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Firefighters work to extinguish the remaining flames after a massive blaze at a factory in the Chattogram Export Processing Zone was brought
under control following over 17 hours of continuous effort. PHOTO: MOHAMMAD MINHAJ UDDIN
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Staff Corfespondent -
Chattogram  *

The authorities declared NHP Fashions, joined
. A team of the EPZ pol
station, members of the In-

CAGE

Jeans 2000 Limited, which
employs about 3,500 people,
stopped work

and came out

. of the factory. They gathered
.in front of the Bangladesh

and tried to persuade the

cials of the Industrial Police
and BEPZA. Following the
meeting, the Pacific Group
authorities declared a one-
day closure of the factories.

. The workers left the BEPZA

office area at about 3:30pm.
The workers said that

T_wm:lmrstotm:mtnﬁmu i

Workers protest at CEPZ over
alleged police harassment

He said, A case was filed
over an attack on police and
vandalising a police vehicle,
which is under investigation.
There was some misunder
standing. No worker has been
arrested. Police visited some
houses only to verify address-
es as part of the investigation.'

He said that the police
held talks with representa-
tives from six groups of pro-
testing warkers.

‘After we explained the
matter, the workers under-
stood and left peacefully at
about 3:30pm,’' he said:

Mahmud said that the Pa-
cific Group authorities, in line

At about 1:00pm, repre- gram
sentatives of the workers
held a meeting with offi-

I A

with BEPZA regulations, had
declared a one-day closure of
the factories, but would reo-
pen them tomorrow.

ETLLY RLE

Witnesses 'and officials

said that the protest began at
about 10:00am. Workers of
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A MOBILE court has sen-

each for catching Hilsa
with electric nets, violat-
ing the government's of-
ficial ban, in the Payra
River in Dumki upazila of
Patuakhali.

The sentence was hand-
ed down Friday morning
at the office of the upazila
nirbahi officer by executive
magistrate Ahuzar Md E]a
zul Haque.

The convicts are Ja
mal Talukdar, 50, and Md
Kausar Haoladar, 30, both
from Jhatra village in An-
garia union,

As the government-im-
g:sad national ban on Hilsa

hing is going on, a spe-
cial team from the depart-
| ment of fisheries conduct-
ed a drive Thursday night
iBn the Payra River near

During the drive, the
.two fishermen were found
catching Hilsa fish wus-
ing electric nets and were
caught red-handed. A boat
and a large quantity of elec-
tric nets used in the fishing
were seized,

The arrgsted fishermen
were produced before the
mobile court at the UNO's
office in the morning,
whers the sentence was
handed over.

Officer-in-charge of
Dumkl police station Md
Zakir sain said that
preparations - were un-
derway to send the con-
V'lﬁtu to Patuakhali district
jail.
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~ Legal protection of informal
labouramust

ANY democratic reform for the labour sector requires legal
i of all workers. This hasnotbeenthecaseasthe -
majority of the workers remain outside the legal purview, Experts
in a discussion on labour rights in Dhaka on October @ expressed
concerri about the lack of legal protection of informal labour. Of
more than 7 crore people that are employed in Bangladesh, 8
per cent are vulnerable as they work in the informal sector, which
Jlacks basic social and fegal protection and employment benefits.
Mostly rickshaw-pullers, day labourers, salespersons and people
‘employed in farming, catering, transport and construction make up
the informal sector work force. The workplace death reports of the «
Safety and Rights Society highlight that from 2047 to 2021, more
than 700 deaths of construction workers occurred, predominantly
caused by preventable accidents such as falls, electrocution, and
suffocation. A Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies study says / -
that more than a half of the liven household services workers
have encountered some form of harassment at work. Workplace
deathand injury among child labourers is also commonplace.
Experts and labour rights activists aiso emphasised the worker
fight to unionise, their collective bargaining capacity and thelr
right to assemble. There are around 8,000 trade unions and 100"
collective bargaining agents, but they are generally ineffective
in protecting worker interests because of policy bias towards
employers and owriers. Although the labour law stipulates that
the sectorspecific minimum wage review will be conducted
évery five years, it has never been initiated without the workers -
having taken to the streets. Even when a wage review board '
is constituted, workers have lacked true representation onthe
board. Workers in export processing zones are denied their rights-
o strike and to form unions. Several thousand workersofthe -
Chattogram export processing zone took to the streets on October
9, protesting at the continuous police harassment over a casedf
vandalism filed in 2024. In September, an apparel worker was

illed in & clash with Jaw enforcers in the Uttara export processing

d capacit

allowed but are often conditional of limited because of factors
such as bureaucratic hurdies, a weak enforcement of labour 0
jaws and employer interference. The interim government formed
2 labour reforms commission to improve labour rights, butthe
recommendations of the commission remain unimplemented.
it is high time that the government took steps to implement the
commission’s recommendations, which include comprehensive
legal reforms aimed at ending the longstanding exclusion of
 informal, agricuitural and household services-workers from legal
protection and establishing a national minimum wage board.
'In addition, the governmerit should consider establishing an
‘independent labour commission to monitor bodies responsible for
protecting child rights and ensure that they perform their duties. ' .

zone in Nilphamari. in the apparel sector, union activitiesare

THE BUSINESS STANDARD
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Customs suspects
at least 12 garment
exporters misused
bond facility

¥ 12 exporters |
failed to | _ -
account for | bonded L los
bnnr_ied | fabric sold in of at least
fabric i local market Tk28cr

* Officials
suspect

» BTMA source says lllegal sales
~ bond misuse rose estimated at
65%in last eight  $4.5b, causing
i ' strain on tocal

_months ot
e : mills

TAX - BANGLADESH

REYAD HOSSAIN

Officials say audits ongoing, more
irregularities likely to surface

Amid rising concerns over bond facility misuse, cus-
toms officials suspect 12 garment exporters of selling
bonded fabrics in the local market after failing to ac-
count for duty-free imports under the scheme.

The Customs Intelligence and Investigation Di-
rectorate (CIID) has identified nine such garment
exparters, while Customs Bond Commissionerate, |
Dhaka North, has flagged three others.

Dfficials from both agencies under the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) said audits of other export-
ers are ongoing and more irregularities are expected
to surface.

To promote exports, the government allows duty-
free import of raw materials such as yarn and fab-
rics under the bond facility. These materials must be
stored in designated warehouses and used only for
producing export goods. Selling bonded fabrics lo-
cally requires taxes ranging from 45% to Bg%.

Most export-oriented

factories operate under bond licenc-
es, granting them duty-free import
privileges.

However, local textile mill owners
have long accused some bond-hold-
ing factories of diverting imported
fabrics to the domestic market, under-
mining fair competition. A director of
the Bangladesh Textile Mills Associa-
tion (BTMA), speaking on condition
of anonymity, told TBS that fabric im-
ports through bond misuse have risen
by 65% in the past eight mbnths.

Factories under scrutiny

Discrepancies in the nine factories
flagged by CID were uncovered
through factory raids and cutting
inspections conducted between mid-
2024 and mid-2025. Legal action has
already begun, officials said.
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Speaking with over 1,000 work-
ers and 100 stakeholders, it's clear:
our just transition policies must in-
tegrate labour rights, gender equity,

tion and the

KALPONA AKTER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BANGLADESH
CENTER FOR WORKERS'

SOLIDARITY (BCWS)

I want to share the voices of our
worker brothers and sisters. Those
in coastal and urban areas, earning
low wages, are most vulnerable to
| climate change. They fold us how
floods, storms, extreme heat, and
new illnesses affect their lives—with-
out adequate rights or protections.
Many came to the city after losing
farmland or taking loans to survive,

Ifust to get by.

Our research seeks to highlight
lthis “climate-labour nexus” and
propose just, inclusive policies.
Without centring workers' voices, no
policy s truly effective.

It's time to ensure adaptation
strategies are fair, resilient, and
grounded in the realities of those
most affected.

Rights, and Gender in the Garment Industry. The study
(CLAD) and commissioned by the Bangladesh Center

impact of climate change. Rising temperatures, unsafe
s coiies and dlmateininced el i

 clally women, who form the backbone of the industry.

and now work in low-paying jobs.

FACTORIES AND
ESTABLISHMENTS (DI

nf MAHFUZUR RAHMAN BHUIVAN
. JOINT INSPECTOR GENERAL,
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTION FOR

and procedural justice. As a nation,
we must ensure that adaptation
strategies are fair, inclusive, and re-
silient—leaving no worker behind.

FAIZUL ISLAM

FE)

MOHAMMAD HATEM

PRESIDENT, BANGLADESH KNITWEAR
MANUFACTURERS AND

EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION

(BKMEA)

As president of BKMEA, | have seen
firsthand how Bangladesh's gar-
ment sector has undergone a pro-
found transformation, especially

in the decade since the Rana Plaza §

tragedy. What initially threatened
our international reputation became
a catalyst for resilience and reform.

Today, our industry leads the |
world in green, LEED-certified facto-
ries—not because global buyers de-
manded it, but because we ourselves
took the initiative.

Of course, compliance and safety
remain ongoing challenges, and at
times regulations seem excessive oI
impractical.

Yet our determination is unwa-
vering: to uphold fair labour rights,
adapt to new realities, and strength-
en collaboration between owners
and workers. Transformation, for
us, is a continuous process.

Our understanding highlights that
Bangladesh's seven-and-a-half crore
workers face immense challenges,
such as low wages, unsafe working
a_nd living conditions, and climate
risks; yet labour law enforcement

SENIOR PROGRAMME MANAGER -
RESEARCH AND MEAL, CENTRE FOR
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT
(CED), BRAC UNIVERSITY

Workers in small factories often lack
awareness about trade unions or cli-
&4  mate issues, making their inclusion
barely reaches them. Universities essential. Factories and brands have

| rarely teach labour law in depth, and a responsibility to ensure safe and

international “friendly labour” stand- sustainable working conditions. Gov-
ards often fail to benefit workers. ernment and other stakeholders must
Inspectors and authorities try, implement effective policies, moni-
but limited resources make mean- toring, and social safety measures.
ingful oversight difficult. Climate Flooding, waterlogging, and ris-

change worsens these struggles. Re- ing temperatures impact workers’
search like this is vital; it documents productivity and livelihoods. Without
workers' realities and guides prac- coordi-nated action and awareness,
tical policies. Future studies must meaningful change is not possible.
continue amplifying their voices and A collective effort is needed to build
shaping action.

resilience, protect workers, and pro-
o TIOLE sustainable industrial growth.

pever

MOHAMMAD GOLAM SARWAR MONIR UDDIN SHAMIM
PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER AND DIRECTOR SENIOR MANAGER, ETHICAL TRADE
OF CLAD INITIATIVE

Visiting factories along our coast- My observation is that just transition
lines, | have seen how climate should be seen holistically; not only

change hits our workers hardest. Ex- 1
treme heat, floods, and unsafe water W@'

don’t just reduce productivity, they °° W
threaten health and push families

deeper into poverty. Low-wage and : : k
femnale workers, who contribute less

than 0.5% to global emissions, bear

the brunt with litile support from

employers ot social safety nets.




essential to ensure that worker safety, munity engagement can we protect
engagement, and adaptation measures lives,
are prioritised, with follow-up to make harm, and create meaningful, last-
these protections effective in practice. ing climate impact.

through a climate lens, but also in -
termis of social inclusion, worker agen-
cy, and local-level impacts. Vulner-
able groups, including workers, need
to be empowered as active agents of
change, not just welfare recipients.

Participation must be meaningful,
not tokenistic, and policies should
address local realities, infrastruc-
ture, and economic preparedness,

Without building capacity across
civil society, trade unions, and aca-
demia, global cli-mate justice ne-
gotiations risk failing to reflect the
experiences and needs of the people
they aim to serve.

MAHEEN SULTAN
SENIOR FELLOW, BRAC INSTITUTE OF

GOVERNANCE & DEVELOPMENT (BIGD)

Climate change disproportionately
affects vulnerable groups, yet so-
cial protection and insurance pro-
grammes remain limited. Funding
often targets industries, but reaching
citizens, especially workers, children,
and local communities, is essential,
Local governments, municipalities,
and unions should receive resources
to address infrastructure, waterlog-

ging, and housing challenges. Preven- =
tive measures like improving housing @

health conditions or managing ur-ban
pollution could make a real difference.

Strengthening these recommen-
dations in research and policy will
ensure climate financing benefits
people, not just industry.

AKM NASIM
COUNTRY PROGRAMME DIRECTOR,
SOLIDARITY CENTRE

I want to highlight a few critical
points. Many workers may not fully
understand the connection between
cli-mate change and its impacts, such
as rising heat or increased pests. Re«
garding heat stress, 98% of waorkers
re-port extreme conditions at work.
Historically, factory rules required
the provision of cold water, but recent
amendments removed this obliga-
tion, despite rising temperatures. This
change affects worker welfare and
undermines just transition efforts.It is

B industry,

lios g

SALAUDDIN SWAPON
PRESIDENT, BANGLADESH
REVOLUTIONARY GARMENT WORKERS
FEDERATION (BRGWF)

Organised worker participation
remains low, with on_ly 7-8% un-
jonised. For a just transition in the

workers’ voices must
be included in decision-making.
Current green factory certifica-

tions focus on production pro-
cesses but largely overlook worker
engagement.

I recommend that any just tran-
sition framework explicitly ensure
trade union presence and mean-
ingful worker participation, so fair
mechanisms are implemented.
Including this in national-level
recommendations will strengthen
both worker rights and the cred-
ihility of sustainable industry
initiatives.

‘&.-..:\( .4;._ i

TAHMINA RAHMAN

 GENERAL SECRETARY, BANGLADESH
| APPAREL WORKERS FEDERATION (BAWF) °

' Real climate-conscious action be-
‘gins with self-awareness. Are we
'reducing single-use plastics and

managing waste responsibly? Lit-
ter clogs drainage, worsens flood-
ing, and damages homes, espe-
cially for vulnerable communities.
Beyond policies, awareness and
accountability must start with
each of us.

Workers and citizens alike need
to understand climate change and
just transitions. Before adwvocat-
ing for broader systemic change,
we must model responsible behav-
iour, ensuring streets, drainage,
and communities reflect sustainable
practices.

Only through collective respon-

sibility, everyday actions, and com-

e |

min-imise  environmental

AHSAN HABIB BULBUL
GENERAL SECRETARY, SOMAJTANTRIK
SROMIK FRONT

1 want to emphasise transparency in

‘climate fund usage, ensuring it ef-

fectively supports displaced workers
and vulnerable communities. Trade
unions need clarity on their role in
promoting sustainable and respon-
sible busi-ness practices, particular-
ly where decisions depend on buyers
or employers.

Worker challenges, such as lim-
jted access to clean water, heat
stress, and the reproductive bur-
dens faced by women, require
targeted interventions. Local-level
support through municipalities and
unions is essential to improve living
conditions and infrastructure.

Strengthening these areas will
enhdnce inclusivity, practical im-
pact, and advocacy effectiveness,
ensuring cli-mate and labour ini-
tiatives truly reach those who need
them most.

AEGA T vl
MD SHARIF HOSSAIN
SENIOR JOINT SECRETARY, BANGLADESH

KNITWEAR MANUFACTURERS AND
EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION (BKMEA)

Addressing climate change requires
coordinated action from factory
owners, workers, the government,
and buyers. The 2024 minimum
wage of Tk7,0oo0 should be recon-
sidered, as rising rent and living
costs limit the intended benefits for
workers.

BKMEA is actively promoting sus-
tainable practices, including zero
discharge of hazardous chemicals,
water conservation, and green fac-
tories. Additionally, initiatives in
reskilling, upskilling, and gender
sensitivity are underway. Collabo-
rative efforts across all stakehold-
ers are essential to ensure sustain-
able growth, worker wel-fare, and
strengthen Bangladesh’s global po-
sition in the garment industry.

’ Eal i
SHAH ABDUL TARIQUE
REPRESENTATIVE, DEPARTMENT OF
LABOUR (DOL)

I believe the issues raised here re-
flect real and growing challenges

_ caused by climate change. However,

for any policy or initiative to be ef-
fective, it must connect directly with
the people who are suffering most.
Too often, these discussions take
place in conference halls, far from
those realities.

