qfG-v /a/F (1% o) TS o, @E-30( T ) (S S[IFE 9o, Bl-330b
Z-15%: bils(@citech.net, www.bilsbd.org




WA @ D

L (R EC]




5UND

Y, FEBRUARY 1, 2026,

lree ey

green tra

BANGLADESH'S ready-
~made garment manufactur-
ers urged global apparel
brands to ensure fairer pric-
ing for environmentally
compliant factories to sus-
tain the green transition.

They said that substan-
tial private investment in
green production was yet to
yield meaningful financial
returns, despite improved
global branding and order
priority.

They were speaking at
a teceplion ceremony for
HAMS Garments Limited,
in recognition for achiev-
ing the highest score among
green factories worldwide,
organised by the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association.

In January, Gazipur-based
HAMS Garments Limited
obtained a platinum cer
tificate of the United States
Green Building Council's
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design un-
der  the O+M: FExisting
Buildings v4.1 rating sys-
tem, achieving a world re-
cord score of 108 out of 110,

According to the BG-
MEA, the total number of
LEED-certified green facto-
ries reached 273, of which
115 were platinum-rated,
139 gold-rated, 15 silver-
rated and 4 certified. Of the
world’'s top 100 highest-
rated green factories, 69 are
located in Bangladesh.

Industry insiders said
that one factory after an-
other was securing top-tier
LEED green certification,
but buyers must now ‘step
up’ by rewarding sustaina-
ble producers through better
prices and long-term finan-
Icialincentives.

RMG makers seek

he said, adding that the ex-
isting reduced corporate
tax rate for green factories
should not be withdrawn af-
ter its initial tenure ends.

The government in 2022
cut corporate tax for LEED-
certified factories fo 10 per
cent from 12 per cent for
gix years, alongside allow-
ing a 0.17 per cent advance
income tax refund for such
umnits.
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that buyers are not yet in-
creasing prices, l}e said that
the green ftransition gave
manufacturers a sense of
achievernent.

‘We want a day when
all factories in Bangladesh
would be green,’ he said.

fair prices from
buyers to sustain
nsition

HAMS Group managing

BGMEA director Faisal
Samad said that establishing
a green factory required sig-
nificant capital investment,
which manufacturers were
currently bearing largely on
their own.

It is good for our envi-
ronment, but now buyers
should provide some finan-
cial rewards to encourage
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“Now it is time for both SNAE Frerad

transition across the supply
chain.
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buyers and the government
to play their part,’ he said.
He noted that although
the Bangladesh Bank had a
Green Transformation Fund,
accessing it remained diffi-
cult due to bureaucratic hur-
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Director Faruque Hassan
said that Bangladesh had
been continuously break-
ing its own records in green
manufacturing, with one
RMG unit surpassing anoth-
er in LEED scares.

‘LEED certification is
helping our branding and

global image, hut financially
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it has not brought"real ben- _' :

efits yet,’ he said.

He said that manufactur-
ers had repeatedly explained
to buyers that while they
were investing heavily in
sustainability, the prices of-

fered had not increased ac-

cordingly.
Although green factories
are getting priority in orders,

s

Wm}:iﬁﬁmmﬁsﬁmﬁimﬂﬁwlwﬁ —tm

fair pricing must be ensured,
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RMG exports to US fall in value
and volume amid higher tariffs

MONIRA MUNNI

‘Bangladesh's ready-made garment
(RMG) exports to its largest destination,
the United States, declined both in value
and volume year on year in November
2025 as higher tariffs dampened
demand and forced changes in work-
order patterns.

Although averall apparel export growth
during the January-November 2025
period still maintained double-digit
expansion, shipments in November fell
for the second consecutive month.
Exports declined by 14.51 percent to
US$526.51 million, down from $616.27
million in November 2024, according to
the latest data from the Office of
Textiles and Apparel (Otexa), published
on January 28.

Bangladesh shipped 184.79 million
square metres of garments in November
2025, down 10.91 per cent from 207.20
million square metres in the same
month of 2024, -

In October 2025 garmentexp&rts to the
US declined by nearly 11 per cent to
$647.73 million from §732.71 milliona
year earlier.

Earlier, in May 2025, exports fell to
$548.84 million from $596.67 million
in May 2024, according to data.

Overall US apparel imperts in November
declined by 10.87 per cent in value and

14.36 per cent in volume year-on-year,
the data showed.

Meanwhile, US garment imports from
Bangladesh slowed to 12.44 per cent
growth, reaching $7.60 billion during
the January-November 20125 period,
compared with a 1.42 per cent negative

growth in overall US apparel imports,

The US imported garments worth
$71.90 billion during January-
November 2025, down from $72.93
billion in the same period of 2024,

Us garment imports from China
declined by about 34 per cent to $10.06
billion from $15.24 billion during the
first eleven months of 2024,

Vietnam retained its top position,
registering 11.38 per cent growth to earn
$15.34 billion during the January-
November 2025 period.

India recorded over 6.06 per cent
growth, earning $4.63 billion, while
Cambodia posted the highest growth of
26.15 per cent.

Indonesia saw 9.80 per cent growth,
earning $4.39 billion and $4.30 billion
respectively, according to the data.
Exporters said all garment-producing
countries, including Bangladesh, are
facing the impact of the Trump
administration's reciprocal tariff
measures, as higher tariffs have reduced
demand among US consumers.

Under the new US tariff regime effective

from August, Bangladeshi apparel
products are subject to an additional 20
per cent duty, taking the total tariff to
36 per cent.

Exporters noted that tariff ratesare
even higher for China and India,
resulting in a sharper decline in exports
from those countries.

Inamul Hag Khan, vice-president of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), said US
consumption has fallen due to high
inflation, which has pushed up prices.
Shaovon Islam, managing director of
Sparrow Group, said US buyers placed 10
to 20 per cent fewer work orders due to
high tariffs, which have also eroded
consumer demand. Besides, buyers are
changing their order patterns, he said,
adding that around 70 per cent, or Tk 20
billion, of his company's exports go to
the US.

Earlier, buyers used to place bulk orders
for products of the same design. Now
they make small changes in design, style-
or wash to make products more
fashionable and raise prices to adjust for
tariff costs, he explained.

"Tariffs have forced buyers to shift from
general to fashion items," he said,
adding that Bangladesh, which mainly
produces basic items, has been hit hard.
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RMG exports to US fall in value
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season said.
mﬁmm inventories are now close to india will then enjoy duty-free
placing higher-volume orders Wﬂﬂmm access, while Bangladesh will
after the election, noting that reduced purchasingearfierare  faceup to12 per cent dutyafter
many remained in a "wait- expected to start placing new its LDC graduation and the end
Julyand September to assess Former Bangladesh Knitwear 2029, headded.
thetariffimpact. Manufacturers and Exporters munni_fe@yahoo.com
He also said some orders from wtmw RS e
Chinaandindi, particularlyfor oot i B
S s, ORI Bangladeh st receivingthe
What exporters need nowlsa mﬂlnwkethas%
stable political governmentand 3 downturn. Some orders may
banking support to boost also have shifted to other
m""""‘m“-".‘m_ ebiter countries such as Vietnam and

) managing india.

of American & Efird Due to high tariffsin Indiaand
(Wﬂﬁﬁl}lﬂ:ibww China, both countries are
made advance shipments aggressively exploring the EU
July2025 toavoid higher market at lower prices, where
tariffs, which might beanother  Bangladesh hastraditionally
reaannformemuentdodineln been strong, said ABM

export eamings, both in value
and volume,

shamsuddin, chairmanof
Hannan Group.

Hesaidbothvalueandvolume  Bangladesh is facing stiff
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after excessive rainfall dis-
rupted jute cultivation in

Septembe_rabutmijlgmsay
the restriction has failed to
stabilise supplies.

' ing to the Jute Mill
Owners Association, mills

it said.
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Millers said that exces-
sive rainfall during May and
June hampered jute produc-
tion in the southern region.

Although the jute sea-
son began on July 1, the ex-
pected inflow of jute did not
reach major (rading huhs
in Daulatpur, Khulna and
Narayangani.

The situation worsened
after India imposed a ban
on jute export to protect its
farmers, leaving Khulna-

]hzéudma. fu'I:ltg' Kalaroa
and Pearidiing ot Himiti
mills’ ability to procure raw
materials.

tion include Daulatpur Jute
Mill, Khalishpur Jute Mill,
Star Jute Mill, Sagar Jute,
Jute Textile, Joy Jute, Habib
Agro Jute, Ayan Jute, Jessore
Jute, Nomani. Jute, Ohab
Jute, Faruk Jute, Web Iutﬁ,
Super Jute, FR Jute, Quality
Jute and Yasin Jule, among

based exporters in trouble, * others
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halt production from today R

Bang!ﬁadesh]msSpinnars
United News of Bangladesh - normal operations as raw  Taking advantage of the Associalion chairman
Khulna jute has become scarce and supply crunch, traders al- Pramanik smd.thnt]mmders
: : prices in local markets have legedly hoarded jute ille- were controlling the mar-
PRODUCTION at 23 private surged abnormally. gally in local markets, With ket and wamned that prices
jute mills in Khulna region The association has de- no export opportunities, c:?uldn.sefm'thardnetoma-
will be suspended from to- cided to shut down produc- jute prices rose sharply in nipulation by exporters.
day due to an acute shortage tion at 23 mills in Khulna markets such as Chukna- Sarjit Sarkar, acting as-
of raw jute, from Sunday, that is today. = gar, Kapilmuni, Terokhada, sistant director of the Jute

Department in Khulna, said
that raw jute was currently
selling at Tk 4,800 to Tk

sioner Lopa Saha said that
in a letter sent to relevant
departments on January 20
that no jute exports were re-
corded from Mongla Fort in
the 2025-26 financial year.
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RMG éxport at risk for Ctg port strike

FEREPORT

Operational activities at Chattogram Port, the
country's prime seaport, remained at a standstill
for a third consecutive day on Monday as port
workers continued their protest against the
planned lease of the New Mooring Container
Terminal (NCT) to Dubai-based DP World.

The angoing suspension of all cargo handling
activities at the port has created a severe crisis for
the country's import-export operations,
particularly for the ready-made garment (RMG)
sector, industry leaders warned,

They also called for urgent action to resolve the .
deadlock and restore normal port operations,

The work stoppage at the part began on January 31,
resulting in the complete paralysis of port
operations. Loading and unloading of goods,
including containers and bulk cargo, have been
suspended for three days. Workers at all levels of
the port-dock workers, terminal staff, and truck
drivers-have joined the strike.

Expressing grave concern over disruptions to port
operations, BGMEA Acting President Selim
Rahman, in a letter to Chattogram Port Authority
Chairman Rear Admiral S M Moniruzzaman on
Monday, urged immediate steps to restore smooth
operations.

The disruption has nearly halted the import and
export operations of the RMG sector, which is time-
and season-sensitive, Rahman said in his letter,
noting that timely import of raw materials,

will continue from Bamto 4pmon
Tuesday, and they have warned that the
protest will extend beyond that if the
government does not halt the process of
handing over the NCT to a foreign

operator.
Speaking to The Financial Express,
BGMEA Director Rakibul Alam
Chowdhury said that resolving the crisis
caused by the suspension of port .
operations and restoring normal
import-export activities has become
extremely urgent.
He emphasised that Chattogram Port is
the largest gateway for the garment
sector, with both raw material imparts and
exports of finished garments and other
products fully dependent on the port.
"If import activities are disrupted, the
entire production chain is affected,
which directly impacts exports, That is
why uninterrupted and normal import
and export operations are absolutely
essential," Mr. Chowdhury said.
According to him, the ongoing work
stoppage has already put exporters'
running shipment orders atrisk,
exposing them to significant financial
losses.
He warned that the situation could
further damage Bangladesh's image in
the international market, especially at a
time when global competition is
intensifying and export orders are
already under pressure.
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production, and shipment within buyers' lead time
are critically important. Failure to meet these
deadlines exposes exporters to significant financial
losses.

The BGMEA letter said that the ongoing protest by
port workers has created deep uncertainty, putting
current export orders at risk and raising fears of
further delays. :

In response to the growing crisis, BGMEA urged the
authorities to take immediate steps to resolve the
situation, including holding talks with all
stakeholders involved to bring an end to the
protests and restore normal port operations in
order to ensure the uninterrupted flow of RMG-
related imports and exports.

Meanwhile, the Port Protection Movement
Committee, which is spearheading the strike at the
Chittagong port, on Monday called an additional
24-hour work stoppage for today (Tuesday) to
press home their demand.

The workers are demanding that the government

R 1 b T Y030

halt the process of lease agreement, which they say
threatens the interests of the port and its workers
by allowing a foreign company to manage a vital
part of the country's primary seaport.

In the port city, the police intercepted a 'black~flag'
procession organised by the Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) in support of the work
stoppage.

Hundreds of activists gathered at Agrabad
Badamtali area and began marching towards the
port, but were stopped near the Jamuna Building by
the law enforcers. In response, protesters staged a
sit-in and announced plans for a port blockade at 11
am on Tuesday.

Leaders of SKOP, including Comrade Tapan Dutta,
Iftekhar Kamal Khan, and Nur Uliah Bahar, led the
procession. ,

At a press conference in Chattogram on Monday,
Humayun Kabir, Coordinator of the Port Protection
Movement Committee, said workers had
"spontaneously" ceased work in all areas of the
part, including jetties and the outer anchorage,

"No goods or containers have been |oaded or
unloaded, and no vehicles have entered the port
since January 31. The workers have joined the
protest programme spontaneously. But instead of
engaging in dialogue with the workers, the
administration is issuing one repressive transfer
order after another," he said.
The committee's planned 24-hour work stoppage
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ob loss foreshadows deeper
, _economic strain -
pment strategy away

Bangladesh needs to reorient its develoj
- from GDP—cenu'i_c policymaking towards a people-centred
meu’ﬂrk that priﬂriﬁses e]'ﬂployment; L:';::Lselz.is the impact of jobless

—~ ) . g growth more visible than in the
i fiowelts. L0 W&_ ‘_!nd mh_ﬁntﬂ, j resurgence of poverty. Accordingtoa
For much of the past decade, employment engine, the recent PPRC dialogue, poverty has
Bangladesh has been celebrated asa demographic dividend-once hailed as risen by nearly 10 percentage points
development model-an eg:onnmy a defining advantage-will slip away since 2022. One in four citizens is now
that expamit_ad rapidly while reducing - cad. Speaking at the occasion, Dr poor. One in ten is extremely poor.
poverty and 1rnprnv_ingsoclal Haossain Zillur Rahman introduced an And 18 per cent are "vulnerable non-
indicators. Yet, behind the glow of evocative phrase: Bangladesh, he poor," barely surviving above the
growth figures, aharshrealityhas c5iq s stuck ina state of "joyless poverty line and exposed to eve
been unfolding. The Iatest_ﬁ ndings  _ racilience." The economy continues financial shock. :
from the. Research and Policy to function, absorb shocks, and grow, The reasons are clear:
Integration for Deveinpmeng (RAPID) but without delivering comfort, unemployment, inflation, and
confirm what many economists have opportunity, or security to its people. declining real incomes are pushing
long feared: Bangladesh hasentered  tha rasilience no longer inspires families backward. When 15.5 per
an era of jobless growth, where optimism; it merely masks the cent of school-age children are out of
economic expansion fails to generate persistent fragility beneath. He school because their parents can no
the employment the country urgently o, jinad how, between 2016 and longer afford educational expenses-
needs. 2022, the country became trapped in and when households must cover 70
Between 2013 and 2023, the ~ atria ng.le of vicious cyc[es s percent of thtlngcoﬁ“'mw
productive sector grewat an inadequate employment generation, becomes almost inevitable. Health
: impressive annual average of 10 Per  widening inequality, and governance shocks, too, push families into debt in
. | cent. But instead of creating new jobs, .,.inerabilities tied to corruption and an underfunded healthcare system.
*| the manufacturing sector shed 1.4 entrenched vested interests. Since This is a poverty reversal rooted not

million of them. This paradox-growth
wrthnutemployment:m'arlls a litical disruptions-has neglect. Private investment has
fundamental rupturein the country's ::g::;,'c:l ik 5 pressures, exposing stagnated at 23-24 percent of GDP
development trajectory. In the deep structural weaknesses that past for more than a decade, and foreign
readymade Eﬂﬁﬂentd(llMG} SECtO,  Crowth had obscured. direct investment remains below 1.0
productivity so:red hue l::} o Overcoming this impasse, he argued, pe.rrcent-rlear signs of an economy
a:ton:natlﬂn ;n techno fag;:a_ requires three fundamental shifts: failing to expand opportunity. At the
a E:g:.:;. A mecadq@, urleSOd credible political representation, same tir_ne, the social protection

n 20 workers t.ui:épurt ﬁo ] people-centred governance and a system is fragmented, of;uttrla'tedJ and
worth US$ 1.0 H'II!' ion; today,they o wed social contract between the riddled witi'l_lnefﬁcienaes, with over
need only 94. Efficiency has state and its citizens. In other words, 20 overlapping schemes offering too

improve_d!tt_mt:mp-lag me;:-t the path out of economic stagnation litle support.
opportunities have shrun is inseparable from reforms in The experts' collective messageis

2022, a series of crises-from inflation only in economics but in policy

mmlstsat the R)\Plﬂ-FES . - N 1 bl " Bﬂﬂ a&sh need t
political and institutional unmistakable: Bangl sto
T e & oy stacsic) ZEnumtabitey, o st i
aberration, but a structural crisis. Speakers at the dialogue underscored away from GDP-centric policymaking
2 : how uneven the growth experience towards a people-centred framework
Youth unemﬂ]oymept |slnow more‘;s has spread across social groups, that prioritises employment, equity,
g:: :u::;:a :::: ::::I :' pzrligt:;i particularly women entrepreneurs and resilience. Several clear pathways
out Banglad:sh's policy framework who m".“i" severely constrained by . ahead:_
has,re mained fixated on asingle limited institutional support, ! & P'ac‘?jnb cre_ation ot the et o
sector-RMG, leaving other industries dePri"i:f]the economigf a mlhllﬂal :‘:;;i::m‘c planning and industrial
source of innovation and small- :
underdeveloped and ur'setlblri-'.I to absorb business job creation, Some pointed @ Expand publicinvestment in
_th:agrnwmg Iab: e Y i emerging generational shift: education and health to prevent
::elncd[:sgtslr;ﬁ?s‘: tilir: a phenomenon ' .Ch“d b farming tisvnies Een;rat_i m:a‘ i -
fiite colrmantya S;Dti Stadwith mcreasin_gly shun agriculture because * E‘ﬂta. ise rural economies
f Africa, where manufacturing icafferslittla security or soclal rough higher farm productivity,
E:cr:?n‘;s bef:::: economies reach mobility. This has profound Dt Shes "':'.".-f.a"“ growth.
weddlecinaomme Sresholds.” implications. Agricultural GDP is ® Modernise and digitise social
This unfolding crisis is pa nicula dly shrinking faster than ma.nuf?cturing protection to create a shock- .
alarming because it comes at a time is rising, but‘ manuhlztunngitse[rﬂs responsive safety net.
hen Bangladesh is sitting on a not generating sufficient jobs. ® Remoave barriers toinvestment to
rhrienkingwt ndow of demographic Meanwhile, rural Bangladesh-home unlock private-sector and FDI-led job
opportunity. Within 15to 20years, tu_the i e B EpECRnn T“; adeshis saril
i TSk il oA | /eSS SERgIting Farin ST R tom et development
into an aged society. Without a robust and declining non-farm income, the hroughs-expanding primary
o .- - fatter accounting for 60 per cent of schooling, empowering women L
household earnings. Without urgent = — = through microfinance, leveraging
interventions, rural deprivationcould O’ garments for mass employment-
[

were bold choices that lifted millions
out of poverty.
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+ now shifting, As trade preferences
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by Nafisa Ali and Samiha expire, apparel exports to Europe and
3 : , > Kingdom are expected to
Binte Tariq mmmmmms%a digi?ﬂ
L com; margins rapidly. At the

economic has same time, global buyers are raising

its moment of truth, the point expectations around sustainability,

ch momentum meets labour standards and environmental

gravity. East Asia confronted that performance, Competing export-

- ers such as Vietnam, Cambodia and
1rising India already operate within trade
fiercer  agreements that soften these shocks.
s Inresponse, Bangladeshi factories
~ are being pushed to upgrade green

- production capabilities, strengthen

- sustainahility reporting and align
ast operations with international compli-
ance regimes.
- Graduation thus represents a hinge
o :;r &]?omant It exposes vulnerabilities,

SO sl el aﬁia it can alscééﬁﬁancb&éﬂﬂiility —
VR - i : n reflected in stronger sovereign
As the training wheels come off, perceptions, lower bmﬁmg costs
preferential cushions that quietly  and wider access to blended finance
powered ladesh's export rise aré  from institutions such as the World
thinning. out a recalibrated eco- Bank and the Asian Development
nomic strategy, this transition risks  Bank. That credibility matters only if

feeling less like lift-off and more like  j; j5 translated into tangible upgrades,
& hard ].Bndlna. Inflation has strained and done q'l.l-iﬂkl}'. Recent invest-
household budgets, foreign exchange ments, including the World Bank-
buffers have narrowed and exporters | gupported $650 million Bay Terminal

| face a global marketplace that is more Marine Infrastructure project in Chat-

demanding than before, Accord-
ing to UN Trade and Development,
global trade expanded by v
$500 billion in the first half of 2025,
with goods trade rising about 2.5
pﬂ ant quarter-on-g arter. Demand
axists, but competition is intensify-—
ing, and policy missteps are punished
faster. The rulss of the game are also
changing, with greener standards and pmacroeconomic balancing act -
tighter compliance now embedded in 1 FISCAL year 2025, Bangladesh re-
global trade. corded GDP growth of 3.97 per cent.
g The slowdown followed a period of
mm under the hood and its exposed ,litical transition and institutional
strain, during which stabilising a
EXPORTS form a relatively modest  fractured macroeconomic environ- "
share of Bangladesh's economy. Even ment became the overriding task.
50, this narrow slice of gross domestic The current administration inherited
ct — 13.16 per cent in 2023,  dgpleted reserves, weakened policy
to 10.46 per cent in 2024 —  credibility and an econiomy burdened
carries a disproportionate burden of }y prolonged governance shortcom-
jobs, w&:&d hldmt'l;l MOMER: ings, Under thm;undlﬁons. World
tum. y-made garments gen Bank projections of growth nearing
more than four-fifths of export earn- 4 g per cent in FY26 are cautious

, point in the right direction
by addressing logistics bottlenecks,
reducing turnaround times and low-
ering trade costs. Whether such ini-
tiatives arrive at sufficient scale and
speed to upgrade the export ongine
before external conditions tighten
further remains an open question.

ings, underpinned by a workforce of optimistic, conting
over 5 people, more than half policy coordi
of whom are women, according to _ Trade s
industry estimates. This is not merely mine |

an export sector; it is a social contract 4] pe

that supports employment, house-
hold resilience and e participa-
tion in the labour force.

For years, duty-free and quota-
free access, particularly to
markets, kept prices competitive

rate management,
and orders flowing. That equation is

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2026,

o and the'Sasing of IMport constraints.

would lift investment and output be-
yond baseline projections. Externally,
some relief has already emerged.
Bangladesh Bank data show remit-
‘tance inflows reaching a record $32.8
billion in 2025, more than 22 per
cent higher than the previous year,
helping to slow reserve depletion and
stabilise the balance of payments.
How this window is used depends

largely on monetary discipline. Parsis-

tent inflation erodes

and undermines real incomes, which
is why a return toward the 5-6 :
cent inflation range set by the govern-
ment and the International

Fund serves as a credible medium-
Bangladesh to maintain relatively
tight monetary conditions — with
policy rates around 10 per cent —
until inflation is durably steered back
toward that range, such tight-
ening weighs on short-term growth
and constrains credit, particularly

for small firms, delaying stabilisation
would likely impose higher costs

later through currency instability and
sharper adjustment.

