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A child works at a metal workshop in the port city's Kapasgola area, his hands operating heavy machinery amid aluminium
dust that poses serious respiratory and skin health risks. As the world observes Children's Day today, such scenes underline
how far we are from ensuring every child’s right to safety and education. “ﬂ_mm m‘l mllﬂ!_iun-ri RAJIE RAIHAN
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Green revolution in RMG: «fstasg aida=wi9
Leave no factories behind ﬁaﬂ% [k |30

Securing green financing
Jirom banks is often a

lengthy and complex
process involving high
transaction costs,
which many small and
medium enterprises find
difficult to meet

writes

Atiqul Kabir Tuhin

For apparel makers, 2025 has been an
exceptionally challenging year. In the
aftermath of the July-August 2024 uprising
that ended Sheikh Hasina's authoritarian rule,
the sector had hoped for a fresh start. Instead,
a series of setbacks has pushed the industry-
into renewed crisis. labour unrest, a
sharp rise in banks' | g rates that has
driven up production. ed!lz,amia tougher US
tariff regime have combined to squeeze _
manufacturers from all sides. Factory closures,
weakening demand in key export marketsand
a near twofold increase In financing costs due
to soaring interest rates have left the apparel:
sector grappling with one of its most difficult
periodsin recent years. .
However, 2025 was not entirely bleak. Despite
the multifarious challenges, the readymade
garment (RMG) sector recorded a notable -
achievement in sustainability. During the year,
38 garment factories received international
recognition as green factories - the highest
number of such certifications achieved ina
single year so far. This milestone has taken
the total number of LEED-certified green
garment factories in Bangladesh to 270, with
another 600 reportedly in the pipeline for
certification. The growing shift towards green
factories highlights the industry's .
commitment to environmentally responsible
manufacturing, even amid persistent

St hkadwind

Itis worth noting that LEED (Leadershipin
Energy and Environmental Design) is the
world's most widely used green building rating
system. Awarded by the United States Green
Building Council (USGBC), LEED certification is

a globally recognised symbol of sustainability
excellence. To qualify, factories must meet

| stringent criteria on carbon emissions, energy

and water efficiency, waste management and
indoor environmental quality, all under the
rigorous evaluation and supervision of the
USGBC. 3

Bangladesh RMG industry's stride towards
environmental sustainability is arguably
unmatched anywhere in the world. Notably,
nine of the world's top 10 greenest garment
factories are located in Bangladesh. Moreover,
48 of the 100 highest-scoring green garment
factories globally are based in the country,
firmly positioning Bangladesh as a global
leader in environmentally sustainable apparel
manufacturing.

Green factories can play a crucial rolein
addressing the challenges of climate change as
Bangladesh is among the countries most
vulnerable to its impacts. At the same time,
LEED certification is not merely a sustainability
benchmark; it has emerged as a strategic
competitiveness tool for the apparel industry.
As international buyers, regulators and
consumers increasingly demand lower
environmental footprints, Bangladeshi
manufacturers are proactively aligning with
evolving standards on carbon efficiency,

efficient use of water and energy, and climate- '
_ resilient infrastructure.

However, as large factories move towards

: mmfnrmation small-scale

entrepreneurs risk being left behind asgvhz
green requires huge initial investment.
Moreover, securing green financing from
banks is often a lengthy and complex process
involving high transaction costs, which many
srrmlfa‘nd medium enterprises find difficult to

Feasibltsull.rtfonsare therefore needed to
support smaller manufacturers. One option

" could be the introduction of coalition-based

schemes, allowing small-scale entrepreneurs
to team up and submit collective applications
to banks and financial institutions for green
financing. The shared objective should be to
elevate the RMG industry to the next level of
sustainability through a comprehensive and
inclusive approach.
At the same time, factories must strengthen
partnerships with international buyers and
brands to deliver on environmental
commitments. Achieving meaningful progress
will require not only stronger commitment
from manufacturers, but also a greater
willingness on the part of brands to pay a
premium for products made in green factories.
Flmll‘,f, it needs to be kept inmind that
sustainability is a marathon, not a sprint.
Setting higher benchmarks is therefore
essential to make the industry truly
environment-friendly. The next objective
could be a transition towards a circular
economy. Such a shift will be crucial in building
aresilient, competitive and sustainable
apparel industry for the future.

aktuhin.fexpress@gmail.com
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802 workers

: SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026,

illedin 713

workplace accidents in 2025

Staff Correspondent
A TOTAL of 802 workers

fatalities compared with 2024,
when 758 workers were killed
in 639 workplace accidents
nationwide.

Of the total deaths record-
ed this year, 385 occurred in
the transport sector, making it
the deadliest sector for work-
ers, At least 78 workers were
killed in road accidents while
travelling to and from work.

Safety and Rights Society
said the findings were based
on an analysis of reports
published in 15 national
and 11 local newspapers.
The organisation noted that
media-based data often un-

derrepresent the true scale of
workplace fatalities, -
According to the sector-
wise breakdown, transport-
related accidents accounted

- for the highest number of

The construction sector
saw 120 deaths, while 58
workers were killed in facto-
ries and other productive insti-
tutions. The agricultural sector
accounted for 94 deaths.

An analysis of causes
shows that road accidents
were responsible for the ma-
jority of fatalities, claiming 479
lives. Other causes included
electrocution 96, lighining
strikes 78, falls from heights or
scaffolding 50, drowning 28,
being hit by or crushed under
heavy or solid objects 25, fire
and explosions 20, collapse of
soil, hills, bridges, buildings,
roofs or walls 14, and expo-

sure fo toxde gases in chemical
plants, septic tanks or water
tanks 8. Four workers died
from ather causes.

The survey identified poor
oad infrastructure, - unfit
vehicles, unskilled or ineffi-
cient drivers, an uncontrolled
transport system, weak law
enforcement and  reckless
driving as key factors hehind
the high number of transport-
related deaths,

In the manufacturing and
constraction  seclors, major
risks included unauthorised

confined spaces such as septic.

or water tanks,

Releasing the survey, the
executive director Sekender
Ali Mina said that the actual
number of deaths was likely

higher, as many accidents go

He noted that at least 76
workers were killed this year
while commuting to work,
stressing the need to ensure
safety during travel to and from
workplaces. He also ‘warned

Organi-
155 and 187.
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B.ANGI.ADE’%H’Smdymade
garment sector is likely to
face another year
in 2026 amid weak global de-
mand, political uncertainty,
banking sector stress, and

tion, business leaders and
economists said.

They warned that the sec-
tor, which through-
outzﬂzsduemtnriffshocks
markets, might continue to
face headwinds unless po-
litical stability was restored
through a credible national
election and supportive poli-

¢y measures are taken,

According to data from
the Export Promotion Bu-
reau, Bangladesh exporled
RMﬂh(;npmdmtnwaﬁh!mB.m
billion in 2025, a mmggal
0.89 par cent increase from
$38.48 billion in 2024,

Despite modest annual
prowth, exports remained
on a negative trajectory from
July to December, raising
concerns among exporters
about the sustainability of
growth this year.

Dlmng]ul}v—Novmnher of
the 2025-26 financial. year,
exports  to the European

A :‘ 13 v
_l L - 1y ; i
M i

~» Weak global de
Election and

2 & @ » @

Intense com

Union declined by 1.03 per
cent to $7.83 billion, while
shipments to the United
States grew by only 3.06 per
cent to $3.22 hillion.

Exports to non-traditional
markets also fell by 3.19 per
cent to $2.67 billion during
the period.

Businesa leaders  said
that deteriorating law and
order, a frﬂgﬂe banking sec-

investment and job creation
added to the sector’s woes in
2025.

and i, ¢

Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear  Manufacturers
and Exporters - Association,
said that both new invest-
ment and expansion of ex-
isting factories were virtu-
ally absent amid political
uncertainty and weak law
and order.

“There are no signs of im-
provement in the short term,
Restoration of law and ‘order
and a credible election could
help restore confidence
among local entrepreneurs
and attract foreign invest-

R s

allenges lie ahead in 2026

ment,’ he said.

Exporters said that many
garment manufacturers
faced difficulties in open-
ing back-to-back letters of
ct:{ledit due to poor health of

e banking sector, while ris-
ing non-performing loans —
estimated at around 36 per
cent of total loans — eroded
confidence among deposi-
tors and businesses.

“The banking sector is go-
ing through a severe crisis
and businesses are suffer-
ing the most because of it,

Hatem said, adding that ur-

‘gent reforms were needed.

Shovon Islam, managing
director of Sparrow Group,
said that international buy-
ers closely monitored po-
litical situation in sourcing
countries, |

‘Buyers are currently in a
state of observation and cau-
tion, particularly regardm,g
the February electlon.
stated, noting that a mmm
to_political stability could
potentially spark a recovery
from April to May.

He described 2025 as
one of the most challenging
years for the RMG sector,
comparing il to the shocks|
experienced during the abo-

" lition of the quota system,

the Rana Plaza tragedy and
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The sector also continues|
to grapple with the impact of
higher US tariffs.

In April 2025, the Unit-
ed States imposed sharply
higher reciprocal tariffs on
apparel imports from several
countries, including Bangla-
desh, initially raising duties
to 37 per cent.

The rate was later re-
duced to 35 per cent, then,
to 20 per cent, following ne-|
gotiations concluded on July
31, 2025,

SYCME VIS




Labour

Rashad Ahamad

LABOUR migration from
Bangladesh increased by
11.54 per cent in 2025, com-
pared to 2024, but the aver-
whelming  concentration

of the migration to a single
destination raised concerns

‘among experts,

Sixty-seven per cent of
the total 11, 28,641 workers

migrated during 2025 went Program

to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, despite years of of-
ficial rhetoric about mar-
ket diversification for such
workers.

Labour migration ana-
lysts: described the trend
as risky and unsustainable,
noting that Saudi Arabia pri-
marily recruited low-skilled
construction workers ahead
of the preparations for host-
ing the FIFA World Cup
2034, rather than creating
long-term, high-value em-
ployment opportunities.

Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit
founding chair Tasneem Sid-
diqui said that Bangladesh’s

migration flow had become
dangerously concentrated to
a single country.

“Total migration is now
focused on Saudi Arabia,
which remains largely a des-
tination for unskilled labour.
This is not a healthy trend
for migration sustnlnahi]ity
she said.

projects are completed.

‘Once the construction
phase ends, the scope for
low-skilled mi will
shrink. Many traditional
destinations have already
shut or tightened their doors
to, Bangladeshi workers,' he
said, urging the government
to urgently explore alterna-

tive labour markets.
However, Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and

- Overseas Employment ad-

ditional secretary Ahmadul
Haque said that a sudden
transition to skilled migra-

tion was not realistic,

‘Preparing skilled workers

time, p

institutional capacity.
we aim to increase
migration, the demand for
low-skilled workers can’t be
ignored,’ he said.

He added that only 2.5
per cent of the workers
trained at government-run
technical training centres for
overseas employment actu-
ally migrated, claiming that
many ftrained individuals
were reluctant to go abroad.

According to the Bureau
of Manpower, Employment
and Training, 11,28,641
people migrated to 142
countries in 2025. Of them,
61,977 were women, who
migrated to 63 countries.

Saudi Arabia alone re-
ceived 7,52,894 workers,
including 44,578 women.
Other major destinations
included Qatar, which hired
1, 07,486 workers (including
2,319 women), and Singa-
pare around 70,000 workers
during the year.

In comparison, 10, 11,669

and

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026

gration 11.54 pe up in 2025

KSA absorbs 67pc mtgrants destmatzon dzversy‘zcatwn skzll dev stressed |

in the capital.

workers migrated in 2024,
13, 05,453 in 2023, and 11,
35,873 in 2022,

A trend analysis shows
that while Saudi Arabia has
long been Bangladesh's
labour destination, its share
reached an unprecedented
high in 2025.

‘The migration to the king-

This file photo shows a crowd of workers waiting outside the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport |

dom accounted for 62 per
cent of the total migration
in 2024, 38 per cent in 2023,
and 54 per cent in 2022,
Tasneem Siddiqui said

top that although granting vot-

ing rights to expatriate Bang-

ladeshis was a positive step

for migrant political inclu-
sion, migration governance

o

— New Age photo |

itself had not improved.

‘The sector needs quali-
tative transformation. Mi-
grated workers remain one
of the highest contributors
to the national economy
through remittance, yet gov-
ernance reforms have lagged
behind,” she said.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

RAJSHAHI; jJan 06: Day
labourers and homeless
people have been suffering
the mostas Rajshahi reeled
under an intense cold spell
with the temperature
dropping to seven degrees
Celsius on Tuesday morning.
The biting cold has caused
widespread hardship,
particularly for low- and
middle-income groups.
Despite the harsh weather,
day labourers, construction
workers, rickshaw-van
pullers and auto-rickshaw
drivers are compelled to head
out earlyinthe morningin. |
search of work, risking their
health to earn a living.