Without  accountability and

practical engagement, even well-
intended policies will fail to de-
liver real impact. We must focus on
dialogue at the grassroots level to
ensure that our efforts truly reach
and benefit workers and vulnerable
communities.

MD AKTER HOSSAIN
CHAIRMAN, CRISIS MANAGEMENT,
GAZIPUR ZONE, BGMEA

I believe the garment industry’s just
transition must align with fair labour
laws and climate resilience, Many
factories are trying to reuse natural
water and practise rain harvesting,
but policy and financial support
from the government are vital. Es-
tablishing central ETPs in key in-
dustrial zones like Gazipur, Ashulia,
and Nara-yanganj would reduce pol-
lution and costs.

Local governments must also
ensure better worker living condi-
tions, as industries and workers pay
taxes yet receive little benefit. Col-
laboration can make real change
possible.




MOHAMMAD NAZRUL ISLAM

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, BANGLADESH
INSTITUTE OF LABOUR STUDIES (BILS)

During the rainy season, Ashulia’s
worker colonies often remain sub-
merged in knee-deep water, creating
se-vere waterlogging. This hardship
is beyond description. The spread of
insects has also become alarming.
At the same time, erratic weather
affects local markets immediately,
pushing up prices of essentials and
worsening the suffering of low-in-
come workers.

_Groundwater levels are also fall-
ing rapidly due to ciimate change.
However, it is encouraging that the
word worker has been included for
the first time in our Nationally Deter-
mined Contribution (NDQ 3.0.

RASHEDUL ALAM RAJU
GENERAL SECRETARY, BANGLADESH
INDEPENDENT GARMENT WORKERS
UNION FEDERATION [B!GUF}

1 find the work very timely and im-
portant. It is especially commend-
able that the research covered five
different areas including Dhaka,
Narayanganj, and Ashulia; each
with its own context and community
dynamics. The re-port highlights
that 42% of workers are unaware
of the trade union’s role, which is
a significant issue globally. Worker
participation, especially of women,
remains limited in decision-making.

Additionally, specifying which
stakeholders among the 100 in-
cluded brands, buyers, and civil so-
clety represent-atives were involved
would have made the scope of the
report even clearer and more im-
pactful.

| KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
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Loopholes in Bangladesh’s la bo

SUNDAY 12,10.2025

Barrister M nwar Hossen
Advocate

Nearly two decades

after the Bangladesh
Labour Act'was passed;
millions of workers
remainexcluded from

its protection. With

weak enforcement, slow
justice, and outdated
definitions, experts warn
that reforming the law is
no longer optional—it’s

, | urgent

Despite decades of economic growth and the resil-

ience of its workforce, Bangladesh still struggles

with outdated and insufficient labour laws that
leave millions of workers vulnerable. While the country
pushes towards its goal of becoming a developed nation
by 204y, its legal protections for workers remain alarmingly
weak, especially when compared to those in countries like
the UK and India.

The Bangladesh Labour Act of 2006 was introduced
to unify and modernise previous labour regulations. Yet
nearly two decades later, it sfill excludes a vast majority
of the workforce. Over 85% of workers—including those
in domestic work, gig platforms, agriculture, and informal
sectors—are not covered under thislaw.

“"fhede workers often lack Written confracts, safety pro-
tections, and access to any formal complaint system. Even
those covered face barriers. For example, to form a union
in any factory or enterprise, 20% of the workforce must
participate—a number that is often difficult to reach in sec-
tors like ready-made garments, where fear of retaliation is
common,.

Although the law promises rights like maternity leave,
workplace safety, and anti-harassment protections, the re-
ality on the ground tells a different story. Many pregnant
workers lose their jobs, and most factories do not have In-
ternal Complaints Committees, which are legally required
to address workplace harassment.

Vulnerable groups, including women, religious minori-
ties, people with disabilities, and transgender workers,
often remain excluded from any policy consideration. In-
ternationally, Bangladesh still hasn’t rafified key Interna-

tional Labour Organization (ILO) conventions such as Cis5
on occupational safety, C1 on working hours, and C189 on
domestic workers, signalling a significant gap between its
global commitments and national laws.

A major report published in 2025 by the Labour Law Re-
form Commission suggested introducing a universal defini-
tion of “worker™ to include all types of employment (formal

Only 5.1% of Bangladesh’s workforce is
unionised, leaving millions without any
collective bargaining power or voice at
the workplace. In most factories, fear
of retaliation still silences attempts to
organise.

and informal) along with a digital ID system and central
registration database. Yet enforcement remains weak. The
Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishments
(DIFE) lacks the manpower and independence needed to
hold employers accountable. In Export Processing Zones
(EPZs), where union activity is heavily restricted, sponta-
neous inspections are rare, and reports of corruption are
not uncommon, !

Justice is often out of reach for workers. As of mid 2025,
more than 20,000 labour-related cases were pending
across the country's 13 labour courts and the appellate tri-
bunal. Shockingly, as of April 2025, 13,402 of these cases
have been pending for more than six months, despite legal
deadlines requiring resolution within 60 to 150 days.

Bangladesh's enforcement mechanisms are also poorly
balanced. Court orders are often ignored, there’s no inde-
pendent labour ombudsman, and labour inspecters face
little accountability. Meanwhile, devastating tragedies like
the Tazreen factory fire and Rana FPlaza collapse serve as
harsh reminders of the cost of inaction. More than a decade
later, many factories, especially subcontractors still under-
pay, overwork, and operate outside safety audit systems,

To close the gap betwéen legal rights and reality, Bang-
ladesh must implement bold reforms.

First, redefine “worker” to include all sectors, supported
by a digital ID system. Second, lower the union registration
threshold and extend rights to unionise to management
and EPZ workers. Third, expand the number of labour
courts, hire more judges, and introduce digital systems for
faster resolution. Fourth, make workplace safety real by re-
quiring safety committees and clear enforcement. Fifth, es-
tablish an independent labour ombudsman and regularly *
audit enforcement agencies. Sixth, form a permanent Mini-
mum Wage Commission to align wages with inflation and
extend social protections like pensions and healthcare.
Lastly, ratify missing ILO conventions and align local laws
with international standards.

Bangladesh can also reduce workplace conflict by
adopting alternative dispute
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- Prolonged inaction,
recurring fire tragedie

Failure to relocate hazardous warehouses keeps Dhaka

vulnerable to : _
p— T b deadl_y rlr €S operate inside residential buildings.
2023 Located inside ; Under the Bangladesh Environment
sidenti ildings Conservation Rules (1997), industrial
27 62 4 residential bul ding units handling hazardous materials are
B banned in residential areas. The DSCC
fires, explosions ) stopped issuing or renewing licences for
claimed 102 lives, chemical businesses after the Nimtoli
caused losses worth ~SOURCE: FIRE SERVICE: BAPA and Churihatta fires, but the move has
Tk 792 cr “HFLEMUL ALA} MONJURU E had little effect.
_________ o {F1u"“Md“0NJURL'LHAmT Chemical traders arguc they L'anndcé:
........................... : : / : it
Despite repeated deadly fire incidents, relocate qntnl th_e government pr
the government has yet to relocate the E‘O“““d resettlement under a 2017

2024
26 g hazardous chemical warehouses from R e =

’ D Dhaka’s residential areas (o designated Am"!ldl,sw die of burn injuries a year
incidents killed 140 R 0 o.gos,  Aboutt 12,09 1akch sustain burns annually
people and injured which has so far claimed 16 lives, once Lack uf l'acilitiesoutsi ---- de Dhﬂlﬂ causing

341 , again points to the failure of successive
Ceeinanianesasssiaseaseennesnanenss [AGMINISErAtions to implement preventabledeaths
First seven months of r;locauon plans launched over a decade Experts cite lack of treatment centres,
ago.
2025 The dc\'as[a[jng blaze at a chemigal ...................... e Rl W trai.ned .l,)e.rs.nnnel
warehouse and garment factory is Focus shouldbe on preventing fire incidents
' believed to have started from a chemical L] . WS
- explosion that released toxic gas. B
people have already “We suspect the fire began with urn ln urles

died in such incidents a chemical explosion that produced . .
poisonous gas. Many victims might l f h
: have died instantly a}ler inhaling the C alm Our VeS a
: mxicl fumes,” sai(;l{l’_t Col Mohammad

Tajul Islam Chowdhury, director d yo t t
(operation and maintenance) of the Fire ay . gO‘/}' rep Or
Service and Civil Defence.

Despite repeated promises, the
lf'.‘IDCatil)I'l Or Chumical “,areh(mSes . . . P aessnne i pe e ek SRR SRR A e n S s SRS
and factories from Old Dhaka remains Around 1,500 people die in the country every year
largely incomplete, even after several due to burn injuries - equivalent to four deaths a day
catastrophic  fires have claimed according to a government report, highlighting a
hundreds of lives over the past 15 years. serious issue that rarely draws attention unless a major
NIMTOLT FIRE, O Following the 2010 Nimtoli fire that incident occurs. ) :

g0 ONOIRRE Lillcd 126 people, the government In addition, around 12.09 lakh people sustain burn
DI \1‘-_ o launched four relocation projects injuries annually, and nearly 3,000 of them become
June 3, 2010 for chemical, plastic, printing, and permanently disabled, putting pressure not only on
but also on overall productivity.

Deaths: 126 electrical goods industries. However, the health system
CIHURIHATTA FIRE, only one project has been completed,  The report, titled “prevalence and Risk Factors for
CHAWKBAZAR while the others remain stalled due to Mortality and Morbidity in Relation to National Health

sl - ; bureaucratic delays and land disputes.

February 20, 2010 [ g sy

Deaths: 71 Even the 2019 Churihatta fire in 9@3@[ c:{é'm quﬁ'
s Chawkbazar, which killed 71 people,

failed to accelerate the process.

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

CHEMICAL Authorities have not updated the list
GODOWNS of chemical warehouses in Old Dhaka

R 3 since 2019, when a Dhaka South City
Active in Old Dhaka Corporation Survey identified 1,924

warchouses. 98 percent of whichwcre
categorised as “moderately risky”.
’ Locals say the real number is higher,

..................................... as many unregistered warehouses

£



Injury Survey of Bangladesh
2022-23" revealed figures
many times higher than
those recorded by the Fire
Service and Civil Defence.

Commissioned by
the Non-Communicable
Disease Control unit of
the Directorate General
of Health Services, the
study was conducted
by the Centre for Injury
Prevention -and Research,
Bangladesh (CIPRB), based
| on data collected from 4.43
the country.

The issue of fre
casualties came o the
fore again after 16 people
were killed and four others
injured when a devastating
blaze broke out at a
chemical warchouse and an
adjacent garment factory
in the capital’s Mirpur on

Tuesday.

Al least 35 people also
died and many sustained
burn injuries in the air
force jet crash at Milestone
School and College in
Uttara's Diabari in July this
vear, further exposing the
importance of emergency

IR A

management of severe
burns..

According to the report,
a total of 1,491 people die
from burn injuries every
vear, making it the ninth
leading cause of injury-
related deaths.

On the other hand, 12.09
lakh people sustain burn
injuries annually, making it
the fourth leading cause of
injury-related morbidities.

The report said
2983 people become
permanently disabled after
sustaining burn injuries.
The highest number of
fatalities was found among
those aged over 60, while
among children the highest
rate was recorded in the
|-4-year age group.

However,

to Fire Service data, 140

people died and 378
sustained burn injuries last
year.

Salim Mahmud
Chowdhury, the principal
investigator of the survey,
said there is a scarcity of
treatment facilities for burn
injuries in the country,
particularly outside Dhaka,
resulting in many avoidable

A I Y -
injuries claim four lives

deaths.

He also pointed out
a shortage of trained
personnel for emergency
management of severe
burns.

“Burn treatment takes a
long time and is relatively
costly, making it difficult
for many patients to
continue treatment, often
leading to life-changing
disabilities,” he said.

Prof Mohammad
Nasiruddin, director of
the National Institute of
Burn and Plastic Surgery,
said the number of fire
incidents in the country is
so high that even building
10 more burn institutes
would not be sufficient
to manage the growing
number of patients.

He emphasised that
priority must be given to
preventing fire incidents,
including those linked to
electrical lines, gas leaks,
and cylinder explosions,

“Authorities responsible
for such incidents must
take proactive measures
to prevent them and avoid
these preventable deaths
and injuries,” he said.
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Prioritise workers' rights, welfare,
$ocial protection in election manifestos

FEREPORT

The RMG Working Group Core
Committee (WGCC) has called on all
political parties to prioritise workers'
rights, welfare, and social protection in
their upcoming election manifestos,
emphasising that the garmentsector's
four million workers deserve stronger
legal, social, and economic safeguards.
Speaking at a press conferenceat the
National Press Club in the capital on
Sunday, the committee said although
Bangladesh's labour laws and constitu-
tion, and ILO conventions recognise
workers' rights, the reality remains far
from satisfactory. The implementation
of the Labour Reform Commission's rec-
ommendations has also seen little
progress.
Citing the RMG sector's vital contribu-
tion - accounting for 10.35 per cent of
the GDP and 82 per cent of the total
export earnings - the WGCC stressed

PN aEE o WA 389

B s ¢ O (NN SR S TEPEE WEE. R T T

RMG WGCC
urges parties

that sustainable industrial relations and

labour protection are essential for main-

taining growth and social justice.

The group placed a 12-point set of pro-
posals for inclusion in the political par-
ties' election manifestos, calling for
stronger labour rights, better social pro-
tection, and safer workplaces for the
garment workers,

The proposals included ensuring trade
union rights and legal protection under
the ILO conventions for all workers,
including those employed in the export
processing zones (EPZs) and special eco-
nomic zones (SEZs).

It also called for sustainable industrial
growth and employment protection that
expand job opportunities while safe-
guarding existing workers.

g _~
2 SIS 3893, b TBRT Q03¢ 5

The group demanded a national mini-
mum wage aligned with living costs, and
urged the government to strengthen
occupational safety and health measures
through improved fire, electrical, and
building safety standards.
Its proposals further included compre-
hensive social protection measures, such
as pension, provident fund, employment
injury insurance, and rationing facility
for workers at subsidised prices.
The WGCC also sought affordable hous-
ing and welfare schemes for all garment
workers, along with family-friendly
workplace policies - providing six
months of paid maternity leave and
intreducing paternity leave,
The proposals highlighted the need for
safe and harassment-free workplaces in
line with the ILO Convention 190, and
called for faster and fairer labour justice
through more labour courts and alterna-
tive dispute resolution mechanisms.
sajibur@gmail.com.
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informal workforce

For decades, policymakers, labour
rights activists and economistsin
Bangladesh have been drawing
attention to the vast informal
workforce involved with a large
portion of the national economy.
Despite its undeniable contribution,
this sector remains excluded from
official recognition, legal protection
and social security coverage. As the
country inches closer to its
graduation from the Least Developed
Country (LDC) category in 2026, the
urgency to integrate this scattered
and often invisible workforce into the
formal system has become more
pressing than ever.

Informal employment refers to jobs
that are not regulated, registered or
protected under national labour
laws. These positions typically lack
standard employment guarantees
such as paid leave, termination
notice, pensions or health benefits.
Instead, they rely on informal
arrangements, personal
relationships, or kinship ties rather
than legally binding contracts, .
Workers in this sector have littleor
noaccess to unemployment
insurance, workplace safety

or social safety nets.

These jobs are most commonly
found in small, unregistered
businesses, micro-enterprises or
households. A majority of these
enterprises fall outside the tax net
and government oversight. This
means that their economic
contribution remains largely
invisible in policy design and
implementation, despite being
central to national productivity.
The recently published Labour Force
Survey 2024 by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS) highlights
just how extensive informal work is.
Out of a total labour force of 69.10
million, as many as 58.04 million -
or 84 per cent - are employed
informally. Breaking it down further,
the survey shows that 95.96 per cent
of female workers and 78.08 per
cent of male workers are under this
category. Geographically, 13.22
millioninformal workers are in
urban centres, while 44.82 million
remain concentrated in rural areas,
sectoral distribution tells an even
clearer story. Agriculture, long
considered the backbone of the
economy, has an overwhelming 97
per cent of its workforce in informal
employment. The industrial sector
has 89 per cent informal

employment, while the service

sector, often assumed to be more
structured, still employs 67 per cent
of its workers outside the formal
framework.

