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422 workers killed

i workplace
accidents in 6
months: report

Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST 422 warkers lost
their lives in 373 workplace
accidents in the country be-
tween January and June this
year, according to a report
revealed by the Safety and
Rights Socisty on Monday,
Of the total fatalities, 267
were resulting from road
crashes while the highest
number, 207, of workers
* died from the transport sec-
tor, according to the report.
The report says that dur-
ing the same period in 2024,
475 workers were killed in

420 waorkplace accidents, -

according to a press release
issued by the organisation.

According to the organi-
sation, it has considered
from going to the workplace
to coming home within the
purview of warkplace.

The organisation ob-
servas thal serious disregard
for labour laws and safety
protocols significantly in-
creases the risk of fatal inci-
dents, stressing that ensur-
ing safety at workplaces is a
shared responsibility of the
employers, the government
and the workers themselves.

Safety and Rights Society,
a non-governmental organi-
sation working on improv-
ing workplace safety, health
and labour rights, prepared
the report based on reports
| published in 26 national and
local newspapers.

According to the report,
the causes of worker deaths
during the six-month pe-
riod were diverse, with the
majority—267 fatalities—

resulting from road acci-
dents followed by 56 from
lightning strikes, 40 from
electrocution, 23 from falls
from height, 12 due to fire or
! explosions, nine by falling

. planning

heavy objects on the victims,
eight by wall or earth col-
lapse, five from drowning,
and one each from loxic gas
inhalation and other causes.

Sector-wise, the

high
est number, 207, of workers P&

died from the transport sec- s

tor, followed by 65 from the
service sector, 59 each from
the agriculture and the con-
struction, and 32 from the

manufacturing and indus-
trial sectors.

part systems, incompetent
drivers, lack of risk aware-
ness and safety ini

among workers, inadequate
use of protective
equipment, excessive work-

_ load, insufficient rest, natu-

ral disasters, anda lack of
emergency and post-accident
primary medical services.

The organisation’s execu-
tive director Sekender Ali
Mina said that workplace
accidents continued and the
death toll kept rising despite
technological advancements
and evolving industrial
practices.

Sector-specific long-term
' for workplace
gtandards and proper imple-
mentation are essential, he
said.

‘This calls for effective
coordination between work-
ers and employers and sig-
nificant strengthening of
the inspection system,' he
stressed.

Without this (ripartite
cooperation, workplace ac-
cident prevention would not
be:passible, he added.
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Reforms, diversification could
supercharge RMG exports

RHE EXPOR'I'

AHB“'IBN

FE REPORT

Bangladesh's readymade garment
(RMG) sector could be on the cusp of a
transformative leap, with the
potential to earn up to US$94 billion
in annual export earnings by 2029, if
the country expands into non-
traditional markets:and embraces
manmade fibre (MMF) production.
This ambitious amount is expected to
be achieved at an average annual
growth rate of 15 per cent, which
would require coordinated reforms
across trade, industry, and finance,
according to a new diagnostic report
jointly released by the World Bank,
IFC, and MIGA.

Beyond export earnings, the report
outlines how strategic reforms and
sectoral investments could create
over 664,000 new-formal jobs inthe
domestic paint and textiledye . . -

High-pruﬁie diagnostic report
sets Bangladesh's export
earnings potential at $94b

by 2029

i

15% average annual growth
driven by MMF adoption &
non-traditional market
expansion

© Labour law updates (for EU access)
© Water efficiency certification

© Level duty on solar tech
i ©End PET export incentives

The biggest issues in investment today are
policy inconsistency, regulatory overreach,
and systemic corruption

Syed Nasim Manzur, LEMEAB

industry, and formalise hundreds of
thousands more through the -
digitalisation of financial services,
Additionally, unlocking housing
sector potential could draw US52.0
billion in private investment into
construction and allied industries,
providing another major boost to
employment and economic resilience,
according to findings presented at a
high-profile event on Tuesday.

The adoption of reforms in digital
financial services (DFS) could create
up to 460,000 new jobs, including
the formalisation of around 360,000
informal positions, the report said.
The analysis was shared at a
dissemination event for the 'Country
Private Sector Diagnostic (CPSD) for
Bangladesh' report, jointly conducted
by the World Bank, the International

Finance Corporation (JFC),and the

Multilateral Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA).

The event was held at a hotel in
Dhaka, with stakeholders from the
government and private sector in
attendance,

Suhail Kassim, Senior Operations
Officer at the World Bank, delivered
the sectoral insights virtually.

IFC Country Manager Martin
Holtmann, World Bank's new Country
Director for Bangladesh and Bhutan
Jean Pesme, senior private sector
specialist Hosna Ferdous Sumi, and
IFC operations officer Miah Rahmat
Ali and operations analyst Noor
Ahmed Naveed, among others, spoke
at the event.

The CPSD identified four key sectors
with high growth potential where
targeted private investment could

stimulate significant economic

development are greening the RMG
sector, housing for middle-income
groups, domestic production of paint
and textile dyes, and expansion of
digital financial services (DFS).

The report also included an overview
of the country's business climate,
foreign direct investment (FDI)
trends, cross-cutting challenges, and
institutional bottlenecks that
continue to hinder private sector
development.

Electricity shortages topped the list
of business obstacles, followed by
limited access to finance, corruption,
informality, and high tax rates.

Syed Nasim Manzur, President of the
Leathergoods and Faotwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association of Bangladesh (LFMEAB),
said the most pressing concerns for
investors today are policy
inconsistency, regulatory overreach,
and systemic corruption,

Speaking on the challenges facing the
RMG sector, Mr Kassim noted high
import duties on non-cotton raw
materials such as MMF, a lack of
regulation on fabric waste and
groundwater use, and low levels of
investment in modern technologies.
These, he said, are key constraints to
achieving greener and more
sustainable production.

He also stressed the need for l[abour
law reforms to ensure continued
access to the EUmarket following
Bangladesh's graduation from Least
Developed Country (LDC) status, in
line with upcoming European green
product standards such as the
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products
Regulation.

To remove market distortions, the
report recommended ending the cash
incentives for exports of PET
(polyethylene terephthalate) bottles
and flakes, aligning duties on solar

. -
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 The By Star .
Three arrested over

worker’s murder

G T ;qm THERTS F-ANTA . .

o e | 9 i LI BOH AT K b f ;

w9 w3 a0 1 2 OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur
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?qﬂgﬁ:wﬁ{wﬁ: 6T 'Ih'ileepeoﬂehzvesnfarbemarmmdiﬂcmnecum
€%, M- B FI6 WA= IS | with the murder of a garment factory worker in Konabari,

g 2fefm oo (@@ oo =GR A9 Gazipur city,

Al :r‘ms Ty ofefm e 2 e The arrestees are Hasan Mahmud Mithun, 28; Shafiqul

16 (FfE Fv e e FAe S Islam, 30; and Belal Hossain, 43.

&% Wre Hwe =erd K €9 9% @ They are all staffers at Greenland Garments Lid, the

W oo (A3 ogo B #2 % #3w | [actory where Hridoy, 19, a mechanic, was beaten to death

! fome W wws ee | ffees on Saturday, said police.

Bl-AIe w19 e wfge o (el Of them, Belal was arrested yesterday, Shafiqul on

TFF, SEFfEeTE $15 sed w0 =® Monday and Mithun on Sunday, said Md Salah Uddin,

ST WO (R TR | T A% ¥ (A officer-in-charge of Konabari Police Station,

=g B i oA, 922 G $s v “Mithun is 2 security guard, and Shafiqul's name

N ST (T =TETE | appeared on the duty roster at the time of the incident. We

FuANE EvEe WeW dNed Aigwg believe they may possess crucial information regarding

Few el I, *ens 0 5™ the murder,”

o | wIAE bifis W (rewl gme | Belal wasseen tying the victim’s hands in CCTV footage

| g oiw wwf  wfaewa) Of theincident,” said Helal Miah, a sub-inspector at Konabari
AR TF FEANG TAEEANE TH €T Of the trio, court sent Mithun and Shafiqul to jail, and
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Three arrested over worker’s

FROM PAGE 4
The incident came to light
alter a video of the (orture
went viral on social media.
Following the incident,
hundreds of enraged
workers slaged protests,
blocking a highway lor
several hours on Saturdav.

The factory has
since been shut down
indefinitely.

The vicim’s eclder

brother, Md Liton Miah,

36, filed the murder case
with  Konabari Police
Station on  Saturday
night, accusing several
unidentified people.
According to the case
statement, when Hridoy
did not return home after
work, his brother and
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that Hridoy had been killed
on suspicion of theft.
Yesterday aflerncon, the
Bangladesh Garments and
Sweater Workers' Trade
Union Centre formed a
human chain in front
of the Gazipur deputy
commissioner’s office
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mother went to the factory at  1:00pm, demanding
on Saturday afternoon, immediate  trial and
There, they saw the exemplary  punishment
workers protesting outside for those involved in the
the factory and Iear_ned killing.
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domestic worker abuse

4 killed in 6
months

Prattayee Chakma
THE abuse and harassment

of child domestic workers
prolong in the country in

- the absence of strict imple-

mentation of the existing
legal framework for protect-
ing children and domestic
workers, observe righls ac-
tivists and experts.

At least seven domestic
workers, four among them
girl children below 18 years
of age, were killed in the first
six months of the current
year, according to monthly
data published by women
rights body Bangladesh Ma-
hila Parishad.

A 13-vear-old girl, work-
ingat a house in Dhanmondi
in Dhaka city, died as she al-
legedly hanged herself from
the ceiling at her employer's
house in June.

Dhanmondi police offic-
er-in-charge Kya Swee Nue
told New Age that an un-
natural death case was filed.

Bul victim’s father Habib

Mia said that he could not
believe that his daughter
commilted suicide.

1 had talked to her four
days before the owner of the
house called me, saying that
she was sick and asked me to
urgently come to Dhaka,’ he
said,

Habib alleged that the
employer did not give him
enough details about her
condition and informed him
only after her death.

0OC Kya Swee Nue said,
‘Her autopsy has been done
and legal action will be taken
accordingly once we receive
the report.’

The ‘Domestic Workers
Walfare Policy 2015’ must see
its implementation, stated
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
president Fauzia Moslem as
she talked to New Age, say-
ing that child domestic work-
ers were engaged in a highly
vulnerable situation, often
experiencing torture. Many
girl workers are raped and
even killed in the hands of
their employers.

Seldom the victims and
their families saw justice to
be delivered to the crimes

perpetrated  against them,
said Fauzia.

“The abuse against chil-
dren, including child domes-
tic workers, goes on because
there is no proper planning
to ensure rights, including
health and education of all
children,’ she said.

Also the 2013 Children
Act serigusly lacks rigorous
implementation, she stales
and says that this lacking
encourages perpetralors o
go on with their abuse of
domestic workers and even
more so, if they are children,

In October 2024, a
13-year-old domestic worker
named Kalpana was severely
tortured by her employers at
a house in the capital’s Bas-
hundhara residential area.

The police raided the
house and rescued Kalpana
on October 19, She was ad-
mitted to hospital with four
teeth pulled out and her
whole body covered in burns
and bruises,

Her employer named Di-
nat Jahan Ador, 21, was ar-
rested on charges of torturing
domestic worker.

Kalpana, fifth among five

sisters and one brother, now
goes to a school in Sujan
village in Lakhai upazila of
Habiganj.

"Thank god, [ could go out
of that hell,’ she told New Age
past week. Reluctant to recall
her harrowing experience
of torture, she said that just
to think about those things
brought her too much pair.

