chairperson Khaleda Zia
with the ‘The Best Indomi-
table Woman in Advancing
Democracy’ award.

President Mohammed
Shahabuddin handed over
the award tc Barrister
Zaima Rahman, the only
daughter of current prime
minister and ruling BNP
chairman Tarique Rahman
at a ceremony held at Osm-
ani Smrity Auditorium in
the capital.

The Ministry Of Women
And Children Affairs, that
honoured the late leader,
also presented awards to
five other individuals in
five different categories
for their resilience and
achievements.

To mark the day, foreign
affairs state minister Sha-
ma Obaed Islam hosted an
Iftar event at the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka,
attended mainly by wom-
en, including diplomats,
politicians, officials, civil

=20 |

society leaders and other

, distinguished guests from

diverse sectors.

At the programme, she
reiterated the government's
commitment to addressing
violence against women
and girls with strengthened
measures. .

To mark the day on
Sunday, Samajik Proti-
rodh Committee, a coali-
tion of 67 women rights,
human rights and devel-
opment organisations or-
ganised a rally, cultural
event,
Central Shaheed Minar in
Dhaka city.

Speakers at the rally
urged the government to
take effective measures to

-gnsure women's safety by

bringing those responsible
for recent incidents of vio-
lence against women under
the law.

Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad  president Fau-
zia Moslem said that vio-
lence against women was
the biggest obstacle to the
establishment of wom-
en's dignity and justice
for them.

She called for forming
a ftask force urgently to
eliminate violence against
women.

‘Women's  representa-
tion in political parties
must not remain limited to
4 per cent or 10 per cent,
it has to be at least 33 per
cent in every political par-
ty to accelerate women's
political empowerment,’
Fauzia stated.

Adivasi Nari Network
member Monira Tripura
said that national minor-
ity women were victims of
many kinds of discrimina-
tions that prevented them
from getting justice.

She demanded ethnic
minority women's unhin-
dered access to education,
healthcare, land rights, and
economic empowerment

and gathering at -

which would help their
‘mainstreaming’

Dalit Nari Forum leader
Tamanna Baraik alleged
that Dalit people’s occu-
pations were still looked
down wupon in society,
and women belonging to
this community contin-
ued to toil without any
recognition.

Worker Rehana Akhter
said that women contin-
ued to be deprived from
their rights despite their
undeniable role in nation
building.

‘As a working woman,
I am still fighting for my
rights,’ she said. .

Rehana further demand-
ed equal rights for women
in property and six months
of maternity leave instead
of four for female workers
in the private sector.

Samajtantrik Mahila Fo-
rum on the day organsied a

“rally in front of the Nation-

al Press Club in the capital,
demanding equal rights,
justice for all the incidents
of violence against women
and children, and equal.
pay for women.

Bangladesh Legal Aid
and Services Trust organ-
ised a human chain in front
of the Bangladesh Supreme
Court main gate, demand-
ing protection, security
and justice for victims of
all forms of sexual and gen-
der-based violence against
women and children, in-
cluding rape

Bangladesh Narimukti
Kendra held a rally in front
of the National Press Club,
demanding exemplary
punishment for perpetra,
tors involved in violence
against girls and women.

Bangladesh Chhatra
Union held a rally against.
continued violence against
women and girls across
the country in front of'
Raju Memorial at Dhaka
University.
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MOSTAFA SHABUJ and

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

Every day, life starts for Nurnahar
Begum before sunrise in Rajosh
village of Gobindaganj upazila in
Gaibandha.

spends long hours threshing crops
at farmers’ homes and working in
nearby fields during the harvest
Season. i
Yet, despite doing the same work
as men, she earns barely half their
wages.
“We get half the wages of men for
the same work,” said the 38 year
old labourer.
Women workers typically earn
Tk 8000 to Tk 9,000 a month,
* |while male labourers receive Tk

20,000 to Tk 22,000, she added.

£ Her experience is far from
unique. Thousands of women farm
labourers across the region face the
same disparity.
On March 2, Rosina Kisku, 25,
and Dipali Kisku, 20 — two Santal
women -- were seen planting paddy
seedlings in Rajabirat village of
Gobindaganj.
Their work involved lifting
bundles of seedlings and
transplanting them across
waterlogged fields. For this labour-
intensive job, women earn Tk 500 a
day, while men receive Tk 700.
“It feels painful to receive less for
the same work," Dipali said. “But if
we demand equal pay, we may lose

our johs.”
Despite the wage disparity,
women's participation in

agriculture has grown significantly
over the past decade, largely driven
by economic necessity and the
migration of men to non-farm jobs.
According to the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS), women'’s
labour force participation increased
from 24 percent in 2000 36
t in 2010, peaking at 428
percent in 2022 before falling to

38.40 percent in 2024.
A report by the interim
government’s Women's Affairs

Reform Commission says much
of the increase in women's
employment over the past decade
has come from agriculture.

Citing BBS data, the report
notes that women's participation
in agriculture rose sharply from 46

Alongside household chores, she .
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Same fields, same
never the same pay

Despite rising participation in agriculture, rural women
remain caught in a cycle of

percent in 2000 to 78
percent in 2022 before
falling to 56 percent in
2024,

Currently, around 3.08
crore people are engaged
in agricultural activities
including  fisheries,
livestock, and forestry —
with women accounting
for 1.72 crore, of the
workforce. '

Fven as women lake
on a larger share of farm
work, the  persistent
wage gap continues (o
undermine theireconomic
empowerment and
influence in household
decision-making. |

Since February, potato
harvesting has been in full
swing across the northern
districts.

Visits to  Bogura,
Joypurhat,and Gaibandha
found thousands  of
women working alongside
men in the fields. Yet the
wage gap remains stark.

Female labourers earn
Tk 300 to Tk 350 a day
for harvesting potatoes,
compared to Tk 700-Tk
800 for men.

Male farmers often
justify the disparity by
arguing that men work
longer hours or perform
heavier tasks.

Abdul Hamid, 42, a
farmer from Rajosh village
who hired 15 women and
10 men for harvesting,
said, “During Ramadan,
women leave by 3:30pm
for household chores,
while men work from
7:00am until evening.”

For women labourers,
however, the pay gap feels
deeply unfair.

Data from
Gaibandha

the
District

unequal wages

Statistics Office show
there are 68,345 female
labourers in the district,
of whom 63,952 work in
agriculture. The average
daily wage for women is
Tk 350, compared to Tk
500 for men.

in Bogura, 156,876
women are employed in
agriculture, earning Tk
400 a day, while men earn
Tk 600.

The BBS Labour
Force Survey 2024 also
highlights the disparity:
rural women working in
agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry earn an average
monthly income of Tk
8,301, compared with Tk
12,354 for men.

Rikiu Prasad, general

secretary of the Gaibandha
branch .of Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad, said

while women in formal
offices may receive equal
pay, rural women often
work twice as hard for half
the wages.

The relatively low cost
of female labour is one
reason for the increase in
women's participation in
agriculture, she added.

“Equal status and
wages cannot be ensured
without a broader social
movement involving all
organisations, not just
women’s rights groups,”
she said.

In Bogura's rice and
major  husking  mills,
marny women work
alongside men drying and
boiling paddy, but still
earn significantly less.

Helena Begum, 45, who
works at a rice mill in
Adamdighi upazila, said
she earns Tk 200 a day
plus a few kilogrammes of
broken rice.

labour,

In contrast, Rashidul
Islam, a male worker at
another mill, said he earns
Tk 1,000 a day during
peak season and Tk 500
in the off-season.

Layek Ali, president
of Bangladesh Auto
and Major Husking Mill
Owners Association, said
the number of women
working in husking mills
has fallen from around
2,00,000-2,50,000
in the past to 20,000-
25,000 due to the rise of
automated rice mills.

On wage
discrimination, + he said
women are often hired
on a contractual basis,
and the absence of a

‘fixed minimum daily

wage allows disparities L0
persist.

“If a daily: wage is
officially declared, the gap
between men and women
will narrow,” he said.

Sharmind Neelormi, a
professor of economics at
Jahangirnagar University,
said, “Men's participation
in agriculture has been
declining over the vears,
and although women’s
overall participation in
the sector has also fallen

slightly, the trend s
different for the 15-29 age
group.”

“For women in this
age band, participation
has acrually increased.”
She said the trend raises
concerns about the
quality of jobs young
women are entering.

“This age group is
crucial for a country
seeking to benefit from
its dernographic dividend.
But if young women
continue 0 move into
low-remunerative,  low-
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skill jobs, the question
is, where will the
demographic  dividend
come from?” she said.

Neelormi added that
the wage gap between
men, and women in
agriculture has narrowed
somewhat in recent years,
partly due to increasing
mechanisation.

“When machines such
as threshers are used,
the operator -- whether
male or female -- tends
to receive similar pay. As
manual labour declines
with the adoption of
technology, the wage gap
gradually narrows,” she
said.

“However, unskilled
labour remains dominant
in the sector, which is
why the wage gap has not
disappeared entirely,” she
said.

She also cautioned
that mechanisation could
introduce new inequalities.

“Women generally have
less capacity to invest in
technology, which means
their share in ownership
of such assets is likely to
-| remain lower,” she added.

In a study, Prof Sadika
Hague of agricultural
economics at Bangladesh
Agricultural  University
said the increased share of
women in the labour force
does not necessarily mean
gender equality or real
empowerment. - 5

Although women have
legal land rights, they
often cannot exercise
control over property due
to prevailing social norms
and attitudes, she said.

“It is necessary to
ensurée Women's access
to and = control over
resources,” she added.

Same fields, same labour,
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Im SHARMILA KHAN

| Women across the world begin their
| labour way before the formal workday
starts, ing countless tasks
that sustain both national economies
and private households. They engage
in paid and unpaid work, from
agricultural production and small-
scale trade to caregiving. Despite
these, much of women's work remains
invisible, undervalued, and entirely
excluded from formal recognition.
Women are often underrepresented in
ownership rights, financial resources,
policy-making spaces, and leadership
positions that shape the economic

This persistent gap highlights
how historically —male-dominated
structures continue o influence
economic governance, constraining
women's equal recognition, authority,
and equitable access to opportunities
and resources. In this piece, [ discuss
a specific sector, namely ocean.
governance, where Women's Tabour falls
through the cracks.

In Bangladesh, women dominate the
pre- and post-harvest sectors, including
drying fish, processing, marketing,
aquaculture, and, increasingly,
seaweed cultivation. Despite their
significant labour, they frequently lack
recognition in fisheries regulations
and miss out on subsidies as well as
cash assistance provided to “registered
fishers” during fishing bans. They also
! face occupational hazards in unsafe
drying yards and processing sheds and
are absent from co-management bodies
that determine fisheries rules in Marine
Protected Areas.

It is unfortunate that their voice is
not represented in governance, and
this has undermined gender justice and
sustainability because women’s silent
contributions get subsumed as informal
labour. In contrast, the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) include
SDG 14, which proposes a sustainable
use of the marine life, and SDG 5,
which requires equal involvement of all
genders. There is no way to achieve one

without the other.

Furthermore, Bangladesh
has obligations and good faith
commitments o incorporate
gender in ocean management under
various international - instruments.
For instance, the FAO Small-Scale
Fisheries Guidelines 2014 urge states
to acknowledge women in value chains
and engage them in decision-making
arrangements.  Moreover, fisheries
technigdes that are socially responsible
are promoted in the FAQ Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and
Post-Harvest Practices and Trade 1995,
where post-harvest activities take the
centre stage and women are mostly

Sis;g::i%rly. the ILO Convention No
190 of 2019 is concerned with violence
and harassment in the workplace,
which is applicable to women working
in these sectors as well. Similarly, the
Convention on the Elimination of

< all forms of Discrimination against

Women 1979 acknowledges the right
of rural women to access resources
and participatory development, and its

General Recommendations iterate state

obligations to realise gender responsive
governance. Similarly, the Sendai
Framework Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015-2030) focuses on inclusive
policies for disaster preparedness,
which is crucial for coastal workforce,
particularly women.

Unfortunately, in our law, the legal
definition of fishing is narrow, and
it leaves out women involved in the
important aspects of the value chain
like fish processing, aquaculture and
post-harvest activities, thus depriving
them of identification, subsidies,
and other social support programs.
Moreover, representation gaps are also
crucial, and women do not have an
opportunity to engage effectively in
fisheries co-management councils and
other decision-making bodies due to a
lack of mandatory quotas. The gender-
specific prism is also missing even in the
occupational standards of the sector, as
the requirements of personal protective
equipment (PPE), toilets, and even a
childcare space are seldom provided,

! exposing women to hazardous and

unfair working
challenges _ are

conditions. The

compounded by —

women'’s
un the

fnancial exclusion, in which women
still experience limited access to credit,
insurance, and collateral free loans,
and are not able to invest and expand
their marine based livelihoods.

To empower Women in fisheries,
we need a holistic approach at the
policy-legal level recognising women
across all levels of marine governance
and coastal development. First, the
definition of ‘fishing” under the Marine
Fisheries Act needs to be extended 1o
explicitly recognise women across the
value chain, ie, catching, processing
and marketing, and in aquaculture.
This will potentially qualify them to
receive formal identification, subsidies,
and compensation in the event of a
fishing ban or natural calamity. In
addition, institutional representation
should be ensured to make sure women
are mandatorily represented in the
fisheries co-management councils and
different decision-making committees.
Also, the Delta Plan and National
Adaptation Plan should be made
gender-responsive L0 facilitate women-
managed coastal livelihoods, including
seaweed and shellfish agquaculture,

eco-tourism, and mangrove-based
enterprises. Furthermore, our labour
standards require urgent convergence
with the global norms; hence, fisheries
labour regulations need to be aligned
with the ILO Convention 188 to ensure
the written contracts, occupational
safety and health standards, the use
of personal protective equipment,
access to sanitation provisions, etc.
In order to further guarantee a safe
working environment, protocols on ILO
Convention 190 against harassment
should.. be - enforced stringently on
landing sites, fish markets, as-well as
processing sheds.

The blue ¢conomy discourse in
Bangladesh often revolves around
industrial fishing, shipping and offshore
energy. But it is equally important that
the invisible hand of women in fish
drying yards, shrimp-processing plants,
and seaweed farming is recognised.
This is the bare minimum they deserve
for the immense contribution they
Itla.ke‘ -

The writer is apprentice lawyer at the
Dhaka judge court.