The situation is distressing
for the city's homeless -
population. With little or no
access towarm clothing,
many are seen burning straw,
firewood or discarded
materials on the sidewalks,
bus terminals and railway
stations to keep warm. At
night, they huddle together
in groups, sharing body heat
in an effort to survive the
biting cold-yet the chill
remains relentless.

Abdur Rahim Ali, a day
labourer, said the cold has
made it almost impossible to
work. "Even if there is work,
the body doesn't respond.
Hands and feet go numb," he
said, adding that winter
means uncertainty for peaple
like him-uncertainty over
whether work will be
available at all.

Saiful Islam, another labourer
who travels daily from
Charghat Upazila to Binodpur
area of the city in search of
“work, echoed similar
concerns. "l wear two or
three layers of warm clothes,
but sfill the cold pierces
through. if 1 don't work, how
will my family survive?" he
asked.

Auto-rickshaw driver Sayem
Alisaid passenger numbers
have dtopped significantly

e —

due to the cold. "People are
avoiding going out. Income

has fallen, but driving in this
|freezing weather is

extremely painful," he said.
Meanwhile, the sudden fallin
temperature has triggered a
moderate cold wave, severely

disrupting normal lifein the
northwestern district.
Wrapped in a thick blanket of
fog, Rajshahi has remained
largely deprived of sunshine
for several consecutive days.
From early morning until
noon, the cold shows little
sign of easing, while icy
winds and dense fog
continue ko paralyse daily
activities. Visibility has
dropped sharply, leaving the
view from the roads hazy and
life unusually sluggish.
According to the Rajshahi
Meteorological Observatory,
the minimum temperature
was recorded at seven
degrees Celcius at around
6:00 am on Tuesday,
marking a fall of three
degrees Celsius within just
24 hours, It was the lowest
temperature the country
recorded this winter,
Meteorologists said the
sudden dip has intensified
the cold wave conditions
across the region.

Children and elderly people
have been among those
bearing the brunt of the cold
most severaly.

A visit to different parts of
the city revealed a starkly
different Rajshahi compared
towhat it is inotherseasons.
Streets appeared unusually
quiet, with fewer pedestrians
than usual. Those who
ventured out, did so
hurriedly, bundled in layers
of warm clothing, yet visibly
shivering. Thick fog blurred
vision, making even short-
distance of travel
uncomfortable and risky.
The cold wave has not only
affected humans but also
animals and birds. Early
momning scenes show fewer
cattle grazing in openfields,
while birds cluster tightlyon
tree branches to protect
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themselves fromthecold. .

Mature itself seems locked in
asilent struggle against the
winter chill.

Farmers, too, are worried.
With sunshine absent for
days, agricultural activities
are being affected. Dense fog
and excessive dew are raising
concerns over potential
damage to winter crops,
including boro rice and
seasanal vegetables. Farmers
fear that prolonged foggy
conditions may hamper
normal crop growth.
Weather officials said
humidity levels reached
nearly 100 per cent,
intensifying fog formation
and reducing visibility toas
low as 600 metres.

Rahidul Islam, acting officer
of the Rajshahi
Meteorological Department,
said the moderate cold wave
is the result of a sudden
temperature drop and may
persist for several more days.
"There is no immediate
indication of a significant
rise in temperature,” he
added. Road transport has
also been affected, with
vehicles forced to use
headlights even during
daytime due to poor
visibility. Drivers are moving.
at reduced speeds to avoid
accidents, causing traffic
congestion on key city roads
during the morning hours.
Meanwhile, the district
administration has initiated
relief efforts to assist cold-
stricken people. Rajshahi
District Relief and
Rehabilitation Officer Abdul
Hal Sarkar said the district
requires around 55,000
blankets.

'sp far, we have received
about 32,500 blankets.
Procurement of additional
blankets worth Tk 3.2 million
is currently underway," he
said.

anaetru@gmail.com
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Labourers, homeless suffer
as Rajshahi records lowest
temperature at 7°C

Labour,
Continued fromB1

She also criticised budget
cuts in the migration sector,
noting that allocation had fall-
en from Tk 1,200 crore to Tk
800 crore last year.

‘Without adequate budg-
etary support, no sector can
grow or modernise,’ she said.
demand for women workers
in caregiving, nursing, and
healthcare, Bangladesh contin-
ues lo send women migrants
mostly as domestic waorkers to
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and
garment workers to Jordan.

In 2025 alone, 10,487 Bang-
ladeshi women migrated to
Jordan to work in the apparel
sector.
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A new social contract for

‘workers in

Bangladesh’s growth was built on
millions of workers, yet dignity and
security remain fragile. The question
is no longer if reform is needed,

but whether the country will treat
workers as partners, not costs

flicker on and the streats begin to stir, thousands

of workers make their way through narrow lanes
with lunch boxes in hand and hope that today will be
kinder than yesterday. _

The workers’ lives are built on effort, resilience, and
the quiet expectation that tomorrow might offer some-
thing better.

Yet for many workers, that promise remains fragile.
The question before the country is no longer whether
workers deserve more, but whether Bangladesh is pre-
pared to redefine the relationship between labour, busi-
ness, and the state through a new social contract.

A social contract is not a law alone. It is the shared be-

g t dawn in Gazipur, when garment factory lights

lief that if workers commit their skills and their time, soci- ..

ety will protect their dignity, security, and future. In Bang-
ladesh, that understanding has been stretched thin.
Despite decades of industrial expansion and integra-

ladesh

" But this does not happen by accident. Employers must
go beyond basic compliance and invest in their workers'
well-being. Governments must act before crises hit — not
after workers have already paid the price,

Fair pay is a prerequisite for the new social contract.
Many workers are squeezed between rising living costs
and stagnant pay. Minimum wage adjustments often hap-
pen late and rarely reflect actual living expenses.

A new social contract would acknowledge that a living
wage is not a privilege but a foundation of social stabil-
ity. This does not imply ignoring business realities, but
it demands collaborative wage-setting mechanisms that
reflect both productivity anid human need. -

Employment guarantee is equally critical. The écon-
omy is vastly dominated by informal work, leaving mil-
lions without contracts, health coverage, or pensions.
These workers power transport systems, farms, house-
holds, and small enterprises, yet remain invisible in pol-
icy frameworks,

Integrating informal workers into social protection
systems is one of the greatest challenges as well as one of
the greatest opportunities for Bangladesh's development.
}I’ﬁthuur it, inequality will continue to widen, undermin-
ing social cohesion.

Workplace safety, though improved in export-orient-
ed industries, remains dangerously uneven in many oth-
er sectors, On construction sites, in shipbreaking vards,
brick kilns, and on the roads, workers still face serious
risks every single day.

tion into global markets, many workers still face acci-
dents, illnesses, or job loss. Wages rarely keep pace with
living costs. Informal work remains the norm. Safety im-
provements, while real, remain uneven. This is not sim-
ply a labour issue but a question of national values.

The impartance of a new social contract becomes
clearer when we see through the lens of Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) responsibility. While envi-
ronmental concerns often dominate headlines and gov-
emnance occupies boardrooms, the “social” pillar rests
directly on the lived experience of workers,

Clobal investors, international brands, and develop-
ment partners increasingly recognise that labour stand-
ards are not peripheral issues but central indicators of
sustainable development. :

For Bangladesh, the global supply chains heavily de-
pend on human labour. Thus, the social dimension of
ESG is not abstract; it is deeply personal.

Workers in Bangladesh have already paid a high price
for progress. Tragedies such as Rana Plaza forced the
country and the world to confront uncomfortable truths
about working conditions, accountability, and the hu-
man cost of production., SR

Since then, improvements in building safety, inspec-
tions, and compliance have been substantial, especially
in the Ready-Made Garments (RMG) sector.

Yet safety alone does not constitute dignity. True so-
cial responsibility requires wages that sustain families,
working hours that respect health, contracts that provide
security, and voices that are heard rather than managed.

A new social contract would require a shift in mind-
set. Instead of viewing labour merely as a cost to be mini-
mised, it must be understood as a partner in value crea-
tion. When workers feel protected and valued, everyone
benefits. Productivity rises, loyalty deepens, and innova-
tion follows.

Too often, injuries that could have been prevented
are brushed aside as accidents when, in reality, they re-
flect failures of management, weak oversight, and a lack
of care,

A real social contract would not treat safety rules as
paperwork or an inconvenience, but as a basic moral
duty owed to every person who shows up for work.

Education and skills development are also part of this
new agreement, A society that invests in lifelong learning
strengthens its economy.

Workers who can upgrade their skills are not merely
employable but are empowered. Therefore, workers need
continuous opportunities to adapt as automation and
digitalisation reshape industries.

Business leaders have a major role to play in making
this new social contract real. Bangladeshi companies are
now more connected to global markets than ever, work-
ing with international buyers and investors who are pay-
ing close attention to labour standards and transparency.

This pressure, if handled well, can become a powerful
force for positive change. Companies that invest in work-
er training, fair wages, safe conditions, and employee
representation do not merely meet standards but build
resilience.

Such companies are better positioned to attract re-
sponsible investment, retain skilled labour, and navigate
global market shifts.

Besides, regulatory enforcement must be consistent
and insulated from political influence 1| seepPAGE14COL1

Workers must have a seat at the
table when decisions affect their
livelihoods. Social dialogue between
government, employers, and workers
should not be a procedural formality.
it should be the heartbeat of a
——functioning social contract.
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gration became

complex in 2025: RMMRU

Female migration falls, syndicates active, unskilled workers dominate

LABOUR migration from
' esh became more
complex in 2025 due to
weak governance, persistent
dominance of recruitment
syndicates, high migration
costs and a rise in unskilled
and undocumented migra-
tion, said a report on the
state of overseas migration.
 The Refugee and Migra-
tory Movements Research
Unit launched the report at
the National Press Club in
Dhaka city on Wednesday
when it said that although
overall overseas migration
increased by 12 per cent in
2025 than the last year, but
female migration sharply
declined.

In 2025, total 11,30,757
people migrated from Bang-
ladesh, but only 62,317 of
them—about 5.5 per cent—
were women, the report
noted, citing data from the
Bureau of Manpower Em-

ployment and Training,
Women accounted for

p

.

around 16 per cent of total
overseas migration between
2015 and 2019, as female
labour migration gradually
increased over the previous
two and a half decades since
1991, when women workers
from h began go-
ing abroad officially.

RMMRU founding chair
and Dhaka University pro-
fessor Tasmeem Siddiqui
said that the quality of mi-
gration remained a major
concern, as the majority of
workers continued to mi-
grate in low-skilled catego-
ries.

She said that only about
30 per cent of migrants be-
longed to skilled or profes-
sional categories, - urging
the government to prioritise
skills development and im-
pose discipline on the re-
cruitment system.,

Tasneem Siddiqui also
called for a systematic re-
duction in the number of
recruiting agencies, noting
that Bangladesh currently
had around 2,600 licensed

N34

agencies, many of which
were owned by the same

families under different
names.
Bangladesh:  currently

had the highest number of
recruiting agencies in South
Asia, while India allowed
192 agencies, Pakistan 464,
Nepal 416 and Sri Lanka
248, she mentioned.

‘Political affiliation of
recruiting agents must be
controlled,’ she said, add-
ing that recruiting licences
held by lawmakers should
be suspended during their
tenure -as Member of Par-
liament to avoid conflict of
interest.

Ekushey Padak-winning
photographer . and ~ Drik
managing director Shahidul
Alam said that migrant
workers were often treated
merely as statistics rather
than as human beings.

‘We must value migrant
workers not as numbers but
as people who make enor-
mous sacrifices for the coun-
try,” he said.

The RMMRU in its con-
cern further said that while
the government maintained
records of outgoing migrant
workers, there were sig-
nificant gaps in providing
support to workers facing
difficulties abroad, as well
as in reintegrating returnee
migrants.

The organisation placed
13 recommendations to im-
prove migration governance.

Its recommendations in-
clude upgrading the BMET
to a full directorate with
multiple departments; creat-
ing a separate cadre service
for the Ministry of Expatri-
ates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment; ensuring
proper use of the Wage Earn-
ers’ Welfare Board fund: al-
locating at least 1 per cent
of the national budget to the
migration sector; and mod-
ernising training centres to
match global labour market
demand.

