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¥ agricultural workers sun-drying paddy at the Hatchery intersection in Kiuina’s Dumuria upazila. Men and women from nearby areas work here
aily during the Aman harvest, eamning Tk 5 per maund pius 300 grams each of rice and khud for parboiling, drying and breaking paddy. A team
of 12 to 14 workers can process about 200 maunds in three to four days. The photo was taken on Friday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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Speakers urge political parties to include

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday urged all
political parties toinclude clear commitments
in their election manifesios [0 ensure
women’s equal rights in family inheritance,
land ownership, agricultural resources, and
access 1o natural resources.
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" They called for revising the current land £

allocation pelicy to remove discriminatory
conditions, such as requiring widows or
divorced women to have adult sons to qualily
for khas (state-owned) land.

Participanits  also demanded  priority
allocation of agriculiural khas land to
landless women and indigenous families.

The event, titled “Women's, Rights to
fand, Agriculture, and All Natural Resources
and Property: The Role of Government
and Civil Society,” was jointly organised
by the Association for Land Reform and
Development (ALRD) and Stand for Her Land
(S4HL) at the CIRDAP auditorium in Phaka.

Keynote speaker Rowshan Jahan Moni,

* ‘deputy executive director of ALRD, urged
political parties to reform family laws and
ensure equal inheritance rights for women of
all religions, ethnicities, and social groups.
She called for legal safeguards for women of
diverse gender identities and the mandatory

inclusion of women'’s names in land records,
She proposed quotas for women in smart
agriculture cards and local databases,

climate resilient  agricultural  training,

'Pledge equal inheritance,
_land rights for women

women’s rights in election manifestos

disaster compensation funds, recognition of
women fishers with ID cards, and protection
for women dependent on forest resources.

She also highlighted the need for [fair
wages and land rights for tea garden workers,
welfare for their families, and support for
female-headed households affected by climate
change. She urged mandatory inclusion
of women in local disaster management
comimitlees.

Shireen Hug, chief of the Women's Alfairs
Reform Commission, said with clections
approaching, November is a crucial time o
push for inclusion of women's demands in
party manifestos.

Tamanna Singh Baraik from Sreemangal
highlighted inhumane wages for tea garden
workers, saying women are paid less due 0
underreporting of plucked leal weights and
that many have been landless for over 200
years. She stressed including these issues in
clection manifestos.

Jayanti Rani Mandal from Satkhira said
Dalit women, being the most marginalised,
must have their rights guaranteed and called
for their representation in the upcoming
election.

Falguni Tripura, general secretary of
Bangladesh Indigenous Women's Network,

= —eseCarning 1
president of Bangladesh
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said indigenous women's
shops and farms are often
attacked. She emphasised
that how political parties
address the safety of
indigenous women  will
determine women's overall
progress in Bangladesh.
Senior journalist Sohrab
Hassan  criticised  the
government and political
parties for failing to act
on women'’s rights, saving
women, who make up
nearly 51 percent of the
population, should have

—

o e B e, E-STE TR R
fiara s1 R TS oS orew e
Frfear afprs s ya e ownership of 51 percent
(?{Tﬁ'fcﬂtﬁmmmzﬁwmﬂﬁf of the country's natural
i FTaATEE SR FRUNE TROHH TESOUTCES. :

i5 fm W@ @ o) vwem e Ferdousi Sultana,
ofsoirs i o T, SEUAE 2F member of the Women's
e ST e S wWER e Reform Commission, said
fiRea | TTT O% ST T vHA 9% @) tea  workers  receive Tk
R TFesd WY ArEs el wifig 570 a day, but Tk 400 is
(XIS, e 18 Feeorm weg e A deducted for housing and
ey T e | medical services. She called
o AT e e, “aTE oo (e afe | 9y for  advocacy to ensure
TRhTe P9 e | 4R (o5 (W% 1Y, these services are actually

o TE | v @, AgA @irag w0 provided and urged the .
T ¢ Slfome) WA o A government  to  allow

landless women to lease
small ponds for livelihood.
Dr Fawzia Moslem,

o¢ L

Mahila Parishad, said rural
women’s contributions
Lo agriculture and
family  labour  remain
unrecognised,  depriving
them of equal rights 1o
education, healthcare, food,
and social recognition.
Shamsul Huda,
executive  director  of
ALRD, said political
parties must include the
roundtable’s demands in
their manifestos and the
government must not
neglect its responsibilities.
He also criticised the
government-formed
CONSEnsus commission
for lacking women and
indigenous representation.
Presiding over the
discussion, rights activist
Khushi Kabir said women
must be equally considered
in all discussions on
natural resources. She
said indigenous women
in the  hills remain
particularly marginalised
and stressed the need to
continue advocacy despite
government inaction.




m SrEers frem

AT FAASE T SRR 4 TedtE ¢ P EETW T
SiFE | 0 ST ev ot A1 ws T Ao o FwE

m‘ﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmmwa@mwmm
(4TE (o NPT TR TG A | @S FR afiwR se w4 ol
= fam i e #E | _ .

S o A T S08¢ TR R MR AEA
Brorr oBey MTE B SEOH WHte 9% (DR
WWamw|ﬁq§feWwa@a
wieeE: e © TS T SOy A ¢ O (I T
g SR T TS el WS (GeNHTS (A9eEfe) ¢ FTe
2 (53 TS FTEA Qi | 4TS ooy S s s 9
T, BT T (92 TS AR, AT T |

2% B WA GTRES AR F5% T

i | Ffl 2w, e ol @ Ao SRR B0 I FE 4
o forgmet o1 1 | e wid SRR ST (PEe IRARE T W 3
ol | o AR SERAT WEAR (AT, A A Fee aur
Senl T AT | SR S (I AR S R S
s P oS W, W SRR e B, FeRE e,
fafirs Steafig @ 34 (RIEER T, AR [REES T9EE S
R T, TRt SR A Ehegs AR Frie
FIg fiofal e ety fdiEl wfavers I & |

B T (W S wifwardlt A HE 2

T, ST g o e e U Tl W (R

T WIE YRS HEE g oA A1 | T el 3! o
(EFH—Te A s Wi W (TS W FOH
Ao FAE? PR TS (e i ARER T I, S
arEAE W iR T s ten #ie i
T | A TR T, % Aol TR W et
21 < & BT (T | B, TR (e AT, A A Y
s TEe T e, fofeewl, T ¢ Faren s | 918 @
oA 479! e “ifFe, CriTE A (weITS 374 T
e ST 0, AT S (RS Y el e W TR
i ofR i & (ar PR Wi SOEE 0 WA | HEE @
] T R S, BT T & s efefifies S
T | B oA T, SR Al e e
T TS TR TR S G & 3 s W | Sl
FrdoIR IR RaoTe! T FaTATee el SToTd SR, CifbR ¥
75 o | (AT T 40, S bl MfEE E (AE ¢do B
T LS TS (7971 T Y40 5 | 9 8oo Brer WA 8 BT
T CFL6 (ST ET |
CATZEIE T A, SR TS v e A e HeE
5 S 2ferwA oW1 are, e gretafes wee R e
T e O I T | Terefen I O Sl O,
e HA- BOE S Wi, e Sage s
R 1A TASiTES (4TFE | ATAAE SR e
ﬂwmmwemﬂﬁﬁawme
A | S —

2T

TR BRI TSI N ToTB

forery eferawe w

we & efiyem SomEl wfaw WYEN
o,  woTEaTEm S-S,
“{fawn & TTa =aa difediE Tgferee
: WeTy WEE WA GAG
e mﬁﬁ
e AT @Y 2T o
e farasT w48 WS wW | APt
Agfes AGATM AR € e
srofes gowe Afss s = |
ST HSE TSR 9T (RO TS
‘crey fewE SEE FA@REE SR
FATBEAT (BLEH TN o3¢ TS
Traie I S e g e
G _TEA |
I ¥4 FFOIETT ElEArEe €
101 ) s T o L 11 O | [l
(2T AT @ WO WA
FIE |
e cofSrm =5 weT & W, feT 6
AT e ol 0T, W TS Fa
rifam) Teoime TA0EH G4 T

SI5(E 7T | 8 Te O WA ATl AT

ST QUTAT TYRY Y M= A

TR WA 90, FETACTE 3 A b
ToE bye IfaEnfutE A s
AT G TS SAcannd W WEE
s Te WA TYES  NETTH
QU TUAYSTR A T AT | A
SAFUTHANE TEA 6 WeS e e
FFET A AP, I8 T TR HiEE
W, ¥ TR e ¢ Ae Tl
AT (rAmTENT  ASAE  FAE |
Wy e 4 sifaewm aw w0
wWaE @7 (NER SoaT aff e
TN WE AN Brwite BRI
e | @R B wikeen wRe @
TTerd I 2 T

Bl : JEEE 0 FIEF 3893
Dhaka : Wednesday 5 November 2025

e wdEes gem sEEelE g T

afiar | s fig e o I o, fT e
WY WTeE WWA AT (A

1 qeES AWCA TTE ST QU TG BTG |
13 = T T ale FereEm T
Froraw 79 99 T TR GNRS, TP s




ooy <pler

DI PIE- AT

PR ¢ LSS 203 |

ST TS T
| [Blalible] BiEblas Ziellle [Elaliths]
BBl | 1bllle Sl @it 1S lalils biicle Tlkilpe
el 3185 hatle-|Blle Bk ‘BiE Sl g0l
Jebalis2le Bladlecd lolbie], | b1% Glis) Blake] Dl
Blllell> B ®i6: bI6 Bl 503 ledlls|b BLiSIE
e
| lzBllets Sjpllk Eolubia
_Eﬁ?m&&wﬁmwm lie B 3% lafld llalBls
| Bl 400 |dfEb (B Gllp BLIGHE b5
[Slslisioisle ‘Gslploullesg BIS Lellle Gl Eib
kile Blalbblleln ‘i Bl B Bl kst
! Ellle 203 2|3) Ebhid
BlalRlillelnt Ulolile) (148 Bl BIRGRIRE 288
ka5 ZF—|allZZ UslleBlls & Blike l)Flad> |laEk)
lle) Bleibelel) llo-lBlie UGS Stdnls] Ui5W
{Lilfzle boliele Zeb0ld [babl0im) BElIed B Lol BbBlle
_ | Gl EIE L) Bloble
(1 IlEAE e Slalklle BIR QISR Bkl Sl
Bl 3k 3 Lty oAl wiellily e BiEle
| bl 2% |alt)E BIEl il
Ileb-i20lsld leln@lle R 2G| Bl BB BIE)
| @ydelens debballe 5 llalle] ‘latezle lele) Sloblalle
ISPk (Sl 1) Els) i) Blebblls | glagh
jeletelle 515, Q)57 350 Tits balbied [Blhe e SE0) [Blle
| Al Blapsiib 5
1Blolisle] Lelblin Bl lallghebblike & b@lic Ellslilie
Bleiz Slbl| MIGRIE ILbin) | bIa lelplbi
5 Bl B9 bRl Lbd lballe blad] bz
| @l I1blb) lalbdr @iafile] Lallaled blibb| RE
[ lalraile beitele: “[2gelezte GUE BiSlle |Blalbl BlalBled

Bnieble-{Blls Gisjibbl klnln. | leljnleisle & L bl
e [Baoys LUl it kel | Sl SR
il BlG. Q5 ‘b Bk Bl B Dllbb] )3k
| i3 7l aglh lowiple wpjia o klhbjln

| Rlalists) G Qb Blid SGJl| Alic) llelés)
lbe BAHIZ bblld Bl Bim bSl b i
| s Gllelis el 5ilekb) 36 | 235k

Bisilolle blale | Gl SBIbBIL lebd) bk
28] BBl MiGD Sl L kdbe il
o bbie |l B salld “lls

e beliete bobx) [Blls 3B ‘fols STV BTl
b [babhk Be il Ll Uelbh] | iz cld
ARG lllalietllls Blalild SeblDlelily) loldaa)
Bl @Jlkeia |05k BlSlalle) 35! | 1eBa)% Blbl
Bib)Eb Beblsliebin Sidhalil leiidia b kbl
Isbillslte) sbinflislic Sepllecils fodhlid B3l | Ll
Sk Ml BjlBEE Blblle B | B2 @kl 6k
bllade  Rlslill Dle—loghi-3 ledBQlA leifn
Sz degllabln | bis BlelBld Sleke) lelainay
T jeddlechlln. B Ml ledhdb b Bobislie
| lile bifle bepbBlle 217 |dia I5dh

Bigaglh 5 @il '|Bltllc B ladnleE | Biin
liellfnled |Plsllaboiablsle SEMM) Bladlells ik
labltn bl Bdalisd | i) bllYE llpbzle B
Rbelle Wbl [Blle bebd) Glfiebule Blle bl
lel) ks 2yl bk ST ELUGRS QSR
_ . | b1z RiFhl

i=ibb) BASE 5 20 [Ble 1% b bebBj
Bleebleliole 35 | 123 b laflla) Lalslly Elletefm Lebly

Bliciz] eklls Slalz Ghla Bl Blazl 3
Bllotets 5 BIEkb o [1% feb> |fslbs | B3fs) 125 UaBliy
Jdapla Zualte [Blhe. [Tt Zhsiined bislm Bluilisbll:
| ilta

lblielle FElsle B 19 LBl L il ‘B3
Ll gole blie | 1k 1B [alBliblk) 2ei]ls|a0ed
3B e [53 belbliele ZBIbAL tisltd ey | i@ Bliakd
BY Exladle BlljpbEle ' b ko Ekl.isls
bisllllic T RS BIB(E Blbla S0 elE iRl
lle B G |s|kiGje ZEE 1Bl bieh) B[l
| BORIbIT 12 Bladbli

Bl Gl 35 BIGSYE Bllbisleb)-Blbble (23
el sk IR Bl | DIE Glblh 1qllld BlbsiE
blzislle, a6 LEhe 4elF HkE Uk 205
L2z |5 blilfs lelle@ills RUBIGYE jlBls ki)
Thllelmiaile] Bllb3l% F0I) leilin Bb lluillssl
| s bebllks

lbe cuR1G Bffile 35 | LIBEE Dbl BUIShE S
Bliaba) blkelz| loc Blaliblle BZle, billslle B2l
L foRie loajxile, ° &5 Blzbaie (Bl ddle
| 15lalibte] Z4)5 'S bk Lilbls

st & 12 lallz) Bllslelis: Bl bals) |Blhe | 21501
BlalaiBlestn. |s)5/T Bl 5 |slblie bl il ‘2
Bl Dlejielie e 1Dlalbl) | G| Bl Qlibb]
bl ‘iiblls Gl i) |Siezalle | BT bib) bR
lollle laBlech Mlalble], bablis llle Febille: | laBld
ulaiiaie: llehy Qi) 1814 004 Bl 15 Bipk
Blpile 3b|5)F [GbR1D BORIEIT SR 5 fehin
ba | plasliete s5b ‘Bl kdre (b Biiw b laEinitn

his|Bls] &

=fiF harm
e PrbEs
23fme s

WTAE| & HIEW 3¢
FTgE 201 JE am
A AR TS e
e AiRaT =i

= FENA 3| O

S¢ g ey FIE
TR A=A

O &l A wfeen
el =iy Ffsee
A R W T
Ffbs oM « Bare
e W AT
TS T G

18 AR v o
e Rlem «
= T, AR

bracnietd

AT L TG

HOE T @E oy

g T ZCT J1 S Tt
F0T A A, TR ol ot

FIE T

Wﬂﬁﬁt@_ﬂmm
TR 8 e Qel ,
P e
f4H2orE ¢
fogereg
atfdraw

) loZledd floig B15|be

| DR Rl 8 | Blbleile

s bellele B{plbe [ldalQ Bo|linle: Blzle |belq
bolinls| ehita) el BRIIQ izl | BANRLS lallbin
Rleblple ki Bl Skl Bkl gl Sjskm
Biafbllslie) "bEalE Gfel-ind ‘miklills ‘el
@il kel BllbBlb)-Bllbble | blsle QS)E
Eislliele JuBlQils 5 i Bl kil Bdblln

— 99 |

LlzBllela. 5[2)Ik
Ballfia (Bl ‘b biol$)E (i
BlElks k& 215 LeBjab UlsliShs]
| 5l Gub) llBab (S sfslta
2 Bllleslis b MIWEE; 2
2le|sioullesd BIG L2l
R Bl kle BlelpblElR
e (Rl BISIA (Bl biodH

lellebez 2eb2IS)

P By

o |




A

T e

to emphasise that the tension between
labour and capital is not a series of
episodic confrontations but a single,
continuous dynamic — an enduring
process through which imbalance and
resistance coexist, evolve and redefine
each other.
Extending that logic to modern la-
bour, this article explores the dialectic
of dis — a continuous process in
economic growth sustains itself
an unequal relation-
%hm who create value
those who appropriate it. In Bang-
ladesh's ready-made garment indus-
try, this contradiction is lived daily:
millions of women generate immense
value for the economy yet remain .

in chronic .

it is structural, the li contradiction
between those who uce value and
those who extract it.

Profit and poverty here are two
faces of the same coin, The depriva-
tion of labour fuels the accumulation
of capital, and every reform — wheth-
er higher wages or stricter safety
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workers do not receive. The RMG
sector is & vivid laboratory of that
theory. Economists measure labour’s
share through the wage share of value
added — the of output -
that goes to workers after costs. The
rest becomes surplus value captured
by owners and brands. Approximate
figures reveal the imbalance: Bang-
ladesh — workers sarn $120-140 a
month, te = $500 in output —
labour = 27 per cent. Vietnam
— $250-280 wages, $600-650 output
—» share = 42 per cent.

— $200-220 wages, $500 output —
share = 42 per cent. India—$1560-180
wages, $450~500 output — share =
35 per cent. Bangladesh thus shows
one of the widest gaps between
productivity and reward, even though
its workers rank among Asia’s most
efficient. The data expose a deliberate
wage-suppression strategy — a race to
the bottom where low pay is marketed
as national competitiveness, Export
Bhaka. h i G
success, in effect; is subsidised by
invisible labour losses.

The injustice is also gendered.
Women dominate the factory floors
but occupy few supervisory roles,
Their burdens — factory shifts
followed by unpaid domestic labour
— turn survival into endurance. Low
wages push them into overcrowded
slums, malnutrition and health haz-
ards. Yet these women sustain both

their families and the nation's reserves,

it, The RMG sector exemplifies Each shipment leaving Chattogram

— the but
this

lion workers, 80-85 per cent of them
women, pOwer 's largest
export industry. Their labour sustains
foreign exchange reserves, yet their
welfare remains peripheral. Factories

port carries the invisible fingerprints
of fatigue, fear and unhealed wounds.
Many endure abuse silently, knowing
that protest can mean dismissal or
police batons. When unrest erupts, it
is not spontaneous chaos but accumu-

celebrate them as ‘export heroes’ while lated despair of suppressed humanity

subjecting them to long i
conditions, and pay that Covers
survival, tiveness on
chronic un yment is not efficien-
cy — it is institutionalised injustice. It
transfers welfare from women's
bodies to corporate lam
a system that survives by feeding on
its own contradictions, where global
ty and local poverty coexist

Marx’s notion of surplus value
— the unpaid portion of labour —

hours, unsafe demanding recognition as citizens, not

_disﬁabla labour.
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DIALECTICOFDISPARITY = =
Wage vs surplus value of
‘ sworkers

explaitis how profit arises from what

The present calm is therefore not
peace but pause — a brief window to
rebuild the industry on dignity rather
than renewed turmoil. Em
ment without dignity is hollow. Each
new factory may symbolise progress,
but every unpaid overtime or unsafe
dormitory signals regression. The
contradiction deepens: a nation that
exports bil!ium in garments imports
_despair in silence. It celebrates foreign
reserves while its workers cannot
reserve a single day of rest,

In recent months, this simm:
tension has burst into visible defiance.
Thousands of RMG workers — espe-
cially in Gazipur and Savar — have
taken to the streets, blocking highways
and demanding payment of arrears
and a minimum living wage of Tk
23,000 per month. Their current pay,
around Tk 12,000~13,000, barely
sustains food and rent. Despite the
goverrment's 20243 revision to 8113
a month, real remain eroded
by inflation, forcing families to skip
meals and share cramped rooms. Ar-
rests, factorv shutdowns and dismiss-
als fti:llluwad these protests, bufi their
persistence signals something deeper: -

the dialectic of disparity has reached

a new stage of resistance. The women
who once whispered grievances inside
factory gates now articulate them on
highways, transforming silent ex-
ploitation into collective voice. Their
demand is simple but profound — fair
value for their labour, not charity.