- 3

~




i.»

o <lg

2 | 9 FEH "5\.-

Wwﬁr@ﬁﬁm

Torers oiferaws o

e awifrs vere ©iole M | pEle
doe-2s WdwEe Avm w16 WA
) e A £ B A 1 1 47
©.99 S | AR (U GFFR T
4% e (S o 9vfd =w Tmme 5
THE ¢bo (@0 AT 9T 9 T
TETres i SR .8y WM | T
FATSLE TS TS 5, SIS
e qwile T qEE TEEE g
(2719 e 7Emm o (WrF 4 5F
SIS (0% |

Efoifaa afesieuim S, Qe
=fE ornE qWET SRBE IE Y
writmE A (3E9) | @A
Wy IR (eerEre aeif ERme
aGF TEE by 1 TEE o, W
=G = IRiEa Bh.3b =Sl | O
GE qEE ANE ¢ ASErE W q™iA
FOME | SLMENYE FEED 9F qGiE
w51 fafis o mem a2 (e e
FANATE 10T AT O[S *(E0E I
WA e FeHE GiEw

B 5 A S e 9.99%

B N R 2280 IS ¢.85%

® TR qEEe ae9if|
IR

B T7q FEE ¢ W"Tm

I T=EE =i, @ @ FelEE wy.eo
I | SE GE GRS FNE] ASA (7Ll
(oITE; WO qEEE TEAE 491 .98
=wie Sl | Reggsa e, T v
T4 @ IS w0 gSaAG (SrEe
W[H F WS (AT W D
FATE |

TR SFECTE GR T T
i TTE vq @1 S¢ Y SHEEE, T
ST TeEE geAE o.0b St &P
G2 HAE GEIANG Tef T

AT e guiia WS qEen @I wegs, qranA o9fe wmare s.an

qEE ASTE | vATS EdEEEE G- <o | T i 9ene, I e

r@mﬁmmﬁww‘rﬁ‘ Vﬁojﬁ TEAES [EfoTe BiEw W egie
N £

s ow wEdl, G Q@ A4-
Tnfeamm aEneg F9F EmWE 898
e ToEa, =1 e FEE 2 sv.88
oI | T G A eI b8
oo FOAE | IS, Tﬂﬁﬁﬂm ®ES
G2, TYFTETE FHFIG AN WEE F
TGIE AT AT ST 40 4IRaT T4
EEg |
“effelee @reEre ol T, 1@ eirs
T o S4E eeE et e @
TrTE | FBeTE 2 IV FAE S e u
=E12, HE S8 (AE a1 Fre
3.9% #@ee | afee Tou wWieE awE
QAR (AT gum s
e eFgas SanF (@ 5TE |
g 2T Rieazgs e ARvee
AfEeima wam a, (A adiEfee
+fafEfe & fim wofes wm o3 757
ArElg AR ST eeE )
1 T R o T CICIE
AErT “E | GFE 5% “0F (Ao 3,
Teoe Wl BaiA G998 (BFHE BeAMH
TEE &9 (Ea TWe sEEtes qmE
HEJ"ITLHE"H Tofi et Feroea efemiser

THURSDAY. MARCH 13 2026

Apparel exports to major

Staff Correspondent

THE country’s mad}rmal:le
garment exports to major
global destinations main-
tained a downward trend
in the July-February period
of the current financial year
2025-26 due to weak global
demand and local challeng-
as,

According to detailed
couniry-wise export data
from the Export Promotion
Bureau, Bangladesh exporl-
ed RMG items worth §25.8
billion in the July-February
period of FY26, marking a
3.73 per cent decline from
that of $26.80 billion earned

destinations fall in ]uly—Feb

Wornen workers sew clothes at a readymade garment factory in
Dhaka recently.

—Md Saurav

create volatility in the global
economy, which would have
a direct impact on purchase
orders,’ he added.

He also said that the busi-
nesses that orders
would have increased after
the national election, but,
unfortunately, orders started
declining due to the war, as
some buyers had announced
to slow down recently.

During the first eight
months of FY26, knitwear

rts declined by 4.56 per
cent to $13.69 billion, while
waven exports fell
by 2.79 per cent to $12.1 bil-
lion.

In the period, the down-

in the same period of FY25.
In February 2026, export
ings from RMG stood at
$2.81 billion — a deep 13.21
per cent decling from those

However, they expressed
further worries following

the conflict-in the Middle
East, which could negatively
impact the global economy

of $3.24 billion in February again

2025, maintaining a nega-
tive growth for the seventh
straight month.

Exporters said that ship-
ments had continued fto
decline due to weak global
demand, fewer buyer inguir-
ies and intense competition,
particularly on European
markets.

Regarding export de-
cline, Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear =~ Manufacturers
and ers Association,
said that exports declined by
12 per cent, despite earlier
projections anticipating a
sharper fall.

“We have already secured

orders for the ‘next three
months, but there are no
projections for growth dur-
ing this period,’ he added.
He also expressed con-
cern over the ongoing Mid-
dle East crisis, warning that
if the US-Israel-Iran conflict
prolonged, it would signifi-
cantly affect the country’s

exports.

“We witnessed the global
economic turmoil during
the Covid-19 pandemic and
the Russia-Ukraine war. En-
tering a new war might again

turn was more pronounced
in the United States, Euro-
pean Union, non-traditional
markets and other destina-
tions, although shipments
to the United Kingdom and
Canada narrowly avoided

" negative growth.

During July-February of
FY26, Bangladeshi export-
ers recorded a 5.49 per cent
decline in shipments to the
EU — the largest destination
for Bangladesh's apparel ex-
poris — to $12.69 hillion,

o2 |
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National traceability 1ty strategy to be
set up to ease EU markets access

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka
BANGLADESH is moving
du:isivaly to fortify its mul-
ti-billion dollar export trade
against h,ghlemn% European
regulations, initiating the
development of a compre-
hensive ‘National Traceahil-
ity Strategy'.

At the first meeting of
the ~ Policy Coordination
Unit held on Thursday at
the Ministry of Commerce,
senior officials and trade
leaders emphasised that es-
tablishing a strategic road-
map is now a matter of na-
tional economic security to
meet the European Union's
Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products Regulation, said a
press release on Friday.

The session, chaired by

Md Abdur Rahim Khan,
additional secretary [Ex-
port), focused on a Gap
Analysis and Needs Assess-
ment conducted by Busi-
ness Initiative Leading De-
velopment in collaboration
with the Ministry of Com-
merce and the Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit GmbH un-
der the STILE-HI Project.
' Wasel Bin Shadat, re-
search director at BUILD,
informed the wumit that
the ESFR represented a fun-
damental structural shift in
global market access.

The regulation (transi-
tions the industry from
voluntary environmen-
tal standards to legally bind-

ing requirements for nearly
all physical goods entering
the EU, he added.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan
clarified that while the ESPR
was a mandatory regula- ga
tory requirement for market
access, the DPP served as
the essential tool to comply.

To maintain access to the
European market, he said.
Bangladeshi exporters must
be prepared to provide
machine-readable data ac-
cessible at the border, com-

l S

Women workers sew clothes at a readymade garment factory in Dhaka recently.

prehensive information on

material composition and

granular data regarding car-
bon footprints and environ-
mental impact.

The economic stakes
of non-compliance are se-
vere, particularly as Bang-
ladesh prepares for its LDC
graduation and seeks to
maintain its global c:ompen—
tiveness.

Research presented at
the meeting quantified the
immediate threat to the na-
tional exchequer:

Failure to adapt to these
traceability  requirements
could put an eslimat-
ed $0.36 billion to $1.20
billion of annual export rev-
enue at risk.

The ‘Gap Amnalysis and
Needs Assessment’ identi-
ﬁed 62 Epem.ﬁc readiness

gaps acress six compliance
domains. Of these, 15 ‘Tier
1’ gaps were classified as re-
guiring immediate national
intervention (o prevent
substantial losses in export

earnings.

To bridge these gaps, the
PCU recommended a Feder-
ated Architecture for the na-

- tional traceability platform.

Ferdaus Ara Begum, CEO
of BUILD, stressed that a
‘deep dive’ into these evolv-
ing rules is now a necessity
for the private sector to sur-
vive the regulatory shift.

She specifically identi-
fied the Registered Exporter
system, currently managed
and operated by the Ex-

port Promotion Bureau, as-

the foundational frarnework
for this initiative.

Because the REX system
already functions as a veri-
fied database for exporters,
it provides the established
‘data rails' necessary to
anchor a robust national
traceability platform, allow-
ing the government to inte-
grate current export process-
es with the high-level digital
requirements of the EU.

The meeting highlighted
a sharp disparity in readi-
ness across different export
sectors,

Vidiva Amrit . Khan,
vice-president of BGMEA,
noted that the apparel sec-
tor was already navigating
increased demands for veri-
fiable evidence of sustain-

— Md Saurav

able sourcing. -

She emphasised that
the ESPR as designed to
strictlty monitor produc-
tion to ensure it is free from
child labour, unfair labour
practices, and environmen-
tal degradation, affirming
that compliance is ‘manda-
tory and non-negotiable’.

Conversely, Major
Rafiqul Islam, secretary
general of LFMEAB, report-
ed significant awareness
gaps within the leather and
footwear sectors.

He noted that many as-
sociation members remain
largely unfamiliar with
ESPR requirements and
called for immediate, organ-
ised awareness campaigns.

He also suggested that
the government explore
potential avenues for time-
line flexibility to prevent
these sectors from being
sidelined.

Md Towhidul Islam,
additional direcior of the
Sustainable Finance De-
partment at the Bangladesh
Bank, informed the PCU
that a fund of Tk 2,500 crore
was. available to facilitate

industries in adopting green
and compliant practices.
This fund is intended to
help manufacturers mod-
ernize operations to moeet
the environmental stand-
ards demanded by Europe-
an regulators, he added.
Michael Klode, project
head for GIZ (STILE-I),
provided a critical techni-
cal clarification: the cur-
rent collaboration between
the Ministry of Commerce
and BUILD is focused on
developing the National
Strategy, not the physi-

cal creation of Prod-
uct Passports for individual
companies.

This strategic roadmap
is intended to provide the
policy framework and guid-
ance, while the actual imple-
mentation of DPPs remains
an industry-level responsi-
bility.

ABM Fakhrul Alam,
group sustainability lead
at Urmi Group, issued a
stern warning that any delay
in implementing traceability
systems would result in an
‘onmanageable compliance
burden’ in the near future.

He advocated for the
swift development of a sim-
plified national platform
to assist manufacturers in
data management.

In response, the Minis-
try of Commerce decided
to form a specialised Task
Team to lead sector-specific
dialogues to ensure every
industry is prepared for the
transition.

The meeting saw broad-
based participation from the
public sector, including the
Ministry of Industries, MoE-
FCC, Planning Division,
Ministry of Textiles and
Jute, ICT Division, Ministry
of Labour and Employment,
BEZA. EPB, SREDA, BSTI,
DoE. and SMEF. Private sec-
tor stakeholders included
representatives from DECE
BGMEA, BEMEA, LFMEABR,
BPGMEA, BTMA, BGBA,
BTGWPEA and BAFFA.
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USTR probes

Bangladesh, 59
others in crackdown
on forced labour
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(WU | R S TG WSS AT TeT,
Tatem = ifEpE wer, TrEaesT

sy @9 fafem

feprasfe ow &1 R AF-7FE TR
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e efedma
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ToATs PR X | TIFE T WFE The Office of the United States

ffos wors o= 99 =iRR an"’ Trade Representative (USTR) has

WMYE A T9 (73 wikarE qwT @9
FFTEE

AWAMAT S HQETET . economies, including Bangladesh,
2oy whe, e A g3 e

{launched investigations into 60

under Section 301 of the Trade Act
of 1974 over alleged failures to take

WS W@ =W, A9 #® action against forced labour prac-

tices linked to trade.

The economies under investiga-
tion are among the United States’
largest trading partners. They in-
clude the United Kingdom, United
Arab Emirates, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Saudi Arabia, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand, and Vietnam, ac-
cording to a statement issued from
Washington on Thursday.

The main BRICS economies -

sirefiyes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and

South Africa — are also included in

s o e e me g U A TN, T-4F (e

wey TonrE g A wESER e P SfmeEa Tstfasrere ot

5 gt fEome BEN g o Smar  qeemes owfen ofiErs wyterenas e probes

g’;ﬁﬁeﬁ Eﬁqﬁ ﬁﬁ%’! I ﬁﬁfgm g i wieres e Scparate Section 301 investigations
iﬂ;ng WW_WW R B3 ARRES S Afvee s launched on Wednesday target-

economies, including Bangladesh,
India, China, Australia, Indonesia,
] Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, South
‘Korea, Switzerland, and Thailand.

According to the USTR, the in-

vestigations on forced labour will
examine whether the acts, policies,
and practices of these economies —
particularly their failure to impose
and effectively enforce bans on im-
ports of goods produced with forced
labour — aré “unreasonable or dis-
criminatory” and whether they bur-
den or restrict US commerce.

For Bangladesh, apparel re-
mains the country’s major export
item to the US and is a highly la-
bour-intensive sector.

Mahmud Hasan Khan Babu, presi-
dent of the BGMEA, told The Business
Standard that there is no forced la-
bour in Bangladesh's apparel sector.

He also argued that not only the
apparel industry, but also other
formal sectors in the country are
currently free from forced labour.

However, when asked why the
USTR had launched investigations
on two different issues on consecu-
tive days and whether there might
be other motives behind the move,
he declined to comment.

Another apparel sector leader,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, said the move could signal
pressure from the US., “Consider-
ing these developments, it appears
that the United States wants to put
pressure on Bangladesh or other
countries,” he said.

Attempts to contact two offi-
cials of the Ministry of Labour and
Employment for comments on the
matter were unsuccessful.

USTR’s reasoning
USTR Ambassador Jamieson Greer,
in the statement. - - [
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garment (RMG) factories
operating across the country
under the jurisdiction of
Industrial Police (IP) failed to
- pay wages for the month of
February until Sunday as per
the gnveminent instruction.
on thgother hand, nearly
63.45 percentor 6,408
factories have not paid
festival allowance although
the government issued an
instruction to pay the same
by March12.
Earlier on March 03, Minister
for Labour and Employment
Ariful Hogue Chowdhury
instructed owners of all
" factories to pay wages for the
M=l month of February to workers
within the seven working
~ days of this month (March
' 09) and to disburse their
~ festival allowances by March
Y12
i FMD Factory authorities have also
RREIRE BF peen asked to pay half of the
IS WY AW wages for the month of
7‘“ & " R WA March in advance, foliowing
G ¥ discussions between workers
and the management.
& The government also advised
factory owners to consult
 with their respective workers
%% and take decisions on Eid
holidays. :
According to IP data, a total of
10,100 units, Including that of
textile, garment and jute,

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Mt)_ildhy_- @&ich _lii, 2@_ B o
32.34pc factories
fail to pay wages
for February

Nearly 63.45
pu cent or

s {J "I'U\_.- i-. Ll :h__l

have not paid

festival

allowance

located in Dhaka, Gazipur,
Chattogram, Narayanganj,
Mymensingh, Khulna, Sylhet
and Cumilla, except for Dhaka
Metropolitan city, are
operating under the authority
of IP.

About 67.66 per cent or
6,834 out of the 10,100
factories have paid wages for
the month of February while
only 3,692 units paid festival
allowance until Sunday.
Some 907 out of the total
1,542 garment factories
affiliatedwiththe -
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) under IP
jurisdiction did not pay
festival allowance until
Sunday, according to IP data. *
Some 469 out of 627
factories operating under the
membership of BKMEA
(Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association) and 222 under
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA) did not
pay festival allowances to
their workers until Sunday.