Fiscal polioy faces a parallel chal-
lenge: restoring stability today while
preparing competitiveness for tomor-
row. The IMF and domestic analysts
alike ho?va underscored the im
tance of tax reform, especially g
ening the tax base and rationalising
exemptions, to finance infrastruc-
ture and social protection. Without
stronger revenue mobilisation, public
investment will remain constrained

etary accommodation. As
conditions tightened, reserves

discuptive. The lesson is consistent:
early macroeconomic discipline tends

to smooth adjustment, while post-
ponement raises the eventual cost.

Next growth race
BEYOND large exporters and head-
line infrastructure, the post-gradua-

W i ey

)o_i




Cres prer

tion phase will place greater weight
on small and medium enterprises.
SMEs account for the bulk of employ-
ment and dmurmghl c gahm c.ramﬁnnt ofin_
providing y 85 per cen -
dustrial jobs and contributing around
27-30 per cent of GDP — yet they
As preferential access fades, com-
petitiveness increasingly depends on
smaller firms integrating into supply
chains, meeting compliance -
ards and lifting productivity. Access
to patient capital, credit guarantees
and supply-chain finance will matter
as much as tariffs once did.
This is where blended finance
becomes relevant, not as a slogan but
as a practical instrument. The World
Bank defines blended finance as the
use of catalytic capital to mobilise
private investment by reducing risk,
while the International Finance
Carporation notes that concessional
funding can help de-risk projects
that are close to commercial viability.
Since 2010, the IFC reports com-
mitting $5.9 billion in concessional
funds across more than 500 projects,
mobilising over $32 billion in addi-
tional private financing globally. Ap-
strategically, such tools could -
 Bangladeshi SMEs upgrade
- , meet green standards and

integrate into export supply chains.
3 moment, then, is less an ar-
‘than a recalibration. Bangladesh

has already demonstrated its capacity -
- | for growth. Experience from earlier
transitions shows that economies
securing market access early, lifting
productivity at home and diversifying
with intent stayed ahead of the curve,
while those that hesitated saw mar-
gins narrow quickly. For Bangladesh,
success hinges on trade, monetary
and fiscal policy moving in concert to
open markets, stabilise the macro-
economy and invest in skills, logistics
and climate resilience.

.

Nafisa All Is an executive at Institute

for Poiicy, Advocacy and Governance.
Samiha Binte Tarig Is a PhD candidate
In economics at Southern llinols Univer-
sity, Carbondale.

R erARciML Ekris Ve
Ctg port deal: Haste
makes waste

The temporary break in the Chattogram port strike that came after six full
days of disruption did little to ease tensions. Port workers have flat-out
warned that operations may be shut down again as early as tomorrow
unless the government scraps the deal with DP World for the New Mooring
Container Terminal. With nearly all of Bangladesh's export-import trade
flowing through this single maritime gateway, such persistent uncertainty
keeps everyone on edge and ensures the crisis remains very much alive.
While the interim government managed to buy this short breathing space
through direct talks with labour leaders, the core disagreement over
leasing the terminal to a foreign operator remains unresolved. At this
point, it's clear the interim government is stuck between two tough
choices. On the one hand, backing out of an agreement with a global port
operator after making a commitment would damage Bangladesh's
reputation for honouring contracts and send a negative signal to foreign
investors. On the other hand, pushing ahead in the face of such fierce and
organised resistance is to invite a wider confrontation.

There is little room to deny that Bangladesh urgently needs a much more
efficient setup at its main port. For far too long, constant congestion, slow
ship turnaround times and high logistics costs have steadily undermined
the country's export competitiveness. Realistically, expecting a local
operator to suddenly step up and meet global efficiency benc?lrnarks
without major technological and managerial upgrades simply isn't
feasible. If the objective is to transform Chattogram into a modern port
capable of supporting export growth, looking outward for expertise is a

rational step forward. Sound

: outcomes, however, depend on
In global supply chains, sound processes and that is

reliability matters more than Precisely where the current

approach raises serious questions.

almost a nyﬂu‘ng else. Once Giventheinterim government's

limited mandate and its primary

that reliability is shaken by responsibility to organise credible
. . . elections, was it really necessary to
prolonged disruptions like push through a long-term terminal

2 lease at this juncture? Even if
this, b"yer confidence leasing out was deemed

erodes faster than any unavoidable, bypassing an open
o ; . tendering process has created
price hike ever could entirely avoidable suspicion. Open
competition is not merely a 1
procedural formality. Rather, it remains the most effective way to ensure
transparency, value for money and public tryst. Had such a process been
followed, DP World might well have emerged as the winner, but the
decision would have carried genuine legitimacy and deprived opponents
of their main grievance. The apparent haste instead turned what could
h.wfI been a technocratic improvement into a political flashpoint nobody
needed.
The economic cost of the port deadlock is already enormous and continues
to mount with each passing day. The strike has already racked up losses in
the tens of billions of taka daily across the whole trade chain, hammering
everyone from the revenue authority to importers and exporters. Far worse
though is the longer-term danger that cannot be ignored. In global supply
chains, reliability matters more than almost anything else. Once that
reliability is shaken by prolonged disruptions like this, buyer confidence
erodes faster than any price hike ever could.
Adding to the pressure, tariffs on Indian goods are now poised to drop as
low as 18 per cent in the US while India has secured a major trade deal with
the EU. As a direct consequence, Bangladesh exporters suddenly confront
fierce and unrelenting competition from a powerful regional rival. In this
increasingly intense global environment, self-inflicted disruptions such as
prolonged port shutdown have become completely intolerable. This is why
the current standoff demands an urgent and sensible resolution. The
government must communicate clearly and engage workers without
allowing the national economy to be held hostage. At the same time,
labour leaders must recognise that resisting all change in the name of

protection harms the very industries and jobs they seek to defend. ‘
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Tea workers' life
of hardship

The tea workers continue to be among the least paid
groups in Bangladesh. Despite their contributionsto a
vital sector of economy and day-to-day activities, their
standards of living reflect a life of deprivation. A worker
in a tea garden receives only Tk 178 per day. Even this
small remuneration is cut if they cannot join the work.
Besides, they are subjected to a remuneration deduction
process if they cannot meet the goal of daily tea leaves
plucking. i

Due to the rising cost of basic products, it is very hard to
manage witth such low wages. This income must cover
food, healthcare, housing, education, and other basic
needs. In today's economic conditions, it is not sufficient
to lead even a very basic lifestyle. Tea farm work is physi-
cally demanding. This is because employees stand for
many hours, bending to carry heavy loads in both sunny
and rainy conditions. This activity puts constant strain on
their bodies, leading to health problems and persistent
aches. Despite these health problems, employees cannot
access quality healthcare, This means that missing a day
of work due to ill health results in lost income. Their liv-
ing condition adds another layer of struggle. Most tea
workers live in small, overcrowded houses with poor san-
itation and scarce access to clean water. Nutrition Is gen-
erally poor because of very low income, affecting adults
and children alike. These conditions contribute to long-
term health risks and reduce overall quality of life.

The lack of alternative job opportunities and educational

February 8, 2056

OR

if progress is to be achieved in improving their condition.

Md. Amir Hossain |
Undergraduate Student
DESM, North South University -
o d
Al shaping the future
of learning

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly changing the way of
imparting education, offering exciting opportunities for
both students and teachers, One of the mostimportant
changes Al brings is personalised learning. Al can adapt
to each student's needs, helping them learn at their own
pace. For example, Al-powered programmes can gi

ve students lessons that match their learning speed,
providing extra help when needed.

Another benefit of Al in education is the use of smart tutors
and virtual assistants. These tools can help students under-'
stand difficult topics by providing immediate feedback and
answering questions at any time. Students no longer have
towait for the next class to get answers to their queries.
Teachers also benefit from Al. By automating tasks like
grading and organising lesson plans, Al allows teachers
to spend more time teaching and focusing on student
needs. Al can even analyse data to help teachers under-
stand how well each student is performing, allowing
them to offer more targeted support.

In the classroom, Al tools such as chatbots can answer
students' questions in real-time, providing constant

support without interrupting the lesson. This makes
learning more engaging and interactive.

_; opportunities makes upward mobility difficult, Children

in most tea communities have a hard time going to
school, which recreates a cycle of poverty and dependen-
cy on labor. Despite these factors, tea workers continue
to work in a disciplined manner. Their hard work is con-
tributing to consumption patterns and various economic
activities. But this class of workers hardly ever figures in
development discussions on labour welfare and social
protection.

As Al continues to develop, it is expected to make educa-
tion more accessible. Students from remote areas or dif-
ferent backgrounds can benefit from Al-powered educa-
tional tools, creating a level playing field for all learners,
With Al in education, the future of learning is more per-
sonalised, efficient, and inclusive than ever before.
Kowshik Podder
MBA Student
North South University

kowshik.podder.253@northsouth.edu
BIF : ST 8 TIE 3893
Dhaka : Tuesday 17 February 2026

A humane attitude towards their work would be necessary
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Staff Correspondent

RIGHTS activists on Mon-
day stressed the meed for
ensuring safety for religious
and ethnic minority com-
“munities and women cen-
tring the February 12 general
elections.
They also demanded ef-
fective Crisis Management
Cell at the Election Commis-
sion to ensure the safety and
smooth exercise of voling
rights for women, religious
-« and ethnic minorities, and
other marginalised commu-
nities.

They made the demands
at a human chain under the
banner ‘Nagorik Samaj in
front of the Sangsad Bhaban
on Manik Mia Avenue in the
capital.

Addressing the event,
economist Debapriya Bhat-
tacharya said that the inse-
curity that has arisen around
voting was not only affecting
minorities, or women, but
also candidates.

‘Both the Election Com-
mission and the government
are showing indifference
towards creating an environ-
ment that is supposed to be
conducive to an inclusive
election,’ he added..

Crificising the govern-
ment's referendum cam-
paigning, Nijera Kori coordi-
nator Khushi Kabir said that
the ]Clb of the g)vmmgni
and the Election Commis-
sion was to ensure the secu-
rity of minorities, women,
and marginalised communi-
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>atety for minorities,
women demanded
during polls days

elections.

They also- demanded
monitoring the situation
and security concerns of all

i voters, includ-
ing women and minorities,
every 12 hours, and neces-
sary measures to ensure that
all voters, regardless of race,
131131011. casle u:heu ;Imfaminn,

; safely and without

" hindrance

Association for Land
Reform and Development
executive director Sham-
sul Huda, Transparency

International  Bangladesh
executive director [ftekharu-
Zzaman Manabadhikar

Sangskriti Foundation chief
executive Saidur Rahman
among others were present
at the human chain.




Need for comprehensive data
on migrant workers

The country continues to witness
steady growth in outbound migration,
accompanied with record-breaking
remittance earnings. Yet behind the
encouraging headline figures liesa
significant blind spot: the absence of
comprehensive dataon returnee
migrant workers. The lack of
systematic information on how many
migrants return, the reasons behind
their return, and the extent of issues
related to sickness, injury, or death
creates a serious void in
understanding the country's overall
migration situation.

According to the International
Organisation for Migration (I0M),
Bangladeshis currently the sixth
largest migrant-sending country in
the world, with more than 11 million
Bangladeshis working overseas.
Migration has long been promoted as
a pathway to employment, poverty
reduction and foreign currency inflow.
However, migrant rights
organisations argue that this one-
sided focus on outward flows and
remittances overlooks alarge and
vulnerable group-migrants who
return home under dismal
circumstances. Despite their immense
contribution to national development,
returnee migrants receive limited
policy attention and inadequate
institutional support.

Official figuresreflect the continued
upward trend in overseas employment.
Citing government data, the Refugee
and Migratory Movements Research
Unit (RMMRU) reported that outbound
rnigration increased by 12 per centin
2025, reaching 1.13 million workers,
comparedwith 1.01 million in 2024. This
surge translated Into a historic US$32.82
billion in remittancesin 2025,
representing a 22 per centrise fromthe
previpus year. These numbers are
frequently highlighted by policymakers
as evidence of the success of
Bangladesh's labour migration strategy.
Yet, experts caution that these figures
tell only part of the story. Shakirul
Islam, chairperson of the Ovibashi
Karmi Unnayan Programme (OKUP),
argues that government negligence
lies at the heart of the problem. He
notes that while authorities celebrate
the rising number of outbound
migrants, they fail to monitor how
many return prematurely after
becoming victims of fraud, job
mismatches, work permit rejections,
health or fitness complications,
workplace injuries, or even unnatural
deaths, "If accurate data on returnees
existed, the government would be
compelled to expand services for
them," he told the media. Referring to
a 2024 study, he said that around 6.0
per cent of migrants returned home
within the first three months of 2022
after fajling to secure employment
abroad. Alarmingly, he claims that the
government remains largely unaware
of this trend due to the absence of a
robust tracking mechanism,

Despite the commendable contribution of migrant workers to
Bangladesh's economy, the authorities concerned appear
ill-equipped to develop a comprehensive database that
captures all relevant aspects of migration

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS February 11, 2026

According to him, Bangladesh's
migration data is fundamentally
"incomplete," and it is the
responsibility of the state to ensure
that all relevant data and
documentation are updated and that
due service was provided to migrant
workers throughout the migration
cycle, including after their return.
One of the most troubling aspects of
Bangladesh's migration narrative is
the high number of migrant deaths
abroad. Each year, an estimated
4,000 to 5,000 bodies of migrant
workers are repatriated. Data from the
Wage Earners' Welfare Board (WEWB)
show that in 2024 alone, a record
4,813 deceased migrants were
returned to their families, up from
4,552 in 2023. Despite the scale of
these deaths, many remain shrouded
in mystery. In most cases, bodies do
not undergo postmortem
examinations upon arrival in
Bangladesh, leaving families without
clear answers and limiting the state's
ability to investigate unsafe working
conditions, employer negligence, or
potential rights violations abroad.
Beyond deaths, the reasons for
migrants' return remain poorly
documented. At present, sporadic
media reports appear to be the primary
source of information on why workers
come back. A 2023-24 study by OKUP
found that 60 per cent of returnee
migrants cited health-related issues as
the main reason for their return. This

writes

Wasi Ahmed

highlights the physical and mental toll
of overseas employment, often carried
out in hazardous environments with
limited access to healthcare.

Health data further underscore the
vulnerability of returnee migrants.
According to the Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS), about 15
per cent of newly diagnosed HIV-
positive individuals in Bangladesh in
2024 were returnee migrants. This
statistic points to serious gaps in
health awareness, prevention, and
screening mechanisms both before
departure and after return, as well as
the stigma and lack of support many
returnees face once back home.
Despite the commendable
contribution of migrant workers to
Bangladesh's economy, the
authorities concerned appearill-
equipped to develop a comprehensive
database that captures all relevant
aspects of migration. A holistic
migration management system would
require integrating dataon
recruitment, overseas employment
conditions, return patterns, health
outcomes, injuries, deaths, and
reintegration challenges. Without
such data, policy responses remain
fragmented and reactive, leaving
returnee migrants largely invisible.
Experts argue that addressing this gap
is not merely a technical issue but a

matter of rights and accountability.
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Migrant workers are often hailed as
"remittance heroes," yet their

struggles, particularly upon return,
recejve little recognition.
Strengthening data collection,
ensuring transparency, and expanding
reintegration services would not only
provide a clearer picture of
Bangladesh's migration landscape but
also honour the sacrifices made by
millions of workers who sustain the
economy through their labour abroad.
Ultimately, ensuring the
sustainability of Bangladesh's
migration-driven growth requires
shifting the policy lens beyond
departure figures and remittance
volumes to the full migration cycle.
Returnee migrants-whether they
come back successful, unemployed,
sick, injured, or deceased-are an
integral part of this cycle and deserve
institutional recognition and support.
Developing a comprehensive,
centralised database on return
migration, strengthening
coordination among relevant
agencies, and investing in health
screening, legal aid, and reintegration
programmes are critical steps
forward. Without addressing these
gaps, Bangladesh risks overlooking
the human cost behind its migration
success story, undermining both the
welfare of migrant workers and the
long-term resilience of the sector
that contributes so significantly to
national development.

wasighmed.bd@gmail.com
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fabo—uf leaders

nojob
cuts in hotels,
restaurants in
Ramadan

staff Correspondent
LABOUR leaders, at a pro-
test rally in Dhaka on Sun-

day, called on the authority

to take steps to stop job cuts
of workers in the hotel and
restaurants across the coun-

angram Parishad
for the Implementation of
the government announced
minimum wage for work-
ers of hotel and restaurants
held a rally in front of the
National Press Club, with

¥ »

minimum wage of Tk 13,050
permonthfortheworkersof
hotels and restaurants last
year, it has not been imple-
mented in most establish-
ments.

Moreover, the owners of
hotels and restaurants had

test programme demand-
1i:li:ganeundte:ljt:hr:utswhit:h
were observed in most of
districts,” he said.

Member secretary of
the organisation Quamrul
Hasan, central leaders An-
war Hossain, Raju Ahmed,
labour leaders Prakash Dat-
ta, Mohammad Yesin and
others spoke at the rally.

The rally was followed by
a protest procession parad-
ing along several city roads.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2026,
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BGMEA seeks =
export incentive
funds to pay
workers

before FEid

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Garment factory owners vesterday urged Bangladesh
Bank (BB) Governor Ahsan H Mansur to release export
incentive funds so Factories can pay workers’ wages and
bonuses ahead of Eid-ul Fitr,

Leaders of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) made the plea
during a meeting at the BB office in Dhaka, warning that
delayed disbursements are pushing factories into a severe
liquidity crisis.

A large number of applications for cash incentives
remain pending due to complexities in lien bank and
central bank audit processes,

Around Tk 5,700 crore in textile and garment sector
incentives remain unsettled in the ongoing fiscal year
2025-26, BGMEA said in a press statement, urging priority
disbursement for small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMESs) based on a list it has already submitted.

The association also requested special loan [acilities
equivalent to two months' wages to help factories meet
Eid obligations -- repayable within 12 months with a three-
month grace period.

The BGMEA also called for the reintroduction of loan
support under Packing Credit (PC) with the interest rate
reduced to 7 percent; increasing the Pre-Shi pment Credit
Scheme fund from Tk 5,000 crore to Tk 10,000 crore; and
extending the scheme’s tenure until 2030,

The association's leaders told the BB governor that the

.garment i strain from falling
global demand, declining export prices, rising production
costs, and geopolitical uncertainty.

The situation was compounded this month as public
holidays around the “national parliamentary elections
and Language Movement Day reduced effective working
days in the 28-day month to just 19, disrupting shipment
schedules and squeezing factory finances further.

Under these circumstances, paying workers’ wages and
bonuses on time ahead of Fid-ul-Fitr has become a major
challenge for entrepreneurs, the BGMEA statement said.

Ensuring timely payment of workers’ dues is critical
o maintaining stability in industrial areas and broader
economic discipline, it noted, adding that swift policy
action from BB is essential to protect the sector, its
workers, and the wider economy.

The meeting was attended by BGMEA Senior Vice

President Inamul Haq Khan and Vice President MA
Shehab Udduza Chowdhury.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 25,2026
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RMG buyers eye GSP Plus
as next growth driver

JASIMUDDIN

Global readymade gment{mu:)
buyers have largely welcomed
Bangladesh's 13th parliamentary
election, viewing the smooth transition
of power as a positive signal for business
continuity, while setting their sights on
securing preferential market access as
the country approaches graduation from
the least developed country (LDC) status
this year.

Industry insiders believe buyer
confidence, coupled with timely trade
diplomacy, will be crucial for sustaining
growth in the post-graduation era.
Bangladesh, the world’s second-largest
apparel exporter, has engaged with
development partners and major
markets to smooth the transition.
Speaking to The Financial Express, a
representative of a leading global
apparel brand says the company's
headquarters was "very happy with

. Bangladesh's smooth transition of
power through the recent parliamentary
elections,” noting that it has eased
concerns among international
stakeholders.

"Qur business trend in Bangladesh
remains positive, broadly in line with
previous projections,” he says.

He also says political transitions in the
past did not disrupt their sourcing
operations.

The only notable setback, he points out,
was the 2024 labour unrest in Ashulia,
which temporarily affected production
and shipments.

Buyers are now closely watching policy
moves by the new government,
particularly on trade preferences, he
says.

An effective mechanism with the
European Union (EU) to ensure the
continuity of duty-free access after LDC

contlnmty

graduatlun will be "game-changing" for
Bangladesh's apparel sector, he adds.
"As Bangladesh is set to graduate from
the LDC status by 2026, securing the
GSP Plus facility will be a major
opportunity,” he says, emphasising that
preferential access to the EU market will
help maintain competitiveness amid
rising costs.

He further notes that international
retailers expect political leadership,
especially the BNP, to actively pursue
such trade arrangements in line with
earlier commitments to support export-
oriented industries.

Another brand representative says they
observed an almost non-violent
parliamentary election in their 30 years
of merchandising career.

An American brand representative says
they have significant business in the EU
market, where they are witnessing
growing demand across all categories of
apparel - fromchildren's wear to adult,
men's, and women's segments,

He expresses hope that the elections will
also boost confidence at their giobal
headquarters and lead to increased
sourcing from Bangladesh. .
Negotiations on US tariffs may have a
positive impact on business in that
market, he says.

&

Furthermore, he says, successful
negotiations by the new government
with the EU will help Bangladesh
maintain its dominance in the European
market even after LDC graduation.
Shehabudduza Chewdhury, vice-
president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), says most buyers
earlier indicated that they were looking
for ademocratic government and stable
political conditions in Bangladesh.
Some buyers also reduced orders due to
fears of conflict surrounding the
national elections. As a result, a number
of factories have already slipped into
financial trouble because of the lower
volume of orders over the pastoneand a
half years, he says.

He hopes buyers will increase orders in
the coming days as the election was held

_inavery peaceful manner.

His personal expectation of the new

government is that it will appoint

qualified, non-political individuals to

ministerial positions related to business

facilitation.

Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and =

Exporters Association (BKMEA)

President Mohammad Hatem says some

buyers were worried about visiting

Bangladesh before the elections.

""We hope they will come now because of

this wonderful election and a smooth

transition of power," he says.

He also says the European Commission's

existing rules do not provide GSP Plus

facilities for Bangladesh and revising

those will bz difficult.

Apparel exporters prefer Bangladesh not

to proceed with LDC graduation at this

stage, Hatem says.

"There was even an incident of stepping

back from the graduation move justa

week before the deadline."
newsmanjasi@gmail.com
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RIGHTS WATCH

The peril of domestic workers

MEHELIKA ANAN RAMISHA

A shocking news story took Bangladesh by
storm in October 2024 when thirteen-year-
old Kolpana was rescued from her emplover’s
house. Her rescue years later ignited a media
frenzy with the general public expressing
.shock and horror at the extent of her injuries,
The young girl's harrowing account of abuse
and isolation sheds light on a particularly
vulnerable demographic of the workforce of
domestic workers, In that light, a question
arises as to why a culture of vulnerabiliry exists
around them, and perhaps an analysis of our
legal system can shed light on the answer.
Despite the substantial workforce, our
law remains surprisingly silent regarding the
rights of these workers. The Domestic Workers
Protection and Welfare Policy (2015) was an
attempt to rectify this situation. However, the
Policy failed to clearly define necessary terms

or create-p feasible system, and as a result, a -

High Court Division bench even went as far as
Lo deem it ‘vague’ and ‘incomplete’.

The Bangladesh Labour Act, 2006 only
last vear included ‘domestic workers’ within
the definition of workers. In cases of serious
abuse, e.g., torture or death, the Penal Code,
1860 and other special criminal laws may be
applied. However, these laws do not address
certain situations such as discrimination or
occupational safety and health violations, It
is not enough that domestic workers simply
be included in existing Acts, but rather, I
would ‘argue that separate legislation is
needed. This is primarily due to the social
nature of domestic work and the vulnerable
backgrounds of the workers.