The interim government has
streamlined airport facilities for
expatriates and ths diaspora whose re-
mittances sustain domestic household
sonsumption and foreign reserves.
Meanwhile, workers in Export Pro-
cessing Zones enjoy a labour regime
that is virtually strike- and lockout-

plagued by low wages, long HouEs,
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I w a gendered reality:
‘women., " uulhuindjﬁpembie

to notice. Reparts by global rights

38§ organisations and the foreign press
' criticise western brands — particularly

in France and the EU — for
from Bangladesh's mﬁ;ﬁ
while preaching ethical sourcing.
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RMG Sustainability e o
Council expands ¥ S=r

mandate beyond e bae
g T

safety
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TheRMGSustainability Council(RSC),apermanent e ™" o s wy

safety monitoring body in Bangladesh’s export- oo "o Ton o

ortented garment industry, has decided to expand
itssmpe?fwurkf ' » = WE TIE WA THEIE T
From November 16, the tripartite body involving S
isitkasery, brands, and Bniors will movtor fesues oo e YT ¥ WU
such as employment contracts and Separation, ..o =z o 24 @
wages, leave and other benefits, the situation of ¢ oo e ao ,m_;
demmdeargaim ki i, b
wor! e
It will also look into whether there is child or i :¢ mﬁ@iﬂm g -4
forced labour, and instances of discrimination in s = e e TR,
the largest export-oriented industry, according 10 e S
an RSC document TRNT .@m s 54
The council currently focuses on issues related ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁmﬁ
“If any worker lodges a complaint with the RSC, ez ofigs 3w ¢ ol 9o
we will investigate,” said RSC Managing Director s 33| gisE S0
ﬂulfﬁm.dﬁngadedﬁonoiﬂwkﬂ]bm ﬁ FHET TR mﬁ%ﬁ;
month. ® WA W O
The RSC will support its tripartite stakeholders =y Sewe! «m= =1 =1
in addressing a wider range of workplace-related wgF TRT T, TRFaN T
issues through an integrated, transparent, and ey wm e e
credible platform, according to the document. =¥ FARE TN 6% IS
This expansion is designed to reduce ¥¥% ®d (o | v e
duplication of efforts, streamline processes, and e fram T = P
make complaint management fairer, faster, and :iﬂ T % g e
more effective for all parties. ST g BT
In the first phase, beginning November 16,2025, 0= e €l ¢ S S
the RSC will cover 58 brands and 1,185 factories, ¥ %) U5 e wa =5

Th‘i.'sfphase will run for six months and establish ¢!
the foundation for full implementation. d
In the second phase, all remaining brands TRtfea mifteren R A
and factories will be brought
of -1 7

i it fifem
upderthepuﬁdew . ki ?“”“! s

oo aare VEA TeE PR

= pm—

@ «x grE Wi O W, e
st &= 219 yafb w17t wfoww @
RGP WE AR 9 W% A
@ e g wme 1l s
CPTSTSEIE Tl AT |

(OIS TG
AN ST

e aiferaws, el

Dem @@ @ 9 AR-FEEs WHL
Sesnfee o 2 w7 05fA e o TWETS
weia Fadns e AW FYTe! #i
Hef? FALFT | O S Sies 1 G5
(B 31 FrawEfodm «F Hfeul A =11 =Y
ey TRy Site auq AfeEm @ e
AT

e IS S YA G Fal 4F
s @2 e Frate FoAE T
TrATE, HASIad AGIET STEE
a7s @3 HaTs e | Te-auiee afEE
s el e fom AR-SEIRR
siEEEEa-20ss «ar Ere awfEd
sty efebe  (cwme®R  Eiod
GresE  ANEE  SEwiE,  SUEEeH
AT e Rwie) fafEe, 2o
SR A0S TA |

&I SETEa & I0ed, FAPIas wgn
G Peme T o ENend-aF
woET TEAE 484 FEE FEEl 9%
sfsam Toanga TENa TN WE CIPTE
agH 2|

5 ety WiEema  #esRe
farsusBen Fewe LT 2O H99
WIS T, Pl SR wiEE @
TS Gt it |« frafere v s @ |
g & e 711 99 o e
R FEifEE 3o *TEIe GI= e |
% sy Tefire T YEAE 48R
FAE WHEGS ANl A |

1Al T, AR A Wi FEE
Wa-a5F sRYwE amar el sfe
o wE e wE T OSTS qIES
SEAE | BT YE (il i fon fon
ST T @S TE-Sniee g
Temifirs @ agif = (ol A 9
A sefrs 0w WSl (AeEE
ruGaTEeE eI S S R
oefiraTsH Sars SfEm SR FRrm
FE0E 91 24|

s 0 WEH GvEw FRM AN
atfiravn AMeEs TEATEL 1S | AT 2
7, -G el e miemmE fon
TS CoN 708 #iie, ceuf fen fom
iR e TETNs o HIE
w3 @3 sfFgg [9% TEEsl (FeTE (FE
=z sfEames fen fon @i wfers
fon TIEa M NS (& AA-2earee 2, 7
A (A W ALl (el AE A
o AT G TEAS A
R AT T (e ST AR | &
T SRS ¢ aTASELEE I
oY o SLHMLAE AH YT ALE | TE T
qrae S, e frer W fsf
v 3@iEa onog WA G i TE
mmmzsmﬁ%ﬁmﬁ
wx oEE Al 9 (FLE (e
SR (4TS T azeeaE Ao
zra | Wale TeATEEIE] @ WU FETEE
e eme fEhm 74 T TE|




Aoy ?‘5‘![@_




O Pl

[=vr smng =a
mECEe AR anET wHy REe

gforawty I Z¥, SFEEl el S4ETE
o A T, SR G
T (S SEeE HeE SEl S¢ TRRE
A AforawE q9 T, @A ¢ O
e av e Foafe O3R 93 TR
” TeTe
: FOE, (e bl
A GG WA FbeE > ;11';
Ol IOL fBfes aae s
o =G (TS, BiF,
TG

SreAA, E
AGRDED ~ qEm ¢ )
s 4= CHTEITE
ool O WG WY N (RUR
Se w1 wEien, ERengw, Tl s

TEE IS,
UL

mm{ﬂmmsmmmﬁﬁEIW| T
% LERETR Al a b e
ofStawte Ta 2, oAy 8 RENe Fc TS TN T, ' -
Sl i wfofie o o By 93 TR P 7, 0 T AP
'=$mméﬁw“m'ﬂ$m“ﬁfﬁ‘ﬂmcﬁ@
S FwAe WA 317 FAE QIR TPA YAFE AR T |
I BRM e, SRR TSR AW @A TTE IS o 20NEY Sl IS
B ARREIEACE Y, TReREEEs Wiy Y 1R e
T ot R RaCe TS ERe Bae W g3 B A0 o a
ST SR AR TR @ W @R (3 51T A, O %
L o AES FRERITE Y YAS WA qefm @Al FEAE]
MR seoryBa ommafos arteam i RSoms Fome am, 2P GF THm Fas
SO, SRS T TR RE awgE s we 1 2o et At wafe
| g7 afietie AW OUAE 9 459 SO Q| OF ;e TS | 4T (W FTEN 0
ARG TR WY AR T SR ety OO TS AReR Tefee
_ ANEIES TAwS WEEe, ems oveine JfE o g, T4 A0E
B85 ofefaes oem e O oA W0 SAEE T 9 SREren TN WET (FCNE) S,
B N T e ' TACER G WER) SR (N W AfEaeew) 203¢-9 99 Ry A7 TWHE |
mwﬂ o oftrawA Fe TS, AR, YRAAEEEl 44 FISHETE TA9W  eeE  Simed

poisoh s TR B MR (A TR GeRT, @ RTINS iRty Wi 0w | 9% W o 30
@m ‘“"“m U39 FRCS | (TS IS FHH1E I S0 TR, Goary, Tomew . Afers o
m‘-:#w = e mc A Inew after ST IR0 TR I PR Nk &

BiE v @ wftarm waer e T T afieew o
TEE FEwEery ARem T = 9 ovmR e

T, o, a1 o e, S Q3 SRS O ST
B 200 AISIE =S AW HOF 91 TE|

Qﬁwm T4, T 3h, 205¢ |

— R A _ﬁ% crraefs s (3Pew) TTe 8w, W e Teed €a%
t:ﬁ“‘ 5“{:51562:5@ W’ efers M & o o9 w0 OUTER to%¢ M @EEAFDT

el T8 Ao (gRafefas) Wi sea 5 o e |

QSCQCE ‘?8 f\ol?\ @it Wi, wiffE @ @ wery 2w afew o
AT ARF BT |
fog e 8 AT AN S028-3¢ fEHTE Tuny Aiyredt RfrmsE@iee e

© I F5F FEIICT (A WATE @D o | W
e TS RRTTEE $ATY do%e-3b TN Terae guw oifere IR TWA (71 MEPTRE WG WATR 4 R, ST o 9wE
(STR-CBEE) S T TR 08 IS 8y BT | WEADT T @b AR | o B tose (N carififon anafelu wigme
sifars RN 32-oAa8) W5 THH] WAL © MY Ly W 3¢9 ORI |
Bra. S e a9 9% ofEE T B o F ve TeE B | IS Joxe-38 e qere et R s o e Ao
@fAbe wifds eforaw T @ 9 o o | wreriee fraee crenfafba % | e fome wem o meR
ofsravm Sa SATE fee wurEd e gt o ISR TCGR TATE ¢ o, W fENE awe A1 6 ok o | 0o B

. 2038 (7Y @ETTAGT gRafEiaw Tt sv 5 88 s

o9




RMG - BANGLADESH

REYAD HOSSAIN

Labour leaders
welcome the move,
factory owners

unhappy

The RMG Sustainability Council
(RSO - the largest alliance monitor-
ing factory safety in Bangladesh's
garment sector and formerly known
as Accord — has expanded its man-
date to include the investigation of
labour rights violations alongside
safety issues.

Under the new directive, the
RSC will now be able to investigate
not only electrical, fire, and struc-
tural safety matters but also unfair
Tabour practices, set deadlines for
corrective measures, and notify
global buyers of non-compliance -
potentially leading to the cancella-
tion of purchase orders.

The decision was approved at
the RSC board meeting on 20 Oc-
tober, despite objections from fac-
tory owners’ representatives. Other
board members, including global
brands and labour groups, voted in
favour of the expansion.

Currently, the RSC oversees
1,885 factories on safety-related is-
sues, Beginning 15 November, the
new mandate will be piloted in
1,185 factories producing garments
for 58 global brands, with all RSC-
affiliated factories expected to come
under the expanded remit within
six months.

RSC Managirg Director Abdul
Haque has already informed factory
managements of the new frame-
work through an official letter, a
copy of which has been obtained by
The Business Standard.

According to the letter, the RSC
will now be authorised to investi-
gate complaints related to unfair
employment contracts and termina-
tion; wages, =53 g
benefits, and leave; freedom of as-
sociation and collective bargaining;
child labour; forced labour; and dis-
crimination. :

From now on, any allegation con-
cerning these issues at RSC member
factories can trigger an investigation
and corrective action process by the
council.

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

RMG Sustainability Council can
now oversee labour issues too
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n-tompliance | tancetiations

The RSC traces its origins to the
Accord on Fire and Building Safety
in Bangladesh, launched in the af-
termath of the 2013 Rana Flaza dis-
aster, which killed more than 1,100
garment workers. The Accord ini-
tially covered over 1,500 factories. In
2020, it was succeeded by the RSC, a
tripartite body representing brands,
factory owners, and workers.

Experts credit the Accord and
the RSC with bringing substantial
improvements to factory safety
standards in Bangladesh’s garment
industry. .

Mixed industry reaction
The new authority has caused un-
ease among factory owners, while
labour leaders have welcomed the
move as a major step toward protect-
ing workers’ rights. :
Labour leader Babul Akhter, who
is also general secretary of Industri-
All Bangladesh Council and a board
member of the RSC, told TBS, “We

“welcome this decision because it
will help curb unfair labour practic-
ps and make it easier to form trade
unions. It will give workers a better
chance to seek justice.”

He added, “Although factory
owners objected to the proposal at
the 20 October board meeting, the
motion was passed by a majority
vote."”

Akhter noted that the most sig-
nificant focus area under the new
system would be freedom of asso-
ciation, allowing workers to report
violations of labour rights directly to
the RSC. “If owners do not comply,
the council will inform the brands,
which could lead to order cancella-

N
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tions — creating international pres-
sure for accountability,” he said,

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, president
of the Bangladesh Employers’ Fed-
eration, told this newspaper, “Their
attitude and working methods are
not industry-friendly. The RSC's past
activities have shown this. Allowing
them to investigate labour rights is-
sues may end up damaging Bangla-
desh’s industry rather than support-
ing it.”

Ehsan, who also serves as exec-
utive president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (BKMEA), add-
ed, "There are already international
mechanisms and the labour ministry
in place to deal with labour rights
issues. This is not the RSC’s job. We
have already communicated our ob-
jections.”

Mohiuddin Rubel, former director
of the Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), echoed this concern, say-
ing, “Factories already report la-
bour compliance matters to brands
through social audits. Bringing
these issues under the RSC will only
increase operational costs.”

Another garment entrepreneur,
requesting anonymity, said, “The
RSC's new . initiative could give
brands an excuse {o suspend orders,
which would directly hurt factories.”
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A DAYLONG workshop in i
Cox’s Bazar on Thursday
amplified the urgent safety
challenges faced by Bang-
ladesh’s coastal fisherfolk
and called for coordinated
reforms to ensure ‘Safe
Seas, Secure Life.! -

Organised by Ocean
Centres Bangladesh, the
event titled ‘Voices of the
Unheard' brought together
fishing ‘community mem-
bers, mwmment officials
and marine experts to
highlight the life-threaten- |
ing risks endured by those 1|°
working at sea, amd a press

For nearly thme hours,
fishermen shared gripping
testimonies of navigating
sudden cyclones without
proper early warnings,
operating overcrowded or
_poorly maintained boats,
and venturing out without
basic safety gear such as
life jackets, signal lights or
flotation devices.

The absence of VHF

Ocean Centres Bangladesh organise a daylong workshop to address the urgent safety challenges
faced by Bangladesh's coastal fisherfolk in Cox's Bazar on Thursday. — Press release

Ocean Centres Bangladesh,
Sujoy Paul, Senor
fisheries  officer Cox's
Bazar, Shafiqur Rahman,
principal scientific officer,
Bangladesh Fisheries
Research Institute,
Lieutenant Md Salman.
Bin Skhawkat, Bangladesh

often go untreated due to
the lack of first-aid sup-
plies and training.
Onshore, unsafe jet-
ties, unhygienic landing
stations, and inadequate
access to clean water and
sanitation compound their

steps such as strengthening
early warning systems,
mandating safety
equipment on vessels,
improving communication
facilities and ensuring
first-aid and sanitation
services at landing centres,

Speakers also stressed

radios and GPS systems
leaves fishers dangerously
isolated during emergen-

.A  high-level panel,
including =~ Commodore
Mohammad Abdur Razzak
(retired), lead,

Coast Guard, Commodore
Syed Ariful Islam,
president, Marine Fishers
Academy, discussed urgent

the need for social protec-
tion schemes and insur-
ance coverage for ﬁshing
communities.

cies, while iniuries at sea
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RMG’s automation
and green growth

have a gender problemDon’t

SYEDA ZEENAT KARIM

Fatema (pseudonym), a 27-year-old line
operator in a garment factory outside Dhaka,
has spent nearly a decade behind a sewing
machine. Her hands move with mechanical
precision, her daily output closely tracked by
production targets. But last year, her factory
introduced semi-automated sewing lines.
Productivity improved. Jobs did not. Several
of Fatema's colleagues—mostly women—were
quietly laid off. “I didn’t understand the new
machine,” she said. “No one asked if | wanted
to learn.”

Her story offers a glimpse into the
deeper transformation sweeping. across
Bangladesh’s readv-made garments (RMG)
sector—one that is becoming more efficient
and environmentally conscious, but risks
becoming less inclusive if women are not
actively supported in this transition.

The RMG sector has long been central to
' women’s employment in Bangladesh. In the
19905, over 80 . percent of garment workers
were women, many from rural areas with
few other options for formal work. These
jobs offered not just wages but a pathway
to visibility, mobility, and social agency.
Today, women make up around 56 percent
of the RMG workforce. While demographic
shifts contribute to this trend, much of it
reflects structural challenges—most notably,
automation and changing workplace
dynamics.

This is not unigue to Bangladesh. In
Vietnam, women still constitute about 75
80 percent of the garment warkforce and
remain a dominant part of the industry,
with limited evidence so far of a gendered
decline due to automation (International
Labour Organization 2025; World Bank
2021). In Cambodia, women have historically
accounted for over 80 percent of garment
workers and continue to dominate the sector,
though longitudinal data on automation's
gender impact remain limited (Heintz 2007;
ASEAN 2024). In India, by contrast, women
comprise a smaller share—around 35-40
percent of garment workers—and their
participation has shown modest growth
rather than decline, suggesting different
structural dynamics at play (International

Labour Organization 2021; International
Labour Organization 2022). Across all
contexts, women remain concentrated in
low- paid, repetitive tasks that are among the
first to be mechanised.

In Bangladesh, the impact of automation is
already evident. A 2024 study by the Business
& Human Rights Resource Centre found that
technological upgrades have triggered a 30.58
percent reduction in overall employment in
several factories, with women hit hardest due
to their predominance in easily mechanised
roles such as sewing and trimming. The

orders, noting that women constitute the
majority of those displaced. These combined
factors demonstrate that while automation
boosts productivity, it is also accelerating
labour contraction and deepening gender
vulnerability in the sector.

The green transition introduces another
layer. With increasing pressure from global
buyers to meet Environmental, Social and
Governance (FSG) benchmarks, factories are
installing solar panels, upgrading wastewater
treatment ~ systems, and embedding
into operations.

sustainability reporting

Business Standard also reported that sweater
production lines saw a 37.03 percent labour
drop, cutting by 48.34 percent, and sewing
declined by 2657 percent—all heavily
affecting women workers. According to
Kaler Kantho (2025), over 300 factories
across Dhaka, Gazipur, and Narayanganj
have closed or suspended operations—either
temporarily or permanently—resulting in
an estimated 200,000 job losses. The report
attributes this downturn to automation, high
production costs, and declining international

FILE PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

These efforts are creating new roles in
sustainability, but these too are largely
inaccessible to women. An ILO survey (2025)
found that only 18 percent of workers in
sustainability roles were women, with most of
them confined to supplementary tasks such
as waste sorting,

Despite their experience, women are rarely
considered for technical upskilling. However,
targeted training in areas such as energy
efficiency, textile-waste management, and
compliance roles has shown that women

TS o1 o




caneffectively transition into new green jobs.
These findings are supported by research
from LightCaste Partners (2025), which
emphasises that women, when supported by
inclusive training environments, contribute
meaningfully to  sustainable  factory
operations.

There are promising examples worth
building upon. In several pilot initiatives,
women operators trained in green practices—
such as safe chemical handling and recycling-
process management—were subsequently
promoted to roles supporting environmental
compliance. While these efforts have been
limited in scale, they clearly demonstrate that
gender responsive upskilling is both viable
and effective. The next step is not innovation,
but commitment—to scale and institutionalise
these practices across the sector. Yet persistent
barriers continue to hold women back.

Despite comprising the majority of line
workers, women represent only about 9
percent of production supervisors. A GIZ study
(2024) Tound that promotion decisions were
often shaped by gcndcmdmmpﬂummmd
leadership, assertiveness,
qualities still too Frequemly attributed to
men. Even when women exceed performance
expectations, they are routinely passed over
due to perceived limitations tied to family
responsibilities or emotional disposition.

Other challenges—such as lack of
childcare, safe transportation, and unequal
domestic responsibilities—continue to limit
women’s full participation and progression
in the sector. Many facitories lack grievance
mechanisms to address harassment or bias. As
a result, promising women talent often drops
out of the workforce, leaving the sector poorer
in skills, diversity, and resilience.

Some global brands have started 1o address
this imbalance, embedding gender equity into
responsible sourcing codes. But most still treat
gender as a peripheral issue, separate from
core metrics like environmental compliance
and productivity. If' the RMG sector is to
remain competitive and socially responsible,
gender must be integrated into every level
of industrial and environmental policy.
This includes mandating gender inclusive
training, tracking promotion pathways, and

recognising suppliers who foster equity

alongside compliance.

Buyers should be required to review gender-
disaggregated labour data, insist on gender
parity in training access, and incentivise
suppliers who build inclusive cultures. National
policy must also respond to this need. A truly
just transition requires legal safeguards, budget
allocations, and representation of women in
dialogue platforms around technology and
sustainability.

The role of sectoral orgam:sauom such as
BGMEA and worker federations is crucial here.
They can amplify women’s voices and support
initiatives that strengthen peer networks,
mentorship, and factory-based leadership
forums. Multilateral development partners
also have a part to play in piloting inclusive
business models and de risking innovation
that opens space for under represented
groups.

One often overlooked dimension of this
transition is the interplay between automation,
decent work, and the care economy. Many
women in the RMG sector are also carcgivers
at home. Without policies that address

* unpaid care burdens—through subsidised

U Plg
childcare, flexible work arrangements, or
support = services—the automation-driven
restructuring of labour risks intensifying
economic insecurity for women. [LO research
(2025) underscores that decent work must be
understood holistically, ensuring access not
only to jobs but to working conditions that
reflect workers' realities,

Finally, the narrative itself must change.
Stories like Fatema's are not about weakness;
they are about exclusion. Women are not

them allow them to participate fully.

Fatema’s voice captures what is at stake: *T
don't want sympathy. I want skills. [ want to
work in the future too.” A future that is more
?fﬁcicnl. and sustainable must also be mare
inclusive, Women like Fatema should not be
sidelined by change—they should be helping
to lead it.

Syeda 'Ixenal Karim is a development
prafessional with 10+ years of experience in

passive recipients of progress; they are capable
contributors and leaders if the systems around
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to the EU see

13pc growth

9.86 per cent growth dur-

ingthaﬁrstninamnnthsof

2025, with export earnings
of Tising to €19.77 billion from
€18 billion in the same pe-
riod of 2024.

Bangladesh's exports
readymade garments to the

Union countries
grew by 13.17 per cent year-
on-year in the January-Sep-
tember 2025 period, reach
ing €15.26 billion, acc

However, its

exports
dmpped slightly by 4.55 per
cent in September 2025 to

€2.87 billion, down from €3

to FEurostat data released billion a year earlier.

The export earnings were
€13.48 billion in the same
period of 2024. .

Bangladesh’s monthly ex-
ports to the EU in September
of 2025 also grew by 15.47
per cent to €1.78 billion,
compared with €1.54 billion
in September of 2024.

RMG exporters said that,
although the exports to the
EU market are normal so
far, the United States’ tariff

For this reason, China
and India have intensified
their presence in the EU to
offset their losses in the US
market, which might in-
crease competition here.

Bangladesh remained the
second-largest apparel ex-
consolidating its position
with double-digit gmw‘lh in
2025.

The ceuntry’s 13. 1? per
cent rise outpaced the EU's
overall import growth of
7.14 per cent, reflecting
Bangladesh's competitive-
ness in terms of price, com-
pliance, and sustainability
credentials.

The European
tal apparel imports reached
€68.47 billion in the firstnine
months of 2025, marking a
7.14 per cent year-on-year in-
crease from €63.90 billion in
the-same period of 2024, . _
WEU’S imports also surged
cent to €8.57 bil-

2025.
amm:lg the major ﬂ"I’m“
grs, China, while maintain
_ing*lu dominance,

Union's to- |

Despite securing

place, Turkey also experi

enced one of the sharpest
declines among major sup-
pliers in the EU market. .

The country’ apparel ax-
ports to the EU fell to €6.42
billion in January-Septem-
ber 2025, a 9.8 per cent drop.
from €7.12 billion in the
same period of 2024, Euro-
stat data added.

Turkey’s monthly apparel
exports to the EU in Septem-

“ber 2025 also fell to €704
. million, an. 8.48 per cent
drop from €770 million in
the same month of 2024.

India rtecorded 10 per
cent growth to €3.76 billion
in January-September 2025,
up from €3.40 billion in the
same period of 2024.

In September 2025, the
South Asian country posted
a narrow growth of 0.22 per
cent to €308 million, which
was €307 million in Septem-
_ber 2024.

Cambodia emerged as the
strongest performer, register-
ing the hlgh&at growth rate
among major EU apparel
suppliers in the first nine
months of 2025, said the Eu-
rostat data,

The country's apparel ex-
portstntheEUroseby 22.51
per cent in January-Septem-
ber 2025 to €3.37 billion,
which -was €2.97 billion,
while cumulative exports
for the January-September

period surged by 25.9 per
cem to €2.74 billion in the
mentioned period.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025

Vietnam and Pakistan
also showed solid perfor-
mance in the EU market,
with apparel exports rising
by 14.24 per cent and 13.77
per cent, respectively, in
January-September of 2025,
to €3.26 billion and €2.9 bil-
lion, respectively.

Vietnam's - growth was
usually driven by its ex-
panding synthetic apparel
and sportswear industries
and its preferential access
under the EU-Vietnam Free
Trade Agreement.

Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear ~ Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
said that as the US tariff
policy changed the global
apparel market, China and
India have intensified their
presence in the EUL

‘This may increase com-
petition in Europe and in
this rtegard, Bangladesh
should resolve several do-
mestic factors, including gas
and electricity shortages and
challenges related to bank-

ing and customs,’ he added.

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
the scenario in Europe has
changed significantly over
the last three months.

‘Countries like China,
Cambodia, Vietnam, and
Pakistan increased their
presence in EU markets to
offset their losses in the
US. Their exports to the
EU increased more than
the average in the last three
months, although Bangla-
desh remained at its usual
position,’ he added.

Bangladesh has started
losing its share in' Europe
due to competitors’ aggres-
sive presence, he added, say-
ing the country should focus
on product diversification,
resolving domestic issues,
and innovation to sustain its
position there.

In 2024, Bangladesh ex-
ported apparel worth over
€17 billion, according to Eu-
rostat data.
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lobal and local challenges wei
heavily on RMG export

MONIRA MUNNI

The export performance of the
readymade garment (RMG) sector,
the country's largest foreign currency
earner, has been severely affected by
multiple factors, including mﬂs
tariffs, a sluggish global ecs
and local d'llﬂengl.-s lr!*!émﬂng
complex, small-sized orders, industry
insiders say.
They also point to pnlitical
uncertainty and election-related
concernis as contributing factors that
have shdun.huytrs confidence.

has witnessed a declinein
export earnings from RMG shipments
for three consecutive months-
August, September and October 2025
-= compared to the same months in
2024,
Data from the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) shows a negative
growth of 4.75 per cent in August,
5.66 percent in September, and 8.39
percent in October 2025.
In monetary terms, the export
earnings stood at US$3.01 billion in
October, US52.83 billion in
September, and US53.16 billion in
August 2025, ;
This marks a significant decline from
the corresponding months of 2024,
when exports earned US$3.29 billion
in October, US5$3.01 billion in
September, and US$3.32 billion in
August.
The downturn came after a period of
robust growth in July 2025 when the
fiscal year began with a growth of
24,67 per cent in exports.
This surge was largely driven by early
shipments to avoid the imposition of
an additional 20 per cent US tariff on
Bangladeshi-made garments, which
had been announced for the following

months, industry insiders said.
The country earned a total of
US512.99 billion from garment
shipments during the July-October
period of current fiscal year.

