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s rises from brick kilns in the Bypass Horiyan area of Rajshahi's Paba. With the rainy season over, brick kilns across the country are back .
i raﬁon, causing pollution and often contributing to topsoil loss. PHOTO: AZHAR UDDIN
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TANNERY INDUSTRIAL ESATE AT SAVAR

2 in 3 tannery workers are

temporary: study
77pc paid less than legal minimum wage

It also shows that union-
given guidance on proper PPE _

Staff Correspondent

employment arrangements,
wage discrepancies, and lim-
mdanmtouxu;aﬁmal

-saﬁatymeamms

The report said that 64 per
cent of the workers are tempo-
rary and only 36 per cent of
them are permanent.

While 77 per cent of work-
ers reparted earning below the
legally

Forty-two
that they

in- 10 hours a day, and 33 per

cent reported that they had to
work all seven days of a week.

Besides, 63 per cent said
that they never received the

equipment, 58 per cent are not
use, and 77 per cent never re-

ceived any formal health and i

225 workers from all 121 ac-
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10% industrial growth: Stud
1.4m Lobsiost in decade

despite

EMPLOYMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Female manufacturing
employment halves
in 10 years ;

Bangladesh has experienced a decade of
Tobust manufacturing expansion, yet em-
ployment in the sector has shrunk by 1.4
million, according to new findings from
Research and Policy Integration for Devel-
opment (RAPID).

The findings, presented by MA Raz-
zaque, chairman of RAPID, at a seminar in
Dhaka yesterday, highlight a severe policy
imbalance and a systemic failure of the
education system to meet the demands of
the labour market. Razzaque warned that
if Bangladesh fails to adopt employment-
centred policies for the coming decade, it
risks a development “lost opportunity.”

RMG productivity surge reduces
demand for workers

The readymade garment (RMG) industry
- Bangladesh's export backbone - illus-
trates the shift most starkly. In 2013, pro-
ducing and exporting $1 million worth of
garmenis required 220 workers. In 2024,
the same volume of production needed
just 94, largely due to automation and the
adoption of advanced technologies.

Between 2010 and 2024, RMG exports
jumped from $12.5 billion to S40 billion,
yet employment stagnated at around four
million workers.

“Youth unemployment is more than
double the overall unemployment rate,”
said Razzaque, who presented the key-
note paper titled “Beyond Jobless Growth;
Towards an Employment-Centred Policy
Framework for Bangladesh Through a
Post-Neoliberal Lens™ at the seminar.

He argued that previous governments’

~ policy choices — focused narrowly on a
single export sector — were responsible for
the lack of broad-based job creation. “We
have had growth over the past decade, but
not employment, because policy was con-
centrated on a single sector. Other sectors
| were not prioritised,” he said.

Female employment in

halved
The report highlights a sharp decline in
women's parmxpanonmm

o9

Number of workers per million
USD RMG exports

2013 | 2007

Fema]e emplwmem fe]l from 3.73 mi]lion
in 2013 to 1.95 million in 2024, dropping
from 40% of the sector’s workforce to just
24%. Male employment saw a slight rise
during the same period.

Nearly four-fifths of Bangladesh's un-
employed population are young people,
and in 2024, youth unemployment exceed-
ed 8%, more than double the national av-
erage of 3.66%.

Education system failing

job market needs

Speakers at the event identified Bangla-
desh’s education system as a major con-
tributor to the employment crisis.

AKM Fahim Mashroor, CEQ of bdjebs,
com, said the number of annual graduates
had surged from 3,00,000 fifteen years ago
to 750,000 today - 4,50,000 of whom come
from colleges under the National University.

“They are nothing but a factory for pro-
ducing unemployed graduates,” he said,
adding that nearly 70% of the curriculum
taught under the National University is ir-
relevant to industry needs.

The criticism was echoed by Hossain
Zllur Rahman, executive chairman of the
Power and Participation Research Centre
(PPRQ), who said: “Access to education has
expanded, but human capital is not being
developed. Under the National University
system, the lowest of the low-guality man-
power is being produced.”

Md Sarwar Jahan Bhuiyan, secretary
of the labour and employment ministry,
added: “We are producing meaningless BA
and MA graduates from the National Urs-

“versity,” and called for restricting unskilled

migration. He argued that remittance earn-
ings would rise significantly if Bangladesh
could send skilled workers abroad.

Labour market gaps and

lost opportunities

The RAPID study shows that between 2016
and 2020, Bangladesh created about 1.2
million jobs per year — well short ofithe 2.2
million needed annually.

Agricultural output declined over the
past decade, but employment in the sector
increased, suggesting disguised unemploy-
ment in rural areas. Speakers said agricul-
ture and overseas migration could serve as
“low-hanging fruit” for job creation,

“Trap of joyless resilience’

Two women entrepreneurs also presented
their experiences, highlighting how they
are creating jobs despite limited policy sup-
port. Their stories prompted Hossain Zillur
to remark that “Bangladesh has fallen into
the trap of joyless resilience,” urging poli-
cymakers to “free ourselves from this trap,”

" Razzaque urged the government to pri-
oritise employment creaticn in its upcom-
ing Ninth Five-Year Plan. Failure to do 50,
he warned, could result in a missed devel-
opment window.

New type of corruption’

under previous regime

Hossain Zllur characterised the previous
Awami League government's tenure in
three phases, describing 20862022 as a2 pe
riod of “new type of corruption.™




- Bangladesh's apparel exports ¢
by 2030 thru investing in climat

MONIRA MUNNI

Investing in climate
adaptation can help
Bangladesh fetch U5%122.01
billion in apparel exports by
the year 2030 as a significant
rise in heat waves and
flooding in Dhaka over the
last two decades severely
impacted workers' health
and factory outputs,
according to a new study.
"in 2030, Bangladesh is
projected to earn U5$122.01
billion in apparel exports if
the sector invests in climate
adaptation,"” revealed the
study of the Global Labor
Institute (GLI) at Cornell
University.

It further said without
adaptation measures,
however, earnings could fall
sharply to US$95.35 billion,
representing a 21.85 per cent
loss.

The study said the gap
becomes far more
pronounced by 2050 as,
under an adaptive scenario,
Bangladesh's apparel export
earnings could reach an
estimated US$1038.22
billion.

But without adaptation,
earnings are projected to
plunge to US$328.11 billion-a
remarkable 68.40 per cent
loss of potential export
earnings, according to the
report.

According to the study,
Dhaka witnessed a significant
56.1 per centrise in the
average number of hot days

over 35 degrees Celsius
during the last two decades
causing severe and frequent
heat waves and flooding
directly impacting worker
health and factory output.
The joint study also predicted
that Bangladesh's capital city
might face 64.81 days above
the moderate heat stress
threshold of 30.5 degrees
Celsius Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature (WBGT) by
2030, which by 2050 s
further expected to soar to
104.48 days.

For Chattogram~-- another
major production hub-- the

3 projection is 50.10 days by

2030 and 84.86 days by
2050, according to the joint
research findings titled 'The
heat is on: how heat stress
impacts the apparel industry,
jobs and workers health'.
The GLI analysed 20 years of
climate data since 2005in 23
apparel production centers
across the world with on the
ground experiences from the
Better Work program?a
collaboration between
International Labour

‘Organization (ILO) and the

International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

The research found that over
the past two decades, 17 of the
23 production centers
recorded increases of more
than 10 per cent in the average
number of days with
dangerously high
temperatures of 35°C or more.
It documented an upward
trend in the frequency of

o Joll‘ﬁt e

‘heat stress waves' ?defined
as three or more consecutive
days with outdoor
temperatures above 30,5°C
on the WBGT index.

This heat has a measurable
effect on productivity, as
output for moderate effort in
manufacturing is estimated
to fall by an average of 1.5 per
cent for every 1 degree
Celsius increase above 25
degrees Celsius WBGT.

The GLI analysis estimates
the future impacts of climate
change in key apparel
production centers-Dhaka in
Bangladesh, Phnom Penhin
Cambodia, Karachiin
Pakistan, and Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City in Viet Nam,
under two scenarios: onein
which the industry works
proactively to manage heat
stress and intensified
flooding, and another
scenario of no-adaptation.
The five locations were
chosen because they account
for 18 per cent of global
apparel exports and have a
combined apparel workforce
of more than 10.6 million
people,

Under the no-adaptation
scenario, the aforesaid four
countries are projected to

forego a total of $65.8 billion

in potential export earnings
by 2030, it said.

This translates toa 22 per
cent reduction in export
earnings versus a climate-
adaptive scenario, The
industry would also generate
nearly one million fewer new
jobs across the four
countries.

Beyond the rising
temperatures, climate
change is also driving more
intense flooding, a persistent
hazard for the low-lying
nation like Bangladesh.

An analysis of the 30 heaviest
rainfall days in Dhaka shows
that average daily
precipitation intensified from
41,5mm (2005-2009) to
42.2 mm (2020-2024),
peaking at 46.5 mm between
2015 and 2019.

This water-related risk
translates directly to
business disruption including
worst-case riverine flooding
events ("once-in-a-
century,") could impact
approximately 27 per cent of
manufacturing facilities
across Bangladesh, with
water inundation levels of 0.5
meter or more,

Such disruptions not only

damage machinery and
materials but also jeopardise
workers' safety and their
ability to commute to
factories, according to the
findings.

The economic analysis of the
impact is decisive,
distinguishing sharply
between scenarios with and
without climate adaptation
investments.

Analysts, however, said the
decline is driven by reduced
worker productivity during
extreme heat, more frequent
fload-related disruptions,
and increased damage to
infrastructure and
machinery.

Bangladesh's apparel
industry could lose more than
amillion future jobs by 2050
if rising heat and flooding
continue unchecked,
according to the ILO-IFC-
Cornell GLI climate impact
assessment.

In 2030, the RMG industry Is
expected to have 4.83 million
jobs under a climate-
adaptive model while
without adaptation
measures, the number could
fall to 4.58 million-a decline
of 250,000 jobs, or 5.18 per
cent,

The gap widens significantly
by 2050, The climate-
adaptive scenario projects
6.31 million jobs in the sector,
but the na-adaptation
measures drop the figure to
5,05 million, meaning 1.27
million jobs will not
materialise, equivalent to a

20.05 per cent loss in future
employment opportunities, it
showed.

The report ranks workers in
Bangladesh as the most
climate-vulnerable among
the 21 apparel production
centers it studied,

This extreme vulnerability is |
compounded by weak
national capacity-- the
country has a high climate
vulnerability score (0.55) but
a low climate readiness score
(0.28).

This situation is exacerbated
by below-average social
protection coverage (22 per
cent) and low average

manufacturing wages
(PPP$389.11).
Governments and regulators
can set and enforce
mandatory standards and
brands and retailers can
introduce voluntary
standards for work hours,
rest breaks, effort levels, and
hydration based on indoor
wet- and dry-bulb standards
appropriate to theregion, the
report suggested.
Its other recommendations
include investing in climate
adaptation and cooling
systems and treating heat
stress and floods as health
hazards which would entitle
workers to paid leave for
these events, related
ilinesses and give warkers the
right to stop work,
individually and collectively,
without penalty or loss of
income.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Night work, overtime and work

by Mrinmita SQn Dia

S THE transition to a 2¢-hour [
economy in Bangladesh, there
been an increase in women |

garments, services, bﬁa.lthcma

who have to go home at midnight or

balance between work and housework
after overtime. a closer look at
our legal system com it to

Ethm,wamustadnﬂ:nﬂ;altm ng ad
as gained some gro t are
stﬂlsomssignlﬂwntgnpsinthslugll
system namely protection; safety and
aquallmaMem
Bangladesh Labour Act 20086 has
established that an adult worker must
not be employed to work more than
T%tthomadaymmhomawmk.
may increase to 10 hours a day
and 60 hours a week by overtime but
the annual average s remain
at 56 hours,. Meanwhile, section 100
provides a special protection that no
woman should be to work
betwean 10pm and 6am without her
comntthﬂnwm mm%ma
matter, there are many
ars who worry that saying no will only
cause them to lose their jobs.
In 2022, the Labour Rules 2016
ted, which provided an ad-

dluintllavulof muan.N:wauls
361 lpeilluut meaning of sexu
and mandates all work

plwu to mhljsh a complaint com-
mittee headed by a woman, majority
of who are female, and distribute writ-
ten instructions and a complaint box,
This is a reaction to the historical is-
sues of harassment at the workplace
andontl'uw':l{ltnwmk. Bangladesh,

amerges in the evalu-
ations as

the most
guntrlu to ‘:?Itthln and to
@ woman mrpl still present in

real protection enforcement, The

— conditions for women

fear of retaliation, ignorance and inef-
fective inspections remain the reasons
;:hy womenaﬂ are sllegt when harassed
or after t du
uﬂTﬂsm hmn:?hmmtvmuntriea and
international standards take the step
further than Bangladesh in
with night work as a specific risk. Tha
ILO Convention on Night Work, 1880
(No 171) recommends regular free
health examinations of night work-
ers and a safe environment,
ar remuneration of night workers
u:inlmatamltyum In the Eurg-
pun nion, the Working Timé Direc-
tive usually limits the a work=
‘week to 48 hours, p rigid
um hours of rest per day and
per week, and (as to most night work-
m the working hour- a
118 to &) t hours,
’“’P‘il"'dm a‘:'u‘“m":'“" Th
special s w work is
hazardous. These frameworks view
night work as an economic problem, as
well as a health and safety lssue with

aver

The labour law in Vietnam has a

very protective attitude towards preg-
nancy and early motherhood. The 2018
Labour Code does not permit an em-
ployer to have a woman work at night,
work overtime or make extended busi-
ness trips unless the worker agroes to it
within the seventh month of pregnan-
cy (sixth month in some locations) or

is looking after her child, who is under -

12 months. The pregnant wornen who
engage in heavy work are to be shiftad
to the less heavy work ar the number
of hours worked should be minimiged,
at full pay. Also as per Phili Re-
public Act 10151 (2011) su ded
these ions and them to
include a gender-neutral approach to
addressing night workers, which nev-
ertheless insists on s treatment of

pregnant women and health and safety
inspections of all night workers.

The labour system of Bangladesh is
not complete because il fails to recog-
nise night work as a unique health and

safety hazard requiring additional pro-
tscﬂunasamstmmn. Employers are
uired lo offer safe

of hi women employed at
safety and the lack of ex-

plultaﬁonshou.ldbenprhnuycmcom
of employers and the state.

Mrinmita Sen Dia Is & fuwmmltaml
University.
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Staff Correspondent
| BANGLADESH and most other

tries witnessed a substantial
decline in readymade garment
exports to the European Union
countries in October 2025, ac-
cording to Eurostat data.

All ten top RMG exporl-

exports.

In contrast, the EU's im-
ports from global sources de-
clined by 14.55 per cent to 7.38
| billion euros in October 2025,
down from 8,64 billion eurcs
in October 2024, mainly due

In October, Bangladesh's
RMG exports also fell by 19.67
per cent to 1.4 billion euros,
down from 1.75 billion euros
in October 2024, according to
the Furostat data.

Meanwhile, cumulative

euros, up 9.45 per cent from
15.23 billion euros in the cor-

also grew by 4.64 per cent to
75.9 billion eurcs, up from
72.5 billion euros in the same
period of 2025.

China remained the EU's
N e
China increased from 20.76
billion euros in January-Oe-
tober of 2024 to 22.24 billion
enros in January-October of
2025, a rise of 1.48 billion eu-
Tos or 7.17 per cent.