Despite repeated policy
commitments,  migration
destinations remain highly

F@E, 3 TEE 2030,

concentrated, with about 90
per cent of migrants going to
just five countries, of which
the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia alone took in 67 per cent
Bangladeshi migrant work-
ers in 2025,

Worker sourcing also re-
mained geographically con-
centrated, with migrants
originating from fewer than
a dozen districts includ-
ing Cumilla, Brahmanbaria,
Dhaka, Tangail, Noakhali,
Kishoreganj out of the coun-
try’s 64 districts.

Having said that granting
voting rights to expatriate
Bangladeshis was a posi-
tive step, Tasneem Siddiqui
mentioned that the recent
labour agreement between
Bangladesh and Japan was
another encouraging devel-
opment.

However, she warned
that recruitment rackets,
particularly linked to the
Malaysian labour market,
might become active again
if strong regulatory oversight
was not ensured. e
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by Saqeb Mahbub and
Afrin Sadia Nusrat

interim government in No-
Tl'fmber 2025 passed the Labour
(Amendment) Ordinance 2025,
bringing about extensive changes in
the Labour Act that impact the labour
framework. While the reforms are posi-
tioned to strengthen worker rights and
align with international standards un-
der the International Labour Organisa-
tion, its immediate implications for em-
ployers are profound and demanding,
The legislation broadens the law’s
scope, mandates new administrative

) .-.-u L md hjd].‘ﬁm -

he labour law is only applicable
alling within the definition
of worker set by the law. As such, only
those are able to enjoy the rights pro-
vided in the law and also exarcise those
rights in labour courts, One of the most
consequential aspects of the amend-
ment is the expansion of the definition
of ‘worker’ in Section 2(65) of the law.
The definition  offered
broad exclusions, explicitly stating that
a worker ‘does not include a person
mainly in a managerial, administrative

[or supervisary] capacity, meaning that

ahtgamkagm?ufwhim-ﬂoumagglgyd; ployer

oes working in these capacities
gvkgmd labnurbylaw pﬁtymmﬁm and were
emp ent contracts
and company policy. The amendment
removes this exclusion from the core
definiion, The new, more inclusive
definition states: “‘worker” means any

individual, including someone who is

undergoing training... who is employed
in any establishment or industry.. to
skilled, unskilled, manual,
technical, business development, or
clerical work as an employee or officer,
by whatever designation called....'
The inclusion of ‘officer’ and the

- standardised equivalent used to adjust

_Labour complian

functional category of ‘business de-

t' tasks immediately pulls a/
n of previously exempted white-|
collar staff into the category of 'wurksr."]
This means that, depending on the type/
of organisation, a significant number of |
employees previously excluded from'
labour law protection are entitled to
labour law protection and enforcement
mechanisms

The maternity benefit entitlement
bas been changed to expand welfare
support for female workers. The or-
dinance has the earlier eight
weeks' maternity benefit period with 60
days and extended the total paid leave
to 120 days from the date of delivery.
The period is the total new paid leave
entitlement while the 60 days is th

administrative time frame previously
specified in weeks. It requires at least

challenges

significantly expanded. The previous

stantially easier for workers in larger
establishments to organise and register
a trade union. Under the previous re-
quirement, a trade union could only be
registered if at least 20 per cent of the
warkers in the establishment are its
members.

The new structure specifies clear
numerical for membership re-
guirements b on the total worker
count, As little as 20 workers in an es-
tablishment may now jointly apply to
register a trade union. However, the
union must meet membership
thresholds based on the total number of
workers in the establishment.

The ordinance converts the estab-
lishment of a provident fund from an
optional provision to a statutory obli-
gation once a minimum threshold of
workers is reached, introducing sub-
stantial administrative and financial

six months of service before entitlement’, responsibilities for management. The
and maintains the exclusion where B-,l\ previous provisions were optional and

woman has two or more surviving chil-
dren although It now refers to the moth-
er as ‘mother/parturient,”

Pa; methods for the maternity
benefit are modernised as benefits may
now be given in cash, bank deposit or
electronic fund transfer and the
calculation method is simplified,
monthly wages divided by 26n instea
of a three months' average.

-hmna:;nr;lm manuals,
cy documents and reporting software t
replace “eight weeks' with ‘s

ment securities.

were not triggered until 75 per cent of
the workers united to demand its estab-
lishment. The new ordinance makes it
mandatory for factories and establish-

ments employing 100 or more perma-

nentworkers to establish and maintain The

a provident fund,
The amendment also introduces an
option for workers to participate in the

. national ‘Pragati’ pension scheme as an-

nstituted
provident fund. The investment provi-
sions have been simplified, limi

- investments o government-a
- gectors while the earlier version

on Eclﬂc investment categories such as

Mutual Fund Certificates or govern-

or disability,
The responsibilities against violence

tion of women, The amendment intro-
duced broad and mandatory duties for
the owner, employer and authority to
ensure that the workplace environment
is not hostile and are required to formu-
late and implement a workplace
againgt violence and harassment whi

is applicable for everyvone,

In addition, the mandatory require- |

ment of the establishment of a ‘commit-
tee for disposal of complaints on dis-
crimination, violence, and harassment'
has been added.,

Under the ordinance, the require-

ment of establishing an alternative

dispute resolution authority dedicated
to g; resolution of individual and col-
lective labour disputes has been added.
This authority is mandated to operate
on the crucial principles of impartiality
and fairness, notwithstanding any other
axisting laws,

labour courts retain their stat-
utory jurisdiction, the introduction of a
dedicated ADR authority reflects a
islative intent to strengthen pre-adjudi-
catory dispute resolution mechanisms,
framework is designed to operate
alongside, rather than in substitution of
labour courts.

The Labour Act (Amendment) Ordi-
nance marks a significant transforma-
tion in labour landscape, expanding
protections for workers while imposing
mare rigorous compliance obligations
on employers, From broadened worker
definitions and enhanced maternity
benefits to mandatory social security
and equality frameworks, the ordinance
modernises labour msulaﬁonm

- with rising International s i

Employers must now proactively adapt
their policies, processes and
mechanisms . to meet the '
requirements, ensuring both legal com«
pliance and a fair, safe and inclusive
workflace,

'9Z0Z ‘TT AUVNNYI ‘AVANNS

.,

Sageb Mahbub, a barrister-atjaw, (s a
partner and Afrin Sadia Nusrat /s an asso-

of industrial power by making it subt and harassment at work have been  clate at law firm Mahbub and Company.
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— Plastic factories still choke Old Dhaka '

as Munshiganj Industrial Park misses
~ yetanother deadline

NG (o M Hundredsofplastic | Move torelocate | p Tioublawith land acquisitoncauses jngyas, | The sector
OF PLASTIC mmuﬂmm m;&mm - delays IZMImplarmntatmn ; sch | Ed ; r'-u;};]m[‘\'
LUTTSGITNEY  poseseriusbealth | Dhala to Munshigan| Vi : plastic P $12 epmifin
hazard t ‘ a5 progres: _ o126 | billior people
PARK | mm i mﬁem ¥ produed and sold domestically ' countries i el ik
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MANUFACTURING - BANGLADESH

MAHADI HASAN

Despite long-standing health and environmental
concerns linked to plastic factories in Old Dhaka,
the government's effort to shift them to Munshigan;
has made little progress over the past ten years,
Although a modern plastic industrial city was ap-
proved in 2015, persistent land acquisition hurdles
stalled the project at its outset.

. The project was originally approved on 1 De-
cember 2015, with a target completion date of June
2018, Following multiple extensions, the deadline
was last set for December 2025, but the project has
just started and the timeline has now been pushed
back again to December 2027, marking the project’s
fifth extension.

According to the Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIQ) sources, 47% of
earth filling work has been completed, while over-
all project progress stands at only 14-15%. Once
land filling is finished, construction will begin in
phases, BSCIC Chairman Saiful Islam said.

He said delays occurred mainly because the i
agency failed to secure the initially allocated land .
al the start of the project. Strong resistance from lo- /
cal residents prevented land acquisition for nearly ' .
seven years, from 2015 to 2022, and five project di- : : AR B
rectors were unable to resolve the issue. Eventually, A worker arranges drinking containers for chickens at a poultry equip

STOT'TOET AVASIANL
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in |
ment workshop in Islambag, adjacent to|

—in 2023, the government . ~~==eroiL3 Beribadh, Dhaka, recently. The vessels are sold wholesale at Tk40 each to retail traders. PHOTO; MEHED] HASAN —
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE S
decided to abandon the criginal site
beside the expressway and relocate the
project near the Chemical Industrial City.

Accerding to BSCIC, the authority fi-
nally took possession of the new land on
15 July 2025, Boundary demarcation and
pre-leveling work were completed de-
spite adverse monsoon conditions, and
earth-filling activities began soon after,

The plastic industrial city’s initial es-
timated cost of Tki33 crore has risen to
Tksog crore, largely due to an expansion
of the project area from 50 acres to 95
acres, inflation, and higher construction
expenses. Project Director Md Anis Uddin
explained that the expanded area doubled
the length of roads, drains, and boundary
walls, significantly increasing costs.

He also noted that earth-filling costs

(L 5
-

Plastic factories still choke Old Dhaka as Munshiganj

rose from Tk2oo per cubic metre in 2012
to Tks10 in 2023. Despite these challeng-
es, he expressed hope that the project
would be completed by December 2027,
though low river water levels during the
dry season could hamper sand transpor-
tation and impede progress.

Industry leaders warn that prolonged
delays are taking a toll on the sector. Ac-
cording to the Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BPGMEA), plastic goods worth
around Tk4s5,000 crore are produced
and sold domestically, contributing
about Tk3,500 crore annually in inter-
nal revenue. In the 202425 fiscal year,
Bangladesh exported plastic products
to 126 countries, earning approximate-
Iy $1.2 billion - a 20% year-on-year in-
crease. The sector supports around 1.2

"l

million people directly and indirectly.
BPGMEA President Shamim Ahmed

'said plastic factories operating within

Dhaka remain in hazardous conditions,
frequently facing fire risks that endan-
ger workers and nearby residents. He
expressed frustration that the Munshi-
ganj project has remained unfinished for
nearly 10 years, saying the delay is hurt-
ing exports, damaging Bangladesh’s im-
age, and creating financial and psycho-
logical stress for entrepreneurs.

Regarding plot allocations, the BSCIC
chairman said plots will only be handed
over once the project is fully complet-
ed. He said the authority recognises the
plastic industry’s vast potential and is
keen to complete the project swiftly to
help the sector grow and attract new in-
vestment.
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Garment exporters see brighter
outlook as election nears

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA
American buyers are tapping the shoulder
of Bangladeshi apparel makers. While
exchanging new year greetings, Canadian
buyers are also asking them how things are
going. Local manufacturers say they are
receiving phone calls and emails from buyers
in Furope as well. 4

With less than a month to go before the
national elections scheduled for February 12,
local garment exporters say big business may
be around the corner, as the polls are expected
to calm frayed political nerves and improve
overall law and order.
~ "Of course, the election is a major factor
in restoring buyers' confidence, as political
stability is expected after the polls,” said
Mostofa Q Sobhan Rubel, chairman of Dragon
Group.
~ Rubel said his company is seeing a rise in
inguiries, particularly from US and Canadian
buv}:s ggrjdmamr items.

orders are increasingly shiftin
from China to Bangladesh after US mcipmcagl
tarifis on Chinese goods climbed to nearly 50
percent.

Me_-am‘lﬁle, global conditions are also
showing signs of improvement as inflation
eases and supply chains gradually normalise.
Rubel said he expects his exports to grow
by about 30 percent this year, up from $20
million in 2025.

E!q!orters say prolonged political
uncertainty, labour unrest in industrial zones
months. after the uprising and lingering
afmhqcks pushed many international
buyers into a wait-and-see stance, delaying
or rimming orders. With the election now
in s.ight those deferred orders are slowly
resurfacing.

That tentative return of buyer interest
comes after a subdued year for the local
apparel sector,

In the recently concluded 2025, the
Cl)l.ll'lll'rs garment exports rose h}’ iﬂSl 0.88
percent to $38.82 billion, from $38.48 billion a
vear earlier, according to the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB). The slight increase reflects the
combined impact of domestic disruptions and
weak global demand.

The improving outlook is also being shaped
by easing global pressures.
Inflation  in  major
economies has cooled,
and supply chains are
stabilising after years of
disruption caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
Russia-Ukraine 1||.ra|rin atll'lld

oing conflicts -
ﬁdl& East, which had
dampened apparel demand
worldwide.

Western buyers § Improved political ! Garment
rompupRMG  : stability expected i exports
orderscheodof | toincrease i 0.88%1n 2025
Feb 12 polls i shipments

According to exporters,
Bangladesh's position
in global sourcing has
strengthened further due
to tariff differences in the
US market.