A total of 88 out of 429
factories under Bangladesh
Export Pracessing Zones
Authority (BEPZA) and 30 out
of 76 jute mills could not ps
alallowance while the
number is 4,692 for other
non~RMG units, according to
IP.
Some 393 BGMEA member
units, 325 BKMEA, 158 BTMA,
10 BEPZA and four jute mills
under IP jurisdiction did to
pay February month's wages
while the number is 2,376 for
non-RMG units.
According to the ministry
sources, the government on
March 08 assigned an
additional inspector general
of police from the Industrial
Police as a focal point to
ensure payment of wages,
festival allowances and other
benefits to RMG workers
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.
On Friday last, the labour
minister also reminded
factory owners to pay wages
and festival allowances
before the start of Eid
holidays.
Law-enforcement agencies,
however, made a list of
around 266 factories,
including 180 textile and
RMG units, in different
industrial zones as vulnerable
to labour unrest, mentioning
that those units might fail to
paywages and festival
allowances before the
upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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32pc factorie J

pay Feb wages

63pc did not pay festival allowances
; = —=  “PBab

Saddam Hossain

SOME 32.34 per cent, or
3,626 industrial units across
the country did not pay wag-
es for February as of Sunday,
said the Industrial Police.
The IP data also stated
that 63.45 per cent or 6,408
factory units did not pay the

festival allowances ahead of ~

the Eid ul-Fitr. :
A total of 10,100 factory
units across the country are
under the jurisdiction of the
Industrial Police in eight
industrial zones: Ashulia,
Gazipur, Chattogram, Naray-
anganj, Mymensingh, Khul-
na, Cumilla, and Sylhet,
along with Export Process-
ing Zones.
Among them, 6,834 facto-
*| ries cleared February wages,
| and 3,692 factories cleared
festival allowances.
Eid-ul-Fitr, the largest re-
ligious festivals of the coun-
try, is expected to be cele-
brated on March 21, subject
to the sighting of the moon.
An IP official told New

communication with facto- |

ries in the country’s various
industrial zones. Most of the
factories usually complete
their payment in one or two
days before the start of the
holidays, adding that this
might happen this year too.

According to the Bangla-
desh Garment Manufactur:
ers and Exporters Associa-
tion, of the 2,127 operational
factories under its jurisdic-
tion, 2,022 or 95 per cent of
the factories have cleared
wages for February.
~ Moreover, 1,788 or 84 per
cent of factories cleared fes-
tival allowances, although
only .nine factories have
cleared partial March wages
so far.

Among 648
factories under the Bangla-
desh Knitwear Manufacturers

Exporters  Asso-

clation, 598, or 92 per cent, |

have cleared wages for Feb-
ruary, and 612, or 94 per
cent, have cleared festival
allowances,
ing to the IP 172 tex-
tile mills out of 330 have cleared
the February wages, along with
72 fute mills out of 76.
Moreover, 419 factory
units at the various EPZ

yet to

He also said that they are
in constant communication

with the ministry regarding

Mohammad Hatem, pres-

cleared the February w s, identof BKMEA, said that at

‘out of total 429 establish-
ments, s

The IP stated tMat 4,720
factory units out of 7,096 of
the other categories, includ-
ing leather, have cleared the
February wages.

The government an-
nounced FEid holidays for
government and autono-
mous  organisations from
March 17, with most indus-
trial units to observe the hol-
iday from March 18 or 19,

Earlier, on March 3, labour
and employment minister
Ariful Hoque Chowdhury

_days of March (March 09)
and to disburse festival allow-
ances by March 12.

On Friday, he further said
that under no circumstanc-
es should complications
arise regarding workers' le-

gitimate dues and asked all nggen

concerned stakeholders to
remain vigilant.

He also said that a list of
risk-prone factories would
be prepared based on parlia-
mentary constituencies and
shared with the respective
members of parliament so

~they could engage directly

with factory authorities to

ensure the prompt payment
of wages and bonuses.

" Stakeholders said the

number would decrease

significantly before the Eid

nal holidays, as many factoriesa

would settle wages and bo-

his factory, he had already
paid workers' monthly wag-

es and Eid bonuses. :

He also said that the fac-
tories would be able to clear
all payments before the start
of the Eid holidays.

*  The BGMEA and BKMEA
announced up to 10days of Eid
holidays, The factories and of-
fices of the country’s RMG sec-
tor would remain closed from
March 19 to March 25.

The factories, however,
would resume operations
from March 28, following In-

dependence Day on March™

26 and a public holiday on

. March 27.

Although the Labour Act
provides for a three-day Eid
vacation, some factories
have announced holidays of
up to 10 days after consult-
ing with the workers.

Sometimes, factory own-
ers add extra leave by adjust-
eral holidays and duty
schedules, officials said.

Earlier on March 8, home
minister Salahuddin Ahmed
said that the government
has appointed an additional
inspector general of police
from the IP as a focal point
to ensure payment of wages,
festival allowances, and oth-
er benefits to RMG workers
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

He said that the govern-
ment had given special at-
tention to prevent problems
that usually arise before Eid.

According to findings by
the IB about 266 factories,
including 180 textile and

nuses one or two days before
e RMG units, might fail to pay
wages and festival allowanc-
—  esahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2026,

An IP official said they

are closely monitoring the
vulnerable units and hold-
ing meetings with the fac-
tory management to ensure
timely payments and avoid
any wage-related unrest.

Cardholders who find
revised terms unfavourable
will be allowed to close their
cards without paying addi-
tional charges,

Banks cannot issue credit
cards without a customer’s
request, nor can they up-
grade cards or increase
credit limits without explicit
consent from the cardholder.

To improve transparency,
banks must provide month-
ly statements showing trans-
action details, total dues,
minimum payment require-
ments, applicable interest
rates and other charges.

Cardholders must be giv-
en at least 14 days between
the issuance of the state-
ment and the date when in-
terest begins to accrue.

If a cardholder files a
complaint, the bank must
provide ' explanations and
supporting documents
within 30 days.

Where a dispute is re-
solved in favour of the cus-
tomer, the bank must refund
the disputed amount along
with any related charges in
the next billing cycle.

Banks end their recovery
agents cannot threaten or
harass cardholders during
the collection process.

They must respect the
privacy of customers’ fam-
ily members, friends and
references, and any calls or
visits for recovery must-re-
main within official work-
ing hours. .

Banks must maintain 2
hour channels for customers
to report lost cards or suspi-
cious transactions.

Applicants must be at
least 18 years old to obtain a
primary credit card, while de-
pendent students aged 16 ar
above may use supplementa-
ry cards linked to a principal
cardholder.
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RMG ex rts toEU
drop by 25pcin Jan

Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESH'S = ready-
made garment exports to the
European Union declined
sharply by 25.25 per cent
year-on-year to 1.43 billion
euros in January 2026, amid
weakening demand across
the bloc.

During the aforemen-
tioned period in 2025, RMG
exports totalled 1.91 billion
euros, according to recently
published data from Eurostat,
the EUbs statistical office:

The downturn was not
limited to Bangladesh. Major
garment-exporting countries
also experienced negative
growth in January, including
China, India, Turkey, and Vi-
etnam, due to weak demand.

EU apparel- imports in

" | January 2026 from its global

- | suppliers also fell sharply by
15.5 per cent to 7.03 billion
euros, down from 8.32 bil-
lion euros in January 2025.
During the period, Bang-
ladesh’s knitwear exports
to the EU fell to 843.3 mil-
lion euros from 1.15 billion
euros, a decline of 26.4 per
cent, while woven garrmmi

shipments dropped to 585.6
million euros from 766 mil-

lion euros, a decline of 23.6
per cent.

According to Eurostat
data, the volume of RMG
exports to the EU also de-
clined by 17.49 per cent
to 105 million kilograms,
down from 127 million kg
in January 2025.

Simultaneously, the av-
erage unit price of Bangla-
deshi apparel plunged by
9.41 per cent in Januery
2026 to 13.6 euros per kg,
down from 15.euro# per kg
in January 2025.

In January of this year,
Bangladesh remained the
second-largest exporter of
RMG items, following China.

China, the largest suppli-
er, also witnessed a decline
of 6.9 per cent to 2.22 bil-
lion euros in January 2026,
which was 2.39 billion euros
in the same period last year.

Securing the third posi-
tion, Turkive exported RMG
items worth 620 million eu-
ros in January, recording a
sharp 29.12 per cent decline
from 875 million euros in

Vietnam's total exports
to the EU in January of this
vear fell by 7.3 per cent to
363 million euros, which
was 392 million euros in the
same period last year.

As the fifth-largest sup-
plier, India also recerded
a 15.2 per cent decline in
total apparel exports to-336
million euros, down from
397 million euros in Janu-
ary of 2025, according to
Eurostat data.

Countries like Pakistan,
Morocco, Sri Lanka, and
Indonesia also witnessed
substantial negative growth
during January of this year.

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of BGMEA and ad-
ditional managing director
of Denim Expert Ltd, said
that the European markets
remained unpredictable and
sluggish due to inflation,
economic turmoil and shifts
in buying patterns.

‘European retailers are
now trying to procure prod-
ucts at relatively lower prices.
This has increased the pres-
sure on supplier countries to
reduce rates, he added.

RMG exports
Continued from B1

He also said that because
the unit price plummeted by
over 44 per ceni, the total
export revenue did not see a
significant boost.

‘The EU is a vital mar-
ket for Bangladesh, ac~
counting for nearly half
of the countryss total ap-
parel exports. A decline
in demand here dzrectiy
impacts export groewth," he
added.

He emphaslsed the need
to increase production effi-
ciency, diversify into high-
value products, and expand
into new markets.

Industry insiders warned .
that if the European con-
sumer’ market does nol;a'rrz
cover quickly, global a
exports might face fgﬂ.hm'
pressure in the first half of
2026.

Bangladesh’s readymade
garment exports to the EU
reached 19.41 billion euros
in 2025, witnessing a posi-
tive growth of 5.97 per cent
from 18.31 billion euros in
2024. ;
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Ship-breaking must ride out
compliance challenges

L

Ship-breaking, long recognised as
one of Bangladesh's most promising
industrial sectors, Is currently
navigating a difficult phase. Once
hailed as a thriving source of raw
materials and employment, the
industry now finds itself slowed by
regulatory hurdles and tightening
global compliance demands. Unless
addressed promptly, these
challenges threaten to undermine
the sector's potential to remain a
vital contributor to the country's
economy.

The industry's woes are tied closely
to international scrutiny. The
Norwegian Ship Owners' Assaciation
{(NSA) has explicitly warned against
allowing ships to be recycled in
Bangladesh unless it is donein
accordance with the Hong Kong
International Convention for the Safe
and Environmentally Sound
Recycling of Ships. The European
Union (EU) has taken an even firmer
stance: accounting for nearly 20 per
cent of global scrap vessel sales, itis
moving towards banning the export
of scrap ships to Bangladesh and
other South Asian countries that are
perceived as non-compliant.

These are not vague warnings but
action-driven measures aimed at
significantly reducing the number of
vessels available for dismantling. As
aresult, the Bangladeshi ship-
breaking industry is already feeling
the pressure.  *

Data from the NGO Shipbreaking
Platform (NSP) paint a stark picture:
In the first half of 2025, imports of
end-of-life vessels into Bangladesh
dropped by 36 per cent compared to
the same period in 2024. Only 57
ships were imported between January
and June this year, down from 89 a
year earlier. Annual figures also
highlight the downward trajectory:
Bangladesh dismantled 130 vesselsin
2024, compared ta 170in2023,122
in2022, and 254 in 2021.

Industry insiders point to the
absence of the mandatory Document
of Authorisation to Conduct Ship
Recycling (DASR) as a key reason for
the slowdown. Without this -~
document, which is central to
compliance under the Hong Kong
Canvention, yards cannot legally
import ships.

The Ministry of Industries has

'Bangladesh enjoys a uniqu

recently instructed the Bangladesh -
Ship Recycling Board (BSRB) to take
measures to issue DASR certificates
for compliant yards. A notification
has already been circulated,
emphasising that DASRs will be
issued once final approval of the
Ship Recycling Facilities Plan (SRFP)
isin place.
Bangladesh ratified the Hong Kong
Convention in 2023, a significant
step forward in aligning with
international standards. However,
the criteria for issuing DASRs have
yet to be finalised, leaving local ship
recyclers in limbo. As Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, adviser to the Bangladesh
Ship Breakers and Recyclers
Association (BSBRA), observed:
"We're unable to bring in ships
because no yard has been issued the
required DASR yet. Without it,
imports are not permitted under the
Hong Kang Convention that
Bangladesh has ratified." He added
that bureaucratic hurdles, including
lengthy delays in securing
environmental clearances, have
worsened the situation.
Despite these setbacks, ship breaking
remains an indispensable part of
Bangladesh's industrial fabric. Since
its emergence decades ago, the
sector has created a mixed legacy-
contributing significantly to the
economy while raising serious
concerns about worker safety and
environmental degradation.
The economic upside is substantial.
The industry employs around
300,000 workers and indirectly
supports a wide range of heavy and
light engineering industries. Iron
rods and billets recycled from
dismantled ships are of particularly
high quality and supply nearly 80 per
cent of the raw material required by

domestic re-rolling mills. This, in
turn, feeds the construction sector.

Bangladesh enjoys a unique
advantage in ship breaking and

recycling because nearly every
component of dismantled vessels
finds a local market. From steel to
spare parts, furniture, and machinerv
the industry ensures maximum
utilisation of resources. Advanced
ecanomies have long aban doned ship
breaking due to high labour costsand
strict compliance requirements,
making Bangladesh, along with a few
other South Asian countries,a

L@

e advantage in ship-breaking and
recycling because nearly every component of

dismantled vessels finds a local ma

competitive hub for the industry.
While international criticism often
paints the sector as unsafe and
environmentally hazardous, there has
been notable progress in recent years.
Fourteen ship-breaking yards have
already achieved "green yard" status,
meeting international standards for
safe and environmentally sound
practices. Another dozen yards are
reportedly in the process of upgrading
their facilities.
This shift indicates a growing
awareness among industry players of
the need to align with global
benchmarks. However, for this
momentum to continue, supportive
measures from the government are
essential. Timely issuance of DASRs,
streamlined clearance processes, and
targeted investments in compliance
infrastructure could rejuvenate the
sector.
The ship-breaking industrysits at a
crossroads. On the one side are the
immense opportuuities-continued
employment for hundreds of
thousands, self-reliancein steel
supply and the chance to establish
Bangladesh as a global hub for
environmentally sound ship
recycling. On the other side are
significant threats-declining vessel
imports, mounting international
restrictions and bureaucratic inertia
at home,
The path forward lies in proactive
engagement. Bangladesh must
ensure full implementation of the
Hong Kong Convention, not only to
satisfy global partners but also to
safeguard its workers and
environment, Establishing a
transparent and efficient system for
issuing DASRs is the first crucial step.
Beyond that, greater investment in
safety training, waste management,
and yard modernisation will be vital.
ship breaking in Bangladesh is too
important a sector to be allowed to
falter. The industry has supported the
country's steel supply, created vast
employment opportunities, and
fostered allied industries for decades.
But sustaining these benefits requires
urgent attention to compliance issues
and regulatory bottienecks.
The choice is clear: either adapt
swiftly to global standards or risk
losing an industry that has besn
central to the nation's economic

—- resilience.

wasiahmed.bd@gmai com
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15% journos face -
sexual harassment
at work: survey

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Fifteen percent of Bangladeshi journalists said they had experienced
sexual harassment at work, with women reporting significantly higher
rates of verbal, online and physical harassment than men, according to
a survey of 339 journalists.

Among the 339 respondents, seven women and two men reported
that they had experienced rape.

Among women respondents, 51 percent reported verbal harassment,
compared with 8 percent of men.

Online harassment was reported by 43 percent of women and
14 percent of men, while 21 percent of women and 4 percent of men

reported physical harassment. E
AT A GLANCE o
© Survey conductedon339 remain hidden due
journalists in 2026 to shame and social
stigma. We feel
©» 51% women, 8% men reported uncomfortoble and
verbal harassment um talking m
silence o

©» 43% women, 14% men affected by :
il ansant the problem to continue.
O 21% women, 4% men experienced Coordinator ot Women Journalists’
physical harassment Network Bangladesh

The findings were shared yesterday at the launch of the Sexual
Harassment Response Protocol for Media Professionals, unveiled by BBC
Media Action Bangladesh in partnership with the Women Journalists’
Network Bangladesh at a hotel in Dhaka.