Last year, the death of
15-year-ald Preeti Utang, a
member of the Urang com-
munity, one of many pom-
munities working in the (ea
pardens in greater Sylhet,
sparked widespread public
outrage.

Coming to Dhaka city
from Moulvibazar's Ka-
malganj upazila to work as
a domestic worker, Preeti
plunged to death after she
reportedly fell from her em-
ployers' eighth floor flat on
Shahjahan Road in Moham-
madpur on February 6.

Preeti was engaged alt the
residence of Syed Ashfaqul
Haque, then executive editor
of The Daily Star, terminated
after the incident, and it was
revealed that shortly before
her, another girl house help

was seriously injured afler
falling from the same resi-
dence.

“The number of house
helps was increasing each
day, Abul Hossain, Domestic
Workers' Rights Network co-
ordinator, told New Age.

‘Fernale domestic workers
account for approximately 95
per cent of those engaged in
the job. Of them, 40 per cent
workers are below 18, he said.

There was no institutional
framework al place to safe-
guard these children, he said,
calling on the government
to take special measures o
protect child domestic work-
ers as they were among those
maost vulnerable.

Mahila Parishad’s yearly
report for 2024 reveals that
14 domestic workers, includ-
ing nine girls, were killed,
while one reportedly com-
mitted suicide.

At least 25 domestic work-
ers, including 18 aged below
18 years, were killed in 2023,
while another four report-
edly committed suicide.

Human rights activist
Faruq Faisel stated that the
protection of underage do-

|
|

mestic workers must be giv-\
en utmost importance.

“Their mental well-being
is constantly at risk. They
receive (reatment far differ-
ent than what is given to the
children of the house. Work-
ing children are constantly
weighed down by their dis-

criminatory treatment,’ he
said. )
Legal experts also observe

that domestic workers are
deprived of fair opportuni-
ties and facililies as the 2015 |
Domestic Workers Welfare
Policy remains hardly imple-
mented.

The policy, among iis .

Bl bal)

stipulations, entitles workers
to 16 weeks of paid maternity
leave and prohibits employ-
ers from punishing them ei-
ther physically or mentally.

“The policy needs imme- |
diate implementation,” Farug
Faisel iterates. . |

‘Many child workers face |
violence and some even got|
killed and they don't get jus- |
tice. In some cases, perpetra-
tors offer money to divert the
incidents. Only a strict law
can ensurs justice for the vic-
tims,” he states.
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Alraq e (A0 o Bangladesh's large industrial

sector largely defied a downtrend
elsewhere by postingan
annualized 4.15-percent growth
in April, although the largest-

: .expurt-eamlngnpparel industry
wﬁ & aﬁt@%u Nwﬁ ﬁ&iﬁ ﬁﬁl"lf |was little downbeat, according to

official statistics.
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== =t Large industries defy
downturn with modest
| ~growth, RMG dips

products, plastic and rubber
goods, and chemicals ~=
registered a decline, partially
weighing on the overall
momentum in the economy.

The apparel sector, which holds
the largest weight of 61 per cent in
the index, contracted by 0.25 per
cent during the month. Though
the decline was less than 1.0 per
cent, its sheer size makes ita
pivotal driver of overall
manufacturing performance.

# Any fluctuation in RMG
significantly impacts the overall
index," says Dr M. Masrur Reaz,
Chairman and CEO of Policy
Exchange Bangladesh. "That said,
the positive performance of other
cectors helped offset the RMG
contraction in April."

Among the sectors that registered

?! : fi P Hi , four key sectors == i owth n year,
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cent, chemical products fell 1.59
per cent, plastic and rubber
products dropped 0.65 per cent
and machinery and equipment
shrank nearly 9.0 per cent.

On the upside, textiles, which
carry the second-highest weight
in the index, expanded by 5.34 per
cent. Other high-performing
sectors included computer,
electrenic and optical products: up
5.68 per cent, paper and paper
products: up 14 per cent, printing:
up 12 per cent, pharmaceuticals:
up 12 per cent, electrical
equipment: up 16.46 per cent,
basic metals: up 10.23 per cent,
furniture: up 6.1 per cent, tobacco
products: up 7.27 per cent.
Large-scale manufacturing
contributes over 11 percent to
Bangladesh's gross domestic
product (GDP) andis a key
indicator of the country's
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Textile mills push for
withdrawal of AIT on
cotton imports

FE REPORT
Leaders of the country's primary textile mills

demanded immediate withdrawal of recently

imposed 2.0 per cent advanced income tax
(AIT) on cotton imports to avert factory
closures.

They also urged the interim government to
maintain the 15 per cent corporate tax until
2028 and exempt the specific tax of Tk 5 per
kg at the production stage on cotton yarn,
synthetic and other types of fibers,
Bangladesh Textile Mills Association (BTMA)
leaders placed the demands at an emergency
press conference held at Gulshan Club in the
city on Saturday.

BTMA President Showkat Aziz Russell, who
has both textile and fabric mills, said the
additional costs will force him to import yarn
from India instead of sourcing from his own
mill.

" "Textile industry is at risk and no mills can
survive under such a policy," he said, urging
the government to immediately reconsider
and reverse the tax and VAT decisions.

""if not, the consequences will be
irreparable," he warned, posing questionas
to whether the government is taking such
policy to protect the interest of neighbouring
country.

The new tax, coupled with additional VAT
burdens, wage hikes and reduced export
incentives, comes at a time when mills are
passing through a critical time amid a severe
gas and electricity crisis, BTMA vice president
Saleudh Zaman said.

"If the government does not reverse this
decision by Monday (July 07), it will backfire
and cotton would remain stuck at
Chattogram port," he warned.

The tax, applicable on the import of raw
materials such as cotton and man-made
fibres, is technically adjustable, he said,
adding that in reality, there is no incident of
getting back the money once it enters the
government's account.

Factory will be closed down due to liquidity
crisis, he'said, alleging that such measures
have taken to cripple the spinning mills.
Echoing the same concern, BTMA director
Abdullah Al Mamun said, "Neighbouring
countries are offering their industries
incentives while Bangladesh is putting
pressure on its industries."

He said about 90 per cent of mill owners are
looking to sell their factories in the present
scenario.

Hossain Mehmood, chairman of Bangladesh
Terry Towel and Linen Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BTTLMEA), said 90
percent of their members use local yarn and
that the impacts of AIT and the rise in
corporate tax would be severe.

He expressed doubts about whether cotton
imports could be increased under the new US
tariff regimes while the 2.0 percent AIT
remains in place.

Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA) vice
president Amal Podder and Bangladesh
Cotton Association adviser Mohammad A:,ruh
also spoke.

i munni- fe@yahoo.com
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‘Labour unrests

SUNDAY.06.07. 2025

disrupt CEPZ

operations as financial crisis
hlts factorles

"'PZ LABBUR UNREST

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

MIZANUR RAHMAN YOUSUF

Chattogram Export Processing Zone
(CEPZ), one of the country’s oldest
and most stable industrial hubs, is
facing escalating labour unrest as
financial crises have gripped several
factories, disrupting production and
tamishing the zone's reputation.

On 26 June, nearly 700 workers
of Thianis Apparels Ltd staged a
daylong protest, demanding their
overdue wages for May 2025, The
demonstration began with a sit-in
inside the factory and later extend—

FDIlnwlngh]sal’resl the Bangladesh
Financial Intelligence Unit froze all
the bank accounts of Mazumder and
his wife.

As a result, MNC Apparels
has been unable to disburse ex-
port payments or import raw ma-
terials, leading to a severe cash
crunch.

“They're trying to survive by
taking subcontract orders, but de-
layed payments from those jobs
are causing repeated wage delays,”
said CEPZ Executive Director Abdus
Sobhan.

Kamal Hosen, managing direc-
tor of MNC Apparels, said, since
the arrest of the chairman, many
factories were forced to shut down
as export-import and financial
transactions came to a halt due to
account freeze.

*One factory in the CEPZ has been
laid-off. We are trying to save the
other one. But it may not be possible
if the government does not cooper-
ate”, Kamal added.

mCmnd'I?

--—- Grisis grips MNC Apparels

up following fuunders

; l.eadershlp mum in ZIHS

following owner’s arrest and

accounts freeze :

ed to blocking the main gate of the
EPZ, halting vehicular movement
— including trucks carrying export-
import goods — until 8pm.

The blockade disrupted sched-
uled shipments to Inland Contain-
er Depots, putting timely exports
at risk.

Just three days prior, on 23 June,
around 1,700 workers of Modiste
(CEPZ) Limited, a unit of JMS Group,
continued a sit-in for the fourth
straight day over similar wage is-
sues. Initially confined within fac-
tory premises, the protest later inten-
sified as workers attempted to block
the CEPZ gate.

"~ Leadership vacuum in JMS
Group

JMS Group, once a thriving industri-
al conglomerate led by its founder
Mahmud Ali, now faces a leadership
crisis. After Ali’s death during the Cov-
id-1g pandemic, his 26-year-old son
Mostafa Mahmud assumed control of

the company with limited experience,
The company, which operates

JMS Garments and Modiste (CEPZ)

Limited with over 3,000 workers
combined, was further destabilised
when Exim Bank failed to open let-

ters of credit for four months. This
led to the loss of key buyers and
large orders, pushing the group into
a financial spiral.

“Internal power struggles among
factions in the management are
worsening the situation,” said Ab-
dullah Al Mahmud, Superintendent
of Chattogram Industrial Police. “The
young managing director is unable to
manage the company, resulting in fre-
quent unrest, almost twice a month.”

Mustafa Mahmud, the managing
director of JMS Group, could not be

According to Industrial Police
data, CEPZ has experienced at least
10 incidents of labour unrest in
the past two months, with over 40
such incidents recorded in the last
u months since August 2024. Once
known for its labour compliance
and stability, CEPZ is now witness-
ing unrest at an unprecedented level
following the political shift triggered
by last year's mass uprising.

Officials from the Bangladesh Ex-
port Processing Zones Authority (Be-
pza) and Industrial Police attribute
the recurring unrest to severe finan-
cial, political, and leadership crises
in at least five factories: MNC Ap-

contacted for a comment on this |

issue, as he did not answer phone
calls from The Business Standard.

Thianis Apparels faces legal and
financial troubles

Thianis Apparels, a medium-sized
garment factory employing around
700 workers, has created its own fi-
nancial woes. In 2017, the company
challenged Bepza's utility and service
charges through a High Court writ and
stopped paying its dues. By June 2025,
Thianis owed $2.6 million to Bepza
and another $5 million to Customs.

In March, the court ordered the
company to pay $55000 month-
ly until the writ is resolved. “They
failed to comply,” said Abdus Sob-
han. “We have since suspended
their licenses and permits as there is
no visible sign of recovery.”

The factory has also struggled to
secure steady work orders, resulting
in recurring wage delays and worker
unrest

Anisur Rahman, managing di-
rector of the company could not be

R

parels Limited, Modiste (CEPZ) Lim-
ited, JMS Garments Limited, Thianis
Apparels Limited, and Bond Shoe
(BD) Limited.

Political crisis grips MNC
Apparels -
MNC Apparels, a concern of NASA
Group, is reportedly suffering from
political fallout. lts owner, Nazrul
Islam Mazumder - a key Awami
League ally and former chairman
of Exim Bank and Bangladesh Asso-
ciation of Banks — was arrested on 2
October 2024 in connection with the
killing of a youth in Jatrabari during
the uprising. =

contacted for clarification as he did

not answer phone calls from The
Business Standard.