The reciprocal tariff
on Bangladeshi garments
currently stands at 20
percent, lower  than
rates imposed on some
competitors, including
India and China, where
duties have climbed close 10
50 percent.

Even so, shipments
to the US, Bangladesh’s
largest single country
export destination, slowed
during the peak months
of September to November
last year, when orders
usually rise ahead of the

Christmas season.
Exporters linked the
slowdown to a  front-
loading = of shipments
earlier in the year.
Between January and
April last year, before

revised tariff . rates took
effect, the average dury
on Bangladeshi garment
exports to the US was
around 16.5 percent.
higher

Anticipating
tariffs later, exporters
rushed consignments
during that period. Many
US retailers then pared

back imports in the

i ftemssetat20%

i US reciprocal i Global supply
: toriffson :chains also
i Bongladeshi i stabilising

gradually

e

Garment workers make their way to work amid foggy‘weaﬂler.piabn wasfﬂtmmmtly
Ulail Bus Stop on Dhaia-nrldla Highway in the Bank Town area of Savar.
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He added that concerns

second half of the vear as over Bangladesh’s global

inventories piled up.

image also remain an issue

Tariff uncertainty eased for some buyers,
after negotiations with  Addressing ease of doing
Washington. The reciprocal business is critical if the
duty was scaled down to 20 sector is to turn this short-
percent, restoring a degree term recovery into long-
of predictability for buyers term growth, Rashid said.

and suppliers.

Against this backdrop,
apparel manufacturers are
upbeat about the 2026
export outlook.

MA Jabbar, managing
director of DBL Group, said
the formation of an elected
government would help
rebuild confidence across
the supply chain, from
factory owners to global
retailers and investors.

DBL exported $506
million worth of garments
in 2025 and is targeting
about 10 percent growth in
2026, after exports slipped
from $520 million in 2024.

Industry - leaders,
however, also said that
political stability alone will
not guarantee a sustained
rebound.

Humayun Rashid,
chairman of Energypac
Fashions Ltd, said
persistent challenges
in energy supp}%. port
and logistics efficiency,
banking sector health and
international connectivity
continue to weigh on
competitiveness.
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7 Govt moves o clirb
yarn imports, RMG
exporters unhappy

Import restrictions on duty-free medium-to-coarse yarn may protect local
spinners but could threaten the country’s global apparel market position

IMPORT OF COTTON YARN INTO BANGLADESH
{in million kg)

* Rest of the world
W India

REFAYET l.'l.l_\H MlRDHA

The commerce ministry ha_s recﬂmmended
that the revenue board end the duty-free
import of certain types of yarn under the
bonded warehouse facility.

Local spinners have welcomed the
recommendation, but local apparel
manufacturers say this could push up
production cosits  and- undermine the
Couniry’'s export competitiveness.

In 2 recent letter to the National Board of
Revenue (NBR), the ministry recommended
withdrawing the bonded facility for importing
varn of 10 to 30 count - a medium-to-coarse
thickness range widely used in knitwear
manufacturing. A higher count indicates less
thickness.

The ministry cited mounting pressure on
focal spinning mills from cheaper imports,
particularly from India.

Readvmade garment exporters say the
proposal risks unsettling the country’s largest
export sector at a time of global uncertainty
and intense price compelition.

Leaders of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BCGMEA) and the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BEMEA) voiced their concerns regarding
the move and announced to hold a press

P

ool ﬂ-&-&-‘ "

Ensure 40% Sufag.nd
domestic benefits 0 investment in the
value oddition LDC graduationin | ot 60% primary textile
for EUGSPPlus | November 2026 copacity | sector
conference on the issue today. instead.
BGMEA Director Faisal Samad said the The push for restricting imports follows

suspension of duty-free imports would force
garment manufacturers to rely more heavily
on local yarn suppliers, where prices are
already rising.

“The garment sector will be severely
affected as we will have to buy yarn at higher
prices from a monopolised local market,” he
said, adding that BGMEA members had raised
the issue at an emergency meeting.

He declined to comment further ahead of
the press conference, but said exporters were
deeply concerned about the government's
decision to restrict imports of ‘“widely
consumed” yarn.

BKMEA Executive President Fazlee
Shamim Ehsan said imported yarn accounts
for nearly 30 percent of the country’s total
demand - roughly $1.5 billion worth - with
most of it sourced from India. The remaining
demand is met by domestic spinners.

He said local mills had already started
quoting prices $0.25-03 (Tk 30-36) per
kilogramme higher lollowing the proposed
restriction.

“It is not right to harm the export-oriented
garment industry to salvage the spinning
sector,” he said, arguing that targeted
incentives of four to five percent could have
been offered to primary textile producers

RO

sustained lobbying by the Bangladesh Textile
Mills Association (BTMA), which has warned
that some mills in the primary textile sector,
which have investments of about $25 billion,
are facing the risk of closure due to the import
of cheap yarn from India.

In late December, BTMA urged the
government to either suspend the bonded
warehouse benefit or impose a 20 percent
tariff on imports of the popular yarn counts.

According to BTMA sources, Bangladesh
uses 400 crore kilogrammes of yarn in a year,
with some 46 percent coming from India.

According to BTMA, Indian traders have
been selling 30-count varn in Bangladesh at
$2.50 to $2.60 per kilogramme, even though
the same yarn sells for $2.90 to $2.93 per
kilogramme in India.

The association said such pricing
reflects heavy incentives and has left local
spinners struggling, with unsold yarn stocks
reportedly reaching Tk 12,000 crore by the
end of December.

The commerce ministry echoed these
concerns in its letter to the NBR, noting that
yarn imports surged sharply in recent years.

Import volumes rose by more than
68 percent in fiscal vear 2023-24 (FY24)
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compared to the previous year, while
values increased by over 46 percent.
In FY25, volumes grew by another 18.4
percent and values by 26.3 percent.

e ministry said at least 50
spinning mills have already shut
down and warned of further losses if
the current import trend continues.

It also cautioned that growing
dependence. on imported yarn
could reduce the garment Sector's
competitiveness due to lengthened
lead times, reduce local value
addition, and put pressure on foreign
CUTTENCY [ESErVes.

Exporters, however, argue that
limitingaccessto competitively priced
yarn could weaken Bangladesh’s
position in global apparel markets,
especially as buyers remain highly
price-sensitive.

Showkat Aziz Russell, president
of BTMA, said the issue must also be
seen in the context of Bangladesh's
graduation from least developed
country (LDC) status.

He said exporters would
need to comply with “two-stage
transformation” rules — using locally
spun yarn instead of imported
cotton - to qualify for preferential
market access in destinations such
as the European Union (EU), the
United Kingdom and Japan after
- graduation.

He also noted that securing GSP
Plus benefits from the EU would

require at least 40 percent local value
addition, compared to current levels
of around 35 percent in spinning,
knitting at 20 percent and weaving at
25 percent.

The local spinners mainly produce
the 30 count varn to serve the
garment exporters.

While local mills can supply
about 90 percent of yarn demand for
knitwear and 45 percent for woven
garments, the rest still depends on
imports from countries including
India, China and Pakistan.

Spinners said in fiscal year 2025-
26, $2.0 billion worth of varn was
imported from India, with local mills
using 1,600 tonnes daily.

Bangladesh is the largest
destination for Indian yarn exports,
receiving 44 percent of the total,
while Cambodia ranks second at 21
percent.

Earlier, in April last year,
Bangladesh banned yarn imports
from India through land ports,
though sea-route imports remained
unaffected. Millers have said they do
not seek a complete ban, but rather
measures to curb what they describe
as dumping.

Contacted, - Mohammad Naziur
Rahman Miah, first secretary of
customs (export and bond), said the
NBR had received the commerce
ministry’s letter. “The issue is under
consideration. No decision has been

made yet."”

o

Govt moves to curb yarn
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A recipe for more
migration fraud?
Migrants need accountability from

existing recruiting agencies, not

more of them

Migrant workers remitted a record $33 billion last year, a vital
cushion for a nation navigating political turbulence. Yet the
machinery that sends them abroad remains largely broken, with
prohibitive costs and middlemen who treat human beings as
commodities. Against this backdrop, the interim government’s
decision to approve 252 new overseas recruiting agencies is
baffling. This expansion pushes the total number of licensed
recruiters to 2,646—the highest in South Asia—dwarfing India’s
1,988 and Pakistan's 2,537. Clearly, it flies in the face of economic
logic and expert advice as, just months ago, a government-
commissioned white paper explicitly recommended a
“reasonable” reduction in agencies to curb endemic fraud. To
our surprise, the expatriates’ welfare and overseas employment
ministry has done the opposite.

A senior secretary has reportedly argued that more agencies
will break the stranglehold of powerful syndicates, and that
even if each new firm sends just one worker, numbers will rise.
This is based on a rosy assumption that more competition
automatically leads to better behaviour, In reality, it merely fuels
a race to the bottom: illicit costs permeate every layer of the
labour market and ultimately trickle down to aspiring migrants,
forcing them to pay a higher price than anyone else in the region.

The white paper’s findings were quite damning. Over the past
decade, it revealed, nearly one in five workers who paid advances
failed to migrate at all, resulting in annual losses of roughly
Tk 31,660 crore. That is why we stress that the system needs
cleaning, not cluttering. The priority should be a rigorous
audit to weed out unfit agencies, not the issuance of fresh
licences that will stretch an already overstretched regulator
10 breaking point. The Bureau of Manpower Employment
and Training (BMET) is drowning in complaints, with over
2.200 last year alone. Having to police more agencies would be
almost impossible.

This decision comes as the global market for Bangladeshi
labour is shrinking. Malaysia halted recruitment amid
corruption allegations during the tenure of the Awami League
government. The UAE has suspended visas, and traditional
markets like Oman and Bahrain are largely closed. Even Saudi
Arabia, the destination for 70 percent of migrants, is becoming
less hospitable, with rising costs and fewer jobs. When legal
routes narrow, the temptation for irregular migration grows.
Already, Bangladeshis topped the list of irregular sea crossings
to Europe last year.

The interim government has a mandate to dismantle
prevailing syndicates, yet it appears to be replicating the
mistakes of the past. Issuing licences is easy; ensuring that a
village labourer is not bankrupted by a predatory broker is hard.
The government seems to have chosen the easy part. But our
migrant workers deserve better.

Going forward, we urge the authorities to enforce strict legal
and ethical standards and negotiate bilateral agreements that
climinate middlemen altogether. Agencies with proven records
of fraud must be stripped of their licences, and this clean-up
must be paired with strengthening the BMET. Establishing a
centralised, digital payment gateway for migration fees would
also be a critical step in eliminating opaque cash transactions
that fuel the syndicate system and drive up costs for the
poorest workers.
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RMG exporters
Oppose move
to curb yarn

IMports

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

..........

opposed the commerce ministry's
recommendation to remove duty
benefits on certain yarn imports
under the bonded warehouse
facility.

They argue that such restrictions
would force them to spend more
on locally produced yarn, which
eventually will reduce the global
competitiveness of the country’s
ready-made garments at a time
when export growth is slowing.

The commerce ministry recently
recommended the National Board
..|of Revenue (NBR) to scrap duty

-| benefits on imported yarn of 10

| to 30-count, a medium-to-coarse
range widely used in knitwear
production.

The move is meant for protecting

spinners should expand capacity
and modernise production rather
than depending on an “artificial
duty shield”.

BGMEA Director Faisal Samad
said they are relying more on Indian
varns because of their competitive
prices. “In this case, shorter lead-
time is not a major factor,” he said.

Leaders at the press conference
criticised the commerce ministry
for not consulting with them before
making the decision. They said
that officials of the Bangladesh
Trade and Tariff Commission
(BTTC), which operates under the
commerce ministry, held meetings
with them.

BKMEA President Mohammad
Hatem said that no decision on
duty withdrawal was made during
discussions with BTTC officials.

The garment-makers said they

YARN COST GAP
imported yarn: $2.50-$2.60
INEEE PO o
Local yarn: around $3.00 per kg
Price gap: 30-40 cents per kg
Absorbable gap: up to 20 cents
per kg
Garmentsexports  EXPORTERS PROPOSE
Wﬁtﬁmhm 5% cashincentive for local yar use
i Reliable gas, power for spinners
down'4.23% nDec.  Corporats tx elef for spimers
in 2025 Low-interest loans for spinning mills

local spinners, who claim they were
sitting on Tk 12,000 crore of unsold
stock as of December last year amid
a surge of Indian yarn.

At a joint press conference at
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka
yesterday, leaders of the Bangladesh
Garment  Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
and Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) said local

would be willing to purchase local
yarn even if it cost 20 cents more
per kilogramme. Currently, the
price differences range from 30 to
40 cents per kilogramme.