The survey, conducted in 2025 by the World Association of News
Publishers in partnership with BBC Media Action, included 100 women
and 190 men. Four respondents did not disclose their gender, while 45
preferred not to reveal their identity.

Arafat Siddique, senior media development officer at BBC Media
Action, presented the findings, alongside the protocol.

The survey also highlighted weak institutional responses, particularly
in cases of verbal harassment.

Arafat said institutional response was often weak. No action was
taken in 43 percent cases of complaints by women and 60 percent
of men regarding verbal harassment. Where action was taken, it was
mostly limited to warnings.  Speaking at the launch
The Sexual Harassment event, . Madur Rahman
m Protocol sets a Chﬂ“’dhﬂfﬁ'. pmsidml of
zero-tolerance  approach, the Newspaper Owners’
awareness-building Association of Bangladesh,
measures, clearer provisions said sexual harassment has
on punishment, and steps become a social ill, and the

to build an effective support
network, he added.

The  protocol  was
developed under BBC
Media Action’s project titled
“Strengthening Women
Journalists' Network 10
Tackle Sexual Harassment”,
with support from the
Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office.

protocol would not work if it
remained confined (o paper.

“Thiscannol be addressed
through documents alone,
There must be discussions
in every mnewsroom,” he
said, adding that media

owners and editors must be
responsible and that efforts
should gradually spread to
the district level.

BBC Media  Action
Bangladesh Country
Director Al Mamun said the

- protocol was developed to
'hell?mmasahmkhlg

environment in the media

and would serve as an

accountability  framework

for media owners and
£

“We often say the media

reflects society. But when

women's participation
remains limited, we must
question  whether  the

environment is supportive,”
he said.

He added that it would
only work if institutions
adopted a zero-tolerance

approach.

Conducting the
programme, Women
Journalists' Network
Bangladesh  Coordinator
Angur  Nahar  Monty

said incidents of sexual
harassment often remain
hidden due to shame and
social stigma.

“We feel uncomiortable
and unsafe talking about
it, but silence only allows
the problem to continue,”
she said, adding that the
protocol was developed
through consultations with
women and men in media
and should be seen as a
starting point for ensuring

safer workplaces for all.

Suliman Niloy, who
prepared the protocol, said
qrganisations already have
legal obligations under
the High Court directive
and existing labour laws.
“This protocol does not
create new obligations. It
helps institutions carry out
existing responsibilities in
a structured way,” he said.

Shararat Islam,
communications  analyst
at UN Women Bangladesh,
said, “We have policies, but
enforcement is weak. This
protocol can help bridge
that gap if organisations
take it seriously.”
Implementation by major
media houses  could
encourage others to [ollow,
she added.

Academics,
journalists, development
partners, and media
professionals also spoke at
the programme.
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Unemployment

hindering progress

Create jobs and skills opportunities

for youth urgently
Al wEe @ e, SRR @

With 33 percent of its population aged between 18 and 35, «w3fs wvafe Fam e oo™
Bangiadeshfacesapressingcha]]enge:m:ar.ingennugh jobsfor e <=l @IGE MRS T
its vouth. Unfortunately, joblessness is on the rise, with around i exaify efera aibme o T
55 lakh young people aged 15 10 24 being economically inactive. sfarfs etree s €5 | w1 Fo1 pres
This reality is a major threat to Bangladesh’s development. The fafafsi fafew som=ia wigieers i |
consequences are visible in a surge of teenage gang violence, yoxe WA ARE S SsnEerE
substance abuse, online gambling, urban crime, and gender- wzraferem “sw e e Fes
based harassment and violence. A recent policy paper by the «fE=f 4% afe wisEA S | TR
General Fconomics Division (GED) lays out the scale of the &z e gob WFE T4 oo & gl
crisis and, crucially, how these risks are interconnected. Youth s 5o &= 78 e e | e
marginalisation and limited access to economic opportutiity F=/EE ] ¥E, TFafe FReE e
are at the root of these overlapping problems. G SR Y bo =EEeE CRE =i
Young people aged 15 to 18 years are particularly vulnerable. wifemErt SEe, @9 JFEEmd R 92
An estimated 83 lakh young people are affected by substance 13 » @i | & ¥g1 8y (ke AF g

o oferawe

mE e o Wafee T @A
cyaiE Frer TR aF O Sl B
S | ooy GF AIRWES SoE BEIEl

(T __/Ifr'lwﬁ%ﬁme:rhuqe SRS )
S¢ *oI AFmE : &

se =iz ofgrs AR S T
fereta e | T e sadia el
TS 38 MR Al @ q <o o |
A S (N oy HiEEa T HIEEH
WAl G wEe v qdei P s
IES = 311_?:]_ = |

FfTea TR R (i 23l WO
sfsdife o GeTEle W SOE )
e o Gt mRfe e @ vl
BT @ | S o TR, i s
SErsiEEl FETe 8e AT (S G
PR o T R 2T (I A
QA (el THW | TE G GEG <9E
Asq TANE, OR @FE SR 5y Sy
i e 2 WEE A o

s 9 o WEE FEm e
T foada =@ W, @ER Ferie ¢
e TEREETEE g6e Tme Hise
A=A (G1ed w2 SR BEeE (A
QAT HIFE WS 150E 46 |

abuse. At the same time, online gambling is expanding rapidly
as idle youth look for ways to make a quick buck or kill time,
many becoming addicted. More than 50 lakh people are
already involved, and this number could exceed a staggering
two crore by 2027 if left unchecked. Rising urban violence is
another warning sign. In 2024, nearly 50 youth gangs were
active in Dhaka alone, involved in drug peddling, extortion,
and other crimes. Similar patterns are emerging outside the
capital. The links are cyclical: gang involvement often leads
to substance abuse, which in turn deepens ties to criminal
networks. Breaking this cycle requires urgent and coordinated
action. Otherwise, what should have been a demographic
dividend could turn into a demographic burden.

Meanwhile, current interventions fall far short. Existing sz rana
training programmes reach only 3.64 percent of economically L—.
inactive youth, leaving the vast majority without pathways wgfes «w wam (Whowms) oey=y
to employment. In terms of curbing drug addiction among et A% AT AT AR
the youth, government plans to add 1,679 rehabilitation beds qqwgme sfmrrms  wwAmTE 98l
will help only a fraction of the 83 lakh individuals affected by mrg gy famme | e Fe=foas
addiction. (BTTSIT  ARFEIACTE wm i

The GED report should be treated as a wake-up call. fprg gs w@m fwfars «
Bangladesh must place youth development at the centre of its ey g 2wawe | ¥
policymaking. This means rethinking employment strategies wusmpAm  AeETae g t‘:’,’

by creating public works programmes such as environmental fipm wiwer wrwfr, ofFe, W
up vocational training. Polytechnic institutions need urgent «gff e gUew  fEws
reform, with better teachers and updated curriculum aligned =Egme-72 FfeTRT ¢ TFI
with market demands. At the same time, labour markets wrdfes Fega StEEACR
should diversify to open doors to higher-paying jobs, both wif& Seem wang |
domestically and abroad. Addressing substance abuse will ¥ e Aeg) WRLAGR el afER
require a parallel expansion of affordable rehabilitation and wrefEe ot Tl wenem e e
counselling services, Law enforcement must act against gang o1 *&fers ¥ 7 e o
activity. Rehabilitation-focused detention and reintegration SEF*S oy owr T 48 GrE
programmes are essential to help young people rebuild their 71 e e T e @ ol
lives.

There must also be widespread awareness campaigns
to teach parents how to nurture their teenage children, to
sensitise teachers and youth leaders to be mentors, and to
educate young people on the consequences of substance
abuse, online gambling, and criminal behaviour. Young people
must be made to feel valued by the government, their families,
and society. Bangladesh’s youth remains its greatest asset, if
given the opportunity to thrive.

I PE . =6 2w, 20

cleanups, expanding part-time jobs for students, and scaling «ffr, /e & WY HTEE w{rﬁ o L&«f
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[LO- Blmco launch injury
protection scheme for
shipbreaking workers

in Bangladesh

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

MIZANUR RAHMAN YOUSUF

A new Employment Injury Scheme
(EIS), backed by global maritime
staleholders, has been launched
to improve safety and compensa-
tion for workers in Bangladesh’s
hazardous ship recycling industry.

Jointly developed by the Inter-
national Labour Organization (ILO)
and Bimco, the pilot scheme will
provide financial and medical sup-
port to injured workers. ILO Senior
Adviser Anne Maria La Rosa an-
nounced the initiative on March 25.

Ship recycling is vital to the glob-
al maritime supply chain, but yard
conditions remain hazardous, with
exposure to toxic substances and
frequent accidents. Despite its eco-
nomic importance, Bangladesh's
employer-liability system has failed
to ensure consistent compensation
and social protection, leaving a per-
sistent safety gap.

The new s scheme seeks to ad

dress this by introducing a pooled
insurance mechanism funded by
shipowners. Under the model,
risks are shared across the indus-
try, allowing injured workers - or
families in case of death - to re-
ceive timely compensation aligned

with international standards.

How the scheme will work

The EIS will operate as a voluntary,
interim arrangement. Shipowners
sending vessels for recycling in
Bangladesh can contribute $0.50
per light displacement tonnage by
signing a Letter of Intent facilitated
by Bimco.

Funds will be channelled
through the ILO under a struc-
tured governance system, ensur-
ing transparency. The money will

be ring-fenced and used solely for
worker compensation and admin-

istrative expenses, with a national
tripartite board - comprising gov-

ernment, employers and worker

representatives — overseeing im-
plementaunﬂ

ILO-Bimco launch injury protection scheme

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
The pilot is expected to lay the groundwork

fargs @0 %G fora permanent, wage-based employment in-

jury insurance system.

According to the ILO, the scheme could
transition into a mandatory national pro-
gramme by July 2027, extending coverage be-
yond ship recycling to other sectors.

The framework draws from a similar em-
ployment injury scheme in Bangladesh's
ready-made garment sector, which has im-
proved compensation mechanisms and ex-
panded worker coverage over time.

A shift in industry accountability
Stakeholders say replicating the model in
ship recycling could address long-stand-
ing criticism over worker safety and wel-
fare, though its success will depend on
participation from shipowners and global
stakeholders.

Zahirul Islam Rinku, former vice president

of the Bangladesh Ship Breakers and Recy-

clers Association, said the initiative has been

under discussion for some time. “Tt would im-
prove the country’s image and ensure long-
term support for workers. If injured, they
would be covered, and in case of death, their
families would receive benefits,™ he said.
Fazlul Kabir, Shipbreaking Trader Un-
jon leader and coordinator of the Bang-

ladesh Institute of Labour Studies, said,
“In this high-risk industry, workers risk
their lives every day. A reliable compen-
sation system is essential for them =nd
their families.”

He siressed that worker representation
must be ensured to maintain Encparency
and fairness, and called for stricter compE
ance with the Hong Kong ConvenSon © e
duce accident rates.

Experis say ihe scheme efecs 2 SaF o
wards shared Mt 2t
Shahin, head of advocacy 2t YPS4 =ad s
modest coniributions can eosuss Smemcisl
security for workers, caliing # a siep Sowmnds |
aligning economic progress WS bEmes
dignity.
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Staff Correspondent workers received daily wage said the report. * across the country as sam- piles agriculture-related data
of Tk 621.3 on average The BSS report showed plh@ﬁamemprepamthere- andpuh]ishasthﬂnthrmmh
THE agricultural labour wag- tween October and Decem- that the female agricultural port showed that production the Agricultural Statistics
es increased slightly in the fi- ber of 2025, according to workers received daily wage of vegetables like pumpkin, Yearbook.
nal quarter (October-Decem- the quarterly report on crop of Tk 459.6 on average be- long bean, green banana, The national accounting
ber) of 2025 compared with statistics ~and agricultural tween October and Decem- arum, water spinach, danta wing of the BBS has taken
those in the previous quarter. labour wage released by the ber. compared with Tk 456.3 leaves, jute leaves, zucchini the ipitiative of preparing
However, the wage rise Bangladesh Bureau of Statis- on average between Julyand increased in the October-De- erly gross domestic
for women farm workers ticson Sunday. September of 2025. cember of 2025 over product that has made it
was lower than that for their Their wage rate was The BBS that used a to- the same period of 2024. to calculate the
male peers in the period. Tk 615 on average between tal of 10,348 clusters cover- The agriculture wing of agricultural statistics on a
The male agricultural July and September of 2025, ing an average of five acres the BBS collects and com- guarterly basis. =)
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Staff Correspondent

THE performance
of the country’s readymade
garment sector might face
growing headwinds in the
coming quarters, said a re-
port published by the Bang-
ladesh Bank on Sunday.

Moreover, RMG exports
would largely depend on the
pace of economic recovery
in major destinations, the
stabilisation of global supply
chains, and the sectons abil-
ity to diversify products and
markets.

The report, titled Quar-
terly Review of Readymade
Garments, also stated that
the near-term outlook for the
RMG sector would remain
‘cautiously moderate’, re-
flecting a combination of ex-
ternal demand uncertainty
- | and emerging opportunities
in key export markets.

‘S ing logistics,
enhancing ‘productivity and
expanding into higher value
apparel segments might be
critical for maintaining the
competitiveness of Bangla-
desh in the global garment
market,’ the report suggested.

longed Middle East crisis
could create severe disrup-
tions to energy supply and
trade routes, and trigger
global economic turmoil,
said industry insiders.
According to the central
bank’s report, Bangladesh’s
RMG sector earned $9.75
billion in the Oectober-De-
cember quarter of the finan-
cial year 2025-26, down 5.99
per cent from $10.36 billion
earned in the same period of
| FY25. s
The BB said that dur-
ing this period, global de-
mand conditions, inflation-
ary pressures in importing
countries, shifts in consum-
er spending patterns, and
supply chain adjustments
influenced order volumes
and export receipts.
m\renprUdU{ﬁOU(mtS'
exchange rale movements,
a considerable Tole in
shaping the competitiveness

In the meantime, a pro-

Women employees work at a
Dhaka recently. ;

of Bangladeshvs gamaen? ex-

Meanwhile, export earn-
ings in the October-Decem-

by 1.78 per cent fromt $9.8
'billion earned in the preced-
ing quarter, July-September,
of FY26.

During the second quarter
of FY26, the import value of
raw materials, like raw cot-
ton, synthetic or viscose fi-
bre, synthetic or mixed yarn,
cotton yarn, textile fabrics,
and accessories for garments
was $3.49 billion, account-
ing for 35.78 per cent of total
RMG exporl earnings.

In other words, the net
exports from this seclor
amounted to $6.26 billion, or
64.22 per cenl of total RMG
exports, in the October-De-
cember quarter of FY26.

The net exports were 2.84
per cent higher than those of
the preceding quarter (July-
September of FY26), which
were $6.08 billion, and 1.09
per cent lower than those of the
October-December of FY25,
which were $6.32 hillion, the
central bank data st
" During October-Decem-
ber of FY26, Bangladesh's
RMG exports were primar-
ily directed to nine major
destinations, including the
US, Germany, the United

readymade garment factory in
— Md Saurav

~ Export
these countries amounted
to $6.83 billion during the

reporting period, accounting _
ber quarter of FY26 declined _for over 70 per cent of the to-

tal RMG exports.