Impact on CEPZ's reputation
Bepza officials admit that these re-
peated incidents are disrupting the
CEPZ's operations and damaging its
long-standing reputation as a hub
for compliant and stable industri-
al practices. “The unrest is not just
hurting production but also creat-
ing dissatisfaction among foreign
investors and local operators,” said
Sobhan,

As the labour unrest continues to
escalate, stakeholders wamn that ur-
gent financial restructuring, leader-
ship reform, and political resolution
are needed to restore normalcy in
CEPZ and protect its future as a ma-
jor export hub.

Established in 1983, the 453-acre
specialised export processing zone
located in the South Halishahar area
in Chattogram has so1 industrial
plots where 165 local and foreign
factories operate.

'—_
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250 RMG umts
LEE D-certified
now

Staif Correspondent

TWO new Bangladeshi read-
ymade garment factory units
have achieved United States
Green Building Council's
(USGBC) Leadership in Ener-
gy and Environmental Design
(Leed) certificales, boasting'a
total of 250 Leed-certified fac-
tories in the country.

Of the 250 green factories,
105 are platinum-rated, 131
gold-rated, 10 silver-rated
{and four certified factories,
‘according to the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
‘Exporters Association.

In_ " July, Gazipur-

'based Evitex Apparels Lim- -

ited obtained a gold cer-
tificate under LEED O+4+M:
Existing Building v4.1 rating
system with a score of 75.

Moreover, Aswad Com-
posite Mills Ltd - Unit 2, a
factory unit based in Ashulia
of Dhaka, achieved also gold
cerlificate with a score of 64
under LEED BD+C: New
Consltruction v4 rating sys-
tem.

So far, 68 of tHe world’s
top 100 LEED factories, in-

cluding nine of the top 10

and 18 of the top 20, are in
Bangladesh.

‘q@ieﬁsgﬁa This success is expected to

attract new investment and
partnerships,  reinforcing
Bangladesh’s position as a
sustainable manufactm-lng
hub.

According to industry in-
siders, a total of 550 factories
of Bangladesh are awaiting
the USGBC's LEED certifica-
tion.

The factories of the coun-
try have been obtaining the
LEED certificate since 2011.

The USGBC honours
factories based on several

criteria: transformation per- -

farmance, energy, water and
waste management. The

platinum, followed by gold
and silver.

According to industry
insiders, these criteria help
green factories significantly
reduce operational costs
over time, even though they
may initially spend mare to
set up,

Mohiuddin Rubél, mar-x-.
aging director of Bangla-
desh Apparel Exchange
and former director of the
BGMEA, said thal as the
world increasingly pri-
oritised ESG performance
and sustainability in sup-
ply chains, this milestone
enhanced the country’s
global image.

According to apparel
ma_uarufdactu.rers the move
towards green fac
huﬂdmgshhelped regalnm

esh's i
the Rana Plaza traged
which claimed 1,134 live};
and left more than 2,000
injured.ww
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- Real

wage

growth

remains negative
for 41 months

INFLATION AND
WAGE GROWTH
INFY25

(In %)
SOURCE: BBS

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

Bangladesh’s real wage growth remained
negative for the 4lst consecutive month
in June, even as the inflation rate cased
to its lowest level in nearly three years,
according to the latest data from the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

Year on-year, wage growth stood at
8.8 percent in June—0.30 percentage
points below the month's inflation rate of
848 percent, as per the recently released
BBS Wage Rate Index (WRI).

A similar trend was observed in May,
when wages across 63 occupations in the
agriculture, industry, and services sectors
grew by 821 percent, 0.84 percentage
points below inflation at the time.

Division-wise, wage growth rose only
in Rangpur, while it declined in all other
divisions.

The continued decline has forced many
to cut back on consumption as their real
incomes shrink, with economists warning
that if nothing changes, millions might
‘executive director of the
Institute  for  Inclusive

TUE6 ..

7.93 796 801 807 8.1.

~The price of staple foods
like rice remains hi

fall victim to malnutrition.

“The persisting outpacing gap has
been pushing low  and limited-income
groups to the brink for years,” said
Mohammad Lutfor Rahman, a professor
in the Department of Economics at
Jahangirnagar University.

A report released carlier this year by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) on Bangladesh
supparts the assertion.

The FAO said the number of people
in Bangladesh facing high levels of
acute food insecurity increased by 70
lakh to 2.36 crore in December last year,
compared to 1.65 crore during the April-
October period of 2024.

Prof Rahman acributes part of the
stagnation in wage growth to Bangladesh
Bank's contractionary monetary policy,
which, while successful in controlling
inflation, has imcreased borrowing costs,
discouraging large investment.

“While inflation control is a positive
outcome, without coordinated efforts
employment generation Lo
h ' absorb the growing labour

11137":'.',".“.‘70391525;"."

Finance and Development
{InM), said despite easing
inflation, the continued
decline in wage

means  workers  are
effectively carning less in
real terms.

*Their purchasing power
has significantly,
limiting their ability to
afford basic necessities,”
he said, adding that this is
raising serious CONCErNs
about malnutrition,

i among
women and children,
whose dietary needs are
often deprioritised during

" +household budget cuts.

despite a good harvest
season, which is making
things harder for low-wage
earners. “For low-income
families, who spend a
large portion of their
earnings on food, this is
devastating.”

According to Mujeri,
the persistent gap in
wage growth and product
prices has now become
a structural  problem.
“Without intervention, it
threatens to widen income
inequality and push more
people into poverty.”

The government
_must urgently focus on

p

surplus and lift wages (o
resolve the situation.

“If real incomes
continue to fall and
nutritional deficits widen,
Ban h risks facing a
generational health crisis,
undermining  long-term
workforce  productivity
and economic resilience,”
he warned.

Meanwhile, Shaifuddin
Khaled, a lecturer in the

: t of Economics
atBegum Rokeya University,
Rangpur (BRUR), said
the government should
strengthen its support for

workers by developing a__equity,” he said.

comprehensive database to

b

Sl 7

oo INFLATION - - @ WAGE GROWTH
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to reduce interest rates and boost
employment, the economic recovery
remains uneven and exclusionary,” noted
the economist.

The central bank raised the policy rate
to 10 percent in October 2024, the 1lth
hike since May 2022, in a bid to tame
inflation by making borrowing more -

Ve,

“At current lending rates, very few
entreprencurs are willing to take the risk
of barrowing to invest, especially in sectors
that generate large-scale employment,”
Rahman said.

With no corresponding increase in
labour demand, a growing surplus in the
warkforce is suppressing wage growth,
even as inflation softens, he added.

“Concerns are growing that many
lower- and middle-income households are
unable to meet basic dietary needs, raising
Jong-term health and productivity risks,”
the JU professor noted.

Echoing the same, Mustafa K Mujeri,

facilitate minimum Wage

enforcement and social
protection.
“Despite  nearly 85

percent of the labour
force being engaged in
the informal economy,
the government still lacks
a proper database (o
identify and support them,
especially during periods
of inflationary pressure,”

he pointed out.

*Without urgent
protective measures, W
risk pushing millions

further into nutritional

. And this isn't just
a public health issue, it's a
matter of intergenerational
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DIRE FALLOUT FROM US TARIFF TURMOIL

Myriad workers stare as
RMG minors getting upset

MONIRA MUNNI

Umpteen workers stare at passible livelihood  over tariffs. ==
upset as Bangladesh's readymade-garment  The factory talkedtoa
factories -- mostly small and midsizeones -~ number of big units that also
may take a stumbling blow from work for US retailers, and

thelhig'hhanded latest US tariff according to the factory
regime. ST owners, big suppliers are
Though big factories mostly : I also fagi:? suspension of a

manufacture garments for US new

certain volume of orders,

buyers, industry-insiders say, b . : : :

J e resulting in a certain portion
SMEs that dependent on the US mn = of production line lyingidle.
market would face a 'disaster’ I¥% "This would become usual
and those working for other for other small and medium

traditional destinations, like EU, units when markets go

and non-traditional markets would indirectly  down. Big factories that do
be affected in the long run. large volume would grabthe
According to them, some 3,500 garment larger share of work orders
factories are in operation across the country = and SMEs, in the long run

- majority being SMEs in size. would suflfar " md Shehaé
Garment factories having workers more than udduza chn\;dhury, says
1,000 are :atggunsed as large and units with vice president of Bangladesh
workers ranging from 300 to below 1,000 Garment Manufacturers and
defined as medium and up to 300 assmall ones.  gxporters Association

According to Mapped in Bangladesh (MiB), (BGMEA).
some 1,734 factories export readymade The SMEs have been facinga
garments to the United States and some 1,100 pumber of ci-ua!lenges,

units that have workers below 1,000 are small including high compliance
and medium while the rest &34 haye workers requirements that need to
above 1,000to0 18,500. [ maintain equal standards
Out of the 634 factories, 314 haveworkers up like the big ones, while they
102,000 while the rest have workers ranging  2re deprived of getting
from 2,001 t0 18,500, MiB data necessary banking facilities

showed. with high bank interest
ea | on Talking to The Financial Express, rates, he mentions.
A Fazlul Hogue, former president "Theyalso face high charges
TI4[=-30 of Bangladesh Knitwear compared to the large
manufacturers and Exporters factories in time of opening

sealed
on

Association (BKMEA),said the  letter of credits," he says,
impact would be "disastrous" for adding that SMEs whoare
SMEs that solely depend on the mostly dependent on the US
US market. market might face closure as
"Theycan't switch over ta other markets they would face break-neck
overnight while banks are unlikely to support competition both inand
them for three to four months," he said, ona outside the country.

note of concern that many of them might face There would be tough
closure. competition in EU markets,

An Ashulia-based factory owner says it largely too, as all might rush to the

manufacture apparel for its US buyers and destination due to the high
recently there is a shortage of work orders as tariffs, price pressure and
buyers have halted placing fresh orders as uncertainty, another

they can't negotiate pricedue to uncertainty

exporter predicts.

Former president of BGMEA
Rubana Hugq fears the impact
of the additive tariffs will be
disastrous for Bangladesh.
One might assume that only
30 per cent of the total US
exports will be affected, but
in reality, itis the potential
of export to the US,
Bangladesh's fastest
growing market that will be
dampened.

She adds one ought to think
about thousands of workers
wha will be affected for lack
of employment as many
factories will shut down.

" & careful analysis between
the domestic and export
scenario must be carefully
weighed in before
negotiating with the US,"
she told the FE, adding that
there are barely any other
products that can hit the
export market overnight and
there are barely any other
markets that they can
diversify into.

The efficiency level at this
point is atan optimum and
the industry can't turn to
maximum automation
because of its impact on
employment and margins
are at a bare minimum
disallowing any substantial
trimming of expenses.

The government needs to
consider whether it is ready
to sacrifice a growing market
or carefully navigate through
this phase, she said, adding:
e are risking massive
unemployment and closure
of businesses."”