These figures are not anomalies. In
2023, informal workers numbered

~ 59,68 million - accounting for 84.07

per cent of the workforce - while in
2022, the share was 84.9 per cent.
Prevalence of such high ratios shows
that informality is not declining
despite economic growth, export
expansion ahd urbanisation. Rather,
it remains a defining feature of
Bangladesh's labour market.

The informal economy is not
marginal, it is central. Various
studies estimate that the sector
contributes between 40 and 43 per
cent of Bangladesh's GDP. A joint
study by Karmojibi Nari and FES
Bangladesh, which covered workers
across all divisions, found that most
informal jobs were concentrated in
retail and sales, agriculture and
tivestock, food and beverage
services, transport; and crafts.
Nearly 69 per cent of these workers
are aged between 25 and 44,
underscoring that the most
productive segment of the
population remains deprived of
protection and rights.

Without these Jobs, millions of
people would be unemployed or
underemployed, creating severe
social and economic instability. Yet,
their contribution remains
unacknowledged in government
accounts, policy planning and wage
structures.

Labour rights experts and worker
leaders have therefore urged the
government to formally recognise
the informal workforce in the
upcoming amendment of the
Bangladesh Labour Act,2006. Their
demands include: a national wage

board that considers the realities of
informal employment, a digital
national database to register all
workers, linked with a unique worker
identity card; and expansion of social
protection schemes, including
workplace accident and health
insurance; and unemployment
allowances.
Such measures, they argue, would
not only uphold workers' rights but
also allow the state to better
manage and regulate labour
relations inline with international
commitments and the requirements
of LDC graduation.
Leaving the informal workforce
outside the scope of national labour

]|

legislation undermines both
economic planning and social justice.
Workers without contractsare
vulnerable to exploitation, unfair
dismissal and hazardous working
conditions. Women in particular, who
make up an overwhelming majority
in the informal workforce, suffer
dispropertionately due to the
absence of maternity benefits,
workplace safety measures and wage
parity. ?
At present, Bangladesh's Minimum
Wage Board covers only 42 sectors,
leaving the overwhelming majority
of workers outside its scope. Unless
deliberate efforts are made to
expand coverage and include
informal workers, the divide
between formal and informal
employment will continue to widen.
Experts stress that the proposed
digital database should be dynamic,
not static. It should be regularly
updated and integrated with national
identification systems so that
government benefits - from
healthcare support to accident
insurance - can be directly delivered.
Moreover, recognition of informal
workers would allow the state to
extend disaster-relief measures;, —
microcredit facilities and skill
development programmes more
effectively.
The informal sector isnot a
temporary or peripheral aspect of
the economy; it is its dominant
reality. Yet, for too long, the millions
who keep this sector alive have
remained invisible in law, policy, and
governance. Their lack of
recognition not only denies them
rights and protections but also
diminishes their immense
contribution to the nation's GDP and
overall development. As Bangladesh
prepares for the next stage of its
economic journey, the inclusion of
informal workers into the formal
system is no longer optional, it is
inevitable.

wasiahmed.bd@gmail.com.-
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" Cheap Iabour built the
industry, can clean
energy save it?

More often than not, a T-shirt bought from countries like the
United States of America (USA) and Australia will have a tag
saying, "Made in Bangladesh", reflecting the position
Bangladesh's RMG sector holds in the international market.
The RMG sector contributes to 81 per cent of the country's
export earnings, making it an essential benefactor to
Bangladesh's economy. However, when it comes to
international trade, it is important not only to establish
yourself but also to ensure that you maintain that position.
The sector grew upon the back of cheap labour; however, is
that truly enough? Competitors such as India, China and
Vietnam are only evolving with each passing day, making it
essential for Bangladesh to find an edge over the others.
With increasing alarm about climate change and initiatives
such as the UN Fashion Industry Charter for Climate Action,
international markets are shifting toward sustainable and
climate-friendly supply chains. This serves Bangladesh asa
golden opportunity. Why then has little effort been made to
adopt renewable energy technology (RET) - what are the key
drivers, barriers, and prospects shaping this transition?

Even though the adoption of RET has been slow, there are
multiple encouraging motivating factors.

For global buyers, sustainability is nowan essential criterion.
Major international brands are now setting emission
reduction targets across their supply chains. This puts
factories under immense pressure to adopt cleaner energy
sources. Factaries that invest in RETs are more likely to retain
contracts, attract new buyers, and meet the sustainability
certifications increasingly required in global markets, As a
professor of the Electrical and Electronic Engineering (EEE)
department of the country's leading engineering school,
BUET, observed, "A product becomes more acceptablein the
international market when a buyer knows that even 20 per
cent of its energy comes from green sources".

Considering that profit ultimately drives decision-makingin
the industry, the long-term financial returns of renewable
energy are among the most compelling incentives. While the
initial installation cost of rooftop solar can be significant, the
return on investment becomes evident over time. Once
installed, solar panels generate electricity at a minimal
recurring cost, reducing factories' dependency on expensive
and volatile fossil fuel-based power. "If you install a solar
power plant, the cost will be recouped within 4-5 years
because the electricity price has risen and it will rise more,"
explained an energy specialist working in the World Bank
Group. He also noted that the government is already
receiving a 9.5-cent bid for solar IPP (Independent Power
Producer), which is competitive with-or even cheaper than-
grid electricity, typically costing 10-11 cents per unit, Under
Bangladesh's updated net metering guidelines (2019),
factories can also supply excess electricity back to the grid at
approximately Tk 6 per unit, further offsetting energy costs
and strengthening the economic case for renewable

While the incentives are strong, the adoption of renewable

energy in the RMG sector continues to facea host of
interconnected barriers.

&

While the incentives are strong,
the adoption of renewable
energy in the RMG sector

continues to face a host
of interconnected barriers

writes

Naziah Anika Ahmed

The return on investment from renewable sources is typically
visible within five years. However, that initial investment can
be prohibitively high-up toUs$ 100-120 million fora 100
MW plant. Therefore, high-interest loans are often
necessary to take out. A leading energy analyst noted that
while ROl may be positive in the long term, loans typically
require repayment within five years. Since business decisions
are still inated by short-term profit, many factory
owners are reluctant toinvestin RETs.

Government policy further exacerbates this hesitancy. Even
though the Renewable Energy Policy 2008 was upda tedin
2025 and the net metering guidelines were revised, thereis
still ne comprehensive framework addressing the unigue
constraints of the RMG sector.

Several energy analysts have expressed the need for off-site
generation models or corporate power purchase agreements
(CPPAs) to ensure that factories that do nat have adequate
infrastructure for rooftop solar are not sidelined.

Despite the challenges, the future of renewable energy in
Bangladesh's RMG sector shows promise.

Organisations such as BGMEA are actively working to hold
training programs to raise awaraness regarding fina ncial
scopes like refinancing while also dissemi nating information
about the benefits of RET adoption as a means of
encouraging industry leaders, Moreover, lowering import
duties on solar equipment holds enormous potential as it
could significantly reduce capital costs and encourage RET
adoption, especially for smaller factories. Finally, a policy
framework for off-site renewable power-via CPPAs-could
improve energy access. An energy specialist at the World
Bank emphasised that such models would allow factories to
source energy from remote solar plants through the national
grid.

According to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Vietnam,
the world's third-largest exporter of textiles after
Bangladesh, showed significantly higher exports in2024
than in 2023, whereas Bangladesh had only a marginal
increase. In response, Bangladesh must take decisive action.
To ensure that the "Made in Bangladesh" tagretainsits
place in the hands of the world, cleaner energy must be
embraced.

nazich.anika.ahmed@g.bracu.ac.bd
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workers’ welfare; adviser

Out of the 10 core conven-
ratified and the process of rati-
fication of the remaining three
- 155, 187 and 190 - are under-

desh will be the only country
in South Asia to have ratified
all 10 core conventians of the
ILO, he added. ;

' The adviser said that the
government was introducin
the Alternative Dispute Reso-
Jution system to resolve vari-
ous disputes of workers.
The trade union registra-

Over the past decade, he said,

ents. in the working

ment secior, in establishing

. a woman-friendly environ-
i with

ment. In i
the Labour Act 2006, many

ties through close cooperation

with the ILO, the European Un- tial facilities such as paid

ion, and the United States.

‘Significant progress has
been made, particularly
within the ready-made
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Factory

outted in CEPZ

blaze lacked fire safety

Say officials; fire brought under control

.~ after 17 hours

DWAIPAYAN BARUA, Ctg

- The eight-storey factory building at

the Chittagong Export Processing
Zone (CEPZ), which was completely
destroyed in a massive fire on Thursday
afternoon, had structural flaws and
lacked a mandatory fire safety plan,
according to fire service officials.
Officials said warehouses on several
floors were not built following proper
rules, which may have delayed
firefighting efforts.
Although the building
had a fire detection
alarm system and
extinguishers, they
were not adequate,
The blaze was
brought under
control after more
than 17 hours, at
7:25am  yesterday,
but had not been
fully  extinguished
as of the filing of this
report at 6:30pm.

Smoke continued to rise i

from several parts of the building
while firefighters kept spraying water
to cool the site.

Md Tazul Islam Chowdhury, director
(operations) of Fire Service and Civil
Defence, said they brought the fire
under control at 7:25am. “Butitisyet to

~ be fully

extinguished.
Earlier, 17 firefighting units, with
assistance from Bangladesh Navy
and other forces, worked to bring the

0o |

fire under control after it broke out
on the seventh floor of the building
on Road-5 of CEPZ in Chattogram's

south Halishahar around 2:00pm on

Thursday.

The seventh floor housed the
warehouse of Adam Caps & Textiles, a
towel manufacturer and the sixth floor
contained the warehouse of Jeihong
Medical Products BD Co Ltd, while the
rest of the building comprised other

sections of both companies.
<. The building is owned by
\Qdams Caps & Textiles,

% while Jichong had

\renl:cd three floors
* several years ago.

% Factory officials
claimed the top
two floors housed
the  warehouses,
though fire service

and CEPZ officials

the

/f were
// spread across the top
: four floors and not built as
per proper standards.

Lt Col Tajul said the building
was not constructed according 1o
the building code. He noted that two
adjoining buildings were erected
without sufficient space between them,
preventing firefighters from spraying
water from one side.

He added that the storehouses were
packed with flammable materials,

including synthetic fabrics and yarns, -




Factory gutted

FROMPAGEZ
which prolonged the blaze.

“These products are
chemical-based, and we
saw large flames with a
bluish colour,” he said.

The fire service HOH
director also confirmed
that the building had
not implemented a
fire safety plan
lacked the required fire
effectiveness  certificate,
which is mandatory as per
the Fire Prevention and
Extinguishing Act, 2003.

Md Jashim Uddin,
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factory, built in 2008, only
recently applied for a fire

safety plan.

CFPZ Executive Director—————

Abdus Sobhan said |he:.
would  investigate
matter, it

He, however, said Adamb
Caps is a compliant factory
and conducts fire drills
regularly.

Md Shahidur Rahman,
fire consultant for CEPZ
and Karnmaphuli EPZ,
said Jiehong had some
fire  extinguishers but
they were insufficient
He added that he had
' repeatedly instrucied the
management to install a
proper fire system, but they
did not comply.

Meanwhile, two probe
committees were formed to
investigate the incident.

The fire service formed
a five member committee
and asked it to submit
a report within 15 days.
CEPZ formed another five-
member body and directed
it to submit its report
within five days.
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Fire at Ctg EPZ
factory doused after
17 hours, 2 probe
committees formed

ACCIDENT — CHATTOGRAM

TBS REPORT

Authorities have formed two sepa-
rate committees to investigate the
massive fire that ravaged Adams
Caps and Textile Limited at the
Chattogram Export Processing Zone
(CEPZ), which was brought under
control after more than 17 hours of
intense efforts.

The Fire Service and Civil Defence
and the Bangladesh Export Process-
ing Zones Authority (Bepza) each
launched their own investigations to
determine the cause of the fire, assess
damages, and identify safety lapses.

Lt Col Tajul Islam Chowdhury, di-
rector (Operations and Maintenance)
of the Fire Service, said a five-member
committee has been tasked with un-
covering how the fire started and will
submit its findings within 15 working
days. Meanwhile, Bepza Executive
Director Abdus Sobham stated that
Bepza’s committee will deliver its re-
port within seven working days.

The probe announcements came
hours after firefighters finally con-
tained the blaze that broke out at
2:30pm on Thursday and was extin-
guished around 7:25am yesterday.

17-hour operation to douse flames
A total of 25 firefighting units, aided
by personnel from the Bangladesh
Air Force, Navy, and Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), worked through
the night to put out the fire.

“There were no casualties, as
everyone was safely evacuated in
time,” said Lt Col Tajul. He praised
the coordinated response among all
participating agencies, calling it a
“team effort that prevented a much
larger disaster.”

According to officials, the blaze
generated extreme heat, between
800°C and 1,000°C, causing several
floors of the building to collapse.
“Floors from the fourth to the sev-
enth gave way under the intensity of
the heat,” Lt Col Tajul explained.

He noted that the building had
mixed occupancy, '

Fire at Ctg EPZ

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

with the top floors used as storage
areas for doctors’ aprons, medi-
cal gowns, and similar materials.
“These items bumed intensely and
reacted chemically, making it harder
to control the flames,” he said.

The structure also violated setback
requirements, limiting access for fire-
fighters. “We had to maintain a safe
distance for our own safety, which
prolonged the operation,” he added.

Despite the collapse, firefighters
managed to prevent the blaze from
spreading to nearby factories.

All workers evacuated safely
CEPZ Additional Executive Director
Asheq Mohammad Shahadat Hos-
sain said the factory employed about
1,050 workers, all of whom were
evacuated immediately after the fire
alarm went off.

Officials said that once the area is
declared structurally safe, damage
assessment and debris clearance
will begin under the supervision of
the respective authorities,
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Legal migration for
all workers crucial

Exorbitant cost of migration is
taking a heavy toll on our workers

It is most unfortunate that the migration sector continues
to be dominated by middlemen despite there being proper
government channels for recruitment. According to a recent
study by the Ovibashi Unnayan Karmi Programme (OKUP),
workers are paying exorbitant fees as most of them migrate
through informal channels. Among the 1,084 workers surveyed
by OKUP in eight migration-prone districts, 56 percent relied
on informal or illegal agents to facilitate their migration to
the Gulf countries, while only seven percent reported using
licensed recruiting agencies, This highlights the grim reality
of the limited accessibility of formal recruitment channels,
particularly in rural areas.

Workers have long migrated to Gulf countries under the
“free visa” system without any job guaranteed before departure.
While the government fixed average cost for migration to the
Middle East is Tk 116,224, workers with free visa have to spend
around Tk 499,802 on average. And despite paying nearly five
times more than the government-approved cost, 43 percent
fail to find work after reaching the destination countries, while
many must spend additional money to obtain work permits.

Reportedly, a total of 938,000 workers migrated to the
Middle East in 2022. Of them, 57 percent obtained work
permils upon arrival, while 21 percent, who initially failed to
secure employment, spent an extra Tk 150,000 on average
to acquire work permits (igamas). The OKUP study estimated
that Bangladeshi migrants in Gulf countries lost about Tk
30,000 crore in 2022 alone due to unethical and fraudulent
recruitment practices under the free visa system.

Another alarming finding is that 72 percent of respondents
ook loans to cover migration costs, while 11 percent
mortgaged their land and six percent sold it. And many of
those who returned home without finding jobs were unable
to recover their mortgaged land. All this is deeply concerning.
Migration experts note that there is no such thing as a "free”
visa: under ILO conventions, workers cannot be sent abroad
without an employment contract.” Yet, many Bangladeshi
migrants go without one, leaving them vulnerable to all sorts
of exploitation.