In the last fiscal year of 2024-25,
RMG exports stood at US$39.34

billion that lmbdod% 15 biliu.:n
from knitted items and US$18.18

billion from woven garments.

Local challenges and political
uncertainty

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) .
president Mahmud Hasan Khan said
July exports growth was strong as
buyers received shipments as much as
they can to avoid additional cost of
new US tariff and that affected
August performance.

September was a lean period and the
negative growth is 'concerning’, he
added.

Buyers' costs have increased due to the
additional US tariffs, while local
exporters are facing tough competition

in shipping to the European Union, as
China has aggressively entered the 27-
nation bloc with lower prices, he said.
The BGMEA chief also mentioned thata
significant number of factories have
recently closed for various reasons,
which could negatively impact overall
garment exports.

He added that approximately 220

BGMEA-listed factories and 40 to 50
BKMEA-listed factories were shut down
in 2024 and 2025, including some that
were closed due to political reasons.
Shovon Islam, managing director of
Sparrow Group, explained that
Bangladesh's garment and fabric
makers have to bear about 5 per cent
of the 20 per cent US tariff, while
buyers themselves absorb the rest 15
per cent tariff-induced cost.
As aresult, many buyers have scaled
back their orders reluctant to raise
retail prices in response to the added
costs, he said.
Besides, he believes that Bangladesh
has already received the work orders
in addition, the global
economy remains sluggish,

offset the challenges in
traditional markets.

shifted from China, while those still
shifting are going to other countries,
as Bangladesh lacks the capability to
secure small-sized orders involving
complex fabrics and MMF-based
products.

These challenges are due to Enafﬁtient
port handling, complex customs
procedures, and long lead times, as
Bangladesh requires at least 16 weeks
to import fabrics and ship goods after
preduction, he said.

He added that the lack of a backward
linkage industry for MMF-based
garments further exacerbates the issue.
Healso attributed the current
political uncertainty and security
concerns to the hesitation among
buyers to place large-volume work .
orders, opting instead for a "wait and
watch" approach.

Furthermore, he noted that three of
his buyers, who arrived in Dhaka from
London on Thursday morning,
declined scheduled factory visits due
to security concerns.

Security concerns and factory issues
Fazlul Hoque, former president of the
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA),
said that many buyers, particularly
these with offices in Bangladesh, are
on heightened alert due to the current
situation.

Exporters continue to face difficulties
inepening letters of credit as banks
have become mare cautious following
some previous incidents, he said.
Hoque, also the managing director of
Plummy Fashions Ltd, mentioned
that incidents of vandalism in

_ factories, often linked to wage

disputes, have further undermined
buyerconfidence,

and the US tariff hike has Despite these efforts,
dampened demand, industry leaders believe that
particularly from the the trend of negative growth
European Union, whichhas  may continue for the next
led to a decline in work several months.

orders from that market. Shovon Islam predicted that

Hogue expressed concern
about whether Bangladesh is
receiving the available work
orders or if they are being
diverted to other countries.
Outlook and future
prospects

BGMEA president Mahmud
Hasan Khan stressed the
need to improve internal
efficiency, particularly at

| ports,toboostlocal
L\:\O | exporters' competitiveness,
= reduce production costs, and

explore new markets te

Bangladesh could lose up to

10 per cent of its work orders

for the upcoming surmmer

season.

According to data from

Mapped in Bangladesh (MiB), |

there are currently 3,320

factories inoperation, with ‘

1,766 registered with BGMEA

and 454 with BKMEA while |

an additional 284 factories

are registered with both

trade bodies.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Inflation outpaces wage

growth for 44th month

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN
For nearly four vears, prices in
Bangladesh have been rising faster than
people’s pay. Every month, workers
earned a littie more on paper, but that
extra money did not stretch as far in the
market. Now, for the past two months,
even the pace of income growth has
started to slow, making an already
difficult situation even worse for low-
and middle income families.

Latest data from the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS) show that wages
grew by 8.02 percent in September, down

from 8.15 percent in August and 819

percent in July. Inflation in these months
stood at 8.36 percent, 8.29 percent, and
855 percent, respectively. This means
workers’ real earnings—the amount their
wages can actually buy—have continued
1o erode.

Economists say this steady erosion
of real income is weakening household
purchasing power and pushing many
families closer to the edge. So, while
a worker might earn Tk 10,000 today
compared to Tk 9,000 a year ago, if food,
rent, and transport costs have risen even
faster, that worker is effectively poorer.
This has been a constant trend since early
2022.
sides: prices are rising while wage growth
is losing momentum,” said Zahid Hussain,
former lead economist at the World
Bank’s Dhaka office. “It's like getting
struck twice—once on the head and again
on the feer.”

He said that while the situation seemed

to be improving earlier this year, that-

progress has now reversed. “When I looked
at the full dawaset, it was clear that afier
months of steady increases, wage growth
has started dropping, and this. time the
fall is much sharper.”

September marks the 44th consecutive
month in which wage growth has failed

Workers are under pressure fromboth

to keep pace with inflation. The BBS
Wage Rate Index, which tracks earnings
across 63 occupations in agriculture,
industry, and services, shows that all
eight administrative divisions recorded
negative month-on-month wage growth
in . Khulna saw the steepest
decline, down by 0.18 percentage points
from August.

"Real wage erosion is deepening
because inflation remains stubbornly high
while nominal wages aren't catching up,”
Hussain said. “This is not just a statistical
issue; it reflects the daily struggle of
workers whose earnings are losing value
faster than before.”

Economist Mohammad Lutfor Rahman
of Jahangirnagar University said the
slowdown is linked to deeper problems in

Economists say this
steady erosion of real
income is weakening

houschold purchasing
power and pushing
many families closer to
the edge.

the economy: fewer investments, political
uncertainty, and persistent inflation.

“Investment has slowed, and so has
hiring,” he said. “The number of workers
hasn’t gone down, but the number of
available jobs has. When demand for
labour falls and supply stays the same,
wage growth naturally slows.”

He said many businesses are holding off
on new projects as they wait to see what
happens after the upcoming national
election.

“Businesses are following a wait-and-
see approach. They want to know which
government will come next and what

e

economic policies will follow before they
commit new money,” he said.

For many low-income workers, the
result is a shrinking household budget.
The prices of food, rent, and daily
essentials have risen so fast that even a pay
raise feels meaningless.

“If this continues, millions of low
income workers could face serious
nutritional deficits,” Rahman warned.

According to a report released earlier
this year by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) on Bangladesh, the number of
people in Bangladesh facing high levels
of acute food insecurity increased by 70
lakh to 2.36 crore in December last year,
compared to 1.65 crore during the April
October period of 2024,

Rahman said the danger now is thal
falling real incomes will also weaken

- consumer demand, which could slow the

overall economy. “We are seeing signs
of a slowdewn in trade, import-export,
construction, and even in government
development spending,” he said. “All of
this has combined to suppress labour
demand.”

Fconomists say the prolonged erosion
of purchasing power could have wider
effects on the economy. When people

‘spend less, demand weakens, which

in turn discourages businesses [rom
expanding or hiring, This can create a
cycle of slow growth and falling real wages
that is difficult to break.

They say the situation requires
coordinated policy interventions,
including measures to boost labour
demand and targeted support.for low-
income households

“Without a meaningful slowdown in
inflation or a boost in productivity, the
real income squeeze will enly worsen in
the coming months,” said Hussain.

Rahman is hopelul that better days will
come.after the national election.
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Staff Correspondent
ALTHOUGH 13 years have
passed since the deadly
Tazreen Fashions fire that
claimed 119 lives and in-
jured many other workers,
the trial has been' moving
forward at a snail'’s pace.
The Tazreen factory fire,
one of the deadliest industri-
al disasters in the country’s

" history, happened on No-

vember 24, 2012, at Narsh-
inghapur of Ashulia, on the
outskirts of the Dhaka city.

According to a joint state-
ment issued by Garments
Sramik Oikya Forum general
secretary (in-charge) Sha-
hidul Islam Sabuj and jour-
nalist and activist Saydia
Gulrukh, 68 dates were set
for recording testimony, but
wilnesses were produced on
only 10 occasions.

Members of  the Gar-
ments Sramik Oikya Forum,
an organisation working for
worker rights, were present
in court at all hearings.

The statement also said
that of the 104 listed wit-
nesses, the court had so far
heard from just 14.

MOND&Y NOVEMBER 24, 2025,

13 YEARS OF TAZREEN FASHIONS FIRE _
Justice for victims still elusive

In the last two scheduled
hearings, the prime accused,
Tazreen Fashions owner Del-
war Hossain, did not appear,
citing illness.

Labour rights campaign-
ers feared that Delwar might
now be absconding, the
statement added, saying that
in the immediate aftermath
of the tragedy, twp govern-
ment inguiry committees
were formed whose inves-
tigations highlighted severe
negligence by the factory
owners regarding worker
safety.

The home ministry probe
report stated that the deaths
at Tazreen Fashions Ltd were
extremely tragic and caused
widespread outrage at home

‘and abroad, .
‘While the fire may have

been an act of sabotage, the
owner's unforgivable neg-
ligence was responsible
for the scale of the deaths,’
the report added, urging to
bring the owner of Tazreen
Fashions Ltd under law and
prosecute under Section 304
(A) of the Penal Code.
Following the recom-
mendations, two separate

cases were filed, one by the
brother of a missing worker
and another by the Ashulia
police.

The investigation was led
by three officers, including
Ashulia police station in-

spector Md Mostafa Kamal,  case

Criminal Investigation De-
partment’s senior assistant
superintendent of police
Md Monsur Ali Mondol,
and CID inspector AKM
Mohsinuzzaman Khan.

On December 2, 2013,
they submitted a charge
sheet to the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate Court, nam-
ing 104 witnesses.

On September 3, 2015,

’ ¥
gan on October 1 of that year.
The statement criticised
the trial's sluggish pace, at-
tributing n to the state s neg-
ligence.

‘We baiieve that the state
is responsible for this pro-
crastination,’ the statement
said, adding that such in-
action effectively shielded
the factory owner from ac-

countability.

; The statement high-
lighted the involvement of
researchers, journalists, law-
yers, cultural activists and
lahour leaders who have
been closely monitoring the

According to the charge
sheet submittéd on Decem- -
ber 2, 2013, Delwar and
his wife, Mahmuda Akbter,

built the factory  building

. based on a faulty plan and il-

legally converted the ground
floor walkway into a ware-
house, severely compromis-

safety.

The factory lacked fire
exits, in viclation of labour
law, which requires at least
two emergency exits in
every factory. This failure,
coupled with the illegal
structural modifications, left
workers trapped during the
devastating fire.

The Garment Sramik
Samhati will hold a rally in
front of the factory at 11:00

am today to show respect

to the workers killed. The ——

— BN

president of the organisa
tion, Taslima Akhter, will
chair the rally.
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THE BUSINESS STANDARD

7 Pacific Jeans
factories reopen
after weeklong
shutdown,
35,000 workers
resume duty

RMG - CHATTOGRAM
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TBS REPORT

All seven factories of Pacific Jeans
Group reopened yesterday morning
after a weeklong shutdown caused
by violent labour unrest that left at
least 27 people injured.

Production resumed at Pacific At-
tires Ltd, Pacific Jeans Ltd, Jeans 2000
Ltd, NHT Fashions Ltd, Universal
Jeans Ltd, Pacific Workwears Ltd, and
Pacific Accessories by 8am, according
to Chattogram Industrial Police.

“Workers resumed duty peace-
fully and production is running in full
swing,” said Abdullah Al Mahmud, su-
- perintendent of Chattogram Industrial
Police.

“It's a relief that the factories have
reopened and workers have returned
to work. Had the unrest and shut-
down continued, the situation could
have turmned disastrous. With 35,000
workers sitting idle, law and order
across the port city might have dete-
riorated, possibly affecting other RMG
factories,” he added.

Law enforcement, including In-
dustrial Police, CMP, Army, Navy,
and Bepza Security, have been de-
ployed around the CEPZ to prevent
further violence.

Pacific Jeans had suspended fac-
tory operations on 16 October under
Section 12(1) of the Bangladesh EPZ
Labour Act 2019, citing an unstable
situation.

The company announced reo-
pening through notices on Tuesday,
while police confirmed 421 workers
were terminated for involvement in
the unrest.

The protests began on 9 October
when workers panicked after police
sent letters to verify their addresses
in connection with a January van-
dalism case. Demonstrations spread
across the CEPZ, leading to clashes
on 16 October that left 27 injured and
forced the closure of all factories.

Following weeklong negofia-
tions and tight security, operations
resumed today, marking a cautious
return to normalcy at the country’s
largest denim manufacturing com-
plex.
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STEEL INDUSTRY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2025, KARTIK 9, 1432 BS

Focus on efficiency, cost cutting
amid demand slump '

Pimple Barua - Chattogram

BANGLADESH'S steel in-
dustry, one of the key drivers
of the country’s infrastruc-
ture-led economic growth
is shifting its focus from
capacity expansion to cost
efficiency and technological
modernisation as domestic
demand has weakened in re-
cent years due to prolonged
political and economic un-
certainty.

Over the past 15 vears,

the sector has grown stead-

ily, driven by both public
and private investment in
infrastructure,

However, after recovering
from the Covid-19 shock,
the market was again been
hit by a sharp fall in demand
for construction materials
amid a slowdown in devel-
opment activities.

Companies are now in-
vesting in modernising ex-
isting facilities and increas-
ing production efficiency
through automation and
technological upgrades.

By improving productiv-
ity with the same workforce
and within ‘the same op-
erational time frame, large
producers are cutting unit
costs, allowing them to sell
at lower prices while staying

A file photo shows a number of workers handling a roll of steel plate at a steel plate workshop at

Kamrangirchar in the capital.

competitive.

According to data from
leading steel industry insid-
ers, the annual production
capacity of the country’s au-
tomatic and semi-automatic
rebar manufacturers exceed-
ed 10 million tonnes.

But actual demand has
dropped to about 5.5-6 mil-
lion tonnes, which is only
about 60 per cent of capac-
ity.

Manufacturers and sector

professionals stated that due
to stagnation in both govern-
ment and private construc-
tion, rod prices had fallen to
their lowest levels in recent
times.

Market operators said
that demand was already
25-35 per cent below in-
stalled capacity before the
slowdown and was now
down by as much as 40 per
cent compared with that in
the previous years.

—mngephm

The prices of rods
also fell sharply in recent
months According to data

from Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh, on Friday, the
price of 60-grade MS rods,
widely used on construction
sites and in infrastructure
projects, was Tk B81,000-
84,000 per tonne, the lowest
in the last four years. The
price of 40-grade MS rod was
Tk 74,000-77,000 per tonne
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Labour leader
Abul Basher

remembered

Staff Correspondent

POLITICIANS and labour
leaders on Monday at a
commemoration  meeting
in Dhaka said that labour
leader Abul Basher was a
true leader who worked to
establish workers’ right with
unwavering commitment.
Workers Party of Bang-
ladesh organised the com-
'Ibpkhant:onltoad u:ll:v?
cen!
fice to mark the 15th anni-
versary of death of its polit-
buro member and renowned
labour leader Abul Basher.
Acting president of the
party Mahmudul Hasan

Manik who chaired the mest-
ing called an the labour rights
hodlestowutkformmplehxﬁ
the unfinished work of Ab
Basher establishing rights of
the country’s workers.

Party acting general sec-
retary Nur Ahmed Bakul
said that Basher was one
of the founders of Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad,
SKOP in short, during HM
Ershad’s autocracy to fight
for workers' cause.

Labour leader Abul Hos-
sain said that they were work-
ing relentlessly to advance
the cause, while also calling
on the interim government to
take steps in this regard.

0

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

Workers
protest plan to
lease out NCT,
Laldiar Char

PORT - CHATTOGRAM

TBS REPORT

If gov does not cancel
the decision, we will
launch a countrywide
movement, they
warned

The Chattogram Sramik-Kar-
macharl Oikya Parishad (SKOP)
held a torch procession yesterday
evening protesting against the
government move to lease out the
Newmooring Container Terminal
(NCT) and Laldiar Char.

The march began at Halisha-
har Nayabazar and ended at Bo-
ropul, drawing participation from
dock, transport and port-affiliat-
ed workers’ unions.

Speaking at a rally before the
procession started, Tapan Dutta,
president of Trade Union Centre
Chattogram district committee
and a member of the Labour Re-
form Commission, said the port is
central to the country's economy
and should never be handed over
to foreign entities.

“If the government does not
cancel the decision to lease out NCT
and Laldiar Char, we will launch
a countrywide movement and
bring port operations to a halt,” he
warned. He also announced that a
divisional workers' convention will
be held at the Chattogram Press
Club on 22 November.

Kazi Shaikh Nurullah Bahar,
divisional general secretary of Jati-
yatabadi Sramik Dal and former
general secretary of the Chatto-
gram Port CBA, chaired the event.

SK Khoda Toton, president of
Bangladesh Labour Federation,
Taslim Hossain Selim, general
secretary of Dock Sramik Dal, and
Ibrahim Khokon, general secre-
tary of Bandar Sramik Dal, also
addressed the rally.
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Ominous shadow of

eI SR joblessness, poverty
STV AT

That all is not well with the state of Bangladesh's economy is
corroborated by several recently published local and international
studies. Even though the government managed to stabilise the
economy to a large extent from the messitinherited, prolonged
political uncertainty appears to be a major drag on regaining economic
growth momentum. Rising poverty rate, investment slowdowns,
growing unemployment and persistent inflationary pressure are some
of the red lights biinking on the country's economic dashboard.
Consequently, the low and middle-income segments of the population
are struggling to meet their living expenses. This unsavoury economic
reality once again came under scrutiny at the recently held International
Conference on Economics, Business and Technology Management

(ICEBTM 2025).

Speakers at the event underscored that Bangladesh's unemployment
rate rose to 5.08 per cent in 2025 from 3.66 per cent the previous year,
marking the highest level in three years. Youth unemployment remains
alarmingly high at 11.46 per cent. Such figures carry grave implications,
as joblessness is pushing more families below the poverty line.
Furthermore, according to a study by the Power and Participation
Research Centre (PPRC), the poverty rate in Bangladesh has increased
sharply, rising to an estimated 27.93 per cent in 2025 from 18.7 per cent
in 2022. Another study warns that by December this year, around 16
million people in the country may face severe food insecurity, while
approximately 1.6 million children are likely to suffer fromacute
malnutrition. These facts and figures are not mere figures; every
number tells a story of gruelling hardship endured by unemployed

To restore economic growth
=<8 momentum, the government must
8 Wtabilise the banking sector, lower
N credit costs and rebuild investor
confidence by addressing their

legitimate concerns

youths and poverty-stricken
families.

The unemployment and
poverty situation is closely
tied to the overall economic
regime of a country. The
closure of several hundred
factories-triggered by
labour unrest, gas shortages,
abrupt hikes in bank loan
interest rates and political
turbulence since the student
mass uprising of August 5,
2024 has undeniably

worsened the situation. Although the interim government has taken
various steps to remove investmen hurdles, most local and foreign
investors remain in a wait-and-see mood due tolingering political
uncertainty, deteriorating law and order and an alarmingrisein
extortion from businesses. Even on Saturday last, reports emerged of a
businessman being threatened with a painful death by rent-seekers if
demand for extortion was not met. In such an atmosphere of fear and
intimidation, no enterprise can thrive and no one can feel secure.
The country is also grappling with a dilemma over money supply. Torein
in the galloping inflation, the central bank has been pursuing a tight
monetary policy over the last three years, pushing up lending rates and
raising the cost of borrowing, which is choking private investment. The
prevailing liquidity crisis in some banks is further straining industrial
sectors. Garment exporters, for instance, often allege that despite
having sufficient deposits - including export proceeds - they cannot
access funds due to the liquidity crunch in banks originating from
massive surge in non-performing loans. Therefore, to restore economic
rowth momentum, the government must stabilise the banking sector,
ower credit costs and rebuild investor confidence by addressing their
legitimate concerns. Without a significant acceleration in private
investment, unemployment will remain high and the goal of reducing

poverty will remain out of reach.
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MONIRA MUNNI

About 97 per cent of major
global fashion brands,
including H&M, Inditex,
Mango, Gap, Nike, and
Primark, were found to pay
less than a living wage to

their supply chain workers, —

despite differences in their
levels of transparency and
public commitment,
according to a German study.
The United States leads the
ranking, with up to 68
companies failing to ensure
decent wages for their
workers in the value chain,
the study said.

The Berlin School of Business
and Innovation (BSBI)
conducted the study,
published last month, using
data from fashionchecker.org
that examined 219
companies from 28
countries.

It assessed five criteria:
supply chain transparency,
payment of living wages,
action plans for living wages,
public commitments
regarding this, and disclosure
of freedom of association and
collective bargaining

coverage.
Terming the findings
"alarming," the report said
some 213 out of the 219
companies were found to pay
less than a living wage. Only

B TR i
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97pc global fashion brands fail to
pay workers a living wage: Study

. company achieved the

highest categories for wage
provision.

Though 58 companies have.
publicly committed to
introducing living wages,
only five brands -- two Dutch
{Zeeman and Hema), two US
(Patagonia Inc and PVH), and
one Italian (OVS Spa) -- have
concrete action plans in
place. Disclosure of freedom
of association and collective
bargaining agreements is

least making initial progress
in transparency compared to
many other countries. The
studyalso examined how
openly fashion companies
present thejr supply chains -
- thatis, whetheritis
possible to trace where and
under what conditions
production takes place. On
average, the 219 surveyed
companies achieved only
2.69 out of 5 stars for supply
chain transparency.

Germany (3.53 stars). At the
bottom of the list were China,
India, Korea, Poland,
Singapore, Turkey, and the
United Arab Emirates, with
just one star each,

While progress has been
made on transparency --
particularly in Germany -~
widespread failure to pay
living wages remains an
ongoing ethical challenge for
the giobal fashion industry.
"The fashion industry thrives
on creativity and global
influence, yet it continues to
fall short on its most
fundamental responsibility -
- ensuring fair and dignified
wages for workers. Paying a
living wage is not a luxury; it
is the baseline of ethical
business practice," said Dr
Gemma Vallet, vice-dean of
the Faculty of Economics and
Business Administration and
an expert in fashion and
brand management at BSBI.
She added that the results
show econormic success in the
fashion industry rarely aligns
with fair labour standards,
noting that 213 out of 219
companies still do not paya
living wage -- a glabal
failure,

Citing a recent study showing
that 40 per cent of German
consumers demand more
transparency along the entire
supply chain, DrVallet said

six companies -- from the even rarer, with only 20 Switzerland, Sweden, this discrepancy between

US, UK, Germany, and the companies publishing Norway, Hong Kong, cansumer demand and
Netherlands -- reached the relevant data, four of them Denmark, and Belgium corporate practice

minimal threshold of paying  from Germany. topped the rating with five underscores the urgent need
1.0-25 per cent of workersa The report added that the stars, followed by the for arethink,

living wage. However, no German fashionindustryisat  Netherlands (& stars) and munni_fe@yahoo.com
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9% children doing
hazardous work

MICS survey reveals steep climb
in child labour over 6 years
NILIMA JAHAN

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2025

— e ——

‘dangerous conditions such as extreme heat, harmful dust,
chemicals, heavy loads, or unsafe tools and machinery.

Boys remain more involved in economic work, while
girls shoulder a heavier share of unpaid domestic labour.