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan,
executive president of
BKMEA, however, opines

that it is not wise to
comment until the tariffs are
fixed for China and India.
Vietnam might be the
biggest beneficiary if tariff is
considered, he says, adding
that Bangladesh would bein
an advantageous position
due to its capacity, quality
and price.
"But price pressure would be
the challenge for Bangladesh
as retail sales in US might
decline due to high tariffs
and buyers would put further
pressure of price squeeze,”
he says, adding that all local
exporters should have
addressed the issue jointly
by following a minimum
price benchma rk.
Kalpona Akhter, executive
director at Bangladesh
Centre for Workers Solidarity
(BCWS), thinks the recent US
tariff decision threatens to
erode Bangladesh's
competitiveness on the
global apparel market,
putting millions of workers,
especially women, at risk of
losing their livelihoods.
The US tariff decision may
push some businesses tocut
corners such as slashing
wages, ignoring safety, or
outsourcing to unregulated
subcontractors, she fears,
saying that "without urgent
action, we risk a surgein
unethical practices that will
hurt workers most."
The government must
urgently engage with the US
administration and
collaborate with industry
stakeholders to protect jobs
and ensure export sector
remains resilient.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Shaj

eda Akter Moni

N SWELTERING streets of Dha-
O ka, time does not tick. It melts.

For the thousands of women
who work in open market places,
tin-ronfed factories or city landfills,
heat is not merely an inconvenience.

its grip each summer, With soaring
mercury and infrastructure that could
not care less, Dhaka’s working women
race against a clock that does not
measure hours, but survival.
Two-time mother Momena Begum,

ning her ailing child before daylight.
Her room, less than 100 square feet,

is still hot from the previous evening.
“The roof burns us alive,’ she says.
She cannot sleep and cannot work
effectively. Yet, she has to keep going.
Her body is a war zone on which duty
fights fatigue, hourly and daily.

In thie last decade, the land surface
temperature of Dhaka has increased
by more than 6°C. Urban heat islands,
a product of rampant development
and lost green cover, turnsomse

Raverbazar and Hazaribagh, home to
a number of poor women who work
there too, consistently record indoor -
temmiperatures in excess of 42°C, The

| heat warmer than most industrial
ovens set on low.

Shanta, a street food seller at
Rayerbazar, tends to a kerosene stove
in a shack constructed from shattered
wood and plastic sheets. ‘I collapsed
last vear as [ served tea,’ she says. ‘But
if 1 don't work, my children go hungry!’
No holiday pay, no sick leave and no
brealk in the shade. For women like her

climate clock could not care less.
Nearly 80 per cent of working
womien in Dhaka work informally, in
the streets as vendors, in households
as domestic wurkers(.] scaw;ﬂaff
through garbage, and in ap! ac-
tories. These are tough jobs and ones
that seldom provide respite from the
alements, The heal theywﬁg_;.%;;m :
“a setling. It is a daily adversary that
assaults their health, productivity
dignity. And, these women are not {o

Heat stress is more than just an
inconvenience. It leads to dizziness,

ICLIMATE ON CLOC

quging women in

It s a slow-burning threat that tightens .

of a Karail slum, begins her day hy fan-

J‘mighboufhnhﬂfmfffuw

poorest women of the city now endure

it i survival minute by minute and the

be found in mast climate action plans.
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vomiting, dehydration and even
menstrual irregularity, More than 75

per cent of female apparel workers
gxperiance these symptoms during the
height of summer. Less than a half of
the factories have any ventilation, Paid
sick leave for heat-related illness is all
but non-existent. And if a woman faints
at work, the remedy is not attention. It
is replacement. Her absence spells hun-
ger at home and discipline at work.

pickers, mostly girls and women, trek

as much as 15 kilomelres a day under

the scorching sun to pick up metal

and plastic. Rubina, 28, recounts that

her skin peels off weekly and her san-

dals melt onto the ground. ‘T develop

- sores. But, if 1 don't work, my family
starves.’ She makes Tk 300400 on a

- good day. But, she has never noticed a
drinking water stall in her area,

These women have come up with
their own tenuous survival strategies.
Some wet their saris and dry them
on doors. Some sleep on tar roads
overnight because it is cooler than
at home. Some carry water in plastic
bags on their heads. These are no

solutions. These are tenuous survival -

tactics in the abgsence of institutional
support. . :
Less than 10 per cent of infor-
Eﬂ)ﬁy employed women can afford
, shaded areas or shared cooling
‘systems. Public shelters? Rubina
. ‘We've never heard of them.’
The climate resilience discussion
is full of talk about green roofs and
cool pavement in upscale neighbour-
hoods. But, no trees are planted in the
neighbourhoods most affected by heat
because the people themselves are
rendered invisible.
Dhaka’s climate action plans
and the National Adaptation Plan
(2023-2050) mention urban heat.
The plans, however, prioritise glass
* towers, not tin roofs, The funds for
them flow towards smart buildings
and technology-driven cooling rather
than for impoverished human lives.
Heatwaves, however, continue to
surge, converting kitchens into kilns
and streets into crematoriums of the
city’s working poor.
| Gender norms also increase the
| risks. Women who are poor are usu-
| ally engaged in work that is confined

amﬂ indoors with no ventilation or outside

tin labour, They are responsible for
cooking on fire, water fetching and

-waste disposal, activities done under
conditions of suffocation, Moreover,
cultural constraints restrict their entry

W |

On Dhaka’s black market, garbage

" detracts from the possibility of their

. ‘ s
into cooler outdoor spaces or access to
instant medical attention. They bear
a climate burden compounded by
unpaid labour and restricted mobility.

What if they fall ill? Momena re-
sponds pragmatically: ‘I I go to clinic,
who will cook?’ This is the vicious
spiral of ‘double exposure,” Women
are subjected to greater environmen-
tal hazards with less ability to cope
uncounted and ongoing. It is not only
economic exclusion. It is, rather, envi-
ronmental exclusion.

1t is the expert view that a gender-
blind climate policy is a failed policy.
Bangladesh cannot achieve heat
resilience without accounting for the
women holding its cities upright.
Urban planning needs to incorporate
mobile health clinics in slums, shaded
market stalls, subsidised cooling
equipment for caretakers and gender-
sensitive heat warnings. Above all, it
needs to incorporate the voices of the
most vulnerable.

This is not charity. It is justice. The
women who are keeping Dhaka run-

ning — cooking, selling, sorting and
sweeping — need to be recognised,
mhwed and granted their rights. Heat
is not a temporary inconvenience. It is
a public health crisis and a gendered
one. The longer the government de-
lays, the more women will silently die
under its weight,

It is crucial to mention that these
women do not inherently embody
victimhood. Rather, they embody
survival as necessity. Their resilience
is to be admired. That resilience must
nol, however, be wrongly assumed
to be boundless. The temperatures in
Dhaka are increasing, bringing the city
dangerously close to a point of unin-
habitability. Time is of the essence as
each hour that passes without action

future.

As'the cily expands upward and -
outward, let us not overlook who
is holding it up from underneath. =
Climate justice must begin with those
most at risk, not end there, These
women do not ask for luxury, but
shade, water and dignity. That is not
much. That is the least a just city can
offer. :

In this edge city, the moment to
move from rhetoric to action has
arrived. Climate resilience is meaning-
less if it does not shield those who
can least afford to suffer more. Dhaka
cannot be climate-smart if it leaves its
women burning behind.

Shajeda Akter Moni, an army major, is
deputy director at the Research Centre,
Bangladesh Universitv of Professionals.
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We must protect our

migrant workers

OKUP findings deserve critical
SCI’UUITY

The scale of the exploitation our migrant workers have faced
over the years is truly shocking. A recent study by the Ovibashi
Karmi Unnayan Program (OKUP), based on 114 case studies
of workers who sought legal help between January 2023 and
October 2024, sheds light onjust how systemic and devastating
this exploitation has been. While the sample size may be
modest, the patterns it reveals are consistent withwhat haslong
heen reported anecdotally and through media investigations,
pointing to a deeply entrenched and institutional neglect of
responsibility in protecting our migrant workers.

As per the OKUP study, 36 percent of workers were forced
to return home within just three months of migrating,
crushing their hopes of a better future and even leaving
many in deeper debt. Such abrupt, premature returns are
only one side of a much larger problem, however. It includes
contract substitution, lack of work permits, extortionate
migration costs, etc. For example, 75 percent ol workers
left Bangladesh without receiving any prior employment
contract while, shockingly, not a single female migrant
received one before departure. Even among the 25 percent
who did receive contracts, most got them just hours before
their flight. Upon arrival, 47 percent of all migrants were
denied work permits, and among those who received
permits, only 24 percent were actually given the jobs they
had been promised.

These findings point (o a
every stage of the migration process, both at home and abroad.
One revelation that almost all can relate to is that every male
worker surveyed was charged migration fees well beyond the
legal limits—often doublefor those heading to Saudi Arabiaand
six times higher for Malaysia. This is significant hecause these
two countries are key destinations for our workers. Malaysia, in
particular, has been in the news of late for exploitation-related
cascs. For instance, in May, 33 Bangladeshi workers filed a case
government officials for alleged fraud. They said they were
months of 2025, over 3,500 Bangladeshis were also reportedly
denied entry and sent back from Kuala Lumpur, many victims
of such job scams. Also in May, another company revoked
work permits of Bangladeshi workers alter they aired concerns
about its poor working conditions.

The OKUP study also raises serious questions about the
offectiveness of the arbitration system for affected ¥ kers.
While questioning the role of the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET) as being responsible for
both issuing recruitment licences and settling disputes—an
inherent conflict of interest it reveals that there is currently
no fair mechanism to ensure justice and no clearly defined
standards for compensation or remedies. All these issues are
interconnected and need to be resolved simultaneously to
ensure the whole migration process is above board. OKUP's
recommendations in this regard deserve serious consideration.

It is high time the interim government took comprehensive
| measures together with the authorities of destination countries
| to clean up this long neglected process. Qur migrant workers
| deserve dignity, protection, and justice. We must not let them
be exploited any longer.

systematic betrayal of workers at ﬁﬁm

in a Malaysian court against a recruitment firm and several SfipavBar TAFATOE (A9
victims of human trafficking and job scams. In the first four supafiy sreefe s@F 25
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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna -
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a family tradition for Nasima Akter.

from Noakhali's Companiganj (o
Khulna in the pre-independence era
and took a job at Crescent Jute Mills,
one of the oldest in the region. Later,
Nasima and her two brothers, Shahadat
and Al Amin, would follow him into the
same line of work, reporting to their
factory gates for more than a decade.

The jobs brought security, dignity
and stability for the family, il July
2020, when it all came crashing down.

vears of losses, excessive

the operations unsustainable.

in three categories -- permanent
temporary, and substitute

workers in the jute mills,
At that time, the then government
said closed factories would be
modernised and reopened soon
through various arrangements,
including joint ventures, public
private partnerships or government-
to-government partnerships.

Five years on, that revival remains
partial and uneven.

THE SOUND OF SILENCE

Working at jute mills was somewhat of
Her father, Abdul Mannan, migrated

That monsoon, the then Awami -

lLeagueled government announced Th““fdg: were payday, our happiest

the sudden closure of 25 state-owned dayo week,” he recalled.

jute mills across the country, citing o= Now, [ work all day, and still, I can’t
production )

costs, and inefficiencies that had made know when we'll see better days again,”

More than 50,000 workers were laid , Md Khalilur

off, including Nasima and her brothers, Collective  Bargaining Agent (CBA)
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g , 'ho  also
lost their mill jobs,
hawki

survive by

Thitlllsl‘a.m_ahm
of Platinum Jute M?ﬂsw;ﬁ:
ey s bread by working as a
per on public transport.
“Back when the mill was
open, we had three proper
meals a day. | could afford to
feed my three children.”
:BaFk .the]]' when  the
morning siren blew, we'd line
uP 1o enter the mill. Work gave
Us respect, routine, and joy,

ord the minimum expenses. 1 don't

he added.

Rahman, former
Jleader of the closed Platinum Jute
Mills, said that since mill closures in
2020, thousands of families have been
pushed into extreme poverty.