During FY25, the RMG
sector contributed 8.52 per
cent to Bangladesh's nomi-
nal GDR ;

The total RMG export
earnings for FY25 stood at
$39.35 hillion, - indicating
a higher growth of 8.90 per
cent as compared with that
of the preceding fiscal year’s
$36.13 billion, the Bangla-
desh Bank report added.

According to the quar-
terly report, the govern-
ment and the Bangladesh
Bank have taken several
measures to facilitate pro-
duction and exports in the
RMG sector, including pre-
shipment credit, funds for

transformation, export
acilitation, and export de-
velopment,

The report also stated
hat during the first quarter
f FY26, Bangladesh’s RMG
ndustry continued to dem-

_ nstrate its vital role.

Re value addi-
on, Mohammad Hatem,
resident of the Bangladesh
nitwear Manufacturers
nd Exporters Association,
aid that Bangladeshi RMG

Kingdom, Spain, France, the manufacturers have been

Netherlands, Italy, Canada,
and Belgium.

working to increase it to re-

face headwinds

main competitive in global
markets.

He also said that the sec-
tor focuses on producing
high-value products, in-
novation, and research and
development, urging gov-
ernmental policy support in
this regard.

However, he said that
Bangladeshi exports have
been declining over the past
months, with almest no sign
of further increase, as utili-
sation declarations have also
slowed.

Due to the ongoing Mid-
dle East crisis, the sector
is facing fuel shortages,
increased shipping line
charges, disruptions in
global energy supply, and
a possible global economic
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Bangladesh in economic high risks
despite signs of stability

Oxford Economics
shows structural
vulnerabilities
on five counts as
cause of concern

JASIM UDDIN HAROON

Bangladesh is in higher
economic risks than regional
peers, despite signs of
macroeconomic stabilisation,
on five counts of weaknesses
as measured by an
international watchdog.
In latest ratings by Oxford
Economics, Bangladesh has
ranked T41st outof 164
economies, with an overall
economic risk score of 7.1,
well above the Asia-Pacific
average of 5.\
The agency has evaluated
Bangladesh across five
categories - market demand,
market cost, exchange rate,
sovereign credit and trade

~ credit - highlighting

OXFORD

mgh interest, elevated NPLs
likely to enhance operating-

'mmgm:stsmrﬂm

structural vulnerabilities
despite signs of

macroeconomic stabilisation.

The country recorded a
market-demand score of 7.0
out of 10, significantly higher
than the regional average of
5.1, reflecting vulnerabilities
in domestic demand

conditions.,

Demand remains exposed to
regulatory uncertainties,
delays in development
projects and concerns over
the maintenance of critical
infrastructure.

"Political polarisation and
periodic unrest also weaken

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 1, 2026
FALGUN 16, 1432 BS

The Billy Star

-|st

among 164
economies

consumption exposed to cil-
price fluctuations and
economic conditions in the
region.

The report says Bangladesh
scored 8.0 out of 10 in market
costs, one of the highest
levels in the assessment,
indicating elevated operating
and financing costs that
deter investment and
constrain productivity.
However, the BNP
administration has pledged
wide-ranging structural
reforms, although Oxford
Economics notes that
effective implementation will
be critical to improving
business conditions.

"High interest rates and

elevated levels of non-
theinvestmentclimate," the  performing loans are expected
ratings report notes. to push up operating and
It also finds household funding costs further, placing
income stability vulnerable upward pressure on domestic
to external shocks, with lending rates."
roughly two-thirds of The country's exchange-

remittances originating from
Bangladeshi workers in Gulf
economies, leaving

rate-risk score improved

Bangladesh’s RMG market share
in EU rises to 21.57%

REFAYET H.IAH MIRD} [A

In 2025, Bangladesh retained

its exporting apparel worth 26.58 billion

[hc market bham oI Bangladesh in Lhe
European Union’s (EU) apparel market
increased to 21.57 percent in 2025 from
20.78 percent in 2024 thanks to the rising
demand for locally made apparel items in
the EU.

position as the second-largest garment
supplier to the EU, shipping apparel

worth 19.41 billion euros, up from 18.31
billion euros in 2024, according to
Eurostat data.

China, the largest garment exporter,
held a 29.54 percent market share by

euros to the EU in 2025, Eurostat also
reported. In 2025, the EU imported
garment items worth 89,99 hillion euros
in total.

Turkey was the third-largest garment
exporter to the EU in 2025, while India
ranked fourth.
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rlv te lnvestment Rahman added that

small and mid-sized firms,
traditionally the backbone
of employment generation,
found themselves sidelined
from access to affordable
finance. [
“This created a perverse
incentive  structure in
which politically connected
borrowers benefited, while |
real sector innovators were

hits 11-year low

Economists say decline threatens jobs and
long-term economic growth prospects

BANGLADESH'S INVESTMENT-TO-GOPRATIO -&- Public <@ Private

(As % of GDP) Headded that thedecline |

in private investment as|
a percentage of GDP has
profound implications for
the country's economic
development.

“Investment  is  the
engine of productivity
growth, job ‘creation, and
structural” transformation.

25.25

o 237 2418

27 221 23.66
LA S

6.6 68 1.9 6.96 7.32 677 651

2203

A  sustained  decline
; ] weakens the economy's
SOURCE: BBS private consumption. The jp july 2024 that led to capacity fto  generate

decline suggests overall the ousting of the Sheikh employment, particularly

SOHEL PARVEZ investment has not Kept j{asina government. for a young and expanding
etrsisrustsns s s sisisssmnmsniamsesss pace with the growth of the  “we have seen labour force.”
Bangladesh's private investment fell for economy. demonstrationsand unrest, Rahmansaiditalsolimits
the third tonsecutive year, reaching Reaz attributed the fall 3nd they have affected the technological upgrading
2203 percent of Gross Domestic in private investment (@ policy environment t00.  apd diversification beyond
Product (GDP) in the fiscal year three main factors. The whole fiscal year 2024~ ¢raditional sectors.
2024-25, the lowest level in 11 years, ~Our _ investment 25 was full of uncertainty. “Moreover, without
amid a weak investment climate and environment is weak, and The declaration of the  robust private investment,
MAacroeconomic stress. it was identified nearly a general election date cameé  groweh becomes

Public investment as a share of GDp, decade ago,” he said, citing in August of this fiscal  jncreasingly consumption-

investment 1O 5 ctl;gate
empl ent an OSL
ﬁpi:)g!;;m said M Masur
Reaz, chairman and
founder of Policy Exchange
Bangladesh.

The investment-to-GDP
ratio comes - alongside
an estimated ecnnon&:g
growth of 3.49 percent,
lowest since the Covid year
2020, driven mainly by

the dollar shortage, and
political instability ahead
of the election all played a
role.

“Foreign investors
perceive a country as high-
risk when a country suffers
from a macroeconomic
crisis,” he said, noting
that uncertainty increased
after the mass uprising

a measure of the final value of goods Bangladesh’s ranking in year.” driven  and fiscally
and services produced in the ecn%wmv the World Bank’s ease of * Reaz added that the grained. This is not
over a period, also declined for the third 40ing business at176 outof gecent demonstration al  sustainable, especially as
vear due to slow implementation of 190 economies. ; the Bangladesh Bank over  Bangladesh  approaches
the Annual Development Programme  From that day, the removal of the central  IDC  graduation and
{ADP) I3 CO‘“PF%M‘—““;FM a:rg bank governor C:’“‘{i’aﬁg‘;ﬁ f:]aces tighter  external
: : 51 pe in largete reforms Were 3 npegative Inter I nancin condiflons.
llssmt?d IaL 6:?1 ir::g:e;t qu?[l)?l:fll; necessary. But they were perception, signalling  Weak nﬁm_-smmm today
e l'[ = g‘;ib . orlia ot earlir:r, implemented in an isolated fragility in  decision  (ranslates into  slower
g on m %e;c lad I::Bureau 01" and fragmented manner.”  making and discipline. growth tomorTow,
accqrdpl:lg 30 the DanEpe The economist added  Ashikur Rahman, n4 el
Slat_:sur..s {EBS)- S hé.. fallin that investment depends pﬂndpalecongnﬁst at the amplifies e alglle‘n“ge‘ 'JS'
~ Economists say | at t h: al_ & on  multiple  factors, Policy Research Institute guch . as unemployment,
investment trend indicates the St iniuding licensing, policy (PRY) of Bangladesh,  ynderemployment, ~ and
of fewer jobs than requge 'c? i predictability, land, energy, jdentified a weak business  poverty ” he added.
for the growing MUY O YOuug and trade facilitation. climate, infrastructure o ENEhrtisod
workers entering the labour market : > (| & _ - . L Syed Akh mood,
:ach year ¥ _ijmrfaﬁ:l?t)n?; bottlenecks; and wanu:ﬁ former glub?l lead 'it:r
i inves R ; ) competitiveness regulatory reforms at the
Af:cnrd{ng to them,fumc F“S;r{lhml unfold from 2023 further ;-n:tlzl:?naiional markets Worlds Br; il Giodn: said
decline almlh_l'eatens nture £ " dampened investment ;¢ production  costs  the low investment rate is
Tt is “wer{ acgrlilc:r?vﬁ sentiment, he sa1d,‘ Weak oce amid supply-side caused by a mix of short
< i, g -celerate domestic demand, import .nqrraints. and long-term issues. While
sl o i contraction caused by = He said governance governments have tried to

breakdowns in the banking
sector since around 2020
has severely distorted
credit allocation.

“Instead of channelling
funds toward productive
small and medium-sized
enterprises, the ﬁnapcml
system became increasingly
captured by entrenched
economic oligarchs. Large-

improve the investment
climate, many fundamental
problems remain, including
regulatory hurdles and
limited access to credit.
High interest rates, bank
liquidity issues, and greater
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risk aversion have reduced
the supply of credit

“Even if investors were
willing to borrow at the
higher interest rates, they
are not getting finaneing.
Many investors, especially
some large ones, have over-
leveraged themselves by
borrowing heavily when
interest rates were low.
These companies may
not be in a position to
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take on large loans even if F=HATR ST HLAEDIE . ﬁﬁﬁ]‘fm

mws?egmdinmmmlamlmﬁﬁm TP (s

potental,” he said. A =ToTeE T o S | mreEe W (16 SfeArAE ¥4 % A"
Mahmood added that "3t s o/, 539 S, ¥% TEA Tife =i '

energy shortages and wifimre @92 AT €A FEE G |
political uncertainty have fag wgaiea o =fefl @ I8
further dampened investor siffgfea S 4@ AfFTS ATEre SN
confidence. =SS | SO0 S a1 | TS E

“Low investment means g g FHEA fears sfae o | OH
our production capacity ¢ % e == o7 FEe Ao AT
is not being augmented rfE%NmE :
while our existing capacity e @, iz APTAI @RGIA
is ' underutilised,” he sfa e Frsm 29 TE A
commented. wdiifen 2um wE wifarfe | e

According to Mahmood, ] 4l mm‘m HEEe WreE
this affects both current ygmfirs warz Ford ¢ e P s
growth and fului'c growth Rfery =nrs @G o SFgAd
prospects. It also limits TQFWT- w2 | soth Tl
technological upgrading, @ﬁ?ﬂ:‘q;'-‘!ﬁ ;;b- ﬁg; w#E, Al
research and development. @y et Te 5T P |

s development, an qmaii AT EAE
new ]deuﬂ Cn‘_'.«]tjﬂﬂ, all %ﬂm um;rsm mw“ WT'T‘T

of which are necessary to “ =
enhance productivity and wifFw Sibre 11 =W IR =4 |
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diversify the economy,

including exports.
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3angladesh educates its women,
but leaves many without jobs

today under the theme “Leading the Change:
Women Shaping a Sustainable Future,” the
gap between aspiration and opportunity
| remains glaring.

Analysts point to a lack of suitable job
openings, inhospitable work environments,

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN R——
R A BY THE NUMBERS
(As of 2024)

Bangladesh has made striking gains in
educating itswomen. Universities and colleges
now turn out more female graduates than

aerhtl;eﬁxre, nﬂlyhhaflf ;lll;j all smden[séd But' © OBl ESS | Female : :20.39% and entrenched social attitudes as the main

¢ labour market has Iatled to accommodate £E . culprits behind wunem oyment  am

them, with female graduates nearly twice as m w W : wm?mn with higher educagﬁn. g

likely to be unemployed as their male peers. 0% e maarje  “Despite narrowin, nder gaps in I
According to government data, females ~ GRADUATES § Overall:13.547% educatirl::n. the lahourgmagfcet Ao bl

aoqounfed for 47 percent of all public present a starkly different reality for women,”
university graduates in 2023, up from just 14 says Sayema Haque Bidisha, a professor of
percent in 1973, ; ino the lack economics at the University of Dhaka.

o owever, the 2024 Labour - Srucurt S, RCUCIE e She said even: the offical fgures iy
arce ol UMa ]

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics :ﬁgﬁewo;ﬁ“igﬁiﬁﬁ? Siter Llr.:;

show that the unemployment market but later drop out

rate among female graduates E;?;;; __suﬁ%nﬂiw facilities such

stood 3[ : tk??l?:lgl pm\:te?tr as daycare centres and flexible work choice to leave a traditional job before
b b R arrangements are still quite limited.”  venturing into entrepreneurship, she

She also pointed to broader

their male counterparts. Resolving these issues will be said,"lleft to become an entrepreneur

The disparity is even sharper crucial for improving employment because it allows me to balance
among the young. Among those prospects for educated women, family, personal life, and work more
aged 15 to 29, unemployment she said. “Without creating more easily.” T
hits 34 percent for women, opportunities that accommodate Yet entrepreneurship is no
against 26 percent for men. women'sneeds, many qualified female  panacea. “Many women have tried,

As  Bangladesh observes graduates will continue to struggle to  and some have succeeded, but most
International Women's Daw - find suitable employment.” get stuck in documentation or
understate the problem, as The ruling Bangladesh Nationalist business formalities. The government

unemployment is counted based Party (BNP) has pledged to address still hasa lot to do to support women
on just one hour of work in the some of these gaps in its electoral in these areas.”
previous week. Labour market manifesto. “Through education and Rizwanul Islam, former special
trends  consisiently show  that skills development, the government adviser for the employment sector
unemployment among women will expand women's employment in  at the International Labour Office
remains higher than among men. the formal sector,” it states. in Geneva, said that in the absence
“One key reason is the mismaich “Increasing women’s employment of rigorous analysis, one can only
between the types of jobs available will raise family income and facilitate  speculate abourt the causes of higher
and the expectations of highly education for children and poverty female graduate unemployment.
educated job seekers,” Prof Bidisha reduction targets,” it adds. Possible explanations span both .
added. The manifesto also promises supply and demand, and location
Individuals with higher degrees to establish childcare centres at - rural versus urban - may also
usually look for jobs that match workplaces and set up breastfeeding matter. The labour market may be
their educational qualifications. But corners in garment factories, segmented along gender lines, he
the number of such jobs is limited, industrial units, offices, and courts said. “If women prefer certain sectors
particularly for women, she pointed where mothers can safely nurse their . such as education and health, and

out. The range of job options available newborns. opportunities in those areas are
to women is often narrower because Providing interest-free loans to limited or stagnant, unemployment
of social and structural constraints. women in micro, cottage, and small s likely to rise.”