Meanwhile, children not attending school are around
2.6 times more likely to be in labour, with an 18 percent
prevalence compared to 7 percent among those attending
school, said the survey.

Experts say this underscores that keeping children
in school remains the most effective protection against
exploitation.

Poverty and location also play a decisive role. Children
from the poorest households (14 percent) are nearly five
rimes more likely to be in labour than their wealthier
peers (3 percent), while rural children (10 percent) face
higher risks than urban ones (7 percent). .

Regionally, the northern divisions of Rajshahi (12.4

Bangladesh is witnessing a troubling rise in child labour,
with the fatest government survey” showing that=about
9.2 percent of children aged 517 are engaged in work, up
from 6.8 percent in 2019.

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2025,
launched on Sunday, highlights stark disparities in child
labour across gender, age, education, and region. : percent) and Rangpur (118 percent) remain the hardest hit.

The survey shows hazardous work also remains In contrast, Dhaka (7.3 percent), Chattogram (7.9

widespread, with 9 percent of children exposed 1o T——
e
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in society poses a threat

economic prosperity and
inclusive development

oS Pigr

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS Novembef “1-8, 2025
Child labour and
development
parameter

The multiple indicator cluster survey (MICS) carried out by the Bangladesh
Bureau of statistics (BBS) has presented an alarming picture of child labour
and various negative aspects related to it. As high as 9.2 per cent children in
the age bracket of 5-17 are compelled to perform tasks requiring physical
labour. This is an increase of 2.4 percentage points in child labour from
2019's 6.8 per cent. The worsening child labour picture - - including their
exposure to hazardous works -- in the country over the past six years should
sound the alarm bell ringing. Rise in child labour is no isolated spectre
because its correlation with other development indicators is strong. Child
health, education, water and sanitation and several other human
development indicators are closely tied to this issue. Child labour here is a
consequence of deterioration of all such human development indicators.
In plain terms, increase in child labour means more families have become
I:oorerand more vulnerable to the extent where school dropouts have risen
n number, malnutrition has worsened, child marriage gone upand
pulation growth gaining further to negate achievements on the economic
and development fronts. While the country failed to arrest inflation and
misdirected social safety network programme fell short of the intended
objective, donors' assistance also dropped significantly. The combined
impact imperilled the lives and livelihoods of the poor and marginal
segments of society. Unemployment and drop in purchasing power pushed

more people below the poverty line as
Outrageous disparity

corroborated by several other studies. That is
an indication of the yawning social divide with
aselect group called oligarchs making the
most of the archaic management of national
wealth. The result is wasting of children on
account of severe malnutrition.

Immediately after the pandemic, shrinkage of
funds from donors and inadequate
mobilisation of domestic funds were
responsible for many of the programmes for
the poor including those for the Rohingya. But one of the less noticed one is
the family planning programme. Family planning services at the level of .
vulnerable population had to be curtailed leading to undesirable
pregnancies and their attendant ills such as a lack of care for mothers and
the newborn, Increased wasting from 9.8 per cent in 2019 to 12.9 per cent is
indeed a cause for serious concern, A combination of all these factors has
given rise to a vicious cycle of higher birth rate among the poor,
malnutrition and wasting or stunted growth, illiteracy or early dropouts and
unemployment orlow-paid wage.

These problems have been further exacerb ated by exposureto lead, a
harmful metal. In fact, both children and adults fall victim to exposure to
metals like lead, chromium and cadmium---inurban setting through air
pollution and in rural areas through soil and water contamination. However,
children irrespective of their social standing are more vulnerable to these
metals. When underage children have to work in lathe factories, they suffer
the worst. Child labour is, therefore, linked to factors that contribute to
development parameters, After 54 years of independence, the existence of
this kind of outrageous disparity in society is undesirable. It also poses a
threat to social integration, economic prosperity and inclusive development.

to social integration,
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 Under the Bangladesh Labour |

- prerequisite to form a trade

ORDINANCE-PROMULGATED AMID OWNERS' DISCONTENT

Amended law allows

working facilities

Worker, workplace, 4 iomsi i

hyg'ene: maternity obl igations ministry of law, justice and parliamentary affairs, only 20

can now form a trade union.

Factory owners, however, stand opposed to the threshold
provision as they feel such a lower number of workers'
representation might "affect the stability of factories and
allow outsider interference".

Changes come amid cajoling by
major stakeholders in labour
and trade like ILO, EU,US

Tripartite agreementon some arena comprising rights bodies, investors and buyers for

issues sidetracked: BGMEA

pl’ESi dent benefits, especially in the European Union.

The proponents of change include the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the European Union and the United Stat

8

Owners fear such lower TU
representation mightdisturb
factory stability, invite
outsider interference

20-worker TU, ample:::z:—

According to a gazette notification, dated November 17, by the

workers in a factory employing between 20 and 300 workers

Bangladesh amends the labour law amid cajoling from global

aligning with global standards to sustain the country's trade

(Amendment) Ordinance
2025, at least 40 workers'
representation would be
required for factories having
workers ranging from 301 to
500.

Factories having workers
from 501 to 1500 and 1501 to
3000 would require 100 and
300 workers' consent
respectively to form a trade
union.

Some 400-worker
representation isa

union in factories with more
than 3,000 workers.

Asked about the sweeping
changes on the industrial
front, Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA)
president Mahmud Hasan

Khan says they have
objections regarding trade-
union- registration
requirement, definition of
worker and provident fund.
"The tripartite agreements
regarding the issues were not
followed," he alleges.

The law has broadened the
labour definition by
incorporating demestic,
horticulture, aquaculture,
and livestock workers.
significant changes also
apply to maternity
protection, workplace health,
hygiene and occupational
safety

maternity leave remain
unchanged, the ordinance
prohibits assigning pregnant
or lactating workers to
hazardous tasks involving

toxic chemicals, radiation,
extreme heat, whole-body

: vibration, heavy manual
cate gor y re d Eﬁ ne d Wi t h A remade law permits minimum 20-worker trade unionwith  work and certain infectious
redefined labour and workplace categories and employer risks.
em pioyer Obhgatlon fOr obligations across multiple sectors in the status-upgrading Employers must now
some must-dos Bangladesh. reassign such workers ta
' The interim government amends the labour law revising safer duties without loss of
several provisions, like lowering trade union-registration pay, conduct medical
x . requirement, expanding worker and workplace definitions and assessments where
Interim govt ordinance categories and introducing new safety, hygiene and necessary, and maintain
introduces new safety, maternity-related obligations for employers. proper records.

The upgraded law also
prohibits the blacklisting of
workers by any factory or
establishment, meaning an
employer can't prepare a list or
database of workers ineligible
for e-employment after
termination of employment
due toretrenchment,
discharge, dismissal, removal,
retirement or any other
reason.

Munni_fe@yahoo.
es.



THloe iy

‘ H SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2025 =
-

Bangladesh seeks ILO support
to advance labour sector

Staff Cones;mndent

BANGLADESH sought en-
hanced - cooperation from
the International Labour
Organisation to  further

strengthen its labour sectar... .

Md Sakhawat Hussain,’
adviser to the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
called for this during a bi-
lateral meeting with ILO
director-general Gilbert F
Houngbo on the sidelines of
the ILO's 355th -Governing
Body Session in Geneva on
Thursday, the ministry press
telease said on Friday.

Sakhawat told the ILO
chief that the amended
Bangladesh Labour Act had
lowered the threshold for
registering a trade union,
from 20 per cent to a fixed
number of 20 workers.

‘Several provisions were
also revised to simplify

Labour and employment ministry adviser Md Sakhawat
Hussain hands over Bangladesh's official signed documents of
ILO Conventions numbers 155, 187 and 190 to.International
Labour Organisation DG Gilbert F Houngbo in Geneva on

Thursday.

— Press release

union registration, reduce personal data and prohibit
documentary requirements, blacklisling,’ he added.

relax conditions related to
Continued from B1

landmark  ratification
of three key ILO Conven-
tions, including two fun-
damental ILO Conventions
on occupational safety and
health, reflecting the coun-
try's strong commitment to
promoting safer werkplaces
and ensuring dignity and
respect for all workers.

With these ratifications,
Bangladesh becomes the
second country in the Asia-
Pacific region- to ratify all
ILO fundamental Conven-

tions, and the first country

fem Coaath Acia ba ratifr Can
LI VO & AOTE L & e By St

vention No 190, the ILO
statement said.

The statement added
that the ratifications send
a strong signal of Bang-
ladesh’s commitment to
building a world of work
based on dignity and re-

Hesaitltlntlheammd

ments were finalised within
less than a vear following exten-
sive’ consultations with wark-
ers, emplovers and other gov-
ermnment stakeholders, in line -
with proper legal procedures.
_At a formal event in ac-

* cordance with ILO rules, the

adviser presented the offi-
cial documents for approvak
of the Qccupational Safety -
and Health Convention,
1981 (No 155)," the Promo-
tional Framewaork for Qceu-

* pational Safety and Health

Convention, 2006 (No 187),
and the Violence and Har- -
assment Convention, 2019
(No 190).

Labour ministry adviser
Sakhawat Hussain and ILO
DG Houngbo signed the docu-
ments, the press release added.

Earlier on Thursday, in
a statement, the ILO com-

'manded Bang[adash for I_he

T

h seeks ILO

ipect.

Moreover, International
Labour Standards, as mini-
mum standards, increasing-

-1y form part of the require-

ments for trade agreements
and demonstrate compli-
ance with human rights
due diligence laws.
According to the TLO,
conventions numbers 155
and 187 would establish a
comprehensive framework
for fostering a preventive
culture of occupational
safety and health, pro-
moting a .systems-based

-——approach ' fo OSH man-

agement thal engages gov-
ernment, employers and
workers,

ILO Convention no 190,
the first international treaty
recognising the right to a
world of work free from

violence and harassment,

.

including gender-based
violence, will extend pro-
tection to all workers, re-
gardless of their contractual
status, and applies both to
formal and informal sec-
tors.

On Thursday, Sakha-
wal Hussain hosted an
exchange meeting with
ambassadors and repre-
sentatives from Asia-Pacific
countries, during which he
highlighted the labour sec-
tor reforms achieved under
the present government.

He also expressed con-
cern over the high unem-
ployment rates among Pal-
estinian youth and their
lack of access to education
and training and urged the
global community to pri-
oritise employment genera-
tion in rehabilitation efforts
and dedicate funds.
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Labour ordinance goes past
tripartite agreement

TS WA il e CErea S

- . w3 wzEe fauiies 59 « aferEme
The interim government's amendment of the labour law, despite objections &g« =21 70| wars (@ ofirm
raised bdy business groups during the draft stage, has triggered fresh protests ~ wprms sz o1 « =12 @@
demanding its withdrawal. Opponents argue that some key provisions deviate (e v vira ferm caff, 5@t @
from the understandings reached earlier in tripartite meetings involving the TR =5 =BT T2l (5
F:mi‘nment, employers and labour representatives. The gazette notification (o @EPRerETSs « G@ BE 3@ |

ssued on November 17 by the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary w5 & ok fenste wfia @ FEr

Affairs introduced a range of revisions, including reducing the number of st whoEe e

workers l'lqtliI'Ed toforma Iull'ljl)l‘l. easing trade union registration 1A, G SU-ND.AY NO‘rEhiBE[_{ 23‘ 2025

requirements, expanding definitions related to workers and workplaces and : :
imposing new obligations on employers regarding safety, hygiene and AGRAHAYAN 8, 1432 BS
maternity benefits. One of the most significant shifts aliows for 20 workers in The Biily Star
factories employing between 20 and 300 workers to form a trade union. = 1
ese changes, widely seen as driven by international pressure, aims to align SI(OP de Cl ares

Ba“ﬂ#::h s Ia::r;ur st:el}darg:i w'ith %Eobaf nglm'ss -- aim .-lallﬂgnrnent deemed

cruc sustaining preferential trade benefits, particularly in the European d =
Union. Rights organisations, major buyers, and international partners su‘?:h as blOCkade over leaSIHg

the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the EU and the United States -
out port terminals

have been consistently advocating for stronger labour rights and more
g::lsihle trade uhzon rules. However, sew;em!! roe\:jisluns the amended

rdinance have drawn sharp criticism for allegedly straying from the NDENT ¢
consensus built during earlier consultations. A central point of contention STAFF e b
concerns the criteria for forming trade unions. The amended ordinance

replaces the percentage-based
Industry bodies argue that

The Chattogram unit of Sramik-Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) vesterday announced blockades on
the approach roads to Chattogram port and protest
programmes in all districts of the Chattogram

representation system with fixed
numerical thresholds. Critics say this

(Amendment) Ordinance 2025, at least
40 workers' representation would be

required for factories having workers ranging from 301 to 500. Factories
having workers from 501 to 1,500 and 1,501 to 3,000 would require 100 and
300 workers' consent respectively to form a trade union. Some 400-worker
representation is a prerequisite to form a trade union in factories with more
than 3,000 workers. The ordinance permits up to five unions within a single
establishment, raising fears of union proliferation, factionalism, and potential handed over to foreign operators, but details of
interference from external actors. These sweeping changes have drawn strong (he agreements were unknown.

resistance from key industry bodies. They argue that several provisions
incorporated into the ordinance go beyond what had been agreed uponinthe handover. The court has ordered suspension of all
consultative process. The trade bodies warn that unless the amendments are
reconsidered, the industry could face operational instability,

At the core of the business community's dissatisfaction is the belief that the
consensus-based approach promised during the amendment process was
not honoured. Their grievance -- that the agreed positions reached in
tripartite discussions were sidelined -- cannot be dismissed lightly. Since the
reform was meant to reflect a broad-based agreement, it was reasonable to
expect adherence to the negotiated outcomes. The controversy now
underscores the delicate balance required between meeting global labour
standards and ensuringstability in the country's industrial landscape.

| 88

. . change departs from the tripartite g iednesday. protesting leasing out New
sevemlpmmsmns committee's recommendation, which s i a).;?m__mmg E}:I o

“ . : o Mooring Container, Laldia Char, and Pangaon port
incorporated into the ;E?r':l'r:ﬂnq::f"m":tmb?f I‘E"lo w“:ker_i;t’so terminals - to foreign operators.

: EERY M1 CIVARIIRMIIINS W Kazi Sheikh Nurullah Bahar, general secretary

ordinance go beyond what :ﬁ 500 Empiloyees.;l"‘hebne? frafrnewzr K, of Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, Chattogram division,

had been agreed i neyargue, lowers thebartoofarand ade the announcement at the divisional trade

b upon in the risks destabilising industrial relations.  ynion convention held at July Revolution Hall of

Consultativeprocess Under the Bangladesh Labour the Chattogram Press Club.

The comvention was organised by the SKOP
Chatiogram unit to press home a 13-point demand,
including revising labour laws, ensuring trade union
rights under a single law, and fixing fair wages.

Leaders and members of various workers'
organisations attended. Bahar, chairing the
convention, said two terminals had already been

“A lawsuit has been filed regarding the NCT

contract activities until the hearing, but the order
is not being followed,” he alleged.

He vowed to force the government to cancel the
decisions to hand over the terminals.

As per the protest schedule, blockades will be
enforced from 10:00am to 1:00pm on Wednesday
at the port approach points in Agrabad, Boropole
and Mailer Matha. Protest rallies will also be held
in all districts. Labour leaders expressed concern
that leasing out Chattogram port te foreign
companies would cripple the economy and leave
90 percent of port workers jobless.

Jahid Uddin Shahin, general secretary of Jatiya
Sramik Jote, Chattogram district, made the same
allegation.

Tapan Dutta, president of the Trade Union
Centre, Chattogram district, said policy failures
of the previous government caused immense
suffering, while the new government's decisions
were also not worker-friendly.
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FE REPORT

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) has
advised its members to immediately
inspect their factory buildings for any
structural flaws following Friday's
earthquake, warning of possible -
aftershocks and urging factories to
strengthen safety systems.

In a notification issued on Saturday, the
apparel apex body said that after any
major earthquake, there remainsa
significant risk of large aftershocks,
which can pose serious threats to life
and property. "Therefore, it is very
important for us to be alert in this
regard," the BGMEA cautioned.

Since a large number of employees work
in garment factories, it is very important
to strengthen the structural safety of
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factory buildings, the BGMEA suggested.
There are many types of machines in
factory buildings that generate
continuous vibrations while some
sensitive places inside the units like
elevators, boilers, generators, sub-
stations, if damaged, can cause serious
accidents at any time, it said.

As a result, a large number of workers

FRIDAY 24.10.2025
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BGMEA urges immediate
inspection of factories

Labour law overhauled: 20 workers

may be injured, the BGMEA said,
recommending immediate inspection of
factories by structural or civil engineer
to assess buildings for any cracks or
other structural flaws to protect the
buﬁdimfrum aftershock or subsequent
earthquake damage. It also advised
inspecting elevators, boiler rooms,
generator rogms, sub-stations by
qualified engineers.

An earthquake, measuring 5.7 on the
Richter scale, shook Bangladesh on
Friday morning (November 21) that left
around a dozen people dead and scores
injured. The country experienced
another earthquake on Saturday
evening at around 6:06 pm with 3.7
magnitude on the Richter scale after
another tremor was feltat 10:36 am,
measuring 3.3 on the Richter scale,

Munni_fe@yahoo.com

can now form trade union, workers

can’t be blacklisted .

LABOUR - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Advisory Council approves
184 changes to labour law

The interim government has approved the
Bangladesh Labour Act (Amendment) Or-
dinance, simplifying the process of form-
ing trade unions even with 20 workers and

| > Asingle factory may
| have a maximum of
five trade unions

bringing several new sectors under its legal
protection.

The practice of blacklisting workers - a
long-standing method by which employers
barred certain employees from future jobs
based on allegations — has been made en-
tirely illegal.

The revised law was approved yester-
day at a meeting of the Advisory Council,
chaired by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yu-
nus. Following the meeting, Law Adviser
Asif Nazrul briefed reporters at the Foreign
Service Academy in the capital.

¢o

made mandatory

An official from the labour ministry pro-
vided the breakdown of the new minimum
thresholds required for trade union registra-
tion in a factory, stipulating that the minimum
required number of workers to form a union is
20 (for 20-300 total workers), 40 (for 301-1,000
workers), 300 (for 1,001-3,000 workers), and
400 (for 3,001 or more workers).

A maximum of five trade unions will be
allowed within a single factory, he said.

While the amendments have been wel-
comed by labour rights advocates, employ-
ers’ groups have
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
expressed reservations about removing the previous
20% threshold requirement for union formation.

The labour ministry official said that a total of
184 changes have been incorporated into the re-
vised labour law.

The revised law made it mandatory for pri-
vate-sector employers to establish provident funds
or enrol workers in a universal pension scheme.

“This is a historic law’

Asif Nazrul said the new labour law has signifi-
cantly broadened the definition of labour, ensur-
ing that categories of workers who were previously
excluded - including those employed in non-profit
organisations, domestic service, and the maritime
sector — will now enjoy the same legal rights and
protections as other workers.

“This is a historic law,” Asif Nazrul said. “Itis a
milestone in protecting the rights of every worker
in the country, especially those who were outside
the scape of the law until now.”

The law also introduces stricter measures
against sexual harassment and enhances materni-
ty welfare benefits for women workers.

“Maternity benefits for female workers have
been increased, and the law now explicitly pro-
hibits any wage discrimination between men and
women performing the same job," Asif Nazrul said.

Additionally, the formation and registration of

native dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms have
been strengthened to enable workers and employ-
ers to settle disputes without going to court.

To ensure accident compensation, the govern-
ment has approved the creation of a special fund
dedicated to supporting workers and their families
in cases of workplace injury or death. The fund will
provide for rehabilitation and medical treatment
| for affected workers.

“This law attempts to make the worker-employ-
er relationship more humane and equitable. This is
not just the start of a new era for workers, but for
the entire industrial sector,” Asif Nazrul said.

Mixed reactions from stakeholders

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, president of the Bangladesh
Employers’ Federation, told TBS, “If a factory with
1,000 workers is allowed to form a trade union with
only 4o employees, it will undermine the trade un-
ion culture.” He added, “The government is trying
to appease foreign interests, but this shows incom-
petence and poor judgement. The interim govern-
ment will eventually leave, but this law could cre-
ate long-term instability.”

However, labour leader Kalpona Akter, execu-
tive director of the Bangladesh Centre for Workers
Solidarity, welcomed the reform, saying, “If mon-
itoring is strong and both workers and employers
understand the law equally, I don't see any harm
in allowing union formation with 20 workers.”

She, however, cautioned that removing the pre-
vious 20% threshold requirement for unionisation
must be accompanied by strict oversight to prevent
unrest in the industrial sector.

Other approvals
The Advisory Council yesterdayalso gave final ap-
proval to the draft of the Representation of the Peo-
ple (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025 (RPO).
Additionally, the govemment gave in-principle ap-
proval to the drafts of four ordinances. These are: the
Supreme Court Secretariat Ordinance, 2025, the An-
ti-Corruption Commission (Amendment) Ordinance,
! 3025, the July Uprising Memorial Museum Ordinance,
2025, and the Spatial Planning Ordinance, 2025.

Labour law overhauled: 2(

kers

arment owners fear
ILO Convention 190 may
extend liability beyond
their authority

LABOUR - BANGLADESH L : >

TBS REPORT BKMEA legder cites- clause :
covering violence during

Bangladesh should have

evaluated many factors
before signing, they say

Factory owners have said Bangladesh’s recent
ratification of ILO Convention 190 has increased
their responsibilities within the global supply
chain, while raising concern that the garment
sector could face fallout from issues arising in

other industries.

The convention could expose the apparel
trade unions has been made easier, while alter- Sector to risks beyond its control, they said at a

seminar in Dhaka

‘'yesterday titled “Advancing Gen-

der-Sensitive Workplaces: Imple-
mentation of Comprehensive Leam-
ing and Monitoring Resource Pack”.

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, execu-
tive president of BKMEA, said if
the government fails to act against
gender-based violence in other in-
dustries, complaints could be raised
at the International Labour Organ-
ization (ILO) that might ultimately
affect the garment sector’s global
standing.

Ehsan, also the president of
Bangladesh Employers Federation,
added that the convention includes
provisions under which factory own-
ers could be held liable even for inci-
dents outside their direct authority.

““One clause covers violence or
harassment faced by workers while
travelling to or from the workplace,”
he told The Business Standard after
the event. “Even if owners are not
responsible for incidents beyond
factory premises, they could still be
held accountable.”

Ehsan also expressed concern
that foreign states could misuse the
convention to make false allegations
against Bangladesh. Questioning
why countries such as Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia and India have
not ratified it, he said Bangladesh
should have evaluated those exam-
ples before signing.

The ILO Convention 1go is a land-
mark international standard aimed
at eliminating violence and harass-

@ ]

travel to or frn_m workplace

ment, including gender-based vio-
lence, in workplaces worldwide.

On Wednesday, the government
ratified three key ILO conventions:
the Occupational Safety and Health
Convention, 1981 (155); the Promo-
tional Framework for Occupational
Safety and Health Convention, 2006
(187); and the Violence and Harass-
ment Convention, 2019 (190).

By ratifying these, Bangladesh
has become the only South Asian
country to have ratified all 10 funda-
mental ILO conventions.

Factory representatives at the
event said a pilot programme had
already helped reduce gender-based
violence in workplaces and urged
that it be expanded across the coun-

o ¢

BKMEA said it would propose im-
plementing the initiative in its 8oo
member factories and recommend
its adoption in other industries with
government support,

Under the programme, workers
receive training on gender-based
violence and harassment, com-
plaint procedures, and access to
remedies if grievances remain un-
addressed.

Anika, a representative of Metro
Knitting and Dyeing, said, “There
was a time when discrimination
existed in factories. Workers were
afraid to complain for fear of losing
their jobs. After receiving training,
their confidence has grown and the
situation has improved.”