However, the asian coun-
try’s exports declined by
11.36 per cent to 2.45 bil-
lion euros in October 2025,
down from 2.77 billion eu-
ros in October 2024.

The EU’s apparel imporis
from Turkey fell from 7.95
billion euros in January-Oc-
tober of 2024 to 7.06 billion
euros in the same period of
2025, a drop of 886 million
|~ euros or 11.16 per cent.

» l l. :“-

ers experienced declines in | -. :

@@y 7Y

2584

on the outskirts of Dhaka.

In October 2025, the
Eurasian couniry’s exports
to the EU alsorecorded a 23
per cent decline to 630 mil-

lion euros, down from 821 Exp

million euros in the same
period of the previous year.
India recorded  steady
growth in apparel imports tothe
EU, with total value rising from
3.68 billion euros fo 4.01 billion
euros in January-October 2025,
an 8,83 per cent increase.
However, the country
also saw a 13.22 per cent de-

" cline to 246 million euros in

October 2025,

The EU’s apparel imports
from Vietnam increased by
10.74 per cent to 3.63 billion
euros in January-October of

2025 from 3.28 billion euros POTS

in January-October of 2024,

said the Eurostat data.
Pakistan also posted dou-

ble-digit growth in the peri-

from 4 with EU apparel imports

rising from 2.89 billion eu-

ros to 3.21 billion euros, an
increase of 11.22 per cent.

Cambodia emerged as
the fastest-growing sup-
plier among the countries
analysed. The EU’s apparel
imports from Cambodia
jumped from 3.22 billion
euros in January-October of
2024 to 3.74 billion euros in
the same period of 2025, an
increase of 16.14 per cent.

. Indonesia recorded more
modest but still positive
growth, as the EU's apparel
i increased from
about 7.99 billion euros to

8.31 hil!ionaqmsmﬂ:leﬁmt e
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A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a garment factory

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025:

orters also witness decli

— New Age photo
10 months of 2025, a 4.04
per cent rise. _

However, Eurostat data
lags by two months and the
ort Promotion Bureau
reported that the country’s
RMG exports had been de-
clining over the past few
months.

In the July-November pe-
riod of FY26, Bangladeshi
ex recorded a 1.03
per cent decline to 7.20 bil-
lion euros in exports to the
European Union market,
the largest destination for
Bangladeshi ~ manufactur-
ers, down from 7.29 billion
euros in the same period of
FY25, showed the EPB data.’

This indicated that ex-
to the EU are likely
to show negative growth in
Ewaur]i:stnt'anvembmdatnas

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and

Association, said
that European markets re-
mained un le and
sluggish due to inflation and
shifts in buying patterns.

to Eurostat,
annual inflation in Novem-
ber remained stable at 2.1
per cent in the euro area, de-
spite earlier forecasts of 2.2
per cent, It was also 2.1 per
cent in October and 2.2 per
cent in September, indicat-
ing the trend remains unpre-
dictable.

He also said that, due to
tariffs imposed by the US

D RMG exports
to EU under strain
Other major exp

ne

exporters were redirect-
ing shipments to Europe to
avoid US tariffs, which had
heated up the EU market
and impacted exports.
Earlier, Fazlee Shamim
Ehsan, executive president
of the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Export-

impact of the US tariff was
already visible on EU mar-
kets

‘Global demand for RMG
has declined, affecting most
‘exporters, Consumers have
changed their buying prac-
tices,’ he told New Age ear-
lier,

wamned that if
the continued, " the
industry could face tighter
margins and employment

pressures.

They urged the govern-
ment to provide policy sup-
port and the manufacturers
to improve productivity,
competitiveness, efficiency,
innovation and market and
product diversification to re-
main competitive.

In 2024, Bangladeshi
RMG exporters bagged 18.2
billion euros from the EU
markets.
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in Bangladeshi women migrants

FEATURE

MASUM BILLAH

oksuda Begum went to Saudi Arabia

I\/l with dreams of a better life. A widow

ising two children in Narayanganj,

she believed migrating for work would ease

her financial struggles. Her agent had prom-
ised her a salary of Tk22,000 per month.

But her hopes quickly faded when she
met a harsh reality. Moksuda was employed
as a domestic worker, tasked with cooking,
cleaning and managing household chores.

“They forced me to wake up at 4 am, pre-
pare breakfast and work continuously until
late at night,” she said. “There was no time
to rest and sleep was barely a few hours.”

The long hours might have been bearable if
she had received the wages she was promised.
Instead, the payments went to the agent in
Saudi Arabia who never passed them on to her.

“Iworked for six months and earned only
Tk20,000, less than a month's promised sal-
ary, with a lot of torture,” Moksuda said. She
recalled being beaten by her employer, who
once dragged her by the hair and made her
clean the kitchen repeatedly in anger.

Similarly, Dalia, another returnee, said her
experience in the Middle East was short-lived.

She faced harassment, delayed payments
and an unfriendly work environment. Upon
returning to Bangladesh, she encountered
stigma and neglect at home.

“l was treated badly, as if 1 were a bad
woman,” Dalia said. “Even my family mem-
bers acted as though 1 had done something
wrong there."

The experiences of Moksuda and Dalia
reflect a broader trend.

According to Bureau of Manpower, Em-
ployment and Training (BMET) data, 105,466

Bangladeshi women mig:ated abmad for
work in 2022, marking a rebound after the
Covid-19 slump of 2020.

In several years preceding the pandemic,
annual female migration figures exceeded
one lakh. But since 2022, the numbers lm-e
continued to fall.

In 2024, the figure dropped to just over
60,000. And according to the government's
Overseas Employment Platform, about
56,292 women mi-

2025 it @. '_' b
resenting
a
457% decline
from the 2022 to-
tal. -
Over the past 22 l
years, about 1.25 million
Bangladeshi women have ‘
migrated, but there is no offi-
cial record of how many returned
or the conditions they endured.
Experts cite rising reports of abuse
and exploitation as a key factor discour-
aging potential migrants. They said the fo-
cus should be on improving women’s skills,
diversifying opportunities beyond domestic
work and ensuring safer migration pathways.
Shakirul Islam, executive director of
Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Programme, high-
lighted structural issues behind the decline.
“The Bangladeshi women who are sent
as domestic workers abroad are generally
not very skilled. Because of this, demand
for them is gradually going down,” he
said. He added that lack of skills also
correlates with higher rates of abuse.
This abuse, widely reported in the

media, has led countries like Saudi Arabia
to slow recruitment of Bangladeshi women,
even thnughtheymnmh&hlv&ﬂw on
hmantﬁghtslﬁsuﬁ
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)Z)on’t leave women
migrant workers to

suffer in silence

Better skills and protection
mechanisms are key

It is concerning that the migration of women workers abroad
has been gradually declining.over the last four years. What
is truly worrying is the reason behind it: unsafe working
conditions and abuse in destination countries. Despite
countless media reports and studies by organisations
working with migrant workers, many of these women
continue to endure physical abuse and have nowhere to turn
for help. Some are trafficked and forced into prostitution, and
many return to their homeland in body bags, with the causes
of their deaths not properly investigated. Most of them go to
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Jordan, and
Lebanon..

It is little wonder that the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET) has found a significant
decline in the number of women going abroad for work. A
recent study by the Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Programme
found that 94 percent of returning women experienced
regular physical and mental abuse, 47 percent reported sexual
harassment, while 97 percent were denied medical care.
Meanwhile, 80 percent were not given adequate food, and
82 percent had to work from early morning until midnight.
According to the Wage Earners’' Welfare Board, the bodies of
412 female migrant workers were returned since 2021, with
84 of them having died by suicide.

There are cases in which women have been thrown from

the abuse and mental trauma that may have led to these
deaths. This horrifving reality has been widely publicised for
many years, yet the previous government did little to énsure
the safety of migrant workers or to investigate the deaths of
so many women. Women are often offered only low-paying
jobs, such as domestic work, because they lack skills, including
language skills. As housemaids, they are at the mercy of their
employers and often confined to the house 24 hours a day,
which increases the risk of abuse.

We, therefore, urge the authorities to immediately ensure
that women workers do not go abroad without the necessary
safeguards. Like Indonesia and other countries, providing
them ‘with skills training for caregiving and nursing will
allow them to access jobs that are safer, more dignified, and
better paid. Better residential training, including orientation
sessions on workers' rights and the culture of the destination
country, should be offered. Bangladesh's high commissions in
these countries must be more proactive in protecting women
migrant workers who find themselves in danger, and helplines
should be made available to all workers and their families.
Bangladeshis involved in forcing women migrant workers into
sex work must also be brought to book,

Equally importantly, there must be diplomatic dialogue
with host countries to ensure that allegations of abuse by their
own citizens are taken seriously and that necessary action is
taken. We must stop Lreating our citizens as cheap labour to be
exported, disregarding the inhuman conditions under which
many end up working, -~
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rooftops after enduring prolonged torture and given no-
medical treatment. Death certificates, however, rarely reflectPRR | So ferimg 08¢ | 3¢ Wer=wt S

e SINER ONEN

=itk |

BT ¢ R 3y ST 3803
Dhaka : Satarday 6 December 2025

ﬁ'ﬂ

_ R ¥ifiaa 2

JeEE e Mg 20 wew
@ wrT BaE | @k @8
HICH. SN (08, WH (T8 =W
oy fosrs | 7@ 4542 93

G HfFEeT wfrEn s

mgi‘m:r-nrﬂﬁzw:mﬁﬁﬁ

TA0e | 9 7 st " oo
T 1Y w1E ey A ae’
. CRITE b BT et A | Q9
TaF @ *fEe nfae v e
W ey e e
401 Wmmiaﬁma@
WL WAE GSLT 9 (AT 8

& T ST A (T w0 TEH
Gl Wiy ua | 3% 4TS el
90, WETE  HeE W
GIFANEE FW, FAMW I
(D SRR @ P s

wle gErE Arfar |

A, feqead € 35 G
AT WERET TEPT o6 (9w
qeeiEm wfue fm fim ge
T | G GTH TEWEE AT
Wﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ;’ﬂtﬁl@'.mﬁ
o s TREE WeE,
G319 95 TUTEER 34 TEE
O ¢ (BFT whaE TefA e e e
ZEE 40 2¥ wige T
TUEE A BTN SR
ifewta @ = wfite 9
0T (9% WY | 947 Wi, 9a
' R TSI T R .

 atlfetsTow SRt
b *ToT AN

% ey aftraws

W57 @ eferrm ARt wfow WOy IR, (ROUF AW ISR
IR =i et G TeTe T s <1 T AR A |
AT AT (SEGEE WIS IS OO T I
v, S A o1 i uiD, sl wlh cwer R

5% oI dfir (HPeHIE 8 A ey A (ROSARE AT WS
i el e oo | DR Wi e (o s | o e
B ufirE, RS A1 [RGB A @A e Al
e ST &THT S WRFTE WS (T, FARIEE A
w1 gt Y| P AfrT JEH ST T AT
e TR A SR ST S RS (Re Tl :




@Yoy 49

@A, 4 ferrEa o,

. TH! Aa—
i e wawy fom, SE woMEAs TS T3
. em-FAfR weE WA sEe, FEER
forg® wary 1| o Freas) o (T Ry TTE
| BIETShE b Y, e Bl S 9 oo
YOS GEHLIE Are Airs weee e
wnfee arrer Rcn ARsEm w2
=g A |

% AFIEY TS L00 (AT beo HIF Fate
qC ANEGE O (S WAl SR FHIGIE FIAGE T Ta—
TEFLAT, 15 6 RIS W | (FRSNA ARG ST T WEEee
THEE 29 Ee gEEeeR U6« I 2w e
R, el o Sney—uwe SR afesTars! QU e | ey
srat fogn e fhE —oE wwE = o Jmer’ onfs v
Fafel T e SoE ST EEeEEE Tl T, aET-
19T W2 SO-60 TETE G PH A6 A | Od @6 9% HAHLE @3
e FrerIfE g 2 A | « B @RS AE R TS
TR; IR, TR om T SRR Aifsenes AT s
FaTas WENTS (G0 HHe SIS JATT 2@ | s Ay,
fErs, v 6 ASEaEEY AT, lEEE N — O SIS
wivem fMies a2 35 FaME |

WO SN, TSR 9w A1 % w2 e iy o
=07 fite oA EvealE U JeEveae e, TEadiEe Saeee
waiesE cron «a: fes sy Sesbites Srgs aiferrs T
TR €T (TSI —GerAR IUmeeeR afee S
HiusE s Faa 74|

e T S T S

HTEl 32 Alers G, efead! wife,
festaoaws seend ¢ wifias A
R BG Safes™, G4 @R =0E
AT AT wfeeEs wae) el
& TG IR A EE G g G,
UG TR GNP A W, @
e o A gl W @ Frena
RETETS & o= T frs 9 u-
A Firn caree, FesE (O Trae-fan
: WL e, o WUE ARl SR A
TEmta ATy eeeiB! &3t aftad afne G (R ST
AW FrEEelE AEe W e ANEee SEIEEd Saue
s wF = ofead ofee ufer Sew 9ifmE e
wweyd SR AR, @A A rTel WSS Te WEATS Hw!
AT T | T TR S (7 s Pirge teare foee = AifE
& W% AEEET ERAE W66 OTE, T R 3 e
ST — FTT STEGeN B3 I Fene gl 4rafe |
“ipsifes i A utm taEmRE @zn e 1 €% wiEE
T 201, B FPTNS (GE (RIFEaT W T 6 s 80
oo | FE eilbe oum T @ SEars IEARTE T =
Frfom ur SCTSTATE T E WHE| O J67 GIHE FEE
i Tars— s Sl S e, ¥ AOEE, T8 v 9
SRS HEETE ST WAl WRiS AT 9 4AfR, (A
w3 TATE 51 4R oo SwgrEiam FatE ) 99 s
SIS, % ArEtaee neIlE TIWE Seana «vE faEy ewy ;e —
BIE SR P

e

ECicRE ]
Y e FRSTAE, TR FeTS SIS ZSrEam Sart e

P SIS, B T AR e
s Aeatms Hiey wfiver +g AEEE
e e, o, adfEems e
| faf"o w1 Z0CE, OF @ O G T
| woe PR sowel IS
B vegram e PweEa oned
[ S CEaas ofsers e SEd
o T |

weres T@re FunEd & 4 RS
e T aiEe A 23| 25 ¢ iR FREmEE W
oz wiE, cw o, e, feefa, sem TR — e
efEe TEiel NS (SEeNT e | TR PRy (I
o1, R s, e TAgfe—ana (oS e SR T,
i @S @ 59 et wend Py Y| @ e BAeE!
sifirE ANED e, W Tifee sl e awfefes affe
fafiss sy EaEl

Tort & e BATE, R 99 6 Sr e SR ST, TS
e wdTeeenE Fed o ¥aS | WY 3R EWHAEE
I wifkE S e el Fhe Sre A
G TS A Bio | SR T U S Ol A

s meants T | A g
s s=r P 6 waTa fire
G T ASTAGELT 63
S STEE T4 LS 12F
wem aftflyg a2 Svw
wiiwr A wEeaR cHE
b | i M

abura (ainl @ IfEAsE EEw AienAd o
FrfETemE @3 WRyE ¢ shReEEe @R
TEEE T «9 WHSG (WA WOT wE AR
@I AT BrarE TEeE el (e

wEf HfEEe s e o citm e aferm
WITH R TEAS AR e ouine Fw! e |
faafamrer, 9, 2070 & ST (i aiten eferad
O 99 (GESEnS SO 39 oiEkm ewe
FFTSNA (13, T WEad FOH ¢ HIWST AER

R :

" afelfEe s same e FemEmmE
SIETE | & @I (B T @92 TR ¢ o
S 4 rEe FEEE o AATGE JACE 300 B
P[RR ] TS Al AT WS S0 e Wl Y |
S A SeeEd, gy <At AwmE s wEel
e ware SOTIES AEE EEE |

(]

oY




e
AR, FES WA, TS Heer AUEE W
CCT 30 @S “Telee wIA! 2l ATEs e
TSI T U o0 WEIRTTE T wifE
i i T 1R e aifes w@ @
- afearl AISiee SR I, G0 W
e e e s Rl
ARG & ANSH—IR G WP

et g wge e e wee)
¥ efshs s wgfers aneA)
| e FeREeE WeglE ue @ 2 o
© e e BiErs wmeTs TnEw, R @
Tovihe 220 TER =1; 798 T07 S0aw oo =t e fdrers P
ZE, AErTE e T, Wil 99t (6T WIE, qE Tes 59
I | 93 S AIEhe wae it 7e fim o
T ey weE A AR, 7 R o a8 R e iR A
otE, we Tua s wfEml FiEE SEwEe 9 By W
ST T (S T | .