"Many women have to consider industries, along with tax exemptions Islam also pointed to a rural-urban
safety, commuting, housing, and and marketing support to increase divide. “Urban educated women,
rigid working hours when looking for the self-reliance of women have also particularly young job seekers, often

employment,” she said. “These factors been promised, show higher unemployment rates
naturally limit the range of jobs they Munia Zaman, executive director than their rural counterparts.”
are able or willing to pursue.” : of eco-friendly lifestyle brand On the education side, he highlighted

She also noted that progress Kalindi and an entrepreneur, says the role of subject choice. “If they choose
in women’s education has yet to many women abandon jobs or never fields with limited [abour market
translate into equal representation in enter the workforce at all because opportunities, higher unemployment is

senior roles. balancing family life and career an inevitable outcome.”

“Only about 62 percent of  proves too difficult. He added that  gender
managerial positions are held “Some even end their professional discrimination in recruitment could
by women,” said the economics careers during motherhood, beafactor.
professor. especially when there is no one to “With men dominating managerial

“This shows that even though look after their child at home, or they  positions, this may be a real factor
the gender gap in education has  cannot take the child to the office,” contributing to women's limited
narrowed, women'’s presence in high- she said. Reflecting on her own access to high-skill jobs.”
skill and leadership roles remains : i

very limited.” . P I N
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In response to the US-Israel 1

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

« March 11, 2026

Middle East war threatens
Bangladesh's migrant jobs

Prolonged conflict could disrupt overseas employment, remittance inflows

SM NAJMUS SAKIB

Bangladesh's heavy dependence on overseas
employment in the Middle East has come
under serious threat amid the escalating war
in the region, exposing the vulnerability of
millions of migrant workers, particularly
those engaged in low-skilled jobs.

Migrants and experts warn that if the conflict
persists, new overseas employment
oppartunities could shrink while existing jobs
may be lost, potentially slowing remittance
inflows that are vital to Bangladesh's
economy.

According to the International Organization
for Migration (I0M), Bangladesh is the sixth-
largest migrant-sending country, with over 11
million Bangladeshi migrants working .
worldwide.

Of the total, around 70 to 74 per cent are
semi- or low-skilled workers, according to an
analysis by the Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit (RMMRU).
Remittance inflows are one of the driving
forces of the country's economy. Bangladesh
received US$32.82 billion in remittances in
2025, marking a 22 per cent rise from the
previous year.

The highest amount came from Saudi Arabia,
according to official data, with an estimated
8.0 million migrants working across the
Middle East.

Bangladeshi migrant Kawshik (not his real
name) has been working in Kuwait for the
past couple of years.

"The situation over the last two days seems
calm, but there are fears among residents. We
no longer feel safe," he told the FE over the
phone, urging the Bangladesh government to
arrange food and shelter for migrantsin
coordination with the Kuwaiti authorities.
Requesting not to be identified, he said that
revealing the ground reality to outsiders could
result in at least three years in jail along with
the loss of employment.

He described an atmosphere of fear and a lack
of personal security currently prevailing in the
Middle East.

He suggested shifting the country's focus to
other destinations, noting that the economies
of many countries in the region are
themselves vulnerable because they depend
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11m globally
1-8m in the Middle East
10-74% semi- or low-skilled

REMITTANCE INFLOW 2025

© $32.82b total
© 22% up from 2024
» Saudi Arabia largest source
» §.0m Bangladeshis work
across the ME region

WAR IMPACT g

Immediate Risks

Job losses in construction & services
Salary delays reported :
Rising security fears among migrants

heavily on oil revenues.

""Both government and private companies are
oil-based enterprises in the Middle East. If
they cannot sell oil, they cannot pay salaries,"
he said. '

Abdul Mannan, another Bangladeshi worker
from Lakshmipur employed by a construction
company operating at several sites across
Saudi Arabia, said the company's Egyptian
owner left the country soon after the start of
the US-Israel offensive againstIran.

Mannan told the FE over the phone that he
and his three brothers, who also work for the
same company, did not receive their salaries
for February. '
"We don't know what lies ahead for us as the
looming war has created deep uncertainty,"
he said.

offensive, Iran has attacked
US military basesacross the
Middle East, including in the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait, Jordan and Bahrain.
At least four Bangladeshi
migrants have reportedly
been killed since the US
launched the war on Iran and
retaliatory attacks began-
two in Saudi Arabia, onein
the United Arab Emirates and
one in Bahrain.
Against this backdrop, Biman
Bangladesh Airlines has
suspended flights to six
majar Middle Eastern
destinations-Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Sharjah, Dammam,
Doha and Kuwait-for a
certain period.
However, Qatar has decided
to extend the validity of all
types of visas by one month
amid the suspension of
flights across the region.
Shakirul Islam, chairperson
of the Dhaka-based Ovibashi
Karmi Unnayan Program
(OKUP), echoed similar
concerns, saying Bangladesh
may face serious
repercussions if the war in
the Middle East lasts long, as
around 7-8 million
Bangladeshi migrants work
in the region.
"There is no option to leave
those Middle Eastern
countries if the war escalates
further and continues fora
long time. We do not yet
know what rescue options
might be available,” he said.
However, he added that the
situation would depend

between the Bangladesh
government and the
destination countries.
""The government can
initiate joint efforts and
negotiations with other
countries in the region,
particularly in South Asia, as
they too have a large number
of migrants in the Middle
East," the OKUP official said.
Bangladeshi migrant workers
mainly work in the informal
sector in the Middle East,
Therefore, the companies
they work for may face
serious difficulties during a
war and could become unable
to pay wages in the days
ahead, similar to what
happened during the Covid-
19 pandemic, Shakirul
warned. He added that the
real picture would become
clearer next week when
salariesare due.
nsrafsanju@gmail.com
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‘Women’s employment in banking
sector drops by 2,588 in 2025

lowing a sharp decline in the first |
six months of 2025, I

As of December 2025, the total
number of women working in the
banking sector stood at 35,061,
down from 35,782 in June. The
figure was significantly higher at
37,649 in December 2024.

BANKING - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Bankers say decline
followed dissolution

steady growth, with 2,588 female
officials and employees leaving
the sector during the year, accord-
ing to a report by the Bangladesh
Bank.

Data from the central bank's
Gender Equity Report shows that
the number of female employees

of the year (July-December), fol-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
workers in the banking sector.
_ In the six state-owned banks, the number
offemale employees standsat 9,147, represent-
ing 6.90% of their total workforce. Foreign
banks employ the smallest number of wom-
‘en - 984 — but have the highest participation
rate at 25.03%. By the end of December 2035,
| the total number of officials and employees
in the banking sector reached 2,12,427, with
women making up 16.50% of the workforce,
The report notes that the number of fe-
male employees increased slightly in state-
owned banks, while it declined marginally
in specialised commercial banks and for-
eign banks. However, the drop was most
notable in private commercial banks,

fell by 721 during the second half

restructuring, resignations
and job dismissals

A senior official at the Bangladesh Bank
told TBS that after the fall of the government
led by Sheikh Hasina, several bank boards
were reconstituted under the interim admin-
istration, prompting many employees to re-
sign voluntarily. He added that irregularities
had been detected in recruitment processes
at several hanks over the past year, leading to
job dismissals, while new hiring also slowed.

Participation at different levels
Women’s participation at the board level
of banks remains relatively low at 13.11%,
Among different categories, foreign banks
have the highest female representation on
boards at 16.95%, while state-owned banks
have the lowest at 3.64%.

of boards of several Bankers say the decline fol-
lowed the central bank’s disso-

banks lution of the boards of several
banks, leading to voluntary resig-

The number of women working nations and terminations.

in the country’s banking sector The report indicates that al-

declined in 2025 despite years of though private commercial banks

employ the largest number of fe-
male employees, foreign banks
lead in terms of women’s partici-
pation rate compared with men.

Currently, private commercial
banks employ 22,583 women, ac-
counting for 16.13% of their total
workforce. However, these banks
collectively employ around 66%
of all female

‘Women’s MPIOWEﬁtﬁmHEg sector drops in 2025

Women account for 17.07%6 of employees ;f“
the entry level and 16.19% at the mid-level, but
their share drops to 10.35% in senior pesitions.

Age-wise, women aged below 30 repre-
sent 21.22% of female employees in the sector,
while those above 50 account for only 10.92%.

The report also highlights that employee
tumover among female staff is particularty high
in foreign banks, reaching 20.59%, compared
with the overall sector turnover rate of 17.07%0.

At present, all 61 scheduled banks and 35
financial institutions in the country provide
six months of maternity leave. While all banks
have policies to prevent sexual harassment,
only 38 banks and six financial institutions op-
erate childcare centres. In addition, 38 banks
offer transport facilities for female employees.
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by Bobby Hajjaj
like triumph at all. It feels like

exist but no longer promise movement.
The school rooms in which children
are present but learning is absent. The
offices where authority survived but
purpose did not. The new government
of came to power not into
comfort, but into consequence. °

For those of us who spent more than

sembly, resistance and the often-lonely
labour of democratic politics, govern-
ment is not a coronation. It is an audi-
for the vole; now one must justify it.
One has denounced arbitrariness: now
one must build order without becom-
ing arbitrary oneself. One has spoken
for the people in the long season of
opposition; now one must answer to
them in the morning glare of office.
That is why the manifesto placed
before the nation, before the election,
by Tarique Rahman — now prime min-
ister — mattered so profoundly. It was
not simply a shopping list of promis-
es, nor the usual carnival literature of
South Asian politics. At ils core was
a pledge to restore the dignity of the
vote, rebuild accountable government,
undertake constitutional and electoral
reform and pursue a Bangladesh that
is both economically stronger and po-
litically more answerable. It set out 51
priority points, grouped around nine
major commitments, and spoke openly
of a state that would be ‘directly an-
swerable to the people.” It also married

uty t rebuild

— Bank noted, were undermining power

gt T}?G?ﬁudis&'mm”ffj identified the banking sector as. the

an inventory. One counts the broken
things. The bent institutions. The ex-
hausted treasury. The roads that still

a decade in agitation, argument, as-

generation, industry and wider eco-
nomic activity. The IME, ‘meanwhile,

country’s most pressing vulnerability.
Its assessment highlighted tax revenue
at only 6.9 per cent of GDF in FY2025
and system-wide non-performing
loans surging to 34 per cent by June
2025, These are not numbers in a
spread sheet. They are symptoms of a
republic that has been living off insti-
tutional depletion.

This is the economic prose of our
inheritance: slower growth, weaker in-
vestment, constrained energy supply, a
fiscally frail state and a banking system
that too often served influence before
prudence. To this one must add the
visible wear of, public life itself: over-
burdened cities, distorted incentives,
degraded service delivery and a gener-

. ation of young people whose ambition
exceeded the opportunities arranged
for them. One may speak grandly of
national destiny. But destiny, in a de-
veloping country, often comes down
to whether the lights stay on, whether
credit is horiestly priced, whether the
school teaches, whether the road con-

nects, whether the permit is given by
rule rather than favour.

And now history, in its malicious
humour, has added a further burden.
The new government must govern not
only amid inherited fragility, but amid
a turbulent world. The war in the Mid-
dle East has already begun to trouble
Bangladesh’s energy arithmstic. With
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz
disrupted and LNG deliveries from
Qatar suspended, what was once a
distant war has entered our fuel chain,
our fertiliser chain and our calcula-
tions of price and supply. Gas must

: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1_1, 2026

this democratic language to an ambi- be rationed, fertiliser production has

tious economic horizon: the aspiration glready been curtailed and every delay

of a trillion-dollar economy by 2034. at sea threatens to reappear on land as

In a country so long blighted by the in- ¢ostlier power, tighter transport, indus-

flation of slogans and the shrinkage of irial disruption, and a fresh inflation-

institutions, the interesting thing was ary unease. When a narrow waterway

not the scale of the promise, but the at- fap from our shores begins to dictate
tempt to bind prosperity to legitimacy. the mood of our markels, geography
Yet manifestos do not govern in the ‘becomes destiny once again.

abstract. They govern in the debris of . Qur region, too, is not a meadow of
what they inherit. And what this gov- stability. South Asia remains prey to
ernment inherited was no small mat- | sirategic suspicion, unsettled borders,
ter. The World Bank estimates Bangla- yneven growth, tion pressures
desh’s real GDP growth fell to 4.0 per and the permanent temptation of po-
cent in FY2025, down from 4.2 per litical simplification. In such a neigh-
cent in FY2024, marking a third con- hourhood, a government cannot afford
secutive annual slowdown. Develop- gither romanticism or vanity. It must
ment expenditure contracted by 25.5 e serious. It must be plain in its pri-
per cent in FY2025. Gas shortages, the  prities. It must erstand that sover-
eignty in our age s not chest-thumping
rhetoric but competence: food, energy,
education, order, credibility.

Qo

In this seiting, the prime minister’s
preferred idiom of leadership matters.
Much in public life today is theatre:
sirens, entourages, waste, upholstered
o At o ot B
straint, sobriety, a notion of office as

trusteeship than One

is reminded, inevitably, of the Tslamic

ideal of servant leadership associated
in our moral imagination with Umar
ibn al-Khattab: power as burden, not
banquet; authority as answerability,
not ornament. In a poor country, per-
sonal frugality in leadership is not
cosmetic. It is pedagogic. It tells the
political class that the age of indulgent
government must end.

As for the cabinet, one should resist
both cynicism and flattery. It is neither
a gathering of miracle-workers nor a
council of mediocrities. It appears, fac-
tually, to be a mixed formation: senior
political veterans, recognised party fig-
ures, some technocratic appointments,
and a few first-time parliamentarians
shaped by the upheavals of recent years.
Outside observers have already noted
both the weight of the old guard and
the inclusion, at junior levels, of newer
protest-era voices. That seems a fair de-
scription. A cabinet in a recovering de-
mocracy need not be glamorous; it must
be competent, cohesive and capable of
learning in public. On that count, cau-
tious optimism is a legitimate stance.

For my own part, serving now in
government after years in democratic
struggle, I feel most sharply the moral
urgency of education. If pelitics is to
mean anything beyond the capture of
office, it must alter the life chances of
children, In primary and mass educa-
tion, we are working under the prime
minister's instructions to remake the
primary school into something more
than a holding pen of attendance and
certificates. It must become a vault of
learning: the place where language is
formed, numeracy secured, curiosity
dignified, discipline humanised and
the future made less accidental.

This is especially urgent because
our present literacy claims, though
often repeated with bureaucratic sat-
isfaction, still conceal a harsher truth.
Bangladesh's literacy rate for those
aged seven and above was reported
at 74 per cent in 2022, and functional
literacy at 77.9 per cent in 2023. But
literacy that means little more than
name-writing, form-filling or ritual
survival in the paper economy is not
enough. A nation cannot modernise
on signature-literacy alone. It requires
real literacy: reading with comprehen-
sion, writing with clarity, reasoning
with confidence.
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Rashad Ahamad

SEVERAL thousand Bang-
ladeshi migrant workers
bound for Gulf countries are
passing their days in uncer-
tainty after flights have been
suspended following the
Middle East conflict.

Since the United States

on Iran on February 28, at
least 539 flights from Bang-
ladesh to major migrant
worker destinations in the
Guilf have been cancelled,
officials said.

Authorities estimate that
more than 30,000 Bang-
ladeshi migrant workers

country, while many new-
ly recruited workers have

| also failed to join their jobs
abroad on time due to flight
disruptions.

Many migrant workers
fear losing their jobs as their
visas or eniry permils are
nearing expiry or have al-
ready expired, while the sit-
uation in the region remains
volatile.