_Bablur Rahman, country manag:
er of Fair Wear, said the initiatives
would continue, adding that the de-
veloped guidelines could serve as a
model for national palicies.
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BANGLADESH-CHINA GREEN TEXTILE EXPO

China pledges long—term support for BD'
green transition in textile industry

Countries that invest in green capacrty today will lead tomorrow's trade , says Chinese envoy

FE REPORT

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh
Yao Wen has said that Bangladesh and
China are transitioning into a new
phase of development cooperation
centred on sustainability, and that
Beijing is ready to become a long-term
partnerin helping Bangladesh adept
greener manufacturing standards
across its textile and apparel industry.
Addressing the inaugural session of
the Bangladesh-China Green Textile
Expo (BCGTX) 2025 in Dhaka on
Thursday, he said China views
environmental transformation in
industry as a "strategic cornerstone"
for future growth, not merely a
compliance target.

"The direction of the global economy
is very clear - countries that investin
green capacity today will lead
tomorrow's trade," he said. "China
stands ready to walk alongside
Bangiadesh in this transition, so that
both sides benefit from a more
resilient, innovative and sustainable
supply chain,"

Ambassador Yao noted that
Bangladesh-China economic
cooperation has increased in both
scope and depth over recent years,
extending beyond trade to
technological upgrading, skills
transfer and industrial modernisation.
He said the textile expo offers a
practical platform to translate this
cooperation into "tangible outcomes
for factories, workers and consumers
alike". The envoy said Bangladesh's
garment exporters had already won
recognition globally for adopting eco-~
friendly practices, and China sees
scope for further collaboration in

Chinese Ambassador to Bangiadesh Yao Wen along with other
distinguished guests inaugurates the Bangladesh-China Green Textile
Expo (BCGTX) 2025 in Dhaka on Thursday.

energy-saving machinery, low-impact
dyeing technologies, digital
automation and recycling-based
production models.

According to him, the world's major
buyers are increasingly demanding not
only compliance certificates but also
verifiable carbon accountability along
the supply chain.

"'Bangladesh's success in the next
stage of the global apparel market will
depend on how quickly it can turn
sustainability into a core industrial
advantage," he said, "Chinais
prepared to share both experience and
technology to accelerate this

journey."

He said Beijing is willing to support
investments in greener equipment,
promote research-based textile
innovation, and facilitate partnerships
between universities, climate
networks and industrial platforms in

both countries.

Referring to China's global outlook,
Ambassador Yao said the country
considers environmental cooperation
an integral part of modern diplomacy,
particularly with its long-standing
development partners.

He referred to recent policy moves by
Beijing to widen market access for
developing countries, saying these
decisions signal China's commitment
to inclusive trade rather than
protectionist privilege.

This year marks the 50th anniversary
of diplomatic relations between Dhaka
and Beijing. Ambassador Yao said the
partnership has matured significantly,
and that sustainability is now taking
shape as a new anchor of bilateial
engagement,

He said the green expo should be
understood not as a ceremonial
gathering but as the beginning of a

targeted effort to embed climate
resilience into Bangladesh's largest
export-earning sector,
The exhibition, which runs from 23 to
25 October at ICCB, features textile
machinery, material innovatiens,
climate-smart manufacturing
techniques, seminars and business
partnership sessions.
Ambassador Yao expressed optrm:sm
that the outcomes of the expo would
help Bangladesh position itselfasa
frontrunner in sustainable textiles
within Asia by the end of this decade.
"If we continue along this path with
determination and shared
commitment, the Bangladeshi
garment sector can become a
genuinely green global leader," he
said.
Managing Director of Savor
International Limited Md Faizul Alam
saida total of 80 stalls have been set
up at the expo. "Itis our beginning in
green transformation in the industry.
We will continue the effort in next year
too," he also said.
Mijanur Rahman, Vice President
(Finance), BGMEA; Brigadier General §
M Zahid Hassan, Chairman,
Bangladesh Textile Mills Corporation
(BTMC); Mohd Khorshed Alam,
President, Bangladesh China Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (BCCCI);
Han Kun, President, CEAB; Guan Jie,
Executive Secretary General, Shanghai
Climate Week Executive Committee;
Professor Fu Jiajia, College of Textile
Science and Engineering, Jiangnan
University; and Ge Zhenyu (Mike Ge),
President, Textile and Garment
Branch, CEAB, among others, were
present at the inaugural ceremony.
bdsmile@gmail.com

28 SBAF 03¢

TEee _ Coeee SemTe |
s¢o (BH WoF e M
m“m;‘;;“@mm ™ 73 GOT O

FETE Mo (ETATS WD 9 IATE |
ewzﬁ?*ﬁmuﬁmsm
B ST TENW! 9 TR | T 99
Feraere AT ST s e
e o oA TR -

TS (WTF O (S 1S & WeAW
wFmEm oo 7@ | Frayest IR e
emwm%ﬁﬁﬂm
g9t @ESTE 5F (AL LT AR T
ST 9o (T NeT FHES (7,

TEA |
| ot efefif, <me

3 (ST HoF P
B @THRTS (@R e

EARAE @A BerEE seans
& TErT I o w2 @5 e
Thire e sttt we et | @y
wat B, ) WY fite we, o @

WY TS SESE e iy wey
§ WSO (BF%E T4 do TAE ¢ T

e |

Bret =08 oo Trovg Hrat wdve w2 e

FAYTYE LOT FE (WA T ey e
NEFH 71 AR | T GRS AfaEE
e AR s e el g

(of%) Tyt Rers =0
wieqH WA (GTE, T aue
e W1 TR A TSR ;NS

AR mﬂﬂﬁ € IWE R
e s =5 @Al Aae G EE
T wEe e @0 8 BAEE 1o
w1 T T (TP
s el wfeam . s =0
a7y famyres ot w0 e P =
w3g W2 TR 0 e SihE =
7 | FAmeTe (U Yo (3% e 6 y e
fabra e T e o P e |




@@y 9

— T T\ [

TR | AEET 203 |

S HETe
FHNES 2 S
Treifs vl Al 40

26 (Wl (W
e aifdravs >

Aifes = w¥Ae wErefs oAl e
e e e RS o (e I RS
ﬁm:ﬂﬁmwﬁmwwﬁﬁﬁm
| 1 e e, e Shfe Bfss
| o e efe aweRm @ =hirs, T @
SfeFdmers o1d e o6, Ffres ooy
fas @

wraffs wiEefEl crom waifee e ==
HEA, 200l 07 TP Y AT
i e weear Sas @@ h OB AEE
TEAEE e O SieTs TEIE 59 | TS
e vem I @IbE 9% WEm
=@ Fesida, TRATEE @ 2 T HE,
e WEAGA, wfrees, 5w
(rraf), esE SE o o & T
e s T G

WEHEAE | b qoEd QO:K?

wmﬁﬁ

ﬁasmwmmﬁfaﬁas

PR 20 | I T W BT W

TG ACTT YT FE |

e A vt BB 23
s (WRWREEE) SN PR
ofiE % ST IR T T o
arE FE oW, APTAE INEEE =eum
mmwmm
I - T | W sef e
foce gt Famte orem woe) orfoos
08 TIEH 8 e el F e 1 gy
= ErifEr fae = =i orle e
IR HoER AERE Wetd e HhiEe
Giaw gz = ToE |

TEARER frm uhe siemt afie
TG S | AT 1B Fiveg @f e
T LA AR | SR TS,
s ufirE PR T T o A
o @ i o sae are | w7 Re T
Tl T AEAE, e IEEhEn Fie
CARRSRT T #ITeTE |

#fsrmt o= 79, apr =i Afw
AT G5, T (@9R I WHT, TRET
w5 ¢ Retera e e | wear
WheaeE 99T AN 3b TER
mmemﬂQNM|

O = TEEREE Fueh e
fasrte wrmf e s e T
feakidics Gadion i e R
AR (e R GeterR e i
AWE, W 2039 AH TR 52| Ao
WO 0 TR @ ST whA @ ffkr
B W T AE)

wmmﬁam&rﬁmmmt
B o207 ets ATwE, AEERE
i e Gy SR e e o i T
‘Il T WO eE el
fre! arpret 391 Bfow) €% RrdReTs
Ferme fRme (raw mate, o fost

STIY PR AT Y& FLEA | i e e
FRATE EFBIT Gie! S90S 309 |
TRl ﬁt-rw FIE TR,
i wfiwe Ao erm R TR
weAITY FeeiE, oriarER s Eeea
m:tzumuﬁmwﬁmw
AR o T AR e
e | IR
Rofger WA FEw, IETH 6
TECEE e d@iem dfs gdeee @

=T OAE w9 (Y R

ateRR o, Wi A BT wine Freien
F T TET! TN TEE TP

T (GEE T |




TS ARSI

@ea Pa3pie T TUEE
o F[AZ UMD TE]
TeafEm, w-e GEs
GOl P oA S
T WA G P Bed
wf o B TE oA
s wers Ao fEE
F;Wﬂamﬁam@m
W EE ESEE  OAw
B SO SIE O e
e S e i
YT U 9 SRS #1fE 711 52-54 W, Te0eE 5a-
«F W @Uo OE Ay, 97 @ 911 93| fom
R WA | AR wes oe b1 4% q5hE WY
A | =) (I e e A ot 3% W Ao
ToTa AT | 0O O3 WA 0% U3 7S 79| R
S 74 0% &% A TUEA 5 *7E oo o
(e [ N o e e B G- T B 1
aﬁsmmsmmmmm|

A GHFAEAE & FEE <, G5! (FANEL
GOHE N 20 Al SRR L3R e
Gl SN F49E SE | FES G6! (ryes A Aned
IFIE6 9 HHUS 64 | G IH Y 7| GaES I
Al FPIE bOE PUAGHE =] AiE g |
ARG (U0F TWEHE T O 96E8 9% BT
259 MGG (Es OTEH HES (FUe™ 1| 29
#td Y7 A WE TREE I TS AU A 7|
GRS ILIF GRER R T S
Il TS (B2 SR | WS srafea
GTA A " @ A @ e N
B0 (02 | S0 QA FreifE s s, 3 G
Oftes| A" I IEE SNEE IR S| Qs
et B5F @ = oefees oF e e
Tl e 5 TEOE i | OSB! ¥Een
HeRra TH TR | VAT A aeifead
Tz e wfis, fewdl, TRAd @ CopSIal T
JCHAARE SON SYF A WEEERl
ST 2Ea AT (e | FEIE 90TE Q9T F1E
AL, ST (FES | NEACHREE Ao aﬁm
=% TEmeaE ¥ Gl A T, @RE
QEATAEE G T @ FrER ASREE 5o D
e 4@3 aEmwEd SETE SR 9%
AR H4F ¢ (WF b Y AN TEATH
et [y oriw afae ) @b Ml @
FEATE, BT @RS, BT, WoR T A
R 3% AT | B 16 FA0E S B, By 5
TR ARAEER? ARAT 8 ATHETE FoiAOF
FERES oA T SH9% AR 0d WEER | AR
8- 0R 9T IREs T WY 9| W A

h‘?ltvﬂ!ﬁt!’l’ shifin o mEiy R

WWW&T\W

ﬁaﬁmaﬁmmﬂﬁ'ﬂmwﬁ.wa@ﬂ
MeEmere HefE o oF s 53 R TR
afe®, g5yl uge Aeiae ael ko)
TR Ay TESEE W AR

> 5 @ wfamw : wefiE T afime
TS B W ouse s e, e, 3 9

oA D ST S A P | 5P ADA!

smuﬁmamtﬁmmmﬁam
B aam=i
3. aferey @ R : 52 coee W AfE afteTE
sfigmel o fom Rfemm o™\ wam e
TEE (U Y AN (OF, TN & IEPRE
o WAEH B, o e IR e o
PP, BETS 541 & i#ieT
e g 3T @renR R R, e a
Gl Us e s
. R @ RS | AR FES TS T
el Toofirel fveee | @2 MemEmEitien 92 ooea
TS TAOPER SEeE e (I WEe 18W
AT |
q FY Ao amHenE, «dbq wEElker @
mﬁﬂﬂﬁaﬁmmmﬁwﬁwmi
8, ! FHEEHLR ER
932 G R TSR 93 o
Y AT os, UfADE @ oA 9 AR

F=
wEEes e 13 o Seerg A, wifEws 9
Tae sarafsren @i S FRdE S O

TS HE SEE OF 9% OISN WA Seaie
QE| OiEd aNeg 8 SEEd | s
offm TEw, W, OF BEH w2 g
mmﬁmﬁl

WRIOTD TEwA ATE |

wfie ©ika 43 FENS FIG BF TEA, CFET FHE|
T S FE ) (7E e Tneie SR o
e s, AL | R Ty
= BT SRR SRR @B FIE |

BE FUISE TS HEGSIE o TS F5G 75| WAS
CHEE TE0! el | S afee arsiE T
AT GO | oEeTE R Al @ W
GTAEA (T ¥ @ SEW GEHE E@ER T SRR
*eER Y e o1 A | SEe @ B 2@ B
TS (T (T T (IO GIEE CEET | (F5 (F6
(@TH F (A WA e T WAEOE GG BIeEE |
WA (@Y IEcE IR onEl S9iey w9
HH (U O O [ FI6H SR SADE WA
TR R T BeE 4En IeReEE 9EE,
fsg Brafa “iAfA| 539 RS et

T = TS B @%me
(5 Y] AEAE (5% $AEA| ULE| GleEa

wfEET FRATRE W S|
frteifene a=faw =frasa F=mn W TG
o frarradlae, aeibar gae ICIES

W S SR fFm, Sve SR WeE o G|
s FEwEtm Twew ‘fEEfER e @
TersmeEerm Few o1 $EE| 99 B SEE WaY
=i (A 2emE YEe ¢iEe |l Reh 3% aviz
SRTH FAETRE SE| ;

R §RkA Az WS Ao 9 99,
siFaRfEET Ut T Y| T qeAeE T
5V 4| A8 aFifey FHEE O SR ARG
TS STC TLEEA| 93 FRANEA WM B A
WA FEES! FAE (501 FCEF| (N | ST
a Ifbm ¥z AN G/ FEA| F7 A A @A
mgimawmﬁmamﬁmmmw
ad|

e MR O] AT, WEARE oI I8
o 9% Rfewn w4 vaEs @ @@ o W) 92
e A WO A AN0T Y93 IFEA |
mwﬂmﬁm?ﬁHWmmﬁmﬂ

e gt Frrs)

#TAAe GiaH AW, HNG & A0 TOEM 8
R A WEOEEE WY YR TETR |
ouEE Wemme wae, 9y Fenaefien, afeoe

A I | S WO, e @ e
e AT AT 7 A GHNY SR G T
o e Wfierr AR TEEREE o e
e e Tl S o S
ey umeos fTmem Ry EmE
-GN AGIA FAEA|

iR [N oeanEeeE oW, TEsles
3T o, AT APl AEEEN FE A
TS | T AR EFERiag S0y W S
= TE |

o feemdiom SRawe B1Y B9 73 A0S A9 399
Eﬂi.?-lalmf?seammwwml
EAES SBBIEN 2NTE 9% oy o, B8 A
TG NSH F AT WS (3Y IS | FZ1
e AT QAT | ST AT (ICE Seria
BIEE (5% IFF! (TS (S (W w7 e
wfows G IS fF @W 493 THT 2T
TTAAE TP SRECD ARFIANE WA SEaA
e @ R Tt AeeE 9Eol -8
sareTe Herwnas Soant e ape gl weew
AT (T TEAQ WE I A Y TS T
AT Rl Aoe 13 (R W Aol aneE, 1l
A FERdeg o SRS T o T A
TR AN G TR R A 2, A 9S{ o,




: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2025,

GSOF 2ND N Hl*’?’\ \l CONFERENCE

Take steps to reopen closed
garment factones. speakers

failed to m stability in Former Jahangimagar University professor and economist Anu Muhammad addresses the
the garment sector. second national conference of Garments sramm Olkya Forum at Ulail Bus Stop at Savar in
After August 5 in the past Dhaka on Friday. | i : —-Newﬁgephm

ment factories were closed for casting their votes for
and several thousand gar- democratic transition of the |
ment workers had lost their country’
job, he said, urging the gov- - Labour leader ‘Harun
mmmmtahahhhmﬂ:s Urﬂaﬁdmmd&kgsmthe
steps to reopen country, wor were
garment factories. low paid. Among them, gar-
on the govern- ment workers cannot run
ment to hold next general their families by the wage I
election in a free, fair and they get.’
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CEPZ fire: With factories
gutted, will workers

be able to keep their jobs

ANALYSIS

HASAN JAMILUR RAHMAN SAIKAT

Though the owners of
both factories — Adams
Caps and Jiehong Medical
Products — have assured |
the workers that no one will,
lose their jobs, workers say |
the anxiety will remain until
_ they actually return to work

imu Akter, 14, lost her father before
Hshe was even old enough to un-
| derstand the significance of death.
Her family now consists of her mother and
younger sister. To support them, Himu had
been working for the past one year and a
| month at Adams Caps and Textiles.

On 16 October, a'devastating fire broke
out in the seven-storey building of Adams
Caps and Jiehong Medical Products inside

the Chattogram Export Processing Zone
(CEPZ). The fire burned for more than 17
hours, reducing property worth hundreds of
crores to ashes.

The factory now lies in ruins.

“] heard that many people at CEPZ have
lost their jobs in the past few months, so
when our factory caught fire, the first thing
that came to my mind was also fear of unem-
ployment,” said Himu.

The building had structural flaws and
lacked a mandatory fire safety plan, ac-

I'he compauylms toId us
that we will keep our jobs.
Mﬂs&w u&gm
leave for now.
haven’t yet saidiﬁmtar =
how we will resume work.

; way said theywﬂdmﬁ!e

~ cording to fire service officials. They said
warehouses on several floors were not built
following proper rules, which may have de-
layed firefighting efforts.

Although the building had a fire detection
alarm system and extinguishers, they were
not adequate. In an instant, the livelihoods of
arounl 3,000 workers were thrown into un-

| certainty.

Adams produced towels and caps, while
Jichong Medical produced surgical gowns.
Both warehouses were located on the sev-

enth floor — where the fire originated. The |

flames then spread across the entire top
floor. Throughout that night, small explo-
sions were heard intermittently inside the
factory. Later, the Fire Service managed to
bring the fire under control,

Companies assure no layoffs,
but workers remain anxious
The owners of both Adams Caps and Jiehong

Products also operates an-
other factory inside the Chat-
togram EPZ and one in the
Mirsarai Economic Zone. The
company has already offered
workers the opportunity to
join those facilities while re-
taining their previous benefits
and positions.”

He added, “Shifts will be
arranged day and night at our
other EPZ factory, while the
remaining workers have been
advised to join the Mirsarai
plant.”

CEPZ Additional Executive
Director (Industrial Relations)
Ashague Mohammad Sha-
hadat Hossain said, “Discus-
sions have already been held
with the two companies. Ad-
ams Caps and Textile Limited,
which also owns another fac-
tory named Al-Hamidi nearby,
plans to continue operations
from that facility.”

However, Ahmed Dipu,
Bangladesh Head of Adams
Caps and Textile Limited, said
that the company is still work-
ing on the issue and declined to
comment further at this stage.

Workers recall the tragedy
Waorkers were also asked about
the moment the fire broke out,
how they managed to escape,
and what it felt like to watch
their workplace burn before
their eyes.

Medical Products have assured the workers
that no one will lose their jobs. Several work-
ers from the two factories confirmed receiv-
ing this assurance. Still, they said the anxiety
will remain until they actually return to work.

“They've given us a few days off for now.
But they haven't yet said where or how we
will resume work. They said they’ll decide af
ter internal discussions. Still; until something
is certain, the fear won't go away,” said Himu,

Rumpa, a worker at Jichong Medical
Products, echoed, “They haven't said we’ll
lose our jobs, but the company told Us they’ll
give a final decision in a-féw days. If we do
lose our jobs, our families will be on the
streets. Many workers have already lost their
jobs here. If the same happens to us, surviv-
ing will be very difficult.”

When asked about the workers’ job se-
curity, Mofazzal Hossain, head of HR and
Admin at Jiehong Medical Products, said,
“Tiehong Medical

Yasin, a worker from Jie-
hong, said, “After lunch, a
female colleague on the third
floor smelled something burm-
ing. We went upstairs and
saw thick black smoke and
flames on the seventh floor,

We quickly alerted others, and
everyone was asked to evacu-
ate immediately.”

Ismat Ara, another worker,

said, “We were working as usu-
al. The products were already
packed and ready for delivery.
They were being prepared for
lpading onto trucks. Sudden-
ly, we heard we had to get out.
When we reached downstairs,
we saw flames roaring above
us. My chest twisted in pain
seeing my workplace being de-
stroyed like that.”

Officials from both the com-
panies also recounted the day
the fire broke out.

Rifat Hasan, finance man-
ager of Adams Caps and Tex-
tiles, said, “As soon as the fire
broke out in the storage area
where raw materials and fab-
rics were kept, we immediately
evacuated all workers safely.

No casualties occurred.”

Borhan Uddin, senior exec-
utive of Jiehong Medical, said,

“Most of our raw materials and
expart-ready goods stored on

the sixth and seventh floors

were completely destroyed

by the fire. But thankfully, no
workers were harmed.”

-
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RMG 0 ' owth slows amid
global headwinds: BB

E}CPORTS from readymade
garments have been facing
growing headwinds from
trade policy shifts and global
demand fluctuations in the
first quarter of the current fi-
nancial year 2025-26, which
have slowed export growth,
according to Bangladesh
Bank data.

The central bank stated
that the sector would step into
the rest of FY26 amid chal-
lenges shaped not L only by de-
mand dynamics in key mar-
kets but also by geopolitical
and trade risks, such as new
high US tariffs and related
trade tensions, which might
create uncertainty regarding
order flows and place pres-
sure on competitiveness.

to the BB's

RMG sector earned $9.93 hil-
lion, recording a year-on-year
growth of 4.34 per cent, in

July-September peri
of FY26, higher than thai of
$9.51 billion earned in the
same period of FY25.

The earnings in the re-
porting period were 8.88
per cent higher than that
of $9.11 billion recorded in
the preceding quarter, April-
June period, of the FY25.

During the first quarter of

FY26, import value of raw
materials, like raw cotton,
synthetic or viscose fibre,
synthetic or mixed yarn, cot-
ton yarn, textile fabrics and
accessories for garments was
$3.84 billion, accounting for
38.66 per cent of total RMG
export earnings.

In other words, the net
exports from this sector
amounted to $6.08 billion,
or 61.34 per cent of total
RMG exports, in the July-
September quarter of FY26.

The net exports were
17.62 per cent higher than
those of the p quar-
ter (April-June of FY25),

which were $5.18 billion,
and 8.37 per cent higher than
those of the same quarter
of the previous fiscal year,
which were $5.62 billion, the
central bank data stated.

During July-September
of FY26, Bangladesh’s RMG
exports were primarily di-
rected to nine major desti-
nations, including the US,
Germany, the United King-
dom, Spain, France, the
Netherlands, Italy, Canada
and Belgium.

Export earnings from
these countries amounted
to $7.94 billion during the
reporting period, accounting
for over 90 per cent of the to-
tal RMG exports.

During FY25, the RMG
sector contributed 8.52 per
cent to Bangladesh’s nomi-
nal GDP.

The total RMG export
earnings for FY25 stood at
$39.35 billion, indicating
a higher growth of 8.90 per
cent as compared to that of

“ ﬂa NOVEMBER 28, 20?5
abour act amendments

fail to fully reflect TCC
proposals stakeholders

ASTAKEHOIDERS’]:I:BB!-
ing on proposed amend-
ments to the

Labour Act,. 2006, high-
lighted gaps in the latest

gamsad by ‘the Solidarity
Center on Thursday at a
city hotel, brought together

ty labour rights advocates,
employers, and policymak-
ersplto review the amend-
ments and ensure they
fairly reflect the interests of
all parties.