We urge the government to take concrete steps to make legal
labour migration more aceessible and protect our workers from
exploitation through strict measures. The recruitment process
must be transparent and accountable. Experts also emphasise
the need for skill training to prepare our workers for better
opportunities abroad. With Saudi Arabia’s recent abolition of
the Kafala system, we hope the recruitment process for that
country will be easier now, while the hardships faced by our
workers will be reduced.
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After airport fire, govt

must rebuild trust

It must implement a fire and
structural safety audit in all key
economic installations

It goes without saying that the devastating blaze that gutted
the import section of Dhaka airport’s main cargo village has
struck at the heart of Bangladesh's manufacturing sector,
perhaps at the worst possible time. The incident threatens to
derail peak season garment shipments for Christmas sales
in a global supply chain built on speed. The initial estimate
of $1 billion damage in the fire, which industry insiders fear
may rise, tells only part of the story, however. This catastrophe
is the third blow to business confidence in a week, following
fire incidents at factories in Chattogram and Dhaka's
Mirpur area, both linked to garment production. Meanwhile,
Chattogram port saw a steep tariff increase come into effect,
and subsequently a truckers' strike, paralysing the country's
main trade artery. That comes on top of persistently elevated
inflation, high interest rates, and a 20 percent tariff on exports
to the US, Bangladesh’s largest market.

The crisis set off by the airport fire extends beyond garments.
The pharmaceutical industry, reliant on lemperature-
sensitive, time bound raw materials from abroad, faces
production disruptions. Losses are also mounting in telecoms,
with consignments of high-value mobile components worth
millions reduced to ash.

in response, industry leaders and the government said
they were in emergency mode. The Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association has secured
temporary warehouse space and urged members to clear
imports within 36 hours to ease congestion. The government
has ordered the cargo village to operate 24/7. Whether
these palliative measures will suffice remains to be seen. The
deeper question, though, is not what caused the fire, but how
resilient Bangladesh’s supply chain really is. This demands a
fundamental reassessment of the regulatory systems meant to
Protect Our economic assets.

The government must move expeditiously to avert a repeat
of such failures. To restore confidence, the first priority is to
provide tangible support to the business community— through
a streamlined process for registering losses and expediting
insurance settlements. Moreover, the investigation into the
airport fire must be credible and conclusive, addressing
the unresolved questions of sabotage versus negligence.
Contradictory accounts of the firefighting response demand
nothing less.

The more enduring task would be to confront the abysmal
state of fire safety that this tragedy has laid bare. A one off
audit of the airport is therefore not enough. Bangladesh
needs a mandatory, nationwide fire safety review of all critical
economic infrastructure, including ports, EPZs, warehouses,
and major factories. The government must then mandate
modern, automated suppression systems and enforce a time-
bound compliance schedule. Finally, to salvageits international
reputation, Bangladesh must communicate its action plan
clearly to global partners. A high level, cross-ministerial task
force should be established o oversee this reform agenda, with

-———— the mandate not only to manage the crisis but also to harden

the nation’s economic infrastructure against future shocks.
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Weaving dreams
with Jamdani

SU?.]T KUMARDAS Fqndpur

In Panal.l vﬂlage of Faridpur's
Alfadanga  upazila, 34-year-
old Mostafizur Rahman weaves
Jamdani sarees — and with each
thread, he weaves hope for a better
future,

From his home, he produces
sarees using silk, cotton, and zari
threads. Fach piece sells for Tk
12,000-40,000, depending on the
design and quality.

“I could not continue my
education beyond the primary level
due to poverty. Since childhood,
I've been focused on finding ways
1o earn for my family," he said.

At 16, he left home in 2007 for
Rupganj upazila of Narayanganj,
the country’s Jamdani weaving
hub, where he trained under master
weavers Haris Mia and Anwar
Sardar. He also worked -
in a local factory for
several years. :

In 2021, after
gaining 14 years |
of experience, he {
returned  home \

workshop with the

“Unemployment is a big issue in
rural Bangladesh,” Mostafizur said.
“It 1 can teach the locals this craft,
they can earn a living too. However,
it's a delicate, time-consuming
craft. Many give up midway. Still,
1 visit nearby villages to find new
trainees.”

“The real challenge is finding
skilled workers Wi thmoreweavers.

" 1 could easily expand
production,” he added.

help of his wife, Nila - "= i Mostafizur also
Begum. Gradually, he ™. . employs 12 young people
began producing Jamdani from the area.

sarees and training villagers in One of the workers, Mohammad

weaving. _

His 30-by-10-foot tin roofed
wurksimp is simple but functional,
with wire mesh openings for light
and air. Inside, six looms stand
neatly in rows, each operated by
two artisans. From this small space,
around 25 high-quality Jamdani
sarees are produced every month.

Hossain, 29, said, “I used to work in
Rupganj, but when I saw the same
Facilities here, | joined Mostafizur
bhai's factory. 1 now earn Tk
22,000-25,000 a month.”
Mostafizur invested about Tk

5 lakh to establish his workshop,

named “Muslim Jamdani Ghar”.
He now earns Tk 50,000-60,000

in monthly profit after expenses.

" “Each saree uses about 2,200 to
2,400 strands of silk thread bought
from Rajshahi, costing around Tk
2,000," he said.

Customers often visit his home
to buy sarees directly or place
advance orders ahead of Testivals.
He also supplies products to the
BSCIC Industrial City in Rupganj.

Sharmin Yasmin, former upazila
nirbahi officer of Alfadanga, said,
“l bought several sarees from
Mostafizur while I was posted there.
His sarees are flawlessly woven.”

Tagarband  Union

Chairman Mia  Asaduzzaman
said, “Mostafizur is our pride.
His Jamdani sarees have earned
widespread  appreciation.  If
authorities provide support, a
Jamdani , weaving centre could
be established here centring him,
generating employment among
local youths.”
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Overtures come
from UN agency's
newCDinBD

Mr Tunon submitted his credentials to Foreign Affairs Adviser - supporting an enabling
of the interim government Md Touhid Hossain at the Ministry enwronmentfor them to

of Foreign Affairs.

ILO offers to work
with BD jointly on
export, investment

overtures Wednesday as he assum

only provide more decent
share of the workforce; they
ability to attract investment

and expand international
markets for exports," he said.

ed his responsibilitiesas the consider amendments to the
country chief of the UN agency. pangladesh Labour Act, and
"gyr collective efforts will not g ensure the effective
implementation of laws and
working conditions for a larger policies.
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Tufion arrives in Bangladesh ata time when the ILO mandate

to promote decent work and social justice is high on the

national agenda of the post-uprising government.

"The urgency of the decent-work agendain Bangladesh is |
evident," said Tufién. b
With two million young men

‘Priortoarrivingin

start and grow businesses.

occupational safety and
health. He has also worked
in the ILO sub-regional
offices in Bangkok and New Bangladesh is delivered
Delhi, as well as the ILO
Moreover, the ILOWOTKS IO fficein Beijing.
will also improve the country's enhance the employahility of
men and women, ensuring
they have the skills needed
byemployers,aswellashy —
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is one of its largest country

Bangladesh, Max TuRdnwas offices worldwide. It hasa

and women entering the the Head of ILO Officein  proad portfolio to advance

labour market each year,We ok that supported a greater alignment with the
FEREPORT must work together to comprehensive labour~ fundamental principles and
 Drcame i _ ensure that economic growth coorm apenda in Qatar. rights at work. The Office
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) offers joint is inclusive and generates He previously served as also supports the
collaboration with Bangladesh for promoting investment  jobs with dignity." Technical Specialistinthe  ooyernment vision to create
and export. The ILO has been providing  s3me Office, overseeingthe  gecent-work opportunities
New Country Director for the international Labour support to the government programme on wages, and enhince sociil-
Organisation (ILO) Office in Bangladesh Max Tuiién made the and social partnersasthey  |opoyrinspection and protection systems,

includi ng marginalized
The ILO*: support to

through Decent Work
ountry Programmes

The ILO Office in Bangladesh (DWCP} jointly developed

and agreed with tripartite
partners - the Government,
employers’ and workers'
organisations.
mirmostafiz@yahoo.com
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ILO to strengthen
decent work,
investment climate

The new ILO country di-

pluyahilityofmenand%

Sangstha - Dhaka

NEWLY-APPOINTED coun-
try director of the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
in Bangladesh Max Tufién
Wednesday reaffirmed his
commitment to working
closely with the govern-
ment and social partners to
advance decent work, social
justice, and sustainable in-
vestment opportunities in
the country.

‘Our collective efforts will
not only provide more de-
cent working conditions for

a larger share of the work-
iurce they will also improve
the country’s ability to at-
tract investment’ Tuidn
said after submitting his
: gredentials to foreign affairs
adviser Md Touhid Hossain
at the foreign ministry here,
said a press release.

rector stressed the urgency
of ensuring inclusive eco-
nomic growth that creates
quality jobs.

‘The urgency of the de-
cent work agenda in Bangla-
desh is evident,’ said Tunén.
‘With two million young
men and women enter-
ing the labour market each
year, we must work together
to ensure that economic
growth is inclusive and gen-
erates jobs with dignity.’

The ILO has been extend-
ing technical and policy sup-
port to the Government of
Bangladesh and its tripartite
partners in reviewing and
amending the Bangladesh

Labour Act, and in strength- fices in Bangkok, New Delhi,
ening the implementation of and Beijing, bringing with ﬁm wTeeiY § TSNS TR
labour laws, occupational him extensive experience i
safety, and workers’ rights.  in labour policy, social pro- Wﬁ"‘ wftgrs 3Mala e T |
The organisation also tection, and global employ- e AXA T . 5, T
works to enhance the em- ment standards. eel fmt, IR TG, AN

women by developing
job-relevant skills and pro-
moting ~ entrepreneurship
through an enabling busi-
ness environment, the ILO
said in a statement.

Prior to his posting in
Dhaka, Tufién served as
head of the ILO office in
Doha, where he supported
a comprehensive labour re-
form agenda in Qatar.

He earlier worked as a
Technical Specialist over-
seeing  programmes On
wages, labour inspection,
and occupational safety and
health.

He has also served in
various capacities at JLO of-
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" CHEMICAL, INDUSTRIAL BLAZES

Fire service struggles
with limited capacity

DIPAN NIANDY

Lacic of hasm ﬁre safet} measures,
poor coordination among
agencies, and weak emergency
response systems are the main
reasons why three recent major
fire incidents could not be brought
under control quickly, said experts
and officials.

They made the observations
after analysing the fires at Dhaka
airport, the Chattogram Export
Processing Zone, and a chemical
warehouse in Mirpur —- all of
which exposed the Fire Service and
Civil Defence’s limited capacity to
handle chemical and large-scale
industrial fires.

Experts  expressed  grave
concern over the incidents, which
occurred within just six days,
noting that two of them took place
in key point installation areas.

“The capacity to deal with
general and chemical fires is

FILE PHOTO: CEPZ FIRE

RECOMMENDATIONS
Vodemi :

ndernise fire service to
improve capacity
Provide modern tools, training

Conduct regular joint drills
with relevant agencies

Keep KPI areas under constant
surveillance

Probe causes, response failures
in recent incidents

o
Equip cities, key fire stations
with specialised gears

different, so the entire department
needs modernisation,” Brig Gen
(retd) Abu Nayeem Md Shahidullah,
former director general of the fire
service, told The Daily Star.

He urged the government to
equip the fire service with the
tools and training required to
tackle chemical fires effectively.

“Initial response, alarm
systems, and water supply - all are
part of fire management. Major
weaknesses were visible at all three
sites. Authorities should verify
whether joint drills between the
fire service and relevant agencies
are being conducted regularly,” he
said.

The fire at Dhaka airport broke
out around 2:30pm on Ociober 18
and took more than 26 hours to
douse, Similarly, the Chattogram
EPZ fire, which started around
2:10pm on October 16, raged for
over 24 hours,

Fire service struggles with limited

FROM PAGE 3

Fire service officials said
the absence of basic safety
measures made  both
operations difficult.

Brig Gen (retd) Al
Ahmed Khan, another
former fire service DG, said
KPI areas like airports and
EPZs should remain under
constant surveillance.

“Fven if a fire breaks out,
it- shouldn’t burn for so
long. Despﬁe the presence
of the airport's own capable
fire service unit, the delay in
controlling the fire indicates
negligence,” he said.

He called for a full
investigationintothe causes
and response failures.

Major(retd)Shakil Newaz,
former director (operations)
of the fire service, said
weak
and administrative
complications caused the
delays in response.

The Mirpur chemical
warehouse fire broke out
around 11:30am on October
14 and took about 27 hours

preparedness -

to control

Earlier, on September 22,
three fire service officials
died while tackling another
warchouse fire in Tongi's
Sahara Market area.

Contacted, fire service
DG Brig Gen Muhammad
Jahed Kamal said several
measures are underway 10
enhance the department’s
capacity.

“Modern buildings now
use highly flammable
decorative materials that
make fres spread fast
When we arrive after it
reaches the ‘developed
stage’, it naturally takes
longer to control,” he said.

He said in cases involving
chemicals, irefighters must
act cautiously to  avoid
further hazards. “Since
most institutions lack basic
firefighting systems, small
fires often turn into massive
incidents, causing further
delays,” he said.

According o fire
service sources, following
a meeting chaired by the

disaster management
ministry secretary on May
4, a proposal was sent to
the Ministry of Industries
to enhance the fire service's
capacity  for  chemical
disaster risk reduction,
response,  seaich, and
rescue operations.

The proposal includes
allocating one Hazmat
tender -— a specialised
emergency response vehicle
for hazardous materials -
for each divisional city and
for stations near land, river,
and airport areas, alongside
all necessary equipment.

The specification . and
rationalisation process of
these tools and vehicles is
currently ongoing.

DG  Kamal
“If these wehicles and
equipment are available,
it will be easier to control
chemical and hazardous
fires. With the disaster
management ministry's
support, we are working
to strengthen our overall
firefighting capacity.”

added,
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HSIA CARGO VILLAGE FIRE

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

S <Pl

October 30, 2025

BGMEA seeks govt help for swift
insurance claim settlement

Insurers say assessment may take over a month

FE REPORT

The country's readymade garment (RMG) sector
has urged the government to intervene to ensure
prompt settlement and payment of insurance
claims following the devastating fire at the import
cargo village of Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport (HSIA).

In a recent letter to the Financial Institutions
Division (FID) under the Ministry of Finance, the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) said a significant quantity of
imported raw materials belonging to garment
factories was burnt to ashes in the October 18 blaze.
The industry group said the affected factories have
suffered major financial losses, with their ongoing
export orders now at risk -- nrders whose value is
many times higher than the burnt imported goods.
The BGMEA requested the FID to immediately
instruct insurance companies to expedite the
settlement of submitted claims and release the
funds necessary for factories to complete their

pending export shipments.
It noted that due to the destruction of imported

HNAAa@Ned

@ Fire causes over US$3 Om
Ioss to RMG sectpr

© Buyers delay shlpments
until pendingorders
are fulfilled

o BGMEA urges: smft clatm
~ payoutstosecure
worker wages

goods, factories must now re-import materials to
finish the orders, but foreign buyers are
withholding acceptance of shipments until those
orders are fulfilled.

"Timely disbursement of insurance claims is crucial
to help affected RMG units recover from the crisis
and paywages and allowances to workers on time,"

the BGMEA stated.

Contacted, a senior official of the Financial
Institutions Division said, "We have received an
application from the BGMEA and are working on the
issue. We have already instructed the concerned
regulator, IDRA, to take necessary action."

Industry msnders said affected factories urgently
need to re-import raw materials to meet delivery
deadlines, As foreign buyers hold back payments
until shipments are completed, the companies are
facing an acute shortage of working capital.
Insurance officials, meanwhile, have indicated that
assessing damages, verifying coverage, and
processing claims could take at least one to one-
and-a-half months -- even without the
complications of the "Air Risk Only" clause in many
policies.