Acting BGMEA President Selim
Rahman said the price of widely
used 30 count yarn ranges from
$250 to $2.60 per kilogram
internationally, compared with $3
per kilogram for locally preduced
yarn.

In- fiscal - year 202223,
imported varn  from
India cost Tk 428.37 per
kilogramme, yet the same
quantity sold locally at Tk
389.18 per kilogramme.
Rahman said spinning
mills are running below
capacity due 1o gas
shortages, which limit their
ability to meet demand.

He warned that
withdrawing the bond

; facility  would  harm
garment shipments.

Apparel exports fell by 2.63
percent in July-December
this fiscal year, with a
1423 percent decline in
December alone.

Rahman wurged local
millers to  modernise
production to diversify
varn types and meet buyer
demand.

On Sunday, apparel
exporters sent a letter
to the fnance ministry
elaborating on  their

concerns and mentioning
almost the same demands
they made yesterday.

At the press conference,
garment  manufacturers
also proposed a number of
alternatives to support the
domestic spinning sector.

They suggested a 5
percent cash incentive for
using local yarn to protect
the $25 billion invested in
the primary textile sector
from being undercut by
cheaper Indian imports.

The exporters also urged
the government to ensure
adequate gas and power
supply to industrial units,
as most spinning mills are

running at just 60 percent

capacity due 1o utility
shortages.

They called for
corporate tax rebates

for -export-oriented yarn
producers and low-interest
loans to reduce production

COsts and improve
competitiveness.
BKMEA Executive

President Fazlee Shamim
Fhsan called for urgent

talks with the government
to reach a workable
solution.

Previously, on December
29, the Bangladesh Textile
Mills Association (BTMA)
asked the BTTC to either
suspend the bonded
warehouse  benefit or
impose a 20 percent tariff
on widely used imported
yarn.

]

A commerce ministry
letter to the NBR said that
Bangladesh will need a
two-stage transformation
of garment items for
entering key markets such
as Europe, Australia, the
LK, the USA, and Japan
after graduating from
least-developed  country
status in November.

To maintain GSP Plus
privileges in the post LDC
era, local value addition will
need to reach 40 percent.
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i stop these abuses.

#. With a small number of agencies involved, it is facilitated by =¥ T
7+ the introduction of a digitised system under Bestinet, which
1% has actually centralised the corruption. The Bloomberg
1% investigation has identified a Bangladeshi living in Malaysia
i as allegedly a major player in this system and the founder of
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st s “Why have we failed
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to end migrant
workers’ abuse?

’ i e e L i
o been omE i i e g e
A sinister nexus has FRESANER A AGE T T

allowed to thrive 203 A TOTRISEE @M A

AR wiaTs <4 1= s oo
A recent Bloomberg investigation confirms what reports in grF@ W TICAATNS I SFFEE G
The Daily Star and other media have been trying 1o establish: W0y W= =08 3| STFE - FHE
that a deliberately engineered system exists through which FTRRI 57 7= ABIAT 24| 2039 =
Bangladesh’s migrant workers are recruited, resulting in (€% =& MwE i W
horrendous exploitations. It is a business model in which SR a7 ora Rras aum G
workers are charged up to 86,600 for jobs that are often MeTR % igerR SR 1 T
nonexistent, benefitting everyone in the nexus, including TR 3 ZOE, ST
recruiters, political elites, and those working the digital 793 e
system. Only the worker gets the raw end of the deal, left with q‘qﬂgﬁﬂ .
huge debts to pay, losing dignity, and in some cases, life itself. 30 "

The shocking case of Shohigul Islam, a Bangladeshi migrant Pl e i!-‘-ﬂ-'ﬁﬁﬁi ﬂm ;_.qg; ‘?ﬁfR
worker who borrowed $4,400 to get a consiruction job in e © WMol CIESTd Rte mEQ
Malaysia, only to end up dead in a derelict building outside v g
Kuala Lumpur, is a stark example of the tragic consequences yeve smad g1 MoH RS
of this nefarious system. Shofiqul, like hundreds of others, yieqrams fite 2z %8 s @
reached Malaysia but found that there was no job. His employer fifagess s so fs@a &1 @ 7
disappeared, and he was left stranded in a building. el TE | STEEE R AIGTE 40

Over the past decade, more than 800,000 Bangladeshis forag a7 7 fesie @908 29|
went to Malaysia, and many of them have fallen into crippling  fivdms wme o1 zZm, 2efEga &
debt, paying for recruitment fees that are far higher than ¥@m @z i fm 0k 7=
those charged to workers from other countries. Many become fepmfefes @figs w1 R
victim to debt bondage, forced labour, and human trafficking. #=ss=fs a1 #Asga TFel Gen WA
Shockingly, all this is happering under the noses ‘of the ¥ & ¥IfA TG bR FATT TG &
Malaysian authorities, who seldom do anything meaningful to %% %0 &R frzeie 3 SR

| RSS! 4EE 7| TR o e
controlled ; ol i
TA| & S AR qEEAE WEE
elff e FTe| SRR AESOl Eied
e 31 2w Wb 3 9 levihe R
Ty < =0 AT WSy ey SR
Bestinet, who has apparently used political connections in ﬁlﬁa:ﬂﬁﬁw o SR ﬁ;g
both countries to perpetuate this exploitation. A= ri

) AT 2 AT o AE A

Even though these abuses were well known and internal ~ frfgm G St (TeTE (RE
discussions about reform had taken place, contracts were se fygeiafags s@0 whoas &=
extended during the AL regime. Strangely, despite the gravity gmes s fBram sfaeim o9 @
of Bloomberg's findings, the governments of both countries fesid z=rs 37| Gris AT hm sz
did not respond to its queries. Even the current government's seyr e Wiss a9 wiea #fEae
inaction in ending this exploitation is disturbing. This raises erfirsisaig st §iF Brsam o8 oo
the question: are the remittances that migrant workers send o3¢ @ity serwars  @iowgsEEn
home more important than their rights and their lives? Why 2 fasa #a1s A=)
have these_ sinister networks not been dismantled despite

The recruitment process, mereover, is tightly

-

Firmie 0 (405 TS ¥ 5w voo wea all the evidence at hand? In fact, even during the interim
rers. W el Sy fesrE @ 9@ government's tenure, official visits of high officials on both
T @ oS sfwerma awe sides and promises of solutions have not yielded any change.
(5% wwe S @ g @ et There is no denying that workers need to be able to find
= ﬁ@z gTEB(E (HW@ &9 5 jobs abroad and that our economy is highly dependent on the
ga @eeeE, LWEIE @ TEESBIEE remittances they send home. But the state must put an end to
wiere Fess s¥gd @fea @@ this blatant exploitation by breaking the syndicates, enforcing
Blew] BT | TTA QU FEE 5 F ceilings on fees, and bringing politically connected actors and
=yl | & = wfeEEeEEa SR, 9ETT™ criminal brokers to book. For the next elected government,
re aEEfEE e GFEE TR thege are priority tasks—ensuring that migrant workers pay
CIRTETE FOST ¥ | affordable - recruitment fees through legitimate systems,
fg;lﬁfﬁ Wzmﬁ; mﬁ e j:’% guaranteeing their dignity and safety. g
| emae P ofees =OME, W TR I
TAE Ws @ TR AR e
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Migrant welfare

must be a priority

Parties must commit to addressing

migration governance failures

As political parties prepare to unveil their election manifestos,
with the curtain on official campaigning set to rise today,
experts have been sharing their thoughts on the priorities that
should be reflected in political commitments. Migration experts
have also joined the conversation, stressing the inclusion of
clear and credible commitments to reform Bangladesh's labour
migration sector. This is only logical. Labour migration remains
a major economic driver—with remittance inflows hitting a
record $32.8 billion in 2025—yet the sector remains poorly
governed. While talking to this daily, experts have laid out a case
for why and where serious policy action is needed.

Thenumbersalonejustify theurgency. Despitebringingin hefty
remittances and shoring up forex reserves, the sector receives just
0.08 percent of the national budget, as one expert revealed. This
mismatch exposes a long-standing policy contradiction where
the state celebrates migrant workers as its economic lifelines but
casts their welfare and protection as peripheral concerns. Calls
for allocating at least one percent of the budget to migration,
alongside the formulation of a 10 year national migration vision,
therefore deserve serious consideration. Without a long-term
framework, migration governance will continue to be reactive,
fragmented, and ineffective.

Sd ZeF1 ‘S HOVIN
9707 ‘72 AVINYL AVASHNHL

“Fqually important is the emphasis on what another expert
called “quality migration.” Sending unskilled workers through
opaque recruitment systems not only limits remittance
potential but also exposes the workers to abuse, debt, and
exploitation. This must be addressed. To ensure quality
migration, proposals such as reducing the role of middlemen,
promoting digital registration for migrants, embedding skills
development from schoel to university, upgrading Bureau of
Manpower Employment and Training to a full directorate,
and strengthening support services at embassies and upon
return are well justified. Here, we must stress the importance
of proper reintegration for returnee migrants. Returnees often
find themselves deprived of state support and facing shrinking
opportunities. A serious migration policy must see return as
an integral phase of the migration cycle and plan accordingly.

Broader labour issues also demand political attention.
Frequent calls from labour organisations for fair wages,
democratic labour laws, and worker protections suggest that
workers, whether at home or abroad, remain undervalued
despite their central role in our economy. Any economic growth
cannot be sustained without protecting those who produce it.
The question is, can the parties move beyond rhetoric and signal
seriousness through concrete, time-bound commitments? They
do not have to come up with novel ideas; the proposals made
by the Labour Reform Commission already provide much of
the background on which they can build. What's needed is
strong political will. If parties are serious about inclusive growth
migrant workers, at the centre of their future visions. g
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“Through this initiative, expatriate workers will benefit

SAUDI ARABIA
One-way airfare
for workers now
Tk 20,000

Th(_ gm(,mmem haﬂ taken an initiative to ensure
affordable travel facilities for Bangladeshi workers in
Saudi Arabia.

Under the initiative, the one-way airfare on the Saudi
Arabia-Bangladesh route has been set at only Tk 20,000,
making it easier and more economical for migrant
workers to visit their families, the Chief Adviser's Press
Wing said yesterday morning,

About the initiative, Civil Aviation and Tourism Adviser
Sk Bashir Uddin said under this special arrangement, a
target has been set to sell 80,000 tickets in Saudi Arabia
and Bangladesh. =

directly, while the state-owned airline, Biman Bangladesh
Airlines, is also expected to gain significant financial
benefits,” he said.

The adviser said particularly in the operation of Hajj
flights, the long-standing practice of operating empty
one-way [lights will be effectively utilised through this
initiative.

*As a result, for the first time in the history of Biman,
there is a realistic possibility of earning more than Tk 100
crore in additional revenue,” he added.

Bashir said under this special arrangement, the
minimum one-way fare on the Madinah-Dhaka and
Jeddah-Dhaka routes has been fixed at Tk 20,500,
while the minimum return fare on the Madinah-Dhaka-
Madinah and Jeddah-Dhaka-Jeddah routes has been set
at Tk 42,000.

This special fare will be applicable for arrivals in
Bangladesh from April 18, 2026 to May 25, 2026, and for
departures from Bangladesh from May 30, 2026 to June
30, 2026, he said.

Deqcrlblng the initiative as an lmportam milestone
in the implementation of a pro-expatriate Bangladeshi
policy, Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus said such
practical decisions in the future would further ease the
lives of expatriate Bangladeshis and make a positive
contribution to the national economy.




by Md Mominur Rahman

N A year marked by global economic
|tmmtninty and domestic policy
shifts, Bangladesh's remittance
inflows in 2025 revealed both the
strength and fragility of an economy
that remains deeply reliant on its
expatriate workforce. Far from being

a peripheral statistic, remittance has
been one of the most consequanhal
macroeconomic variables in Bang-
ladesh’s recent trajectory, a lifeline-
that has cushioned foreign exchange
pressures, supported househald con-
sumption, and contributed to balan-
ceofpayments stability. As we began a
new year, the very success of remit-
tances raised pressing questions about
sustainability and structural economic
resilience.