Participants said sev-
eral proposals, including
freedom of association

and collective bargaining

suggested by the Tripar-

tite Consultative Commit-
tee, especially from work-
ars' representatives, were
not included in the latest
amendments.

some cases, the changes
might give disproportion-
ate advantages to emplay-
ers.

Some participants wel-
changes.

-mmdoaﬂam

These include revising
the minimum wage every
three years instead of five.-

However, labour rights

defenders mentioned that

recommendations  from
the Labour.Reform Com-
mission were not fully in-
corporated into the amend-
ments.

Solidarity Center coun-
try programme director
AKM Nasim, pointed out
technical inconsistencies
in the amended law.

He cited examples in
union formation rules.
Under clause (a), a union
in a 300-worker establish-
ment requires 20 members,
about 6.7 per cent of the
workforce.

‘But if the establishment
has 301 wdrkers, the re-
quired number jumps to
40, or 13.3 per cent, under
clause (b). :

‘Similarly, for 500 work-

ers, the threshold is 40

members (8 per cent), but -

.adding one worker increas-

es the requirement to 100

4 high-valus

the preceding fiscal year's
$36.13 billion, the Bangla-
desh Bank report added,

According to the gquar-
terly report, the government
and the Bangladesh Bank
have taken several measures
to facilitate the production
and export of the RMG sec-
tor, including pre-shipment
credit, incentives for export
expansion, and funds for
export green transformation,
export facilitation and ex-
part development.

The report also stated
that during the first quarter
of FY26, Bangladesh’s RMG
industry continued to dem-
onstrate its vital role.

‘Despite facing a complex
global environment marked
by trade policy uncertain-
ties, high input costs and
fluctuating consumer de-
mand, the sector managed to
sustain a modest but steady
growth in export earnings,’
the report added. =

~ It also said that this per-
formance reflected the in-
dustry’s strong production
mpa::ltg;.ﬂ mailianhjﬂic:s and
adaptability to s inter-
" The M’ "
report en-
hancing trade negotiations
and technological upgrades
ihrough strategic policy sup-
port to sustain export mo-
mentum. ey
‘Strengthening value a
dition through backward

ladesh’s competitive edge in
th&sloba.l apparel markst,

the value ad-
mmﬁm Haq Khan,
sauﬁr vice president of
hndndmh Garment
Eﬁ Aasodatlon. sald fh:;
were always
I.ncmssﬂy e value nddiﬂnnmfar
competitiveness.
He also said that the sec-
tor focuses on producing
products, in-
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CEPZ fire: With factories
outted, will workers

be able to keep their jobs?

RNEL?SJS

HASAN JAMILUR RAHMAN SAIKAT

Though the owners of

both factories — Adams
Caps and Jiehong Medical
Products — have assured
the workers that no one will|
lose their jobs, workers say
the anxiety will remain until

they actually return to work

i imu Akter, 14, lost her father before
she was even old enough to un-
derstand the significance of death.

Her family now consists of her mother and

| younger sister. To support them, Himu had

been working for the past one year and a
month at Adams Caps and Textiles.

On 16 October, a-devastating fire broke
put in the seven-storéy building of Adams
Caps and Jiehong Medical Products inside
the Chattogram Export Processing Zone
(CEPZ). The fire buned for more than 17
hours, reducing property worth hundreds of
crores to ashes.

The factory now lies in ruins.

“T heard that many people at CEPZ have
lost their jobs in the past few months, so
when our factory caught fire, the first thing

that came to my mind was also fear of unem-
ployment,” said Himu.

The building had structural flaws and
lacked a mandatory fire safety plan, ac-

I‘he company has toldus
that we mﬂkem! 0""105&

“haven’ty yet sa:d here or
‘how we will resmnéwm-k.

e i
Butunl ometings

cording to fire service officials. ‘They ' said
warehouses on several floors were not built
following proper rules, which may have de-
layed firefighting efforts.

Although the building had a fire detection
alarm system and extinguishers, they were
not adequate. In an instant, the livelihoods of
around 3,000 workers were thrown into un-
certainty.

Adams produced towels and caps, while
Jiechong Medical produced surgical gowns.
Both warehouses were located on the sev-
enth floor — where the fire originated. The
flames then spread across the entire top
floor. Throughout that night, small explo-
sions were heard intermittently inside the
factory. Later, the Fire Service managed to
bring the fire under control.

Companies assure no layoffs,
but workers remain anxious
The owners of both Adams Caps and Jiehong

Products also operates an-
other factory inside the Chat-
togram EPZ and one in the
Mirsarai Economic Zone, The
company has already offered
workers the opportunity to
join those facilities while re-
taining their previous benefits
and positions.”

He added, “Shifts will be
arranged day and night at our
other EPZ factory, while the
remaining workers have been
advised to join the Mirsarai
plant.”

CEPZ Additional Executive
Director (Industrial Relations)
Ashaque Mohammad Sha-
hadat Hessain said, “Discus-
sions have already been held
with the two companies. Ad-
ams Caps and Textile Limited,
which also owns another fac-
tory named Al-Hamidi nearby,
plans to continue operations
from that facility.”

However, Ahmed Dipu,
Bangladesh Head of Adams
Caps and Textile Limited, said
that the company is still work-
ing on the issue and declined to
comment further at this stage.

Workers recall the tragedy
Workers were also asked about
the moment the fire broke out,
how they managed to escape,
and what it felt like to watch
their workplace burn before
their eyes.

@Y

'Medical Products have assured the workers
that no one will lose their jobs. Several work-
ers from the two factories confirmed receiv
ing this assurance. Still, they said the anxiety
will remain until they actually return to work.
“They've given us a few days off for now,
But they haven't yet said where or how we
will tesume work. They said they'll decide af
ter internal discussions. Still; until something
is certain, the fear won't go away,” said Himu.
Rumpa, a worker at Jiechong Medical
Products, echoed, “They haven’t said we’ll
lose our jobs, but the mmpanuo}d'ﬁ they'll
give a final decision in a féw days. If we do
lose our jobs, our families will be on the

| streets. Many workers have already lost their

jobs here. If the same happens to us, surviv-
ing will be very difficult.”

When asked about the workers’ job se-
curity, Mofazzal Hossain, head of HR and
Admin at Jiehong Medical Products, said,
“Jiehong Medical

Yasin, a worker from Jie-
hong, said, “After lunch, a
femmale colleague on the third
floor smelled something burn-
ing. We went upstairs and
saw thick black smoke and
flames on the seventh floor.
We quickly alerted others, and
everyone was asked to evacu-
ate immediately.”

Ismat Ara, another worker,
said, “We were working as usu-
al. The products were already
packed and ready for delivery.
They were being prepared for
loading onto trucks. Sudden-
ly, we heard we had to get out.
When we reached downstairs,
we saw flames roaring above
us. My chest twisted in pain
seeing my workplace being de-
stroyed like that.”

Officials from both the com-
panies also recounted the day
the fre broke out.

Rifat Hasan, finance man-
ager of Adams Caps and Tex- :
tiles, said, “As soon as the fire
broke out in the storage area
where raw materials and fab-
tics were kept, we immediately |
evacuated all workers safely.

No casualties occurred.”

Borhan Uddin, senior exec-

utive of Jiehong Medical, said,

“Most of our raw materials and

export-ready goods stored on

the sixth and seventh floors

were completely destroyed

by the fire. But thankfully, no |
workers were harmed.”
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Tak steps to reopen closed
garment factones. speakers

Tk

interim t had

failed to m stability in Former Jahangirnagar Uniwwmamm Anu Muhammad addresses the

the garment sector. second national conference of Garments Srammmm Forum at Ulall Bus Stop at Savar in |
After August 5 in the past Dhaka on Friday. . :

year, several hundred gar-

ment factories were closed for casting their votes for

and several thousand gar- democratic transition of the

ment workers had lost their country’ :

job, he said, urging the gov- - Labour leader Harun

ernment to take the dmﬂtg Ur wdth:dd tl;tntn the

steps to reopen ~ country, wor were

garment factories. low paid. Among them, gar-

on the govern- ment workers cannot run
ment to hold next general theirfnmﬂisa by the wage
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owth slows

global headwinds: BB

Staff Correspondent

EXPORTS from readymade
garments have been facing
growing headwinds from
trade policy shifts and global
demand fluctuations in the
first quarter of the current fi-
nancial year 2025-26, which
have slowed export growth,
according to Bangladesh
Bank data.

The central bank stated
that the sectorwould step into
the rest of FY26 amid chal-

lion, recording a -year

growth of 4.34 per cent, in

the July-September period
of FY26, higher than that of
$9.51 billion earned in the
same period of FY25.

The earnings in the re-
porting period were B8.88
per cent higher than that
of $9.11 billion recorded in
the preceding quarter, April-
June period, of the FY25.

During the first quarter of
FY26, import value of raw
materials, like raw cotton,
synthetic or viscose fibre,
synthetic or mixed yarn, cot-
ton varn, textile fabrics and
aecessories for garments was
$3.84 billion, accounting for
38.86 per cent of total RMG

export earnings.
In other words, the net
exports from this sector

- amounted to $6.08 billion,

or 61.34 per cent of total
RMG exports, in the July-
September quarter of FY26.

The nst exports were
17.62 per cent higher than
those of the preceding quar-
ter (April-June of FY25),

A¢

which were $5.18 billion,
and 8.37 per cent higher than
those of the same quarter
of the previous fiscal year,
which were $5.62 billion, the
ceniral bank data stated.

During  July-September
of FY26, Bangladesh’s RMG
exports were primarily di-
rected to nine major desti-
nafions, including the US,
Germany, the United King-
dom, Spain, France, the
Netherlands, Italy, Canada
and Belgium,

Export earnings from
these countries amounted
to $7.94 billion during the
reporting period, accounting
for over 90 per cent of the to-
tal RMG exports.

During FY25, the RMG
sector contributed 8.52 per
cent to Bangladesh's nomi-
nal GDP

Ttie total RMG export

for FY25 stood at
$39.35 billion, indicating
a higher growth of 8.90 per

cent as compared to thal of

: NOVEMBER 28, 2025,

abour act amendments

fail to fully reflect TCC
proposals stakeholders.

suggested - by the Tripar- - Solidarity Center coun-
tite Consultative Commit- try programme director

A_S'EAKEHOLDERS' meet-
ing on amend-
ments to the Bangladesh
Labour Act, 2006, high-
lighted gaps in the latest
chmgea and its potential

ganised by the Solidarity ers
Center on Thumday at a

city hotel, brought mgﬂlhe.r
labour rights advocates

employers, and policymak-
ers to review the amend-
ments and ensure they
fairly reflect the interests of
ol carki

pariies.

Participants said sev-
eral proposals, including
freedom of association
and collective bargaining

tee especially from work-
ers’ representatives, were
not included in the latest
amendments.

They warned that in
some cases, the
might give disproportion-
ate advantages to employ-
Some parhcxpants wel-
comed certain - chimgs :

the minimum wage every

tiree years instead of five.

- However, labour rights

defenders mentioned that
recommendations - from
the Labour Reform Com-
mission were not fully in-
corporated into the amend-
ments.

AKM Nasim, pointed out
technical inconsistencies
in the amended law.

He cited examples in
union formation rules.
Under dlause (a), a union
in a 300-worker establish-
merit requires 20 members,
about 6.7 per cent of the
waorkforce

‘But if the establishment
‘has 301 workers, the re-
quired number jumps to
40, or 13.3 per cent, under
clause ().

Similarly, for 500 work-

ers, the threshold is 40
members (8 per cent), but —
-adding one worker increas-
gs the requirement to 100

amid

the preceding fiscal year’s
$36.13 billion, the B
desh Bank report added.

According to the guar-
terly report, the government
and the Bangladesh Bank
have taken several measures
to facilitate the production
and export of the RMG sec-
tor, including pre-shipment
credit, incentives for export
expansion, and funds for
export green transformation,
export facilitation and ex-
port development.

The report also stated
that during the first quarter
of FY26, Banggbzuim]:u:‘;l RMG
industry continued to dem-
onstrate its vital role.

‘Despite facing a complex
global environment marked
by trade policy uncertain-
ties, high input costs and
fluctuating consumer de-
mand, the sector managed to
sustain a modest buit sts&dy
growth in export earnings,’
the report added. K

~ It also said that this per-
formance reflected the in-
dustry’s strong production
capacity, resilience and
adaptability to shifting inter-
national market dynamics.

The report suggested en-
hancing trade negotiations
and technological upgrades
ihrough strategic policy sup-
port to sustain export mo-
mentum,

‘S vilue ad-
backward

dition
industries, improv-
ing labour productivity and
ensuring environmental and
social compliance would be
critical to maintaining Bans—
ladesh’s competitive 1n
t.ha glpbal apparel
the report added.

they were always trying to
increase value addition for
competitiveness.

He also said that the sec-
tor focuses on producing
high-va.lua roducts, in-
~ novation,
development, urging
ernmental policy supports
in this regard.

research and —

o ¢q
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| Banegladesh Ministry of Expatriates’ Wel- WWGWW“WI
/ g fare and Oversea; Em";?“u’{f:é AT S WS, Y036 HEE 447 415
’ jor Secretary Neyam 5 b TER eexy T
eyes Japan’s Suiyan attended as. the chief s sl e, T
IﬂbOlll" mal'kE't guest, while around 250 man- Tofrs «ify SUET SSarEmaSIITTE W4
peamspeiing WA secruiie bl syt LR
- : i . Ehic
amid demand  senisaions cocpart () efotrel A v Pl

for 11m workers ambassador to Japan, Md Daud
Ali, assured that the embassy

would full: rt efforts to in- o8 FEw | REET (o

LABOUR - BANGLADESH EWE Wippot Fh ?m TEUY WARE Wowl AGrEN, (e AErEN
crease the deployment of skilled e s !
Bangladeshi workers. = 1 fee gl

TBS REPORT During the seminar, Neyamat —Pare Workers for employment in
pr&;enisedastansdcalmr'npamono{ Japan, and the number could be

Bangladesh has positioned itself
as a potential major source of

labour trends in both countries, not-
ing that Bangladesh currently has a

increased based on future needs,
Neyamat ‘also highlighted the

skilled workers for Japan, which surplus of around 25 million work- fﬂmﬁtﬁzﬁ of a “Japan Cell”
is projected to face a shortage of ing-age individuals, a trend expect- 1 the ministry to serve as a
around u million foreign workers ed to continue for the next 15 years. coordination and communication

by 2040.

The government says it is pre-
paring to meet this demand by
strengthening training and re-
cruitment systems for overseas
employment.

The Embassy of Bangladesh in
" Tokyo organised a seminar and
business matching event yester-
day in Nagoya, with support from
the Japan International Trainee
and Skilled Worker Cooperation
Organization (Jitco).

In contrast, Japan is projected
to require a significant number
of foreign workers to sustain its
workforce.

He said Bangladesh is com-
mitted to taking necessary steps
to meet part of Japan's labour de-
mand,

Te support this, 33 Techni-
cal Training Centres (TTCs) have
already been designated to pre-

point dedicated to the Japanese la-
bour market,

He expressed hope that coop-
eration between Bangladeshi and
Japanese recruitment organisa-
tions would create mutual benefits,

Jitco Senior Vice President
Shigeo Matsutomi gave a pres-
entation on global labour market
trends and employment prospects
in Japan.

At the end of the event, four
agreements were signed between
Bangladeshi manpower-sending

- agencies and Japanese recruiting -

companies. Officials of the Bang-
ladesh Embassy were also present.
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Migrant workers in KSA subjected

to devastating abuses: report

Staff Correspondent

MIGRANT workers, includ-
ing Bangladeshis employed
on the Rivadh Metro project
in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, were forced to pay
exorbitant recruitment fees,
work in extreme heat and
accept meagre wages during
a decade of serious exploita-
tion, said the Amnesty Inter-
national in a report released
on Monday.

The report titled ‘Nobody
wants to work in these situ-
ations: A decade of exploi-
tation on the Rivadh Metro
project’ documented wide-
spread labour abuses in the
construction of one of Saudi
Arabia’s flagship infrastruc-
ture projects.

Promoted as the backbone
of Rivadh’s public transport
network, the metro was built

by leading Saudi and inter-
national companies under
government direction.

An estimated 50,000 to
65,000 people work in the
project.

The rights organisation
interviewed 38 men from
Bangladesh, India and Ne-
pal who worked for main
contractors, subcontractors
and labour suppliers on the
Riyadh Metro between 2014
and 2025,

It said that many workers
interviewed had paid illegal
recruitment fees and then
endured long, exhausting
hours in unsafe conditions
for discriminatory, poverty-
level pay.

‘Beneath its sleek exterior
lies a decade of abuses ena-
bled by a labour system that
sacrifices migrant workers’
rights,’ said Marta Schaaf,

programme director for cli-
mate, economic social justice
and corporate accountability
at the Amnesty International.

The rights organisation
said that the hardships were
intensified by exposure to
extreme heat as tempera-
tures continued torise in the
Gulf due to human-induced
climate change.

It said that the Saudi au-
thorities had failed for years
to enforce protections or dis-
mantle a labour system that
left migrant workers highly
vulnerable to exploitation.

For nearly all of them, the
abuse began at home. Work-
ers reported paying between
$700 and $3,500 in recruit-
ment and associated fees
— far exceeding legal limits
in origin countries and de-
spite Saudi laws prohibiting
worker-borne  recruitment

ve |

costs. Many went into debt
before travelling.

Once in Saudi Arabia,
many workers earned less
than $2 an hour as labour
ers, cleaners and office assis-
tants. Most of them worked
more than 60 hours a week.
Although overtime was not
always overtly forced, work-
ers said that their wages
were so low that the refusal
of an overtime offer was not
an option.

The long hours were com-
pounded by exireme heat.
Workers described the con-
ditions as ‘like being in hell,
saying the ban on outdoor
work under direct sun from
midday to 3:00pm offered
virtually no protection as
temperatures remained above
40C for much of the day.

Workers ~ also reported
other abuses, including

passport confiscation, over-
crowded and unhygienic
accommodation, poor-qual-
ity food and discriminatory
treatment.

The Amnesty Interna-
tional has urged Saudi Ara-
bia to fully dismantle ‘ka-
fala system’, a sponsorship
system that binds migrant
workers to an employer,
enforce labour laws aligned
with global standards and
ensure accountability across
all tiers of contractors in-
volved in mega-projects, in-
cluding those linked to the
2034 World Cup.

According to the Bureau
of Manpower Employment
and Training, nearly 50 lakh
Bangladeshis have migrated
from Bangladesh to the KSA
since 2004, making it the
largest destination for Bang-
ladeshi labour.
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Rashad Ahamad

MIGRANT workers are fac-
ing acute mental health cri-
ses in destination countries
as they struggle with un-
employment, loans, unpaid
wages, exploitation, family-
related stress, loneliness and
cultural shock as there is no
mental health support sys-
tem in place,

Rights activists and mi-
gration experts said that
although migrants endure
a wide range of hardship

Continued from page 1
distressed returnees is likely
to be much higher.

Brac associate director
and head of its tion
programme, Shariful Hasan,
said that they have provided
mental health support to
more than 15,000 migrants
in recent years through 30
psychosocial  counselling
centres across the country.

He noted that many
deaths reported abroad as
heart attacks or strokes may
be linked to unaddressed
mental health conditions.

‘Our findings show that
psychological distress be-
gins from the moment mi-
grants leave home for the

igh migration cost that
they collect on loans. These
challenges intensify abroad,
especially when they face
loitation or isolation,’ he
d.

After returning to Bangla-
desh, many migrants, espe-
cially those who come back
suddenly, struggle in the
counfry due to unemploy-
ment.

Shariful said that finan-
cial crisis, debt pressure and
social stigma further deterio-
rate their mental health after

Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit
founding .. chair = Tasneem
Siddiqui said that mental
health support should be a

P
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abroad, often in isolation
from their families, neither
destination countries nor
Bangladesh provides them
with structured psychoso-
cial support.

According to statistics
from the Wage Earners’ Wel-
fare Board, the state agency
under the expatriates’ wel-
fare and overseas employ-
ment! ministry responsible
for repatriating bodies of
deceased migrant workers,
more than 20,000 bodies
were brought back to Bang-

Migrant workers’ ment

priority for migrant workers,
but the government strug-
gles even to ensure basic
physical healthcare.

‘Many so-called suicide
cases are not purely sui-
cides. In the cases of wom-
e, a significant number are
victims of abuse,” she said,
adding that all deceased
migrants should undergo
autopsies in Bangladesh to
ensure accountability and
prevent further deaths.

She recommended regu-
lar community gatherings
for migrant workers in desti-
nation countries, along with
em ~run counselling
services to help reduce their
stress, isolation and vulner-
ahility,

She also urged the au-
thorities to take immediate
steps to reduce migration
costs, reality-based orienta-
tion and insurance for mi-
grants.

WEWB director ATM
Mahbub-ul Karim said that
while the government pro-
vides mental health support
to returnee migrants under
a project implemented in
Bangladesh, there is no such
service available in the des-
tination country.

He said that labour wings
at embassies lack the capac-
ity to offer such support.

‘We cannot even appoint
lawyers at all missions to
ensure legal support for the

ladesh from different coun-
tries in the past five years.
WEWB data show that 31
per cent of migrant worker
deaths tecorded abroad are
classified as ‘abnormal’,
including road accidents,
workplace falls, other acci-
dental deaths, and suicides.
Based on these reports
from destination countries,
an estimated 700 migrant
workers died by suicide dur-
ing the past five years.
Bangladesh does not con-
duct any second, independ-

migrants,’ he said.

During  pre-departure
orientation, we inform mi-
grants about mental health
issues, but continuous sup-
port in host countries is still
missing,' he said,

The story of Ruma Akter
Salma, a domestic worker
who reportedly died by sui-
cide in 2022, reflects the sys-
temic gaps.

Her husband Rabiul Is-
lam said that the family re-
ceived her body five months
after her death.

Ruma migrated as a do-
mestic worker and was com-
pelled to change employers
within tweo months,

‘She was kept under con-
stant pressure in the last
house she worked in. She
could not speak to us for
months because her employ-
er forbade her,’ Rabiul said.

Mental health profes-
sionals in Bangladesh say
that the emotional suffering
of migrant workers is both
widespread and deeply root-
ed in structural inequalities,

Kamal Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury, professor at the
Department of Clinical Psy-
chology at Dhaka University
and director of the Nasirul-
lah Psychotherapy Unit,
said that returnees often
describe a pattern of mental
crises ftriggered by specific
experiences.

‘Loneliness, physical and

al health

grant workers' meal
health largely ignored

700 die by suicide, 150 return with mental dzsorders m5 years

ent autopsy ‘on repatriated
badies, leaving the accuracy
of these classifications 1n-
verified.

. Additionally, ' non-gov-
efamental organisation Brac
reported that nearly 150
migtant workers with se-
veré mental disorders were
deported ' from - destination
counfries and taken into
their ‘care. during the past
five years.

‘Experts say ‘that the ac-
tual number of mentally

mental abuse, job loss, lack
of proper salary — these are
the most common stressors
that the migrants report,’ he
said.

He added that exploita-
tive working conditions,
long hours, low pay, poor
safety standards and over-
crowded living spaces con-
tribute to both physical and
psychological deterioration.

Migrant workers are also
exposed to exireme social
isolation. barriers,
lack of community, and lim-
ited access to support net-
works leave migrants unable
to seek help even when they
desperately need it.

The experts said that
mental health must be in-
tegrated into every stage of
the migration cycle — at the
pre-departure stage, in des-
tination countries, and after
return to the country.