The fire at HSIA's import cargo village has caused
immediate losses exceeding USS8.0 million to the
country's textile and garment sector, The
government has launched a full investigation into
the incident and has sought assistance from

international experts.
rezamumu@gmail.com
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-BGMEA, BKMEA
to set up temporary
warehouse at HSIA

 Tereife xS et

FEREPORT

Two trade bodies --BGMEA
and BKMEA -will jointly set
upatemporary warehouse at
the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport for
facilitating their overseas
trade as the latest
devastating fire at its cargo
village disrupted the export-
import activities.

The decision was taken
following a meeting of
leaders of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA) and Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BKMEA) with the Advisor to
the commerce ministry and
private aviation and tourism
Sheikh Bashiruddin on
October 20 last, according to
a BGMEA statement.

The move aims to help
recoup the losses caused due
to the massive fire at the

WQ8°’*

s IRER SNE

cargo village and protect
imported goods for the
greater interest of the
exporting sectors, it added.
The export-import activities
of the garment industry have
been temporarily disrupted
as the import-cargo shed was
severely damaged and
became unusable due to the
terrible fire that broke out at
the import cargo village of
Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport on
October 18,

To keep the country's
export-import activities
uninterrupted and
operational, the two apparel-
sector trade bodies have
jointly taken such steps to

cope with the emerging
situation.

As part of the joint initiative,

a'Rubb Hall' (temporary
warehouse) will be set up at
the newly constructed
Terminal-3, which is
currently not ready for
storage of goods, within a
short time for the protection
of valuable imported raw
materials and other goods, it
said.

To this effect, the BGMEA has
already awarded a work order
to a supplier for the
installation of the 'Rubb Hall'
and its implementation
‘within the shortest possible
time, it added.

“This joint initiative will play
an effective role in protecting
imported products and also
provide significant support to
help keep the country's
overall export-import trade
on," said the BGMEA
statement.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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BGMEA seeks review of
labour law changes

Ieaders claim amendments to labour definition, union

rules and benefits defy prior agreement

For four months since
taking office, we have
repeatedly requested
appointments with
the honourable chief
adviser to share our concerns, but
he has not given us any time. I say

this with frustration ... when vice
president-level executives from
Starlink come, he gives them time,
but to a 40-billion-dollar export
industry, he does not. He must take
responsibility for
that. If hedoesn’'t
“can I express our

concerns?

|

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Apparel leaders have called on the
government to review recent amendments
to the labour law, pardcularly changes
concerning the definition of workers, the
threshold for forming trade unions, and the
benefit package,

A week after the advisory council approved
revisions to the draft ordinance, the business
leaders said the final version did not
reflect the agreements reached earlier
at the Tripartite Consultative Council

‘(TCC) meetings.

At a press conference at the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
office-in Dhaka vesterday, they said that the
amendments could affect both domestic and
foreign investment, as well as overall stability
in the industrial sector.

Explaining  their
President Mahmud

objections, BGMEA -
Hasan Khan said

the government has approved a broader
definition of labour, which was neither part
of the consultative council’s agreement nor
consistent with the existing labour law.
IKhan, reading from a written statement,

PDC ft

said the tripartite council agreed that at least
50 workers would be required to form a trade
union, but the final version reduced that
threshold to just 20. '

On the third point, the BGMEA president
said that the tripartite council also decided
companies could choose between a provident
fund and the government's Pragati Insurance
scheme for their workers. -

But the advisory council later approved a

provision allowing workers to opt for bnt!:

schemes, which Khan said would increase
costs, create administrative complications,
and lead to fund mismanagement.

He said the business community had
sought an appointment with the chief adviser
to express their opinions and observations
regarding the amendments, but had been
unable to meet him.

“For four months since taking office, we
have repeatedly requested appointments

| sueos

NESSes
wonker eriticised CA

fior ot MEetng
Industry lendars

before finalising
the urqalﬂ'm'rﬂ

with the honourable chief adviser to share
our concerns, but he has not given us any
time,” said Khan.

He added, "I say this with frustration ..
when vice president-level executives [rom
Starlink come, he gives them time, but to
a $40-billion export industry, he does not.
He must take responsibility for that. If he
does not give us time, how can 1 express our
concerns?”

Khan said that allowing just 20
workers to form a trade union would
weaken the structure of industrial
relations in Bangladesh compared
with other Asian neighbours, sending
a negative signal to foreign investors
.anddiscouraging future investment.

He said the most troubling aspect is that
several decisions agreed by all stakeholders
during the council and working committee
meetings were later changed by the
advisory council without consulting the key
stakeholders.

Meanwhile, the interim government has
ratified three ILO Conventions intended
to strengthen labour rights, safety; and
protection from violence and harassment at
work.
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ovt orders probe into irregi
in Tk 5.18b jute mill project

The Planning Commission
has ordered the authorities
concerned to take punitive
measures as it moves to
close a controversial jute
mill project plagued by
irregularities, unauthorised
spending and unapproved
land development, reports
UNB.

The project, now renamed
"'Jamuna Specialized Jute
and Textile Mill (1st
Revised)," seeks to wrap up
with an estimated cost of Tk
3.98 billion and revised
implementation period from
July 2018 to December 2025.
But the Commission flagged
unauthorised land
development, deviation
from the approved
Development Project
Proposal (DPP) and minimal
actual progress.

As part of the closure
process, it has placed three
strict conditions including
fixing responsibility for
unapproved expenditures
and ensuring no misuse of
public resources.

"The Commission's stance
sends a clear message -
deviations from approved
plans will no longer be
tolerated," a senior Planning
Commission official told
UNB requesting anonymity.
Launched in july 2018 with a
2020 completion target, the
project aimed to produce
export-quality jute-cotton
blended yarn, denim, and
garments - with the broader
goal of boosting foreign
earnings and supporting
sustainable development
goals.

Planning Adviser Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud
criticised the
implementation, noting that
"barely 2% of the approved
cost was used properly and
most of the expenditure
went into unauthorised land

i

acquisition not included in
the original plan."

"It was an innovative idea
with significant export
potential, but nothing
tangible has been achieved
over the years," he said.

He said the Implementation
Monitoring and Evaluation
Division (IMED) has been
tasked with investigating
theirregularities and
identifying those
responsible.

The Ministry of Textiles and
Jute sought approval to
rename the project as
"Jamuna Specialized jute
and Textile Mill(1st revised
for termination)" and close
it with an expenditure of Tk
39.82 crore, down from the
original approved cost of Tk
518.85 crore.

This marks a massive cost
reduction of Tk 479.02
crore, or 92,32 percent of
the original allocation, as
only land developmentand a
few ancillary works were
completed before the

project was halted.

The Objectives of the project
were, according to the
official document, to
increase additional export
earnings by producing and
selling yarn, cloth and
ready-made garments
(especially denim pants,
Jackets, shirts) etc. at
affordable prices using jute
and cotton blend.

It also aimed to produce
enviranment-friendly
blended yarn and cloth in
order to avail three-tier GSP
benefits for the garment
industry, produce various
household textiles and
goods using excess yarn
after denim production to
increase export earnings;
and directly and indirectly
create employment
opportunities and assist the
government in achieving the
8th Five Year Plan and
sustainable development
targets by produting and
exporting versatile products.
There is an opportunity to

.. October 11,2025

earn foreign exchange by
exporting versatile jute
products to the domestic
and foreign markets. In view
of this, the project under
discussion was taken up in a
meeting held by ECNEC in
July 2018 with the aim of
setting up a separate unit for
the production of versatile
jute products in the jute
mills under the centrol of
BIMC.

Following the closure of 25
jute mills under BJMC in
2020, the Ministry of
Textiles and Jute decided to
halt all project activities.

A revised proposal (RDPP)
was submitted in January
2023, seeking to close the
project by June 2026,
leaving many components
incomplete.

But the Planning
Commission, dissatisfied
with the irregularities,
shortened the timeline to
December 2025 and
demanded that the Ministry
act per government

development project
guidelines.

The iImplementation
Monitoring and Evaluation
Division (IMED) has been
tasked with investigating
the project’s
mismanagement.

A five-member inspection
team, following a PEC
meeting in May 2025,
verified that land
development was carried out
on 34 acres through soil
filling of 548,968.25 cubic
meters - but without prior
approval.

Following the Delegated
Procurement of the project,
the EIC of Bangladesh Army
was given to complete the
soil filling, construction and
procurement work.

As per the proposal of the
Ministry of Textiles and Jute,
work worth Tk 28.28 crore
has been done in the project
in question in addition to the
project resources approved
by the Land Development
Department.



E-LELUE

T s NN L,

*fearg, S 83, Joe

wefifFs afirss, «@Fe 0 afred

g g s foifec

firery afSres =

FEAEE  AFOFAT  EABIBB0T
oFFEE  (GeEEE  (TEEE)
faorel et vedy A fererEr
Efafmias %5 9En S3aE SEn |
“TH FAE 1 AS 9% CEe Aa94-
e ofmn fafem  afsems
Siawe FeaE AW (@A B |
Hfowms! i wqs bEE A Q@
FEhm efa effrea o o
w3 Fa @Eefaeny FEHE
frens fres Rena sl 9= )

ST SEE A A WA AN W

T T TR, T T (e
cu Frens e Fears FrdT SOtE (TS0 TS 20
o0 754 ¥TA TAE | RA wEH g W Ay,
cfmfas wome @ orm W SEEne

e

sfermse) Frafe | FrEdE T W TETR oA ORI

wrER T wyFE mEe A

0 ; ey Fren TS & AR AT B -2038

iy wifere ¢ SrmeEl ER, PR

TN (NI
CEIRIRRIGE

3w g wffEs frwrer wer DI A0 + el s g
forem) Fae P e GECRIE SRETTA W PR WS FhRd
AT » JH] 5 T &

O %7 TF WL WY A

%% - Brors il

GubEn, Prws, geiE, e wEEEsE,
Hfamae,

Feiforewy o FT 4TS RS T |

fredt erEriE gom T S |

mw-mwﬁmﬂmﬁ WP o SrareE T, i T o

TrE-Tes FTT ARE 1 (e T

offs wen &m <i5 yeR ferern Hafwm o
| = e = | e T (ASE S, (T
eofd TrwlE « 8w REfy *FRGERE
2EREr W maﬁbmmﬁgﬂ
& TARRT aEtem GeEme
;:mu QT Jov0-38 SdER &w 3N

TEE
st RN EEm SeEEE
offa el 8 WWE coo WA J | TR
@l ofShus frerea Sy €W 5%
TER) FOE G TABLeOST (A

of% Ieq opa aaTe TH | oE
FfR Prem s foem TrEmaEel &3t
wye o SO SR W
FRET B o @ ved wm A fm
DAETE YT wE FEw e WEE

T 5N e w T wTe TeEe (i)
fafen effbele ERGI0r ol

offs a8 +i1s TR foruiraT A BEREER @ ST M= A
| e Prw s vt v 1 YR

@ frgigme FrOoE =T | Wel WITE W

Toram e | ares ey Fee wrw o
i g sfEbae (Farkfeaw)
Ao Barw s sifewnaR (
TR TR ¢ e Frw e gl
(3l afebrre mem @ ofwm Sy
*HTADA A OF AN ([ VR, doxe
wiw fe, fofiv, wrgaw, s, Ief o,
wr1E5 e, Mo Tonf® e v e
T ST b T (A | Sode W @ BifEE
@S WeRd 3 @ sv WY ey =
TATE, (T WEE EaUil O% wwen ween
oTHIER ob WEled g WHaRE W b AT |
WWWWW&?W!‘H

e faRae TERPTTw (IR

FEHHE WM So-o¢ TSR TEHR e
SITATTH % TGAR WATS T FIACER S AL |
e e on 1% W | 97 wEeY
w1 o ol e wiyfee vgenfee wme
Y WHTHI 75 ATER WA |

T IR QU @ wF wIfE e wen
o | Frows ow efedrm o5t @Y wE,
T FATte (e HERTETE T agfE
SR A A | GEw TFe s
Sl (T uH 7 SbER e .
srere frmet of b W oEE |
ot i TR 0T wEl @ wfRe v
WY Wt WA Wi qeeet s e
@6 (UEME o o, s Wi
& aem, ‘o Tae efebnm wivwrs
e WONTM A Wy @ o e
€ SR A o sace | 5y ofedm
GibE Wb e | A AE A o
e ) Frew s Sl A weae el
AT WA F @ | SF B ST TR
fifen ofe Tafe | e wiiEw St ofifes
Tare Tfee |
afirs ae Wi yre T, SHTERTEE,
IPeeheme fafen oo Prmdio efies
forg wre Qe P e T e
%ﬁg:):wqrmﬁmmwmm
B R e e ofs 3w ok

firz ==t ww vl Ty W e
030-38 SRR 9 WER a8 G gf

feame |

Tigs w7 wH AR 9% Pred e, o
gz ferem o 03 wRE ER s @t
Al TR Nd Y4 DRTE oTa =T
@S 7% W b WS O | O WA WA
TEPT GO AT L7 BIR UM | OWEE e

s Fom vy smdlt =8 o e
o1 w4 AW 9 W IR W
reE e e wyfE w1 gg e
TR A efebeETe A1 et weEEE
e oy GIAE WH TATE TR 0T
AR T @ TF AR AW (A0
% | 8o-zo TEE =W P «new wemwEba
HyE TETES SEEE W Y ¢ WEW R
wyfe By oM uRie SRR IEmE
FPEeET S ¥, R s Frew @ e
5 wEeE T (8E 4 (0] AFe SN
AAqEE Fare MEE A"

T TR em fw wwew sfiw
Aq FACE M NN (WA TSN
THEEAE € Wy FREMrT wer M
et Fw fereraesd | AT ST @ ol
e (at) cefeem EfecEi

e Sy T TR I I,
TR %R WRIE-FAS e wfbefie
TETE |




| -\ ;;\
G

mixed
Staff Correspondent -

|
|
i

THE country’s readymade
garment exports to major
markets experienced either
narrow or moderate growth,
with some markets seeing a
decline during the July-Sep-
tember period, the first quar-
ter of the current financial
year 2025-28.

According to = country-
wise detailed export data
from the Export Promotion
Bureau, Bangladesh export-
ed RMG items worth $9.97
billion in the first three
months of FY26, which 4.79
per cent higher than that of
$9.51 hillion in the same pe-
riod of FY25.

Exporters said that Au-
gust, September and Octo-
ber were a lean season for
them, as there were fewer
orders and fewer UD inquir-
ies, resulting in less growth,
with even negative growth
in a single month of August.

Moreover, due to the re-
ciprocal tariff imposed by
the United States, orders
from the destination de-
clined, leading to increased
competition in Europe.

In the July-September
period of FY26, Bangladesh
exported RMG items worth
$4.75 billion to the Europe-

Continued from B1

$548 million, France $472
million, Italy $336 million
and Poland $380 million.
However, export earnings
from France wilnessed a de-

cline of over 2 per cent.
Regarding apparel ex-
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an Union countries, the larg-
est market for Bangladeshi
manufacturers, which was
3.64 per cent higher than
that of $4.58 billion of the
same period of FY25.

The export garnings from
the EU accounted for 47.60
per cent of the fotal earn-
ings, according to the EPB
data, compiled by the Bang-
ladesh Apparel Exchange. a
private initiative working to
promote the apparel and tex-
tile industry in Bangladesh.

However, export earnings
from major EU countries
like Germany and France

declined in the first quarter

16,61 per fac

of FY26, the EPB data stated.

Export earnings from the
United States witnessed a
robust growth of 8.6 per cent
to $2.01 billion, up from
$1.85 billion in the July-
September period of FY25,
defying the tariff fears.

The US, the largest sin-
gle-country destination for
Bangladeshi exporters, rep-
resented a 20.18 per cent
share of the total earnings.

Bangladesh bagged $1.22
billion from the UK in the
three months of FY26,
which was 6.74 per cent
higher than the $1.14 billion
parned in the same period of

orts to major
‘demonstrated a narrow posi-
tive growth of 0.77 per cent
to $1.65 billion in July-Sep-
tember of FY26, which was
$1.64 billion in the same pe-
riod of FY25.

ke:’['he non-traditional mar-
cent of Bangladesh's total

amounting to $66 million
and $71 million respective-
ly, in the July-September pe-
riod of FY26.
Mohammad
president
ladesh Knitwear Manu-

Hatem,

of the Bang-

turers and Exporters

ports, countries like the US,
Canada, the UK and the EU
are considered traditional
markets, while other coun-
tries are deemed non-tradi-
tional ones.
Japan, Australia, Russia,
India, China, South Kores,
“the United Arab Emirates,
Malaysia, Brazil and Mexico
are major non-traditional ex-
port destinations.
earnings from the
non-traditional market also

RMG exports.