Furthermore, the large imbalance in power
between the worker and the employer is
unlike most others. A report by Bangladeshi
Ovibashi Mohila Sramik = Association
(BOMSA) states that about 80 percent of the
permanent domestic helpers are minor girl
children. Fueled by hopes of a better future,
these children are sent to homes within
urban regions, but the cruel reality is that
these children are denied education, access
to . adequate healthcare and other basic
rights. Adult domestic workers are in similar
precarious situations in that they often lack
education, and employers often capitalise
on their vulnerabilities. In fact, full-time

housemaids are said to work anywhere from
8 hours up to 15 hours a day. From age 1o
economical background, these workers are at
a disadvantage and require a specific sort of
legal protection.

When it comes to such specific legislation,
Bangladesh may look to other countries for
inspiration or guidance. For example, the
Philippines, similar to Bangladesh, relies
heavily on domestic work, but in contrast, the
Philippines has advanced miles ahead in terms
of rights for domestic workers. The Domestic
Workers Act is a landmark piece of labour and
social legislation that extends labour rights,
benefits, and protection to an estimated 1.9
million domestic workers in the Philippines.
It covers a range ol jobs including persons
performing general household work, it sets the
minimum age of employment to fifteen, and
mandates that the employer shall safeguard
the health and safety of the domestic worker in
accordance with law in addition to the rights
and privileges accorded to workers including
the right to education and training, access to
outside communication and the guarantee

in angladesh |

PHOTO: THE NEW YORK TIMES

of privacy among others. Brazil is another
interesting case as a 2013 Constitutional
Amendment allowed domestic workers all
fundamental labour rights guaranteed to
a typical employee, such as extra pay for
night-shift work, family bonuses, severance
pav, indemnity fund system (FGTS), and
occupational accident insurance, a large
stride forward in terms of social protection
legislation.

The fabric of society is built upon its citizens,
and as such, the law cannot remain blind to the
needs and rights of a particularly vulnerable
and vast swathe. Simply roping in such a large,
unseen group of people into a law not intended
for them is not an adequate solution to uphold
Bangladesh’'s constitutional and international
obligations. Instead, new specific legislation is
necessary, and the lawmakers must focus on
social protection and creating an equitable
legal framework.

The writer is official contributor at the Law
& Our Rights, The Daily Star, and student
of Department of Law, University of Dhaka. ,




e e

=g 2T 98 o
b A1 G 9T IOE 7 e,
sifer ofs #E @ T Al SUESFaE TS
weifeerd e | wifEwRea 4 ¢ Y A
(9T E) T, (A% A IR & 5o
i A F P (4TS, (AAA
ﬁ@rmmﬁﬁw&w@atw
Ed TET 3 FF AE AR T
LS AR Tear SERTITeE @R/
T G IS 1 A WA e WA 3w
(ATHTE Shi TN | 41 @9 @ e, Fer

| @Etae AR |
afgsifieree 719 98 R =T TR A
sifFaifae $1% BT Sy #9E SR 3
4TS AR 1 TR TP G2 =R
s ek T
| !
fraifes b A9 =AfTae & 9k o
wigehie *1EaRe o e |  Fon o Wie
A R @00 il g AW, TR AR
=T (769 TW @ 20 (U 900 BFT| &
qee) AiEaE @ TS OivTE e aend
FIONHE AT o= | TR FE ACER o9
FEE, AR A 8¢, & S
@ ANREE AR A G 9F TP A
.3 951 g #1e RET
fefefrs afvefns =1 1) wds JT 73w,
13 AT 9% TR BRI @, A6
eifEFTETeRae, ¥ HEwYl, SH-JI! A,
G G B G T T Tl 20
q2Ta Fred W7 Sqfbres AR Al
SeRErEe AR |
eEATR AT 47 TR 2w R
% T3 | it sREEE IR dfd
gfarg, 371 3 ST T AFET
WA AW TLEPAR TF TS %4
P | T A AR 4 BeAmA
TR A A WEmn e IEe
TR TR FEF A AL, T 4R A
Fgfo e A RSl 7, T ke
Faeet © wdtafeT Taae S8 eI |

:ﬂﬂaﬂt_ﬂ _l_c;mmho mrﬁr ao;\u

S

_ 3 FATSTH AT I S TSI |
AT AT 8-¢ I A 20T T
B wiEE a1 Frdea TR AT o
wtex] ARANAT TS A G T HASHE |
SHiE P9I A e,

I mﬁrﬁm«aqﬁmfﬁiﬁﬂm

i oo 4 | gifes A1Fe o
Aw AN BT i
QAT TS A | O0E T G A G
TR 7@ A A AR B W AE R
TiferE 505 ANEA A | T G AT, (0 9%
i gid s Ao | i wEm
4T 3 B 9 fTrTe i Aty
o1 71 | i, AT T Teieadl ¢
TRl e Ao (*rEe TS 5
2039 FE oS 00 AR TIOEA
M W= W 1T TS G A
9 T @I TP (721 20%6-3¢
wdaerad 3% @ Afrea FfeaE TR o
efferamars, 20%0-28 TREE AETE ¢
@RI P N @B 0q TER @M
Bt @ 3R ¢ Hferee Foee s
Wﬁﬁwwwaﬂnfiﬂmmab
BITTA 2; A FACST FAT AT S5 L 9
T 838, T Y R W | T4l
mﬁwmﬂﬁmew.w 5
@ Sfifer fmram @I =AE |
& 729 GG TR B (0T J03% AFE

I8 FAEE ST TE WA
e siferatarg | AT T
8-¢ %1oe TR TS AU
iy wiem 91 ey NEHsH|
STNE S Wuled Afatrad HiE
wiE GEE WS

et A1 F5¢ A BE AeH S0

LA FH I 4T
ﬁaﬁ@ec’ﬁ‘a‘n&@ﬂtﬂﬁmaﬁ
9% 7 B T I K

|

T
o @3fh eyl ST 1 @
faoma afE TelE e, gt WA HE,
Taafver, T TgR 7FoT =2, e

8 T () At

30%¢ HIEE GAIR UM (U 038 W
wigfa T e W q W EEE-se
SRR A HEAR I D W T
fomereg o8 w_Fressdd | R
forge et g SRR g el e
BT TSTAE DALY e Frwed wie

(Aeurg wEE
(ETHTR 0 S, ﬁﬂwwﬁ!
Fres 1, forares w9 4= 5 | @7 e
AT A A T | _

W (O, TR susl
e Wi R ay= Pres R
TR YR e w@NE o R
T TR A R AN AOTS 4
@y e Siaety v e A
R | o e & e = i R
el Firstes Wity (7 SIoE (U0 ST
e W LN wur s st
R 1 o wiEh werer st A e

o @SS T8

i [@eA-SleT (W 1S ST AwEnE

20 o o o S o BT |
woeeg Borem RS el e




8

SRl (T DA 72

@ TR ARG s
e «afs TR 8 G
N are | ferepre At v
2 T RS e sjEed B
fapares frast; i aofg s fefis
hATE PAfS 20T | FIEH Y T
e, frefretay wamars 4rfie ae A
CPATEITAI, CSTS W0Ed WHlS, AU TeAl I
B (AT GRCE CRGTT, A1 T Al
T Frfien e SaRE e
RN | TET BT T ARG R
ST 2aR e e
e sifafEfee Fem o, T e
e AR A
AT S Mear s e @
Ffha | Tt @ S 2| o e

@RI ezl e S, @B e
8¢ (T 20 T kT, e fB feiraf
e e @R PRt 3P ARES & T

. 59 59 | WTEGITEE & HH G

" - mcfﬁcﬁjﬁ#
faaee ] AT 5
mm%mmwimmwﬁr
CHI et € frfren T5 9 |
T, ffte s AT e AAMEE
Twifire O3z ereRE B T
sfraweiE vl (5T, @ e Wi
T wieeTE Tl T I | S
afzet, AiEs TEEE Gae e
IS O 27 oa | f&a
AL @ 13a #fwty
Ao 0S| e geAr 8 IO
e | R e w78, 99
(B e 9 A B ol FFaw, WiE
Wmﬁuq;%rlm g
A SR @
wig @ T d=are FAerER 2mEE @
wifeifae g ewen @ g ) faram
wWIBF FHTAE TS TS :
Frfremaiaitae 21 2 |
I TFCE & SEPIET T5 TE 2
FETH = WE, soow’| TE
TS, % WEEE S(8) HET

r afires e |

it AR fBrma =, TR

2058 g @fs
059" W !

| TR ST e

AR TECE A
205G FCE FAEE AW @ T
_-WWWM ot @l 3w

AT, A 74 ST TP
cram wafes | e «ft AfsgE @
HIEN | IO T TS 7| 055

. SIPE | EEE 90 YA Frore
=i@faa & A Frefforg a i
faete e | e siferet wfiemtest ot

fairea wafea amm v el @i fafven gebara et ;s
Gl oga AR TEE AT | ( AG IR FAHE 749 AifaT- aFEn
fofe speriiines sz fote and 295 AR caratEs AT O| =i
DI B0 WIGTH, GRIT S a1 SHas o0 Ang =@ «% fagas
AN FA— ATIGA WEAG S @At

speTl fefiatae WBAIE @ SIEEE ey
1 T SR TR W B @

| e R s @ e ans

59| A= oulb (7E 80) GEE
ferarra gy e’ B el S
farm it ar ol o @B ORI
e A4l rafee, Ag areael o «f
TG | IF

wATaTars =, e e

Gk iRiEd
(@ AN G TBA| TH0E 72 TR
S (PITT AMER? G (AR TR G0

arfea getetite Al ARaEE b

o N1

 “ifete shmfoste el | AT

otz TTEATAR 51 A 26T SATey
e TE = | fﬁliu{@

m’\ﬁ@‘ﬂaﬁfﬁﬁﬂ AR WETE
GRE, SR, T A iR SR s
sy 2t | e st Hey ey b
o s e s A 2w | 4 e
Tl ererEET i faera whewst
few That 73, G4 <ot SR g et
s v A e ot Sqramr R
wieRs g e e
fafbra comrr ot orn | @ARE TEE
TreTe wwaE alferavte qdeel @ (rent

mmﬂmwwﬁfgg mmﬁ?r
fafoes E_‘ﬂhl‘ﬂ Fem A | |
maﬁlmmwwg |
AT e e spEi e e
ayd 7 @q I CITEEE e o
ST BT 2T WIS, CTATA > al
Ty B T S0 | ASREIAT AT
w2 friaet e - tAfewe! at e
WA WA TR AT, ST WA
L et

m m_m:mﬁ’lm.
e, gemt

asad@law.ku.qe

=7, A0S WA F2rEE ST o 1 ‘

| AROR Blitibr) OF | blbpa ﬁ.\&.ﬂ.‘

B> Joqy|je)




Just Energy Transition:

Implt(.dnons on the Pohtlcal LandscaEe of Bangladesh
£ " - 1'.::_—_7'-- —-:;a-— '.':" o v

A roundtable titled “Just Energy Transition: Implications on the Political Landscape o_f
Bangladesh " was held on 20 January 2026, at The Daily Star Centre, Dhaka. Jointly
organised by The Daily Star, Coastal Livelihood and Environment Action Network (CLEAN)
amf other CSOs, the dialogue brought together representatives from notable political parties,
CSOs, and NGOs. The Roundtable aimed to deliberate on the 13 Point Citizens' Demands to
political parties ahead of the 13th National Elections regarding the Just Energy Transition.
Monower Mostafa

Networking Advisor .

Coastal Livelihood and Environment Action Network (CLEANﬂ

The power sector has become a ‘“corruption sector” over the last 16 years of go\«emdnce bleeding
Ilr_llll()llb of taka. Our key expectation for party manifestos is a clear roadmap addressing two{
interlinked crises: energy security and systemic graft. We are 70% import-dependent on fossil
fuels. leaving us dangerously exposed to global price shocks. While international pressure and
our own commitments necessitate a shift, a powerful syndicate vested in fossil fuels has blocked
progress on renewables. Any credible manifesto must commit to breaking this corrupt circuit.
‘We must abandon absurdly high demand projections that led to overcapacity and crippling
capacity charges. Future policy must ensure security through renewables, drastically reduce
losses. and restore the ministry’s health. The ‘Quick Supply’ act is gone: we now need
transparency and realistic, long-term planning.

Zahir Uddin Swapon

Advisor to the C hairperson
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
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|I he world faces political and security crises linked to dwindling fossil fuel supplies. as seen in
countries such as Venezuela and Iran. For any nation, strategic resources such as energy and
electricity are integral to its existence. An energy security framework is now strategically more
critical than even food security. Crises in energy cannot be viewed superficially or blamed
merely on a lack of expert knowledge. It is rooted in failures of the political process. Problems in
the energy sector are created and worsened by systemic corruption. The previous ruling party
flowed a political narrative that justified these actions, often supported by a coalition and a
section of intellectuals. This corrupt system targets national resources and strategic sectors. Even
when political processes fail, the authority to resolve major strategic crises remains with those
who hold state power.

Readus Salehen Jawad

Member of the Central Council

Network for People’s Action (NPA)

Our discussion must address a critical issue: the government’s draft Integrated Energy and
Power Sector Master Plan (IEPMP). This plan locks us into fossil fuels, promotes false solutions
like hydrogen-ammonia, and ignores the need for smart grids and decentralised generation. Mostl
alarmingly, it has no mechanism for public participation, no framework to protect displaced
workers or communities, and no accountability for issues such as capacity charges. The stance
should be clear: Energy decisions must be democratic. We demand community profit-sharing
and management stakes. Crucially, any move towards new coal power is a red line: it would
destroy any just transition. This transition is not merely about fuel sources: it is about
transforming power relations, ensuring democracy and justice, an agenda [ find Idt,kmg in
current party manifestos.

Razequzzaman Ratan !

Joint General Secretary

Socialist Party of Bangladesh (BASOD)

In Bangladesh, we have double the power generation capacity, yet our per capita wnsumptmn is
among the world’s lowest. The people bear the burden of the subsidy for this inefficient system.
The priority must be to optimise and fully utilise the capacity we already have. Adding more
plants will only deepen financial losses and increase the subsidy burden on the public.
Bangladesh must urgently invest in exploring and extracting its own natural gas using national
capacny rather than relying on foreign companies. Our potential in solar, hydro, wind. and
Ibtomavﬁ remains largely untapped and must be developed without delay. The current model
makes us dangerously dependent on external actors; we have given the ‘key to our house” to
foreign entities. Transition is inevitable, but to make it just, we need a fundamental political shift
that stops the bleeding of public wealth and prioritises energy sovereignty.

Kazi Sajjad Zahir Chandan

President

Communist Party of Ballgadesh (CPB)

Despite promises and a constitution that declares citizens as owners of national resources,
Bangladesh’s energy sector has historically been plundered. with vast sums concentrated in the
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hands of a wealthy elite. Successive governments, regardless of their rhetoric, have represented
this plundering class, favouring foreign companies and private interests over the people. This is
evidenced by secretive agreements for power plants and fuel imports with foreign entities,
loc.l\mu the nation into corrupt, dependent deals. A patriotic, democratic government is needed to
prioritize the people’s interest in energy. Until then, leftist and democratic forces must continug
to opposc harmlui pollcms llkL_,i;.dS prOI‘T"; and controv ersial power plants The 501ulmn lies 1 in

energy bLCIQI‘ is secure, tran sparent. and serves the common people.

Nazmul Haque Prodhan

General Secretary

Bangladesh Jashod -
Historically, governments have pursued flawed power projects, from outdated plants to mstallmg;
unnecessary infrastructure such as poles without lines. More recently, massive overcapacity in
‘power generation has been created, with heavy reliance on costly coal and gas contracts, leading
to excessive capacity payments to power companies even when plants sit idle. This system has
‘become a channel for large-scale financial plunder. where billions are siphoned off, exemplified
?hv individuals amassing vast wealth abroad through these dealings. Despite public awareness of
this looted wealth from the power sector to banks and the stock market successive governments
have failed to conduct proper investigations or hold anyone accountable. The current
administration has continued making these questionable capacity payments without scrutiny,
effectively legitimizing past corruption. While access to electricity has improved, the unc]erhnmO
systemic rot remains unaddressed. We must move beyond rhetoric to a common, actlonab]fq
commitment for a sovereign and just energy future.|

Navid Nowroz Shahi

Joint Chief Coordinator

Natmnal Citizens’ Party (NCP) B -

Our commitment is to a non-discriminatory Bangladesh, and energy policy is central to this.
Global conflicts are fuelled by energy wars, and our national crisis stems from a flawed political
system, not just technical failures. For 17 years, a corrupt political narrative enabled looting,
supported by intellectuals and the media. Therefore, your expert analysis must also diagnose this
systemic failure of political thought. The solution lies solely in the political process. In our
'manifeﬂlo we advocate for [nteg__rated Resource Planning to baiance import dependenc_g withE

for solar p]am:s, Any transition must involve local communities and dddrt:bs job losses. We
commit to publishing all foreign agreements and fostering a domestic electric vehicle industry to
create new economic sectors.

Ashraful Alam

|Joint Secretary General

'Islami Andolan Banglade&h

'Bangladesh is resource-rich and has a capable workforce. Our fundamental problem is not a lack

of expertise but systemic corruption in state management. Personal intentions are good, but
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«collective governance has consistently failed. Therefore. our primary commitment is zero
tolerance for corruption, rooted in our faith and the principle of divine accountability for every
‘atom of injustice. We must utilise our own energy resources, from atomic to solar, and reduce
‘our dependence on foreign sources. The government’s duty is to create opportunitics and ensure
no corruption taints it. If we can purge this corruption from the administration, we will manage a
transition that truly serves the people’s needs and delivers fairess in the energy sector.

Hasan Mehedi

Member Secretary

Bangladesh Working [:roup on Ecolngv and Development (BW(;EI))

Bangladesh’s energy sector has lost more than Tk 2.2 trillion in 17 years through mefﬁuenc
while capacity payments to idle or barely used plants added another Tk 1.76 trillion. We have
seen accountability efforts have faced intimidation, arrests, and political pressure. As a national
election nears, many see an opening for change. For the last six months, advocacy groups have
pressed major parties to commit to energy justice in their manifestos. A key demand is a shift
‘toward renewable energy, which analysts say would eliminate the need for new fossil fuel
projects and render the opaque Energy and Power Sector Master Plan (EPSMP) irrelevant.
Today, we are Lallmg for an cwerhaul of pollc‘,malxmg and propose a pdmupdlun pmw% from |

indigen gus communities. Such inclusion can be essential for a fair transition and natmnu ide
reform.

'Munir Uddin Shamim

\Director - Programme, Evidence and Learning

'Ethical Trading Initiative Bangladesh (ETIB)

The energy sector is intrinsically tied to political economy, malxmé it vulnerable to imposed.
unproven ‘false solutions’. My request to all parties is to reject these, considering our limited
capacity and foreign interests. A renewable transition can create over 1 million jobs, aligning
with development goals. Crucially, we must instil ‘Responsible Business Practice’: transparency.
accountability, and inclusiveness. Our current Public Procurement Act fails this test; it must be
amended to make all power sector agreements public and to mandate citizen participation in
monitoring projects, which is a constitutional right. Finally. political parties should consider the
large, environmentally conscious youth electorates and formally include these demands in
election manifestos to ensure a credible and just energy pathway.

Bareesh Cluww:lhur}r

Policy and Campaigns C oordinator i

Bangladesh Environmental Lawwers Association (BELA}
The lesson from the previous regime is stark: our corrupt. dysfunctional energy sector left us
utterly exposed to external shocks. The 2022 LNG price spike halted imports for ten months,
quadrupled power prices, and ignited the cost-of-living and reserve crises that fuelled later
unrest. Energy security is therefore an urgent political issue. We have colossal overcapacity:
peak demand is only 40-45% of our generation capacity. It is senseless now to invest in new
|toss1] fuel plants. Instead, we must embrace renewables’ modular advantage: decentralised solar
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on rooftops, nutjnaé_sive land grabs. Our policies perversely tax renewables while subsidising .

tossil fuels: we must create a level playing field. I urge all parties to see the renewable sector’s
huge employment potential, cited here as 2 million jobs, and commit to this essential transition,

Md. Abul Kalam Azad, S o

Program Manager- Just Energy Tranﬂrmn. Resilience & Climate Justice

ActionAid Bangladesh

A meaningful energy transition in Bang]acfesh requires queslmmng the wunlr) entrem.hed
processes. The energy sector remains trapped in traditional and top-down discourse. Reform in
this sector is impossible without confronting these structural foundations. Bangladesh is still a
village-based country, and its energy policy needs to be comprehensive and context-specific.,
dcmgnt.d by Bangladeshis. not by donors, moving beyond megawatt-centric planning to
community needs. As a village-based country with concentrated communities, micro-grids make
more sense than politically driven grid expansion. Institutional reform and stronger coordination
among ministries are needed to build a modern and inclusive grid. If these foundations are set,
investment will naturally follow.

Benozir Ahmed
Policy Adviser B
Coastal Livelihood and Environmental Action Network (CLEAN)‘

'While there are tall claims of success in the power sector, including near-total electrification and
.mcreascd per capita usage, a critical issue remains. Our installed generanon capacity is nearly

'double our peak demand. A primary reason is that this sector - has become a * ‘goose that lays
|golden eggs,” implying systematic financ_mi_cxplouanon Past policy has been ﬂawed Master
iplans for the sector have repeatedly been formulated by foreign companies, _
'contradictory approach for a sovereign nation. Now, Bangladesh possesses a new possibilit}-'. A
'sense of unity exists, and people are ready to think anew. My humble request to future leaders is|
to channel this collective thinking effectively. When in state power, involve the people in
policymaking and lead this new consciousness wisely.

Advocate Abdullah Al Noman

Executive Director

Lawyers for Energy, Environment and Development (LFFD}

C onq‘[zmtmnalh just transition links to the right to life. environmental protection, and social
justice. As a lawyer, I would like to emphasise the need for specific commitments from political
parties. First, we require new laws and regulations crafted with genuine citizen participation, not
as ‘subjects’ but as owners of the state. Parliamentary oversight must be reformed to include
stakeholders. Second. we need an independent judiciary capable of true judicial activism. To
Epre\-'ent corruption in the energy sector, we must have a robust legal and judicial system that
holds the executive accountable. This is fundamental for implementing any credible Citizens’

‘Manifesto.
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Tanjim Ferdous (Moderator)
Head of Strategic Partnerships
Bangladesh energy transition is no longer a purely technical or economic issue. It's a de;pi
olitical situation. Decisions around energy mix, pricing, subsidies, public finance, and
renewable investments directly affect livelihoods. inequality, fiscal stability, and public trust. As
the country navigates economic pressures, climate vulnerability, and the global energy transition,|
the question before us is not whether to transition, but how just, inclusive. and pohlu,allx
sustainable that transition will be. Our dialogue is framed by the 13-point Citizens’ Manifesto

from civil society. Together, we must move beyond critique. Let us forge a consensus to build a
renewable, efficient, and equitable energy system for Bangladesh,

Aasha Mehreen Amin, Joint Editor, The Daily Star; Ashraful Islam

Raana, Consultant, Global Strategic Communications Council ((_.r‘s( 'C’); Mosleh Uddin

Suchok, Energy Lead, ReGlobal; Mousumi Yesmin, Advocacy Officer, Manusher Jonno

Foundation and Manirul Islam, Depu:} Director, Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies

(BILS) were also present at the roundtable, providing us with their expert know ledge and

thoughs.