State minister for the
expatriates’ - welfare and
overseas employment Md
Nurul Hoque said that four
destination countries — Ku-
wait, Qatar, Bahrain, and
the United Arab Emirates
— had assured Bangladesh
that migrant visas would be
extended by one month.

Other Gulf countries,
including the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and Oman,
however, have yet to clarify

_ their positions.

‘We are in communica-
tion with them in all possi-
ble ways and they are posi-
tive but did not confirm us
anything,’ he told New Age
on Sunday.

Amid such uncertainties,
the expatriates’ welfare min-
istry on Saturday issued a
public notice asking strand-
ed migrants bound for Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the
UAE, Oman, and Bahrain

|

to apply for visa extensions
if their documents had al-
ready expired or were about -
to expire.

have been stranded in the TS

Meanwhile, the foreign
ministry spokesperson and
also director general of the
Public Diplomacy Wing,
SM Mahbubul Alam, said

Gulf countries so that the
migrant workers failing
lo reach the destination

and Israel launched attacks countries befare expiry of

their visas did not face any
problem due to flight dis-
ruptions amid the ongoing
conflict across the Gulf,
_'The foreign ministry is
]ni.utlgi working with .the
expatriates’ welfare inis-
try on this particular issue
so that our migrant work-
s don't face any problem
due to the cancellation of
flights to their destination
countries in the Middle
East,’ he said. :

Wage Earners' Welfare
Board director general Bar-
rister Md Golam Sorwar
Bhuiyan said that over

300 stranded migrants had
contacted them so far over
their flight problems.

Since the migrants are
already aware about the
flight suspensions and the
crisis in Middle East they
were waiting, he said.

‘Once the flights start
we would get to know
the accurate number of
the stranded migrants,” he
added.

The Middle East re-
mains the principal des-
tination for Bangladeshi
migrant workers,  with
about 60 lakh people of the
country having migrated
to the region over decades.

Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit
founding chair and Dhaka
University political sci-
ence professor Tasneem
Siddiqui urged the gov-
ernment to intensify dip-
lomatic efforts with desti-
nation countries to protect
the migrants® jobs.

‘If the government can't
handle the situation prop-
erly, the migration-based
employment sector might
face another major set-

" Data from the Wage
Earners' Welfare Board
show that the highest
number of flight suspen-
sions occurred on routes
to Saudi Arabia, where
145 flights were cancelled.
Saudi Arabia alone em-
ploys about 67 per cent of
the Bangladeshi migrant
workers.

Flights to other desti-
nations were also heavily
disrupted, including 129
flights to the UAE, 62 to
Qatar, and 35 to Kuwait as
of Saturday.

Many migrants who
travelled back to Bangla-
desh for short vacations
have also been unable to
return to their workplaces.

Md Imran Hossain, 43, a
Bangladeshi migrant work-
er in Qatar from Faridganj
in Chandpur, said that he
came home on February 22
on a 12-day vacation.

I rescheduled my flight
three times till March 11,
but I still could not return
to Qatar because flights
kept getting cancelled,’ he
said.

After working abroad
for three years, Imran
said that he had hoped to
spend some guality time
with his family during the
vacation.

‘Now everything has
turned uncertain. I am
worried about returning to
my job. If I can’t go back, it
will severely affect my life
and livelihood,' he said.

Other migrants also ex-
pressed deep anxiety over
the uncertain situation,
saying that they had no
clear information about
when flights would re-
sume or whether their vi-
sas would remain valid.

They urged the govern-
ment to intensify nego-
tiations with destination
countries so that migrants
stranded due to the war
were granted flexibility
regarding visa validity and
job permits.
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stuck migrant workers

Sheikh Mehedi Hasan,
another Bangladeshi mi-
grant from Narail who se-
cured a job in Kuwait, said
that he had spent about Tk
8 lakh to obtain the em-
ployment.

‘Everything was fine
until March 3, when my
flight was cancelled,’ he
said.

His visa is scheduled to
expire on March 13, rais-
ing fears that he may lose
the opportunity to join the
job. _

‘T have invested a huge
amount of money to get
this job. If I can't join my
work on time, it will cause
a massive financial loss to
me,’ Mehedi said.

Officials said that the
government was closely
monitoring the situation
and communicating with
destination countries.

Meanwhile, the conflict
has already affected Bang-
ladeshi migrants living in
the ME region

So far, four Bangladeshi
and 23 others injured in
missile or drone attacks

ifferent Gulf countries
‘hostilities began.

v strikes after large-scale

attacks on its territory by
the United States and Is-
rael on February 28. The
conflict has since contin-
ued across the region.
Reports indicate that
at least 1,300 people have
been killed and many oth-
ers injured in the ongoing
hostilities, raising  con-
cerns about the safety of
millions of migrant work-
ers, including Bangladesh-
is, across the Middle East.

back,’ she warned. -
we
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'RMG sector faces headwinds,

outlook cautiously moderate: BB

Report says economic recovery of importing nations, diversification, |

global supply chain stability

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Readvmade garment (RMG) export
performance in the coming quarters will
largely depend on the pace of économic
recovery in major importing countries,
stabilisation of global supply chains,
and the ability of the sector to diversify
products and markets, the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) said in a report.

The nearterm outlook for the
readymade garments industry will
remain *cautiously moderate,” reflecting
a combination of external demand
uncertainty and emerging opportunities
in key export markets, according to
the “Quarterly Review of Readymade
Garments (RMG): October-December of
FY26" by the BB.

“Strengthening logistics, enhancing
productivity and expanding into higher
value apparel segments might be critical
for maintaining the competitiveness
of Bangladesh in the global garment
market,” the BB said.

The RMG sector continued 1o occupy
the dominant share in the export basket
of Bangladesh, accounting for 80.36
percent of total export earnings during
the October-December period of fiscal
vear (FY) 2026.

Amid persistent global demand
uncertainty, the sector saw a contraction,
with earnings reaching $9.74 billion, a
599 percent decline from the $10.36
billion recorded during the same period
in the previous fiscal year.

Global demand conditions,

inflationary pressures in importing
countries, shifts in consumer spending
patterns, and supply chain adjustments
continue to influence order volumes and
export receipts, the BB said.

In addition, production costs, exchange
rate mpvements, and logistical conditions
play a considerable role in shaping the
competitiveness of Bangladesh's garment
€Xports,

key to sector’s export growth

; Together, these trends show a large
iand resilient industry providing the bulk
‘of export earnings and employment, yet
ifacing growing short-ierm headwinds as it
'moves into the rest of FY26, the BB added.
 Product-wise shares during the second
iquarter of FY26 showed that among
RMG items, the contribution of knitwear
exports was 41.88 percent, while woven
exports was 38.48 percent:

Among non-RMG items, agricultural
products accounted for 4.40 percent, jute
goods for 3.35 percent, and leather and
leather products for 2.39 percent,

The top destinations for Bangladesh's
RMG exports during October-December
of FY26, including the United States,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Spain,
France, the Netherlands, Italy, Canada; and
Belgium, represented a 70.07 percent share.
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RMG exports on downturn to all major destinations

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh rues negative growth in
garment exports to its major
traditional destinations like the
European Union and the United States
and in emerging non-traditional ones
so long this fiscal year amid external
headwinds.

Exporters and trade officials say
global trade and tariff tensions and
wars cast dampers on demand for
clothing 2ll over the export market,
throwing exports on a negative
trajectory over the last eight months.
Germany, France, Italy, Denmark,
Spain, the Netherlands and Poland
are billion-dollar markets in the EU.
shipments to those countries during
the eight months of the current fiscal
year 2025-26 recorded negative
growth ranging from 8.0 per cent to
aver 12 per cent, save a few where
marginal growth was recorded in
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data.
Shipments to the Netherlands
recorded a sluggish 0.24-percent,
Spain 3.03-percent and Poland 7.03-
percent growth respectively.

TOTAL
EXPORTS

FY26

FY25

negative growth in exanr{ tothe 27-
nation bloc of EU. -

Bangladesh received US$12.68 billion

i garment export to the EU during
the July-February period of 2025-26
ina fall from USS13.42 billion in the
corresponding period of the fiscal

'FY26 RMG EXPORTS SLOW

The downturn shown in 15 nations
alsoresulted ina 5.49-percent

RMG exports on do

(2024-24", EPB data showed.
Out of the $12.68-billion earnings,

| FROM PAGE1COL7

new destinations - including Japan, Australia,
India, Korea, Mexico, Russia and Turkey,
decreased by 5.38 percent to 24.38 per cent
year on year.

Earnings from non-traditional markets
during the period stood at US$4.24 billion,

which was USS 4.52 billion,

Industry insiders attribute the marginal rise to
weak consumer demand in advanced and
emerging markets alike, driven by high living
costs, sluggish global growth, ongoing
geopolitical tensions and the raging US-Israel
war on Iran,

Asked about the trade situation, Mohammad
Hatem, president of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA), said the performance reflected a
broader slowdown on the global apparel
market and the impact is same for almost all
manufacturing countries like that on
Bangladesh.

"Uncertainty and disruptions, including the
impact of new US tariff regimes, have
dampened demand," he told The Financial
Express, adding that the Iran war is further
deteriorating the market scenario.

With an elected political government now in
office, he expects a stable local environment.
He foretells that negative growth might
continue until June,

Talking to the FE writer, Inamul Hag Khan,
vice president of Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), said the rising cost of living due to
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knitwear accounted for Us$ 7.54
billion, down from US$ 8.10 billion in
a 6.86-percent decline.

Similarly, earnings from woven items
during the period also marked 3.42-
percent fall to US$5.13 billion, down
from US$5.31 billion.

Readymade garment shipments to
non-traditional markets also

turn to all major

highinflation forced consumers to prioritise
essential needs over clothing purchases.
"And following the slow demand, buyers are
also purchasing less."

The Russia-Ukraine war, US tariffs, trade
tensions have eaten up demand while Iran
war's impact is severe, he said, adding that
negative growth might continue for next six
months.

He notes that India and Bangladesh are affected
much while Vietnam and Cambodiaare doing
better despite all the challenges.

He, however, says the local currency is depreciating
against the US dollar which is not 'bad'.

He expects that currency devaluation would
further sustain after Eid.

Despite the overall weakness, two traditional
destinations--Canada and the UK--showed
some growth of 3.08 per cent and 1.22 per
centrespectively during the period.

Exports to Canada and the UK stood at
USS871.58 million and US52.96 billion
respectively, according to the EPB data. |
Meanwhile, exports to the United States,
Bangladesh's single-largest apparel market,
increased by less than 1.0 per cent to US5$5.02
billien during the period under review, up
from USS 5.06 billion in the same period a
year ago.

Overall, Bangladesh's total RMG exports fell

3.73 per cent year on year to US$25.79 billion
in the first eight months of FY2025-26,
compared with US526.79 billion during the
same period of the last fiscal year.

Munni_fe@vahoo.con

. © Highglobal inflation
; © Weak consumer demand
@ US tariff tensions

- © Russia-Ukraine war
© Middle East conflict

© Rising freight & supply

Major EU Markets
with Decline
- Germany

- France

- |taly

+ Denmark

+ Spain

- Poland

« Netherlands

disruptions

marked a 6.34-percent fall during
the bygone eight months of fiscal
2025-26, reflecting persistent
global demand weakness and
economic uncertainty across key
economies, data analysis showed.
Official counts show that exports to
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Certain intersections
in Dhaka have
effectively become
temporary
marketplaces where
working people sell
their labour. Their

- stories are about
surviving in the
capital amid daily
uncertainty and the
constant pressure to
earn a living

FEATURE
ASMA SULTANA PROVA AND
JUNAYET RASHEL

hile most of the city’s residents
Ware still in deep sleep, some
people have to leave their
beds even hefore the first light of dawn

spreads across the sky, heading out in

search of a livelihood.
At different intersections, ipen
squares, and busy roadsides of the/cap:

ital, they begin to gather one by one.
They wait from dawn to dusk. If fortune
favours, they find work; if not, they
have to return home empty-handed for
the day.

Panthapath, Moghbazar Rail Gate,
FDC intersection, Mirpur-1, or Gabtoli
Bus Stand — such sights can be found
across different parts of the capita_l,]

L

If fortune favours, they find work; if not, they have to return home empty-
handed for the day.

= [nside Dhaka’s inform
labour markets

b

If I work as a labourer
in the village all day,
Learn about Tkyo0

to Tkso0. In Dhaka, I
gel double that. Some
money renains in my
hand. I can send il
haome. That's why I stay
here.

EI‘LFIQUL ISLAM
DAY LABOURER

We are talking about workers who

stand at various intersections across,
Dhaka to sell their labour. Most of them

are day labourers, They themselves call
the place where they gather a “labour
market.” They live hand-to-mouth. Only
if they find work on a given day can they
secure food for the next.

That is why their waiting begins at
dawn. If a contractor, a homeowner, or
someone involved in construction work
arrives and offers them a joh, they get a
chance to earn some money.

Some among them are completely
destitute, with nathing to their name;
others have learned certain skills and
become somewhat experienced work-
ers.

Yet, this hardly makes a significant
difference, Although their situations
may slightly vary, their struggles are
almost the same. Their stories are about
surviving in the capital amid daily un-
certainty and the constant pressure to
earn a living.

TUESDAY 17.03.2026

What dﬂves them from

village to Dhaka

Md Ziaul Islam is a resident of Chapain-
awabganj. This day labourer in his 50s|
has been working in the “labour market”
for around five years.

Back in his village, he has a small
family consisting of his wife and four
children, Before coming to Dhaka, Ziaul
mainly earned his living through Earm-
ing. Cultivating crops on his grandfa
ther's five bighas of land used to pto\ride
enough income to support the family,

But that peace did not last long.

' Trouble began over the ownership of]|
the land.

“Earlier, [ used to farm on my grand-
father’s land. After he passed away, my
elder uncle started claiming the land as
his own, 1 couldn’t really fight him over

it. But you can’t survive without food
either. Thinking of my family, [ came to
Dhaka to earn a living,” Ziaul said.

The early days in Dhaka were not easy
for Ziaul. He wandered from place to
place looking for work, and many days

he could not find any. It also took him|
time to adjust to the unfamiliar environ-|

ment of the city. Along with that, he had
to endure severe financial hardship.

However, he believes he has managed
to overcome those difficulties. Now, he
says, his situation is somewhat better.

But the story of Rafiqul from Paikga-
cha in Khulna is different. Back in the
village, he had started a small business
with his own capital. It ran fairly well for
about a year, and he was living happily
with his family.

But then he started suffering heavy
losses and lost everything. Left with noth-
ing, he too set out for Dhaka, From a fa-
miliar person in his area, he learned about
these temporary labour markets. And so,

putting aside all other worries, he came to|
Dhaka in the hope of changing his fortune. —

“After suffering the loss, | didn’t know

what to do. Later p T O
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Inside Dhaka’s informal labour markets

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

1 heard about this place from others and came
here, Now I try to do whatever work people give
me. 1 have to feed not only myself but also my
wife and children,” Rafiqul explained.

Another worker, Shahin from Satkhira, explains
that staying in the village does not provide the kind
of regular income oppaortunities that exist here,

He said, “Living in a shared mess costs around
Tk6,000-7,000 a month, | can still save some
money. [ manage to send around Tkzo0,000 home
every month. I wouldn’t have been able to do that
if [ stayed in the village.”

We spoke with another worker, Rafiqul Islam,
at the Panthapath intersection. His home is in
Belabo upazila of Narsingdi district. About seven
years ago, he came to Dhaka in search of work.