Bangladesh’s remittance inflows
reached historic highs in the fiscal
year 2024-25, with total receipis
* | of around $30.3-30.32billion, an

-| increase of more than 25 percent com-
" | pared with the previous year. Within
this period, a single-month record was
shattered in March 2025, when remit-
tances surged to approximately $3.29
billion — the highest monthly figure
in the country’s history. This extraor-
dinary performance reflects a conver-
gence of factors, First, the expansion
of overseas employment played a
pivotal role. According to official fig-
ures, manpower exparts rose sharply
in 2025, an 11 percent yearonyear
increase, with more than 1.125million
Bangladeshis finding work abroad,
particularly in the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries, This expansion
in labour mobility resulted in higher
remittances, as expatriate workers
transferred earnings back home.

informal channels such as hundi, have
channelled a larger share of remittanc-
es through formal banking systems.
This has enhanced transparency,
improved foreign exchange market
functioning, and discouraged illicit
outflows. As one analysis noted, tight-
ened and better incentives
have contributed to a dramatic shift
in remittance behaviour, bolstering of-
ficial inflows. Yet the headline figures
mask deeper dynamics that should
make policymakers pause. Despite
these record inflows, Bangladesh's
broader economic stability cannot rest
solely on the generosity and mobility
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of its expatriate workforce. Remittanc-
es, while a source of foreign currency
and income, are inherently reactive to
global labour markets, particularly in a
world of slowing growth, rising protec-
tionism, and geopolitical tensions.

One of the clearest manifestations
of remittances’ stabilising role has
been their contribution to Bangla-
desh’s external balances. In the early
months of the 2025-26 fiscal year,
robust remittance inflows helped turn
the current account surplus, despite a
persistent trade deficit. This under-
lines the way remittances function
not just as household support but as a
macroeconomic buffer, mitigating ex-
ternal sector risks that could otherwise
weaken growth prospects. Similarly,
the surge in remittances has contribut-
ed 1o a significant accumulation of for-
eign exchange reserves. By late 2025,
Bangladesh Bank’s gross reserves had
climbed to around $31.7-32billion,
with net reserves standing close to
$26-27billion under IMF accounting
standards. Strong reserves are critical
for stabilising Taka, enhancing inves-
tor confidence, and maintaining the
ability to finance imports and service
external obligations.

However, a heavy reliance on
remittances to support reserves and
current account balances introduces
vulnerabilities. Remittance flows are
sensitive to economic conditions in
host countries. Many Bangladeshi
workers are employed in sectors sus-
ceptible to downturns — construction,
services and lowskilled labour markets
in the Middle East and Malaysia, for
example. A slowdown in these econo-
mies, or changes in labour migration
policies, could sharply reduce inward
remittances. There is also a distribu-

Sacond, structural shifts in finaneial tional dimension to consider, While
flows, especially a decline in the use of remittances lift household incomes

and reduce poverty for many fami-
lies, they can also suppress domestic
labour participation and wage growth
if not balanced by dynamic job crea-
tion at home. When foreign earnings
dominate household income, local
productivity gains may falter, weaken-
ing longterm growth potential.

The remittance experience of 2025
offers several important lessans for
Bangladesh's economic policymakers,
particularly regarding the need for a
more strategic and forward-looking ap-
proach. One of the most encouraging
developments has been the continued

e R
Can remittances shape structur
2conomic resilience?

nels, which reflects improvements
in regulation, incentives, and trust in
formal financial systems. However,
this progress must be consolidated.

. The financial sector needs to enhance

innovation by partnerships
with fintech platforms, lowering trans-
action costs, and improving access

for rural and underserved recipients,
Encouraging migrant workers to use
secure, efficient, and transparent far-
mal channels not only safeguards their
earnings but also strengthens financial
intermediation and improves the qual-
ity of macroeconomic data needed for
effective policy planning,

Beyond the channel through which
remittances flow lies the more funda-
mental question of how these funds
are used. At present, remittances are
largely directed towards consumption
— covering essential needs such as
food, housing, healthcare, and educa-
tion, While such use plays a critical
role in supporting household welfare
and poverty reduction, it does little
to build productive assets or stimu-
late long-term growth. Policymakers
therefore need to design incentive
structures that encourage remittance-
financed investment in areas with
lasting economic returns, such as
small and medium enterprises, skill
development, and quality housing.
Instruments such as tax incentives for
productive investment, remittance-
linked bonds, or locally administered
matching investment schemes could
help transform remittance income
from a consumption buffer into a
source of capital formation.

At the same time, remittances
should not be viewed as a substitute
for domestic economic dynamism.
Bangladmh's long-term stability
depends on its ability to generate
quality employment opportunities at
home, particularly in manufacturing,
modern services, green energy, and
the digital economy. Reducing future
dependence on overseas labour mar-
kets will require targeted investment
in vocational training, closer align-
ment between education and labour
market needs, and sustained support
for enf ip and innovation.
These measures would complement

RS B T

decline in informal remittance chan-
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remittance inflows by strengthening —
the domestic productive base and en-

hancing resilience to external shocks,
Finally, while remittances have
played a crucial role in stabilising
foreign exchange reserves and eas-
ing balance-of-payments pressures,
broader macroeconomic risks remain.
Rising external debt, persistent
inflationary pressures, and credit
constraints within the banking sec-
tor pose significant challenges that
could undermine recent gains if not
managed carefully. A comprehensive
macroeconomic strategy is therefore
essential, one that preserves adequate
reserve buffers while ensuring that
financial resources are channelled
towards productive investment rather
than absorbed by short-term stabilisa-
tion efforts. :
The surge in remittance inflows
in 2025 is a remarkable achievement
for Bangladesh, Record annual and
monthly figures reflect not only the
resilience and hard work of millions
of expatuﬂte Bangladeshis but also
improvements in policy
frameworks and financial systems.
These inflows have helped stabilise
the foreign exchange market, sup-
ported the balance of payments, and
provided a vital safety net for count-
less households. Yet success carries
its own risks. Complacency would
be costly. Bangladesh's economic
* | stability is a complex and evolving
K objacuve that requ.ues deeper do-
: n, stronger financial
tuhrms and diversified growth
pathways Ultimately, the true test of
policy success will lie in the country’s
ability to convert remittance income
from a stabilising force into a Gﬂtalyst
for sustained and inclusive economic

development.

Md Mominur Rahman is an assistant
professor at the Bangladesh Institute

of Governance and Management and
associate editor of BIGM Journal of Policy
Analvsis.
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~ OVERSEAS MANPOWER RECRUITMENT

Approval for 252 agencies
raises red flags

MD .-\BBAS

ﬂangladl'.,bh has apprmed llcenceq

for 252 new overseds recruiting
agencies, bringing the total to a
record 2,646, even as experts warn
that the sector is alreadv buckling
under systemic corruption  and
inadequate oversight.

The expansion that comes under
the oversight of the Expatriates’
Welfare and Overseas Employment
adviser, Asif Nazrul, makes the
country’s migration network the
largest in South Asia.

The decision directly contradicts
recommendations from a
government commissioned  White
Paper an the economy released in
December 2024, which urged a
“reasonable” reduction in the number
of agencies to curb exploitation and
financial irregularities.

*Many old recruiting agencies are
unfir and involved in corruption. We
suggested reviewing and hltering
them Lhmugh da re-registration
process,” said economist Debapriva
Bhattacharya, who led the experts’

w@mmﬂ

8

COUNTRY | RECRUITING
AGENCIES
Banglodesh 2,646
Pokiston 2537
India 1988
Nepal 1,041
SriLmltu 857
3
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Approval for 252 agencies raises red flags

FROM PAGE 1
panel that prepared the White Paper.,

T am surprised that instead of
cleaning up the mess, the authorities

must take
responsibility for the approvals, which
will likely clutter the system. This is a real
concern, he added.

According to the White Paper,
Bangladeshi workers pay the highest
migration cost in South Asia, Over the
past decade, 19 percent of workers, who
paid agents in advance, failed to migrate,
resulting in a financial loss of around Tk
31,660 crore each year.

Despite repeated attempts, this
correspondent could not reach Adviser
Asif over his mobile phone. He also did
not respond (o text messages.

When contacted, Niamat Ullah
Bhuiyan, senior secretary at the
expatriates’ welfare ministry, said that
possibility of manipulation by syndicates.

“Ifeach agency sends even one worker,
the total number of migrant workers

will increase significantly. Having a large

number of agencies won't create any
problem as long as they maintain ethical
standards.”

Referring 1o violations of rules by
recruitment agencies, he said legal
measures are in place to control them.
Harsh punishment is meted out o
dishonest agencies, and no one is given
any special favour.

Over the years, complaints of fraud
and manipulation against recruiting
agencies have remained high.

Data from the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET)
shows that 2,213 complaints were filed in
2024; 2,380 in 2023; 1,240 in 2022; 582
in 2021; and 905 in 2020.

The number of recruiting agencies
has seen a steady rise since 2009, when
it hovered around 900. The figure stood
at about 2,300 before the ouster of the
Awami League government in August
2024

Tﬁeﬁstof!henewlyapplm’edagmcies
was published by the expatriates welfare

November 4 last year.

Bangladesh now has the highest
number of recruitment agencies in
South Asia, compared Lo 1,988 in India;
2,537 in Pakistan; 1,041 in Nepal; 857 in
Sri Lanka; and 31 in Bhutan,

Fakhrul Islam, former joint
secretary of Bangladesh Association
of International Recruiting Agencies
(BAIRA), said the approval of new
recruiting agencies has both positive
and negative sides to it.

The move is positive in the sense
that it will allow new firms to operate
in compliance with povernment
regulations, he said.

Fakhrul, however, warned that the
outlook for the current labour market
situation is weak.

BANGLADESH'S MANPOWER
EXPORT OVER THE YEARS

YEAR | MIGRANT
_ WORKER

“The new agencies, which have to
bear high monthly expenses, may not
survive unless new labour markets open.
The sector could face a serious crisis if
that does not happen,” he said.

Shariful Hasan, associate director of
the BRAC Migration Programme, said
that issuing more licences will not help
reduce migration costs or the suffering
of migrants.

“Idon’t think the 252 new licences will
improve the migration system or ease
hardships of migrant workers.. What
matters is transparency, accountability,
and proper management,” he told this

SECTOR IN CRISIS

Experts say that though the country
saw record remittance of 531 hillion last
year, there has been hardly any progress
in reducing migration costs, curbing
exploitations by brokers, or protecting
workers' rights.

Saudi Arabia remains Bangladesh's
largest labour destination, but workers
migrating to the kingdom have
complained of rising costs of residence
permit and difficulties in securing jobs
there, Last year, nearly 70 percent of
the 11.31 lakh Bangladeshi workers who
migrated abroad went to Saudi Arabia

Over the past decade, many countries,
including Oman, Bahrain, Libya, Sudan,
Egypt, Romania, and Brunei closed
their labour markets for Bangladeshis.
Malaysia also halted recruitment of

i workers amid allegations of
syndicate trading during the tenure of

e AL government.

While the UAE labour market
remains open on paper, visa issuance
to Bangladeshi workers has been
suspended since July 2024,

In a positive development, Bangladesh
signed two agreements with Japan in
May 2025, under which Tokyo committed
o hiring at least 100,000 Bangladeshi
workers over five years. However, only
1,563 workers went to Japan last year.

In October last vear, Bangladesh
struck a deal with Irag, which agreed
to resume labour recruitment that
remained stalled since 2020.

The gradual shrinking of legal
migration opportunities has led to a rise
in irregular migration.

According o the Dis
Tracking Matrix of the International
Organisation for Migration, Bangladesh
ranked first in terms of irregular sea
crossings to Europe last vear, with 22,145
people entering through unsafe routes,
up from 15,304 the previous year. '

Young migrants often rely on brokers
and [all prey to human trafficking.
Data from the home ministry’s Public
Safety Division show that 4,546 cases
were filed against 19,280 people over
human trafficking from January 2019
to January 2025. Of them, 157 were
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FEREPORT

Bangladesh's apparel export to the
United States, its single-largest
market, has been on the ascent with
a double-digit growth of 15.14 per
cent recorded during the first ten
months of 2025.

According to US official count, the
exports grew both in terms of value
and volume during the January-to-
October period of the bygone
calendar year.

Readymade garment exports from
Bangladesh during the period singly
fetched USS7.07 billion, marking
the 15.14 -percent growth,
according to the data released on
January 08 by OTEXA, an affiliate of
the US Department of Commerce.
The country had earned US$6.14
billion in the same period of 2024.
During the reporting period, the
growth rate also reversed the global
growth which was 0.60 per cent
negative, placing Bangladesh ahead
of main competitors, save
Cambodia, though Vietnam
sustained top-exporter stand
pushing China behind.

During the period, Bangladesh
outpaced almost all its major
competitors in export growth to the
US, notwithstanding the tariff
turmoil that spell an upset for many
exporting countries.

However, exporters say that the
OTEXA published the data of

sepﬁmher for the shipments made
two months back while reciproc.a1
tariffs imposed by the US came into
effect on August 7.