“Children dropped out of school,
medical care turned into a luxury,
and despair . became widespread.
Hope alone cannot feed a family,” said
Rahman.

“The collapse of the jute industry
has affected every layer of the city, from
small vendors to transport workers to
landlords,” he said, “When the mills were
running, life had sound and rhythm.

- ] Now, everything is quiet. Hundreds
Despite a;]ﬁ?lhe hurdt_}es, the laid-off pull rickshaws to sun'?ve. and they are
mﬁ'ﬁf_kﬂﬁ hope for a return ©  hoping that one day it will be open,” he
: old days. For them, it was not  added. :
just a job, but also social security ~
and respect.

. "When the mill was running,
local : shopkeepers gave us
groceries on credit because they

knew we would pay them back

BROKEN PROMISES
The government plan was to reopen the
mills within three months. That didn’t
happen.

Later, in April 2021, the Ban}gladesh
when Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC), which
i wzugqt our wages. Now they manages all government-owned jute
fom't trust us amymore. They factories and industries in Bangladesh,

! we can'’t pay,” said Nasima. _ called upon interested investors o

submit express interest for
leasing out 17 of the mills for a period
of five to 20 years.

As of now, only 13 have been handed
over to the private operators under
lease.

In the Khulna-Jashore region, once
the heating heart of the country’s jute
industry, nine mills were shuttered.
Four have resumed limited production
under private management, collectively -
employing just over 3,100 workers; a
fraction of the 34,000 who once relied
on those jobs.

“After I lost the job, even landlords
started to act reluctant to rent houses
to us, They are afraid we won’t be able to
pay the rent on time,” said 49 year-old
Nasima, who now works as a seasonal
labourer.

“You'll see hundreds of “To-Let’ signs
all over Khalishpur, but they won't rent
to jute mill workers like us.”

“.She was forced to leave her rented
home in Noyabati, Khalishpur, and
move to the city’s Bastuhara area with
her children, Hasib and Rahima. Her
dreams of educating her kids faded
quickly. 3

Her son, Hasib, took a job at a private
power plant. Her daughter, Rahima,
was married off early - a choice made
in desperation. A year later, Rahima
returned home with a child in her arms.
Her husband had left.

“I worked at the mill for 16 years,”
Nasima said. "But 1 was never made
permanent. When it closed, they gave
me Tk 114,000 as part of the golden
handshake. That money doesn’t last
long."

BEATING HFART NOW SKIPS A
PULSE

Of the nine mills in the southwestern
belt, three mills -- Daulatpur Jute Mills,
Khalishpur Jute Mills and Crescent
Jute Mills - have been leased out.
Meanwhile, two others, Platinum Jute
Mills and Star Jute Mills, are in the
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In the Khulna Jashore region,
Jessore Jute Industries (JJI), Carpeting
Jute Mills and Eastern Jute Mills are
currently in production. i

- Alim Jute Mills has remained closed
due to legal disputes related to its lease.
Daulatpur Jute Mills was

handed over to Fortune Group on
September 4, 2023. On March 14, 2024,
they launched a shoe manufacturing
unit on a limited scale within the mill

At its peak, the shoe [actory
had about 700 workers across two
production units, The factory recently
declared a lay off, leaving around 450
- Masum Billah, legal adviser to
Fortune Group, told The Daily Star that
the factory used to export 100 percent.
‘of its shoes. "Due to trade complications
come to a halt. This forced us to lay off
the shoe factory,” he said.

. Currently, only 148 workers remain
‘employed in the jute product section.
But that unit, too, is under pressure due
to the rising cost of raw jute and other
operational challenges. ]

“We are producing just around one

last two years, our jute unit alone has
suflered losses of nearly Tk 6 crore,”
However, Akij Group, which took

over Jessore Jute Industries under lease
in May 2023, has been producing jute
stands at Tk 15 lakh. Currently, around
2,000 workers are employed at the mill.
Abul Kalam, project head at the
mill, said the group has installed new
‘machinery, significantly increasing

on,
The mill now produces between 65
land 70 tonnes of jute products daily,
compared to a maximum of only 15
tonnes before its closure, he said.

Yet the number of jobs created is
not enough to create opportunities for
WHAT IS THE GOVT DOING?
Md Abdur Rouf,

at the

Daily Star that efforts were underway to
transfer the mills to the private sector.

 "Joday, (July 8) we finalised terms
with four more mills,” he said. "Many
have already been leased out. Several
mills began operations after taking
leases but later withdrew. They cannot

struggling
diversify
allowed and continue to allow them (o
venture into textiles beyond jute. These
mills are very large in scale. They could
utilise other sections of the premises
for different purposes. Yet some lessees
still terminated their agreements.”

He added, "The jute mills are valuable
resources. They must be utilised. That is
only logical. The BIMC owns mills and
factories across 13,000 acies of land.

‘tonne of jute products daily. Over the -

These sites are strategically important.

They are being used in some form, and
this must continue. Letting them sit
idle is not an option.”

“The BIMC or the government will
not invest directly or run businesses
here. They are stepping back from that.
But there is no reason to leave Lhese
resources unused. The jute mills are
resources,” he said. :

In a visit to Daulatpur Jute Mills
earlier this year, Textiles and Juie
Adviser Sk Bashir Uddin said the
conditions for leasing jute mills to
the private sector would be relaxed,
allowing for the establishment of

-other industries alongside jute-based

industries.

He noted that the initiatives to
reopen jute mills under government
management have only led to. the loss
of thousands of crores of taka and
produced nothing fruitful.

BJMC BLEEDING CONTINUES

_ The BIMC, which operated the mills

until June 2020, incurred losses of Tk
775 crore in the fiscal year 201920, the
highest on available records. '

The corporation suffered Tk 400
crore plus in the subsequent vear after
shutting down the jute mills and laying

years t0o, as delays in leasing out the
closed mills to private players and
integration of existing employees to
other state agencies, and to protect its

Since the closure of the mills, the
BIMC’s total losses crossed Tk 1,300
crore until FY25, according to the
different years. P

: The government projects BIMC's
0ss at over Tk 210 crore for the current
ﬁs,?ralh}ear. : A 4 _-

The closure of the loss-making mills
might have slowed the bleeding by
BIMC, but it did not stop completely.
To do so, either the leasing process will
have to be expedited, or the government
will view the actual costs of life and
lwelihoodtﬁl:uaughadiffmtlms

Kudrat-E Khuda, president of
Patkal Rokkay Sammilito Nagorik
Porishad, wants the government to
reopen the mills and give priority to the
ﬁm"w mwm

_ "Workers have the right to live with
dignity," said the civil society activist.

Ministry of Textiles and Jute, told The -

beyond jute, he replied, “We

off workers. — — ——
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Korean envoy for further aligning
EPZ act with its labour law

BGMEA leader seeks more Korean investment in non-textile sector

FE REPORT

South Korean Ambassador Park Young-sik has
called for further aligning Bangladesh's Export
Processing Zenes (EPZ) Act 2019 with its Labour Act
2006 to create more conducive environment for
foreign investors.

Highlighting the importance of labour productivity,
he also underscored the need for enhancing
operational efficiency of the Chattogram port,
terming it key to facilitating smoother trade
operations.

The envoy made the remarks while making a
courtesy call on Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
president Mahmud Hasan Khan at the latter's
Uttara office in the city, said a statement.

The meeting focused on exploring avenues to
strengthen bilateral trade and investment ties
between Bangladesh and South Korea, it

d

During the meeting, they discussed issues including
the potential areas of collaboration, especially in
the textile and garment sectors, it added.
During the meeting, BGMEA President Mr Khan
highlighted Bangladesh's growing potential as a
destination for South Korean exports of man-made
fibers, textile machinery, chemical dyes, and ather
raw materials.
South Korea represents a promising market for
Bangladeshi apparel exports, offering significant
opportunities for mutually beneficial trade, he said,
appreciating South Korea's historical support in the
development of Bangladesh's garment industry --
particularly in the areas of technical assistance and
workforce training during the industry's formative
years.
He also sought the Ambassador's support in
expanding Bangladesh's apparel exports to South
Korea and attracting Korean investment in non-
_ textile sectors in Bangladesh,

DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 18, 2025
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The Bolly Sar
"ELECTION OBSERVERS
Minimum age
lowered to 21

fefom uw wfifife Twy INE W
¥t WA A 1 (! R S
A e g WhAE (W I ER
#fs arEe A
afferE oA (Afuesge | e
Tegm [fEgda  sniemy :
e cwegr fefRitTE T :
e (o | @ REm wiEReEe
ofis (EeEr TR TRAPTEle ST regigirations of all 96 local orga
= HET | m Mﬂ ﬂw l—he IZth mtioru'j.illccﬁtzlnA
ﬁﬂﬁw u qu | CTi=IE The EC in uce C
s wies Tea Asws A0 20257 replacing the 2023 guidelines under which the
w wiermen o (om0 SfflA% observer arganisations had been registered.
= FE e @ wites e A _
e ESTE A yfateifE® TSRESE #9%  for Jocal election observers has been
Sl fArare JEawia | €98 5T P 25 years.
W e e
99| i
mﬂi‘ﬁ Sfeasta TS WA @A HSC (Higher Secondary Certificate). =
oF e e et w0 A EC’s Director (Public Relations) Shariful
TET, RIS FEF RS TrurierE e confirmed the matter to The Daily Star yesterday.
=i mmm O TS T | Ahead of the 12th national election, the F
) e S

observers, unveils new policy

in two phases.

valid for five years from the date ol issuance;
istrations of these

e towards the end of 2028. _
=% Section 4 (6) of the new policy on

S

of observer organisations states that

EC cancels registrations of 96

The Election Commission yesterday revoked the
nisations that monitored

“Flection Observation Policy
is olicy, the minimum age requirement
S onved g e lowered to 21 from

: s F oL U
However, the required educational quahﬁc?!lon
been raised from SSC (Secondary School Certificate) to

registered these 96 local election observer organisations

96 organisations were sel (o expire

The BGMEA |eader also lald emphasis on enhanced
market-intelligence sharing and stronger
business-to-business connectivity between Korean
and Bangladeshi enterprises, aiming to deepen -
economic cooperation.
Both the parties expressed optimism that the'
signing of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) or an
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between
Bangladesh and South Korea would significantly
benefit both the countries by fostering deeper
economic integration. .
BGMEA Vice President Md Shehab Udduza
Chowdhury, its Director Faisal Samad, and Member
Israfil Atique were present while the Ambassador
was accompanied by Kim Jeong ki, Consul at the
Korean Embassy in Dhaka, and Noh Chy Woo,
Country Head, Spandex Performance Unit and
Spandex Plant, Hyosung TNC Corporation
(Bangladesh Liaison Office).

MunaneTwhmm

previously submitted biased or agenda
driven reports will not be granted
registration.”

The EC will publish a netice in daily
newspapers, givingobserver organisations
15 days to apply for registration.

“A notice will be issued shortly to
initiate the new registration process,”
said Shariful Alam.

Under the mnew policy, the
commission has decided that "Observer
ID" cards will be issued three days prior
to the polling day.

A new provision has been added

96

Alam 2llowing the abservers to remain in the

field and monitor the election for up to

)G had three days.

Representatives of local observer
rganisations will be allowed to observe
the elections on the day before the vote,

The registration of an observer organisation remains on election day itself, and the day after

the the vote.
Meanwhile, the EC has alsowritten to
the Furopean Union to send observers.

the registration
"any group that
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Last respects
paid to labour
leader Lutfar
Rahman

Staff Correspondent

THE leaders of different po-

man,

Sarak in Dhaka.

a veteran freedom
fighter and a vice president
of the Bangladesh Trade Un-
ion Centre, was kept on a
temporary stage in front of
the CPB office for an hour
from 10:00am.