Recommendatmns ‘

« Immediately halt all new fossil fuel power plant projects and invest instead in a
decentralised, renewable energy grid, prioritising rooftop solar to enhancq_energy
sovereignty and reduce import dependency.

« Amend the Public Procurement Act to mandate full transparency, publmhmg all power
sector agreements, and ensure citizen participation to dismantle systemic corruption.

« Establish a legal mandate for a rapid and just transition by setting a binding national
target to generate at least 40% of power from renewables by 2040

« Ensure a just transition by legally guaranteeing community consultation, proi‘ it-
sharing, and the protection of livelihoods for workers and communities displaced by
the energy shift.

' Develop a realistic, long-term Integrated Resource Plan through a cross-party

' consensus to replace flawed demand forecasts.

'« Strengthen judicial independence and parliamentary oversight to hold the executive
accountable for opaque agreements,
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Dubbed as a “bottomless basket” and a "test case
for development”, Bangladesh has come a long
way in its journey towards economic growth.
Since independence in 1971, Bangladesh's gross
domestic product (GDP) has increased by about
77 times from less than US$ 6 billion to over US$S
£60 billion, and its per capita GDPincreased by 30
times from less than US$ 90 to around US$
2,700. _

However, Bangladesh's GDP growth rate has
declined from around & per cent in FY 2023-24 to
around 4 per cent in 2025 due to economic
challenges. The economy is experiencinga
slowdown, with growth in the industrial sector at
less than 7 per cent and agricultural growth at
less than 2 per cent in FY 2025.The services
sector, accounting for more than one-half of
GDP, registered a growth rate of less than 4 per

about 6 per centin 2023-24. L
DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES: Notwithstanding
impressive economic growth at the nati onal
level, there are several development challenges.
Macro-economic Challenges. Bangladesh’s
economy currently faces significant macro-
financial stresses (the banking sector faces high
non-performing loans, issues with willful default
culture, and weak governance), persistentand
high inflation, weak tax revenue, and balance of
payments (BOP) pressures,

Education. Considerable progress has been
achieved in terms of numbers; however, there are
major problems affecting the overall education
sector. First, low pass rates and high dropout
rates at different levels of schooling indicate
huge system loss. Second, there is high
percentage (around 40 per cent) in the ‘not in
education, employment and training' (NEET)
category—higher in urban areas (58 per cent)
than rural areas (42 per cent). Third, there are

| infrastructure deficits — insufficientclassrooms
and laboratory facilities. Fourth, the quality of
education is poor at different levels. Fifth, the
education sector has not been aligned with
industry, resulting in a mismatch between skills
supplied andskill demanded. Sixth, there is lack
of adequate emphasis on STEM and technical and
vocational education. Seventh, inadequate
amounts are spent on education—only around 2
per cent of GDP compared to the UNESCO-
recommended 6 per cent of GDP.

Health. Despite sharp reductions in child
mortality and increase in life expectancy, there
are serious problems in the health sector. First,
there are human resources (HR) related issues
such as staff vacancies at various levels,
absenteeism, and lack of adequately trained
staff. Second, there are shortages of essential
services at different levels of service delivery.
Third, there is a lack of effective monitoring and
supervision. Fourth, there is a lack of effective
coordination between Directorate General of

centin the first quarter of 2025-26, down from |
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Development challenges
in Bangladesh =

Time for urgent action

workers, mostly females. A major concern was
the mismatch between the large number of
graduates and limited entry-level positions.
Unemployment was 3.7 per cent, but it was
higher among the relatively well educated—7 per
cent among those who had completed higher
secondary schooling and twice as high (about 14
— per cent) among university graduates.

. Youth (15-29 years) accounted for over one-third
of the total labour force and the employed
population.While the overall unemployment rate
was 3.7 per cent, it was 9.7 per cent among those
aged 15-24 years. Unemployment was especially
acute among the youth, accounting for over
three-quarters of the total unemployed
population.

Bangladesh ended 2025 in a challenging labour
market, with job losses,a significant decline in
employment, anda slowdown in job creation, due
to economic pressures and declining
investment(from 32 per cent in 2021-22 to 29
percentin 2024-25,and weak private
investment declining from 24.5 per cent in 2021~
s F 221t022.4in2024-25).
environment in the Poverty. Poverty in Bangladesh saw a significant
increase in 2024 and in 2025, with estimates
; L‘gﬂﬂﬂ‘y_ E __ from organisations like PPRC placing the overall
Health Services (DGHS) and Directorate General rate at around 28 per cent, up from around 19 per
of Family Planning (DGFP). Fifth, there is alackof centin 2022, while extreme poverty rose to over
effective coordination between the Ministryof 9 per cent.
Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW) and The rise in poverty is due to three factors. First,
Ministry of Local Government & Cooperatives  there s high inflation (over 8 per cent in
(MOLG&C), adversely affecting delivery of November 2025—quite high compared to
services in urban areas. Sixth, there is weak neighboring countries—India, Pakistan, and. Sri
implementation capacity. Seventh, there is Lanka). Second, there has been economic
double burden of malnutrition—under-nutrition slowdown (weak investment, especially private
co-existing with obesity. Eighth, there isrising  investment; slower GDP growth; and reduced
‘burden ¢ of non-communicable diseases (NCD), government development spending worsening

= _employment). Third, climate disasters have been

flu, and Nipah virus. Ninth, there is inadequate i illi
1 ushing millions into extreme povert |
sanitation. Tenth, overthe past decade, there has :monggwmerame groups (female—hes;l;:gw ally

beenstagnant/rising fertility, and declining
contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR).

Notwithstanding
impressive economic
growth at the national
level, there are several
development challenges.
The newly elected
government must give
topmost priority
to creating enabling

households and children), Rising chronic illnesses

¢ lead to higher househo
Eleventh,inadequate resources are spent on the thereby cfeating nfew v:ldl: :ge b?;:;g“gi;t::;

h 7o
ealth sector—onlyaround 2 per cent of GDP 1 -reased in both rural and urban areas. Dhaka

compared to the WHO-recommended 4 per cent fene)

b experienced sharper rises in extreme pove
iiﬁ;‘;ﬁ‘:ﬁ;ﬂ:ﬁ&*{g}’m’% thereare  ith therate near[l,y doubling from 360210 2094
coniderably 3 ffzct S oo?pijn:;s' according to some reports.Persistent inflationary
enisinga o I'I'EI ol Es i  pressure have pushed millions back below the

7 poverty line, According to a recent UNDP report,

Employment. The labour market is male- illi
& : over 40 million people live in extreme poverty.
dominated, with females accounting foronly ' according to a recent UNICEF report, EII::‘II.I nd ;IJ

one-third of the total labour force. According to ; e idi
e Btk s 19 per cent of children live in multidimensional
urvey, around three-fifthsof  ,ouerty. a much higher rate compared to adults.

the employed population are in vulnerable :
g Inequality. | ityi i
employment (self-employed, plus unpaid family m:quﬁd?y \:’:Eg‘:\?:gr'!iz rir:wgai;sg &;:ii!engeu

workers). Over four-fifths work in the informal

sector, and it is higher among females (96 per

cent) and in rural areas (88 per cent). W@ ‘;Ié-m- W
Although the relative share of agriculture to the
GDP has been declining over time, the sector
accounts for around two-fifths of the total
employed population, followed by the services
sector (38 per cent),and the industrial sector
(only 17 per cent).

Between 2023 and 2024, employment declined
by about 2 million at the national level, and by 1.6
million among females. There were factory
closures and mass layoffs, with around 100,000
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coefficient nsmg from 0.458in 1010 to 0.&99 in
2022), with higher urban than rural inequality
(Gini coefficients 0.54 compared to 0.45).
Further, there are pronounced weaith disparity

(with the top 10 per cent holding over 40 per cent
of income, while the bo:tnm Ioiercentonly
around 1 percent); and
disparities in gender, education, haﬂth and
female-male access to job opportunities. This
stems from afocus on growth over equitable
distributio uneven access Lo resources,
juneven development.
FoodInsecurity. Although total food grain
production has nearly doubled in 25 years,
Bangladesh imports considerable amounts of
wheat and some rice, with a forecast of about 10
million tonnes of total cereal imports in 2025/26
to meet nsingdemand
According to the Household Income and
Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2022, around 21 per
cent of the population experienced moderate or
severe food insecurity nationally—higher in rural
areas (22%) than in urban areas (18 per cent).
High inflation, economic pressure, and climate
shocks brought about food insecurity. It is more
acute among female-headed households, with
about two-thirds of them suffering from hunger.
Urbanisation. The urban population increased
from less than 3 million in 1960 to around 70
million in 2023. It is projected to be over halfof
the total population by 2050. The urban
population is predominantly concentrated in
Dhaka, followed by Chattogram. Search for better
empiuyment opportunities, better education,
and improved living conditions led to rapid
urbanisation. While boosting GDP, this rapid
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infrastructure deficit—insufficient [*lm.lsrail'lg1
waterlogging, waste management issues, and
traffic congestion, particularly in Dhaka. Rapid
urbanisation has exacerbated poverty and
income disparity.

TIME FOR URGENT ACTION: Given the above
development challenges facing Bangladesh,
there s clearly need for urgent action. The newly S

elected government must give topmost priofity s fefviierst: mm'

to creating enabling environmentinthecountry. st et o ofs = b
That will, first, include, among others, ensuring ﬂﬂm mA I S WI 1 ﬁﬁﬁg
good governance in all sectors. Second, there is ﬁiﬁ’ﬁﬁﬂi‘ AN SE) TS SR _ng
the need torestore macroeconomic stabiiity, W -t <o retioe a;ﬁ“ W;{” '
bring financial discipline, and reduce inflationto .. : W il
the desired level. Third, the needed reforms in w%“i‘e‘ﬂfgﬁ_' % A8 OREW
both the education and health sectors shouldbe - el = ::? :?bf{i:;

AT € T TG, T, WG S
wdttg araEl- i e « Fig 4w sy
(T SIS WEAE T SES | AR,
T SEIEE At g Bhne s e
AP 4TS SAY S e (ewe TRl
¢RI 3 AT AR fEE R

brought about, including the much-awaited S St B
increase in public spending. Fourth, there isthe Wrm; . 'ﬁ‘?w;ﬂ ITeg Wi o] 8y
need tore-build the fragile economy & lml Hl la\, o Wﬁ

byincreasing overall investment (including
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- North Bengal Sﬁgar" Mills shuts
early amid cane shortage

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

The sugarcane crushing operations for
the 2025-26 season at the state-owned
North Bengal Sugar Mills in Lalpur,
Natore, ended on Tuesday — two weeks
ahead of schedule -- due to a shortage of
sugarcane.

“We could notsecure enoughsugarcane
supply, so we had to stop operations and
close the mill,” said Md Ashab Uddin,
general manager (agriculture) of the mill.

According to mill sources, the target
for the season was to collect 200,000
tonnes of sugarcane from 18,000 acres
of land and crush it over 122 days -- from
November 10, 2025, to March 12, 2026 -
to produce 13,000 tonnes of sugar.

However, the mill collected around
172,000 tonnes of sugarcane and
produced about 9,600 tonnes of sugar
this season, down from 195,981 tonnes of
sugarcane crushed in 2024-25 -- a decline
of nearly 24,000 tonnes compared with:
the previous season.,

The mill authorities said the decline in
production was mainly due to lower-than-
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North Bengal Sugar Mills in Lalpur, Natore ended its 2025-26 season early as cane cultivation fell short and supplies were
diverted to other mills and molasses producers. PHOTO: COLLECTED

targeted cultivation and supply shortages,
as large quantities of sugarcane were
diverted to orther mills and molasses
producers.

“Cultivation did not meet expectations,
even though farmers were given incentives

to grow sugarcane,” Ashab Uddin said.
Around 15,000 farmers have received
their payments through mobile banking,
with a total of Tk 15 crore distributed this
season.
Moreover, to encourage growers, the

price of sugarcane was increased by Tk 25
per maund (about 37Kg), raising it [rom
Tk 600 to Tk 625,

Despite this, many farmers shifted
to other crops that they consider more
profitable than sugarcane.

This created supply gaps, reduced the|
extraction rate and made it impossible for
the mill to achieve its production target.

Officials warned that failing to, meet
the target is likely to result in significant
financial losses this season. '
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from crisis
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ASMA SULTANA AND
ANUSKA BANERJEE

On a hot afternoon, a group of
women can be seen sitting in front
of the embankment near Sheikh
Jamal School in Kamrangirchar.
From a distance, it might look
like a casual post-lunch gather-
ing. But a closer look reveals that
they are clearing water hyacinths
along the riverbank and collect-
ing soil into large bowls. Gradual-
ly, the soil piles up into mounds,

As the collection process nears
completion, several women squat
down and begin shaping clay
stoves. Day fades into evening, yet
with mud-stained hands and care-
ful attention, they continue their
work. These stoves are not craft
items. They are survival tools — for
both the buyers and the makers.

Dhaka has been experiencing
a severe gas shortage this winter,
causing widespread hardship for
residents. Cooking has turned
into a daily struggle in neigh-
bourhoods such as Hazaribagh,
Lalbagh, Shyampur, Mirpur,
Kamrangirchar, and Keraniganj.

At times, it takes hours to
cook a pot of rice due to extreme-
ly low gas pressure. Liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders
are not a viable alternative for
many households, as prices have
risen sharply in recent months,
putting them beyond the reach
of low-income families. As a re-
sult, handmade clay stoves have
become a practical solution for
many househoelds amid the pro-
longed gas crisis.

From riverbank to kitchen

Nurjahan Begum, in her sixties, ar-
rives at the riverbank before sunrise
each day. Grey streaks frame her
face, but her movements are brisk

and assured.
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Clay stoves in a gas-starved city

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
She wades into the mud, gathers soil by
hand, and carries it back to the embank-
ment. There, she begins shaping stoves—
one after another—carefully forming their
mouths, bases, and air channels. The
process takes hours. When finished, she
arranges them in neat rows to dry under
the sun.

The next morning, she staris again.

Nurjahan came to Kamrangirchar from
Barishal only four months ago. She learned
the trade simply by watching others. Yet
stove-making here is not new; women in this
area say the practice has existed for nearly a
decade, resurfacing whenever fuel shortag-
es worsen. Traditionally, demand peaked
during winter, when gas pressure tends to
drop. This year, however, there is no “sea-
son” anymore, The crisis has stretched
across months, and the women now work
almost every day to keep up with buyers.

A small trade, a crucial income
For 25-year-old Jhumur, stove-making is a sec-
ond bom of necessity. She works
pﬁrﬂﬂlyasataﬂor.mthermin@menm
enough to sustain her household. About a year
a@.sheitﬁnedtlrnthersmlheemhanhm
So far, she has sold around ten stoves of
her own. “Six or seven of us are working reg-
ularly now,” she says. “When sales are good,
more women become interested.” The income
is modest, but steady. And that makes all the
difference. Prices vary depending on size, de-
sign and durability. For instance, small stoves
sell for around Tk2o00, medium ones for about
Tk3o0, larger, sturdier, and well-designed
stoves can fetch up to Tksoo. The cheapest
variety can be bought for Tk100. Customers
from different parts of the capital such as Kam-
rangirchar, Hazaribagh, Lalbagh, Shyampur,
Keraniganj, Mirpur, Gabtoli, and other parts of
Dhaka come to purchase these clay stoves,
For families living in semi-permanent hous-

 —

Mgmaremwithmgulaxmmacﬁms.m}l-
ing alternatives like electric cookers is often
impractical. LPG cylinders, meanwhile, can
cost more than they can afford. A clay stove, by
contrast, requiresonly firewood, scraps, or oth-
erlow-cost fuel, It is simple. It is reliable. And it
works, As for the stove makers, the daysstretch
long. Moming to evening is spent moulding,
drying, stacking, and selling. In between, they
return home to cook, clean, and care for their
families. Nurjahan says she finds dignity in the
routinie. “It brings some money, People bene-
fit. And my time is not wasted,” she explains.
She remembers the first day she made just four
staves. They sold quickly, earning her Tk2,000.
That small success anchored her to the craft.

What began as a response to hardship
has grown into a micro-economy shaped
by resilience. In a gas-starved Dhaka, these
humble clay stoves have become more than a
workaround. They are a livelihood—fired by
necessity, sustained by ingenuity.
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industry's first choices for
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capacity, underscoring that
safe alternatives do exist but
remain systematically
overlooked by the shipping
sector, he noted.

munni_fe@yahoo.com
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STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and 12 others
injured in road accidents across
three districts over the last two
days, according to reports from our
correspondents. '
In Cumilla, two people were killed
and seven others injured after a
bus plunged into a ditch
beside the Dhaka—Chattogram
l;i_gtmayiuDaudkandiareayﬁtelﬂay.
The accident occurred around
3:50pm in Jingatali area when
a  Chattogram-bound  Econo

with an auto-rickshaw, and skidded
off theroad, said Daudkandi Highway
Police Station Officer-in-Charge
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The deceased were identified as
auto-rickshaw driver Faruk, 42, of
Bahadurkhola village in Daudkandi,
and bus passenger Mizanur Rahman,
48, of Chuadanga Sadar upazila.

Dr Habibur Rahman, upazila
health officer at Daudkandi Uparila
Health Complex, said five injured
passengers were referred to Dhaka,

while two others received primary

care.

The bus driver and his assistant
fled the scene, police said.

InTapgaiLmOpeuﬁemmlledm
a head-on collision between a private
car and a battery-run rickshaw-van on
the Dhaka-Tangail-Jamuna Bridge
highway in Kalihati upazila yesterday.

Sharif Uddin, 41, was declared dead

5Lilled, 12 hurt in road accidents

at Tangail General Hospital, while
_rickshaw-v jver Mohamumad Amir_
i : w D

Ali, 40, died
S5 Shariful Tslam, sub inspector of
Jamuna Bridge East Police Station.

In Kishoreganj, constable Nazrul
Islam, 52, was killed and five others,
including three policemen, were

injured aftera CNG-run auto-rickshaw
carrying police personnel collided
head-on with a bus in Padorgati area
of Hossainpur upazila on Saturday,
said Hossainpur Police Station 0C
Muhammad Rashedul Islam.

Nazrul was returning to the police
station with an accused when the
crash occurred. The accused and the
auto-rickshaw driver were among
the injured.

e 54 (RO 203

cﬂm’fm,_chmﬁrﬁ! i Ao
RETEIRA (Tl QU g
IS (E, T ¢

7 (GL FI0I TG TP
ey,

WLE A AITGOIE (FFILE (918 FA &
ool | o3 Fogates WE (e 0] A0S
O] | TOEH (AR A GIE-HEA
(FEPY SRS INE e
A1EHA GETEE @ FHGAI WG |

Tize 68 watea = iR B (93) 3@
a1 ol Tovamm SAfix (D v |
fafs fagem aaem LGRS |

srarmaR o g @ e, WE S
S SBrE i anTE! F5id 1) FE
AT e | G HIeE el $i
GG SIRSLE (5118 A | 4 F GRRRI
s (G 51a T fof 03 e SLstE 10!
Wlméﬁw{m

% PR I A9 S

wf% S qf Fresrem amne) 3¢ caee
% 1R, (RiGia a3 941 4% Frevem e
b ST T STECE O1% &1

afz Bfng =12 1, *TEMTS T
ST GAE qCER, e ST Wi
sifes <A = pEe | G949 SR AIAR
i%@mw,mmwmmw
% firase S1e 3141 SEE

L. ik o
T T € YA WEF TN e e
| @A IS @ FIGA WH | A
AT TS 9§ WS TE WWE
aquret Fepres Ao Frew, FAT IR
HEF ORPTH 6 (TR WA e Fes
e 315 faei e afeffe e ww—
IR < SoTE TS B NI T I (8¢)
mmﬂﬁ{%hmmmﬁm
A (GIHE) THAISIT o AT
il ' wifaErE

e L - L | e R R
GrEE g WET weeee =W 3 H<qBrE
(FETE (T8 TR AR A (R (0 I TET
@ I TrereE o =) ffeen@e I
e (M obr vE g w0 ol e oEr
Toirem BET NOEIE AN 9IRS TR (R
TR 8 T T A TSI Y BT
2 WY FrTE T SR A 3 | s T
=i SR, 5 TR T G0 A I
T | STeE B 9 BT T TSI A
TR A A TETE W 6% AL e e
IS T | G (U O TR WY I TS
Fey v oo afmm-Awe o5 Yo e

2237 | Q TBAIT AR BRCE B0 Tl BALE|
e (T ; e FES WEmAEE T
s e (0¢)| (TEE e eaceed
o B sproiEy AT O WEGA 9I5|
sefme

AREEEET AU AN (AR (A iE =
W, (AT TR oA N Wt (o 9 A
o) @ WY WS SfE NI O T N

Seirey (3o0) ¢ CTRCW GREE T s0W e
tomnrs wen 28FNCE AW aretEEw 0T €
AT A ead whArgeE WEl WA
O (T 52 TGS 5T ST (e AT
e W T TaEie e e

. G s REw e (AT
qEEe T @ oA I BEEE
(o7 (ATETE BEE FE | G B A1
ELTICIRR S Sgeirel ST :iwwﬁm

(5 |

W(W:WWW@M
B fEe Rl W (e AaEE S1Te. S S
o AR (A G - TS T
(g NBA H0 |




PAHLHLE L]

— e

EEGEIGE

g SO B 71 e
A 9 Pls—are (bo), 7%
Te8 T e 91, ome 91 GEE

S A (00) @ T
o=

%mwm
T B HEres A

(I | 4% ShE W3 AR
HITEE T TS WEW (55) T
I T AEE |

Bl

A5 A |

. E

T e

FEAE FeIw Ew M ¢ TweT B T
BT T T TR TS Bl 3 B W
91 T8 IWR A TS we FerE w5 O v
DR 337 wm T 5 T56051 (B ot 2T
sﬁo;‘;ﬁﬂwﬁmqmjmmmmww
T3 |

T Bl T wem ) e geer o s
TS M T A,

T, o6 BSFG Wore (e e Pt o w7
3 =36 Wi (w5 105 SR e oy wes e
) I 030 o G wen Bt oy afiee
IS TG N VIS (WA AT AT AR
SEl 0T, WeTw e Tl B S s (@
fon) ffen aca (o9, o4 s 07 I @I B W

b e ; 2 e a2 (90), 99 9§ G
P A gﬁwﬁm@mwaaamwmm)

TG A GG | 1S © oAl o (=5 €% FNwgs e
w1g B (T w19, N wn— e, wize & @b
Y AR SR ewEE 29 e v i e e
T | 3T AT 2R S5 SHATE A (T Y (T o
Hiag ey GGy T T or | fre g aewee

—

C80% (XA CNrErT e e 9w (o0) WA AR | TS
CHlf Wi ST 376 951 & AT T S D5
G AEEE SR NS G o U516 | 9 ST 7y
58 et el e www wieE, W @ O
P gz Afom (e oTif ey o e b W
TR 59 (BT 03
8 FEA 80X

bl

WA I @ 49 S (1 |

PG IWT I 6 o7
FITERT e

N TR T & wEAte sEEe, W e
T W TR (IR e TR 0e
CoIETES TR

TTRER (TN (51 A SR, T I B
S A F Gl e = W e o
(6T B WH W N7 <l 97 | W o <
sl ST Fn iR il W (e b aEm
W U1 GO IR WIS T R S e
mmﬁmmmmwlw
gt e e v wioR S 38R0 omew T
5B 82 RS wterm v o TR Wi,

ity A ffew om e e W, 9 T
FEWE (RS 91S 3051 8¢ WS maw A = oy
e Wit Fob 22ty oty e saB o R gies
Tt e | erfiesa Tes Wi @ © ToreE (T
G TR A FEE Wi o w5 5

8 T 389%, 33 (FFYI 0

L (S1=A1 8 (S5 (7S

—EHE

ruary 2026

“Tuesday 17 F
LG -
CIIE R AN

€ Gyt AR Aeeck R ww
e Zomes | :