% e Wl SIS AB, AR 9 g FapE o

Free «fity AeTS oA Aetaies wnetel i @3S wd
TS 1S 90 A0S BT, SIE0 SIRd o Receeis aifes
=t @ eretie T g afourts s TR —91 WA (ATaT 9
a1 s W (iR AIE TR W

sifge sl wivwm Ffes Tws g 7P ¢ il
WS AWEITS A (AR TRl 25H F90 24 | 2979
WarEA T SRS STen Arnme s e T
F1ae, S5 BIfE See 19 FE- v giee Al @SS ETEE
“ffig @2 =i = =, Nt e s awe
faEee) <02 S Son SR |

G, 2 T = :
TRfEsES, ARG uiEnEn

- TR NANAG] FE LG9 WA
@R AEA e w1 g AR
FEe & F%; T LA dGREES |
 gfes wfhe o e @
T @ o7 T, ©f g w0 o
TN gar | Aifes, wdtafes,
FERateR 91 consiierr. [ W
A afsas) A1, Sifes ALY,
wiam, AEgE— AL 9% TS e

TG TR WA ARG SAGH FA TP
fororaraeTy ST SATE | T 9% SR 32 TEE ¢00 (b B
27 T, beIfs auA FEw Re @) o i ST e
S W € T—a fgfr e 2w T, R o w
ﬁﬁmw.aﬁﬁme@qﬁmmmﬂﬁ&mﬂmr
R S, m—uﬁ-ﬁ-—!ﬁfi WATAE TETAE FEEE
T SR | SINE] WaPiE Sree T wrel (Aie i, TS
wrata ferarg wdtafs Faed 9=

STom e s iR sEmEs ¢ el Sarm w3
EE—oR ARG, SR AEEE, (18 AR, [ TR
o TRTeTR S o TR R A G (7 CEIT | T W
Srdfrrin RS S EEPIE B W | Sl %

SIS (U EEE G BTl G (e o1 wEfE
i Y TS, e wfie S S sR

mﬁsm.mﬁmmm

SIE (6 TS SifEeer T 9eL,
R e e 0 ¢ e AE
4 g qL CAE oF 2fEs O
wifess sy 7, o1s @ o fic T
FaTE ATl 4= ATE | B
BB firs, o), wiene A e A — IR
| s v A S ges @
a1 @R ofet Tare e TEES
J ) Rpmere gE oW owE; Wy S
; " e AfEER A Al
I A HeFT Al U S s qesE (A [
T o) siet o fof wa T FaHe 78| 2 i wiErs s,

4

@9y 19

=

S pmon

T8 7e5% awte ANIST 1, 5ol 6 AHITOT | (BN, Ze
Wmﬁmwﬁmmm%mﬁaﬁm
I
A TR MRS A e el e s i —
%mmgﬁmm;mam:ﬁmmﬁm
ST T A | eafi
oy 1.9 qid oy (@5 wHEee
efsafers wem e« grane w1 HeETEE
mumwm—-mwmm?mm%ﬁ:
ST VLI QU AE EES (B ahle SRS

BI-%IST CSel SIS 5@, Al bbI (4T
! 51 AT T e | THI N I
Skl BFF1, T AEEAEE ALK ATNGATY
T T wleameEE SeeEe S
wrg Wiaiae wdtafes Fame aftes)
SMWe SHUME B0 SETNR SfEEH
| diefos wewel gfe, @

i fmme, 44 ¢ TEE FhYl, IT% OF
fererg =T o < o | AR A4 Bi-
=i AR Eae Fiare e oTloe rour TeE) 39 Tl TR,
WA BI-AMM 2 3R Faalia Jre- i R wee (R

b FemrrE Tnhew Five w1, IEE aaives
(RS G4 TRATED (FGLY Faie wWewwd FfES s waeE)
HIfE AAR O AR WA T SO0 A SThE WieR E
Y1 2T AT, B s Sats 79 | TR I <2 FiBe we
Y. @ SEET TEAEE| WEE, T 9 4y wEE JEE s
wfEerer 2 T9E @RIE T fiEE suieies e S

BI-A9Ae SifEs wRiE B FONNE 96 #e, SR
qiies FEAEe ¢ wel 3% @, Frem e Fiss =,
FrEEE ST (e, wiE o TR Ry e gfe o
we S wwy g afsfiig Mivs o0 smeif seerf,
il Fewia ¢ @ras afEhm greme ¢ ey wnes T
ot Fere wa | Sie fewmel ¢ oriEs WA AE SHeE T
sufefes sra wofand| oW swrEst WU B-IEE i
aiRira s @R wwenE s T e w

oy FFewE
) =i, ef

- iR, T e AR WO
o fmem o =
T Fifewen @ S sl
wfirara s Sars Fwa 73| wE o Eee AR
e FRERTE e Sieq aeE F20S 37 T

gifes TETAR T €7l ﬁﬂr‘lﬁﬁ uiEs weiand
SeeR e TEate oA SE AaeifE © cEe
Fifpa W AR0T TR S0 ST TS AEEE |
S FACE TW, T SR T AC Al | e, e,
wifdE wEwe 8 ANGS TEwE G9E 95
AHATI AT AT (A (7 | TR, BORE an e
SRE SRE oifEnE AibaEE A1 A 2euE g A1
TR W (AL el Sieeat BT ST W,
S5 TS T1HE a0 ITEd T

orfae 1TSS Aests, S @ WHiEE
wewTE | Wiz gt APTeR HveEe! g,
i Tigfe, el ¢ afvrws Ffes e gEEA|
Gprafsra S 718 @ FETEE WelE wieasa 7 TH
b B S B o Ela e A R B R




@@y 4wy

= afess wiows fm <@, =9
T AR Fars oe SiEEE
et Y | A TEE CRRCE WA @ A
T AL G AR A T ST
faafss wava e wfEarEs e
T Wi s siice A | nfeafaE e

s v a1 TS St AeE 27 Searfiee WEH
avia Brde w1 T, (U Bk A1 WA favar, AeM o aEEl
wonilE CBIS FALT AT, T8 A 41 e TG T A
SIS Shs FEE @I S % SeaiiEE AW
o1, A STNRE AT QAT (E| Sk FICER SISl WHHET
siEae AERNES 20, T efeak) 7 wgE Aae s A
O FHTITS (G T TS AL 8
S AT ST | BRTeNR GUEAR sifEaifie AR
s Srpseel @ efrme s HA | AER A @ MEoTS!
TR e A A Sk SIS 9 S TS
2R | T A @ AT TR S RS T, A
Tzl @ SIS HE e a1 arefa | &Sl wra, v e
ﬁﬁmaﬁmwmwmsw.ﬁﬂ.
<R @ WTFTE A ST WHOTA % AR | TG S
CrISTrE) @ e S BYAnEeNd QU e BETel T
@ FVMES ARG ORIEA —_—
AER SFmw
Topeen, wifga fEem o Redfamres
i el fred «ah anfas 7RG, o
g o TR W) R, e, o e
C aEe e 4 efefior fare Rl <@
- gaf Biewe ¢ GiEReTR gfewem T
| s T W s SEEEe TARET
A Ao SRR frerel weEe
aEE fEe e FrTE, SERER @
e sfET maee o ) T I

) R efeh) @it TR @ S a9
203678 74 (iE & EaR) AiEa T WETOR faum 4rTEs SHLS
afoa®) QT T LGRS TN 1) SR FYFSR | S (7
g Al SRt « = o fofes efedeomy FNel

FMATESEL, :
wers o i A Afeee ¢ eifefas wRiE S wEe
s 2 AT | (ISR 2 s frawiTe TS A Rl 4R
reaifis wieE o] @ G TR PG| TR DIETS A (o
ﬁqﬁemmmmmﬁmﬁmm
mmmw@memmmmu
sifs e ourame her RFve FES SMRR SN0
Rl =it s o T o et fon fom wfeTIe SRR
@MWM1W|MGWWMG@WM
S = A, S efes Aide wge uid T T A
s arfes owe e ffers wafeer A SR 79
T T @ Wy TR WA T SR R e
mmm|mmmmﬁmm
Bfirs 390 TA, (0A SR 145, Tl @ Al ST I = |

whens grsiBia gfefl, Rewiam

IGGET]

—_——

wgrad BEREE S

sfea® 19 OGS SR AR B R |

i 2 BEar
srame, B, wiere e eifsil, Tom

FefRumT Sw(s) SETER SR E1,
i, 2 21 fermreen e Tl 99 A
wEE AEEE 6 EMNE  (FEend
Frprg| frerns Frem oFtE ARRRIES
e TIRE ciee wikEE o cmy e
(o 9fees TaTE | WG () (PGS (A
‘e cafe’ STa SEY 4IRS ST
wiers widla! fes FiEa smwen Al F= =,
T SRR S, CEeRd TS g9

Gl @S W YR ST T T
TS HaEn A il

2A1fe AR S SATSEL @ (@ ATy ST e S,
s G @ifes waE AEEG ¢ WeeAe! 4fa wl T | TI
Srt, fer Bofa @2 et Smmw afipe @ e A
werge | (GRAIER, SEATHE ¢ U W HPTRAYEIS 2P

mﬁwawtaﬁmw.ﬁmwﬁma @7

faeg wiae Heaiel RES Sl WSS |

g € FEEATRTE wee weE A e« e
f#ﬁmwﬁmmwmﬁdmsmﬁﬂmm
wmmwmmﬁmﬁwwmﬁw{.ﬁm
& FeifErs SHER Fi5s Sa0s Feare AET Sl s A |

AiETeE wueme Sfes A e ) T
srfera o S LT BL3 Feas T «rae Al TR
il e 2RTS 1A | ARG WETS NIAITTE FEHAS] @ AR
gﬁmi{@wemwmmﬂmmmmzmﬁ
ﬂ%.a-ﬁﬂm|

o aeRe ¢t o Wive 3m IS
e il @ efead) afes sl G TFeE
o aff e e Sae wde) B 2 gmE
HawiE wiew @ waelen ord @R
sifoas amma 71| 556, TP, TR, AUEdE
Fares WS, (@BE 41 Wik FEEE et
12, fefetm anetare i fawe 2 72
AN T SR AR AewlE eNrE
e BT erE feerigA was TA|
PRl @RS TOE 3 e,
FEfEnE AU EP, S RN @ HEH
WG i fve FA0S T | IAFSIAH G
Frufirs afd @ FTeT ooR TR aefaed | o
8 Beree hbeER Fufe Ao FRvs 50
waaT |

TS| IS | S 1S A AR o e
frs onF SRM A AGS GTOE STHEAT
e (A W1 A o SrBie AL SpE
o e T el e S W] RWS |

FOSESE TR AN | T

75 offgs 78 WA 8 S ww FAME GPW @W, (SOEER
wifes HE T FAE | Gifpomre, FESE oA € CRALSE IS,
Tuen, NS TER 6 gemy Sl S W TIY], FEAEHE AT
aolig ARG S ey e Ao Fars 2@

onfer WW,! TS iyyramre AEEER W91 QETA| ABIRA TE
Wﬁmm@mﬁmmﬁmfg ! . s
orE, ; FigH, mﬂaﬁawm

T s 2l FEESEs T IR 5 e
e A (o s RS

1 e

e

X




@V vy

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10, 2025
AGRAHAYAN 25, 1432 BS

. UsBeayer .
Don’t allow abuser
in agro-industries
Enforce labour law for women'’s
safety and dignity

The findings presented at this year’s Annual BIDS Conference
on Development reveal a long running but largely unaddressed
problem in Bangladesh’s agro-based industries: the routine
mistreatment of women workers. The study—carried out in
Mymensingh, Narayanganj, Gazipur, Dhaka, Cumilla and
Chattogram districts, covering 510 female respondents—shows
that 61.37 percent of them had faced verbal and emotional
abuse, which is nearly three in five women. It also shows that
one in nine reports sexual or physical harassment. In most
cases, supervisors are responsible. The statistics point to a clear
abuse of authority inside factories that rely heavily on women’s
labour, vet provide little protection or oversight. The findings
also indicate an existing work culture where intimidation and
coercion have been allowed (o take root. .

The study also lays out the difficult conditions under
which women work. They spend an average of 51.6 hours a

week on the job, and nine in 10 say overtime is compulsory.

Despite this, only 6.3 percent receive the double overtime pay
required by law. Facilities that should be standard remain rare,
as just 21 percent of enterprises have childcare rooms, and
only 31 percent grant fully paid maternity leave. When these
work conditions are combined with limited say in household
decisions, poor representation at work, and a lack of awareness
of their rights, the picture becomes even dire. Women are
operating in environments where. neglect, overwork, and
mistreatment blend into everyday life.

Other studies presented at the same session show how
uneven the wider labour market is. Workers in major cities earn
far more—2.6 times more on average—than those in rural areas.
Rural wages have grown slowly over the past decade, leaving
many outside metropolitan areas with few opportunities. For
women in agro-industries, often located in smaller towns or
peri-urban regions, this means their ability to leave abusive
workplaces is even more limited. When job aptions are narrow
and wages low, employers can get away with practices that
would not stand in more regulated or better-paid sectors,

These findings clearly show that the problem is not a
shortage of rules, but a failure to enforce them. Authorities
must strengthen inspections, penalise enterprises that
ignore labour law and standards. Also, the availability of
basic, gender-responsive facilities must be ensured at every
workplace. Reporting systems must be safe, simple and shield
workers from retaliation, particularly when supervisors are the
offenders. Protecting the women who keep the wheels of our
economy running will not happen through small adjustments.
It requires firm action, proper monitoring, and a commitment
to ensuring that safety and dignity are.not treated as optional
extras in the workplace.
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61% women in
agro-industries
face abuse

BIDS study finds supervisors
‘behind majority of the cases

........

Mearlythreelnﬁwummmwhngmfmﬁm
that make food and non-food items from farm,
fisheries and forestry products face verbal or
emotional abuse, according to a new study.

Besides, one in nine reported physical or
sexual harassment, according to the study by the
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies
(BIDS).

The survey covered 510 women in Mymensingh,
Narayanganj, Gazipur, Dhaka, Cumilla and
Chattogram districts.

Most respondents said their supervisors were
responsible for the abuse, pointing to a serious
misuse of authority at work.

The study was unveiled yesterday at a session
titled “Labour Market, Agriculture and Energy” in
Dhaka on the second day of the BIDS Conference
on Development 2025.