Central leaders of CPB,
Socialist Party of Bangla-
desh, Workers Party of Bang-
ladesh, Bangladesh Jasod
and labour i
the central office of the Com- dm“dj”gm sy G s
munist Party of Bangladesh {1n{on Centre paid last trib-
on Comrade Moni Smgh ute to him there.
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THE countrys apparel
manufacturers are planning

of non-traditional markets
amid a 35 per cent tariff re-
cently impased by the Dnit-
ed States.

Working on the markel
over the past few decades,
n_lanufachuail's have said
that’ nontraditional destina-

challenges, including tariffs.
However, the recently an-
‘nounced US tariff triggered
them to rethink the new
markets, they added.
Speaking to New Age,

D R JCH;:'-\LL .
RMG makers focuson
nontraditional markets

to utilise the full potential

tions also face multifaceted .

Continued from B1
BGMEA, told New

Mahmud Hasan Khan Babu,
president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, stat-
ed that they have been work-
ing to increase their exporls
for over 10 years.

‘However, as single mar-
ket, each destination is com-
paratively small and there
are also tariff-related and
other challenges in those
markets, he added. :

Regarding apparel ex-
ports, countries such as the
US, Canada, the UK, and
the EU are considered tradi-
tional markets, while other
countries are deemed non-
traditional.

RMG makers focus

Bangladesh, which
impossible given the current

Age
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apan, Australia, Russia,
India, China, South Kores,

the TAE, Malaysia, Brazil '

and Mexico are major non-
traditional exporl destina-
tions,

In the financial year 2024-
25, export earnings from
the non-traditional markets
also experienced positive
growth, with an overall rise
of 5.61 per cent to $6.44 bil-
lion, up from $6.09 billion in
FY24, g

The non-traditional mar-
kel represented 16.36 per
cent of Bangladesh's total
BEMG exports,

In FY25, Bangladeshi
BMG manufacturers earned

$7.54 billion from the US,
the single largest destina-
tion of the country's export-
ers. The earnings from the
North American country ac-
counted for 19.18 per cent of
the total revenue. :
Many insiders said that if
exporters could export RMG
items worth $10 billion to
the nontraditional markets
in the coming years, it could
alleviale their overreliance
on the US market, which
has already become saturat-
ed and may be severely im-
pacted by the tariff slump.
Inamul Hag Khan, sen-
ior vice-president of the

isalmost million and India $644.24
million. Moreover, BMG ex-
ports to Turkey and South

Bangladesh was doing well
at most of the nontraditional

market destinations.

‘However, we cannot lose
the US' market. We have lo
focus on the nontraditional
markets by keeping our posi-
Hon in the US,” he added.

He also stated that mar
kets such as Japan, South
Korea, Australia, the Mid-
dle East, and Latin America

gouldbe the game-changers

in Bangladesh's exports.

30 per cent-35 per cent tariff
in the Brazilian market,’ said
Mahmud Hasan Khan Babu.

He also stated that if they
urged a duty waiver, Brazil
would seek to export meat to

, we would work on those of

with zero

icultural situation.
agl?]ipan is a big market but Korea also witnessed signifi-
they primarily focus on near camaarmngsamuunhngto
sourcing, meaning import $449.9 million and $411.46
from Vietnam and China,’ he million, respectively.
added. Some businesses are
He also mentioned that urged to adapt to the trends
there are some design and ofthe nnnttrhadiﬁumlmarkms
branding-related issues asso- to capture those. -
ciateddmwsith exporting to the Mohiuddin Rubel, form
Middle East. BCGMEA director and man-
‘But Australia and South aging director of the Bangla-
Korea are potential markets, desh Apparel Exchange, told -
though Latin America’s po- New Age that Japan could be
tential is very high. After a potential market for Bang-
resolving the US tariff issue, ladesh.
' 1In this regard, we should
fhe Latin America, headded. . capture their fashion trends
Aeanw according o and to adapt with it. They
1 primarily focus on fast fash-
data for 2024, Japan was the, ion, high value and high
3rd largest consumer of ap- quality and for these, we
parel items, while South Ko-  have to conduct proper Te-
rea was fifth. \ search on them,’ he added.
In FY25, Japan imported  He also said that the pric-
RMG items worth $1.18 bil- ing capacity of Japan, Aus-
lion from Bangladesh, fol- tralia and Korea is high.
lowed by Australia $813.62 Talking to New Age, Pro-
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‘'We must empower

domestic workers
Recognise them under labour law,

ensure their rights

We cannot stress enough the importance of improving the
‘condition of domestic workers. Despite being indispensable to
the functioning of countless households, these workers, mostly
fernale or child, still remain outside the legal framework and
vulnerable to exploitation. Currently, 47 sectors are covered
under the Bangladesh Minimum Wages Board, and a review
by the Labour Reform Commission shows that 22 of them pay
workers below the poverty line, Domestic workers are in a worse
position, however, as they are not even recognised officially,
making them the most vulnerable of all workers. This exclusion
was the central focus of a recent roundtable meeting where
experts highlighted the need ro address their plight.

It should be noted that both the Labour Reform
Commission and the Women's Affairs Reform Commission
have recommended the inclusion of domestic workers under
labour law. While the Domestic Workers 'rotection and Welfare
Pulicy 2015 does deal with domestic workers, it has yet (o be
made legally binding. Without legal protections, any claim 1o
rights outlined in the policy is unenforceable. Speakers at the
roundtabie, therefore, repeated the call for their inclusion under
labour law with clear provisions for fair wages, benefits, and so
on. They also stressed that verbal agreements with workers—
currently the norm —must be replaced by written contracts that
outline their duties, working hours, leave, etc. Moreover, experts
called for a formal complaint redress system, run through ward
committees or apartment societics, 1o address issues like abuse,
non-payment, or overwork.

A lot of the problems facing domestic workers can be
addressed simply by formalising this sector, which we hope will
be done sooner rather than later. But to ensure that any rights
granted under law are properly enforced, it is important that
they are registered. Through this mechanism, the relationship
between employers and workers can be formalised, ensuring
accountability and the protection of the rights of hoth parties.
An inclusive database should also help with unionisation,
which is also-essential for addressing grievances. Since about
80 percent of permanent domestic workers are reportedly
underage girls, as per a March 2024 report by the Bangladeshi
Ovibashi Mohila Sramik Association, it is crucial that this issue
is comprehensively addressed under any law. We must eliminate
child labour in domestic work, and ensure that any employment
is done in line with legal age and other requirements.

The Labour Reform Commission has already echoed
many of these demands, recommending legal recognition, a
national minimum wage coverage for all workers, eic. Given

how vulnerable domestic workers are, these proposals and
recommendations deserve to be considered with the highest
importance. ¥




environmental phenomenon. It is now

| the greatest justice challenge of our

| time. Its worstimpacts are suffered by
those least responsible, especially low-
paid workers in the Global South. In
Bangladesh, thereaﬂy ~made garment
(RMG) sector is horne to over 4 million
workers, of whom over haif are female.
These workers find themselves caught

i between the double forces of climate
change and economic transformation,
with rising health risks and job insecurity
in the face of a global shift towards a
low~carbon economy.

In countries like Bangladesh, where the
majority of RMG employees work in

| informal or semi-formal environments,
| they are especially vulnerable due to the
absence of safety nets like healthcare or
unemploymentinsurance.
Decarbonisation is necessary to prevent
aglobal disaster. Butif it is not planned

| fairly, it may have negative economic

| effects. As a recent study by the Ethical
{ Trading Initiative (ETI) showed
migration, mental health crises,and
child labour have all grown as a result of

poorly managed transitions in various

| contexts. As a high energy consumer, the
| RMG sector must be part of the solution,

| However, despiteallocating Tk 43,000

| crores for environment and climate
programs in FY 2025-26, most funds go
to infrastructure and adaptation, not

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Reducing the costs of just transition for
Bangladesh's RMG Workers

| Climate change is no longer only an

worker resilience or green industrial
transformation.

A just transition is not only an economic
plan, but also a moral requirement.
According to the ILO's Just Transition
guidelines, if early and inclusive
investments are made, the green
transition could provide over 24 million
jobs worldwide by 2030. Inaction might
have disastrous consequences for the
county's RMG sector such aslost_mmy,
decreased productivity, and a growing
gender poverty gap . The RMG industry is
making encouraging strides, as seen by
the 229 factories that have obtained
worldwide green building certifications.
However, social fairnessand =~
em‘lrnnrnentul benefits must coexist. For
a just transition Bangladesh needs ta
implement policies that safeguard
workers' rights, earnings, and well-
being while guaranteeing a sustainable
economic future in order to fulfill il:s
climate obligations.

Against this backdrop, to ensurea
worker-friendly and inclusive transition,
Bangladesh must take four feasible
actions.

1. Enhance climate literacy and workers'
rights: Government departments, trade
unions, and NGOs must collaborateon
factory-focused campaign programmes
to create advocacy forclimate hazards.
Information about heat stress,
occupational iliness, and their rights

Bangladesh needs to
implement policies
that safeguard
workers' rights,
earnings, and
wd!—bemg while
guaranteeing a
sustainable economic
Juture in order
to fulfill its climate
obligations
; write
Nayma Akther Jahan and
Haseeb Md. Irfanullah

under the lawmust be available to
workers in understandable language.
The programmes must be integrated
with the National Adaptation Plan of
Bangladesh (NAP, 2023-2050), which
already focuses on community-based

resilience. As the RMG sector transforms

to green production, employees ought to

Wédnesdajr « July 16, 2025

be provided with new skills. Public-
prﬁ;jrate initiatives, such as the Skills for
nployment Investment Programme
(SEIP] need to be expanded to fields of
energy efficiency, circular production,
su:_:;alnable materials, and waste

2. Improve workplace health and safety
‘standards: Extreme heat must be

officially classified as an occupational
hazard in the labour regulations.

‘Regulation reform mustimpose a

‘minimum set of protections-ventilation
equipment, shaded rest areas,
emergency medical care, and cooling

shelters, The department of inspection
of factories and establishmenis( DIFE}

needs a bigger workforce and more
robust digital monitoring equipment,
and local clinics must be equipped to
treat illnesses and injuries related to
climate as also recognised in the ILO
Guidelines .

3, Mobilise climate ﬁnmfcrfactmu
small and medium-sized enterprises in
the RMG sector, all of which operate in an
informal structure, have limited
resources to invest in green technology.
A Green Transition Fund under the
Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund
(BCCTF) must be established that
provides soft loans, tax benefits,and
technical support. As envisaged in
Bangladesh NAP, partnership with the

l
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_Share of non-RM

export earnings
dina decade

virtually unchan

MONIRA MUNNI

Contribution of non-RMG sectors to
the country's overall export
earnings remained almost static
during last one decade, indicating
insufficient efforts toward
diversification of the products-
basket and largelyreliant on textile
and garments.

Non-RMG (readymade garment)
iterns like leather and leather goods,
footwear, jute goods, agricultural
products, frozen and live fish,
engineering products together
contributed about 15.91 per cent of
the total export receipts in the last
fiscal year.

. On the other hand, the share of RMG
(knit and woven) and textile,
including that of hometex and
specialised textile, in the export
earnings was B4.08 per cent.

ly The country fetched USS48.28

billion from merchandise exports in

the just concluded 2024 -25 fiscal,
out of which $40.60 billion came
from textile and RMG and the
remaining $7.68 billion from non-

RMG products, according to Export

Promotion Bureau (EPB) data.