5 @RI E 30w e
BT BRI -]




WL TV gAY T

e

e

YA, CFFI 5, 03y

-

THEIF 3 9 3803 o ot e

'+ Wednesday 11 February 2026 W
ey 8 3 © TS
. .
:w|8 M st 2R w oraw @ e Wﬁmmmm{aq}.
1 CGHATAS e
(e A o, AET A 92 AT s sleen e o @I (o) aw:mm%@?ﬁ
; e mmmwuﬁwm|w mﬁtﬁmemwwm
amsraels-fircarsr Sifeat Bonwers wredgen amE FIAET (RIS A1 T A
miﬁ?w crerRfeR free e SR TS a@ s

TR S e o5, e Sfe AreeE
forzrm =t e sam Praammega wzem
BN (NEE (A e wEhAe @
TR e T S AR
Wﬁ'ﬁm;

SIS AT Afum Al e
B3 e e ¢ 52 IR fiee
T | O WA ALE A JFHEE @ O
SEFA | ACIE TSP HLE v FE SoArerE

T T 1wy Ao vy G
Q&g AfeNte 5% It e wfETe |
AENE  MYEE Rem  wWR efy
TSRS T ST, TR *ESef
TEETTE OSf A 9EAl cE o
ufeet | e cveRfem favem =
Redre g curs s TdrE e
WL AT N AN Fewd @ | are
WA TR T WS GWETT @

e IR W () | wRemE s ST GEE
ST Al B T SEE 8 frrem wa e 5
mmmﬁgmmw W?ﬁﬂ.ﬁ!;;msﬁwméﬁa Ty Wwﬁm‘;@mea |:gsimw
THATEIE @ g wwg e Sereen TR ffecn

. Bl ; WY DRSS A e T wewiE) Wi e |

T e WA ag 3y T SEo

wiEEthe W AR FeRmIE AR " Wednesday 11 February 2026
umers Bye ffeem s oA

ST NS g e e
@ f{ge
=T, e :

TETe BEE 8 EEeR e g | e e e B e

B frms ofe faerle e Bemmem foee Srsmes wersnr o 50 N | >
[Riea ) sew o e e e e 1 fofa yra comm e - =
o A = AT e G TR (BT | WS T ey w
R x¢) | fefd e wafam Soem &raw Bwe =y L.
T T
wiNEE ST @ Y e WYY, T e A fic e T 55 (PR 2030

= r< ) Pl aefl SETe T (e (N AT OT | 4TS WBATETEE BT b AT 3803
a@qu][a] Wmagﬁwmmmgmwm,

o A et AR o YR EQW_

_weqrd 2o 8

sEeErd e AfFaaE < TR A A G0 Y
I ifRn % AW e sRew fes wame *
PRI S (T 95T S e g

TiTees SO o wEs o6 TN UIES W | 4T O 20 I

Ty SFU| WEE @A oot e em-afE R =E
comrRIfER fEeR e ARG TETEE o WA S5
e Iy ofmm Hebgm e Lot o

TorSeTE G SERE SIgE W ArNE g & oA 9 e
(oI, BT SO STy HarE (el sy v febee aver ordadt
ST OTE WY | ST HIES T 00 B g

<[ (o1 S T ST 6 i fermrere o= B o ©E w¥erw

N

it Ao Bl W ehATErE P e TEE WY O SEEl
FY T T T | ST Sere 3y s S o A, oo
AR (A AL AT (P S-S T | I WA IR A
T T RIS | S BTSSR TFE R
BRres SR wETT OEE, @ 68 oo S WIES @ SR we |
DT SIS AT uE o (e S TR | SEE e
S B ATET 6 e frwrm oo ST WY S ',
IR (o e SR A @ Iy <oArEn SN Fe
ST AR (U orter ) S g dt e G S TS @
T IR | AT TROT A ST 1% 1 TR | & A1 WAL (40T
wrEer T w0a arNa S Sere ) S e 4

|

u8

s .}

i | ot Fewms omm A
3% 2T AEPTE o0 T WieS waE |
w sfsffiom A wwm—
e (o) : Fresa wee—t
7 EEAE R S A

WY Ba

e
(TR (e owEm wee faEm,
il e s
CIRT SE (E TeETe
& ST TR T AT
WS TR (E TE B
Fesrms g wmm sy

MWe&_ﬂ_ﬂmﬁmm

| A% TG4 WRSER JERT U@ wen
BT==T A1 ool DI TR | 6%
T TEE W oEE W)

A e

fifen TreTers fF @0 T 99w i Seree

o6 S CC IEPTE] (FETTE S0 T S AT | S

T B - O O

(Eave) FieE TaE SHF, FHAT IR o) T
A (EER TRTOIE S el |
WA | O WY 43S TEER M
bz I U o T = 1
T TS ) TR

ST TALHTH TN, S (SR AR HErga

T THTER VI I (e o e v 4 ah
Q@ T

THE-IEIE U | WSt TR W AR




il WAL FHU|

= i 33 (Al 203y
s | T

B o8

7'_'_

Sy |

femefee.

TS 35 R 2o
b FE 2803

q T eWTeR
wRiEd warmE Th LR « 7o Wb | e

BT @ AR ST (WEREm ST
T cem | BF i o o e

ligiiatd I

: TR W ST KR D 9k A
fom FipR ofed T ww IET MR-
TS AP QTSR SR & 70 W)
— S AP D T RS e || T 5%
Y TS T T mﬁ1W$ TR e CWETETT B € Taee o
Toper Doy XOpres O BN W yerd vom ot wifanen) Wb wwS b0 wW WS
G B (W TR TR & TN W e ey (oo TebTRE AW
mgwmmmﬂgm I T 77 G A @ T | <wy
[ 'HEGE ’
vt 6 e 7 o 5 WP T X TR PR o, s
T T W) bo U T TP REWW ST 2y, B R & ARG TN HH—
TR € TR TEISTH T %0 T e ¢ oo « ) W AR B b
A T | SREOINE i qmmen ¢ aOWE AN SO T

it T WA | SRS TR -
o ot i cRREAE @ B i e mind Ive A O

‘ : RS B Tew U
I R TR TR TR

R woek ) TR A R R TSI (RETE T CET @S AW
f “q
mm«ﬁammﬁwmﬁmm* T T ACRE TR TR W 3¢ R WY

s 4 :mwmmmmmmmma

TEE HfeY WP we wiE @rTE o

Y SHEF I WEEE W A W 5T
femerere (Fee) : wee o W w2
TN T TR | JHTE T S P R |
e e Farrees (oneme TR Tibem o
et =z Thewra e fEmmgs cabeReE ToA
= T 8 foneeR T TTEvas w0 A
s I AT W) SEm e a0
T TAEE aTE TeTE i e

g (Frm) - Frrtm wBTR BAG @ e
IR T TEE | GO TS T WS R | IR
BT AETRiEDd G0 AECE @ HEoAl W | AT
TE| BT AT ST S W

: WRORE (A6 ; T T FRCERT B T
SR T WAE | TR AE-NETReg e
T o W

R G e 95| 9w
TEGERICT 4 AR ¢ B SPER WIES W | W
YMRETE0T FrE AT TS (WO (|
6% : T iR W P ww gEey s
@ Y TR SR Tem Swwem o
BEfrey Ao e e 9fs A aEw @ g
WhH TEEEl e (e Tefmag AeweE
s e S &

T o1 (T
sraGe aerEfe

SER A S YRl WH
A0S SoAELFS BleTE A (20)
FzT ) OWE S TR
PHEERAE  JATeE WD
sifex wm EeAE O (83)
A uF 3 e T

e : AQmIe SHEea
FEERE  PEIE Ao
MbaERLeEa e Uy
fmn A @ AP Y
warg| RmiEs @ e 52
(TBAAEBEEE AN WA
fer w3 Rpedla faze Zace!
WERE  AETE GRead
BeirmE e 4 FHoAl 91
fas wifka c@oE  (5¢)
TEAE TATE  AYREE

TR 5> IR 0%

o (SRl

NARA Al 5o s

7 2030
J

RO (€

QO Bl s SHR R WI-cae T gy, YRS YeAs e e
caTst ) cofaejea o fiee Fice Reped s @ 79

@ AR I (TR

e, CEE 6 AR s fom -
mem.m?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
TS e efehEE-

BIwopR « BTeTE oo Wit SerET Rl T o
FITAT (0 01 (b)) 992 T1F (A GATH &5 90w
i (06) T T e | TR IS S
wise S Ade Awaifte o4 wE) e 9
AT AT ST (T T (R S |

FieTEE! S, T A ¢oo T TETE A9 [EoAIErS
CTET T e A o duf saE @
o A A BT Rres 5 o @i sefE
HEA (ACTE (GF a9 SATR TF T 4 g
=) T YT YEAE waE WeT i I 49
ORTECAE OIWE 07 T | 9 (O TEal v o
(Foea AEA) R T WA @ ToeE qee o
g of oo, oy T S o SbargeT (e |
WA Tl FFbe g wowe ww 4RE o o
ofegs 7evw e wwm, enfwer o g3
oAl 9 WA W AEEiEE W 4
A 7t 4 OIWE G TS TR
TETE TR T T

CRE ; (RTET e Ry Tififas
TG WATE 07 47 OeTT (TE | P EC ]

T T S5 B | Fee e (AT s
AT cE e o (eo) 9 awE e s

TR (A T} | 9% G = (o)
mm&ﬁﬂ%
ww TR BaeEe oA e fAfse

g o W e fem v ol S0, o T
9T T e T wa el e e
At S AT TR REeTs TeE -
sfaaes Sie T %416 THW 65 F9 578 (1771
frereg AT & T (TS T W (578, T

wﬁ?‘wm%ﬁm AT 55

T
oiF ¥F

w foran @ e firgt Regpe® w1 oz wiiiat oicae
TET T T O T e o o wey
foremst adarge Bieers ot v quee s e

T B fof T S A8 (SR S
TS R |

PR T WWE | (A Tormeng AT e
ST @ Woar WG| T e Wy ot 3R -
tafes wm (Arefirm s T e
CATET (91T 108 OBt €A (e

1 7a% ol pmre e 0t 4 Y et wa o
]

L&

TIE|




- R PALEPLY L4y

“FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20,2026 & —
FAILGUN 7, 432 BS m
mhtﬁa%u THAE, (PR 30, 2030 ™

Thrcekilied . V9 -'QTC'\I HOR E('f Lo

in road

if:;ﬁfms IR Grld 3”“'5”‘1

Three people were killed o vraprz (it Yo wBaTy sy ITTETE TS WA | WI%S T R A
and at least xm others s | ﬂwmmmhmr ﬁfﬁmﬁ WWJ IEFE FEM 61 s qqesni=-omza
“uu):dmd in two separate ¢ =FwweE e ET FAE | SEY ACHAT T, wi (:E)@m”“:ﬁf ﬂ%ﬁw AT @ T WG | s

accidents  On s, Wiwey, TS, e, ML, PR © Hrpd) faw | fo ¥ SIS T @ ooy
expressways in Shariatpur sieam s woew 2 e | sTearE faria e Ty : BONRET A Semeenn Wigwed
and Munshiganj yesterday, ewa w1 w5 | Raifre afeffim “pm aw— wen fum (we | www wEhE (o) RemEwred

according to reports from CTTFe 4N TSR FHU1 AT o, wew RaE o

our correspondents. - . : coremma Drzer fafy few & i
In Shariatpur, wo i+

transport  workers ~ were m BT 20 LFFAM 2036

killed and at Teast five = st W 5803

passengers injured when
a Gopalganj-bound
Kotalipara Star Express bus -
rammed a stationary Khan -~

Paribahan coach around

4:00pm at Jamaddar -Q——

intersection on the Dhaka- a w
Bhanga Expressway near ,

the South Plaza of the &
Padma Bridge. (%% : et Eﬂﬂmﬂz@*ﬂ :ga e
Akash Sardar, 31, a BUS ooy v saR TERE S 99 % FTEE . | ﬁ,,“ﬁg‘i“ | WF 4--“1‘,[—;“_-";T--l';ﬂ—T

hefpéer_from Gopalgan] fes ware| @ <o =fears fga Fred @ el
Sadar, died on thespot,and e oo wepes wara @ et | Jefan Biees 8, T B :
supcr\-'isl:lr Yunus Mollah, BT mﬁ IEEE Bgel AEE a4 3 = priehibge : ﬁ]ﬁ| ;;ﬁ-q

40, died alter being aken pea 5 :
' ; o5 Cemwes Rl T e FE- o
iuzhgslplla.l. g AR "Tﬂf‘i W% T e Bl e etent w ; Em= ﬁ;‘ma iﬁl Treren GiTea CAl. T
Sub-Inspector US ofire srm AT Wi P S o 3 *
Salam of Shibchar Highway mﬁw sl S gl TS (R ; Srels e
Police Station said the Star g s wre e fes Bt P %ﬁ"‘-ﬁ_‘”maﬁ_ﬂm
Eiwess His the parked Bus ey scq vren 1 ot 73, s s T e € 7057 3
from behind and mounted qez ¢ zregErs w2 GBI et s e : ik :;;
the divider. Traffic Was guar® wyoprens arll, WS r«}tén < @%ﬁ’m‘ g o I‘ﬂ;;m@ ﬁfﬁ it
disrupted briefly. Police g qq: wwidrs 7 TPl o TS T SIS T YR :
seized the buses. | T, 3 AR e s o

In Munshiganj, Shawkat ggetrm st 39—

S T o O e
i 22 A (Tt : FReTE A4S AgH WEOAH O T e |

ek O Jasita, UBSEIR qrfors s v e e B v <TI
after .ap Mavs boimd T (R SRR (4T i B TS G (SR AT
truck hit a broken-down “%%W'%WWWWEWWW

i (o | S e R T (RIEE RIS

200 1
ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ&ﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁﬁl S BT S SRR 1S SPRRT 5 CIGERCeT e o
underpass on the Dhaka- “ﬁ'_"‘g‘; S O fres ﬂleﬁww m
Mawa Expressway. o Eﬁ‘j‘ww Sy @fhf‘ﬂ LR .
Sy . A ) S (R S e, 33 CFERIE 20%Y

Im?a';o mﬁm mhf*per' :i‘i casTaTa “1ioF T @ oA T

injured fan referred fm _W{'ﬁ] ﬁﬁ Wﬂ'\'ﬁ'ﬁ Eﬂﬁﬁ‘&[‘?j\[ﬁ W‘Pﬁﬂ W
Dhak : A oFT, BT
Dhaka for treatment, fire oy (ameIGETep | SURET™ (A (vo) fFzs 2T e

: w3y (HFENE Sosy

b WA 5803




B e LP A !g\quo"

cﬁﬁc@qﬂtﬁ

m ﬁ-;'z@ R s e s w8y MAT
< ﬁT\F{TCWﬁT aTe

Frrrng offeF

wmwﬁmﬁ
A & T e %&%
R Teiveera S TSR

Rt fow i 7 72T S G
Sl T TR «9R ST

mﬁ‘ﬁiﬂmm
AT T |

Mmmm
G, iﬂﬁ{omﬂmﬁwﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ

U e mm

._ refr ﬁ = -
- . 2 RFM 08y

et wmmm =

”ﬁ‘w o 1 * w3 03¢

_. 15372 9-__“21 -T2 |
Zer W T d2 A

Wy Pt e iz
MR SREaw AEST TN ok

mﬁmmwwwﬁr
e e)|ﬁﬁ

mj‘tﬂﬂlw

mmmm

mﬁmmwmbawﬁw

o B
o (1| @ el Rfen
A FCLF S OIE RIS HEHTH |
e G R oo

"EE (8G) AT 4B
R | T t@n%i§$ ﬁwm

A1l A & T 9B | “ffel Sifrare, S
wohifae e 2o v Retees
A1 ST TR A 10 W1 B4 il
oifea «afb B ¥z st o 5ta1 ) oo
G GReT IR BT C e A

AT b > EFAE 0%

=

Fm offi

sfouw Gfemma® b o Feafesfs
S Jrnf weard AesA 2o
e | O @ 3BF s e @6
G @ FEGA! T |
oo Waw AEAeEd o Srangs 2
53 B WIH AT (ba) S T APH (L),
APEE ez FesfE
mﬁwm T FEEE (80),
e
(:brmw&asa@
mawmmq@m

sffeel @ erowERaEl S, Panfe abaa
e e s BN T UEHER
e TfiEe RoEo e oF asiG s
3| 4| o TG T IS
9T GRS OO P T | SF0d WIS
WS GEATE PRGH (FAL JHADIE FS
o Foaee GEtHE ORIs YIS  EEe
A IATE CNF 2290 A Ao 8 $Row
e FSER T SeAEE CNE THESE
Afeia Wae | qEeaR o g TR &

& 7o W5 | fres
R (Y (o) TR TSR AR
AT W e TErE (6 | BEE
@ =g ST WBTEH -
I6UE AT R WHAEER B W A
T O7S A5% Wi Bl g
T T, A BEE WE SO
&1 BrarEe (T THATSTE A
U | IS [0 “HIS 61 EE T |
offer & FarTE ST SR | /




3% FFIE 0%

R i Sl

mams anRT anfie @mEs m

oS o

CIFSRSIE P 8 Wk 7L ones
fos =omss) ToE, fAEgem, e e
eSS AST TEBNE SIES ¥EeA R3S
rACEA | ﬁm E1E - S

F9q T (8e) A O9F W T A2
TR | GNBATH TR (AR S B
D sFos T | RerEng @ sowE E
(NETER CqeETe wge  S0s OB
 CIBEEEE HeEd (NIBEEEE WS
Ram (00) Fze Towem) Bf W dw

T (T%
mwwwmmwm
& st s W 2-ErE 52 e
ﬁmmm|wémmmﬁﬂwam (T (TS | (TS T T BT R (o

wferes S5EA ST T
vt forew, AeE
e T € DRI e
fedfeae Sl sTe B
froiy = ofsffigee ST
AW —
W ; T HFI IRA T

figm oAb 6Bl

T
aR R

cﬁiﬁm Prrao-oTE!
HEH oG 2o

Tomea AeEfEenA AT gO b e
@F 9% TR STHAR A A w2l
FAEB] AP QUFA A _GNIABE
ReNTH (GBI @I (3¢) @ @ 3 (38) A1 52
g5 [zs 27 FEE : oTFEAe AR WEE

: ATA A%
| Aawbes BTG |

. me

m)aaaﬁﬁmﬂwlm
ﬁmmg‘aﬁmmmmmw
BreTEl ECAR GBTG WERE! A% OIS B
mlﬁmwm 2 @ Fealoefe wefsaa
weqrd 5T BFOd WHO TAES| AT
FENE AR CAToEE AR Aeeml (NS
BAIG S5 | WS AT *fEsy Sl A

e s '_I @A 23 ETE 0%

» WA S80%

#AfS-oT I

fommn R T 98 FEN (TG AT
7% e I T WA € TR o R
WWLWWWMle

i wRem o A v
wAw, woamEm  feRetm @
T el T e
T S| T T
oW T WWE JEUEE AT
|

G TAW o RN (@A

WWWWWKW W@%HCW SRS T (T A S -

c:«emmﬁf

m | ol Toee Fee e
R ¢ TEE O SEE
o o T, s fa e
e TR T (9% <38 R

TR 6 T A (e AT |

(e TS wR e

(3 P )
TEA g9 T TMEEIE WO AR
W@aﬁmﬂmﬁm
™ G S-SRI e e
e
srereaE T, e T e A

{ ww PeafeoTere wofe §90s- 9008 T91 9
T oS 3 @ ET T g 8T

ﬁmwsm=mﬁmmﬁ=ﬁnwﬁa
29 T S e ECE ) EETH TREW WA
s wHwE (6F) W9 eanm W, BT 1§
o mftest | @ g T
mwwﬁmmww
mﬁmummmmwmwﬁ*

VAT - e AR Ah e A

cwwmﬁmawnWWWrwmw
> W | (FE SPTHES AT WEAIORE B AR
Az T T 9 =

R P T el whieR
W fEeE PR —(TECRIET cmwwm
R (TR, et A

B : G b PR 3803
Dhaka : Sunday 22 February 2026

- e IE
TS T e ¢
e,

aEE wEE GTEAE (AMSErETm R WiRS e i crbeie it e 2R
arrate fe o ee ¢ (AR WAl TEE e A WA W e

Ao (3e) -

5= T fims o .e‘nﬁﬁrtamﬁﬁn'a vyeT qiwse femd

m@mm"ﬁmﬂf@fﬂm e | JEiiean BRE-AEE TR e
m?wmﬁwmﬁmmﬁm B A Mo WE (THIRISE W

WE 05 fre Teeer Srrenme-Afgem afisrn, Terd! T T W WHIREE
mﬁz serEE SREEM TR Aae < Mo e Fry R (kR WT W

SHIGET FEGID WO

o TW & w9 Fed §E e e

R B9F « Teon e e o wbifEeinE OAIEAR S T OEN

oy |




HLHLY il'ill.?'ﬂ
a | ﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmq&_-_
ma 5 TG 580% ,
'ﬁi@ﬁiﬁﬂ%m Gﬁﬁs_q’_ S
(R TRIGERICT

mﬁﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmmmwm
(se)mmmfmmwcw|wﬁm

e T N T 5RO UIT eE OIS ©ad T b
oieres ES (BaE) Eﬁ'ﬂﬂw s et fe s
fofpes sl AT ABR e 8 (el 3
fome S 7 HE S, i T (AT CONA S
sﬁmmmmﬂamqmmﬁm
H0F TS (S W 75 e A & I (P (UL G G2
mwmﬁsﬁwwmmﬁmmﬁmﬁﬂmﬁﬁaw
CHTES SE |
WS BT (IR LEE G e <Y e s e
TENH A GO YRS | O R (A ACR
BiTae Terst e e B5E (SfwE) G, FEEE YEE
T Fee 90 wWE, memﬂwﬁﬁmm

mmm:mmmmmu
TP & st AAPTE WEe &-9 T (e B S FeAl

qumﬁéﬂk\bi mmwmﬁwwm‘%wwm%cmwmmw

= "@”@ SIS T et e
RTwiad, Wo® etz e e

o5 (O

R T (AT o o A TR WenE Y e
TIEEFET 4O VS T TS TEE | WEe o (S AR
o1 (T8 & TR | TR WA Tt s, e
T EF ¢ FEeerss TEee osew wwe) e

STATTAT HeER—

weww © armetengt (3w ¢ Forerd o@ fm e it

(e TECEFATE YR FEeR WA —IPEIE GFE MR

o e € TE) BEiEw (2 (AR GReR-5RATY WEEEE
iR G GG WG| AYea 2afErwy 9

T WA TTEE TR |

“iifsgiEs @ Gt 91, (= =18 o 5P SRR O (A4TE

REL a&mﬁkohb
g e %Wmmﬂﬁ—ﬁ for (TelE 7SS
; | wfefy = wiiaies & mﬁw

FFAGTE “EE ITGANE G0 GAE  Ee 8
(AT Ao b o Resmes siferel & GhaR ASTEFAR! G, TG afsfm oo
A1 SH0E| WeT TG0 AEE SRR R SIeR B v o fsfe () =
TEATS0T| J6AR A5 S0 LT PG W 4T3 W | AR TR AR 8 A e, et @ 2Ry wee
G-I cor P a6 fefbe o 3w ) g A R 51aGH 2% e |
At RrwR 28| We FEme o gaE  RUBRe 9 @3 SEE wWe 6 1| GR efsrzva @ sfeffirm
TR AR e 53R € crRET W SR BEILS Y | SIS YT~ SR ©