..................

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

It found that 61.37 percent of women employed
in agro-based enterprises had faced verbal and
emotional abuse. Of this group, 10.98 percent
reported sexual or physical harassment, and 2.55
percent mentioned cyber harassment. Supervisors
accounted for 644 percent of all reported

Researchers also highlighted punishing work
h;nm with litﬂe rewa.:d. Wumm w.m'k an mag

legally required dmhfe overmne pay.

The session featured four studies that
highlighted systemic inequalities across citjes,
farms, factories and households, The study on the
working conditions and economic empowerment
of women in agro-based industries was presented
by Kashfi Rayan, research associate at BIDS.

FROM PAGE Bi
It also found that essential
facilities remain rare. Only
21 percent of enterprises
provide childcare rooms,
and just 31 percent offer
full paid maternity leave.
Despite  the  rising
participation of women in

" agro-industries, the study

said empowerment remains
limited due to restrictive
household decision-making,
weak representation at work
and low awareness of labour
rights.

Rayan called for tighter
enforcement of labour laws,
gender-responsive facilities
and stronger grievance
and reporting systems (o
ensure safety and dignity
at work.

In the same session,
Badrun Nessa

- senior research [ellow at

BIDS, presented findings
on  wage disparities
between cities and rural

areas in her paper titled .

“One size does not fit all:
urban - heterogeneity and
labour market inequalities
in Bangladesh”,

Drawing on Labour

‘FmteSurw:ydata shEsaJd

4.2 percent, compared with

10.7 percent in big cities.
An instrumental
variable analysis showed a
21 6 percent wage premium
‘metropolitan  areas,
whi!f: smaller towns offered

heavily
in big cities,” Ahmed
said, pointing to factors
such as agglomeration,
productivity clustering.and
better job matching,.

‘He urged

She recommended
strengﬂlemng secondary
cmes, improving urban
services and formalising
labour markets to reduce
widening spatial inequality.

Another stmi}.
presented senior
research fellow Mohammad
Golam Nabi Mozumder,
warned of ecological
pressures ~ linked to
rapid mechanisation in
agriculture,

Titled “The irresistible
shift from agriculture to
agri-venture: technology,
habitus, and the looming
threat of ecocide”, the
study examined how
rising wages and persistent
labour  shortages are
turning farming from a
livelihood into a profit-
driven agri-venture that
risks upsetting ecological
balance.

Based on interviews
in 14 districts, the study
recorded heavy use of
hybrid seeds, synthetic
fertilisers and pesticides,
along - with inefficiencies
when machines are used
on small, fragmented plots.

It also found
irregularidies in the
subsidised machinery
market, ranging from
counterfeit equipment to
dual-branded  machines
and “tg;lyu'act terms that
vﬂzmzumder warned of
a ‘"pesticide treadmill”
that is degrading soil
and threatening aquatic
life, calling it a looming
“spectre  of  ecocide”.
policymakers
to regulate machinery
distribution, set quality
standards and promote
agro-ecological models to
protect the environment.

SM Zulfiger Ali,
research director at BIDS,
moderated the session.
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1LO ratifications pave

way for GSP+, FTA
talks: EU-ambassador

Workers stitch and assemble clothing at a garment factory in Bangladesh.

STAR BUS[NI-EB RI?PURT

Ranfymg key lnremauona.l l.abour Drgamzauon
(ILO) conventions will help Bangladesh better
negotiate the GSP+ scheme and a potential Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with the European Union
(EU), as it demonstrates progress in human rights and
good governance, said EU Ambassador o Bangladesh
Michael Miller yesterday.

He made the statement at a celebration of
Bangladesh's ratification of ILO Conventions 155, 187,
and 190, held at the Foreign Service Academy in Dhaka.

ILO Convention 155 addresses labour rights in
refusing hazardous work, Convention 187 establishes
a promotional framework for occupational safety and
health, and Convention 190 aims to prevent violence
and harassment,

PHOTO: STAR/FILE

The event was jointly organised by the Ministry of
Labour and Employvment and the ILO, and attended
by interim government. advisers, senior officials,
diplomats, labour leaders, and [LO representatives.

“As Bangladesh prepares 1o graduate from LDC
[leastdeveloped country]status, it canbenefit from the
EU’s GSP+ scheme. This scheme provides continued
preferential market access, but links trade benefits
to the implementation of international standards
on labour rights, environmental protection, human
rights, and good governance,” Miller said.

He added, “Our future partnership will remain
rooted in mutual respect for fundamental rights
and shared prosperity. Should Hanghda;h one day
formally request FTA negotiations, | assure you

that the highest standards in rights protection and

ot BT T
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FROM PAGE Bl
governance will be central
to any such arrangement.”

The EU has long

Bangladesh
through initiatives such
as "Everything but Arms”,
providing duty-free, quota-
free access, European
expertise, and development
cooperation, | which
have driven significant
economic and social
progress and lifted millions
out of poverty.

To qualify for the GSP+
scheme or negotiate an
FTA with the EU, the
world's  largest  trade
bloc, Bangladesh must
now improve labour
rights, human rights,
good governance, and
environmental protection
in production.

Progress under the
interim government
has helped maintain
preferential access to the
EU market, the largest
destination for Bangladeshi

“We warmly welcome
the interim government's

progress
National Action Plan on
the labour sector. Key areas
still needing attention
include amending the
Export Processing
Zone (EPZ) Labour Act,
eliminating child labour,
and strengthening social
dialogue,” Miller said.
Syed Sultan Uddin
Ahmmed, chairman
of the Labour Reform
Commission, said

I1.O ratifications

*Occupational safety and C
health standards need to .

e o e T SCI,CRB‘
DR GI RS EAR

construction, agriculture,
and transport. Ratification
alone is not enough;
proper implementation is
essential.” ® ey aftrawe
A o o e e sy e
all 10 fundamental LO =fie ¢ sfig For Gem =2 el
conventions and the first ==z aw ¥ aomer wie | =9 6 TEE
in South Asia to ratify ILO wgemeizrs ToiT ©u s, =5 89 T=F
ILO conventions aimed at a&ui wafh wrwei vosr | Jeaw Tow @
protecting workers' rights. s & = @wrsga (FH6H) a@mim
“These . achievements cmmferas wafers stems Towms @ THATS
working  closely  with gemfiresrew Sy o L i d
social partners and other wfifgw war vy, st
stakeholders,” said Max sy spaene Tofee e @l TofEy
He added, “Taken spme SsaEsht rrae
together, these ratifications ;g q.;qq ST G mlﬂ:'ﬁﬁ -l
send a strong Signal (O coupuray wrgesr et Sorefal cvbres
i TR “AfEsre e OISR i A
to decent work and §
S it = S, Ul 1| e a@a g o Rl v
regulations, robust labour © N

Bangladesh is the first
country in Asia to ratify

Convention 190. To date, s wrwg (w1 & @) Rem =ww
the country has ratified 36 sty e gomes w5 s
are the result of years of sy e aien-s Bfoar wamm a5
efforts by the government, spsyer eromer’ @ ‘22 s ATETS
Tufén,  ILO  counlrY wive o e ifign
director in Bangladesh. ﬁﬁﬁrzﬁﬂ aarrd mﬁta?m
the world. They show i

sttt aswic itment T8 foral @ @ aw AW, Rfekees

achievements and institutions, and productive
encourage continued workplaces where workers
on Bangladesh's feel protected and

respected.”

M Sakhawat Hussain,
adviser to the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
said the ratifications are
crucial as Bangladesh
prepares to graduate from
the least developed country
club next year.

Lutfey Siddigi, chief
advisor's special envoy for
international affairs, also
spoke at the event.
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iobless

Bm:gladesh needs to focus on how to add value to products and production
processes using local technological advancements to compete

owt

Bangladesh has entered a phase of development
marked by jobless growth. Is it ashort-term
phenomenon that will somehow disappear ora
systematic outcome of following the wrong
development thesis? According to a recent
report, while Bangladesh's productive sector
experienced an impressive average annual
growth rate of 10 per cent over the decade
spanning 2013-2023, the manufacturing sector
lost 1.4 million jobs during this period. Due to the
adoption of increasingly advanced imported
technologies, there has been a decrease in
labour-based value-added production. For
example, in contrast to the 220 workers needed
to produce $1 million in exports in 2013, garment
factories needed only 94 workers in 2024, Of
course, it has increased labour productivity. But it
has happened due to the import of technology.
Hence, the benefit of productivity improvement
migrated out of Bangladesh. More alarming is
that this trend will continue, as technological
advancements have been improving the quality
and reducing the cost of whatever Bangladesh
produces. Such a reality raises a vital question;
has Bangladesh been following the wrong
development thesis, and how can it exit from it?
There has been a call for striking a balance
between growth and job creation. But if
Bangladesh continues to follow incorrect
ecanomic theories, how can that balance be
maintained? On the other hand, as media repo

indicates, some expert groups have been blaming_ gt Thera has been
government policies. Well, how does the dropouts and university graduates,

government make palicies, and whohasbeen 2 rapid grcw;lh ': gr?.‘::ate:';:nn:ﬁ.l:;q;i?,%
advising the government to take those policies? eachingas high as fity pe desh's policy of
If a wrong thesis guides the policy advisors, unfortunate outcome of Bangladesh's policy

. g o z o
should the government continue to seek policy ~Pursuing a technology-import Ce:j"i:ﬁ;ﬂ P
advice from them to find a remedy for jobless ~ 'ntensive replication economy, and the be
growth? there has been a positive correlation between

i ductivit
At the core of development thinking, particularly human capi tal supply and total factor pro y

for Bangladesh's industrial economy, there has 2530 exogenous factor. i

been a labour-centric replication strategy. It's 10 Bet further clarity SoouLS _e-wtongl tedd
guided by a neoclassical production function development thesis thatis b'?'"r:mp.' Err(':gp v
linking economic output to labour, capital, and borrowing billions, 'e?”ltf"g ns ‘::'ni ARG
total factor productivity. There has alsobeena ~ Numbersasa success Lrludmatfnr, aseon‘ge :’:Eh
common belief that labour productivity GPP ratio gr‘ow‘_:h. makinga rew p 'IF 2o
improvement benefits labour suppliers. Hence, _Killing existing jobs, and turning mill mbfk?: —
the focus has been on liberalising technology ~ graduates unemployed, we need to gcros iy
imports (capital) and offering training to factory _basics of wealth creation. Economl.; p ofpunitswe
workers to operate them. As aresult, economic  does not depend salely onthe num 3" #atnd
output has increased, along with improvements  produce. Most importantly, it d‘fp"" ri;dl.n:e 4

in labour productivity. Unfortunately, the benefit much value we addin ea_ch of t os: AJ e
of labour productivity improvement did not units, Unfortunately, this value-addec aspe
benefit Bangladesh. Instead, the country has lost missing from the prescription given to

precious jobs. Bangladesh.

There has also been an argument that an In every product, w ST
excessive focus on a single sector, primarily RMG, furniture, the role of materialandla
has left other industries underdeveloped. For this value has
reason, such a reality of jobloss and growth has  or technologies inthe fnrm‘ of pmc:ur,t or;:i-cetsge
emerged. If Bangladesh continues to follow a features have been increasing. Unfortunately,

in the globql market
natural tendency to reduce labour in copying an
using products. Unfortunately, it has not been
factored into the development thesis prescribed
for Bangladesh.
Experts appear to believe that a credible election,
genuine political representation, the
establishment of people-centred governance,
and a renewed social contract between the state
and citizens will help reverse the reality of job
loss. Unfortunately, such a change will likely have
very little implication on the underlying primary
reason affecting the job market.
There could be an argument that a focus on
agriculture may reverse the trend. Unfortunately,
it will not likely happen. Further growth in the
agricultural sector requires farless labourand
more technology. For example, the use of
precision dispensing of farming inputs, such as
pesticides and fertilisers, involves replacing
labour on the ground with flying intelligent
spraying machines. If the policy is to import those
machines, like in manufacturing, the farming
sector will also experience the same jobless
growth reality.
There has also been an issue of graduate
unemployment. Invariably, all studies have
indicated that Bangladesh has experienced
exponential growth in the production of cize
rt Braduates. Asa result, along with the shrinking
salary difference between primary school

e

hether it is a shirt, a shoe, or
bour in total

technology-import-led replication economy, will focus on developing technology locally and
the job reality change due to expansion inother
sectors? Unfortunately, theory and data suggest

that this is not the case. Regardless of the

industry, technological advancements have a

—_—

R9

inding cure to

integrating it into products and processes is
missing. Unless this missing element is addressed,
no type of change in the political or social sphere
will reverse the trend of jobless growth. To make it
happen, neoclassical economic theories are not
sufficient. Even modern endogenous growth
theories are insufficient, as they tend to promote
a linear correlation between idea flow or R&D
investment and economic growth. We need to
have a clear understanding of the evolution of
products and processes, and how to add value
through innovative ideas to win the global race.
By the way, once we start discussing ideas and
innovation, the subject of startups inevitably
arises in policy circles. if we arrange an idea
competition, offer cozy office space, address
intellectual property issues, and allocate risk
capital, startups will flourish as a new engine of
economic growth. Over the last 25 years,
numerous incentives have been introduced to
foster this belief. But have we got any success
stories? If not, why are we allocating more money
behind this belief? Instead of believing that great
ideas will inevitably lead to an economic
powerhouse, we should focus on the underlying
pattern of evolution of inventions and innovations
through incremental progression and reinvention,
resulting in the rise and fall of firms and the
migration of prosperity. Besides, the current
startup race appears to be driven by a toxic thesis
of inflating valuations out of spreading hype and
offering subsidies, as opposed to delivering
economic value through innovation.
Tosum up, Bangladesh's jobless growth is the
outcome of following flawed development thesis
based on neoclassical production function-based
economic theory. Even endogenous growth
theories are not sufficient to offer a prescription
for remedy. Besides, rather than being a solution,
the toxic thesis of startups has become a barrier to
finding a cure. Hence, Bangladesh needs to focus
on how to add value to products and production
processes using local technological advancements
to compete in the global market. Besides,
Bangladesh needs to enter industries to pursue
idea-based value addition, as opposed to relying
on labour and imported capital.

M. Rokonuzzaman, Ph.D is Academic and
Researcher on technology, innovation and policy.
zaman.rokon.bd@gmail.com

been declining. On the other hand, ideas
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NONCOMPLIANCE WITH THREE CORE CONVENTIONS R T

ILO defers action about Bangladesh
amld polltlcal transition

MONIRA MUNNI

The draft decisions come after the ILO GB's
355th session held on November 17-27 in
Geneva, sources say.

Bangladesh provided progress reporton the
implementation of the national action plan
(2021-2026) with key priorities, including
labour- law reform, trade-union registration,
labour inspection and enforcement, child-labour
elimination and combating vielence and
discrimination, on October 17 this year.

Bangladesh gets a breathing space as the
International Labour Organization (ILO) defers
until March its decision about further action for
nonobservance of three labour rights-related
core conventions, sources say.

However, the UN labour agency presses for
timely implementation in all priority areas of the
national action plamon labour sector.

Taking note of the political changes which led to
an interim government in Bangladesh and the
report on progress made with the implementation
of the roadmap of actions to address all
outstanding issues mentioned in the article 26
complaint concerning the alleged non-observance
of Conventions Nos 81, 87 and 98, the ILO's
governing body has requested taking all necessary
action to thatend, according to its draft decision.
Bangladesh has also been requested to report
further progress made in the implementation of
the roadmap on actions in that regard to the GB
atits 356th Session scheduled to take place in
March next year in Geneva.