They stressed the need

for stronger bilateral agree-
. ments, psycho-
social services, better moni-
toring by embassies, and
reintegration support for
returnees.

According to the Bureau
of Manpower Employment
and ining, 1.4 crore
Bangladeshis migrated ‘to
160 countries, including

Emirates, Oman, and Singa-
pore in the past 21 years,
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to ensure that migrant work-

are held accountable.

, The experts expressed
renewed concern about the
continued exploitation, de-
ception, and deepening debt
bondage of Bangladeshi mi-
grant workers in Malaysia.

They urged Bangladesh
to the oversight.
of recruitment agencies, pos-
sibly through a centralised
job portal, and prohibit the
collection of fees from mi-
grant workers.

‘We are deeply troubled
that fraudulent recruitment
and the exploitation of mi-
grants remain widespread
and systematic in Malaysia,’
the experts said in a state-
merit issued from Geneva.

‘These practices continue
to cause significant human
rights harms to affected
workers and their families,’
said the experts who have
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been in contact with the gov-
ernments of Malaysia and
Bangladesh on these issues.

according to information
received, thousands of
workers recruited through
the Bangladesh Overseas
Employment and Services
remain stranded in Bang-
ladesh or face exploitation
risks in Malaysia after pay-
ing recruitment fees report-
edly exceeding the official
fees by more than five times.

Allegations also include
confiscation of passports by
employers, false job prom-
ises, discrepancies between
contracts and promised em-

ployment packages, the pub- ~

lication of workers’ passport

numbers and other personal

information without their

consent, and the lack of ac-
cess to support from respon-
sible government agencies.
‘Some migrants have re-
portedly been asked to make

forms additional payments, while

to jobs without their consent.
We have also been informed
that a small number of recruit-

.ment agencies operate as a
closed syndicate sustained by

corruption, lack of transparen-
cy, and systemic exploitation,’
the experts noted.

They also received re-
ports of workers being pres-

, sured to sign or record-false

declarations stating that they
had only paid official fees
shortly before departure.

The experts reiterated
that the governments of
Bangladesh and Malaysia
have an obligation to en-
sure that labour migration is
governed in a rights-hased,
transparent, and account-
able manner.

Malaysia is asked to en-
sure stronger safeguards to
protect migrants from ex-
ploitation, arbitrary. arrest,
detention or deportation.

untary repatriations and any
form of reprisals by either
governments or employers
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They stressed that invol- -

migrant workers: UN
to Bangladesh, Malaysia

L

against migrant workers are
wholly unacceptable and

violate international human
rights obligations. -

They called on both coun-
tries to conduct prompt and

restitution and debt relief,
and enhance cooperation to

dismantle exploitative re-

cruitment networks.

The experts urged both
Governments to strengthen
independent oversight in co-
operation with civil society,
frade unions, national hu-
man rights institutions, and
UN agencies.

In addition, they called for
expanded labour i ions
in high-risk sectors and effec-
tive firewalls between labour
rights enforcement or service
providers and immigration
enforcement authorities.

They further urged the
government of Bangladesh
to provide pre-departure
training for workers on their
rights and establish effective
reporting channels to secure
remedies to migrants.
ness to continue constructive
dialogue with both govemn-
ments and relevant actors,
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human chain yesterday, demanding
urgent support for 431 workers
who were allegedly exploited by two
Malaysian companies — Mediceram
and Kawaguchi Manufacturing.

The protest took place in front of
the Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Ministry in Dhaka, where
the participants also highlighted
mistreatment of Bangladeshi
migrants in Malaysia.

They wurged both Bangladeshi
and Malaysian authorities, as well
as international buyers, to ensure
that affected workers receive unpaid
wages, fair compensation, and justice
for systemic abuses.

“We also urge the media, activists,
rights community, and other

relevant stakeholders to give this

matter immediate attention,” said a
statement from the Migrant Welfare
Network (MWN).

The statement accused the
Bangladeshi High Commission in
Malaysia and the Expatriates’ Welfare
Ministry of failing to  protect victims of

waia 3¢ THET 2w
;aﬁ: ? 2803

Deported workers call

. TUESDAY NOVEMBER 11, 2025
KARTIK 26, 1432 BS
The Bafly Star
Deported
FROM PAGE 3
workers call — Toem smery and
, % instead fostering an
; environment of retaliation.
for JUStlce Nironjon, a former
H Mediceram worker who
Demor'lsu'ate_mf::m}t oF |-~ iy = e and
‘expats’ welfare ministry deported for protesting
non-renewal of work visas,
D[F[.OM.im(‘ (}DRRESPONDENT e said he went to Malaysia in
© 2023 and faced irregular
Ba dcshl € kers
dﬁed from Tfaglr;;a fo:::;d a and reduced payments.

“We demanded our
rights as humans, but
were treated like second-
class citizens. When we
sought legal status and
reimbursement, we were
threatened and forced onto
flights,” he said.

Omar Farug, a former
worker “of Kawaguchi
Manufacturing, said
they suffered passport
confiscation and unpaid
salaries for over seven

months.

“Our appeals to
authorities brought
no help,” he said. “The
company closed without
paying our wages.
Thousands of migrant
workers in Malaysia face the
same situation. Complete
reform is needed.”

af:fﬁz

According to MWN,
Kawaguchi was a major
supplier for global brands
such as Sony, Panasonic,
and Daikin.

Workers reportedly paid
high recruitment fees and
faced wage irregularities
beginning in 2022, with
salaries going entirely
unpaid for seven months by
September 2024,

After months of
hardship and strikes, 308

wages remamed unsettled
despite a consent order
issued by  Malaysian
authorities following a
settlement meeting on
December 24, 2024. .
MWN said the
Taiwanese owner of
Kawaguchi still owes 3
million Malaysian ringgit
to 251 migrant workers,
while the company has
since shut down without
clearing its dues - a failure
it described as a "serious
lapse” in Malaysia's labour
governance system.

R (T T L e
(fRewz®) @ «fows

a1 vos
AT

THER fsrane

c AETEd e ooy TEAEM
*Tsrﬁmamﬁmwaom

gfeqas. HE
(HBgan)-w7 (e Eoans «F
HoTET S TN W
e (ETEE R e=TA
TN @ [AEEE FEAEE
TG, SFEE  TEAME @
HEedT-97 FTHeSd SHAT

—
.

CarErEy *rEs . (I S,
9 (4TS TH T I =0T W

HEeay TP T e "'ﬁfﬂt’ﬂ

Fwfers Gme 99 o, T
ey Tomm fareemTar
fremiee Fare @9 B
fawmn Bl FeiEwE R

TS @ 4T (ReT W
S OIS (08 (40FS O
HiES FOTC! (RET T

TS @R zf-mtﬂﬁ ki
TSR aeER
= | S IEETA (T (ReTE
Ty wWeE b 3wy
il G e WEeEE
qEAe EErane weuE (5%
T AT 9eRe & R
HEHNEs (RETl 4%  HEW
ﬁw‘f‘w TARAl WWE, 92
ey, WeT Aeew 992




home from Libya

A TOTAL of 309 more Bang-
ladeshi nationals who had
expressed their willingness
to return home from Libva
were repatriated on Friday

under the supervision of

the Bangladesh embassy in
from the Government of Na-
tional Unity of Libya.

The returnees landed at
the Hazrat Shahjalal Inter-
national Airport in Dhaka
at about 9:30am on the day
on a special chartered flight

arranged by the Libyan au-

thorities, ‘according to the

This is the second char-
tered flight facilitated by
the Libyan government this
month to assist stranded or
distressed Bangladeshi mi-

A similar group of 309
migrants was repatriated on
October 9 through the same
arrangement.

Bangladesh ambassador
to Libya retired Major Gen-
eral Abul Hasnat Muham-
mad Khairul Bashar saw the
migrants off at the embassy
premises before their depar-
ture, along with first secre-
tary (labour) Md Russell Mia
and other officials.

The ambassador said that

the government remained -

committed to ensuring the
safe and return
of migrant workers facing
hardship abroad.

T NP0

Ml Y V¥

A et
309 more Bangladeshis return

He urged the return-
ees to raise awareness in
human trafficking and ir-
regular migration, warning
others about the grave risks
involved in taking illegal
routes.

He also encouraged aspir-
ant migrants to pursue legal
migration channels through
proper skills development
and training, noting that
‘every citizen is a valuable
national asset.’

The embassy expressed
gratitude to the Libyan
ministries of interior and
foreign affairs for their
cooperation, saying that
strong - coordination be-
tween Dhaka and Tripoli
had made the repatriation
efforts possible.

Preparations are now
under way to bring back

another 300 Bangladeshi -

nationals from Libya on
October 30.

According to the Bureau

Bangladesh ambassador to Libya Abul Hasnat Miuhammad Khairul Bashar, among others, sees off the Bangladeshi nationals, who
have expressed their willingness to retum home from Libya, on the embassy premises in Tripoli on Thursday.

of Manpower, Employment
and Training, thousands
of Bangladeshi migrants

in Libya remain undocu-'

mented or in distress, many
of whom were trafficked
through irregular routes
across the Mediterranean
corridor.

. Over the past several
years, the Bangladesh mis-
sion have facilitated the
return of more than 10,000
nationals from Libya —
many rescued from deten-

— Press release

tion centres, prisons, or
trafficking networks — un-
der joint initiatives with
the International Organisa-
tion for Migration and the
Libyan authorities.

Despite repeated govern-
ment \
migration to L and Eu-
rope via the Mediterranean
continues, driven by pover-
ty, lack of job opportunities,
and exploitation by traffick-
ers who promise high-pay-
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in six dists

Six women, two children among dead

Staff Correspondent -

AT LEAST 12 people were
killed and six others injured
in road accidents in Cox's
BamSyM ]ashma,‘lhn—

S on Wodneode

Six of the daceased are

women and two are chil-
- dren.

- United News of Bangla-
desh reported that in Cox’s
Bazar, four women and a
child of the same family
were killed and two others
injured in a head-on colli-
sion between a bus and a mi-
crobus in Chakaria upazila.

The identities of the de-
ceased could not be known
immediately, said the police.

Malumghat ~ Highway
Police officer-in-charge Me-
hedi Hasan said that the
accident occurred around
9:00am on the busy Cox’s
Bazar-Chattogram hlghway
to the southern end of Fashi-
akhali Hasher Dighi Army
Camp in Malumghat area of
Chakaria

The .C}aattogmm-bound
bus of ‘Marsa Paribahan' col-
lided with the Cox’s Bazai-

bound microbus, leaving
two dead on the spot and
five others injured, he said.

The injured were taken to
a nearby hospital where phy-
sicians declared three others
dead, the OC said, adding
thatthemstinimadwamad-
nﬂuadmmehui‘;?.i!tl?_l.

and four others were in-
jured when a sand-laden
city-bound speeding truck
collided head-on with the
CNG-run auto-rickshaw on
Sylhet-Temabil highway.
Theamidaut happened at

Khadimnagar.
The deceased were iden-
tified as the

uto-ricksha Bangladesh  Sangbad
dﬁmmﬁ—_‘w‘:ﬁsﬁn@m reported that in g

= T Y P

critical condition.

He said that they seized
the sand-laden truck from
the spot but its driver and his
assistant fled.

New Age correspondent
in Jashore reported that in
the district, a couple were
killed when their motorcy-
cle collided head-on with a
power tiller at Bakoshpole
village under Monirampur
upazila.

The victims were identi-
fied as Ranjit Kumar Das, lec-
turer of a local college, and
his wife Papia Das, a techni-
cian at the Monirampur of-
fice of the t of Pub-
lic Health, said Monirampur
Fire Service station officer

Shafayat Hossain.

5t Afaur Rahimen of Uman- '[tmpﬂ, a woman was killed

pur village at Chiknagul un- in
under]nmtapm upazila

in Sy]het, and Tajul Islam,
40, of Bahubal area under the
ShahParanpuhoemﬂmaty
Shah Paran police officer-
in-charge Monir Hossain
said that the injured were
taken to Sylhet Osmani
Medical College Hospital in

mﬁi = 1

(= 1 WG4 WTGTE e qenEa
Tersas | oifiarag Sospa e,

| b‘ e i‘j QFJ'-(G'
\

a collision between a
truck and a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw on the 'nmgml
Mymensingh highway in
Kallhahupaz:la.

village of Kalihati.
The police said that a
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12 kllled in road acc1dents

" speeding auto-rickshaw hit

a stationary truck from be-
hind, seriously injuring four
on hoard.

Locals took the injured
to Sadar Hospital
where the on-duty doctors
declared Khaleda Akhter
dead.

BSS reported that in Jhe-
naidah, a young driver of a
makeshift motarised vehicle,
locally known as Alam sad-
hu, was killed when a speed-
ing p:ckup van hit his vehi-
cle near Dakbangla Bazar
on }henmdah—ﬂhuadanga
highway:

The deceased was identi- -
ﬁad as Abu Bakar Kallol, 30,
son of Mir Abul Kashem of
Jibne village under Chua-

upazila.

BSS also reported that in
Gopalganj, a five-year-old
glrlwasklllaiwhenaspeed

van hit her in
MansabanBazarareaofAm
toli union under Kotalipara
upazila, while she was cross-
ing the road.

The deceased was Saima
Khanam, daughter of late
Shahjalal Mia of the same
area. —
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3 workers *

burnt in shoe
factory fire at
Bangshal

United News of Bangladesh - -
Dhaka
THREE workers suffered

burn injuries after a fire
broke out at a shoe factory
at Bangshal in Dhaka early
Monday. .

The incident occurred
around 1:40am at the factory
located in Sikkatuli Mazar
Goli under Bangshal.

The injured— Ainuddin,
45, Amir Uddin, 40, and Ru-
man, 16 —are undergoing
treatment at the Burn unit
of Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Ruman told reporters at
the hospital that they were
working in the night shift
when the fire suddenly
erupted from adhesive solu-
tion used in the factory.

‘The flames spread very
quickly. We were all burnt.
We somehow managed to
reach Dhaka Medical our-
selves,’ he said. :

Md Faruk, in-charge at
the DMCH police outpost,
said that the wictims ar-
rived at the emergency unit
around 2:15am and were lat-
er admitted to the burn unit.

Ainuddin sustained 20
per cent of burns, Amir 10
per cent of burns and Ru-
man 45 per cent of burns, he
added.
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Four Bangladeshi
migrants dead as
2 boats capsize

REUTERS
At least four Bangladeshi nationals died after two boats
carrying 95 irregular migrants capsized off the Libyan
coastal city of Al Khums on Thursday, the Libyan Red
Crescent said on Saturday.

The first boat was carrying 26 migrants from
Bangladesh, four of whom died, the Red Crescent saidina
statement on its verified Facebook page.

The second boat carried 69 migrants, including two
Egyptians and dozens of Sudanese, the Red Crescent
added without specifying their fate.

Khums is a coastal city, some 118 km east of the capital,
Tripoli. .On Wednesday, the International Organization
for Migration said that at least 42 migrants went missing
and presumed dead after a rubber boat sank near the Al
Buri oilfield, an offshore facility north-northwest of the
Libyan coast.

[ibya has become a transit route for migrants fleeing
conflict and poverty to Europe across the Mediterranean
since the fall in 2011 of dictator Muammar Gaddali during
a Nato-backed uprising.

Pictures released by the Khums Red Crescent showed
a line of bodies in black plastic bags laid out on the floor,
while the volunteers are seen providing first aid to the
survivors, Other pictures show the rescued migrants
wrapped in thermal blankets sitting on the floor.

The statement added that Coast Guards and Khums
Port Security Agency participated in the rescue operation.
Adding that the bodies were handed over to the relevant
authorities based on instructions by the city’s public
prosecution.

In mid-October, a group of 61 bodies of migrants
were recovered on the coast west of the capital Tripoli.
In September, IOM said at least 50 people had died after
a vessel carrying 75 Sudanese refugees caught fire off
Libya's coast: x f i
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e LR T

TBS REPORT

affirars WRSCaT, SE 6% A1F %9 FFUHI FFATHT AT Hundreds of port workers and trade ~

(BTG S| T A FFAET I o ASH TH
imwmﬂﬁwﬁ.mmmwmw@m
=S coret =1 BT TS S g | T (U7 SREAITE FHE G-
BRATH NEAET T§ g JTAA T
g e & Freras W A0E, e A T ARSI
TGS (Y (REWF T WAL | (T AT y0m e oM @M The hunger strike, organised h'y
g % a2 T (BT (7 | AT AFATEA 5OT5A WIS WS ¥F | the Chattogram Sramik Karmachari
s v IR (TR W] o A TS A #1® " Oikya Parishad (SKOP), began at gam
3 A W O S W, TEE T SR L O 5y rew activists from various affili-
AT (REE T | @ 71 AR ARRICEE TR WA TS AT 004 ynions, who vowed to maintain
TR e wIige TR AF (40F (6N WhE pressure until the lease decision is
AT g AT o e S, PR TR TR o oied. The protest continued until
=R @ TiFweRSCE W ATASAE T & R WS YR o sernoon, f
(rexT WA TR WA g 4R 6 s W In his opening address, SKOP
g BTG TR LT (), (RSIFE TR WA, & FIME onira) jeader Md Anwar Hossain
wfere-firerm B @3 TS WHE | TEEw 20T W condemned the move to hand over

wIfe AR g the NCT to the UAE-based DP World
“against the national interest™.

He said the NCT was built with
domestic funds and modern technol-
ogy, and described it as the country’s
most successful NER
container terminal. “This decision
will not be accepted under any cir-
cumstances,” he asserted.

Kazi Sheikh Nurullah Bahar,
SKOP's event chair and former gen-
eral secretary of the Port CBA, ar-
gued the state must protect public
assets rather than lease or sell them.

union leaders staged a mass hunger
strike outside the Chattogram Press
Club yesterday in a protest against
the interim government's decision to
lease the New Mooring Container Ter-
minal (NCT) and Laldiya Char.

0B

%:ﬁmzﬁwwqﬁm—mﬁmammﬁawmw

A W rae) R e (germ vt smehe

Ctg port workers stage
mass hunger strike to

protest NCT, Laldiya
Char leaseplan

He urged the interim government
to ensure a free and fair transfer of
power through elections and warned
against the continued harassment of
port workers with arbitrary notices.
“Speakers at the protest included
leaders from major labour bodies
and port unions, such as TUC Chat-
togram district president and Labour
Keform Commission member Tapan
Dutta; Bangladesh Workers' Fed-
eration President SK Khoda Toton;
Khorshedul Alam of the Trade Union
Federation; Aamra’s Jamal Uddin;
dock workers' leader Taslim Hossain
Selim; and SKOP Joint Convener Ri-
zwanur Rahman Khan.

All condemned the Chattogram
Metrapolitan Police’s recent public or-

der notice that restricts gatherings and
wamed that such administrative bans
cannot suppress a legitimate movernent.

Tapan Dutta said the unilateral

decision inherited from the previous
administration and maintained by
the interim government is unaccept-
able. He warned that unless the gov-
ernment revokes the lease decision
immediately, workers will escalate
with a general strike, port blockade
and other tougher actions that could
paralyse Chattogram.

Organisers demanded an immexdiate
cancellation of the lease process for NCT
and Laldiya Char and called for mean-
ingful consultation with port workers
and stakeholders.
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l \IB Dhaka

jmxmahm ACTOSS lhe couniry ﬂag,m prl.')Lt“:L ralhl.-s.
yesterday to press home 39-point demand, including
the immediate implementation of the ninth wage
board, formulation of a journalist protection law,
and introduction of two weekly holidays.

The protests were organised under the banner of
the Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ)
to ensure press freedom and journalists’ welfare.

At a rally in front of the Jatiya Press Club
in Dhaka, BFUJ Secretary General Kader Gani
Chowdhury presented the demands.

Other demands include the formation of the

tenth wage board for journalists, along with a
unified wage board for print, electronic, online, and
multimedia journalists; enforcement of the “No
Wage Board, No Media” policy to ensure fair pay and
benefits; establishment of a separate labour court
for journalists; and speedy trials for all journalist
murder cases, including that of Sagar and Runi.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2025,
ABUSE IN MALAYSIA

Bangladeshi workers
demand compensation

United News of Bangladesh . human chain organised on i
Monday in front of the minis- failing to protect

expatriates’ welfare ministry for

Dhaka
SRR try of expatriates’ welfare and
BANGLADESHI migrant overseas employment by the

rights groups have demanded

immediate action to ensure

justice, fair compensation and

payment of overdue wages

for Bangladeshi workers al-

mdlysub)ectedmahusehy
two Malaysian co

Workers who had been
employad at Mediceram al-
leged that they were subjected
to delayed payments, threats,
physical abuse, and inhu-
mane living conditions for
years, The company allegedly
confiscated their passports,
and many workers became
undocumented as their work
permits were not renewed.
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: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2025,

Our
Barishal

BUS services on all routes,
including Dhaka and North
Bengal, remained sus

ed from Barishal Nathul-
labad Central Bus Terminal
following a violent clash
between transport workers
and students over half fare
on Saturday night.

The services remained
suspended till filing of this
report on Sunday evening,
causing serious suffering to
passengers.

Hossain Abdullah, a
transport warker, said that
no buses left the terminal for
any destination since Sun-
day morning.

A few buses of the Bang-

operating on limited routes.
The clash erupted on

Saturday night when a row
broke out between students
and bus staff over half fare
for students.

At least 50 people from
both sides were injured, ac-
cording to those who clashed.

More than 50 buses
along with several ticket
counters were vandalised
during the fight.

A visit to the Nathul-
labad bus terminal in city
on Sunday afterncon found
bus operation was entirely
suspended from there, while
tension hung in the air.

Students alleged that the
clash broke out after a heat-
ed row had erupted with a
bus supervisor over half fare
for students.

‘We did not torch or
vandalise any buses,” they
claimed, alleging that sev-
eral students were injured
in the clash.

m—— ]

Bus services halted as workers ;
students clash in Barishal

Mir Mosharraif Hossain,
president of the Bus Owners
Group association, said that
nearly 50 buses were dam-
aged during the clash, caus-
ing losses of Tk 3—4 crore,

He added that at least 50
counters with laptops, com-
puters and furniture were
also destroyed at the time.

Around 50 workers, in-
cluding one bus owner, were
injured,” Mosharraf said.

Bus Workers’ Union
president Shahadat Hos-
sain Liton said, ‘We will
block wvehicle movement
indefinitely. Compensation
must be paid for the van-
dalised buses.’

He also demanded ar-

rangements for medical
treatment of the 50 injured
waorkers.

Tt must be ensured that
such incident will not hap-
pen again. Only then, the

vehicle movement will re-
sume,’ Liton stated.

On the day, some Mahin-
dras (three-wheeler hurhan
haulers) and CNG-run auto-
rickshaws were seen operat-
ing on some of the nearby
destinations lying along the
routes where bus operation
remained suspended.

Passengers fravelling on
those routes alleged that
they were charged double
the regular fare,

A  passenger named
Naznin Akhter said that the
bus fare in Banaripara was
Tk 60 but she had to pay Tk
120 for taking a CNG-run
auto-rickshaw.

Another passenger
named Atikul Islam said that
the bus fare from Barishal to
Gournadi was Tk 70 but he
had to pay Tk 120 for going
there on three-wheeler Ma-
hindra.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025,

The Bangladesh Khelmaj'ur Samity
introduction of ration and pension for the wo

Dhaka on Saturday.

Overseas worker

B T e

hacked dead

Our Correspnndent - Kushtia

AN OVERSEAS worker, who
returned from Cambodia re-
cently, was hacked to death

_at Lakshmipur village under
sadar upazila in Thenaidah

on Saturday.

The deceased was identified
as Mahabul Hossain, 40, son of
Sahdar Biswas, a resident of

- Lakshmipur in the upazila.

Quoting local
Jhenaidah police station of-
ficer-in-charge Ahdullah Al
Mamun said that there had
been a longstanding dispute
between Mahabul and Ro-
biul Islam Robi over taking
Jease of a piece of land.