&% 7P A < e GEHRE e FHAGE @OE BEE A A mﬂm
o) G oPefs i BRI SR MRS RS @ 4 B, 97 S mwﬁw

reErE 7T weE S 5% B TH
TR 439 e B
WS 0 T GICE |

FEAETE Wi e R (el
e fp oo A0 GEE, GREIEA,
+forprz TR AfeeR Aol 380 wnew
FASAR F6 $aE| WeT adne R
e == An | e gl e =eie
i@

|

gaEfE s A e IEAn
weres S STy Sfea T GIPEDE
a3 Tes A oRel-shaTeTE
TR HRATAe W= A 9w A
A WA T WES A6 iR
Treaif | gt are (+1fF60w) FeMeeT Ibe-
QI GE1H, GRS aume 52 ol I8
, :mﬁmmqﬁwm @@=l
WWWW!WW
RS TUIA! W 1T S35 T Al
=i st B et aeeE wfew

O 1 15 o i e ol e R o
| FER w1 e BR A AR i
(AT S ot =0 e 40 o7 FBHRR
ot e crem | w377 51 BT 49 SR
S (5| 1% S0E S5 At 6% T OTE
B =t FHTEEc S5 L= T WeE 4is
| TSR et @6 CleETeiE
e =i o A

T AR T, W T sRfE Bem
WG (PGS 0 SeE Bfer e
21 BT (AT e A 7% YT TN
- CADe (e IR WS 78 €S
- ETER WEPIE TE |

arpef aitceg = S TEE g,
5@ =il 7 APl Trare @t
| (A BT @S §0-¢0 TG
b T TS = weleE | aites Reehn
R 97 el =y sreioes winy v | wieE
R wgdfe ote oftg) weafers 9

ﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁwmﬂﬁﬁmh

@) 8 LEIGE]
e BlaEd (=

FHLHG 7 e AT
FEEA A o FEoA TH |
iz &H" T (ob)
GTEEAEE ST EEATRE
HEe %Y (& 8
TSI AATE SEGE

Eﬁammmﬁml

Y €% Y95 HES T @

oA e oo S WG
GG TITS TAEH




WAL

vl

TR : CATHAIE do FER S89%
g@::mdny;ﬂmmme

GWI2-

28 T AL

SrelfEmaraste, SAHAA
e -

T HEEA TIES
aap o fire T
v fofm (B9a AEE &
mﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁtﬂm

T _Tﬂﬁm
% wiEw fFEe e
ﬁmmsﬁﬁﬁ%
m@mﬁﬂuwm
ﬁqﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁh

(8o), WHZ G
at}ﬁ‘wﬁﬁﬁ!&ﬂ'f{eah
FanfesFs WA
ofy Fre®a e S
PG AT |

pEaTE 9o fAEe TEEAl 9

% Al AT | T D10
mwm%m_ A
oE WGF FA HEL !nﬂwﬂmﬂerﬁ.
famry wigfe afesm oEEH

ATACE | 27

ﬁi_(mm[%
i FEw ca WW{WGE
T WTE

P
WIWI-}Q‘@T&QrQL

e

ﬁ{@& wm_ﬁﬁg ;Tu?m| o wer e et s 13 FEEs-
oo 1 e, T 5l ST, (T, ST, : FAIG THTETE TGS GEbAH (BRChe Wi 52

g & e
FergiaE SeEra AT (T | sifeffard

me
gﬁmuﬁuﬁrm

WWW

FrowE sERRE SfaEerE A e

muwamemasmﬁaoaa

AreRIERE “TEATE Wmﬁ o1re wierE WTs oA | T A T fFE ¢ T | T (T
AEAE A B A O ek 9 (6) pes R TR 7% S 93 TH | i ot :
WA AT T s i fi,,a”ig_ 7, AT, AT 6 T
m“ﬁw : (e e e RIRG TeE wIE
Ao L (et O | TR AITER W, SR
ﬂ““‘m;ﬂm@“‘ : ufiy & gAY Wl T 2w 2 IO
?ﬁﬂ (52T e T T T

M R T E - a'th

:z;amﬁm

Ww@ﬁmﬁiﬂmm

apd

fersdlt forzs Trars| TR TOTGEE W RGde GHeE Gl
JEAH ATEF EBANG 9B WEoF TE- ARREE FAE
TomTed (o] SITHE Nga SRRCwd (306 CARE GIreed (i) @ (.
RS e Em (hy) | TR o Anee oot oefEe W e
EeH AR T RrEdt S 9R, GIeaeee A
AT (39 T3 Fod O DIt 1291 e 9B s A FGr
qaAE NG RBIEEE0 WU IR 91 e 8 fEm
e Thre Pel TUF WM G315 1 519 fAte SbArEez oHd
Ty T TE BES Wage U%S 9 3% T390
ﬁ%@mwmmm (CHITEE 2 G, S{fers s 6
Terw FE AEETEE T THEd A O GhA™ WEATS 9]
e 3 Weeem : Fead TmeR FeerE-viaees
Wﬁwmaﬁaﬁmﬁwwmm -l
AgH AT 9% A WZY TEEE| 4 |1
m|w@maﬂmmaﬁﬂﬁﬂawa
G% TEGAl 95| FEAs U off EEE sl WE ated, Fens
TEHEE 9 S 7 o 4B B | G908 BEE & OF Tl
55 34| O1he TAAE #fFaEa S0 2EEEE 2% 5AE|

faey - B U e W R s swE e o
feArea e S AU M b O W0 Al >

EFSEMW RHGmE Adfis anRy w3

wora \

s QqCW@QOQ\bW
mqwmﬁﬁmm@mﬁmwl
ﬁWmW“W mmﬁm

'ﬁﬁammn
'ﬂﬁmﬁwmmkm

ET‘E'

i e+ SRR Do e e Wo
i e T YeT LA m CIBENEE- g T
mwww'maﬂ‘ﬁmmw mmmb@)mw
qEGA o AL AT PR iy vow WEo 20wl @ B AT 49 fize TaE) Bmﬁd'\m ’m”a
A G S GRS WAS wze F0NEA RS 7EEl & : FHCAEAA (191G s %ﬁ"?”'ﬂgw
vira ~fafEfs wefie T ABEATG] UW A G SR RS A W "‘W“ﬁ Wﬂﬁmqw
a:!:e‘cﬁ dfere  ErRElE AR GG o & Gl 95| (Sb) A & SFEHA B mﬁﬂﬁlmﬁﬂmw ;i
FfFe] R o S, O &
W@%ﬁmemﬁw I A < (T =N R A T

HEe o uies TEe|

TE (S TR merE -
Afsws . wemE  TWE T,
Fefeag ywon Be @ Tad
G & T 0T TR A
T B TEES WY Wsd
CHE W50 ATE TEET W W




PHLIPLE GHU|

L AR
LGEDIATEACEN .

e
mﬂ%g—gﬁm i« m ST 34 CFFIIT 20E

st o s s
o R FF

mmﬁ'ﬁﬁmaomﬂﬁ! 9T (TF

wES T | 1 e Ao _ o

R M e | g Fes of
TR R e, SBra UG, A 92 B, BoeiT
' ﬁMEnmﬁ TBBREE BEH, A WIDRRASEE 49
i ol Ty A Serizine freidh o TReEED 9 SOTET | PO,
T A O TF T gy el @ effSffiTS ST 49—

ek s I - TR T e e —— Wm ﬁTQ jtg (BICSS 3\2]
fire carm ol Rt AR s e s Tt oo qreom Te TIEE (6%

AR B AR A TR gy g e B A0 Aewd ot

fTs e 9% SIRE TE ¢
BT T TTrE-GieE A

wimitws wfics @ fire g Ry 75 fre e wfam
(T v B T (B T T e efofifia omE v

=L wfertava 3R wfire «f firs fi e A
OF TEE TP WHE| ITEEE verE GM

| TRe T W8 ) e (e 6% e e e 3w

AR W T are T
wfFRET ble TR (AT (80)
e Ao WES THAASHH
(ras TE T B §e

T | Sl A, T (O & 9] TR [Aow A (o

(AR S | - WS i s - ]
WA WAARE SR b FEETIME 203 (g O (o MBS *0F eI T I3 7T oA 9FE e Wgeren

T WEE (ba) W O g
e T TR | ST BEP
magmmmﬁmﬂ

ST ST (SRR WE S e, e RS e
m:mmmﬁ?mﬁﬁmmmmmﬁﬁ
| G A AR im0 g

AT SIS «Q T W5 IGE TS AR €2 7 6 e W (W) Praecies TEene
e e e GoiEIR QR 3 E\EJ . QW'W.WWWW_@%W'
m‘g‘%mﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂ W ‘1‘1 mﬁﬁ# s By wRey :

.4 ' |
i At Y £ DTG UDE D ﬂ%ﬁq
TETTGER % %1% (4L & AT

FeTE TOEEAE DA TR
s sl oen Tew o oA
TR TR T €% w e
€ TES 0 WA WES W | TS

-rﬁarana&mwﬁmiel

S A

o1 BETR (BB PR & HE
GRITER (O wesiere Wl
BormaEe FeEE «h 7@k

e bivl (| GFeH N

Wﬂm SO @ A 905 |
e @ I0R vES, AW T
(= | o,
®E vree AT A T (T
et Ay qrer el v«
=% AT B IR TP W G9R 9%
TR IS Q0 A LS & | I IRT
& o1 o, e T W,
ST wPT AR - i
HET QAT W gt = |
FIRI (JEFT) NQAAAIST AT, BrE
gl AT YET 4T (WD
97 waE | ferey A W vE et
(ee) | HfoAT B N U ST
AR 3T

AGATERE S g |
A, TG AR
offeve) SR T ] T el
YA 5T b & HITS TR | 9
© ofmww dfewdl g AT
oI T A (TR &)
el oot FEe (VT Prasiefh
T e 4Bt e s e
I D AR AT S T 9
| e aiffecs rmETEs fimy & =

T TS S TR 1 TTE AT PR e T T |

AT TR

Q)

T ey
ofefem cove

BN 4% T THHAR U
ez foves s s «
o151 I, Foaw s S
APLT YRS BEEEHE Ty
ezl om oforws s
efsfftte AT <=a-
BB : SwE GIE-5HAT
TGS WR  3ETE W
TH W g e
(we)l o sBow-TEaTEE
gﬁm GFRTE ST
MGEd  WYASTE G
ﬁamugmm M

8
e oz w WW
HEE LTINS e o
Lree pren P16 T Seaw
@ (¢) T 9= Frea g

S| 2 AEE A SwoiE
T BALD TS A @ G5
B EE : afEEELeE
TEASFE (NemAa  7oeE
o R e 5
ars FIGL

Rl 15 i M 1
TEN (3p) TS § AwEa
| & T JEfeem

IS AT 5 I A
9T IE e e
0EA | Tﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂ H ﬂi""l-@ilﬁ
I HiEw
ff‘\ﬁm(w}mmm
g A
BR (md@) : wAepw
STEE G ITaR




mﬁtaumﬁv_' —
qreeticn ! dfSMA
R | S CEFEE 2038 N c:lw
e E———

OTHT : SR 38 WA 3803
TS (O, TG Dk Fridy 27 February 2026
oS feter s -~

(8¢) AW 9T R

AT | FEGATA oW W UG]  BrrRvi WO Braw s

o e e i ShE __

SR SR TR AT O BRI e e ey @

FA T JTAGIR IO - WA W © U GFET WwE

SoroE GBI FEOA  wmwres | qewe fem obwm

qG @R @ P B TwewE  AvEf®  wmten

WA A G A, ST e o e e |

o offfae (wete e Feesr  mewm e

I o AR AR 4T T e e e

T Biaeant) 315 oW T mEn Sfew e e

o fR oW ISIBE  @IEW 9% (90) |

uFm oW G Gl TE eRERsen

o> @A BrawA 8 O Afasy e

CZTF AACS S T | OF (FF | 3Ew i O,
qmics rare

AR | GO ARCAL TR Wi | S SN S gi
R oE cliorifE W) (e TR e s Se
437 o G Ao e g3 3 B shifreniee
WArge _afewn G| WS g () are
T e one Wb Wit B0t mm g
I T TR A TwE  SOAIEEE O W s 5 )
TR W GRS T e mew%
o e s ST, I G dge
4 . TTERS (TS XA
WhE WE ARSI ywen AifEgee Bieew wie T

= TR | S careet dEe
FPEia o o e
T . wifee 7

AL gHUH

IR PS

. AR T SN

W TS B
TN
frrers efSraws, sam

FHaETHy 43 o g
T RreRrE WA
Y SN SR ST |
O % BBUT afeei e
(PI5F)  zFemeTe fbfsemnlin
T 9 W feawm
F foqem 9 e

e Eifa TG ©f% Eme |
e Wmm
eI ST fofeest e |
Wﬁﬂmﬁam

T TErES TR 20
TERY GR W PO 0
=TT =g oTE (TR | WrESmE
T W WMTF se T fe
FAE T WS iE oBrg
EPTOTOIA A @ &




FEACHE ST

SNV oo ¢ o

TAPIAICS FifYerey e w12y,

afere Fepla oo
" A

=R B e Boroee SR

T Tet e wm

G frtEl % U5 |

0 (Tl

o}
| mra AT P FE |

ST

AR S € 5541 €06 | 7T yEfeT e
GFRR SR I IR @ G FAN
9=f5 R e oiferr gt

eI 2] BrarmeE T e o
TS A4 (FGAR (L. AT (8€) A

g oee | 51 A o9
e R OF dnad AL Oal SR
Fmal | Aorpe TEe Ageps FBETE
TR ASE (GaTNe-AT e
T G (4T TAUTR Swd 4l 2

sffert TGS WAHE FEAE| TE

Road area in Feni town on
Friday night.

The deceased was Masud

_ Hasan Mahid, 19, eldest son

of Noyon of Joypur village,

qegE o o (89K 92 W Y9 Bred under Titash in Cumilla.
T WEEAR e I (4TS BEeEE Masud had been living with
W (7 76T *R Frdie = @ @R= _ his family in a rented house
B = | 577 i =17 91w Toe 1 eeiias in Feni town.

Fod LI (FIEaW 2163 (F ¢E  Another teenage boy I

Hospital for treatment.
According to police and

witnesses, Masud worked

with his father at an ice fac-

and Masud was attacked
with a sharp weapon.

AGE

|
P e Reaf ol ]
nm@éﬁ SUNDA‘E_FEBRUARY 1, 2026, p -l S . PRy =
et AlItO-Tickshaw driver stabbed
SRR JRTATE! AP > ; S
» e e l@@d by “teen gang” in Feni
i 15 a0 e o United News of Bangladesh - tory and also drove a ‘tom- The deceased’s younger
_Feni tom’, brother alleged, Yafi, Rahat,
Ao TR S M s On Friday evening, he Shanto, Maruf and Niloy
DRIVER of a battery-run went out with his tomtom killed my brother. They had
TP FRefEn wifeerer @9 @ oY rickshaw was stabbed to when a group of teenagers even attacked him before,
W A Y efe 18R fim (39)  death allegedly by some teen  called him over. injuring his head. 1 know
AR 4% FENG (70 20k SToHH 9691 gang members in the Nazir  An argument followed them all and demand their

immediate arrest and trial.’
Feni General Hospital

Both Masud and the in- emergency doctor Ruhul

jured Irfan were taken to
Feni General Hospital where
doctors -~ declared Masud
dead.

Masud’s father Noyon,
said, ‘My son worked with
me at the ice factory. He had

he was attacked and sent to
the hospital. When I arrived,
[ saw he was dead. I want
justice for my son's murder.’

Mohosen Sujan said that
Masud had died before ar-
riving at the hospital.
He had deep wounds on
his left shoulder and chest.
"Rahat, one of the sus-
pected attackers, has been

o Bw 20Ave) <9 g4 el @3z #emH fan, 15, who suffered inju- been unwell for a few days detained by ;
wiG wiipie feern ~ ries in the attack, was sent to' and went out with his tom- Feni el police sta-
erzfha waTes 8 o= o Ty Chittagong Medical College tom on Friday. Later [ heard tion officer-in-charge Gazi

Mubammad Fauzul Azim
said that police reached the
scene immediately and in-
vestigation was under way.

NARAA MN@AN v i o

aftre ftntes TReIee SUIRTE (TATSYE SICTE ST B A o
e T Qeum v 5! 7 O THRT BEI e A

gﬁwwﬁmammﬁwwﬁwﬁﬁﬁrmm:mﬁ

E : : Wm|mmmmnﬁ%§qﬁmsﬁmmﬁm

T & g eiffifE A BEH, T RO 81 ARVAT T
2 s ; 515 TOIIS T i5eT S99 | TUReed giergee IS A1swE A
TSIz ReaTvege BITeeITa 19T 671 (2% € ey STerE Rl we ) frase ofrans o (as S e

o voe 7rme W | e afere wites B it w9,
TS S BE W @ eiae Sy i wenss B e o
TR 4T, OTE TR T ST T 9 W | e e
K BT (7, T TR T W i1 Bowee AifE (U (o W
B S g wfaEs wree o aifers fe nari wewm At e
(EireTifE 57 e |

AR A e | e T T : TS 4

STRE TS S T A 3 S wEe g ¢
mm ofrs w1t el <ffereras s W | 0T o1 (E
TR, Free I orTy ST R | Yo I WS SRS ST
Frars | TR 9 o (99) (3L WEE FRAM WA, 999 (T T
RGeS TR T @ B anefie v ey e
TATTAET B 2E bR Ae S ol | fee 5ee A fage

TheFIeATET STVE TS 357 S vare e | ol ol e e
T farre TR are | ofert wem, fres afer w A e
AWl Toed (N0 | i O e .




FACHE o

[sA [T
— e 0 20 MY 580 E

L

4 4

AEHIRIg Team R A apEeieeE «nTe wifees seiee IeE lovie
ot M fela o, P, oot @ Trs et we AR |

Yt 909 Mwg T3

&TR e @9fe *ifFsg S

@) cEE o O
(S T TR CuheRDe
WIS 718 Gy i

S5 |

T feram aaﬁxﬁw-wcmw
o fm e CIEmEeTE e
BTy ofis @ 3 = ASHE Al AR

FFITS I (AT

Tohias efferam, 8 BT |
elfsfify gt

YA S T I (9
72 PimwE 3% sffeew

| o AT TR w6 wE

TR e e
-3y THII SUA G

WWC@@W
EiGL o @ ¥ (90),

o s (8) €
ATRIE (2) AN Ewrg T 59
E R Ea € FEAA
q—ufds wom § s
HERE TSN S M9 WA
TS FAEA | TS AR
SHAE (TFEl € FEEE G
et FrrdioTe yora o Be
T LR TS TN
(STE1 IR MDA
o A et (TEw
firerw) WEgm W a0,

(fE) gy Teu & T & wWhfesEE T g W

e =@ § e 7% Pism e
wEney T oMen  CME
ST Y ) HE—eT

ST & (R 030
20 W9 3803

AEET GFE fae S
(T e WEE e
IF TR
am

]
(%) T3

| Ay AF SR S,
HIHE] SR AT 2 a HEAE T
T odE TE TRl I
TR (W TR 9 IO
TEART v o I
(9 IE TEEE (S
MW =RN wEE AE I
TRt Rm mm 9
ARSI (7 (508 *TE | ¥7°1 3
TR—T T R T w5
O =) FEE

wE AR B (emE)
Ll b e e I
AT WA eefEEre o
GNES] I gES TR (7 4
T A0

i & TWREE W FE AE TN
TS WEE | @ A T
#7 ops @ fifss zem A
T TWEE W AremE
it v A ) L 2 o e 1T
e, WA TE AeTE e
Penzfey wEw Fm 28R @@

G ST AR W S
TR ABTAE TR (5
i e wmm «fifetm
e o T e grEE
AfeEat g, e T Frees wEm
e | geted R fare oot o
I e e 9eb 5 qEEe 9%
(21T fimre < wowiEs Aeres == o
+fFm THE, (FRAE INT e 5 %9 O
(O7F T (SWeTE TF W AAEE oaw
] BEm AT UmE SEE mewE S
TR S Wil T S

) W | G 8
ﬁ?imﬁ ZHEFT fom ) T We WEM, 43
4 ‘g 1 RiE—ae7 7EE A (0T T
wgw, *fogs seame A Faeeed wedy 8 T weEs R A o
THF GAE, I e o T @ e RIS AT T WA | SR
(0 S | o SCAIGAT AF T g g 1 N O 1T oo s
Ewammmﬁﬁuﬁm|mwmwﬁm
—(3E W3 W96 9 SfEney Wiy (Arm Tee) WA
TGO | T NS TWCET 2 AT (N qy ICE 6 I gredly vy
SAER (T WA (1Y (TSR e B iy Ol I (A0S s el e
(TS O T (7T TR (R | B Ty 0TS () A TR I T
oy TR RE W 3 oEm, W oz ore O I WREE (0W ¥,
kgl ﬁmmﬂwcwﬁﬂ?ﬂmﬂww;ﬁcﬁ
CHTES! (ML=, TEATE 98 SISHE fafem 7w ¥
SFST TR (A Fdle Fos e TH WP A TR e

flre | o1 e A
fiefos @ wE <Ha wa wTE) TR =5
'@?Wﬂmw.mmmﬂﬁ%@

L=l g

=T =) TF T WS =W 9T 6
o TE (B0 TR | I, WS 6 owEe Efew
e (wt oy i Toreg S W ey
e eI e Tur s o
a7 TRTE |

e |
A PSS R S,
HidE w20 A FENS §EH
ety ufemem @Rt i
™ Imm A W ()
 freme sEWER| TWs WE TE
e I FRTEy fEm o R gfies

o7 9B

BiES (500 whew wEe | e safrs Bl
artes Foin W s o5 om, =feee
e LT Hedle et B giiee W
TEFIE WS [T UNTA| O woaE WF R @
=iz & ATt e 7 e 53 e
A FE e w7 W)

o Ake wfiee 9w fofier s
LTAHETT P (U1 TIE TR T e,
(oY TE b Y Fefits ow ofiw TE
AITeeT | 6% T1IE TI6TE *F (ST TS e
friten =01 TR | TR e U werE wHEE |
=g viver SR o wmEe I ANeE =
YR SIS AR R e e

&7 st Fsfba am, s e ot crEE
& HhATH WA WA wraeE Guneg R Sy




FCwca e

Sﬁﬁ\,
= "-TE\

@wﬁmﬁﬁn@
= foem e

<0<l

=5 (ST T AT dobE

awarg

Saturday 7 February 2026
RIS ﬁ%ﬁ?
AT (AT

Tz Cald

oo |

dmE @s e erEfEe

597 4 HEAE 203
38 WM 380% ©

i e

i Py = T e

o | $TAR OF T TR

ST

MEEY A RE aEAs mdiz t-ﬁwﬁ ;ﬁ i

=fqara nchmﬁqom

7 BT o0

TPl ¥ UIT AT

O iz P o=
Boe e FrireT o R TR TEE W@ 0| e
wmmﬁz‘m?ﬁm AefTE B0 (0 I i B il 50)
w3 Tegy o% oy A Ben AR 3 AN @ Am Fem g A o
e o TP 9T CEER STATeTE TR TR FER ofnm wew fa o oF i 9 faca

[ e U FWE IET  few [UATT WIS ager wE Bfecndn wwy oF wﬂ‘mwi: %mmmmﬁa
AR © T (TR W W o o R T 0 e T W @ WY W W“ma‘;"mm
T TRw T e’ THTEE B WEAW TR s (W] SR ST T 73 Frs A
wraie GUNg ooEe DMLY Srew qmre S IEEE SR vhr @) e Tee () ACREGE GIAEh SerEEE
e ol R o) fem | wfen (RIS (5 TEE e A0 frestid! et @ cSy@
05 TS G A AW (T fm b 757 T 51S 9P mmmﬁacm| & 5 conetieong o
czwy o frdre = greaices sl | o e ofi e ©rer P Yo
ofe & g o, RO T SefmrR qmmw %«mm | cfiieme=g H1%a
mmwmwrmmmmwﬁvwa&mmw T S,
~feans e e 8 fO e WEHTL G S| TR T SR NI AL
=z | @ oW R o e g 30, RER T WR o0 T3 3o e 37 = A
Tre A (0% W IRIG etren wifires ore €3 TR my ST W) @ Y TFE TS W QA | AR
A | A T g5 aq wEE 9E O peme 0w O W om e ey % clremdfe
(A T NG WA W Lo forem | Wl SR OV, gyrug wee SR VEEE AW FE | AT AW
TE AR WO T T ey« R W N g o R SF o CUARNL PTG GeNB

et fomm A Ty =

Lo o TEER (ArAe | THIE
ST R A

Frafer | = I TR, g it i

S s G o (R oy A <4 P

ﬁﬁﬁ%mla;g o et oot g A ofiren v W W A mwﬁgmwm
=73 Y T 4] O | 0 AR G0 W g e oW e W TG TAOE FiE WA
R A 6 ), g RO (ST DRCIDE (SO (U oy ARG WA €9 S R A OIS S
BT U A, 98 fizs 7AW TEE I g o Twes 1 o P AT (BT ARFO

__qmeE  AOAeWed B gwog wiew @0g)| WA oS & 2, W 68 R

AETEE AR ANATSIE wwerere  (eE (B T TSI S TH | GYRA

e k.