"...deferred the decision on further action in
respect of the complaint to that session," reads
the draft decision.
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In a recent development, Bangladesh has ratified
all 10 fundamental conventions by ratifying two
core ones recently;

Several workers' organisations from Italy, japan,
South Africa, Pakistan and Brazil filed the complaint
under Article 26 with the ILOin 2019 regarding
Bangladesh's noncompliance with three core
conventions: Convention B1 on labour inspection,
Convention 87 on freedom of associationand the
rightto organise, and Convention 98 on theright to
organise and collective bargaining.

The complainants

also proposed forming a

commission of enquiry to investigate
Bangladesh's nonobservance of these

fundamental conventinns

Meantime, ambassador and
head of the EU delegation to
Bangladesh Michael Miller at
a recent programme said as
Bangladesh prepares to
graduate from least-
developed country (LDC)
status, it can benefit from
GSP-plus scheme which
provides preferential market
access but links trade
benefits to the
implementation of
international standards on
labour rights, environment
protection, human rights and
good governance.

Talking on the national action
plan on labour sector, he
stressed further
implementation of the NAP,
noting that some areas have
yet to progress, including
amendments to the EPZ
labour act, the elimination of
child labour, and
strengthening social dialogue.
Talking to the FE, ministry
sources say the government
issued ordinance of the
amended labour act on
November 17 with a number
of reforms, including easing
trade-union registration
allowing 20 workers to

register for trade union while |

also permitting five unions in
a factory.
Significant changes also

apply to maternity
protection, workplace
health, hygiene and
occupational safety.
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The Daily Star {TDS}' How do you
assess the Labour Ordinance 2025?
Taslima Akhter (TA): A large
proportion of those who lost their lives
in the 2024 mass uprising were working
people. Students, workers, and women
— thousands sacrificed their lives, and
we believe that the 2024 mass uprising
laid the foundation for the Labour
Ordinance 2025,

A total of 125 sections have been
amended or revised in the ordinance,
In my view, the interim government has
attempted to strike a balance between
the demands ol both workers and
owners. Although some disagreements
remain between the two sides, whatever
progress has been achieved is, 1 believe,
significant for workers and for the
labour sector as a whole.

For the first time, National Tripartite
Consultative Council (NTCC), formed
after the mass uprising, had the
opportunity, space, and sincerity to
work free from political influence.
The NTCC brought together the
views ol workers, employers, and the
government. In the past, the NTCC had
never spent so much time or held such
extensive discussions on labour law.

TDS: How will the Ordinance be
implemented?

TA: This Ordinance now functions
“as law. After the election, the newly
elected parliament will begin the
process of converting the Ordinance
into permanent legislation. Until
then, this is the law — and it must not
remain confined to paper. Practical
implementation must begin now.

Issues raised by us or by employers,
where we still have questions or
objections, should be addressed
through continued engagement in the
coming days. The interim government
must quickly take initiatives during
its remaining tenure to clarify the
ambiguous areas through rules and
regulations.

At the same time, for the
advancement of workers and the
labour sector, the government and
both parties — workers and employers
— must undertake extensive outreach
so the law can be applied pmperl; The
language of the labour law remains so
complex that even educated people
siruggle to understand it, let alone
workers. It is urgently necessary o

simplify its legal terminology and
present the law clearly in Bangla so that
everyone can grasp and apply it.

TDS: Do you think the Ordinance will
meaningfully expand workers’ rights
and opportunities?

TA: Let me begin with some of the gains
that have received less attention. One of
our key proposals was to replace the
word mohila with nari throughout the
labour law. The word mohila originates
from mohol, the inner quarters of
traditional households, and historically
reinforced the notion that women's
work holds lesser value. Both emplovers
and workers agreed to this change. In
the Labour Ordinance 2025, the word
nari has now been substituted for
mohila across the law.

This time, a new clause — 345A
— has been introduced to prohibit
discrimination against workers. Here,
discrimination refers 1o any form
of distinction, exclusion, or lesser
treatment based on race, colour,
gender, religion, political opinion,
nationality, social status, or disability
— practices that undermine equality
of opportunity and treatment at work.
Alongside the existing clause on equal
pay for equal work, new clauses 3454,
345B, and 345C have been added to
expand and clarify the definitions and
forms of discrimination. P

Secton 332, previously titled
Behaviour towards women, has
been renamed to emphasise the
responsibility of all to prevent violence
in the world of work and at the
workplace. Although we repeatedly
submitted written recommendations
to replace subjective terms such as
decency, modesty, and obscenity,
those changes were not adopted,
However, a new section — 332A—
establishes committees for the
resolution of discrimination, violence,
and harassment, in line with the 2009
High Court guidelines and our long-
standing demands. In addition, Clause
12(b) of Section 2 has incorporated a
definition of gender-based violence
and harassment in the workplace.
These changes also align with ILO
Convention 190.

At the same  time, .Bangladesh
has ratified a total of three ILO
conventions—Conveation No. 190 and

Conventions Nos. 155 and 187 (both of

which aim to ensure workers' safety,
—health, and protection in the workplace,

B

nance means tor
kers

though they differ in emphasu-. and
scope). The core principles of these
conventions have also been reflected in
our national laws.

TDS: Union regisl;ralion can
now begin with just 20 workers.
Employers fear this may create
instability, What is your view?
TA: T don't see it that way, In fact, |
believe the new Ordinance will enhance
workers’ freedom of association
and help stabilise the labour sector.
Workers will be able to negotiate in a
more democratic work environment.

It also provides a pathway for
Bangladesh to move past longstandmg

ILO complaints. Ultimately, a stable
workforce and improved workplace
relations will encourage foreign
investment.

For many years,
have demanded easing registration
requirements and shifting from
perceniage-based requirements to a
fixed numerical threshold. Under the
old law, union registration required
the consent of 20% of workers in an
establishment and 30% in an industrial
group. The entire process had become
highly politicised.

The Ordinance now allows union
formation across five tiers:

- 20 to 300 workers = 20 members

= 301 to 500 workers = 40 members

- 501 t0 1,500 workers = 100 members

the workers

« 1,501 to 3,000 workers = 300
members

+ Above 3,000 workers = 400
members

Other registration conditions have
also been simplified. Although some
complexities remain, the process is
now far easier than before,

TDS: What other important
additions or deletions do you see in
the Ordinance?

TA: Several significant changes have
been made among the 125 amended
sections. Some notable ones include:

+ Bangladesh has approximately
7.5-8 crore (75-80 million) workers, of
whom only 15% were legally recognised
as ‘“workers”. The demand for
recognising all workers and ensuring
social protection was raised in both

the Labour Commission and the NTCC,

though not fully achieved. However, for
the first time, domestic workers have
been recognised as workers (Section

w@rmm
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2/9B). This is a major step forward,
allowing domestic workers to form
organisations.

- Section 118(1); Festival holidays
have increased from 11 to 13 days.

« Minimum wage, Section 139(6):
Instead of revision every five years,
wages must now be revised every three
vears.

. Death compensation (Section 19):
Eligibility has been reduced from two
years of continuous service to one year.
. Lay-off compensation (Section
16): Previously required one year of
continuous service; now workers will
qualify after three months.

- Resignation benefits (Section 27/4):
Previously, anyone with less than five
consecutive years of service received
no benefits. Now:

o After one year of service: 7 days’
wages per year

o From 3 to 10 vears: 15 days’ wages
per year

0 More than 10 vears: 30 days’ wages
per year or gratuity
+ Employment Injury Scheme Fund
(Section 151A): A new fund will be
established for compensation due 1o
workplace accidents.

« Provident Fund is now mandatory
in establishments with 100 or more
workers. Earlier, it was optional. |

- The definition of worker has been
expanded, Section 2(65).

TDS: What key issues were left out of
the Ordinance?

TA: Several important demands and
long standing aspirations of workers
remain unfulfilled. For example,
despite repeated calls fromworkers, the
national minimum wage commission
and a framework for determining a
national minimum wage were not
included in the ordinance.

Maternity leave still remains
discriminatory across the public
and private sectors. Government
employees receive 180 days of leave.
We had proposed extending maternity
leave to 180 days for “all workers.
Instead, the existing 112 days have been
increased to only 120 days — a mere
eight-day rise.

Fven after the tragedies of Rana
Plaza and Tazreen, demands to revise
compensation standards were not
fulfilled. The current Ordinance
has not clearly defined or increased
penalties for deaths caused by
negligence or for structural killings.

We believe it is unrealistic to expect
all demands to be met at once. The
amendment of 125 sections is already
a major achievement in our legislative
history and sets a new precedent.
Reforming labour laws is an ongoing
process.

The interview was taken by Md Raihan
Raju of The Daily Star.
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Unionand severainon-. (Jul-Nov FY26) Union -
traditional markets, '

including Australia, India and

South Korea, poste:i negative US Canada

growth during the first five UK & others

months of the current fiscal L

year, reflecting mounting " 34. Bu Yo e

pressures from weak global |

demand and intensifying No ﬂ-tl’&_d itional

competition. markets

The slowdown contrasts with 18 Go )

modest growth in exports to RS 8 ;

the United States, G g s

oo e _ [l[:lNlHG MARKETS GRD’HIHG MAHI(ETS
introduction of new US tariff FU i1 030!', US = -|-3 BB% :
regimes. : e
Exporters say shifting trade Non-traditional Canada  +6.51%
dynamics have pushed major markets -3.19%, :

competitors, particularly s UK 4 "’3.0%
China and India, to target ; : : .

Europe and other emerging Export growth may weaken further
:Eu“as?v?t; more without cost control, value addition
lnﬁm"‘mmmat and market diversification

deep discounting by rival

exporters, combined with (EPB) data show that exports previous fiscal year.
Bangladesh's rising production  tothe EuropeanUnionfellby  The EU accounted for 48.57
costs and highinterestrates,is  1.03 per cent to US57.83 per cent of the country's
eroding competitiveness and billion during the July- total RMG exports, which
could further weigh on export November period of fiscal stood at US516.13 billion
performance in the coming year (FY) 2025-26, compared  during the first five months
months. with US57.91 billion in the of FY26.

The Export Promotion Bureau corresponding period of the Major EU markets, including

December 15.202°

RMG exports to EU, non-
traditional markets dlve

Aggressive pricing by rivals, weak global demand hit shipments

Denmark; France, Germany
and Italy, recorded declines
ranging from 3.56 per cent to
about 9.0 percent, according
to EPB data.

Sirhilarly, garment shipments
to non-traditional markets
fell by 3.19 percent year-on-
year to US$2.67 billion during
the July-November period of
FY26, compared with
US$2.75 billion in the same
period of FY25.

Markets beyond the
traditional destinations
(namely the EU, the US,
Canada and the UK) are
considered non-traditional
and emerging markets.
These include Australia,
lapan, India, Brazil, Chile,
China, Russia, South Karea,
Mexico and Turkey.

Among these destinations,
Australia, India, South Karea,
Mexico, New Zealand, Russia
and Turkey recorded declines
ranging from 8.18 per cent to
24.55 per cent during the
July-November period, while
Japan posted marginal growth
of 0.98 per cent compared
with the corresponding period
of the previous fiscal year,
Industry insiders attributed
the overall weakness to

subdued consumer demand in both advanced
and emerging markets, driven by high living
costs, sluggish global growth and ongoing
geopolitical tensions.

Faruque Hasan, former pres¢dent of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), said global
demand, particularly in the EU and other
emerging markets, has declined inrecent
months, leading to lower import volumes.
He said exports from China to the US dropped
sharply due to higher tariffs, prompting
Chinese exporters to target the EU more
aggressively by offering very low prices.
Indiais also adopting a similar strategy, he
added, while Bangladeshis losing
competitiveness due to internal challenges
such as high production costs and elevated
bank interest rates.

MrHasan, who is also managing director of
Giant Group, warned that garment export
growth could decline further in the coming
months, including shipments to the US.
Mohiuddin Rubel, additional managing director

ot Denim ExpertLtd, said that while traditional

~ markets zre struggling to provide stable

demand, the decline in non-traditional markets
highlights the urgent need for renewed focus on
market diversificationand value addition, -
Fazlul Hogue, former president of the
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA), told The
Financial Express that the muted performance
reflects a broader slowdown in the global
apparel market.

The global economy remains sluggish, and
uncertainty and disruptions, including the
impact of new US tariff regimes, have
dampened demand across markets, he added.
Despite the broader slowdown, earnings from
Bangladesh's single largest destination, the
US, rose by 3.06 per cent to US$3.22 billion
during the July-November period of FY26,
according to EPB data.

Exports to Canada and the UK also grew by
6.51 per cent and 3.0 per cent, earning
US$554.47 million and USS$1.84 billion
respectively over the same period.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com-
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258 factories shut in a year, 1,00,000
lose jobs: AFWA

technology, climate
mmdhhmn@tsm

While women's participation
in the workforce is a major

AT LEAST 258 factories shut
down over the past year
haﬁngmmﬂnnwomg

an
 social and eco-

Progati

ed the findings at a dialogue

titled Actions needed amid
transition, cli-

mate and existing

hhgmw ditions® held at

the National Press Club on

Sunday,

among others, hyannmmist_
Professor

MM Akash, joint
convenor of Sramik Karam-

Speakers said the com-

bined impact of technologi-
w%dﬁmﬁ
change e labour
conditions had pushed the
ool
uncertain real-
mmdthamdh
a coordinated roadmap inte-

overcome the
Amrin’ said wu a
clear between the
i industry and the
garmnent
by workers.
's critical
posiﬂoni.nthaglubulwpply
chain, workers' wages have
yet to reach a living standard,
she noted. Production costs
and international competi-
tion are often shifted onto
workers, limiting
ments in their quality of life.
Currently, nearly four mil-
the garment sector, more
60 per cent of them women.

development, their access
to safe employment, gender-
sensitive workplaces and
decision-making processes
remain limited. Political in-
stability, declining buyer
confidence, expart market
competition, power and en-
ergy shortages, and the global
economic slowdown have
further deepened uncertainty
in the sector, she added.
Professor Akash said re-
solving the crisis - required
coordinated action, including
the declaration and enforce-
ment of a humane, living
national minimum wage. No
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Warns intelligence report

REZAUL KARIM

An intelligence agency has warned of
a high possibility of widespread
labour unrest and instability in the
readymade garment (RMG) sector,
the country's largest export industry
and employer of around four million
workers, ahead of the national
elections.

The National Security Intelligence
(NSi) report highlights a growing
crisis driven by multiple factors,
including the global economic
downturn, US countervailing duties,
post-July uprising labour conditions,
and soaring production costs, which
have already led to the closure of
several garment factories.

The agency has sent the report to the
labour and employment ministry
along with some recommendations.
A senior official of the ministry says,
"We have received a special report
from the NSI on possible labour

SUGGESTIONS FOR
PREVENTING UNREST

hmngpﬁ mployed
_I‘nlnewfafefﬁﬁa‘s“ i

unrest in the RMG sector ahead of the
national polls. We have taken
necessary steps in this regard."

The growing crisis is further
compounded by a negative growth
trend in garment exports for three
consecutive months (August-
October) of the current fiscal year,

09 |

raising the spectre of more factory
closures and intensifying the risk of
labour dissatisfaction centred on
wage and benefit payments,
according to the report.

It expresses concern that
opportunistic groups, both domestic
and foreign, may easily manipulate

and incite unemployed workers from
closed factories and those protesting
forunpaid dues to launch a large-
scale movement.