According to state-owned Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) data,
published two months ahead of
Otexa data release, overall RMG
exports have already started facing
a downtrend for the past five
months since August 2025,
Meantime, during the January -
October period, Bangladesh shipped
2.27 billion square meters of
garments, about 15.87-percent
higher than 1.96 billion square
meters sent in the corresponding
period of 2024.

America's overall apparel imports
during the time stood at US$66.62
billion, down from $67.02 billion in
the corresponding period of the
previous year.

Vietnam, during the first ten
months of 2025, became leading
apparel exporter to the US, shipping
RMG items worth US$14.16 billion,
accounting for about an 11.54-
percent growth.

China dropped to the second

bt b IR TR TR

BANGLADES
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JAN-OCT 2025
EXPORTS
(Billion US Dollar)
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position with US$9.49 billion worth

of apparel shipments with a 32.46-

percent year-on-year negative

growth, highlighting the effects of

elevated tariff barriers and ongoing

geopolitical tensions.

Asked about the industry view,

Mohiuddin Rubel, former Director of

BGMEA, said US overall apparel

imports declined both in value and

volume by 0.61 percentand 2,24

per cent respectively while unit
prices increased by 1.67 per cent.
"Thisis a clear signal that the market is slowing
after a long period of growth, with buyers likely
prioritizing value, consolidation, and price
optimization," he says.
"On paper, growth remained positive and
impressive in 2025, especially against a nearly

flat US market."

However, the trend suggests patential
headwinds ahead, with signs that momentum
may slow in the near future as buying patterns
shift, inventories normalize, and competition
intensifies from other South and Southeast
Asian suppliers.

He, however explains that these figures are
based on OTEXA data, which reflects imports at
US territory only.

OTEXA data are generally published with about a
two-month lag, so what they see now is already
slightly behind real-time market dynamics.
Sector insiders, however, note that Bangladesh

EX January 11,2026
Garment export to US records
double-digit growth

RMG.SINES IN US M

ARKET

14.16

10

is facing challenges in the EU where the
economy is undergoing difficulties while major
competitors like China have been focusing on
that market due to high US tariff walls on
China's goods.
Exporters say though Chinese orders have been
shifting from the US due to high tariffs, China s
increasing its share in the EU market
aggressively by offering 'much lower prices' to
buyers to offset US market-share decline.
Meantime, India's apparel exportsrose by 8.60
per cent to US$4.39 billion during the January- -
to-October period of 2025. Indonesia recorded a
10.07 -percent increase in apparel shipments to
US$3.98 billion, continuing its steady growth as
a supplier to the US market.
Cambodia bagged 25.46-percent rise in exports,
reaching US$4.04 billion, during the period
under consideration.
Pakistan also recorded a growth of 12.28 per
cent to bag US $2.02 billion from the US market,

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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e Wolkes dlES from
RE Iﬁ electrocution

et oA

OUR C URRF"&PO‘\IDENT Ja.malpur

I ”" P ig] ’\ mason was eleclroc.med o death
T“WI AT while working at a construction site
in Madarganj upazila of Jamalpur

TeRE PESRT R3¢ yesterday morning.
forpen SFBwCE3 TP el o9 The deceased Wwas identified as

T BER (2 | (AT W omE Hridoy Mia, 24, of Balijuri village
o e el wwg o Tider Madargan] municipality.

cofere s (on3%) Toerer  The  incident occurred  while
meﬁrﬁw%mﬁwtmmvwaswoﬂungunthe roof of
BT o1m T8 (T° e BES the under gate of the

_construction

o e i Seea \'Iadargan] municipal building.
S v wre O merE  According o police and co-
o R ofREe T e workerb he accidentally came into
ot S ST Y fan contact with a live electric wire and
o awEm o AW M was critically injured.
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Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Chattogram

in the Dhuilachari New

Mosque area of Wardl of '

Knnc‘hﬂnnagarunda'thn

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026, PAUSH 27, 1432 BS

Four forest workers injured in
Fatikchari land eviction drive

ferred to CMCH Hospital
due to their deteriorating
condition.

by Bangladesh Army per-
sonnel, visited the site after
the incident.
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FOUR forest workers were upazila. Kanchannagar UP mem-  The UNO stated that the
seriously injured in an at-  Fatikchari sta- ber Mohammad Enam administration was working
tack by villagers during an tion OC Md Selim con- reported a dispute with torestore order.
eviction drive to recover en- firmed the incident in- locals over the forest de-  OC Md Selim mentioned
croached government forest volving  forest officers partment’s efforts to reclaim  that the forest officials were
land at Fatikchari in Chatto- Abrarur Rahman, Khandak- encroached  government attacked by locals during
gram on Saturday. er Mafuz Ali, Bachchu Mia land, which escalated into the eviction drive, with
They have been admitted and Biplob. : a clash. one officer being assaulted
to Chattogram Medical Col-  They were initially taken Fatikchari upazila nir- while trying to escape. ‘Le- *
lege Hospital. to Fatikchari upazila health bahi officer Sayeed Moham- gal action is being taken in
The incident took place complex and later trans- mad Ibrahim, accompanied response to the incident.’
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S Two shipbreaking workers die IP\ Worke}_?gdés_rﬁfssihg: after
OUR CORRESPONDENT ) !/ falling into Karnaphuli River
OUR CORRESPONDENT Police Station said they were

CHATTOGRAM, Jan 05: Two shipbreaking workers died on
Monday when a boat capsized in the Sandwip Channel while
they were trying to thwart an attempted robbery at a yard in
Sitakunda, Chattogram.

The victims, identified as Abdul Khalek Ratan and Saiful Isfam,
bath security guards from Galbandha district, were on dutyat
the time of the incident.

A group of 20-25 robbers arrived in two engine-powered boats

yetto locate him.
CHATTOGRAM, Jan 05: An
18-year-old labourer went

missing in the Karnaphuli m

River on Sunday after falling T & SR ‘\‘_“‘ﬂ_,_
from a vessel while un loading

fish. The incident occurred
near the Ishanganj Sea

near a shipbreaking yard in Kumira. Upon spotting the robbers | Resource Jetty on the south-

approaching, workers on duty boarded another boat tochase | ern bank of the river. m EE &‘E?'

them away. The missing worker has been )

During the pursuit, the workers' boat lost control and over- identified as Jisan. ; ﬁm

turned, throwing the occupants into the Sandwip Channel. Following the incident, police frarge e

While two workers managed to swim to safety, Ratan and and divers from the (oBeirY)

Saiful went missing. Karnaphuli Fire Service and iy fergs Sy o
Their bodies were recovered Monday morning after being Civil Defence launched a FIIS SRS TS S ey

found floating near another yard in the area. : search operation.
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RMG worker
raped while
fiance forcibly
detained in Bhola

OUR(MRI.'SH)NDENTBMM

A readymade garment (RMG) wurker
was allegedly gang-raped by two local
vouths after her fiance was beaten
and tied up on the Meghna river
embankment in Manpura upazila of
Bhola district early Friday.

Police said the incident occurred
in Taltoli area of Char Goalia union
around 2:20am.

Thevictimis from Sunamganj, while
her fianece is a resident of Manpura.
Both work at a garment factory in
Dhaka and had come to Manpura
recently for family arrangements
ahead of their marriage.

The victim filed a rape case with
Manpura Police Station against five
named individuals and three to
four unidentified persons, said Sub-
Inspector Ibrahim Nayan, also the
investigation officer.

According to the case statement,
the 18-year-old victim and her fiance,
Sajib Hossain, arrived in Manpura
on January 14. Their wedding was
scheduled for January 15, and she
was staying at Sajib’s grandmother's

“house for the preparations.

On Thursday night, a
group of local men came
to the. house, brought
allegation  of  “illicit
relationship” against them
and demanded Tk 2 lakh.
They threatened to hand
the couple over to police or
even kill them if the money
was not paid.

When the duo failed to
pay, the group allegedly
forced them out of the
house around midnight on
Thursday. Pretending to
help the girl board a launch,
they detained Sajib and took
the victim to an abandoned
embankment in Taltoli area.

There, two of the
accused Alamin and
Maksud - raped her, while
others beat Sajib and
assisted in the crime, the
case statement added.

Md Farid, officer-in-
charge of Manpura Police
Station, said police are
conducting raids to arrest
the accused. The victim has
been sent to a hospital for
medical examination.
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manifestos stressed

Stafi Correspandent

POLITICIANS and labour
leaders at a convention
called on the political par-
ties to uphold the issues of
workers in their election
manifestos and take steps to
implement workers’ welfare,

Sramik Odhikar Jatiya
Advocacy Alliance organ-
ised the convention at Bang-
ladesh China Friendship
Conference Centre in Dhaka
on Monday.

Bangladesh  Nationalist
Party standing committee

member Nazrul Islam Khan
said that the political party
which would come to power
through the next election
should work for implement-
ing labour rights and the op-
position should cooperate
and also creale pressures for
implementing them.

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad joint convener Ab-
dul Kader Hawlader said
that political parties should
take steps for implementing
the nine-point demands of
SKOF, including formula-
tion of a democratic labour

law and implementing na-
tional minimum wage for
the workers to run their
families. ;

BNP standing commit-
tee member Abdul May-
een Khan, Revolutionary
Workers Party general
secretary Saiful Hugq, con-
vener of alliance labour
leader Syed Sultan Uddin
Ahmed, assistant secre-
tary general of Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami  Ehsanul
Mahbub Jubaer, Gonofo-
rum general secretary Mo-
hammad Mizanur Raman,

' TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026,

f labour issues in polls

Bangladesh Jasod general
secretary Nazmul Haque
Prodhan, Jatiya Sama-
jtantrik Dal-JSD general
secretary Shahid Uddin
Mahmod Shapon, Islami
Andolan Bangladesh pre-
sidium member Ashraf
Ali Akond, joint convener
of National Citizen Party
Ariful Islam, Ganosamhati
Andolan central leader
Taslima Akhter, Socialist
Farty of Bangladesh gener-
al secretary Bazlur Rashid
Firoz and others spoke in
the convention.
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Striving for Workers’ Safety, Voice, and Just Transition

ROUMOTABLE 5T LLSICH

;B"-‘W{EJ LAEN

A roundtable titled “Social Sustainability in the Industrial Sector: Current Issues and the Way
Forward™ was held on 19 November 2025, at The Daily Star Centre, Dhaka. Jointly organised
by Centre for Policy Dialogue, Embassy of Denmark in Dhaka, the Department of Inspection for
Factories and Establishments (DIFE), United Federation of Danish Workers (3F), Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies (BILS), and The Daily Star, the event brought together policymakers

from the country’s industrial sector, representatives from labour authorities, and leaders from the
business sector. The discussion aimed to forge a collective path forward for Bangladesh’s
industrial sector. focusing on occupational safety, just transition, and enhancing social dialogue@
mechanisms. |

Anders Karlsen

Deputy Head of Mission i

Embassy of Denmark, Bangladesh

| latest news, follow The Daily Star’s Google News channel,

( on;:ratulatlons are in order for the amended Labﬂur Law and the ratification of key ILO
conventions, an important step forward over the past year. Our partnership with Bangladesh on
social sustainability, particularly since Rana Plaza, has focused on social dialogue, just -
transition, and workplace safety, in collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Employment,
trade unions, and employers. We have learned from workers, unions, and inspectors that whilé
listening has improved and training is effective, widespread insecurity remains. To move
forward, we must expand transparent social dialogue across sectors and at the national level,
including clear and credible criteria for selecting representatives to tripartite bodies. We must

o



also protect the right to strike so collective bargaining has real meaning, and safeguard tripartite

processes from political interference so both employers and workers are genuinely represented.
IFurthermore. ru.rultlng more labour mspectors and ensuring mepuhum lcdd to meanin, gful

dld]OgUL gm*ernment hdS a crucial role in reuuldlorv supp-:u't

Ole Rosenborg Justesen

Sector Advisor . o

Embassy of Denmark, Bangladesh -

Social sustainability in Bangladesh is about tackling core challenges related to issues such as _
workplace safety, workers® voice, and adapting to climate change and automation. This matters
morally, given tragedies like Rana Plaza and recent factory fires, and strategically, as it is often
;drru,tlu linked to market access. Our Danish- Bangladcsh cooperation has trained DIFE
linspectors, strengthened union capacity, and integrated issues like heat stress into collecmq
agreements. However, these successes are limited to a few factories. Three key lessons from our
collaboration with Bangladesh emerge: institutional capacity in bodies like DIFE is vital for |
lasting change; genuine worker participation is non-negotiable; and job safety, skills, and climate
action are inseparable. Today, we must identify what works and, crucially. discuss how to scale
these solutions across the wider industry. Our goal is to craft practical recommendations to guide
policy and our ongoing dialogue as Bangladesh approaches its LDC graduation.