=S soTl T e w68 e mmﬁmﬂﬁmcsh SR WAL O T 20|
‘Tﬁﬁ‘i W‘OQ\,. e | mmﬁ::a-mfm =#T
38 7 803 e i forg TS mwwﬁwwmﬁﬁﬁh

e AT e

& rad
AR | b R 203

- A T B el Gite| WO e, A BN e Wa
L/ m Hufas o) A T T A |« goreis BT (38 T PR A
EHC E "lﬁ'ﬁﬂ wﬂ,;ﬁqﬁ g 0T O A T W WAEOWd o W
s @ AUNISHLES. AnA WIE| OISy ITW
ﬁﬁfﬁ BT “SuR o B A ) ;‘?T“?}.ﬁi.-

Ty (AETeTe) efSRR Wmﬁsm-raﬁam e
77g BMEER W ehmeE
wEE (WS TENY W TEE

i e fiEns) T AN S e : , TN
T (o BF s Wﬁm i W %

[ (O] (3 §F e
5 o P QI (R (S o TS
oI T | ey 1% ; T FEE qAE S
=% wg FEER € W B TR (JIORRIG) Heqre @ B FAE AT AR

e s e Ries wE ot s S0 4w 4@E e ﬁwm|

wam, @ 55 T 9t aETm o Seaplio i i mw‘i‘:{@
28 : ' AT TGl

w.mhﬁ;mm%w% =l TR bo e SRErR @¥b iME e« (7 TED) FRw «
o (e A A F FE W (1 | ADSFE A P ACEES T G 2 FeAE
. R e AP MOl TI0E | TS e ., | O, s @
mqmmm -Wiga i -—mlmmm o (I (8, T6% (W (8¢), TN o4 WOUER oA fewr
T wwa;w 7 Tm m(ﬂ%;;"ﬁﬁm(mp £ LE R . ﬁgﬁﬁ: @z
o W S T, T TG SEeE wmEe
@m@:wmmﬁ%m T OROR e GwE wees OO0 e R G

4G T ST W b e Ry FiES wEEE W“ﬁﬁmw

4 i AT QI R SR
24 PRI $TUE W T <3 @ Rerey weE
= 17 6 o7 B (e ube w1 oy s amz ww mees
oo (O T, WioE UETHT FPE W HRA wes v Swew BE =
mwwmm.mm oo et & (o) TEE
T A S AP T, S Oge s @, £ |
5 —— | — SbAH U HEe ST

Q¢




IS o TwId

’%ﬂﬁvﬂwemmﬂ ferg () R ‘

TR A JS QO R 5o e wimomr e TR (RTER (30 R wTny
(WP | ORI (O CF A M o e g oo sy 318 wioon forz e Boneeg
s b o IR e SEfRr e SUST (N1eH Afers e (4t B T
weqr e W T oo o Serw ar o aem v ArewT T (N R
N ST T TR ORBE 5y st | 31 OIS WY SRR FETE He T
b oo (L (O OB S B o e (o e A1 30T Frw BRI UF T
FTII! YOUR SR TR | AW o 2 ) ey Ty | ZTa HETIGLS WewTs it et =9
FE QA T, (O 80 oo Bxavre (o SERAT (B AE (TR TE T AR | NI
4T oV T o P OV s e o WieTe W) ST T e @il 40 -
SIS Bl WE | & WA gypry ot e (I2E (05T OF YR TR AT A (AT
BRI PR MR Zugeg w11 o0y IS (04| 4 TN DT TR (A
BIEE S Ae = ;

Sﬁl@ﬁ m‘ TR T, BNER Jo30 A CRR (40 (0 WA | IS A

ﬁmqwﬁmﬂgmﬁmwmuu?}mwpﬂj:aﬂm

R 5 e b EREER TOE T AW WEEY (RREN W (T
b o wéag| NSt oo T Eee € Amem «FE eI

: % © ofeem gewe wmE, T O T v EBER e oW
q(d |C5. Gl T ST NEEYT (W W A WEISREE T W (8T

w2 e | TEToes e

TEFTANT | <fferel [ wia (T,
 WBATY ETTY BT § (IS
BT (TN AT | AT 99Ae
(P T TS A | I

sfieaT 49 ToF 99T Id [fee F29H

FmE e Yeitg e Faks

]
T B qY
TG 518 SEAE A0 S
+iibg 4ea wea O *E

Bfeemfia w=um o

SJIABICF TS OO IR .

,\32 W maiﬁ$ s T miiy BE=

T QAT SR

aptere gl cow A (08) TR o » CRFPAI 20%0 —
I O STAEESE T e — © I . I
Taw e o g e 4 GBI P o 3 Wu%@ﬁa
v ST e SR % f :
SrmaErEsames, OO [RAO e B e S,
TR T T o | AU R ﬁim-‘ﬁl msm mﬁwm e
=7 e i iy TBAR Tt PIGIGT 'qg mmm oo

fafse =g o, BIESE AT A | A
grafEE e R veE | NoE ofSEwe S M, ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂl i
& WA o9 9T B e ﬁ%ﬂﬂm ﬁ TETA
sy q R IS e ©FS 0T G

forg o OrooA S FNZ|
A O Y || AT ES
T, T6AE ¥ Tsfaee
e TEH @EH8 WA
affi s e, WBAlG
V10 - M o - 1 e S i

foralbre otge X (R 8| AN BIF (Hferde Hes
H o, SR T (BT TS WA AR o o de SR
oY dTs s e e wioe, @ EeH BRI S| M%’; GIA®
awar e T 1% S i o 2o ffee fow 1o
e 2o o o g (AR TGS MR ofen| @ Seher W@%C"CB
s T GTeY e A O @ 96w «€bare o _i'is"ﬂ?g MR S2 b
o) e e b B A oA 50| & oI, “Ff’“‘ S TG
Wmem tm:rﬁ oA DT @ oy Wﬁgéi’m‘“l bl
. oo sffe Hifes TAEE
#famts . HES WaA,
YOwals FEAIOWEa G W
0 TS

' ¢ (R o (4 e o
@ M TEE T A T
FIRERPIE] T HY G
(o b v wfsa oo o
it Sl G (G o 941
| & Y o5 F4 5RY yaft
5wt ¢ o3 ZeR e A
PR ©8 (HECE SlbT o4 251

WWW&WW
Teifkfers wge wifbH Ger
@ (0 Fiow Fmeaa e
R Tora wifFmeire
FiE T 4 7|

BT Yo R .zg,{;

13

(endia rw e
Iy, fBfoe

(AT I, afF @ FEy owm
@ e oF R 9 @
IS | S

b




Fewa ffron
B P &\ [ G

i FTGATTAA S M

areB idive 4UaR TS e ciew 2R I O HFAE 203

e

(¢0) Al 4F e A | e
ﬁm@

ERseman SpReellg I =

weaaﬂmﬁmmlﬁ?

e OO AR

TR
FreiBne fAgs ofem aree e

wfen i Crm weeT UEE BT et el G bos (ate fafs S5 Lo
@) Food ¥ oHF, AR s v =[G FAE IR Sy (HFEAE
i i AT e &0 Al [ @1 = FRACR MR AU (R B EEa SecE Ok (o 8

MM1mmwﬁmmmeﬁmﬂ e e e GEeR ot W
TG N STE et W@ e A T AR SR WS I qR1 a sEe Stfeafs S
i AR e T TP a8 TR A G B STEmE R B SRS GO
form oot ol S CUTREN TR wEl B B09 (O ¢ S5y Temm FEE wpEl 4 LB
fomwoT vaTe T @ S T A A @ o foarE | WS e e A
vraE sk« Frdre v A R TE (7| (HUECE (T 5RO 861 21 ZEwIEE, O OIS AEAA |
a3 (90) AN WE TesiwAEl S BURE CBUACE el 2 R A (R BIRE 4%

LA o [ o] TS
4% waaE OeE R Sorma e INers (9¢), WIS FRar WE 4EE A

S
T

SRR I TP (I WoR SRR e | W (Rp), R g e Wi
e A RIS 12 e s e T (x@), e A I Ffiow, Bl WM d9R
| qifea =i AR AR T P G D (93), AR U T e B R ]
TSI AR AR % S WER (M) a e (00)| 4T i o) fem avm v
TR e A ofie oReT ANE TS YA PEAl 9% e——— TR bae By
| Bormere eATS ZFETTE CS A AAFRDA _ AR ﬁ% EeTiEs §E e
] T ATATE ngmm n MU E AL T (G WA 4 T e
gﬁ%mm%mm 2= GifAEce 34 e org S5 BER (S STOES TH
memﬁmmmﬁﬁ srereal FwEea [ e
Zo7a aferHe W.mﬁm@ewmﬁwﬁmém SR (GG I W AT
AT o T e | T 2T g S sfed BN T ToeE  (aPiew) o ofgE I o
Wmﬁﬁﬁmmamﬁm T, @FAF A9 SHECE G A,
3T g Zova WAl B R orm e ssb fwE e BlEd Al ar sefRwena o A

o e i? o s i

(o7iHE fiery dferTs dfsffim A OEE e B :

_ SihT 59) S I T @ = e WA Bos erfmR (ORMER AU el
: = mﬁwammmcammsiﬁ el OUES  (SEE | SR

B s aufs wRT AT Feme W ones WAl 6% SR AFeEAR G (@PRIGE
TR R S e i
R a e s o o SRS QN SN —
e W e A @A TE i R 7 RIS
mmg@ | AwE bl Afm O ﬁmm 51 'ifwml:m@lﬂlémﬂﬂ frm
FETEEEE

EGISED o Bana W mmf@m eI TS T
R FFE GRS Emwmmq%aﬁg
e afdeav, s crendfe TS A CTH W :17{ oo To (e WG T
sl wFE | AT S T, W od T AT T
YFAE FOA WA (8¢)  co W O TS @ cUREe e () ofsf s FirgTs e (MR O
il 7 fan oo FOPN TR I TR Gy R dremre 1 e 4% T A W (T
TeE FTEE I A AE, T oEE SG i

b SR e T R T = | TEATOREA G WO £ Pt S el
mﬁmmmwwam@sm MIMWWWGWEWWW' s wives =9 e =12
@ W 9 WBAR W IF Wmmmmr,ﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁmmm&;m

Raror & SEes  AAE A HTTE YT HqEed (EH| W was reE P W o
A GAW, JTOAR A oy, awa BT Mewe ey 1B W) & (5 SIS
e W G s A 1 e By wEEE R e wews w1 fg e Raw &




TR fSfrew

=2 ks bt
/ JeTTY A IS
FeNE (AR

RIS T

MEEs e [Emw A
FST (O, \g) AT W A IS e
i RIS CTENE | WEE| YW bOW T T

T SEl WIR|  (WAIER (NS ! R

THSE CTgT FE T € e e T Bl oreE
q WO B o W aew P wem fRewm oo
<% Toaisy TEUR (Ao SIS A0 E0S o | BRS 9
e (MEes) TereE W e gEereTE e fofees
ofiee) Berm ofere s OIS T (A FEA

GYEE TEW SR W, SEd Hes «vead
clesfE @ TOTATST TE TS UE SEE, e T

TOIIT o7 IO

T (5%
ﬂﬁ%ﬁtﬁ@ﬁﬂﬂ*ﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬂtmmm
mﬂ:arﬁqﬁmama:@ﬁwmmﬁ&sﬁmﬂmm
v TwTa G| Yo effefifial SR . MR IR CTAE
Tehu fciney vt fm om wfEn
afe oz Tofs IR AFE ¥
o s Vo M4 4 SR 5 B g
rEmEE AT BaTe e e B
¥ e o el - e e )
2 (@ FEATE T MRl T R
Fee fray @8 (F T IR 4 T
TS ARIE A TR O SR g
o o) o S0 wol = WO |
mmﬁ;ng;jﬁ @9 v AT
TEegl | 9 o 907, @ 9o
Cis i s oy T 9ES € WoRMT YW (W
W@WIT\ wefgm T oeR W EE
CoTETR T O AR (U WA gErs 4T s A T
m%»mwmmmw=mmm|
sty w3 WE 6% WIETE TSI WA AN AT (FA (AW =W
MMWmmmmmcmmﬁm
mwmmmmfmummmm
s grd ST W o Eewen g SeTERE VAT
ST e sy <R TR () S (S, 45 e
mﬂﬁm@mﬁmmﬁtﬂ'&mmm-ﬁwﬁﬁa
wcﬂwﬁfwmewwmﬂmﬂmﬁmﬁmmmw
e TR A RO (S99 U A ST (e e <9 (F
& (HRITETR (7 ST, TgATes afSren neuE W T 50
2T T I | & ST SIS TR WIS &S B |

oA wnE MuE Srewg 0w few cEe Wi 0w

| SIS
MGF & AreE

Jiferitacs fes < 2o
TreE (o8 :
B s sfivey W SEE e offe wifmteE
TG AP (41T OF AT FI01 TS TETT 39 G| ST Afer
o% AniEeEEE A B wane T ARt Annm
4
A TEREE T amiEe e RER I gaem o
(oo wfireer yTE = TwTE WA offrt G fem g fw
T (0 & e B o oa
fres «8i (ov) 52 (R & £ T S OF Ty 4o A
(FETEETE T SAremE oieee TEeE | R ame e wEen
AT« e Atfere e (9o B S i FEEET
BT#Y LA |
m@mqﬂmmmmﬁmmﬁmmmﬁﬁ
o GFI (9 FREE T gETe 0% IEe S0 me EEw
o TRt om A aefise qFe aRe e, oeh
(A TR €% TI0 TS A A 7 & R GeE

FHE

firdes o/ 1 <its i o= SR BT T S W
i | (FIEATE A FISNEd AFEFEE v @ w0 e 95
ﬁﬁﬁqﬂ@ﬁﬁ?‘l@%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ,

TN, 57 i W €2 Seifaen smes wrieny
=ra wibifaen e = fm oy |wmm‘$
YOIRZ (ALY VTSIg Wew “fferee wag e ofer o wm Bew
TAISHET T TR R RS T T e
T | TSR T TR A RGEE A ArTETI (Jb)

R go@ e Formg ww e e e
(e | RIS W (531 6|

w mmmmigﬂ;&
= FEWARBOR 4T
AR SeneT dfoam  Jee g E ]
QOTIY JUNOT 299w © ame Sewss
PIERRIY) e

T' 1i |'|® e wemm wfbefs Ram
i . GE W e <fine
——E L T e Bl s Rl RO E e
e Gere o1 ¢ TEEG GACE FEA ToW € TGS 4 T

serTerEs Tege $ig TWeTeT i %8

T T TR e e | (5 e Terefe wfegs 3w
S SRR, S 8T (MAHeE b4 TE 6YE SR T
o | T TSRS B (IO € WEIETS IR Wi S|
8T FeEe AP T (EfEw) TeTE T WHE, o
T 6 (TN T R : .
offét '@ FUTE GIAT, HIET IGYT TS A SO AT HH
e (e 5 T @G BETE FEAER AT FE FHe)
R T (@ NBS ATER S SR T (R T (SB)
B 472 BTG 28 IR | ORI W AT WL (AT AT
Ty (Yl TFE R ITE TS W I% WAk | 4 Firm eree W
_ S T BER @S Tees 4fea Sy AN Uk oo R
| = T T (PR TR Wty mfite wel o e
Whﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁm@cwﬁﬁw.mlmw
(XIS R ToUE AT A ST gEeie e s e S
& wra T | TS TR WE gur BuTanaT (e s €
o7z TRITTETE FTRD TATOTA S w1 W AT A W
1= I8TT =Ew AT TINA (aierEm s (M) T
GleT! T | o BfeeE IwEw GF e 5T s o1
77| 95E a7 99 TH(MET (TRE) WEEE WEH S, .
OIS A BT ACE I8F] HEE weren W AR W
Y & WS (SEE e R

b




e o

ToEEE, 39 (PR 203,

DAPSA

| — ey - oy / :
Y CRRE o (A FAE ABTS
TR ST (UL 575 A S
¥g (ArEme) efsR

N s

==
ﬁﬁ_‘:ﬂ?;ﬁﬁﬂwfﬁm T BrE OE AT
ST BT (U1 FLETE e ABTEE (GO WSt e

3 AR 4= i m mwwaﬂmﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁwm (ME| & WAW @EEE T
s=5m WWWQ = et AfefAf fdis = &3 v | fof gfne oY STTS wE TR
- y @ S gmaﬁ?:lﬁmﬁa;rﬁﬁ il T Wy AR

EE (EEe A9 S e
wfEras! TEA| SieEnt S
=g, O (0T TAw @30 4
SfeE e F) (NG
qlag-aHE oY TWEE W
Zfemm e IS wWEfe
e (ew wSE e
[@eE F(G (RETE  ETATSH
Gy & eEufE TR
T AT e 9% A
wrs T o Ay (EE wWE
M| 4T T ABEER
5aRg FIE (5 F(E | & T O
(s i e e B 1
g O ber om BeE
e IAW (G ONF TR
wg AW (e om «firs
P R
g fofe (efoede T
gy e vEw e

4T IE WIS zcavgs) IACPIHE T W rerdiia cune | TSP I GR
Al Wb sfam are SR QI T FEE € T %%wmm
TAfE  S0BE  fare 8 WAAE ACS W R opnifre e, wiee @ (SS9
AN HraqA-oieeiy) PRI S SGBITE R Fryfl wriwt Sfoe 4P A= O
GRS &2 (1 2155 ety | 6w (o Soiess 08 Al (TR cempager wers 1 <4fere) v1o11s &I, 24
Frwara (5ot Wy b aeEE YRR o FAGHIR 39T SRR o cam 7| (AT 8 G (30),
SESE (%A 95 Gy e N e el GIEN sxam W (s), TS geor G
i s vy AR GG 4 S PRST TR e (20) T oA R
b se omE oo WOm oy SemeR I, SAUEEE PR G i) 21 S A o
BT Gt oMz Wiy SORER RSl e S ffn g o B | R A0S
(T Om WIEY AITTWTE  WIgE R A, S W (BT A TS T R
I HE @ A o (R VIR (I S S | reae P TR | AN STET R
ATTF FEE AT (137 GouR WA T A TR - (AR Lo A GTC (R T
M GiEET DS O R G, S e O | e apps G P | G
4 FeaTy MR e AFEE G fwCH o (O Iwneel AR, e L S | SR WO A6
@refn e ofofne s s 99 o HFEE A 21T S8, 115 G (IR (0 (LA
worel e W WA, O AR PRI TR SRy A e S

wBaTa T SIS o v el e AR Gevrr i afefy, g

- T T g A e A A AT ST (AT St
affte wBAE TE (SR feslel S S ST W R e & WDy s
(OUATE WM WOE [AATT e vt w0 Awae O wWe b Foi% oo =) A
Fagl fwfs w8

ATTE AT WIE

e wAE B

BIF : AR 8 T D802 g | T 34 @ 203y
F_: !: ng-m-ljhuk&:wnﬁb@z%ﬂ?i' w | ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂ_bﬂ\ﬁi__
I TRIre B Fifg S S

2ITE W6F QO (S q%mmgwmgﬁ

frery et s,
THFAEE FE A e
e Wi Fs e
9¢ (BFLE (FAE  ATALE
|

Twe Tafes wmw GEaEE "
A € AT (T oA
Treww WEEM wE WEEE
wififs Awwwe fowrta | TEE
fora= wnE 87 fine GFamen
SiFmeTer TEfEs 9% R
ShAE (HAT WM E0aCE 4
wifwaes fafefae am oiee
FIATSE FTAE VLT A SIELT |
GRS W (AR W09 Aq
oW fETs wiws,  Sedl
TR | :

S 4 SIAE (FE WA
e @ wiFw e afEshE
GHT (O TEAN SGTT B
AT &L= a0 WoE T4

g3 (EEAE  (FUT WEE
steaE wora fAfEfew g
dfeFfier @ 9% e 7
WhE T @A Tree T

Phetm 7 BoEeIR TEEct anree RRGE S

mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁnwmﬁmm&muﬁm
IR 3 T AT 2o Ao a BT e s
8 WE (TFOH © e e oS uw Sae =
o A TA— I O, TR S, i el
SE W, (. T N8 v ww TR oW
AR T (1, i s W) e frwmrE
T ToTReeT A e—
O A Pl S 0w R e s
ST TS ST RRET TR W W 5F W e oy

WG = W Wi o e wee TR
SRR i whnee e e W@ e o
i fofen 77 w3 Fefs o B oo T o
T WA TR AR A Eae o T
S I SR 5 Wy = W = to wE S
%WW'WGMWMQMM
e w3 o i) wowe e o v . wE .
(PN (A% (Y TE T W < 6 S
feRcers 1 8 < T W ae ) e © S
51 B A (B R €T W whe € was
WO Twr s T wate o wE o v




FACFE o

>3 = =TT
e 5 q

: 8 T 3803
THE 8 FHT Y89

M?L@E&m
TASE SEFCE O DR
faels, 8 o o o

ToTs THS O TR A Tue

&q e <) (TR W S
L'ﬁf e wemEre renay ARt T
afeffe, e mﬁﬁﬂmmm

W <o | offere S, 9O (T
W“WWWMMWWWWI

g e T A BEiE 9
Wﬁﬁww{“*“&ﬁw%mm?ﬁ
‘mmmmweﬁmﬁwmmm
AT T e @IV e wwy w9 W € W AN
e Y fEfere Tl ofmy e sE sy W Few
T  fipirey oY W e TerE g
rowm JAme B A e s A Bers S
S ST AW ofiee;  gRRR TR TS
W A A . AR TR @6 FTE T
oEEEE W AT S, g v o o we e w0
G CATA HT BT AR ofoer | o wIm, o1 B Fw
o AT TSR G WY 3 A SFeCE TGN

w%-mmwmﬁﬂﬁm|mm
e few o Py g g TSR

uibrfae wfos FF 20

wFelET - FEWeE « - b
ks

_rgm_mr mﬁ_mfﬁ
ST TR W
1 SRIEER

amﬁwwmmmﬁﬂ
it ® AT T AT oo et

TR FTAE | . WM“%@
g Affeer TS YT oI | SPRIRTY O
WREHE WO 4 TN qmady wey 3 @ we
RS = | ! =l oW wRE e,
AR T A R e e (S8 ) IO
GRS W PR, vwy S sseRl (e
;%-ﬁﬁw_ AN BEIRET FeFyrw i sants WA

wfse o, e @O, mem ™ O R s
ffran ame Ifivte A9 B (ST IO (RTTAE (A €
o, Fm T R iy von wewe wie
it e fad ffeww R o9m oToer v s
FECEA T T% (= o fem
form T, 9 W S T ATEE
YR TR W FEeE SfEm
At TR (E e Enr e
wHg el | (Ses I IS
mew ufam om ) @ e T 2e-
| TE SN oRlE ¥E T
FAASTA S TH TN UEET
BE 9 T