Textile, home textile and specialised

textile items fetched $1.25 billion

while the RMG sector alone earned
$38.23 billion in the last fiscal.

! Infiscal 2016-17, textile and

apparel sector contributed 83,40

per cent or $29.05 billion to the

country's total merchandise
shipments worth of US$34.83
billion while non-RMG products
fetched $5.77 billion or 16.59 per
cent, the official data revealed.

! Exports of textile and RMG items

5 increased by over $10 billion during

the last decade while that of non-

RMG exports including frozen fish,

leather and leather goods and jute

goods saw a down ward.

Talking to the FE, Tariqul Islam

Qe

Bmunisn's EXPORT
A Decade m‘ RMG Dummance

15.91%
Non-RMG

-16.6%
Non-RMG

&

83.4%
RMG, Textil

Zaheer, Managing Director of Achia
SeaFoods Ltd, said export earnings
from his sector has been on the
declining trend for more than a
decade.

He attributed such downtrend to
some factors like scarcity of raw
materials, decline in the production,
losing competitiveness in the global
market, absence of required
infrastructure and banking facilities
and risk-management coverage,
lack of incentive at cultivation level
and fall in the global demand for
expensive local varieties of shrimps.
Bangladesh follows the traditional
way of farming and gets only 350-
500 kg of shrimp per hectare, which
is the lowest output in the world, he
said, adding that the competitor
countries including India, Indonesia
and Vietnam grow around 10,000 to

84.08%

BASI(ET

12,000 kg of verinami, a high-
yielding and lowsrated species, per
hectare,

As aresult, a good number of
shrimp processing plants in the
country had to face closure during
the last five to seven years while
most of the operational processing
facilities were running much below
their capacities, according to the
sector insiders. |

Mr Zaheer, also aSenior Vice
President of Ban}iadesh Frozen
Foods Exporters Association
(BFFEA), said a total of 112 fish
processing plants were operating
across the country just five years
back and the number now stands at
only 20 to 25.

Another exporter said despite
making several attempts over the
years, they could not introduce low-

. KE’! HON~RMB
Exl'lllll' DECLINES "]
[Jn Billion US [lullar]
T S

ll'.'% L
- 15% |
L

.

cost variety of shrimps like
vannamei commercially due to
some complexities.

According to EPB data, Bangladesh
fetched $526.45 million from
exports of frozen and live fish in
2016-17 while the amount came
down to $441.58 million in the
2024-25 fiscal.

Export earnings from jute and jute
goods also declined to 582016
million in fiscal 2024-24 compared
to that of $1.02 billion in fiscal
2017-18.

Exports of leather and leather goods
fetched $1.14 billion in the last fiscal
while the amount was $1.23 billion
in fiscal 2016-17, according to
official data,

When asked, Md Abul Hossain,
Chairman of Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association (BJMA), attributed such

decline in the exports to fall in the
country's jute production due to low,
price of the fibre at the growers'
levels and emergence of plastic l
products as alternative to it.
Besides, the rate of cash incentives
on export of different jute goods
was slashed down, which also
created a negative impact on the
sector's performance, he said.
Moreover, the anti-dumping duty
imposed by India on Bangladeshi ‘
jute goods has also caused a
setback, he noted. {
On the other hand, export earnings
from agricultural products crossed
one-billion dollars toreach § 1.16
billion in fiscal 2021-22, which
latter fell down and could notreach
the billion dollar marks again, they
added.
However, export earnings from
farm products stood at $988.62
million in last fiscal compared to
that of $553.17 million in the 2016- |
17 fiscal, according te official data.
Exporters, however identified a
number of factors including cut in
the export incentive by the
government, higher import cost of
agri-inputs and other ingredients,
paucity of required air spaces for
shipment coupled with higher
freight charges for the declining
trend in the sector's performance.
Md Monirul Islam, DGM of Alin
Foods Export Ltd, recently said some
factors, including reduction of cash
incentive by the government, have
affected the sector's overall

rts.
""For the last one year, the rate of cash
incentive for the sector has been
reduced to 10 per cent from the
previous rate of 20 per cent," he said.
The higher rate of cash incentive
helped the exporters, especially the
small ones, remain competitive in the
global markets previnusly, he added.

munni_ fe@yahoa.com

Pq woxssaidxajennueuyyayy

Bl oq\||s)

620z ‘21 AMf . Aepsanyy




E‘“ﬂ@ﬂw

e B B e :}mn &

DHAKA THURSDAY JULY 17, 2025 il
' SRABAN 2,1432BS " =

Tnnsfntming Palicy inlo Law:
- Domestic Workers' Righits and
- Impiamantation Barriers

Speakers at a roundtable, titled “Transforming Policy into Law: Dialogue on Domestic Workers’ Rights and Barriers to Implementation”, held
at The Daily Star Centre in the capital yesterday.

PHOTD: STAR

Domestic workers deserve
dignity, legal protection

Speakers tell roundtable

SI'AFFCDERESPO\'DET\TI‘

Fishmes and l.mesmck Ad\ lser Fanda Akhu?r
yesterday called for a respeciful defmition
of “domestic worker” based on workers'
preferences and urged their inclusion under
labour laws,

She stressed the need for legal protection,
health security, safe working environments,
proper training, fair wages, and labour-
saving technologies to ease domestic workers’
burdens.

She made the remarks while speaking
as chief guest at a roundiable titled
“Transforming Policy into Law: Dialogue
on Domestic Workers' Rights and Barriers
to Implementation”, jointly organised by
The Daily Star, ECHO, Shobujer Ovijan
Foundation, and Oxfam at The Daily Star
Centre in the capital,

Addressing the use of commonly used
terms for househelps, the adviser said words
like “bua” and “chhuta bua” should be
avoided. The term “bandha bua” for full-time
help, which implies servitude, must also be
discarded.

“Many domestic workersfeeluncomfortable
being called ‘domestic workers',” she said,
“It's important to consult them and choose
a respectful title they can proudly identify
with,”

She said the domestic workers” movement

‘Many domestic workers feel
-uncomfortable being called
‘domestic workers', It’s
important to consult them and
choose a respectful title they can
proudly identify with.
FARIDA AKHTER
TFisheries and Livestock Adviser

Protecting rights of domestic
workers is everyone's
responsibility, not just the state.
Let’s start with our own homes
-- issue appointment letters,
Let’s motivate our buildings and
neighbourhoods.

AlIM ]
Secretary at Ministry of
Labour and Employment

is part of the broader women's movement and
that mutual respect between employers and
workers -- often both women -- is essential,

She also advocated for the use of
technology, such as ready-ta-cook food and
labour-saving tools, to reduce the burden of
domestic work.

Highlighting health concerns, Farida -«:;udl ©8

domestic workers are citizens with the right
to health protection, Many consume “jorda/

gul” tosuppress hunger due to a lack of timely
meals, which causes serious health risks.

Providing nutritious food and proper rest
is crucial, she added, stressing the need 1o
design homes with rest facilities for domestic
workers,

Abul Hossain, acting coordinator of the
Domestic Workers' Rights Network, said
although the Domestic Workers Protection
and Welfare Policy, which aims to safeguard
their rights and well-being based on ILO
Convention 189, was approved in 2015, it has
vet to become law a decade later,

He expressed hope that the current interim
government, free from political influence, would
finalise the legal inclusion of domestic workers
under labour law before the next elections.

Razeguzzaman Ratan, member of Labour
Reform Commission, said recognition,
registration, and fair remuneration are key
to valuing domestic workers' labour. He
urged the immediate inclusion of domestic
workers under labour law, as proposed in the
commission’s recommendations,

Uniil a law is passed, Ratan said the 2015
policy must be fully implemented. This includes
replacing  verbal agreements with written
contracts and resolving complaints through

apartment mtg ward commitiees,
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He also suessed the
need for skill training,
employment opportunities
at home and abroad, an end
tohiﬂngd:ildnmundau
and the right to unionise
for  domestic  waorkers.
Ensuring their health,
education, nutrition, and
msti&essenﬂalﬁrtamﬁy
future generatios.
Rowshm Ara Baby,
member of Naripokkho,
said, *ILO Convention 189
and CEDAW both mandate
protection for domestic
workers. But guidelines on
leave, maternity benefits,
healthcare, and workplace
safety are not being
enforced. Without legal
inclusion, these protections
are difficult to implement.”

are often abused, she
“for a monitoring system
and complaint mechanism.

Sumaiya Islam, member
of the Women's Affairs

Reform Commission
and executive director of
Nari Sramik

Kendra,saidallstakeholders
- workers, organisations,
and commissions - are
united in demanding legal
inclusion.

She said both the Labour
and Women's Affairs
Reform Commissions have
recommended including
. domestic workers under

labour law, which is
essential for the state,
society, welfare, and the

economy.

Highlighting the
contribution of domestic
workers abroad, whose
remittances help boost the
national economy, she said,
“The time to act is now.”

Tapon Kumar Das,
deputy director of CAMPE,
recommended  creating
a database of domestic
workers, with data collected
at police stations or ward
levels, to ensure their safety
and identification.

He also called for hostels
and daycare centres in
high-rise residential areas,
noting that many domestic
workers lose their jobs
due to a lack of childcare,
leaving them vulnerable to
homelessness and crime.

He  further  urged
targeted research on the
occupational health risks
of domestic workers and
the need for fair wages,
bonuses, maternity leave,
and other benefits.

Maheen Sultan, another
member of Women’s Affairs

of valuing all forms of
women's work, whether
paid or unpaid, inside or
outside the home. _

“Domestic work
is often trivialised as
women's work, leading
to its devaluation. Tegal
recognition is essential, but
it must also be reflecied in
our social norms. W We can't

Domestic workers deserve dignity &

just wail for a law — we

must start the change from

our positions,” she said.
AHM Shafiquzzaman,
secretary at the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
said, “Protecting the rights
of domestic workers is
everyone's  responsibility,
notjust the state. Let's start
with our own homes -- issue
appointment letters. Let’s
motivaie our huildings
and neighbourhoods.
Gradually, the safety
measures discussed in 2015
will begin to spread.”
Khadeja Akter Antora,
programme officer at
Oxfam’s Gender Justice
and  Social Inclusion
programme, said domestic
workers’ rights are tied to
the safety of employers’
families and the national

economy.
She called for their
inclusion under labour

law, proper policy
implementation, and
ratification of IO
Convention 189.

Mahmuda Begum

founder and executive
director of Shobujer Ovijan
Foundation; Roksana
Sultana, executive director
of Breaking the Silence;
Murshida Akter, general
Secretary
Workers' Rights Network;
and Parveen, a domestic
worker from Mirpur, also
spoke at the event.