As a consequence of the
dispute, the supporters of
Robi locked into an alterca-
tion with Mahabul over the

issue while he was returning
home from field.

They, at one point, al
him and hacked him with a
sharp weapon, leaving him
critically injured on the spot,

Hearing his screams, lo-
cals rescued him and took
him to Jhenaidah Sadar
Hospital where duty doctor
pronounced him dead upon
arrival, -

The police sent the body
to the hospital morgue for a
post-mortem examination.

Additional police per-
sonnel were deployed in
the area to avert any kind
of untoward incident, the
police official said, adding
that legal action would be
taken against those found
involved in the incident.

LI

brings out a procession with several demands, including the
rkers over 80 years of age, on the Topkhana Road in

— New Age photo
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The Bangladesh Ouﬁourclng Karmachari Oikya Parishad holds a sit-in with several demands, including the implementation of
recommendations of the Labour Reform Commissjon, at the Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka on Thursday. — New Age photo

A

T The Bangladesh Garments Shramik Unity holds a protest rally, demanding the punishment of the owner of Star Fashion Limited for
allegedly torturing and unlawful termination of workers, in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka on Thursday. — New Age photo
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Port to foreign companies, at Purana Paltan crossing in Dhaka on Thursday.
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TUESDAY 25.11.2025

Ctg Port workers move
ahead with Wednesday

blockade as talks end
without resolution

PORT — CHATTOGRAM

TBS REPORT

A meeting between the Chittagong
Port Authority (CPA) and the work-
ers’ platform Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) yesterday
ended without resolving the stand-
off over the proposed lease of the
New Mooring Container Terminal to

* DP Warld, with the workers’ group
insisting their Wednesday blockade
will proceed as planned.

The port authority, however, present-
ed a different account, CPA Secretary
Omar Faruk told The Business Standard
that the talks were “successfil” and that
labour leaders had agreed to withdraw
their programme. He also noted that the
issue is currently before the High Court
and wamed that any movement could
be treated as contempt.

According to a SKOP statement, the
CPA convened the meeting at miam,
with leaders Tapon Dutta, Kazi Sheikh

Nurullah Bahar and SK Khoda Toton

attending on behalf of the workers.

Port officials briefed the dele-
gation on why DP World is under
consideration for the NCT lease,
emphasising *hat no agreement can
be signed in November as the port
chairman is on leave and the gov-
ernment: cannot enter a strategic
deal once the election schedule is
declared in early December. They
assured SKOP that there was no at-
tempt to rush the process.

SKOP rejected the explanation,
citing comments by Bida CEO Chow-
dhury Ashig Mahmud Bin Harun,
who had claimed the contract would
be finalised within a week - remarks
the platform said were unaccept-
able, They reiterated that an interim
government lacks both the moral
and legal authority to sign long-term
strategic agreements.

The platform said it has been
campaigning for more than six
months, with support now coming
from workers nationwide, political
groups, and ordinary citizens. At this
point, they told the authority, back-
ing down is not an option.

B}

— New Age photo
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Workers of AA Yarn Mils Limited block road, demanding payment of their dues, at Jainabazar of side the factory and later -
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Distinguished guests

Manusher Jonno ety dialugu:‘;#m from UN Women, the European Union
Foundation (MJF) with m  the Eu ) "
It?m and Switzeriand. The e\g‘ﬁ Eas part of the global 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
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Coniront social norms
that normalise violence
against women

Speakers tell MJF national dialogue
marking 16 Days of Activism

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh must confront and overturn
the harmful social norms and entrenched
power structures that normalise violence
against women and girls, said speakers at
a national dialogue vesterday,

They stressed that without transforming
these mindsets, no law or intervention can
ensure a fear-free future.

They said violence against women
and girls must be treated as a national
emergency, calling for major shiftsin social
attitudes, stronger state accountability,
and a more responsive justice system.

The national dialogue, titled
“Challenging Social Norms and Power
Dynamics: Towards a Fear-Free Future”, was
organised by Manusher Jonno Foundation
(MJF) with support from UN Women, the
European Union, Plan International, and
the embassies of Sweden, Canada, and
Swiizerland at a hotel in Dhaka.

The event was part of the global 16

Days of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence 2025 campaign, under this year’s
UN theme, “UNiTE to End Digital Violence
against All Women and Girls.”

Presenting the keynote, MJF Executive
Director Shaheen Anam said violence is
worsening despite progress in women's
empowerment.

“Between January and October 2025,
503 women were reportedly killed due
to domestic violence, 905 children were
subjected to sexual violence, and more than
78 percent of woemen experienced digital
abuse,” she said, citing data from Ain o Salish
Kendra and Bangladesh Mahila Parishad.

She said statistics cannot reflect the full
extent of irauma and pain endured by a
woman, girl, or child. “We must remember
them and resolve 10 do our utmost to
prevent such occurrences,” she added.

She urged long-term investments in
changing social attitudes, stronger law
enforcement. better accountability in
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; i and Power Dynamics: Towards a Fear-Free Future', organised
Challenging Social Norms Pnt:: - B b o

Based Violence 2025 campaign.
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public services, coordinated
action  against  digital
violence, and a culture
based on equality and non-
violence.

Sharmeen S Murshid,
adviser to the Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs,
said structural inequalides,
political hierarchies, and
rising cyberviolence are
pushing women into deeper
insecurity.

“Political parties siill treat
women as peripheral, and
family viclence is dismissed
as a oprivate matter.
Cyberviolence requires
round-the-clock monitoring
and - stronger grassroors
networks,"” she said.

Syed Sulan  Uddin
Ahmed, executive director of
BILS, said visible viclence is
“only the tip of the iceberg”,
adding that most women
workers lack legal protection
and Live in fear of losing their
jobs or being silenced.

“Unless  labour
are reformed and
harassment committees
function, statements will
remain statemensts,”

laws
anti-

Former UNDP director
Dr Selim Jahan said
Bangladesh cannot cdaim
progress on gender equality
while remaining ‘among
the highest globally in
violence, child marriage and
discrimination.

“Rising violence is part of

a broader culture of social
violence. Male insecurity,
superiority:and resistance to
women's success continue
to fuel abuse,” he said.

Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharva, ceivéfior of
the Citizen’s Platform for
5DGs, said, -“Women today
lackfimangcial, social, cultural
and political security. Even
within families, many feel
that raising concerns is
furtile.”

Social and cultural
restrictions are tightening,
and political vulnerability is
growing, he added.

He said grassroots social
forces must be activated,
meaningiul dialogues
encouraged, and women
supported in asserting their
rights.

He urged polnir_a' paruu
to include women's rights in

their manifestos.

Martin  Dawson, - deputy
development director of the
British High Commission,
said gender-based wielence
remains “one of the most
pervasive Tights violations,”
noting that one in three
women globally is affected.
“The UK is scaling evidence-
based solutions = and
supporting safer digital and
physical spaces.”

Stéphanie St-Laurent
Brassard, second secretary
at the High Commission of
Canada, said technology
facilitated abuse is nsmg,
with Al making threats
“more sophisticated”,

UN' Women Country
Represenrative Gitanjali
Singh said, “We are in
2025 vet far from a world
where women live free
from violence. Violence is
pervasive but not inevicable.
We must name patriarchy
and ensure accountahiliry.”

Eva Smedberg, deputy
head of mission at the
Embassy- of Sweden, noted
boththedistressing statistics
and the determination to
act. “Challenging harmful
norms and power structures
is essentdal. Digital violence
is rising fast, threatening
women in public life. We
know the facts — now we
must act.”

Swiss Ambassador Rewm
Renggli said preventing
violence is a shared
responsibility, and sclutions
must be locally rooted and
culturally grounded.

“Digital spaces, once seen
as safe, now expose women

to harassment and silending.
Switzerland remains
committed. to working
with the government,

civil society and youth to
promote dignity, equity,
and justice.”

The eventwas moderated
by Shaheen Anam.
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ck International and funded by the Embassy of Switzerland, in collaboration with Bangladesh

nised a consultation titled “Making Workplaces More Women-Friendly,” bringing: together
representatives to explore how inclusive policies can empower and mhﬂm Facress al

WORKPLACES ESSENTIAL

FOR SUSTAINED

Inclusive workplaces that empower

nati
({4

onal

nomic necessity for Bangladesh”, argued
stakeholders at a high-level roundtable. The
event, titled Consultation with Private Sectar
to make Workplace more Women-Friend-
ly, was organised by the Ashshash project,
supported by the Embassy of Switzerland
in Bangladesh and implemented by Win-
rock International, in collaboration with
the Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies
(BILS).

Held in Dhaka city on sth November
2025, the discussion brought together gov-
ernment officials from the Ministry of La-
bour and Employment and the Department
of Inspection for Factories and Establish-
ments. Private sector participation included
representatives from Transcom Group, Akij
Group Ltd., ACI, Partex Star Group, Square
Group, BDjobs, and Shomvob Technologies
Ltd., among others. Business associations
such as the Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association (BGMEA)

women are a catalyst for sustainable

‘and the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Association (BKMEA) also

- had representatives in the dialogue. Work-

ers’ associations, including the Bangladesh
Employers' Federation and the Bangladesh
Labour Foundation, also took part in the
dialogue. Development partners such as the
International Labour Organization and Sia-
mik Karmachari Oikya Parishad parficipated

as well. All stakeholdersjoined thedialogue
to identify practical strategies for enhancing
women's participation, safety, and well-be-
ing across all sectors.

The discussion drew on 2 keynote-paper
collectively developed by BILS and Ashshash
- highlighting best practices from second-
ary literature and insights from Ashshash's
Job Market Assessment and Inclusivity Gap
‘Analysis report. Together, participants ex-
plored how inclusive policies and. collab-
gration mechanisms can pave the way for
workplaces that empower and protect wom-
en across all sectors, Participants also dis-
cussed how collaborative efforts can ensure

1' S?E_J

women’s dignity, safety, and equal opportu-
nities - reinforcing that inclusive workplac-
&5 are a strategic imperative for a stronger,
more productive economy. The keynote pa-
per was jointly presented by Nazma Yasmin,
Director — Research & Development, BILS,
and Md Manirul Islam, Deptity Director — Re-
search, and moderated by Parveen S Huda,
Managing Director, CnRG.

The data-driven case for inclusion

The dialogue was grounded in the keynote
paper presented by BILS, which highlighted
a critical paradox: while female labour force
partcipation has risen to 43%, profound in-
clusivity gaps remain. A staggering 97% of em-
ployed women work in the informal sector, of-
ten without legal protection or basic facilities.
The paper identified four predominant barri-

breastfeeding comners, z
ble childcare, and a compl
tal health and psychosodal suppor.
“A women-friendly workplacd is not mere-
ly a matter of social responsibilitygitis a smart
investment. A safe, respectful; and inclusive
working environment boosts produetivity, fos-
ters innovation, and strengthens the overall
economy,” said Dipta Rakshit, Country Rep-
tesentative, Winrock Bangladesh & Project
Director — Ashshash, She added that for traf-
ficking survivors, whom Ashshash supports,
employmentisakeymetric forrestoring dignity
and security, '

From policy to practice: The
implementation

Participants acknowledged progress, such
as Bangladesh’s recent ratification of ILO
Convention 190. However, the consensus
was that implementation remains the cen-
tral challenge.

“The convention is nat merely a legal
ebligation; it applies to all workplaces, for-
mel, informal, public, and private. The real
challenge now lies in its effective imple-




meniation,” said Rahnuma Salam Khan,
Programme Manager, International Labour
Organization (ILO). ;

This sentiment was echoed by Syed Sul-
tan Uddin Ahmmed, Executive Director,
BILS, who stressed the need for a national

: f the major challenges in

d... Bangladesh

rgentlyne ‘a national bench-

mark that is applicable to both the public
and private sectors,” he said.

Govemment representatives outlined steps
being taken. Nilufar Yesmin, Deputy Secre-
tary, Ministry of Labour and Employment
(MoLE), cited increased annual and materni.
ty leave, while Dr Nazmun Nahar, Assistant
Inspector General = Health, Department of
Inspection for Factories and Establishments
(DIFE), noted initiatives for daycare centres
and separate washrooms. However, Dr Nahar
highlighted systemic hurdles: “There are not
enough inspectors, follow-ups are irregular,
and a change in mindset is still needed.”

The private sector’s role
A key focus was the role of the private sector
as the primary engine of job creation, Repre-
sentatives from leading corporations shared
their initiatives and the obstacles they face.

Dr Engr Ahmed Tanvir Anam, Deputy
General Manager - Head of Organization
Development, Learning & Academic, DBL
Group, detailed their zero-tolerance pol-
lcy against harassment and provision of
daycare. Yet, he noted a common problem:
“Many female workers lack post-materni-
ty family support which often hinders their
coming back to work,”

Md" Tabsir Rajib, Lead - Performance

& Talent Management: (Corparate HR),

) coutage, and excellence are in-
tegrated inte Performance systems to foster
inclusion,

However, a different take was highlight-
ed by Prokash Roy Chowdhury, Director
- BDjobs. “Export-ori-
. adhere to international
standards. In contrast,
local market-oriented businesses... often
feel no obligation to foliow such compliance
measures,” he said, attributing thisto a prof-
i-maximising mindset,

The way forward: Collaboration

and mindset shift ‘

The roundtable concluded that multi-stake.
holder collaboration is essential. Farzang
Sharmin, Joint Secretary (Compliance Cell),
BEMEA, emphasized 2 holistic view of work-
ewsm;::dsl; including mental health and
iiii - Farzana Khan, Depy Managin
Director; SME Foundation, poitrsited I'Dgﬂ]g
nee_d for mindset shifis within families and
society, and greater representation of wom-
enin | ip.

The roundtable served 8s a productive
Stepping stone towards discussion for a
Common shared national agenda: transform-
ing Bangladesh's workplaces into engines of

DIPTA RAKSHIT
COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE, BANGLADESH &
PROJECT DIRECTOR - ASHSHASH,

WINROCK INTERNATIONAL

A women-friendly workplace is not mere-
ly a matter of social responsibility; it is a
smart investment. A safe, respectful, and
inclusive working environment boosts
productivity, fosters innovation, and
strengthens the overall economy.

Our recent study fnds that although
women'’s participation in the workforce
has increased, many challenges persist
- wage disparity, sexual harassment,
mental stress, lack of safety, and limited
childcare facilities to name a few. Par-
ticularly, women in the informal sector
remain highly vulnerable,

Yet, there are reasons for optimism.
There are many examples of Dositive
change. For instance, providing employ-
ment opportunities for survivers of human
trafficking is notonly a metric for their em-
powerment, but alsoaway o restore their
dignity and sense of security,

SYED SULTAN UDDIM AHMMED
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BILS

One of the major challenges in Bangla-
desh’s labour sector is the absence of ]
National Minimwm Standard, As a result,
while zome workplaces maintain zood
practices, others fall far short. To bridge
this gap, Bangladesh urgently needs to es-
tablish 2 national benchmark that is appli-
cable to both the public and private sectors,

Creating change requires more than
just awareness or a shift in mindset ~ it
demands a strong legal framework, clear
policies, and participatery mechanisms.
Real progress is only possible when both
workers and emplovers are actively in-
volved in the process. Conflics of interest
are natural in any workplace; that is why

R

laws and structured systems are essential
to address them.

Bangladesh should establish a national
indicator to ensure that every female work-
er, small entrepreneur, and professional
has access to maternity protection, social
security, and a dignified work environment.
This is not a luxury - it is a prerequisite for
sustainable development and for Bangla-
desh’s preparation for LDC graduation.

NILUFAR VESMIN
DEPUTY SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF LABOUR
AND EMPLOYMENT - MOLE

We have introduced several important in-
itiatives for female workers. Annual leave
has been increased from 10 to 13 days,
and maternity leave has been set at four
months. Efforts are also underway to pro-
vide daycare facilities and proper wash-
rooms within factories,

Our geal is to empower women to step
forward ‘with confidence, awareness of
their rights, equal pay, and the need for
& safe work environment, The ministry is
actively working to enstire these measuras
areimplemented actoss workplaces,

DR NAZMUN NAHAR
ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL -HEALTH,
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTION FOR FACTORIES
AND ESTABLISHMENTS (DFIE)

We have already taken several initiatives
o create women-friendly workplaces,
including matemity leave, daycare cen-
tres, separate washrooms, breastfeeding
corners, and protection against sexual
harassment. These meastres are showing
positive results in practice.

However, challenges remain to make
these initiatives sustainable and scalable,
There are not enough inspectors, follow-ups
are irregular, and a change in mindset is sl
needed to fully realise these goals,




FARZANA SHARMIN
JOINT SECRETARY (COMPLIANCE CELL),
BKMEA

RAHNUMA.SALAM KHAN
pRGGMMEMGER INTERNATIONAL
{HBHR ORGANIZATION (ILO)

The ready-made garments (RMG) sectqrr 3

is-one of Bangladesh's most advanced in-
m where brand and buyer oversight
help ensure a degree of compliance. BK-
ME& has introduced a Gender Harassment
Prevention Policy in the sector to promote
equality, safety, and arespectful work en-
vironment.

We believe that workers should be
viewed first and foremost as human be-
ings. Focusing only on women is not the
solution. Mental health, nutrition, sanita-
tion, and safe working conditions are all
equally important.

We:are working with factories through
consultations, training, and guideline de-
velopment to help all establishments meet
a common standard — ensuring that work-
ers can perform their duties in an environ-
ment of dignity and protection.

FARZANA KHAN
DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR;
SME FOUNDATION

'We have long been working on entrepre-

neur developmient. with a special focus 'on
women enfrepreneurs and marginalised
women, including those returning from
abroad. Our goal is to create equal oppor-
tunities and an inclusive economy where
women's contributions are recognised and
strengthened through training and suppoert.
We have observed that the main barriers
for women entrepreneurs often come from
family and societal pressures, Although the
situation has improved somewhat in recent
years, real change remains limited due toa
lack of effective policies and the underrep-
resentation of women in senior positions.
It is crucial to shift women's mindsets and
increase women's participation among pol-
icymakers, so they can actively engage in
decision-making and problem-solving,

country

In 2015 Bangladesh became. the first
¥South Asia to ratify Convention
‘190 — a significant step/toward ensuring
worker safety, equality, and the preven-
tion of sexual harassment.

The convention is not merely a legal
oblization; it applies to all workplaces,
formal, informal, public, and private. The
real challenge now lies in its effective im-
plementation.

While pelicy frameworks have made
considerable progress, women's partic-
ipation at the organisational and com-
pany level remains limited. The main

barriers are operational and structural,
affecting everyday work processes from
the ground up. Identifying and addressing
these obstacles is essential for meaningful
change.

-

PROKASH ROY CHOWDHURY
DREC*CR SALES & MARKETING, BDJOBS

Export-oriented indusiries in Bangla-
desh are compelled to maintain com-
pliance standards because foreign
buyers refuse to accept products oth-
erwise. As a result; these factories ad-
here to international labour and safety
standards.

In contrast, local market-oriented busi-
nesses — particularly SMEs-and even many
large domestic companies - often feel
no obligation to follow such compliance
measuies,

The prevailing mindset -among many
entrepreneurs is to achieve maximum
profit with minima!l investment. Thay are
content as long as they ‘can-retain work-

ers at the lowest possible wage. This

reflects ‘a business culture where ‘em-
plover benefits still take precedence over
workers’ rights.

%o |

DR ENGR AHMED TANVIR ANAM
DEPUTY GEMERAL MANAGER - HEAD OF
ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT, LEARNING &
ACADEMIC, DBL GROUP

We operate a diverse business portfolio
in Bangladesh, Spinning, RMG & Textiles
(covering forward and backward link-
ages), Ceramics, Pharmaceuficals and
some others. Our goal is to create wom-
en-friendly workplaces. We also enforce a
zero-tolerance policy against sexual har-
assment and maintain open policies and
equal opportunities for all employees.

However, challenges remain. At the ex-
ecufive level, atracting women remains
difficult. At the worker level, as a labour law
compliant organization we provide benefits
of maternity leave as and our factories are
equipped with doctors and nurses and day-
care facilities for worker children.

However, there is still a common problem
in Bangladesh that many female workers
lack post-maternity family suppert which
often hinders their coming back to work. We
are addressing these issues through worker
participation committees and regular com-
munication, aiming to create a supportive
and inclusive work environment.

MD TABSIR RAIJIB
LEAD - PERFORMANCE & TALENT MANAGEMENT
(CORPORATE HR), TRANSCOM LTD

To ensure workplace equality, we have
taken initiatyes aimed at promoting wom-
en's inclusion and ensuring: safe work
places. The initiatives taken aresbuilt on
three core vaiues - ethics, cm aad
excellence - which have been infegrate

into pe:fonnam : stems.
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Drep in female workforce im

iy working e

FE REPORT

The drop in female workforce participation in the
job market and their shift to home-based
businesses reflectan unfriend ly working
environment, speakers observedat a consultation,
urgi  tepsbyail concerned from now on in line
with uie ILO Convention 190.

As the government ratified the Convention of the
International LabourOrganisation last month, the
speakers said civil saciety members, non-
governmental organisations, development part ners,
and the private sector should wark togetherto be
pressure groups tothe government to formulate and
amend related laws and policies for eliminating
violence and harassment in the world of work.
Winrock International in collaboration with
Bangladesh institute of Labour Statistics (BILS)
organised the-cansultation with private sactor on
'Making the workplace more women-friendly' ata
city hotel on Wednesday.

Switzerland-backed Ashshash Project extended
support for the event while The Business Standard
was the media partner.

Director (Research and Development) of BILS
Nazma Yesmin presented the keynote paper and
BILS Executive Director Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed
discussed on the way forward,

Representatives from differcnt government

orgz  tions, local and international NGOs, the
Minis.. y of Labour and Employment, Department
of Inspection for Factories and Establishments, ILO,
SME Foundation, Partex, Transcom, bdjob.com,
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1on;, uiging steps

P
BGMEA 2nd BKMEA spokeon the occasion.
Country Representative and Project Director
Ashshash Winrock International Di pta Rakshitand
Senior Manager Md GF Rabbani also addressed.
The keynote paper highlighted the achievement of
women in the job marketin differentsectorsand
said the increase in women participation in the
labour market to 42 per cent from 34 per cent has
not been reflected in creating of worki ng
environment in millsand factorjes.

Despite the increase, women's inclusivity in the
labour market is not satisfactory compared to men
and 97 per cent women are working in the informal

sectoras sales girls, clericala nd elementary workers,

Only five percent women are in managerial and
various professional positions. Some 926,000
wemen workers are completely unemployed.
The BILS executive director said men and wornen
discrimination exists due to lack of social
advancement in linewith the country's economic
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advancement from lower to middle income
country,
He underlined theneed for formulating a national
minimum standard of workplace as there is no
standard of working environment maintained for
both men and women in many backward and
forward linage offices, government offices
including city corporation, for its all kinds of staff,
The BILS chief also said women in that case are
more vulneratle than men, layingimportance on
changing the mindset of 'any job is better than no
job' for improving the working environment.
Besides, from hic experiences talking with cross
section pzaplewhiie in labour reform commission,
he said said there Is-no law for the officials, young
prefessionals, researchers, engineers etc. also no
facilities are provided for safe transportation and
housing in the country,
Deputy Secretaryof MoLE Nitufar Yasmin said the
government has already started working on making the
ILO Convention 190 after ratifying it on October 22.
Other speakers highlighted the issues like low pay, lack
of recognisation of women's works, absence of child
care centre and breast-feeding corner at workplaces,
Matters related to maternity leave along with
giving adequate time for reinstating mother into
work are still found to be causes for leaving jobs by
majority women,
They also laid Impertance on creating awareness
from policy level to men, women and family level to
sensetising thom the need for changing mindsets
on laoking into pecple as human being.
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