This is feared to be part of a hateful
effort targeting the garment sector ir
the run-up to the upcoming general
elections.

Officials, manufacturers, and labour
monitors are warning that the
volatile situation inside the RMG
workforce is fast becoming a
flashpoint capable of destabilising
the pre-election environment.
Theapparel industry traditionally
thrives on political stability, '
predictable transport routes, and
disciplined labour conditions, but all
three pillars are now under strain.
Over recent months, nationwide
protests demanding a "fair and
rational" revision of minimum wages

»escalated into industrial-scale

agitation.
Workers have repeatedly abandoned
factory floors, marched on highways,
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In the midst of the demographic transition,
Bangladesh is experiencing rapid shifts in the
relative numbers of children, the working-age
population, and elderly persons. Here, changes in
the age structure suggest that two-thirds of the
total population are of working age, which could
be a stimulus to the first demographic dividend in
socioeconomic advances.

Addressing demographic change should remain a
top priority on the political agenda, given the
timeframe to achieve the first demographic
dividend by 2036, following the National
Transfer Accounts (NTA), while the dependency
ratio will be at its lowest in 2045 (World
Population Prospects 2024 Revision, United
Nations), and changes in gender composition on
the labour market. The labour-force composition
in Bangladesh can play a significant role in its
economic development.

The country has made progress in women's
labour- market participation, but there is stilla
wide gap between men and women. Here, female
workforce participation remains significantly
lower than that of their male counterparts. The
low participation of women in the workforce
could seriously affect the country's chance of

is necessary to explore the scenarios of gender
differentials in labour- force participation and to
adopt essential urgent actions to reap the
benefit. 7

in addition, to attain the International
Conference on Population and Development
Programme of Action (ICPD PoA) on Gender
Equality, Equity, and Empowerment of Women;
and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-8):
Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive

Achieve gender equality and empower all women
and girls, current gender gap in the labour-force
participation should be setright.

Here, change has been observed in the rising
participation of women in the labour market,
with the rate rising from around 8.0 per centin
the mid-1980s to almost 42 per cent in 2022,
according to the Labour Force Survey (LFS) of the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS). Despite
the increase, the female-participation rate
remains much lower than the male rate. Here, t
rate of growth of the female labour force and/or
the annual average change in the participation
rate has slowed over the past decade.

The low female labour-force -participation rate,
low educational attainment of the labour force,
high youth -unemployment rate, a large youth
population not in employment, education, or
training (NEET), and substantial
underemployment restrict the country from
realising the full potential of the demographic
structures. Thus, interventions are required at
the policy level, as well as at the functional or
operational levels.

At the policy level, recommendations include
ensuring the availability of updated data on
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Gender differentials

employment, and decent work for all; and SDG-5:

CcE

‘female labour-force participation at regular
intervals, creating enabling environment for
females, ensuring fair opportunity for all in the
job market, and ensuring women-friendly
services (entrepreneurship and creation of
employment opportunities at
local/community/rural level- with emphasis on
technical education, trade courses etc), gender
norm-centric policies as traditional gender
norms and patriarchal values often restrict
women's mobility and constrain their activities
in the labour market, institutional
coordination/reforms and updating the
national-policy documents to stimulate female

labour-market participation, with a numberof

institutional coordination and reforms, policies
and social protection to stimulate the

participation of women in the labour market, like

providing daycare facilities, extending the
provision of maternity and post-maternity
leave, and introducing flexible and part-time
working hours, strategies to adapt to
technological change and automation (to spread
the benefits of technological change and
automation more equitably, in the short run,
different tax incentives and social protection can

achieving the first demographic dividend. Thus, it be useful), strategies to address the domino

impact of COVID-19 and climate change on
vuinerable girls, and seeking professional
employment opportunities abroad and to
protect the human rights of the migrant
workers.

Functional level- or operational-level
recommendations include (a) implementation
of 'The Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017"
(b)avoiding early pregnancies and continued
education and integration in income-generating
activities (c) skill development at the local level
(d) strengthening the activities like Joyeeta
Foundation by the Department on Women
Affairs (DWA) (e) outsourcing market
opportunities in the developed countries (f) to

revisit tertiary education curriculum for
demand-driven professional human resource
development (g) to create more economic zones
and employment opportunities (h) to encourage
Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) and adopting example from successful
foreign countries (1) to ensure a gender-friendly
environment in education/training institutes (j)
women's inclusion in the formal sector (k) to
address the gender gap in wage differentials and
unpaid family work.
Ta capitalise on the first demographic dividend's
opportunity, short- and long-term policy
actions can be taken, considering the timeframe
left. A critical question is 'how to engage the
female working-age population in the labour
market.. If the right public policies ensure
empowerment, education, and employment,
economic returns can be high. A comprehensive
way of addressing gender differentials can make
economic growth a reality.
Women can access and use family planning
without barriers, and this has to be ensured here
“so that women and couples can choose the

08

number,; timing, and spacing of children.
allows women to participate in the labour force
and contribute more to the family's economic
wellbeing.

As an essential step towards gender equity and
fostering economic growth, Bangladesh needs to
develop and enforce policies that enable girls to
go to higher secondary school to combat child
marriage and adolescent pregnancy and equip
therm with skills to compete for higher-paying
jobs, Women in poor conditions may have lower
access than men to mass media and technology,
leaving them less informed and less empowered.
Thus, women need improved access to

-

. information that will help them shape and

improve their own lives and those of their
children.

Also critical for gender equality are equitable
land rights and access to credit for women. When
women have access to credit and generate
profits, they are more likely than men to use
their income to improve their families'
wellbeing. Thus, improving women's access to
these assets brings Bangladesh closer to reaping
the first demographic dividend and the gender
dividend by achieving gender equality and
empowering women.

In brief, to address the gender differentials,
Bangladesh needs to increase female workforce
participation, invest more and improve
education for girls and women, prevent gender-
based violence and eliminate child marriage, and
increase women's representation in leadership
and change norms and necessary supports to
women's participation in the formal labour
market.

Dr Mohammad Mainul Isfam is a professor and
former chairman of the Department of
Population Sciences at the University of Dhaka.
He can be reached at mainul@du.ac.bd
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EXPORTERS GATHER WITS AFTER TARIFF TROUBLE

RMG export to US beats
BD’s competitors

Jan-September turnover posts double-digit growth at18.64pc

© Two more months
to show real
picture of US tariff
impact: Exporters

© Anindustry
leader, however,
foresees a better
tomorrow with
political
transition

© EU market
remains a concern
for economic
downturn over
there, China push

‘MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh's apparel export to the United
States, its Single-largest market,
circumvents tariff tempests and records a
double-digit growth of18.64 percent, the
highest among major competitors, in the
first nine months of 2025.

According to US official count, the exports
grew bath in terms of value and volume
during the January-to-September period

. of the current calendar year.

Readymade garment exports from
Bangladesh during the period singly
fetched USS6.42 billion, marking the
18.64-percent growth, according to the
data released on December 11 by OTEXA, an
affiliate of the US Department of
Commerce,

The country had earned USS$5.41 tn!llon in
the'same period of 2024.

During the reporting

period, the growth rate

also surpassed the global

RMG export to US beat BD’s

average of 1.74 per cent, placing
Bangladesh ahead of main competitors,

-save Cambodia, though Vietnam sustained

top-exporter stand pushing China behind.
During the reporting period, Bangladesh
outpaced almost all its major competitors
in export growth to the US, its single-
largest export destination,

However, exporters say that the OTEXA
published the data of September for the
shipments made two months back while
reciprocal tariffs imposed by the US came
into effect on August 7.

And it would take two more months to get
"the real picture of US tariff impact when
the country might see a downturn in the
coming months due to tariff issues".
According to state-owned Export Promotion

| FROM PAGE1COL 4
Bureau (EPB) data, published two months
ahead of Otexa data,' overall RMG exports
have already started facing a downtrend for
the past four months since August 2025,
Meantime, during the January -to-
September period, Bangladesh shipped 2.07
billion square meters of garments, about 19
per cent higher than 1.73 billion square meters
sent in the corresponding period of 2024,
America's overall apparel imports during the
period stood atUS560.34 billion, up from
$59.31 billion in the corresponding period of last
year. Vietnam, during the first nine months of
2025, became leading apparel exporter to the
US, shipping RMG items worth US$12.74 billion,
accounting for about 13.69-percent growth,
China to the second position with
US$8.78 billion worth of apparel shipments
with a 29.89-percent year-on-year negative
growth, highlighting the effects of elevated
bam’ersmd ongoing geopolitical tensions.
Asked about the industry view, Fazlee
Shamim Ehsan, executive president of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA), says Otexa
revealed two-month previous data, meaning
September data reflected the shipments
made early July and onwards.
To get the picture of US tariff impact, he says,
it takes two more months when data would
revealed for the shipments of August
onwards. "There is still growth on the us

e e T

market and it might not fall much or continue
to grow provided a stable political situation
with national election in place which will also
bring back the buyers’ confidence," the
industry owner tells The Financial Express.

He looks to a better tomorrow for business,
With improving local situation having a stable
political government, Bangladesh would likely
to get higher chunk of shifted work orders
especially from China, he says.

The BKMEA leader, however, notes that
Bangladesh is facing challenges in the EU
where the economy is undergoing difficulties
while major competitors like China have been
focusing on that market due to high US tariffs
on China's goods.

Exporters say though Chinese orders have
been shifting from the US due to high tariffs,
China is increasing its share in the EU market
aggressively by offering 'much lower prices’
to buyers to offset US market-share decline.
Meantime, India's apparel exports rose by
12,81 per cent to US$4.10 billion during the
January-to-September period of 2025,
Indonesia recorded a 13.49 -percent increase
in apparel shipments to US$3.59 billion,
continuing its steady growth as a supplier to
the US market. Cambodia bagged 28,47~
percent rise in exports, reaching US$3.57
billion, during the period under consideration.
Pakistan also recorded a growth of 14 per cent
to bag US $1.80 billion from the US market,
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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RMG industry under
strain amid factory
closures, job losses

BKMEA chief says, decries rising production costs

MRAN cw\xwa

The COUNtry’s readymade garments
(RMG) sector is facing one of its
toughest periods in recent vears, with
falling exports, rising production
costs, factory closures, and financial
instability putting immense pressure
on manufacturers, Mohammad
Hatem, president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA), said,

In an interview with The Daily
Star, Hatem described the situation
as “extremely alarming,” blaming
ineffective policies and a lack of banking
support for worsening the crisis.

“Not only the RMG sector, but the
entire economy, business environment,
and flow of money are not functioning
SMOoOo " he said. “We have raised
these issues for a long time, but effective
solutions are still missing.”

Hatem acknowledged some
government measures, including action
against large-scale bank irregularities,
partial control of inflation, and easing
the dollar crisis, but said they do not
address the deep structural problems of
the export-driven RMG sector.

“The government has failed to
introduce business-friendly policies in
a timely and coordinated way. We are
not against the government; we have
praised several initiatives. But on key
economic issues -- trade, banking, and
industrial policies — there has been little
consultation with stakeholders like us,”
he added.

Over the past few years, major
financial support for the sector has
been withdrawn. Hatem cited the
reduction of the Export Development
Fund (EDF) allocation and the closure of
the Tk 5,000 crore Pre-shipment Credit
Fund in April 2024, wh:ch uﬁ'emd loans
atjust 5 percent interest.

“With borrowing costs now around
15-16 percent, businesses are struggling

Lo survive. How can an industry survive
under such intense financial pressure?
We are fighting just to stay afloat,” he
said

The removal of export incentives,
part of Bangladesh's plan to phase
them out ahead of its graduation
from Least Developed Country (LDC)
status, has added further pressure.

creating 30000 to 40,000 juhs. but
overall job loss remains very high," he
added.

In Narayanganj, a major knitwear
hub, individual factory closures have left
thousands unemployed. “These are not
just statistics. They represent families,
livelihoods, and entire communities,”
he said.

N
BANKING SECTOR FAILURES
WAYS Banks accused of “active obstruction”,
especioily toward SMEs, instead of
s.pportlng industries d.mg crisis
INTERVIEW by Credit limits not odjusted for dollor
anet loss of aver 2.2 de“w“”."'m" to reducing LCs
lokh jobs exporters’ ability to open import
GLOBAL
a2 8
PRESSURES
US demand weakening due to inflation
ond tariff , while tougher
competition in the EU from China and
fising Indio squeezes orders
The crisis goes e
beyond garments 3 £
~ business Key financial lifelines . uw%
confidence, withdrown, including
cash flow, and reduced EDF allocation | Factories running 20-50% below
overall economic ond closure of the Tk capacity, prompting o worning that
activity are badly 5,000 crore Pre- ‘ without urgent banking ond policy
disrupted shipment Credit Fund | reform, more closures are inevitoble
. I
“From February 1, 2024, previous GLOBAL MARKET PRESSURES
export incentives were discontinued. AND BANKING CHALLENGES
The remaining 0.3 percent is almost The global economic climate

unusable due to heavy paperwork
and red tape. For us, it is effectively
cancelled,” Hatem said.

He said around 250-260 RMG
factories have closed over the past 18
months, leaving more than 22 lakh
workers unemployed. “Some factories
have opened during this period,

has also become less supportive for
Bangladeshi exporters. In the United
States, the country’s largest export
market, inflation and weaker consumer
purchasing power have reduced
demand. “Buyers are cautious. They
are uncertain about future tariffs and
are taking a wait-and-see approach. As




@VIey 79

FROM PAGE B4
even for that,” he said.
Hatem also accused banks
of manipulating exchange
rates. “They buy dollars
from us at lower rates but
sell them back at higher
rates when we need io
make payments. This dual
pricing is unfair.”
Heurgedthe government
and Bangladesh Bank
to act quickly. “We need
targeted, secior-specific

'RMG industry
under strain

policies, Most importantly,
the banking system needs
urgent reform. If this trend
continues, more factories
will close, and the impact
on the national economy
will be severe,” he said.

“This is not just about
factories it's about
exports, jobs, and the
economic future. If we
don't act now, we may
not get a second chance,”
Hatem warned.

NEW: &3

amult,ﬁmmceivmgmm'—'rnk credit limits have not been
Hatem sa 3 adjusted with changing exchange rates.
Some US quarters have tried to “Fo“:Exa'mple,a'IkEOc:mreaedit limit
impose parts of the general tarilf whop the dollar was Tk 83 allowed LCs
structure - about 20 percent — ON yauh §6 million. Now that the dollar
Bangladeshi goods, which could further s Ty 122, 1 can only open LCs worth
undermine competitiveness. around $4 million with the same limit.
Meanwhile, rs from China ye panks refuse to revise it,” Hatem
and India, facing barriers in the US, jq4ed.
have shifted focus to Europe, cnaaﬂ_ng He also highlighted long delays
“unhealthy competition” and reducing ;,  pack-to-back. LC  processing
Bangladesh's flow of orders. — sometimes 20-30 days — which
As a result, many factories are gicrpi production cycles. “Banks give
running well below capacity. "MOSt are ;) sorrs of excuses — margin issues,
running 20-30 percent below capacity, gqocymentation problems, or that your
and some are 40-50 percent lower than jimic is ysed up. It's the same story every
normal. This is not sustainable,” Hatem .. »
said. Exporters are struggling to access
Hatﬁnmtimsedt!mbanlangsecmr their own funds, with banks charging
for failing to support industries in their = ;¢ percent interest on . export
time of need. "Banks are C@m.meeds needed for salaries. “Earlier,
uncooperative, especially with small e cuid access this money interest-free
and medium-sized enterprises. In some g, a2 days. Now, we are being charged
cases, it's worse than neglect — it's active
truction,” he said.
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Concerns rise as unemployment,
poor people increase

Staff Correspondent

SPEAKERS at an open-fo-
rum discussion on Saturday
expressed concerns over the
rise in unemployment rates
and numbers of people Liv-
Ing under the poverty line in
the country.