Shah Abdul Tarik
Additional Director General
Department of Labour B ‘
My focus is Just Transition regarding climate change and automation. The responsibility for
creating a safe environment is collective, not just for workers, employers. or the govemmeml
Our fundamental issue is a lack of good governance and a genuine sense of duty. Meanwhile, the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, driven by trillion-dollar investments from giants like Nvidia, will
massively impact production. Our industries cannot remain outside this shift. We must
\proactively plan for the management of our labour force. In fully automated factories. there will
e no labour: we must discuss where new jobs will be created and how to preserve workers’
rights during this transition. Failure to address this will create severe economic and social ‘
disparity. diverting resources and leaving technically disadvantaged countries like ours in a
precarious position. Proactive
decision-making from today’s
discussion is vital.

'Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed
Executive Director _
Bangladesh Institute of Labour
Studies

While we have healthy debates here,
true social dialogue in Bangladesh

—
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remains informal, inconsistent, and not institutionalised. The amended labour law’s provision for
a social dialogue forum is a positive institutional step. However. the amendment itself is not
forward-looking; it lacks guidance on preserving jobs during automation or ensuring timely

wage payments. For dialogue to work, we need genuine representation, institutional support. and
a shift in understanding. It must follow ILO indicators: sharing information and documents,
identifying gaps, and leading to collective bargaining not just discussion. We must address why
our factories don't receive the same costs or policy support as Cambodia’s, or why our workers
earn less than China’s or Vietnam's. Our priority should be establishing a national minimum
labour standard through consistent, outcome-based dialogue involving all stakeholders.

Abul Kalam Azad

President

Tannery Workers Union

The most important thing for any permn is ?hei
security of their life. The Rana Plaza tragedy
showed how severely weak worker safety was in
Bangladesh, almost non-existent. While we have
tried to recover from that massive disaster
through collective efforts, safety at the factor\ i
level remains weak. with continuous accidents, trom Hashem Foods to chemical fires. I will
concentrate on the leather sector, which is the most hazardous and vulnerable. The chemicals
used cause severe long-term health issues, like cancer, even after workers leave. A major
problem is the total absence of a responsible role from many entrepreneurs. Furthermore, DIFE’s
supervision and monitoring remain very weak. There is hope that the government will ratify the
OSH-related conventions, but ratification alone is not enough. We have many ratified
‘conventions where poor implementation means the crisis continues. My request is that today’s
'dmuabmn ensures authorities play their proper mie in implementation.

Tamim Ahmed

Senior Research Associate

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
While we have prevented another Rana Plaza-level disaster in the RMG sector, this success i
limited. Our research shows a staggering 25 per cent of factories. mainly informal ones, operate
without regular inspections, putting overall progress at risk. Compared to RMGQG, sectors like
transport, construction. and agriculture have higher accident rates. In tanneries, over 60 per Cult
of workers suffer from occupational diseases like skin allergies, which are less visible but
dangerous. Although DIFE’s capacity has improved. it remains inadequate for the growing
industry. Initiatives like LIMA have stalled and are not fully operational. A major challenge is
unreliable data; DIFEs reports do not match figures from private researchers or other agencies
like the Fire Brigade. For effective action, we need concrete data. Future challenges include
climate-induced heat stress and the overlooked issue of workers™ mental health and harassment
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Shakil Akhter Chowdhury
General Secretary _
Bangladesh Labour Federation|
Occupational safety in Bangladesh is governed by
the Labour Law and OSH policy, yet major
incidents continue. The critical issue is the
informal sector, which constitutes 85 per cent of
the workforce and remains largely unaccounted for
in our statistics. While the recent labour law
amendment is a step forward, its rules must be crafted carefully to avoid regression. The real
problem is weak implementation. DIFE, despite its mandate, has not driven sufficient change
'Ratifying ILO conventions C155 and C187 is positive. but ratification alone is meaningless
'without translation into law and ground-level implementation. True social dialogue requires
,collecmf., bargaining, which is impossible without unions. Very few enterprises have unions. We|
imuqt bring all workers, including informal ones, under legal coverage. Implementing the Labour :
gReforrp Commission’s report, which addresses these issues holistically, is the key to achieving
just transition, OSH, and social dialogue.

Md. Abdul Awal

Assistant Inspector General — Safety

Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishments|

Post-Rana Plaza, we identified 140,000 safety issues across garment factories. Work since 2{}]4
has led to significant improvement. DIFE has been strengthened with a digital inspection
platform and advanced OSH training for workers and managers, supported by Danish partners
Legally, the 2013 Labour Act was upgraded, a National OSH Policy and Action Plan were
formed, an Employment Injury Scheme pilot began, and an Industrial Safety Unit was
established. Our focus was initially on export-oriented factories, but we are now prioritising
other hazardous sectors like shipbreaking and construction. A key ongoing challenge is that
many factories operate in shared or rented spaces, requiring multi-stakeholder engagement that
slows improvements. We are working to strengthen our digital platforms for more dynamic
reporting.

Kalpona Akter

President

Bangladesh Garment and Industrial Workers Federation (BGIWF)

Bangladesh is at a critical crossroads. The transition to greener production and automation is
inevitable, but will it be just? Currently, workers’ voices are excluded from frameworks like the
National Adaptation Plan. Workers suffer from heat stress but lack awareness that climateisa
factor. Factories and brands set carbon targets without discussing adaptation plans with workers.
Automation is wiping out jobs; for instance, when sweater factories adopted new machines, nine
out of ten workers lost their jobs, with no framework to track if they were reskilled. This top-

A BT T

Mleltg




TRIWATE T

down dppmach must stop. Brands cannot impose pohmes without financial contribution. A just
transition requires including every stakeholder, especially workers, in the dialogue.
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Taslima Akter Lima

|Presrden.'

'Bangladesh Garments Sramik Sanghah]

'We need a national action plan and social dialogue
for social protection in this transitional period.
|While training is important, it alone cannot prevent %
'Jub losses, especially for women workers. To cope  F =~

'with automation and the green transition, we must also ensure state and employer policies that '
address the structural ‘barriers women face. This includes proper maternity leave, childcare |
support, and a women-friendly work environment. Without these, women cannot enhance their
skills orjub el Iluenw while managing household responsibilities. Ensuring continued
employment and skill development depends on guaranteeing wages, safety. and these
fundamental protections. Therefore, a holistic approach combining training with strong social
protection policies is crucial for a just transition.

Vidiya Amrit Khan |

Vice President

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Assoication (BGMEA)

The narrative must change from Rana Plaza to recognising our progress. Bangladesh has th {j
world’s highest number of green-certified factories. However, brands systematically reduce
prices while demanding higher standards, and our average 45-50 per cent efficiency faces less |
scrutiny than China’s 90-100 per cent. We work on Just Transition, but buyers must share,
responsibility. My request is for a guideline for union leaders to ensure harmony and prevent
violence. With over 300 factory closures last year, we also need support. A unified code of
conduct is necessary to reduce costly, redundant audits. The negative press helps no one: to

secure our industry’s future, we must promote our story of creating safer workplaces since thel
Rana Plaza tragedy.
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Asif Ibrahim '

Vice Chairman

Newage Group of Industries
We must address sustainability for all industrial sectors, not just RMG. Our goals include

reducing labour unrest and improving buyer confidence for long-term competitiveness and
market access. Observing the exchange here today highlights a persistent trust deficit between
owners and labour leaders. Effective social dialogue, grounded in proper data, is essential to
bridge this gap. We urgently need comprehensive digitisation to create structured databases and
enhance labour court capacity, especially in industrial zones. We must modernise lawsand
expand the SDIR model with partners like the ILO. Crucially, the core issue is the unfair pricing
from buyers such as the “five dollar conundrum.” When a USD 25 shirt earns us only USD 3,
paid after 120 days, it ties everyone’s hands. Brands must be included in this dialogue for any
real progress|

Neeran Ramjuthan| e

Program Manager - Labour Administration and Working Conditions,

ILO _

[ congratulate the government on gazetting the amended Labour Act and ratifying ILO
conventions C155. C187. and C190, making Bangladesh a leader in South Asia. Effective social
dialogue through the TCC made this possible. To strengthen freedom of association, we must
simplify trade union registration and protect unions from interference and retaliation. o
Participation committees must be independent. not managerially nominated, and we need more
women in union decision-making roles. Regarding inspections, DIFE must adopt strategic, risk-
based labour inspections, prioritising high-risk sectors like construction and shipbreaking 0\'&1‘:
RMG. Crucially, DIFE’s dual role in inspection and conciliation is conflictual. Non-payment of
wages is a rights violation requiring immediate corrective action, not conciliation. The key
recommendation is strategic, risk-based labour inspection.

Md. Abdus Samad Al Azad

Joint Secretary :

Ministry of Labour and Employment B

Effective social dialogue requires transparency and cooperation. Despite consultation on the
Labour Act, differences remain. We will convene talks on a National Tripartite Coordination
Council and strengthen factory-level Participation Committees. On OSH, we have ratified
Conventions 155 and 187 but need a roadmap for implementation. For Just Transition,
associations like BGMEA should establish cells to advise the Ministry, and we must collectively
demand fair pricing from buyers. We are developing a Social Insurance Strategy for maternity
and unemployment benefits. Inspections must shift from numerous, ineffective checks to
strategic. high-penalty audits that deter violations. Industrial relations are human-to-human. With
political will and an independent tripartite council, we can overcome these challenges.

Avra Bhattacha_roe_
Additional Director - Dialogue and Outreach Division
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
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Workers safety remains a fundamental concern in Bangladesh’s industrial sector, an urgency
made painfully clear by the Rana Plaza collapse. In the aftermath, CPD closely monitored post—
Rana Plaza developments and produced a series of Independent Monitoring Reports.Since then,
CPD has worked consistently on occupational safety and health (OSH), social dialogue, and just
transition. We have conducted research and organised dialogues on workplace safety. promoted
discussions on wages. employment, and workers” well-being, and explored pathways for
protecting workers as industries adapt to climate change and automation. We are here, in today’s
roundtable to listen, learn, and exchange views openly, and to identify practical ideas that can
inform stronger policies and better practices. We have compiled case studies and video evidence
from our outreach, which will be published and broadcast soon.

Tanjim Ferdous (Moderator of the Session)

In-Charge - NGOs & Foreign Missions

The Daily Star S

Today's dialogue is a crucial step in a long journey. We discussed OSH beyond RMG, in
construction, transport, and shipbreaking, and must also address the severe risks faced by ouﬂ
migrant workers abroad. On Just Transition, the debate between job loss and upskilling requires
strong roles from both employers and workers. For Social Dialogue, we must balance profit with
labour well-being. As Bangladesh graduates from LDC status, we face heightened competition.
To sustain our industry. we must diversify products, explore new markets, and implement a
universal audit mechanism and social well-being schemes through continued collaboration.
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arties urged to keep

labour issues in manifesto
SKOP holds Dhaka divisional convention

Staff Correspondent

LEADERS of Sramik Kar-
machari Oikya Parishad, at
a convention in Dhaka on
Sunday, urged political par-
ties to incorporate labour
issues - including a nine-
point demand - into their
election manifestos for the
upcoming February 12 gen-
eral election.

SKOF, an alliance of 14
labour rights organisations,
held the day-long Dhaka Di-
visional Convention at the

Diploma Engineers Institu-
tion auditorium, chaired by
its joint convemer, Abdul
Kader Hawlader.

The nine point demands
included the formation of a
permanent wage commis-
sion, the formulation of a
democratic labour law, the
introduction of a national
minimum wage, increasing
wages for workers, the reo-
pening of closed national-
ised jute and sugar mills,

The labour leaders called
on labour right bodies lo

ke vy may g

wage movements to demand
the implementation of rec-
ommendations of the Srama
Sanskar Commission and
the demands of the SKOP
Chairman of Srama San-
skar Commission Syed
Sultan Uddin Ahmed,
SKOP leaders Mesbah Ud-
din Ahmmed, Anwar Hos-
sain, Chowdhury Ashikul
Alam, Razeguzzaman Ra-
tan, Saifuzzaman Badsha,
Shamim Ara, Badal Khan,
Abul Kalam Azad, Ahsan
Habib Bulbul and others

spoke at the convention.

Labour leader Rafiqul Is-
lam read out the declaration
of the Dhaka Convention,
which demanded the intro-
duction of a rationing sys-
tem allowing workers to buy
essential commodities at
cheaper prices, the cessation
of worker appointments via
outsourcing, the introduc-
tion of free trade unionism
in mills and factories, and
the holding of trials for the
killers of workers during the
last July Uprising,
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