He had no acquaintances in the city, nor did
he find opportunities for other types of work.
Without any capital, starting a business was also
out of the question. After wandering in search of
employment, he eventually began working as a
day labourer,

Apart from physical labour, Rafiqul does not
have any specialised skills. As a day labourer, he
earns around Tk7oo to Tk8oo per day. However,
work is not available every day. By the end of the
month, he isleft with an average income of about
Tk12,000 to Tkis,0o0. When he returns home
every three or four months, he can at least take
some money with him. For that reason, he rarely
considers leaving this profession.

Qver time, Rafiqul's range of work has expand-

ed, Sometimes he carries bricks, rods, and cement
at construction sites. At other times, he helps load
and unload goods at houses. He also carries fur-
niture during house relocations or does digging
work when needed. He says that most days he
waorks at construction sites. Carrying heavy loads
and lifting them to higher floors of buildings is ex-
tremely demanding work. At the end of the day,
the wages are small, but he still feels happy if he
gets work—because he sees no other option.

In Rafiqul’s words, “If | work as a labourer in
the village all day, I earn about Tk400 to Tkso0.
In Dhaka, I get double that. Some money remains -
in my hand. | can send it home. That's why I stay
here.”

Hazards of the job

Finding work does not mean all their worries are
over. They often face various problems even after
being hired. Sometimes they work the whole day
but never receive their wages. Some employers
say they will pay “later” and then avoid them. But
that promised payment rarely comes,

Shahin expresses his frustration, “After mak-
ing us work all day, they say they’ll pay later. But
that ‘later’ never comes. It feels really frustrating.”

In addition, there is no safety protection. If
someone gets injured while working, the em-
ployer usually does not take responsibility. The
burden of medical treatment falls entirely on the
workers themselves. Sometimes, they also com-
plain that a portion of their rightful wages is un-
fairly deducted.
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“Labour migration hits
a wall with several key
markets shut
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migrants.
Saudi Arabia.

In fiscal 202425 Bangladesh
received $30.32 billion in remittances, of
which $4.26 billion or 14 percent came
from migrant workers in Saudi Arabia,
acconding to Bangladesh Bank data.

Experts say such heavy reliance on a
single market raises economic risks for
Bangladesh.

Industry insiders have pointed out
several key reasons for the weakening of
Bangladesh's labour migration system
~ fraudulent practices in the migration
process, aggressive recruitment, bribes
for visas and syndicate control.
MALAYSIA: NO BREAKTHROUGH
Nearly 450,000 Bangladeshi workers
migrated 1o Malaysia between August
2022 and April 2024 after the country
reopened its labour market in 2021

However, more than 18,000 workers
missed their departure deadline and
remain stranded.

Upon taking office, the interim
government held a series of talks with
the Malaysian authorities and urged
them to resume recruitment. During
a visit to Malaysia, the then adviser
Asif Nazrul said the country would
recruit a large number of workers from

. Bangladesh.

4

imposed 10
for recruiting

Instead, Malaysia
stringent  conditions
workers.

Several high-level meetings,
including one involving Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim during
his Dhaka visit in October 2024,
produced assurances bul no concrete
results.

Expressing his frustration, one of
the stranded workers, Khijir Islam from
Manikganj, said, “We have been hearing
promises for months. How long are we
supposed to wait?"

UAE RESTRICTIONS

The UAE, Bangladesh’s second-largest
labour market in the Middle East,
has remained largely shut since 2013,
Unofficial estimates suggest that
around 12 lakh Bangladeshis currently
work there.

In July 2024, the UAE quietly
restricted both work and visit visas
after some migrants protested there
in solidarity with the quota reform
movement in Bangladesh.

During the World Governments
Summit in Dubai last year, Muhammad
Yunus, the then chief adviser, urged
UAE, ministers to lift the ban, but no
progress followed.
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An official from the expatriates’
wellare and overseas employment
ministry confirmed that no visit or work
visas were issued last year, indicating
that the restrictions remain in place.

Many workers aspiring to go the UAE
are on the verge of losing hope. One of
them is Abdul Hashim from Khulna.

“I submitted my passport more than
a year ago, but my application for a
work visa has not been processed yet,”
he told this correspondent.
SHRINKING MARKETS
Over the past decade, Oman, Bahrain,
the Maldives, Libya, and Brunei have
periodically closed theirlabour markets
to Bangladeshi workers.

Oman suspended recruitment in
September 2024 due to document forgery
and violations of visa conditons, while the
Maldives halted visas, citing m'egu]a:rm

Prof Tasneem Siddiqui, acting
executive director of the Refugee and
Migratory Movements Research Unit,
said there should be a proper study to
identify the causes of these closures.

“Accountability must be ensured
if recruiting agencies send workers
abroad without job confirmation.”

She underscored the need for
strengthening pre-migration training
and aligning workers with suitable jobs.

Shariful Hasan, associate director of
BRAC's Migration and Youth Initiatives
Programme, said Bangladesh's

labour market is hhrum1ng day by day
due to fraud, visa “trade”, and poor
governance,

He further said that geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East could
further disrupt labour demand.

“If conflicts involving Iran, [srael
and the US escalate, it could affect
regional economies and reduce labour
recruitment in Gulf countries,” he
warned.

Pointing out Bangladesh's heavy
dependence on Saudi labour market, he
said, “Any shock to that market would
put enormous pressure on Bangladesh's
labour sector and remittance flow.”

Ali Ha.ldEl' Chowdhury, former

secretary general of the Bangladesh
A:soaauun of International Remuung
Agencies, said that during the interim
government’s tenure, no meaningful steps
were taken to reopen closed marlets.

“Promises were made, but the final
result was zero,” he said.

GOVT PLAN

Md Nurul Haque, state minister for
expatriates’ welfare and overseas
employment, said the government is
making diplomatic efforts to reopen
overseas labour markets, including
Bahrain, Oman and the UAE

Regarding the Malaysian labour
market, he said a list of companies, which
have met the recruitment conditions,
has already been sent to the Malaysian
authorities, but they are yet to respond.

The government will step up efforts
to expand opportunities for skilled
migration, he said, citing an agreement
to send 100,000 workers to Japan over
five years.

However, experts warn that unless
Bangladesh reforms its overseas
recruitment system and diversifies
labour destinations, ongoing
geopolitical instability and market
closures could place even greater
pressure on the country’s overseas
employment sector.

Labour migration hits a wall
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TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026,

3 killed in road
accident in
Moulvibazar

Staff Correspondent - Sylhet

THREE people, including the
driver of a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw, were killed and
i e e
critically in a head-on colli-
sion with a speeding micro-
bus at Shrimanga.l upa' zila
in Moulvibazar on Monday

evening.
Awlad Migh, meml
of Kalapur union parishad
of Shrimangal upazila, said
that the auto-rickshaw driver

me

'WMM

Abdul Hannan, 50, could be
identified but the identities of
its two passengers were not
known immediately after the
accident.

He said that the deadly
accident took place on the
Shﬂ!nﬂngal_mﬂmw
at Lamua area of Kalapur un-
e dt about 6:00pm Whﬂn
Moulvibazar district  town
smashed into the auto-rick-
shaw from opposite direction.
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Bangladesh Sanghad
Sangstha - Khulna

MEMBERS of the Bang-
ladesh Coast Guard early
Tuesday rescued six fish-
ermen who had been held
hostage by the notorious
‘Nana Bhai' pirate gang in
Sundarban.

The rescue operation
was conducted in the Kali
Khal area adjacent to the
Shibsa River, following a
tip-off, coast guard officials
said.

According to Lieutenant
Commander Sabbir Alam
Sujon, media officer of the
coast guard, the fishermen

Ft‘bidu&’lﬁqw Hﬁmzcvlia

@%mm%mm

while they were fishing and
collecting crabs in Sundar-
ban.

The pirates rteportedly
held them captive and sub-
jected them to torture in an
attempt to extort ransom.

The incident came to
light after a relative of one
of the victims informed
the coast guard through its
emergency hotline 16111,
stating that his brother
had been held hostage for
around 10 days.

Acting on the informa-
tion, coast guard personnel
from Nalian Outpost car-
ried out a special operation
early Tuesday.

tha nnﬁrﬁgi nmn.

H :——DNESDAY MARCH 18, 2056.
Six fishermen rescued

from Sundarban

‘Ramzan Ali, 36, Rezwan,

I <

BB e —d

six fishermen were rescued
from the pirates’ custody.
However, sensing the pres-
ence of law enforcers, the
pirates fled into the forest,
leaving the hostages be-
hind. No arrests could be
made.

The rescued fishermen
Rafiqul, 30, Alamin, 26, and
Ismail Shana, 24, from Koy-
ra upazila of Khulna, and

22, and Mia Raj, 18, from

Shyamnagar upazila® of
Satkhira were under coast
guard care.

Officials said that neces-

procedures were un-

derway to hand them over

tu_ﬂl%igmnpﬁtive families.
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Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST 26 migrants, in-
cluding 21 Bangladeshis,
were rtescued from the
Mediterranean Sea after 22
other migrants died duringa
gix-day ordeal at sea off the
Greek coast while attempt-
ing to reach Europe from
Libya, reports agencies.

Whether any Bangladesh
nationals were among the
deceased could not be con-
firmed immediately.

Twenty migrants hoping
to reach Europe died off the
coast of Greece after spend-
ing six days adrift in a rub-
ber boat, survivors told the
Greek coastguard on Sal-
urday, the Agence France-

ens, Greece.

The Greek coastgnard
said that 26 people, includ-
ing a woman and a minor,

Presse repdr_tad from Ath-

22 migrants
die in sea

21 Bangladeshis among 26 rescue
from Mediterranean Sea

on March 21, heading for
Greece, a key gateway for mi-
grants seeking asylum in the
European Union.

‘During the journey, the
passengers lost their bearings
and remained at sea for six
days without food or water,’
the coastguard said, adding
that the bodies of those who
died were thrown into the sea
on the orders of one of the
sm ; '
Greek authorities #rrested
two youths as suspected
smugglers, one a South Suda-
nese, 19, and another aged 22
VEedrs.

They are under investiga-
tion on charges of illegal entry
and negligent homicide.

The wvessel carrying the
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migrants was located about

53 nautical miles south of(
Ierapetra, where it faced unfa-
vourable weather conditions. |

A coastguard  spokesman
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were rescued late Friday by
a vessel of the European Bor-
der and Coast Guard Agency
off the island of Crete.

Survivors said that the
bodies of those who died
were thrown into the sea
during the journey.

Two survivors were taken
to hospital in Heraklion, the-

said that harsh weather, along .
with a shortage of food and 5 \‘_)
water, led to the death of 22 ;
migrants due to exhaustion.

According to the Interna- Wﬁ?‘-ﬂﬁ@&oﬁ. 9
tional Organization for Migra- @ ifes efefR
tion, at least 559 people died :
in the Meditérranean Sea dur- miﬁ%ﬁ%mﬁw fﬁ":
ing January and February this 270 PRl e
gaw wige fares e foq we

year, compared with 287 in
the same period last year.

coastguard said. (ST MY et U 5 2P
Bangladesh ambassador (Ffem?) Tfete | <@ TONHNSE
to Greece Nahida Rahman e fim o/ mee ey fAvem Tl
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The Bangladesh Trade Union Centre brings out a process

i

on with several demands, including

the outstanding wages and bonus equivalent to one mgonth's salary by the Ramadan 20, on the

Topkhana Road in Dhaka on Sunday.

— New Age photo

Day labourer family shocked
as fire kills 21 goats,

Our Correspondent -
Barishal

A DAY labourer's family has
been left devastated after fire
gutted their home and killed
21 goats and two cows al
Babuganj in Barishal early
Sunday.

The fire started around
10:00pm at the house of Mu-
jammel at Shilandia
village of Birshreshtha Jahan-
gir Nagar union under Babu-
ganj and extinguished after
two hours.

On Sunday morning
Babuganj upazila nirbahi of-
ficer Asma Ul Husna visited
the home and assured the af-

that they received the infor-
mation at around 10:25pm
and went the spot within half
an hour.

‘By the time we reached,
locals  extinguished = the
blaze. We later learned that
21 guats,twomwsandtha
dwelling house were com-
pletely destroyed. The esti-
mated loss may be around
Tk 4 lakh,' said the fire ser-
vice official.

He added that prelimi-
nary findings suggest the fire
might have originated from a
mosquito coil.

People of the area said that
a mosquito coil had been lit
inside the cowshed to protect
the animals from mosquito
bites, and the fire might have
started from there.

People of the area said that

two cows

the incident was horrifying,
saying that the cries of the
deeply shaken.

During the visit of the
house, journalist found Mu-
jammel grieving beside the
charred remains of his live-
stock.

Mujammel said, T do not
know how [ will survive
without the livestock. These
animals were my only assets.’

He said that the blaze left
him destitute. ‘Only one cow
and three goats survived but
rest were severely burnt.’

has taken everything away in
a moment, Mozammel said
that he used to run his family
by selling goats, while milk
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RMG unit
reopening,

payment
demanded
Staff Correspondent

ment Workers Federation
on Thursday at a rally in
Dhaka called on Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party
| government to take steps
for reopening the gar-
ment factories which were
closed during 18 month

ment.

The leaders also called
on the government and
garment factory owners to
take steps to pay wage and
festival allowance of the
workers before Ramadan
20.

The federation organ-
ised the rally in front of the
National Press Club where
its president Amirul Haque
Amin chaired.

Amirul Haque Amin
said at the rally that low-
paid garment workers
would not be able to en-
joy Eid festival if they
did not get their wage and
festival allowance by Ram-
adan 20,

General secretary Mo-
hammad - Rafiqul Islam,
central leaders Jesmin Ak-
ter, Mohammad Kabir. Hos-
sain, Monira Munni and
others spoke at the rally.

The rally was followed
by a protest procession
that paraded several city

rule of the interim govern-

Wﬁ?x - [ — ;
N i P (NGWF) . 05.03.2026

4

- =

The National Garment Workers Federation brings outa procession with several demands, including the reopening of closed apparel factories
and the payment of wages and the Eid bonus of the workers in tjime, on the Topkhana Road in Dhaka on Thursday.

— New Age photo
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LABOUR LAW AMENDMENT

“H : SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026,

Transformation of ordinance
into law demanded

Staff Correspondent

LEADERS Of the Bang-
ladesh Trade Union Fed-
eration on Saturday urged
the parliament to enact
the Bangladesh labour act
amendment  ordinance,
2025 in the next ses-

sion for the welfare of the

waorkers,

The federation made the
demand at a human chain
in front of the National
Press Club in the capital.

“" Addressing the. human
chain as the chair, the fed-
eration acting president
Taslima Akhter said that
the parliament has already
accepted 133 reform pro-
posals developed during
the interim government’s
rule, noting that the pro-
posals were important for
the welfare of the workers

She gi ed on the gov-

ernment of Bangladesh
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The Banglaﬁash Trade Union Federation holds-a rally, calling on the government to adopt the Labour Ordinance 2025 in the

pan_l'al‘ﬁént to make It a law, in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka on Saturday. — New Age photo
! Jahangir- wan, Anjan Das, Belal Hos- The rally was followed
the labour amendment or- nagar University Hasan sain, Aparajita Deb, Nurul by a protest procession
dinance 2025 in the parlia- Ashraf, labour leaders Haque and others spoke in that paraded several city
ment. Bachchu Bhuiyan, Ailf De- the human chain rally. roads. FE
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