Their concerns were ex-
pressed at an event titled
‘Democratic reconstruction
on youth employment' or-
ganised by the Centre for
Governance Studies at the
CIRDAP auditorium in the
capital, said a press release.

Centre for Governance
Studies president Zillur

Rahman, moderating the

event, said that one-third®

of Bangladesh's popula-
tion were young and a good
many of them were educat-
ed, but at the same time, a
large number of them were
not employed.

Bangladesh Chamber of
Industries president Anwar-
ul Alam Chowdhury said
that mob culture and po-
litical culture posed serious
challenges at present.

‘We have no long-term
plan to address the energy
crisis, while industries say
they lacked skilled human
resources.’

Economist Mohammed
Parvez Imdad said that when
employment increased, in-
equality decreased.

‘It is the government's re-
sponsibility to create jobs,
but in many cases the pri-
vate sector also has a sig-
nificant role to play,’ he said,
adding that overseas em-
ployment and ready-made
garments, the two mainstays
of the country's economy
were not sufficient at all,

The economist also em-
phasised reducing the digi-
tal divide and developing
sectors based on latest tech-
nologies.

q

Jahangirnagar University
vice chancellor Mohammad
Kamrul Ahsan said, ‘Sta-
tistics show a lack of jobs,
but reality shows a lack of
skilled performance... We
are producing many gradu-
ates, but we are not thinking
about where we are sending
them.'

He emphasised adapting
educational curriculum to
the needs of future employ-
ment centred on technologi-
cal development, artificial
intelligence and robotics.

Dhaka University pro-
vice chancellor for admin-
istration Sayema Haque

Bidisha, Communist Party
of Bangladesh general secre-
tary Ruhin Hossain Prince,
Gono Odhikar Parishad gen-
eral secretary Rashed Khan,
Dhaka University professor
Samina Lutfa, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party member
of media cell Mahmuda Ha-
biba, Rashiro Sangskar An-
dolon Didarul coordinator
Alam Bhuiyan, CGS execu-
tive director Parvez Karim
Abbasi, Supreme Court law-
yer Barrister Shihab Uddin
Khan, and National Citizens'
Party central joint convener
Sarwar Tusher also spoke at
the event.
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Protect our migrants
from trathicking
networks

Dismantle the gangs, ensure
legal labour migration

It is deeply disturbing that our aspiring migrant workers are
being subjected to brutal exploitation along illegal migration
routes to Europe. According to a report in this daily, traffickers
lure young men with promises of well-paid jobs in Greece, only
to trap them in a vicious cycle of torture, extortion, and near-
death experiences in transit countries such as Libya.

The ordeal of Akbar Samrat, a 25-year-old electrician from
Chandpur, exposes the unimaginable cruelty faced by many of
our migrants. After selling his property and borrowing heavily,
Akbar paid Tk 15 lakh to traffickers who promised him work
in Greece. Instead, he was smuggled through Dubai and Egypt
to Libya, where armed gangs detained him, subjected him to
horrific torture, and demanded ransom from his family. Even
after his family paid Tk 11 lakh under duress, his suffering did
not end. Akbar spent weeks in captivity before finally being
rescued with the help of the International Organization for
Migration and returned home.

Investigations by the CID's Trafficking in Human Being

8

;Ba'ﬁu ,‘Bhn-

......

netw orl\ m[h in a year, w1rh trafﬁtkerb extracting an estlmated
Tk 3.5 crore from hopeful migrants. The syndicate operated
with chilling efficiency, maintaining contacts in Libya and
Greece, extorting families through multiple bank accounts,
and sending victims on perilous Mediterranean boat journeys
after ransom payments. While some reached Europe, many
perished at sea. It was also reported earlier how our migrants
who legally travelled ro Russia with work visas were coerced
into joining the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. These disturbing
trends reflect the deep laws in our migration system and
the pervasive networks of traffickers who prey on vulnerable
workers. The fact that Bangladeshis now rank highest
among nationalities attempting to enter Europe illegally via
the Mediterranean, with numbers rising sharply this vear,
underscores the gravity of the crisis.

We urge the government to treat illegal migration and
human tratficking as a national emergency. Law enforcement
agencies must dismantle trafficking networks in their entirety,
trace financial flows, and pursue collaborators both at home
and abroad. Meanwhile, targeted awareness campaigns are
essential in high-risk regions such as Madaripur-Shariatpur,
Sylhet Sunamganj, and Narsingdi-Bhairab, where traffickers
are most active. It is equally vital for the government to expand
legal pathways for migration, so that desperate individuals are
not forced into the hands of traffickers. Stronger coordination
with international partners, including transit and destination
countries, is also crucial to protect our migrants, bring
those trapped in foreign countries home, and prosecute the
traffickers. v
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Workplace deaths

soar in 2025, as safety
situation worsens

FE REPORT

Workplace safety situation worsened sharply
in 2025, with at least 1,190 workers died and
222 were injured in job-related accidents
across the country, according to a new report
released on Tuesday.

The death toll marked a significant rise from
2024, when 905 workers died and 218 were
injured. The increase of 285 fatalities in a sin-
gle year points to deep and unresolved prob-
lems in how workplace safety is managed.

The findings were revealed in anannual moni-
toring report of the Bangladesh Occupational
safety, Health and Environment (OSHE)
Foundation. The report was unveiled at a press
conference at the Dhaka Reporters Unity.
OSHE Foundation said the report has been
prepared with information from national and

local newspapers, electronic and online media,

trade union sources, and verified field-level
data collected by the organisation.

One of the most disturbing findings Is the
fatality rate itself. More than eight out of every
ten reported workplace accidents in 2025
ended in death. This suggests that when acci-
dents happen, workers often do not survive
them. The report links this to weak preventive
safety systems, delayed rescue efforts, and
limited access to emergency medical care.
The report also shows that most accidents
occurred in the informal sectors, Around 84
per cent of workplace accidents took place in
the jobs that are outside effective labour law
coverage.

OSHE Foundation described this as the single
biggest structural challenge to improving
workplace safety, warning that meaningful
progress would remain difficult unless infor-
mal workers are brought under labour law

enforcement and social protection schemes.
As in previous years, transport sector recorded
the highest number of accidents. It was fol-

‘lowed by industrial and manufacturing sector,

service sector, agriculture, and construction
and infrastructure. Jobs involving long hours;
heavy machinery, high mebility, and informal
employment were found to be especially risky.
Road accidents were the leading cause of
workplace deaths, followed by electrocution,
falls from height, fires and explosions, light-
ning strikes, and incidents of violence and
harassment. The report noted that most of
these accidents could be prevented with basic
safety planning and supervision.
OSHE Foundation placed several recommen-
dations. These included strengthening labour
inspections, forming safety committees at
workplaces with workers' participation,
ensuring minimum compensation for families
of the dead workers, conducting regular safety
audits in high-risk sectors, creating a govern-
ment-run national database on workplace
accidents, and extending social protection to
informal sector workers affected by accidents.
Without serious attention to workplace safety,
OSHE Foundation warned, it would be difficult
to protect workers' lives, sustain productivity,
or support long-term development. The
organisation stressed that preventing acci-
dents must be prioritised over responding to
them after the damage is done.
newsmanjasi@amail.com
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El}dmg the plight of female mh' 1@, ’_' ks e mﬁn?
migrant workers o g b g

The sufferings of the Bangladeshi female migrant workers abroad,and the Hlf‘;?ﬁﬂﬁ% G- 1: mﬁﬁmﬂmfg‘::ﬁ@ &
social isolation and depression many face on their return home, often hit the ©= ' =
Zoma & fatere | «ft Fifoe 3@ v wRayee faffe

headlines and evoke widespread public concern. Driven by the hope of
entering the workforce, improving their economic condition, many poor 79 TR0 &<t 91 @ TS (G Aegfed e |

women seek domestic work overseas. Too often, however, their dreams turn =107 Tt cu fra=reiZieeTs (@ 0sf 2ate, Cib! 2T
into nightmares. Physical atrocity combined with constant mental torture 711§ @843 Faeices |

pushes them into such desperate circumstances that many are ultimately ST S YN R FE FY WA 4R FALE, 7
forced to return home. The scale of this crisis is overwhelming. According to  g2™ifeara w3l siasiaa sifew g Ar2afa Fbewras
a BRAC report, about half a million Bangladeshi migrant workers have (&) Ffnbren =5 5% om v SRAR! (LS 1 Fim

returned over the past six years after facing various forms of mistreatment 5w @i #a1 = | weo ity sie-NER=AeE TEH e Tswre
and hardship. Among them, 67,199 women suffered sexual and physical (s s e @ g T eneR A clew 23) «
abuse. Consequently, the number of outbound female migrant workers has 5w m-oifémt 32 T (2@ 0T | T 38-9% SHATS
plummeted. While more than 100,000 women sought work abroad annually sz s ztass, ol wauma> s ga3 wend) fof &1

adecade ago, that figure has since been cut in half. e, @b CAEa (5 TS (@ b TS AEt 1 @

For those who do return, the trauma rarely ends at the airport. On their I TSI SO B, S G N TGS, S8 WA (4F
return home, many shared their harrowing experiences abroad. In their TS TR AR HGHT TR NS fors 709 |

desperation to find work, they had gone overseas by borrowing large sums of T eS| T @@ ARTEIIEa e ST 45aE S
money or selling whatever little property they owned. On return, many —_ W G e e sy gy W, St Al

discover that they have lost everything, sometimes even their families as B s i S
some are not accepted by their husbands or in-laws, While the authorities IR "W@m‘lﬁgﬁﬁa LI, Eizl:%as W @ TN A
concerned have done little to protect the rights of these hapless workers GG TR 3 IR i&ﬂhﬁ W] IS A=W
abroad, they have also failed to ensure the support necessary for their ST oS TGS ST fr (A e (L U
reintegration into their families. RGT! T | e S WL eE! YR FITOR A FATE
Against this backdrop, speakers at a roundtable discussion organised by UN (101 (et co1iBl feasesa wife wrerar o s il
Women and Prothom Alo highlighted the need for sustainable reintegration ©<C® %3 F21% 51407 W04 feraetar fAcg Srem (efs ==l
of returnee female workers into their Biey 5 A1 oz HewiEe ST S o | S 8,

families with due attention to gender (7% 9wds fraviin wae 99 © WIE T4 G | YA FeEiAl

” sensitivity. They called for the T afers mfa wfaemf Frozman smfeer fFksmes
Sending skilled workers implementation of various seperreiF etferarafa AT IS 418 © SawKE MR |
Fofaas cantly programmes through coordinated a1 STl S Y HE CATTEE SRMIg TR
VU st SR S efforts by government and non- T ST SIS 9T IS TR e S S g 6
reduce the vulnerabilities gf,’:”";";f"t Orsanisatic;rtlls‘. Ona oTETE 7 Z6TIE Hebe SiatvTal g eia Sravt oofa
. . thorough assessment of these Frare | faaralba Sferr, voen utem e St s wes
associated with unregulated  women's skills, employment m%, i W st e | 518 21T T T
domestic worlk  °PPortunities for them should be A SIS @ A (UL W 4fArH (Re b il
: created and thus their economic e | BT T STITS A A SPRITY 3 SR ST (O

solvency will help their reintegration WA, e TR T BT S T B B g

into mainstream society. It is
imperative that the authorities develop gender-responsive migration -gblacl K ik Wmﬁ’a"m AR, Ao
policies to protect the rights of female migrant workers and take meaningful I et il m’ S PRI ASHS T2
action to improve their lives upon their return. These vulnerable women TSR TG A, TR TR A T | AR < T
require comprehensive medical care, psychological support and financial TR G 4, sAa e i sas A
assistance to recover from their traumatic experiences. TEAT STSH HeHR [HTbLae Sl (HEEE YRS (AT

Furthermore, the government must ensure that the migration process e Afafeion yemm Safe 512Ul worEE | wwe!
becomes more sustainable and secure. Rather than facﬁitatfng‘:he FEWALS WT WITE *ffarEion Safdre AW ey s
migration of unskilled workers to traditional destinations in the Middle zra | e o efietes ceue Sig S TS RS 20
East as domestic helps, the authorities should prioritise training for W HEETE] (IS G® SLE F< HA0I SEAIER [FEE T
aspiring migrants and explore opportunities in other prospective countries. =fZapsE Aife waesy a0 231 9y s wfeam @ o meE
Experts at the roundtable noted that there is a high demand for skilled T, GG TS o (Gl Wi | Sy FE (BT S AE
workers in the caregiving and garment sectors in countries such as Japan,  =—wemi8! & wdieg Sowr SEaES o8 91 fts 24
Hong Kong and Jordan. Bangladesh can readily train aspiring female TR WA Fargls Ew e, SeRie A e
migrant workers for these sectors. Sending skilled workers abroad can 1fe frfiss w1 2T wegfes weEls oS Stk

significantly reduce the vulnerabilities associated with unregulated
domestic work. That said, foreign missions also need to take pro-active
measures so that migrant workers can report abuse and the authorities
concerned should respond promptly. Overall, the structural vulnerabilities
faced by Bangladeshi women throughout the migration process must be
addressed to replace a cycle of exploitation with a system of dignity and
protection.
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REFORM - DHAKA

REYAD HOSSAIN

Some major recommendations of the
Labour Reform Commission have
been implemented over the past
eight months since the commission
submitted its report, but several pro-
posals are yet to be acted upon.

According to those concerned,
amendments to the Labour Act, a
shorter wage review cycle, meas-
ures to improve workplace safety,
and steps to simplify the formation
of trade unions have already been
introduced.

The government has also ratified
three international conventions, in-
cluding the ILO Convention 190 on
preventing violence and sexual har-
assment at the workplace.

In addition, some informal sec-
tors, such as domestic workers, have
been brought under the Labour Act,
2006, and factory workers are also
expected to receive benefits under
the law.

However, many key recommen-
dations remain unimplemented.

“These include reforming the mini-
mum wage structure, fixing a nation-
al minimum wage based on the con-
cept of a “living wage”, extending
maternity leave to six months, and
quickly reviewing and witbd:awmg
criminal cases filed against partlci
pants in labour movements.
Recommendations to increase the
capacity of Labour Courts, introduce
penal provisions against forced la-
bour, align working hours and over-

time with international standards,
and abolish the practice of hiring
workers on an outsourcing basis for
permanent jobs have also not been
implemented.

Some proposals, stakeholders
said, have only been partially car-
ried out.

Syad Sultan Uddin Ahmed, chair-
man of the Labour Reform Commis-
sion, said much more could have been
achieved since the commission submit-
ted its recommendations on April 21,

“The recommendations we made
are implementable, They have not
been implemented to the desired ex-
tent. Whatever
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future of RMG labour

Shahenoor Akther Urmi

N BANGLADESH, the collapse of
I Rana Plaza in 2013 is remembered as
a black day, and the tragedy contin-
ues to haunt those wha survived it. Be-

fore engaging with the study of human -

ts, I too viewed the colla
o s Stalteopti vt
building that should never have housed
factories. Over time, however, my un-

ness and human rights made it impossi-

ble to see Rana Plaza as a mere accident,

It was, instead, a brutal manifestation of

;mﬁ( prgrl hu?;anlﬁe,
was tsed over

and where poor workers, most of them

wm.wmmmdmu but

the Alliance for
Safety. Yet despite these
grdwmfmnmmm

a widening between inter
national legal and the

. The recent

ﬁmkﬂy[ﬂmﬁmﬂhﬁﬂr
uﬂmmﬂannhtznmahduhs&
terim government opened a critl
window for reform. However, whether
‘these commitments tramlats into real

chnnpdapandsnnhuw globd

pmhcﬂou. Unuqunl

ﬁﬂnﬂ policies and the continued

erance of opaque subcontracting

cited as

mhhind bour vio-

lations and industrial disasters in the
sector.