Among these markets, Ja-
pan led with imports worth
$335 million from Bangla-
desh, followed by India at
$217 million, Australia $209
million and South Korea

$111 million.

However, exports to Aus-
tralia experienced a decline
of over 8 per cent.

RMG exports to Tur
key and Mexico also wit-
nessed significant earnings,

Association, said that RMG
exports declined in many
destinations as a number

of factories got fewer orders
than usual.
Moreover, Bangladeshi

exporters are encountering
US tariffs, increasing com-
petition in the EU and other
markets and some domestic
challenges, he said.
We fear that this slow-
down may persist over the
next two to three months.

However, we expect exparts

JEE '

—

FY25. ;

From Canada, the RMG
sector earned $336.70 mil-
lion in the reporting period
of FY286, 13.63 per cent more
than the $296.32 million
earned in the corresponding
period of FY25.

In July-September, earn-
ings from Germany wit-
nessed a negative growth of
3.17 per cent to $1.12 bil-
lion, which was $1.16 bil-
lion in the first quarter of
FY25, the EPB data showed.

Export earnings from
Spain stood at $1 billion,
those from the Netherlands

to recover once inﬂtlemaﬁufwl
rs adjust to the new tar-
?f}lreglmg:' Hatem added.
Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers aqd
Exporters Association, said
that Bangladesh's current
growth in exports signifi-
cantly depended on the EU
and the US.

The growth on’ the non-
rraditional market under-
scores the importance of
further research and focusin
this category, as it possesses
substantial growth potential,
which will also help balance
reliance on traditional mar-
kets, he added.

Exporters also said that
August, September, and Oc-
tober were lean periods for
RMG items, and the exports
might wilness & rebountd
starting in November and
December.

In FY25, the RMG sector
earned $39.35 billion from
its global destinations.
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LABOUR EXPORT - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

However, jobs dropped
33% from Aug, which sector
insiders say is normal in
foreign employment

Overseas employment of Bangladeshis
surged 48% year-on-year in September,
driven largely by demand in Saudi Arabia,
and a recent landmark recruitment agree-
ment with the Gulf nation could push num-
bers even higher, offering relief to a strained
labour market, sector insiders say.

Bangladesh sent around 95,694 workers
abroad in September. Though the figure is
nearly double that of the same month last
year, it is 33% lower than August, when
142,665 workers went abroad — the highest-
ever single-month overseas employment, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Manpower, Employ-
ment and Training (BMET).

Labour industry insiders said that, while
lower than August, the September figure re-
flects the typical flow of foreign employment.

Like previous months, Saudi Arabia re-
cruited the highest — 59,500 workers in Sep-
tember.

Although reliance on a single destination
raises concerns, : stakehn]ders are hupeful

that Bangladeshi workers’ rights in Saudi
Arabia will be protected following Monday’s
(6 October) landmark agreement. The Bang-
ladesh Embassy in Riyadh said in a state-
ment that the pact will also boost skilled
migration.

For the first time in 50 years of diplomatic
ties, Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia have
signed a formal agreement on recruiting gen-
eral workers. While Saudi Arabia began hir-
ing Bangladeshi workers informally in 1976,
no formal agreement existed until now. Pre-

viously, two agreements were signed: one
on domestic workers in 2015 and another on
skills verification in 2022.

Over the past five years, Saudi Arabia ac-
counted for nearly 57% of the approximately
45 lakh (4.5 million) Bangladeshi workers

sent abroad, according to BMET data.
| However, this substantial outflow is predom-
inantly concentrated in low-skilled jobs, with
over 80% of workers employed in such roles.
_ Even a significant portion of workers did
not get their promised jobs or are suffering

~ from irregular payment and Igama [reslden-
cy permit) issues.

Golam Moshi, former Bangladesh envoy
to Saudi Arabia, told TBS, “Saudi Arabia is
now focusing on hiring skilled workers, as
many low-skilled jobs are increasingly being
done by locals. For this reason, the country
is signing agreements with various nations
to recruit more skilled labour.”

Noting that many Bangladeshis who have
recently gone to Saudi Arabia remain unem-
ployed, he said, “Many of those who went on

so-called free visas have no jobs, and some
don’t receive regular wages. During my ten-
ure, we used to verify whether each job of-
fer was genuine before a worker departed —
that's the embassy’s responsibility.”

Asked whether the new agreement would
ensure labour rights, he said, “Every agree-
ment contains good commitments, but en-
forcing them requires active responsibility
from our embassy.”

Unofficial estimates suggest more than
3.2 million Bangladeshis currently work in
Saudi Arabia, making it the largest single
destination for Bangladeshi labour overseas.

“Still, we are sending most workers to
Saudi Arabia as cleaners, construction work-
ers, housemaids, with salaries not more than
Tk3o0,000. But if we could send more skilled
workers as per the agreement, it will have
a positive impact on remittance from KSA, r
Shamim Ahmed Chowdhury Noman, former
secretary-general of the Bangladesh Asso-
ciation of International Recruiting Agencies
(Baira), told TBS.

“Our large pordon of workers are getting
a minimum salary between 600 to 800 Saudi
Riyals. We have been negotiating to increase
it to over 1,000 Riyals per month for a long
time. We hope that the agreement will re-
solve the issues of minimum salary, Igama,
regular payment, and other protections for
our workers," he added.

Saudi Arabia recently introduced a man-
datory skilled verification certificate (SVP—
alsoknown as Tagamul) | SEEPAGEA4COL4A

for low-skilled workers, creating fresh
hurdles for future overseas employ-
ment. However, it has been relaxed for
some categories temporarily as per the
demand of the Bangladesh side.

Recruitment in other

destinations ranges from

1,000 to 10,000 workers

Excluding Saudi Arabia, recruitment
in traditional markets remains limited.
In September, Qatar, Singapore, the
Maldives, Kuwait, the UAE, Cambodia,

(2P

- ]crdan Italy, and[mqwereamongme

" creased in September compared to the

Sept sees 48% YoY j ]ump
In overseas jobs; Saudi
deal promises further uptic

top 10 destinations - but recruitment
numbers per country ranged only be-
tween 1,000 and 10,000.

Labour migration to traditional mar-
kets like Malaysia, Oman, and Bahrain
remains mostly suspended.

Bangladesh could send 60,000-
70,000 workers per month on average
in the pre-Covid period, which has in-
creased to nearly one lakh per month in
recent years.

Meanwhile, the inflow of remittanc-
es through formal banking channels in-

previous two months, with Bangladesh
receiving a total of $2.68 hillion, accord-
ing to data released by the Bangladesh
Bank. The September figure marks the
highest monthly remittance so farin the
current fiscal year (FY2025-26). Earlier,
Bangladesh received $2.47 billion in
Julyand $2.42 billion in August.

Remittance inflow also showed
year-on-year growth, up from $2.40
billion in September 2024. The highest
remittance inflow of 2025 was recorded
in March, reaching $3.29 billion.




THREE hundred and nine

Bangladeshi nation-
als, who had been staying
irregularly in Tripoli and
surrounding areas of Libya,
were repatriated to Bang-
ladesh on Friday through a
coordinated effort of the gov-

ernment of Bangladesh and:

the International Organiza-
tion for Migration.

The repatriation was ar-
ranged jointly by the em-
bassy of Bangladesh in Lib-
ya, the ministry of foreign
affairs, and the ministry
of expatriates’ welfare and
overseas employment, in
close cooperation with the
government of Libya and the
10M, said a press release.

The returned arrived at
Hazrat Shahjalal Interna-
tional Airport in Dhaka at
around 10:30am on a char-
tered flight operated by Fly
Oya l.ntemaunnal

Bangladeshi nationals, who had been staying irregularly in Tripoli and surrounding areas of Libya,

arrive at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka on Friday.

According  to  official
sources, most of the repat-
riated individuals had been
deceived by human traffick-
ers who lured them to Libya
with false promises of reach-
ing Europe via irregular sea
routes.

A P

Many of them were
repoertedly  subjected to

kidnapping and physical
abuse during their stay in

Libya.
Officials from the minis-
Lryof foreign affairs, the min-
of expatriates’ welfare

— Focus Bangla photo

and overseas employment,
and the IOM welcomed the
returned upon arrival at the
airport.

On behalf of the foreign
ministry, the repatriated
citizens were encouraged fo

share their experiences onb-
g | s

SHEE R0 |

licly to raise awareness and
help prevent others from
falling victim to similar traf-
ficking schemes.

Each returnee received
food packages and basic
medical assistance provided
by the IOM.

The ministry of foreign
affairs, in collaboration with
the Bangladesh embassy in
Libya,-the ministry of expa-
triates’ welfare and overseas
employment, and the IOM,
continues to work closely
to ensure the safe return of
Bangladeshi citizens still
detained in various Libyan
detention centres.

Officials reiterated the
government's commitment
to protecting the rights and
welfare of Bangladeshi ex-
patriates and maintaining
strong cooperation with in-
ternational partners to com-
bat human trafficking and
ensure the safe, dignified,
and voluntary return of mi-
grants in distress,
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o can take the

wheel from RMG and steer
Bangl{lﬂ- sh’s future

Hasibul Islam Rafi
Development Practitioner

From the mighty vessels of the Pala
Empire to modern shipyards along
the Karnaphuli, Bangladesh’s
shipbuilding story spans centuries.
Today, that legacy could drive

the nation’s next economic
transformation

the readymade garments (RMG) industry. Nearly
80% of the country’s export earnings come from
this sector, which employs millions of people.

However, with the rapid growth of automation, the
demand for human labour in this industry may decline
sharply in the near future, For a labour-dependent econ-
omy like Bangladesh, identifying alternative industries
has become crucial. In this context, the shipbuilding in-
dustry could open a powerful new avenue of opportunity.

Shipbuilding in Bangladesh has a long history dating
back thousands of years.

The massive Bengal sea-going ships of the Pala Em-
pire (8th-12th centuries) were an important component
of trade and cultural contact with Southeast Asia, China,
and Sri Lanka. Chinese traveller I-Tsing and Arab travel-
ler Ibn Battuta both noted the performance of Bengal's
ships and wrote highly of the shipbuilding in Chatto-
gram. Bengali ships of that era were constructed from
wood and rope, yet were strong enough to endure long
ocean voyages.

During the Mughal era, Bengal's naval technology
and maritime trade remained robust. Many ships were

built along the coasts of Chattogram and Sandwip fnr
the Mughal navy. Later, under British colonial rule, Chat-
togram and Narayanganj became major centres for both
naval weapon production and commercial shipbuilding.

The East India Company built ships in these regions
for use across the Indian Ocean. Historical records even
suggest that some of the ships used in the famous Bat-
tle of Trafalgar in 1805 were built in Bengal. Over time, a
skilled network of craftsmen and shipbuilders developed
along the coast — a legacy that endures to this day.

The shipbuilding industry of Bangladesh slowed
down after independence. However, it made a historic
breakthrough in 2008, when Ananda Shipyard construct-
ed and exported the MV Stella Maris to Germany — the

first Bangladeshi ocean-going ship exported to Europe,

The main driving force of Bangladesh's economy is

The shipbuilding industry is
not only critical for exports but
also for enhancing domestic
transportation. As a riverine

country, Bangladesh relies
heavily on its waterways. Locally

produced ferries, passenger

ships and cargo vessels would
save foreign currency and create

employment opportunities.

Since then, over 40 vessels have been exported, in-
cluding the MV Saronic Wave, MV Emsriver, MV Har-
mony, MV Cape Sable, MV Orca, MV Mashhour, and MV
Al Farugq to destinations across Europe, the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia. Western Marine Shipyard alone is ex-
pected to export eight new vessels by 2023,

Today, several major shipyards are operating in
Bangladesh, including Western Marine Shipyard (Chat-
togram), Khulna Shipyard, Karnaphuli Ship Builders,
Delta Shipyard, MV Dockyard, and Pragati Industries.

These facilities are capable of building cargo ships,
tankers, tugboats, fishing vessels, and even naval patrol
ships. Among them, Western Marine has already earned
ISO certification for international-quality ship produc-
tion.

The global shipbuilding industry is estimated to be
worth around $400 billion. Small and medium-sized ves-
sels are in particularly high demand, especially in devel-
oping and coastal nations.

Bangladesh enjoys a competitive advantage in this
segment due to its low labour and production costs, and
the availability of skilled craftsmen. As a result, a grow-
ing number of countries in Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa have expressed interest in importing Bangladeshi-
built ships.

Bangladeshi-made ships have already reached at
least 14 countries, including Germany, Denmark, Nor-
way, India, Kenya, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia,
and Pakistan. Some vessels are also being built for the
Bangladesh Navy and Coast Guard.

Nevertheless, there are a number of challenges that
must be addressed to maximise the potential of this sector.

First, it lacks sufficient qualified design and marine
engineers, as well as innovative technology.

Second, many shipyards still adhere to traditional
methods and lack modern machinery or computer-based
design systems. g

Third, the sector must meet international standards -
for environmental and labour practices, as global buyers
are increasingly prioritising products from environmen-
tally sustainable and socially responsible companies.

To overcome these challenges, the government, pri-
vate sector, and academic institutions must work to-
gether. If the government recognises shipbuilding as a
“special economic sector” and provides tax incentives,
soft loans, support for technology imports, and export
subsidies, investment interest will rise, 1 e ~-




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

At the same time, universities
should introduce specialised
training and research in marine
engineering, ship design, and
automation systems.

Several countries have al-
ready identified shipbuilding as
a strategic industry and are de-
veloping it accordingly, includ-
ing South Korea, China, and Ja-
pan. South Korea, currently the
largest shipbuilder in the world,
began making systematic invest-
ments in the 19705 and within a
few decades overtook Japan and
Europe. With proper planning,
Bangladesh could follow a simi-
lar path.

The shipbuilding industry
is not only critical for exports
but also for enhancing domes-
tic transportation. As a river-
ine country, Bangladesh relies
heavily on its waterways. Local-
ly produced ferries, passenger
ships, and cargo vessels would
save foreign currency and create
employment opportunities.
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Moreover, this sector can stim-
ulate many related industries,
such as steel, electronics, rubber,
paint, safety equipment, and soft-
ware. Studies show that building
a medium-sized ship requires
components and services from
around 100 supporting sectors.

Some private shipyards in
Bangladesh are already using
modern dry docks, cargo loading
systems, and GPS technology to
construct ships that meet inter-
national standards. However,
to strengthen its position in the
global supply chain, Bangla-
desh must focus on greater par-
ticipation in international expos,
branding, and digital marketing.

For young entrepreneurs and
engineers, startup incubators,
venture funds, and business sup-
port centres could be established
to promote innovation in ship-
building. Additionally, introduc-
ing innovative financial instru-
ments such as “shipping bonds”
could attract investment from
Bangladeshi expatriates.
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Local manufacturers are scrambhng
for raw materials after a massive
fire destroyed imported production
inputs at the cargo complex of Dhaka
airport on Saturday.

of them, apparel and
pharmaceutical producers face the
heaviest burden.

Without the imported raw
materials and intermediary goods,
apparel-makers risk missing export
deadlines ahead of Christmas in
Western markets, one of the busiest
seasons for Bangladeshi fashion
exporters.

Many may have to depend on faster,
but more expensive air shipments,
offer discounts to compensate for
delayed deliveries, and see their profit
margins shrink.

In these cases, the financial losses
will be more than the value of the
destroyed items.

Similarly, burned pharmaceutical
raw materials will force drugmakers
to import them again, requiring
lengthy approvals and new bank
financing. ~ Meanwhile,  interest
accrued during delayed production
of life-saving medicines will add 1o
COstS.