=32

AT S (FFTNE 2030

ST AT eI
&7 @ Taid

TE (9%

s FAES A AE B 9 o TR 9% 5 Afines gee
e TeTe TETE o qwrer g Pl o et A e
TEE SEs o | gees et T o eE! HRtee 9 S
firp @IS (TS WY HibE e AR @@ i ufes 3 A
S wfoe werEE oE) I T, Afeg I8H TS FE0
oo | fafen s ST ©F weiE B o e OFETE O
(ST (2T T, *E0E (I TEeY R (7T | 5 WAEWE
gfsram JeTs 47 T Tgw ot ffve wew A .
TR TN FETH WREHE QAR S IO (&0F (A S
TWE I (d0) AF «F Fredie 3o o Tww e o B
BweTaT SRR EEATET SAE o AR R e (e 6
TIoE IR A R s sesan frmd) | gt wEie, w6
(SHER AT RO Te S | FEehE a W oe
TETE S i T ot T STE W1-91EE S ST 6 |
a7s wwE afeam w0 v wE ) ApmeiE e e
BRI 2 WA Ay R T (s AR SR A 6%
CRf el 1T Yo A Sug e ofet) B 62 v e

* -

fire Fie efffam

AT AEE AT T B |

TCETE WS eAw e
g2 WEEE e
Tz FeuAET TefmeE
et ey (56 e
T w2 A Bl e

HFE
form g fafe
fexg =0 o =9 oF @
zang foewd @92 HAfew
c&er affire 3% =@ Titee
7oty e o =it T,
coi5 fare Fior aww A, o9
=R W A9TE

e, ¥ T8 99 SW0E |
A TR

T 6Te WRE T
e %ot B e = gt

~——offZ @erEEE 9% T &% —

bo

(3¢) e WO EywEratien EeE I in  aer T IS e o 49 o s 3
T ¥ ) SE A ay wiew ) worensy Frew wew ' : AHEAE 8 TN SBOR
T o Ao o7 (3¢), T I b =" —1“‘“- e S
T (35) @R Y, TEAF wm‘%ﬁ% e Dhaka : Tuesday 17 February's
R (40) | e 34 WS W ofStwEEE v 6 (S 8 (AT A | oA O

SewEFFed  enEE 4
e g9 el TWe oF
=ETE | (onpd e i g
<E % 9% fFeagae g
e et R
Erency WeAE o7 e A
o e @ wifrgeny fETe
Fifwe] o, s e
E1b 171 B 1< B
e ffeen  wEme,
‘H‘iﬁ'ﬂﬁ HECHT ﬁ\nl -] 513 -ﬂﬁtﬂq
e AYEEE, W
e | TEieT wEw
sifTE, T e @ AR
SPATA (AT FEAIST HEe
TEE | f
« fary Frarerie aeo i
(I EHATEET WAl
st @ e
SIS A T FACTS
1 e fafee aresi |
Braromie  FWa AT
wfefae = o o, FEdm
ITF A, offrd woeg o o
AT TAIHTE €4
wETE A e faee
Tente genEE o9 T |
TR faomm Ml owes
e | ewteT v fiveEa
TN AT @ eEE =96Aln
gEaE, A TS |
Preme (@ T 6
e fbiRfe weEl o
wifiege BT T, G
@, 68 e FEE 3y W
w =0 W G e
(FTHT 0 FEE A 90
Forerr | €% T=w < Fw S
TqE dfEwE WRrE | WR
WG TG CrETEEE B2 Al
= o2 @ arn ) o wiEs
SR I, e, (e AT
(7w TNE GHILE | =




IR e

ARV 31 v e | (ooed 4

(=) wiew wgaw WA
. SR AT AR AT FSIER (B
: it (a¢ o T IR GEIRE WP
| FAEE T . e A% A A @ WA

sk L T
CTSFY (LS (i

STEFE
AT | JRE PR

w5 | fee wifen agn o3

SREEd cREsi A f (%) T AT T SRR A

9T s 3 ¢ Pive Ton wEE HER_ AT A I FATE | =
| 5% @AE IS TAEEE EETie I : ! - -
SRR 2T & W51 905 | =P m : ~

ek L adelbaldl
e s + -1 'y 35 (FEEIR 2030 e
o Yo e A A (AT @ (SN A
4Ty fere 7% ©18 A B T Sm w1a§’iﬂ @”Ei
W:WWWW C .
CLd-Sicd K| B 531 (FHIET) STeRrret ivew, e (4, ¥ | Fmft s == e
B O, 2o T MR IS oo o s warrenes (GO Bosens S5 S 2ot S 21 IR B 1 50
AP 073 A1 ARG GTeS | T ASHCA (TS Goviarors e e coire Pt mmmmﬂﬂﬂﬁrw

U ef afeegE wMm, fEen =@m
aifes s BF aonel @ 9baw
GTEALS (AR T AR | YR IR0 20,
TOAPHITTE A G SFed (50 @

fifErori Siews TR W TeRE
S GEFET AEeAr T RSy G a6 o6
G (T A gt i e

15 e wEeE Wiy A ey b
ol WA | Rt Sien ebrere wifks e
e gaz Rfefag e aatviivae =1 e

W T, R (A >

fomt Frig QR AAPANET S 5D €
i e S TROIE (T Sl o
ST TR A | Hferna
wfars % FPRR e AleEEE o
wrAfpaE fpwEn e T
fnnfEs 2ol Tam (40 of @ary §i o
mamwammﬂwwi
TR o TR RO G
=Bl T (ST SO SITREF S
= e

&7 T 1T T S (e S5 wiffive
oF o = @S o A SR S
= T QR | TS GRS B
fame & Al | fow 9% T G 30
W T S (6 ) T 96
TeoiA (T (SE-TLIEAWE A ) S5E
=T R | G S
AL FEETE 1% TRoAe T
gﬂﬁmmﬂaﬁﬂ(m@m}
fon A8 YOI weR, CeE e
2rE Ty SABRER e aeeIEE NS

BTl | QAT | S (PFTE 03

Twz TR =@ L &

B S ¢ AfenaiEn S owe
e e $aTEE | O T S TR
& iEg AfEae wepdl 9 B 9E e
2o/ B (WS A FF o (EEE 9E
s T | @ Y (S FE TREE
farm o = |

L T e WEGE AW, SEETE
= (@R A e B Al Wi
b o Sfeenem bR e fars @@ T%
BaaE TG TEE WG AT | G
roperl (are (ReTRG fomi-mrRE Fe TS
Cieinie

od TR T @ R T
waws (afies) . =9iEe TN Yo @
weEEa s fAiee SE 9, TR @
B ST (TR e SR
PuE SEomH (@EwE 9 TR S
RS (ST EPE! 9L TS (S
TerE @1 A & (AT TR w0
THo SRS Bk 9 TR |

=ihe T W I WA (T | UGS (WA (S B [ WA W0 AR ST
ﬁﬁﬁgﬁm IR IS o1 ors, ot CoTT, (O, WG, WTey 5ol T 1
Sl BT YIS

—- *
Tfem on (ommfE 2oty
= T s60R

gl e i
Ba) ALY o= F!F[Gmgw
B8} o i o) s famm b
E‘?}‘mfﬁ'ﬁmm
il 1 9 e S
Frwnw e S T

Fima cur1 o o e R
T, TR T A T
(R T 39 T 38 TN

I WEE T W o ol
@ S WA A el

b




Frwre e
SzdiG

BT : TR & FRA 3893

Dhaka : Thursday 19 February 2026

JCATAATNCT INoPAe
RO R0 (G AARTY

T v B onE v 9 e 9 we oo
Y| =g oA T,
i fa, ;
e, g g, o e
e gue o a af
PR AEE GETR | L
EATE  WOEEE . HYeS
WA qams  Tergrem
wEEREE Wi wrEE ATE
WE A @ qEE T A
| G (R T R

SR G A
w=ft G it weTEETE
“fi 33 (OTTE WA
el e T R LR -
T, 2w e, et R

e

TTHTGAE, 3 (PHTE 3030,

BlaweE Meaivats
Sfeclet

oIz fFas SiEsE TRaerE Pt wes ¢ (0T WORET TR
T S Soeel O FTEHRE WIS A T OTER e
oy 3 R S (f) sar e IO e AR
57T IR TE! S Aoy Wole §  WREglgE A«
it wTmErT SRR e fwm swmm 9TeN et iR a
(FRTA @ WBR W05 (4 WA Pty WU WA W0 | 9ewe
TES T LR, S AN e gy TRDE bR ol TEREA @
TEIR GATE 4197 (8y) | TofR tafie gz TR O A0 W
wfewr asear Soee efefl EYTH |
s A | i e C e
@ AeAfre fow fRme Al W 18 T ot De Hiien
frres =@l o TR PR Rianichvicla cul
HIHR FATTE | A @ e fAfee e aae
FEEE GRR AT T EE oTE, TEE, TS G AT
TR IS @ IENE FRe feeg s ween afESe v
e uE i SE o AATHE (o A TREA TN S

s | R AR O A% SESs AREHAEH o A e TuhW argw, M, v 9AR sy aine eEEid Mo
Tofe srem eres wE) AT W WE LW G fed, e R Bem e e o e
AEne SaEeEs T afsme g

PIFa A

SR | 20 FIUME 3030

Bl U, SHEEE ATEem iaTed 2
HE Gursa AR 6 TE- 9% Fealns
TS WHEAE WE QNS ALE

ST ST W = ferew | whmEsR e et
%mmww&ﬁﬁ D &4 4B 9Gre arE wndfEeTE e
mmﬁmm{m;m ﬁ'*ﬂ for fETR : Twrsemn wf fora favames

@ 406 SR R (e
I il

| ST HEME

ST @ W51 9B |

A= @ AN EEEd WA, AN
U T FAE qEq 4@ GE ereis
Afewee e R sesE
e & Fm ariEesE o onfie
qfagiwd. gz S@ AfFETEn ETeEe

(e fo
e wferas e, Fawe s h {F{

1ca AT fica S WA T G WS W I (5% >
mﬂwﬁwm@m-gml e o Runtedie o @
&TB BT INTS A= SR B ASS wfag | [{ewg goareEng waaE T@
S 2 | & 3T O (RisToge ) BT (o1 =typeres | wiiaira e o v
s SR (IO IR 01 STCE srerg seerd e fgs arTe | RS
Serm FEA| ToAm W W S g e e BeE afeeed o
@l oIl WY IWAH U efefRmm e v - @ETs wEns Fbm ewss wEs
foferet e eI ;w2 Toiteee MR aTer B0 | SUE SN (Eel WwE T
o Al @O FRS SR spmy aee g are ReTg g 0 (7R FEdEe o= I e
TR Fa A, A WA S e gy Ton T e s SEA |
i orar sl s 6 st gy i (vo) wmm o ofg W 9 9B s nfemm wemw W

e R 4IRS <1 APRTSR T o8 7ot (o (e Tl wE ofiv . SOEER @mew 4 (ore SioYE

Torarers =alt i 0 A, RS a2 vy v =5a Terav fee
IEFS S| IF IOE TR G AFESME T I
R AW SRS TS (6F) fery oo e zon @ e |

91 =T |
A o A sdfaamea e 9E
ST e WM fgE (o) AN

% fafee wferms w1 conafe)
aaefE femes i e ) weal afsrge
farares | wfb sfems A SETETE
WEAIE L (AT TR A

fEtie-fmr cira 3fE crarm o wfaam
S T ST@ T ST | ASTeE
AEAESH 8 AHETg (e WS 50
A (CRTE AH TE GRS o

G S WA e B e
&= farEnus (oraE OF it $F 4=
Afra GMIATEe TEN wH TR
GaTa (e Ty B9 we | BRI
o e e L L
ETHATE  eErEs |, (AERIEEE
WY WE ST W SES SIS

g% afe Foe s | desem
Cefreeiia waa TeFme

I & 9HA] 96 |

e TEW rwe TS AGEA HIES
TEME | @ BA e wite aEe
of= | fua® Ffee wmms snfawm
u=e s afiegs Smm

Ty TR Ol WO @S

bR




FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20, 2026
FALGUN 7, 1432 BS
The Bally Star

Raped, tortured
and jailed
Bangladeshi migrant
returns from Saudi
Arabia pregnant

R e

RO

When Rima, not her real name,
left for Saudi Arabia ahead of Eid
ul-Azha last vear, she believed she
had secured a company job with a
monthly salary of 1,000 rivals, with
food and accommodation included.

Instead, she says she was sold,
starved, raped, and jailed.

Now six months pregnant, the
32-year-old returned to Bangladesh
on February 9 and is staying at
the Brac Migration Programme's
learning centre at Ashkona Hajj
Camp in Uttara after seeking help
from airport authorities.

*I did not go abroad for money. 1
had no debt I just wanted a decent
job,” Rima told The Daily Star.

“If they could not give me work,
they could have sent me back. Why
did they destroy my life?”

Rima said a local broker in Dhaka
arranged her visa, promising a
company job.

| She does not know how much was
'paid for her recruitment, as all the
costs were borne by the Bangladeshi
woman for whom she works as
domestic help.

After arriving in Saudi Arabia with
two other women, she was kept in an
office for three days without proper
food before being sent to a household.

“They locked the- fridge. Even rice
was under lock and key. They gave me
one piece of flatbread and an egg for
the whole day. I worked 24 hours,” she
said.

When she asked to return to the
office, her employer allegedly told her
they had paid 10,000 riyals to “buy”
her and would not let her go.

After months of abuse, Rima fled to
Madinah and later to Makkah; hoping

to surrender w the police and be
deported. ;
She was detained . briefly™ but

released. Later, she said, she was
deceived again by a Bangladeshi
woman who promised her work but
forced her into prostitution without
pay.

“When 1 refused to continue
prostitution and wanted the money,
they locked me in a room and tortured
and raped me,” she said.

She also alleged that a driver
associated with her’ employer raped
her before handing her over to the
police.

Rima was later jailed for five months
on theft charges filed by her employer.

e Wdrew

“In jail, they beat me and gave me

electric shocks. I kept saying 1 stole
nothing,” she said, showing marks on
her arms. During detention, medical
tests revealed she was pregnant.

“I have no parents. | grew up in an
orphanage. Where will I go now?” she
asked. “I survived to return home. But
how will I live with this child? Who will
accept me?”

With no family to receive her at
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport,
she sought help from the Armed Police
Batralion and was referred to Brac.

According to Brac Migration
Programme data, at least six women
have returned from Saudi Arabia while
pregnant after facing abuse.

Separate data show that at least
157 migrant workers returned to
Bangladesh over the past six years after
experiencing sexual or physical assault
abroad.

Shariful Hasan, associate director
at the Brac Migration Programme
and the Brac Youth Platform, said the

actual number of survivors may be

higher, as many do not report abuse
due to fear and social stigma.

Referring to Rima's case, Shairful
questioned the role of the Bangladesh
embassy in Saudi Arabia.

“She went with hope. She wanted
to live a little better. Instead, she was
raped and tortured in her employer's
house,” he said.

.yemﬁm*ﬁwﬁmﬁ
A A

Shairful said the embassy should
have taken stronger action before
issuing her travel pass.

“Before giving her a travel pass, the
embassy heard her story. Why did they
not request the Saudi authorities to
investigate? Why was the employer not
summoned? Why was enforcement not
invoived?” he asked.

He also questioned whether the
incident was reported to the relevant
ministry and what steps were taken.

“They go because they are
vulnerable. Once there, they become
even more vulnerable. And yet we do
not see the state fighting for them
from the embassy level,” Shariful said.

Criticising what he described as
a tendency to quietly send abused
women home, he added, “When crimes
go unpunished, the abuse continues.
Another woman becomes a victim.”

“We often reduce it to numbers...
But this is not about numbers. Human
rights violations cannot be measured
statistically. Each case is a life,” he said.

He urged the government (O
investigate the case thoroughly,
including the roles of recruitment
agencies and embassy officials, and
to adopt a clear standard operating
procedure to protect migrant workers.

“If one woman is tortured in
Saudi Arabia, it is an injury to all of
Bangladesh. Justice must be visible.
Accountability must be real,” he added.
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/" POLLS VIOLENCE

72 injured in
14 incidents

STAR REPORT

At least 72 people were injured in 14 incidents during
polling across the country yesterday.

The violence disrupted voting at several centres,
prompting interventions by police and army personnel.
Law enforcers detained nine people in two incidents — five
in Munshiganj and four in Jhalakathi.

Several incidents occurred near polling centres.
However, swift action by law enforcers allowed voting to
resume at the affected centres.

In Noakhali's Hatiya, at least 31 people, including a BTV,
journalist wounded in a clash between supporters of
mﬁ%iﬂtim Party and BNP.

Hatiya Police Station Officer in Charge Saiful Alam
said the clash was reportedly triggered by attempts Lo
exert influence at a polling centre.

“Several people were injured in the incident. No
complaint has been filed so far,” the OC said.

In Bagerhat's Sharankhola, at least 19 people were
hurt in a clash between supporters of Jamaat and BNP
candidates, According to police and locals, the incident
took place on a road leading to a polling centre in Senatola

Four of the injured were admitted to Khulna Medical
College Hospital and another four to Sharankhola Upazila
Health Complex, they added.

In Meherpur, clashes between BNP and Jamaat
supporters left nine people injured. R, e
In Gangni, around _1?]:00;:111,_ i Chmﬂ%m.l}:& al:ftlya- 1hree_
clash broke out at the Bhatpara SUpPOTiers UF ul Alam  were
Government Primary School polling Mohammad laﬂ ' BNP Supporters
centre over alleged obstruction to allegedly assauie b’t b
e Lot clalted that ik of Its, around ALa0a0y OWEICT ~ =i
activists and supporters were injured, Ratanpur  Government mary

In Meherpur Sadar uparila, School polling centre. it
another clash occurred at Chandpur Lt Md Tahmid, who was on duty =
Government Primary School polling the area, said army personnel aL_tLd
centre. : swiftly and dispersed those involved.

In Rajshahi, a Jamaat activist was “Voung was not affected. i
allegedly hacked by a BNP supporter MUféﬁhigaﬁ ﬁvebadm p{gaa;nﬂ
around 3:30pm near the Mendipara the army detain P‘:;ai =
polling centre. recovered a firearm and several cmat

“Police and army personnel went bombs f‘ﬂb“’mﬁ mﬁﬁ o
to-the spot and brought the situation Makhati  Guruc ?mnCa ig i
under control,” said Bagmara Police Polling cemrt;_- uﬁlg Captain e
Station OC Saidul Alam. commander o ﬂﬂﬂ(ﬁ'}c 31':?’ g

In Khulna-5, a voter named Sadar Police Station Mo

Sanjoy Saha was allegedly assaulted Islam said the ‘fﬁﬂgzgcc“m&“_idbetet“e Mejdl
i NP candida
for casting his vote for BNP. He isiSupporters o1 & :
undergoing treatment at Phultala Kamruzzaman and independent
Upazila Health Complex. candidate Md Mnhl_u::ldlsn.a R ae,
Phultala Police Station OCMostafa _ In Brahmﬂﬂbafﬂa 510 gﬁum -
Kamal said police could not identify Was suspended 2_:11 e Sl
the attackers and asked the victim to Alinagar Governm Primary v
file a complaint. polling centre following a clas
In Chattogram-13  (Anwara- between supporters of independent
Karnaphuli), a supporter of the candidate Rumeen Farhana and BNP
Bangladesh 'Islamic Front candidate alliance contender Maulana Junayed

de the Al Habib, said the local OC.

was allegedly beaten up outsi ) i
i e i ' School  Voting resumed after oreers
Gundip Government Primary Sch e et e adaed:

polling centre, police said.

In Rajshahi-5, a scuffle broke
out between supporters of BNP
nominee Nazrul Islam Mondol and
independent candidate Rezaul Karim
in front of Naopara Government
Primary School polling centre in
Durgapur upazila. No serious injuries
were reported.

In Feni, at least seven people were
injured in election-related violence.

According to locals and police,
a supporter of Jamaatled 1 party
alliance candidate Mujibur Rahman,
chief of Amar Bangladesh Party, was
allegedly assaulted by BNP men at
a polling centre in Lemua of Sadar
upazila.

Anam Abdur Rahim, chief election
agent of Manju, was injured in a
separate attack allegedly by BNP
activists in Dharmapur union.

Four to five supporters of Manju
were also beaten up in Panchgachhia,
while a local Jamaat leader was
critically injured in Shorshodi union
- all allegedly by BNP supporters.

In Gopalganj, three people -- two
Ansar members and a child — were
injured in a crude bomb explosion
at the Reshma International School
polling centre in Nichupara. The
injured are Ansar members Sukanto
Majumdar and Jamal Molla, and
13-year-old Amena Khanum.

In Jashore, BNP supporters allegedly
attacked and injured two Jamaat men

Abu Hena, 25, and Abdul Mannaf,
33 outside Talbaria Government
Primary School polling centre.

In Jhalakathi, police detained four
people after Jamaat candidate Fayzul
Hugq alleged that he was attacked by
BNP supporters at Adakhola Secondary
School polling centre in Rajapur upazila.

Hug claimed that three people,
including his bodyguard, were
injured. BNP candidate Rafiqul Islam
Jamal denied the allegation, saying
Hug's actions at the centre led to the
scuffle.
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abour ers want wage,
allowance by Ramadan 20

Staff Correspondent

LEADERS of two garment
workers' rights bodies at
separate rallies in Dhaka on
Friday called on the govern-
ment and garment factory
owners to pay workers' wag-
es and festival allowances by
Ramadan 20,

Garment Workers Trade
Union Centre and Bangla-
desh Garment O Sweaters
Sramik Trade Union Kendra
arganised two separate rallies
in front of the National Press
Club to press their demands.

The month-long holy
Ramadan started on Febru-

T

in Dhaka on Friday.

ary 19 and Eid-ul-Fitr will be
celebrated in the last part of
March.
President of GWTUC and
labour leader Mantu Ghosh,
who chaired the rally said
that because garment factory
workers were low paid, they
would not be able to enjoy
Eid festival with family mem-
bers if the owners did not pay
their wages and festival al-
lowance by Ramadan 20.
General secretary of the
organisation Sadequr Rah-
man Shamim, central lead-
ers Ziaul Kaabir Khokan,
Dulal Saha, Monzur Moin,
Mohammad Shahjahan and

others spoke at the rally.

The rally was followed by
a protest procession that pa-
raded several city roads.

Leaders of Garments O
Sweaters Sramik Trade Union
Kendra at a rally in
front of the National Press Club
also demanded paying wage
and festival allowances. of the
workers by Ramadan 20,

Former Dhaka University
professor and economist MM
Akash said in the rally that
the BNP government should
take steps to resolve the de-
mands of workers, as they
had cast their votes in favour

of the party.

The Bangladesh Garment and Sweaters Workers' Trade Union Centre bi
including their outstanding wages and a bonus equivelent to one month's salary by the Ramadan 20, on the Topkhana Road

Labour leader Syed Sulta-
nuddin Ahmed said that the
national economy cannot be
strengthened while workers
remain in crisis,

He called on the govern-
ment and the owners of gar-
ment factories to pay wage
and festival allowances of the
workers before Eid.

Chaired by president of
the organisation Kazi Ruhul
Amin, central leaders Sha-
hida Parveen Shikha, KM
Mintu Tkbal Hossain and oth-
ers spoke at the rally.

The rally was followed by
a red flag procession that pa-
raded several city roads.

rings out a procession with several demands,

— New Age photo.
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