Rana Plaza also exposed long-stand-

ing weaknesses within the domestic
environment. Al

e i v e s |

enforcement mechanisms were per-

FbrAdm:mn-

. htlzmduhyndmd&aquenﬂyfallshnrl

:Istmtlywunkandinmnympects

fundamentally, workers’ d)i.l.l.ty to act
as their own monitors has been system-
atically undermined. Freedom of asso-
clation, as guaranteed under Interna-
tional Labour tion convention

While rhetorical support for

- reform is often expressed, meaning-

ful

compliance with International

high-risk labour model that prioritises
comy over worker

the ot
'mthumm sive pressure with-
Bangladesh's supply chain ecosys-
wmhnutsa in Dhaka or in Ex-
port Zones. It originates in
to the  of major Western
brands. G practices driven

by fast fashion and relentless

competition have left mﬂﬁ

sup with llt'l:la

. an courts for

diﬁmﬂiundnﬂ:nm
condjlians Evidanm sh::;s that the
buyers has or declined, even
as demands for sustainability and com-
pliance continue to rise.
This reality exposes the limitations
of traditional Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility models. Voluntary com-

_mitments have repeatedly failed to

revent tragedies such as Rana Plaza
Endthe'l'hﬂm&sh!u:.lﬁmlnthis
Corporate Due
mm%mﬂm‘ e
Union's Corporate Sustainability Due

Diligence Directive represents a
cant regulatory shift. It requires
European Union and non

Union companies within the
European

market to i
and account for human
and environmental harms across

._uparations and value chains.

- The directive rests on three core ob-
ligations. First, it extends accountabil-
ity by civil liability in Europe-

lgal evecios o ot
creating avenues com -
tion that did not exist after Rana Plaza,
Second, it mandates value chain reme-
diation by requiring brands to assess
how their own pumhnning ]Jm

inclndhg
pnynmtmmu'ibuteto
humwithhtuppﬁnmmhm%kd
it requires m engagement
with affected stakeholders, ensuring
mntwgrm tmdaunimmdlabuur-
formally involved in E and
Mplmnmuuanofdundﬂismm
ures.

For Bangladesh, the importance of
the Corporate 8 Due Dili-

ustainability
gence Directive Hes in its mtial to
dmbmgﬂndmslwplmlgtda
sourcing garments from Bum
would no longer be able to

power, themselves from subcontracting prac-

ucnsormmmuwhummmhum

:;ﬂwuuldbalagnﬂywmpﬂled to

complete supply chains, in-

hagnte human rights considerations

into pricing decisions and ensure that
orders do not foster labour

or environmental harm. In sense,
thadhucﬁveoffmaahiftﬂvml!ﬂn
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"LAW LETTER

Labour Law (n" men
Ordinanceand Due Diligence

'I‘he notion of human rights due
dihgelme (HRDD) is a structured
method, which state and nonstate
actors have to apply to identify,
prevent, mitigate, and account for
adverse human rights impacts arising
from their actions. Needless to say, an
important aspect of HRDD is labour
rights.

The United Nations Guiding
Principles on Business and Human
Rights  (UNGPs), which  were
unanimously adopted by the UN
Human Righv; Councilin 2011, has been
the starting point of this recognising
this obligation. In this age where private -
entities have immense influence,
the UNGPs recognise the lmportant

responsibility that nonstate entities Prin

have in protecting human rights. The
OECD Human Rights Due Diligence
Guidance further operationalises
these principles by providing extensive,
industry-neutral guidance to help
business entities implement HRDD in
their business operations,

As a growing practice, several
jurisdictions have made HRDD a legally
binding obligation. For instance, the
Duty of Vigilance Law, 2017 of France
and the Supply Chain Act, 2023 of
Germany, impose mandatory HRDD
obligations. Bangladesh, oo, has an
important role to play here as it is a
major manufacturing hub, especially
in the RMG sector. The Labour
(Amendment) Ordinance 2025 (the
“Ordinance”) addresses many of the
gaps that existed in our legal framework
and aligns domestic law more closely
with international HRDD standards.
While the amendment is primarily a
labour reform, it strengthens the legal

environment in ‘which HRDD can
operate effectively.
The Ordinance has introduced

significant reforms. ILO Conventions
Nos 87 and 98 identify freedom of
association as an enabling right,
essential o protect other labour rights.
Section 179 of the Act is amended (o
make trade union formation more
accessible by replacing the percentage-
based threshold with a fixed minimum
threshold of 20 workers, subject to
proportionate increases for larger
establishments.

Maternity leave is extended from

1iZ to 120 days by amending section 46
of the Act. Moreover, instead of treating
sexual harassment as an indiv idual
criminal offence, the Ordinance has
addressed it through an organisational
accountability framework with
the requirement of establishing a
complaint committee with female
tation. It has also introduced
a detailed definition through the
insertion of sub-section 52A under
section 2 of the Act, covering thirteen
forms of sexual harassment. :I'he
Ordinance has also introduced sections
345A to 3458 in the Act prohibiting
discrimination based on race, gender,
religion, etc. These changes reflect the
ciples found in ILO Convention 190
and the UN Women GAIA Principles.

Moreover, the Amendment has
extended protection to certain types
of workers who were prmousl} not
protected, eg, domestic workers. In line
with the UNGPs principles 26 to 31 on
accessible, timely, and effective remedies,
the 2025 amendment has established a
three-tier remedy infrastructure, namely
workplace complaint committees, and
grievance redressal.

The Ordinance has further amended
section 195 of the Act to prohibit worker
blacklisting and bar the employers
from preparing and maintaining a list
or database of workers ineligible for
re-employment after termination for
any other reason. It has also prohibited
employers from undermining trade
unions, such as influencing formation,
manipulating leadership, or dismissing
union members, aiming to correct
power imbalances.

In a nutshell, the Labour Ordinance
has brought many changes that align on
paper with international standards. In
practice, these changes must be strictly
put in play for us to reap the benefits.

Fairuz Islam

Studies law at Bangladesh University
of Professionals and works at Ergo
Legal Counsel.
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Migration to Japan jumps nearly threefold

amid push for lucrative labour market

LABOUR - BANGLADESH

ABUL KASHEM AND KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

Shortage of skilled workers
leaves Bangladesh behind
competitors

Bangladesh’s labour migration to Japan has
surged nearly threefold this year, driven by
the government’s push to secure a stronger
footholdin one of the world’s most competi-
tive foreign labour markets.

About 10,000 Bangladeshis have trav-
elled to Japan so far this year on job visas or
as language-course students who hecome
eligible for work within a year, according
to a letter the Ministry of Expatriates’ Wel-
fare and Overseas Employment sent to the
Finance Division on 20 November,

The number stood at 3,574 in 2024, while
over 5,000 travelled in each of the two pre-
ceding years. The ministry said recruitment
is likely to rise further next year, with poten-
tial for exponential growth.

The letter was circulated across several
ministries seeking urgent administrative
support to manage the demand, following
Senior Secretary Neyamat Ullah Bhuiyan’s
return from a recent visit to Japan. His trip
resulted in the signing of 40 new agree-
ments with Japanese employers to hire
Bangladeshi workers.

The momentum follows Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus' visit to Tokyo in May.
Two major MoUs were signed during the
chief adviser’s visit to formalise labour mi-
gration between the two countries, setting a
target of sending 100,000 workers over the
next five years.

—

Meanwhile, more than 13,000 Bangla-
deshis are scheduled to sit the Japanese lan-
guage proficiency test this December, and
the ministry plans to double the number of
examinees by mid-2o026.

Enrolment in language courses has risen
sharply, reflecting growing interest among
prospective migrants and an increasing lev-
el of preparedness, the letter notes.

It said Japan is closely monitoring Bang-
ladesh's readiness, and a convincing show
of preparation could lead to a rapid expan-
sion in recruitment across several job cat-
egories from next year.

“The MoUs expand the recruitment pipe-
line even though they do not specify worker
numbers,"” said Md Shahidul Islam Chowd-
hury, head of the Japan Cell at the Expatri-
ates’ Welfare Ministry.

He told The Business Standard that
many travelling as students are effectively
jobseekers who start work after completing

Taﬁlnﬂghtsby’PW o

135,000

a one-year language course, which is why
they are counted as job placements.

BMET seeks Jica support
The Bureau of Manpower, Employment and
Training (BMET) has submitted a Tk1,500 crore
project proposal seeking Jica's support to
build a dedicated skilled workforce for Japan.
A senior BMET official told The Business
Standard that the Economic Relations Divi-
sion has begun discussions witl Jica, and
the proposal is under review.

Japan cell at ministry,
manpower at mission
To support the expanding labour pipeline,
the government has established a dedicated
Japan Cell at the ministry while strengthen-
ing staffing at the Labour Wing of the Bang-
ladesh Embassy in Tokyo.

The letter said the initiative is being over-
seen by the Chief Adviser's Office throngh
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his Special Envoy for International Affairs,|
Lutfey Siddigi, who has been tasked with
driving market expansion in Japan.

Despite the recent momentum, a short-
age of skilled workers remains the central
barrier to accessing the Japanese market.

Ministry officials said they are working toi

expand the pool of trained manpower, but
migration experts argue the response must
be faster and more effective.

Language skills hold back Bangladeshis
Sector insiders said a shortage of skilled
workers is the main reason DBangladesh
continues to trail its competitors. Nepal

sent 56,707 workers to Japan last year,|

while Bangladesh managed just 3,574,
roughly sixteen times fewer. The gap has
held steady, with Nepal sending more than
42,000 and 36,000 workers in 2022 and
2023, while Bangladesh sent just over 5,000
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FE REPORT

The country's readymade garment (RMG)
exports to the European Union (EU) recorded a
significant 19.67 per cent year-on-year
decline in October this year as the bloc's
averall apparel imports fell during the month.
According to Eurostat data published on
December 16, Bangladesh exported garment
items worth €1.40 billion in October this year,
down from €1,75 billion in October last year.
The EU's overall apparel imports in October
2025 declined by 14.55 per cent to €7.37
billion from €8.63 billien in the corresponding
month of 2024, according to Eurostat data.
Data analysis revealed that the country
recorded over 61 per cent growth in January
and kept maintaining momentum in February
and March with 26.64 per cent and 18.54 per
cent growth, respectively. Growth slowed
down in April to 5.97 per cent while witnessed
a negative growth of 10.92 per cent in May,
However, June witnessed a robust recovery as
total exports grew by 20.42 per cent followed
by a 6.87 per cent growth in July. August
recorded a contraction as EU imports from
‘Bangladesh fell by 7.73 per cent before a
temporary rebound of 15.66 per cent in
September.

Industry insiders said Bangladesh's garment
exports to its largest destination, the EU, have
been facing stiff competition as major
competitors-particularly China-is
significantly increasing its shipments there
especially after the imposition of new US

The bloc's apparel imports
decline by 14.55pc
during the month

tariff regime. China, Vietnam, Ca mbodia and
pakistan have gradually increased their
presence in the EU overa decade while the
trade race has intensified since new US tariff
regime came into effect, they said.

Talking to the FE, Fazlee Shamim Ehsan,
Executive President of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA), said that Bangladesh is facing
challenges in the EU where the economy is
undergoing difficulties whilem ajor competitors
like China have been focusing on that market
due to high US tariffs on China's goods.

He said China is expanding its share on the EU
market aggressively by offering 'much lower
prices' to buyers to offset US market-share
decline. However, Bangladesh's total garment
exports from January to October this year
sustained 9.45 per cent growth to fetch
€16.67 billion, up from €15.23 billion in the
corresponding period of 2024. ;

China recorded 7.15 per cent growth during
the first ten months of 2025 and fetched
€22.24 billion. india fetched €4.01 billion
marking 8.83 per cent growth during the
period, while Cambodia posteda partic_ula rly
strong perfonnance,with exports surging to

€3.73 billion recording 16.15 per cent growth.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Sramik-Karmachari Oikya Parishad brings out a torch procession in front of Jatiya Press Club on Topkhana Road in Dhaka yesterday, protesting
a gomment to lease out seveml port terminals to foreign operators. § PHOTD: STAR
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sorg Ohipbreaking
" workers demand

Tk36,000 minimum
monthly wage

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Around 8,000 workers
are directly employed
in the sector

el (A SSBT AvAE SRR T o 59 RUEE FAE ‘

The Shipbreaking Workers Trade
Union Forum has demanded that
the minimum monthly wage for
Grade-4 shipbreaking workers be
set at Tk36,000.

Speaking at a press conference
at the Chattogram Press Chib ves-
terday, forum leaders expressed
deep frustration over the govern-
ment-mandated minimum wage of
Tki6,000 set in 2018, which has not
been implemented by employers
even after eight years.

Despite repeated peaceful pro-
tests and complaints to the La-
bour Inspection Department, the
demand has largely been ignored,
they said.

Forum Convener Tapan Dutta,
in a written statement, argued that
considering the essential expenses of
a five-member worker family includ-
ing food, housing, education, health-
care, risk allowance, transportation,
and future security, any lower wage
is neither realistic nor humane.

He further noted that this de-
mand is fully consistent with the
constitutional rights of workers,
Section 141 of the Labour Act 2006,
and International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) Convention 131 stanidards.

The forum also called for wage
increases for other grades and pro-
posed that trainees be included in
Grade-4

after completing three months of training,

During the press briefing, forum leaders accused some
employers of forcing workers to work 12 hours daily.

The speakers highlighted Bangladesh’s position
as the world’'s leading shipbreaking country, noting
that the industry supplies a significant portion of the
nation's scrap iron for construction and contributes
roughly 0.5% to the national GDP. :

Approximately 8,000 workers are directly employed
in the sector, while over 1,00,000 people rely on it
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Club in Dhaka on Wednesday. Report on page 3.
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The Garments Shramik Adhikar Andolan holds a protest rally, demanding justice for the brutal killing of readymade garment
worker Dipu Chandra Das in Mymensingh and compensation equivalent to his lifetime income, in front of the National Press
.— Focus Bangla photo
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SUNDAY 23.

ficking survivors, '
mnploymennsakeyme

that empovrer and protect wom-
en across all sectors, F: rlicipanis: also dis-
cussed how coﬂaboraﬁue efforts can ensure
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umas -Saiam Khan,

mentatiou " rsaldRa
{ laws and structured systems are essenu-si
to addmss them, " *
" Bangladesh should establish a nauonal
'u:lthcator to ensure that evew ferna]e work-

enin Ieadership = b T

The roundtable sewed D odur:hve
stepping stone towards' dlSCuSSIOI'L for a
common sha:ed nauonal ag
Ing Banglad v

loyers ar ely in- There aré not enough inspectors, follow-ups
vulved in the process.. onflicts of interest are fn-egula: and a change in mindset is still
are natural in any workplace; that is why needed to fully realise these goals,
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e operate a diverse business
. : 3
{(covering fcha_'rﬂ
- ages), :

CyTEanein ey -UVELY €nEAS!
brision-making and problem-solving.
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