“Overall, the affected factories will
have to delay production for at least
two months because of the loss of raw
materials and intermediary goods
at the airport,” said Inamul Haq
Khan, senior vice president of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMFA}

Tapan Chowdhury, managing
director of Square Pharmaceuticals
Lid, a leading domestic and export
drugmaker, said raw materials and
machinery worth at least Tk B crore
were destroyed in the Dhaka airport
fire.

He said it will take seven to eight
months more to manufacture the
drugs by importing the same raw
materials again.

The cargo complex at Hazrat
Shahjalal International  Airport

e
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ESTIMATED LOSSES
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Airportfire may delay
RMG, pharma production
by at least two months

‘Manufacturers estimate losses could far exceed
the value of destroyed raw materials
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in shipment
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— " Samad, who is a BGMEA director,

(HSIA] o[l'urs refrigerated  and
temperature-controlled storage,
which- drugmakers rely on for
sensitive ingredients.

SM. Noor Hossain, executive
director(marketing and commercial)
at Labaid Pharmaceuticals
Lid, said his company’s active
pharmaceutical ingredients, worth
Tk 1.5 crore, were imported from
India and had been waiting at the
cargo complex for one week when
those were destroyed.

“Now, we will have to import the
same materials again. The financial
losses are very high as we will need to
borrow from banks at high interest
rates, The market value of the finished
products would have been Tk 10 crore
if they had been manufactured,” he
said.

Mizanur Rahman, managing
director of Fabrica Knit Composite
Lid, said he lost accessories and
trims worth more than $2.5 lakh,
or around Tk 3 crore, in the airport
fire. “These goods will need to be
reproduced, which will take at least
four weeks to import. We may have to
use air shipments or get work orders
cancelled,” he said.

Faisal Samad, managing director
of Surma Garments Lid, said his
garment accessories worth $60,000,
or Tk 73 lakh, were also lost.

led a meeting with senior customs
officials at the airport yesterday.
They directed all BGMEA members
to collect imported goods on the
same day or within 48 hours due
to current space constraints at the
cargo complex.

Of the imported goods lost in the
fire, 59 percent were from China,
94 percent from Hong Kong, 5.4
percent from India, 2 percent from
South Korea, and the rest from other
countries,

BGMEA Senior Vice-President
Inamul Hag Khan said 901 garment
companies had so far reported losses
through the trade body's portal,
with preliminary estimates reaching
nearly $10 million, or Tk 122 crore.

He said both the number of
affected factories and the total losses
are likely to rise as more companies
register their damage.

Khan himself lost goods worth
536,000, or nearly Tk 44 lakh.

He said although the value of the
destroyed raw materials is relatively

low, the wider implications are

too high as international clothing
retailers and brands are now

- concerned about timely deliveries. -

He said exports and imports have
resumed at the airport following swift
government intervention.

Md Zakir Hossain, secretary

general of the Bangladesh Association
of Pharmaceutical Industries, said
32 pharmaceutical companies have
reported losses of around Tk 200
___crore. Total losses of the sector are
likely to rise once assessments are
complete.
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Migrant workers
to get job contract
before departure

QIR

AN, CTieami ure TE e

Says Saudi minister afiri (o (Ml o e
s af TWhwmg 1w gz afmme
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT (U ase =42 Sren-Besdi

e R o S s o T (T T ST T T
Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia have signed a new sgama sfqarag oz Tewd sz
labour agreement requiring every migrant worker ‘Frdve’ sweimvg @ wime w= ’m@
to receive a documented job offer and contract war sz 7T, @F TraE weE = |
before departure through authorised digital swarm =2 fes 2o T s

channels. Ter Fre
s Ak ) 14 LE-L A ] ¢
Saudi Minister for Human Resources and Social 52 fegzi wa5 lir:T?ﬂz:a Iﬁ?; %‘ﬂg ﬁ{j;

Development Ahmad Bin Solaiman Al-Rajhi made ¢syrg frfzrm T (ofaTm SR
the announcement . ... .. o, TSTYIETE | Fafem w@ om oo wrs, :aﬁ

4 (S (TR S TS
ek & ol wofa g afv e wave
GA T T |

} s

in a statement issued |
by his ministry on
Tuesday. .
Al-Rajhi and
Bangladesh's
Expatriates’ Welfare
Adviser Prof Asif
Nazrul signed the
agreement on October 6 in Saudi Arabia, marking
the first such deal between the two countries.

Earlier, the two nations signed an agreement
in 2015 concerning domestic worker recruitment W
and another in 2022 on skill verification. Qb"\'ﬂt%ﬁ? o3¢

Currently, about 25 lakh Bangladeshis work in
Saudi Arabia. However, there have been numerous
reports of labour abuses, including excessive
recruitment COSts,

joblessness, underpayment,

and deportation.

“The agreement clearly

prohibits any recruitment et . &
agency or  employer o B St 2

E ChaI”gjl'lg W'kﬂ's e i AW AN B 3 i
unauthorised  fees or Wﬁmﬁm
deducting costs from their &l
salaries — a critical safeguard
that protects workers and
ensures accountability on

guarantees that every
worker's salary will be paid
directly intoabank account
in their name, reinforcing
our commitment [0 wage
protection and hnancia!
transparency,” the Saudi
minister said.

To ensure accountability
and progress, a joint
technical committee
will meet. regularly to
monitor implementation,
review challenges, and

recommend improvements,
according to the statement.

both sides,” Al-Rajhi said.

He said domestic workers ﬁ "M‘ﬁfﬂﬁ W‘IW
would also benefit from W SEens ﬁﬂmm
defined roles, fair terms, and SR T 1 s ] e 1
job readiness preparation & 97 . WE v tmmm1
before leaving home. ATy T T il =2 Soo (G B

“The agreement also mmﬁm&mmnﬁaqﬁm
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850 factories spotted as ‘hlghly
rlsky, yet safety drive stalled
for two years'

FACTORY SAFETY DRIVE TUMBLES

STATE OF FACTORIES

» 10,000 factories inspected in two

phases (2022 & 2023)

» 848 identified as 'extremely risky”

» 1397 identified as 'risky"
3 Total vulnerable factories: 2,245

» Only 57 found fully safe
(scoring 100%)

WORKPLACE SAFETY - BANGLADESH

REYAD HOSSAIN

Bida, tasked with
coordination effort

in 2021, now seeks

to relinquish the
responsibility

The government identified some 850

factories as being at “extreme risk”
of fire, electrical, and structural ac-

B,

cidents long ago, but a nationwide
monitoring and safety initiative has
stalled for the past two years due o
a lack of coordination and institu-
tional willingness.

The risky factories were flagged
following a large-scale inspection
of over 10,000 factories across two
phases in 2022 and 2023. The inspec-
tions were initiated after a devastat-
ing fire at the Hashem Foods factory
in Narayanganj in 2021 claimed the
lives of more than 50 workers.

The Bangladesh Investment De-
velopment Authority (Bida), which

SAFETY STATUS

CORE PROBLEMS

» Monitoring and corrective

actions stalled for two years

IDENTIFIED

» Lack of coordination

» Plans to inspect 2,900 more
factories not carried out

among agencies

from the programme

S E/SUNS CITED

initially took the lead in coordinat-
ing the ambitious programme, is
now seeking to relinquish the re-
sponsibility, citing a lack of core
mandate and necessary manpower.

Stalled initiative

The identification of 848 “highly
risky” factories and 1,397 “risky”
factories — totalling 2,245 vulnerable
units — came after comprehensive,
integrated inspections led by Bida.
These inspections involved seven
government agencies, including the
Department of lnspechon fo: Fac-

» Bida now wants to withdraw

* Lack of core mandate
* Manpower shortage

850 factories spotted as ‘highly risky,’

3 No follow-up on safety

improvements

¥ Institutional reluctance
to take responsibility

® Corruption and
weak oversight

tories and Establishments, the Fire
Service and Civil Defence, and the
Department of Explosives.

Factories were categorised into
four groups: extremely risky, risky,
less risky, and safe. Only 57 facto-
ries were deemed fully safe, scoring
100% on the inspection checklist.

However, the subsequent work to
make these factories safe — issuing
corrective action plans and monitor-
ing compliance - has slowed to a
near halt.

A senior official from the labour
ministry, iy [

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

speaking on condition of anonymity,
told The Business Standard that the
identified factories primarily include
local and non-export-oriented gar-
ment factories, as well as other local
industrial establishments.

“The Department of Inspection for
Factories and Establishments and the
Fire Service have done some work on
issuing corrective action plans and
monitoring, but other agencies have
done little,” the official said. “Overall,
there has been little progress in secur-
ing the factories, and the programme
has been stagnant for two years.”

Furthermore, plans fo inspect an
additional 2,900 factories that were tar-
geted two years ago have not yet been
carried out, leading concemed stake-
holders to wamn that the number of
“highly risky’ factories could rise further,

Lack of accountability blamed

__ The issue has regained urgency fol-

lowing a spate of major fire accidents

Labour rights activists argue that
such safety drives always follow ma-
jor disasters but eventually lose mo-
mentum. They blame the recurring
Failure on a lack of coordination and
a mentality among government agen-
cies to shirk responsibility.

Babul Akhter, general secretary of
IndustriAll Bangladesh Council, the
country’s largest labour lobby plat-
form, placed the largest share of the
blame on the government,

“The biggest responsibility for
these factories remaining unsafe lies
with the government,” he stated. “The
monitoring agencies are plagued by
corruption and a lack of transparency
and accountability. This is why these
factories receive licenses and fail to
make progress in remediation even
after being flagged as risky.”

Bida wants to relinquish
responsibility

Bida was tasked with the coordina-
tion effort in 2021 under the direction

Qb

However, the agency has now pub-
licly confirmed its withdrawal from
the coordinating role.

Chowdhury Ashik Mahmud Bin
Harun, executive chairman of Bida,
stated at a recent event: “This was
primarily the job of the Department of
Inspection for Factories and Establish-
ments. We have now ceased this work.
This is not our responsibility, and Bida
lacks the necessary manpower to run
this programme. Since this is outside

my core focus, I have already made it | i

clear - Bida will not do this work.”

Omar Md Imrul Mohsin, inspector
general of the Department of Inspec-
tion for Factories and Establishments,
confirmed the situation, saying, “We
have heard that Bida does not want to
remain in the leadership role. There
might be a plan for the Ministry of La-
bour to take over the oversight,”

Ali Ahmed Khan, former director
general of the Fire Service and Civil
Defence, stressed that a lack of coor-
Airqtion and insufficient capacity and

F0rity among the relevant agencies

the root causes preventing the fac-
es from being made safe.
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6 die after consumin

- — v -

TUESDAY,

—

OCTOBER 14, 2025,

"

g toxic

liquor in Chuadanga

Oanrwondﬂl-Kmhﬁa

SIX people died and another
fell ill between
Thursday night and Sunday
after they had reportedly
consumed toxic liquor in

i area of Chuadan-
ga sadar upazila.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Kheder Ali, 40, a
resident of Nafarkanti vil-
lage, Mohammad Selim, 40,
a fish trader from Khejura

alias Ripu, 30, a van driver
Mohammad Shahid, 45, a
worker from Shankarch-
andra village, Mohammad
Samir, 55, a mill worker
from Dingedah village, and
Sardar Mobhammad Laltu,
52, also a wage labourer
from Dingedah village.
Another man, Alim Ud-
din, a daily wage labourer
from the same area, who fell
critically ill, is undergoing

dar Hospital.

Chuadanga additional
superintendent of police
(crime and operations)
Jamal Al Naser said that
some men reportedly con-
sumed alcohol together in
Dingedah Bazar area on
Thursday night.

‘One by one, six of them
died. The matter came to
light when the last victim
passed away at hospital on
Sunday,’ he said.

the homes of the deceased
and an investigation was un- -
der way in this connection,
he added.

Meanwhile, local resi-
dents alleged that illegal
liquor, often referred to as
‘spirit’, was being sold open-
ly in Dingedah market for
long amid lax monitoring by
authorities.

Local people demanded
urgent administrative action
to stop illegal alcohol sale in

e
mn
| Staff Correspondent -
Chattogram

ONE of the three work-
ers who were injured in an
air-conditioner compressor
explosion on the rooftop of
Chattogram Medical College
Hospital on Monday morn-
ing died in the afternoon.
The worker, Mohammad

1o his iyjuries while he was
undergoing treatment at the
CMCH, a doctor said.
Shawkat was an oul-
sourced employee of the
Public Works Department.
The two other workers, Md

village, Mohammad Laltu

building,

A

b

Wgroclfg;laieéftwo injufed'
CMCH AC blast

Mishkat and Md Tanvir, were
also outsourced employees of
the same department.

Professor Dr Harunur
Rashid, head of the CMCH's
intensive care unit, said that
the three critically injured
workers were admitted to the
ICU at the hospital following
the blast.

Shawkat died at about

Shawkaf, 28, urcumbed 2:45pm, he said, adding that the

condition of the other two in-
The explosion occurred at

about 11:00am on the rooftop

of the seven-floor hospital

said police.

CMCH npolice outpost in-

treatment at Chuadanga Sa-

‘=

The police were visiting the area.

charge sub-inspector Alaud-
din Talukder said that the
accident occurred while the
three were repairing an AC
unit of the gynaecology ward.

Shawkat and Mishkat
were admitted to the hospi-
tal's burn and plastic surgery
unit, while Tanvir suffered
critical imjuries after falling
from ‘the rooftop following
the blast. Tanvir is now un-
dergoing treatment at the
hospital's intensive care unit,
Alauddin said.

No patients or other hos-
pital staff members were
injured in the incident, the
police official added.
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 18, 2025

Staff Correspondent -
Chattogram

AUTHORITIES of the Pacific
Group have announced the
closure of eight of its factories
in the Chattogram Export Pro-
cessing Zone for an indefinite
period following a wave of
worker protests and clashes
over the past several days.
The decision was made
on October 16 night and will

4 waorkers

shut the factories indefinitely.

More than 35,000 warkers
are emplayed across the eight
factories of the Pacific group.

The closed factories are
Pacific Jeans Ltd, Pacific Jeans
Ltd (Unit-2), Pacific Attires
Ltd, Pacific Accessories, Pacif-
ic Workwears Ltd, Universal
Jeans Ltd, NHT Fashions Ltd
and Jeans 2000 Lid.

According to the notices,
a section of workers began
an ‘illegal work stoppage’ on
October 14, defying repeated
instructions to return to work,

The management said
in ‘unruly
behaviour’ on October 15 and
16, including internal clashes,
acts of vandalism and assaults
on officials.

The notices stated that
such activities constituted an
unlawful strike’ under. the

EPZ Tabour Act
2019, making it ‘impossible to
continue factory operations.’

WMW___

%mﬁwmmm@ﬂrﬁmwwmmﬁfﬁWW(m

8 CEPZ factories shut
amid worker unrest

Asa resu]t the authonhea
decided to suspend opera-
tions indefinitely, the notices
said,

Earlier, on October 9, Pa-
cific Group warkers staged a
protest alleging harassment
by the police. Later,-on Octo-
ber 14, a fresh round of dem-
onstrations began.

On Octoher 16, workers
protested in front of several
Pacific Group factories in dif-
ferent sectors of the EPZ. Dur-
ing the protests, production
came to a halt, and there were
also allegations of attacks on
officials of several factories.

In February, workers
of Pacific Casuals Limited
held strike over a 22-point
demand, leading to clashes
and a temporary closure of
two unils.

Operations resumed later
after the workers signed un-
dertakings to return to work.
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025,

. The Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad forms a human chain with several demands, including the exemplary punishments
for those responsible for death of 16 workers of a garment factory at Mirpur, in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka on

_S_aturday.

SKOP
demands
punishment
for death

of garment
workers in
Mirpur fire
Staff Correspondent
LEADERS of Sramik Kar-

machari Oikya Parishad on
Saturday at a human chain

formed in Dhaka city de-.

manded exemplary punish-
ments for those responsible
for death. of 16 workers of a
garment factory in Mirpur.

SKOF, a coalition of 14 la-
bour right bodies, formed a
human chain in front of the
National Press Club led by
joint convener Abdul Kader
Hawlader.

Abdul Kader Hawlader
called on interim govern-
ment to find out the people

. who are responsible go the
death of 16 garment workers
in a fire in a garment factory
in Mirpur on Tuesday and to
ensure exemplary punish-
ments after trials.

Labour leader Mahbubul

of the garment factory and
warehouse with explosive
materials were responsible
for the death of the workers
asﬁle)r did notensumsafet?
measures ﬂf ﬂm estﬂbhsh'

Ancther labour leader
Razequzzaman Ratan called
on the interim government
to take steps for ensuring
safety of the workers in their
workplaces.

Labour leaders - Saifuz-
zaman Badsha, Mohammad

e — New Age photo -
Shah Alam, Azizun Nahar,
Ahsan Habib Bulbul and
others spoke at the human
chain rally.

The rally was followed by
a protest procession that pa-
raded several city roads,
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025,

Staff Correspondent -
Chattogram

WORKERS of the Pacific
Jeans Group staged demon-
strations in the Chattogram
Export Processing Zone on
Saturday, dammﬂma the
reopening of eight factories
of the group that had been
| declared closed indefinitely
by the authorities.

Workers from wvarious
units of group gathered in
front of their respective fac-
tory gates at about 9:00am
and began protests. Later,
they dispersed following
discussions with officials of
the police and the CEPZ au-
CEPZ executive director

Abdus Sobhan said that sev-
eral factories of Pacific Jeans
Group were declared closed,
but many workers were una-
ware of the decision. They
came in the morning to join
work and demanded that
the factories be reopened.
After discussions with the

Industrial Police and CEPZ by

authorities, they left the area.
CEPZ police station of-
ficer-in-charge Mohammad
Jamir Hossain Zia said that
about 700 to 800 warkers
had gathered near the closed
factories in the morning,
They assembled and dem-
onstrated for some time, and
later left after talks with the
police and administration.
On Thursday evening,

: _TW:I

FRIDAY, OCT 0BER11.2025

Workers stage demo

for reopening of 8
CEPZ factories

the Pacific Jeans Group au-
thorities announced an in-
definite shutdown of eight
factories in the CEPZ fol-

lowing worker protests and

clashes earlier in the week.
The closure, effective from
Saturday, ~was declared
through eight notices signed
managing director Syed
Mgchammed Tanvir.
The closed factories are
Pacific Jeans Ltd, Pacific

Jeans Ltd (Unit-2), Pacific At-

tires Ltd, Pacific Accessories,
Pacific Workwears Ltd, Uni-
versal Jeans Ltd, NHT Fash-
ions Ltd, and Jeans 2000 Ltd.

More than 35,000 work-

ers are employed across the

eight factories of the Pacific
Jeans Group.

“Punishment
death of garment
workers
demanded

Staff Correspondent

GARMENT labour leaders
and professionals on Thurs-
day at a protest rally in
Dhaka called on the interim
government to arrest those
responsible for the death of
16 garment labourers in a
fire at Mirpur on Tuesday.
Garment Sramik Samhati

- organized the rally in front of

the National Museum where
?aidthattheuwnemofchﬁn-

death of the workers.
Central leader of Ga-
nosamhati Andolan Firoz

. Ahmed said that the govern-

ment should take adequate
measures to stop death of
the workers in the garment
factories.

General secretary of the
organization Miznur Rahim
Chowdhury demanded ad-
equate compensations for
the family members of the
deceased garment factory
workers,
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The families of the Bangladeshi workers, missing in Russia, form a human chain, demanding the return of the migrants presumably
_recruned by Russ._ian army, in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka.

29T TILEA] » TG, 20 SBRF 0@,

SRESSSRIPISE® | cofvesonvwimmoe — e
FONE (P MM NTH oy AT s
; ok ST Srifea wifd
* p - e S e FaE A1k Fif
s e e ' e s
a8 = | Bkt qLetE, R R
;3 Rl wm) @eFE  wire FEo wifrare, A9 efegEe GISE 4A1ea B ffiss e
AREEEE FECe ServeE oy dfierE R N0 9 @95 ;ST iR oo caraet amsiE A
(amer ufee fsrr aiFa oo el o weard e faeg W = w2S rfen 9 e | T
Frets TTCT TAY TETE | TSSE Ay T AteT Ay wa e ) TuaE A A Tfeaa G
TR A TSI <A GO ETR R WA P WS T PSR Y SR
q AT FEA | W (P Fe fermr =g widte (g weaTw SR &% (2 AL SOTTT-203¢
4t o eI R T Befye affrs,  ToeEE  ClEREE @ =firas eGP’ N s o
Y e wEorE TR @ Tk W RefuE e T wE e Wﬁﬁmn m@m%‘%;anw:
@ RN we e dfiem R wae wRem w@ge Frew “\"W‘fgﬁ“;:s e
TR TR (AR | ARSI TGS (eI (SR R WS srewEe MR e SHAN A YHad!
Ty fas A Tesn AR = | MAeEA ¢ faUwe W) seem Wi‘”*j‘g’f‘im@mg
ofiet TEE, WS ¢ CUOYs  Oel-Pies TEEeE wiE ene e e it S

— Md Saurav

el wreem | fof fafas o a3
HLAA | WTATAIE T (7 TR
A e (R, TG A
wesfee 3o weme geig Wi,
AT ey F ASE @ = whifen
o151l A ST, s % wfie
TR (IS IO i @Y |
OF IS FEE qfaoial SanE @
NI T SRS (7S T
Tfess SHATHR T2 #eend si+le
W=« AT Araae wiem s =)
Fiers aferws, o




HICHITT S -4g5

m\‘e_,l. i!z’»fﬁmai wﬂtim;ow

mmmmmwﬁﬁwﬁm@mmﬁm&mmw b ”
awwmeﬁm—ﬁﬁﬂwaﬁ@ﬂmﬁwﬂﬁvﬁﬁﬁﬁmmwmwmmmmﬁw mﬁhm :

SBaT FER 35T Alfen i m““"“"“"“'m TR 1 3 W 03¢
q1° / :

wfieme e
siferg Qe
TR Tl

Ivhrlilm

shas T AT am’s!m ﬁﬁ%m
(a=f55) 2om 71 revg wiRts Rrste
e € fifes swe Afeahd a9
+255 (B%)| STTH IYAF IS 55AMN
R WA ST @ T A TR
S| SR orE =Tl ffes o eha
T 9FER Fre QTS IR fAferd q
7R | = i = R e S e
FRETE (25 MR WA WAeR IR
(RTE R

=EE §E ThEW IWEE @ESaEad
R ofSbee 2T @A (TETR (I
(58] e 509 Al A1 | SR wiEms FtE,

, 030 CIMGHIE WAOPEE (W, Aeeerz SEE, 7
aﬁwma;mufmfnmﬁﬁﬁ Hmmmmgjm o SfTEE @R RNy
AT R (ReTE ARSI B ©  TER OUBR NG WA AW (o ofobW AR

wamE TSR AWE W sfmE oo AER  ATH AT 68 PN @R
AT Sty @ (S T e @IEa WRTS G (B WiroR sl ReeTS A

(BEEE) reEm o TerE o9 g

FEE 7 STeTTEm H e WEE pEAl

faeii FYET T A O JEEE

o7 @ @ Eren, Remares Ao - ;

I AR T WG WA | :
o TS AEA, SRS FE e

FE w81 aff S 7| G8 IwEE

@Il T R TT6 A (e WA

mmﬁmm;%W1m

5 ArEEe FEE Mo0E (fF FEE T

T WEF R W TR T

wmm fefr .

Ny

—




00 SIBRA Y03
TSNS T FIFLR
71 GARe Wik

rd -
B =ISIm (IreeRIEa) semmrer
SERIEE Wty A wREE
T Wie frers ffem o e
TETE | WieAw g PR A4 wled
e () S seom gyae
FEEIE FI1E SR (175 9% farmsre s
T | FAA A ST 7 G
(RET 91 2= Hresis (9 e e e
I TEEE THE TN SRR Tl
. mﬁqﬁﬁ;gamﬁ%mw| ;
CB0Ren o ofihs, i e RS T T (W TR CTSR TR RR T <oy rerofors. Srmng, mafny i
e fofGe fAfibe g B wfiear Reste wa1 RUwe  RUsre 3 o e A0 mois g e ¢ ®ows
AT FRIDE SNFEPTas W (ST 51T FEIME FES A SEADAE WE T a5 mmﬁmﬁm%w’
T qUEE (I | O R T, T IS O 5RTS SR BT (5 e e ufie w5 s 4
T <91 &, 7 ¢ SWHRT 2ol X (T s AfRvi  Terwmd v aEE SRy T A 2 | b
(AICT TR HiER Sty e FA A FaE! (&%) =i A A, -
wEifee «ifp, ofidefe o « Wy wfefe T w427 RS g wnE
Tesmm e ey Rjwim  (soiiiRm) same o fefis  Tyfie zm =feom W
TG Efe Za =R AR eI A A Rty ftelfens @ A wvE afere
iR wEa R Ime e A GitleE S8 [T (e w0 (T KT
CRICH] I =1 S T2 aiiies ©iFl | Zaie bl IR SAETT Wl GBS FETA
TG SpbedE €7 v0(3) T4 A creum St Afiw e @fefiw st crrea I

[ == ey e Y . .
moaRma AN T o m¥Biy 5he =

_ FEE | 3 WBRT 205¢ | ;
. \ e . = . “
8 £ 4

@RI WIRkT®
N [eFe

e AR W FEYA
O FIE oEe- ERke gE
ciaTa WS SoFE §eE

e | = ¢ +fF a T
T, 99 3 wEe. Whe
e s W w@ 3@
marae  wikre adfaafens
w2 wHEEa)
s FEeEE | [
@FE TiepE Bl -
=Y @4 HEvE s|

sElerEa A TowE Wl aisd R on e aftew ~eEeae oS e T ‘mﬂl i
i sEYyEE AR

Rss =A@ 4itedl
GG S G-I
AP SAEY IEA1 A
ofeel  ASE®  EAS
et TR T
o3| &R (e [feg 99
TGS OF Wed 4EAm
L WY SaE S9m 9F @
oR\9 . P afierm A
— y BIGEATGA B | @& e SB
W FAGE AT T

—— .




ql(’ﬂm S YNTG

1 ————— —
2 U « (AT, 9 I 03¢,

—_—
[ == === §
e

mErT adms anRy wis

EE®

TR | 39 UCBRE 03¢

i

f<oia mifkee TR | SOTE! AR A
o e s e TRUSPIG TG WA

Sh TERT TEHAE G I
TEHZ TaE T

AT |

TOENE (@RI (e S35 GTE (EHETER
FT G TFREAE W %4 |

Sy TIEEE AEAEE 9%l AE (A
il Fruicona gere waTwe Sae e T | 6F
wE weEEy Ry e B aifes
fTeizan fim =fts faew wwems
HEASTEA faors e
difaditera wfsmmedvm w fofe

el a0 AN CSICATIG W

TG BT T AT

THEEE HEHEE IHE RE
afEe ofaara Aewfs weEw amEE
T, SRS SR TR o8 e E e
HfeEmem wBaR faviam #ifEvs s oo
== | 79 9 R was @ wm
wfersE 9B 1T weEd [AeEe
ATy @I i T R I A

fzer AfEme ARy FEmE Qe

Hegas SrEESiE 2ETel s (T Taee fvm wifecs

MEAEE ["eta YEREEeE &= :
g wfews WeTAe @ e W

@A 3P v 2 o TR | et AR (Gr) oS
Y favr o= afudis wee ofam TemE pem womEm 56
S aeE oAb SR e

& TN SN AfEPMETE M FEUAE  AHeA oo

iirete W aferes wmm @ BE IEE @oq-ow wfce Fue
ife Ffsrea armenf w5 s SR 8 RUNS WAt 9
% T I (RS W T Wi T R TS, e @
“AfeTRE IS T | AE Gl IRAAH B

WfEen #fEan o e A A G901 SR SfARSeEe awme
IS AW, CSWTER ANe A

oy = Rewis

. 'E;':\ .

sraifers eferam =fita

NHETHA | TG GO (RFZIEE AN | B/ : SIAES st ey

3% |

——




IWE e

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS Friday « October 10, 2025

Cases against 48,000 Wlthdrawn

as govt upholds la

FEREPORT

Cases against 48,000
workers have been
withdrawn, which were
previously filed by factory
owners, said Labour and
Er~loyment Adviser Brig

G 2etd)Dr M Sakhawat
Hussain on Thursday.
Speaking ataforumon
labour rights, he highlighted
the government's efforts to
reform labour laws and
implement stricter measures
to improve workers'
conditions in Bangladesh,
The government has also
recognised three major
demands related to workers'
health, protection from
harassment, and safety, he
said.

The Centre for Governancs
Studies (CGS) organised the
discussion on 'Democratic
Reconstruction of Labour
Rights' at the CIRDAP (Centre
on Integrated Rural
Development for Asia and the
Pa-ific) Auditorium in Dhaka.
C  ‘resident Zillur Rahman
moderated the event.

The adviser said employers
could no longer blacklist
workers arbitrarily. If
someone needs to be
blacklisted, the employer
must report it to the labour
ministry in advance, he
added.

However, it will take time for
factories and industries to
meet the required standards
for workers' condition, he

Labour and Employment Adviser Brig Gen (Retd) Dr M Sakhawat Hussain speaksata
discussion on labour rights at the CIRDAP Auditorium in Dhaka on Thursday. Syed
Nasim Manzur, President of the Leathergoods and Footwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Assocl ation of Bangladesh, was also present. — FE Photo

said, adding: "Our biggest
challenge is determining how
to bring informal sector
workers under the policy
framework."

He also said the government
has taken action against
many unscrupulous
employers, confiscated their
passports, and seized their
property-a move that 'no,
previous government could
have taken, as ministersin
the past were often factory
owners',

Syed Nasim Manzur,
President of the
Leathergoods and Footwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association of Bangladesh,
said there have been
remarkable improvements in
sectors thatare highly
monitored, but small and

medium enterprises, which
are not under such scrutiny,
continue to lag behind.

He pointed out that medium-
sized factories contribute the
most, but they receive
limited support from banks.
To address inflation, the
government has increased
interest rates but thisis nota
complete solution as to run
business with 13 per cent
interest ratesis difficult, he
said.

Emphasising the need fora
shiftin mindset, he said that
there is no need to create new
laws, "We simply need to
enforce the existing ones.”
At present, Bangladesh has
2.6 million unemployed
people, many of whom are
graduates, while factories
struggle to find educated

:RE

workers, as many are
employed elsewhere for even
lower wages, he opined.

Dr. Fahmida Khatun,
Executive Director of the
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), noted that
Bangladesh's economy s
deeply connected to the
global economy. To remain
competitive, the country
miust adhere ta international
standards, enhance its export
competitiveness, and ensure
labour rights are protected.
"The progress we make is
quickly outpaced by other
countries. In terms of global
competition, there are
challenges such as rising US
tariffs and domestic
limitations'in raw materials
and services," she noted,
Bangladesh Institute of

Labour Studies’ Syed Sultan
Uddin Ahmed stressed the
need for establishing
democratic systemin
institutional way sothat -
workers can exercise their
rights, including trade union
and collective bargaining.
He called for national
minimum wage standards,
job security and social
recognition for workers.
Participants at the forum
alsa raised the need for

* creating a workers

database, formalising
workers from the informal
sector, and ensuring their
inclusion in the purview of
labour laws. They further
called for easier trade unior
registration and better
functionality for unions.
Executive Director of Awaj
Foundation Nazma Akter,
General Secretary of
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Shramik Front (BSD)
Razekuzzaman Ratan,
President of Bangladesh
Jatiotabadi Shramik Dal
Anwar Hossain, General

‘Secretary of Bangladesh

Sramik Kalyan Federation
Advocate Atiqur Rahman,
Vice President at
Bangladesh Garment
Workers Trade Union Centr:
(GWTUC) Joly Talukder,
Chief Coordinator of
Natienal Citizen's Party
Workers' Wing Mazharul
Islam Fakir, among others,
also spake.
munni__fe@yahoo.cor
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