The roundtable was
moderated by Tanjim
Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs
and Foreign Missions at
The Daily Star.
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sermgeene lADOUT Standards

) =SSR T 5 el
e At fanneries |
TR AT T ' tannery and leather goods

e Sinegeng] s ssed

i ] mﬂi Efﬁ?'_ : value to the hl;';;;—

b & fom awg "ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ LABOUR and employment ficient .mma?dtahi
iAol F20e 20A - secretary AHM Shafiquz- sector can become a major

zaman on Thursday laid export-oriented industry—
emphasize on harnessing similar fo the ready-made
the immense potential of garments sector, he added.
Bangladesh's tannery sector ~ Speaking as a special
to significantly contribute to guest, DIFE inspector general
the national economy. Omar Md Imrul Mohsin said

He made this remark a5 gt sustainable development
the chief guest ata workshop i, the tammery industry re-
titled ‘Shaping the Future of qyires the collective efforts of
Tanneries in Bangladesh” at gyners, workers, and all rel-
Hemayetpur tannery indus-
trial area here, according to
a press release,

The  secretary also |
stressed the need to ensure
decent working conditions

TAIY =WAGE] @Y GiEWRE o a5
Ay fer are =w; W TEEEE @
QAR i (A 7w 9| =g e
vifesigeE 1 W faee 9@ 7m) o
A MF 3y TSI T AR
Rte WIS e 3 A e o
AT fh @ wEER fre o)
uTF Wiy o Terve o E-
AT 3T 0 A
TeeEE Tnviite aFEs =i A
T A P S FAIFEE A, B
g watferE e owm wfie,
AT ¢ sifen | (uAre I AdiEe
A & RIS TE8 SR 3 SO
T Ty S o S iy
FE | T ARG & (=TT T W LN A =
&8 P WA, = wfyem fafse  labour standdrds in order to
AT AFMTNE TES TEF S wars  achieve a leading position in
T3 « frm @A fevs 13 g ey the global market. bl
=T m\.ﬂm ﬁmm\qml HBadd.ﬁdthﬂleﬁm
TERE W0 WRGeTeq Adwo wprree  ust be conducted folluti.:-
Y EAE G TE W m Al ing the standards set by the
i International Labour Organ-
_____ ization {[LO) and the Euro-
pean Union (El7), ensuring
fair wages, health protec-
tion, and workplace safety
feeifE 74| 12 A WETEE for all workers. !
mﬁm,ummw The evenl was organ-
wa0s oA | Fraaa e e == ized under the ‘Good Work-
b bie s e ki TR U ing Conditions in Tanneries
= W(BT atfa e e #90% (GOTAN) project by the
= wReE ACTA, 4 403 A4 TA% Department of Inspection
Ao €9z Pfae<ETE  FAE-IR for Factories and Establish-
qeT @ G WF (BRYIT 98 ments (DIFE),
Firerreys =9 w3 FeEe o9 @MHT The Secretary also not-
Be8 oo @EmeR & Al ed that one ufﬂwmg:
TR AR @a: dtaety SEH strengths of Bangladesh's
Grarrmta wAe et e T9|

fulfilling its legal responsi-
bilities to ensure effective
-management and a just work
environment in the sector,
Ulrich Kleppmann, head
of development cooperation
af the German Embassy, high-
~ lighted Germany’s continued
support for Bangladesh’s devel-
opment over the past five dec-

The welcome address
was delivered by Md Matiur
Rahman, deputy inspector
general of DIFE and Director
of the GOTAN project.
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THE number of United
States Green Building Coun-
cil (USGEIS] Leadership in
Energy an Enviro
Design (LEED) certified fac-
tories reached 253, as three
new factory units recently
achieved the certification.
Of the 253 green facto-
ries, 105 gre platinum-rated,
132 are gold-rated, 12 are
ted, and four . are
certified factories, avcording

L W July,  Tangal-

ipased Comfit Rainbow
Dyeing and Finishing Lid.
obtained a gold certificate,

under the LEED O+M: Fx-

to the Bangladesh Apparel

Moreover, the Habiganj-
based two factory units,
ited Units 1 and 2, also
achieved a silver certificate
under the 1LEED BD+C:

New Construction v4 rating -

system. Both factory units
obtained a score of 58.

So far, 68 of the world’s
top 100 LEED factories, in-
cluding nine of the top 10
and 18 of the top 20, are in

h.
This success is expected

to attract new investment —

and partnorships, reinforc-
ing Bangladesh’s position as

ﬂtﬁ%‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁwaﬁm

oo (Rew Bhe

—

a;slgstam' able manufacturing
hub.

According to industry in-
siders, a total of 550 factories
were awaiting the USGBC's
LEED certification.

The factories of Bangla-
desh have been ini
the LEED certificate since
2011.

The USGBC honours
factories based on several
criteria: transformation per-
formance, energy, water and

BGMEA, said that as the

world increasingly priori-

tised ESG performance and
sustainability in supply

chains, this milestone en--

hanced the country’s global
image.

According to apparel
manufacturers, the maove
towards green faclory
buildings helped regain
Bangladeshys image after the
Rana Plaza tragedy, which
claimed 1,134 lives and left
more than 2,000 injured.

obtaining

SETCAT AT |

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025,
ing. _ Waste management. The

best performers are rated
platinum, followed by gold
and silver.

According to industry in-
siders, these criteria enable
green factaries to significant-
ly reduce operational costs
over time, even though they
may initially incur higher
setup costs.

Mohiuddin Rubel, man-
aging director of Bangla-
desh Apparel Exchange

-nd former director of the

ob |
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THE export of readymade
garments from Bangladesh
to the European Union ex-
perienced robust growth of
17.8 per cent to $8.97 billion
in the first five months of
this year, according to

stat, the statistical office of
the EU.

The earnings from the
EU, the largest export des-
tination ol Bangladeshi ex-
porters, were $7.61 billion
in the January-May period
of 2024,

Knitwear remained the
counfry’s leading product
mtagory increasing 20.2 per
cent to $5.18 billion, while

Al

woven exporls grew by 14.9
per cent to $3.79 billion.

During this five-month

stretch, Bangladesh also
outperformed China in knit-
wear shipments to the EUL

However, the RMG export
witnessed a sharp decline of
' 10:5 per cent to §1.43 billion
in a single month of May of
Yhis year, which was $1.59
billion in the same month of
2024.

According to the Eurostat
data, the region imported
RMG items worth $36.82
billion in January-May of
2025, which was 12.3 per
cent higher than $32.79 bil-
lion in the same period of
2024.

During the period, knit-

BIR - (191 52 SHiaE 389
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adesh’s apparel”
exports to the EU rise
in January-May

wear imporis increased by
14.7 per cent to $18.44 bil-
lion, while woven apparel
grew by 10 per cent0 $18.38

billion from the region.

The single-month drop
of Bangladesh in May 2025
contrasted with the robust
growth seen earlier in the
year, including a remarkable
60.8 per cent surge in January.

Industry insiders said
that the decline might be
due to inventory " adjust-
ments or a softening in de-
mand for Bangladeshi gar-
maents across EU markets,

Among the other notable
players, China, the E1T's larg-
est apparel supplier, contin-
ued its recovery, with total

‘exports rising 17.1 per cent

vear-on-vear to $9.04 billion
in the January-May period.
Knitwear exports led the
growth, increasing by 24.3
per cent to $4.67 billion,

wh.liewownaxpcu'lsmse'-

by 10.4 per cent to $4.37 bil-
lion.

India, meanwhile, posted.
the highest growth among
top suppliers, witnessed a
19,1 per cent year-on-year
growth to $2.38 billion in
the first five months of 2025.

This consistent mumhly
perfnrmma underscores

India’s growing appanl as a

; diversified sourcing destina-

tion.for EU buyers.

Vietnam's apparel exports
to the EU increased 15.7 per
cent to $1.69 billion during
the January-May period.

Pakistan posted a 20 per
cent rise in exports, reaching
$1.63 billion, with knitwear
and woven apparel growing
by 20.5 per cent and 19.6 per
cent respectively.

Cambodia anw the fastest
growth, with exp
303percentto$1 77 bil-
lion.

In contrast, 'Ihrkﬁy]iﬁwas
the major supplier to
ragm'::*lya decline in the first

five months of the year.

Its apparel exports to the
EU fell by 5.8 per cent to
$3.59 billion, reflecting pos-
gible supply-side constraints
or waakening demand for
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‘Most probably, the holi-
days of Eid-ul-Fitr affected
the expert of May. We are
in good position at EU and
"hopefukly we could sustain

it,’ he added.

He also stated that the fac-
tories are receiving sufficient
purchase orders, which sug-
gests promising potential for
the coming years.

‘Even we are optimistic
about US market despite
tariff slam,’ he added, saying
that the buyers have trust
on Bangladesh's efficiency,

_ capacity, and ethical manu-
facturi

Inwlzn(%zé Bangladesh ex-
ported RMG items worth

$109.77 bilion, up from _

| . e 3 Wﬂﬁwmmmwa

" | o $18.85 billion in 2023, ac-
: O3 cording to Eurostat data.
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July 23, 2025

glﬁp -breaking industry slows :

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh's ship-breaking industry
is facing significant headwinds, with
imports of scrapped vessels plunging
by 36 per centin the first half of
2025.

The setback is largely due to new
regulatory requirements, delayed
clearances, and procedural
complications under a stricter global
compliance framework.

The country imported atotal of 57
end-of-life ships during the January-
June period this year, down from 89
shipsin the same period of 2024,
according to data released Monday by
the NGO Shipbreaking Platform
(NSP), a global coalition advocating
for safer and greener dismantling
practices

It noted that the downturn comes as
Bangladesh transitions into

compliance with the Hong Kong

Convention (HKC), which officially
took effect on June 26, 2025.

Annual data also reflects a broader
slowdown. Bangladesh dismantlied
130 vessels in 2024, compared to 170
in2023,122in 2022, and 254 in 2021.
The number stood at 144 in 2020,
236in2019,and 185in 2018.
Globally, India brought in 49
scrapped ships in the first half of
2025, Turkey 35, the European Union
14, and Pakistan eight. China, which
had been a major ship-recycling
destinatign, dismantled none during
this period,

Industry insiders blame the sharp
drop on the absence of DASR
(Document of Authorization to
Conduct Ship Recycling), which is now
mandatery under the HKC regime,
The government has yet to finalise
the necessary criteria for issuing
DASR, making it impossible for local

~yards toimport vessels legally.

"We're unable to bring in ships
because no yard has been issued the
required DASR yet," said Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, adviser to the Bangladesh
Ship Breakers and Recyclers
Association (BSBRA).

"Without it, no import is permitted
under the Hong Kong Convention
that Bangladesh has ratified."
Ahmed added that ship-breakers are
now facing multiple bureaucratic
hurdles, including prolonged delays in
obtaining environmental clearance
and other approvals.

"No Objection Certificates (NoC) have
not been issued since March. The
industry's reclassification from
‘orange’ to 'red’ has only increased
paperwark and waiting times."

He claimed that it now takes an
additional one and a half to two
months to get the necessary

as

are financially hurting yard owners
and discouraging new investment in
the sector," he said.

Despite the current slump, Ahmed
noted progress in environmental
compliance, stating that 14 ship-
breaking yards have achieved "green
yard" status, and about a dozen more
are in the process of upgrading.
"Safety and compliance have
significantly improved over the
years,'" he asserted.

Responding to the situation, ASM
Shafiul Alam, director general of the
Ship Recycling Board under the
Ministry of Industries, said that the
board recently received final approval
from the ministry and expects to
complete regulatory groundwark
"within a week."

Sources confirmed that the Ship
Recycling Board, formed under the
Ship Recycling Act 2018, had
remained largely non-functional due
to bureaucratic delays.

It is now becoming operational with
the mandate to provide one-stop
services for over two dozen permits
and licences, including import
clearance and ship-cutting
permission. -

According to NSP, seven Bangladeshi
yards have so far obtained
Statements of Compliance (SoC) with
the Heng Kong Convention.
However, the establishment of a TSDF
(Treatment, Storage and Disposal
Facility)-a key environmental
safeguard-is still pending. The
absence of such a facility, the
platform warns, continues to
contribute to pollution in coastal
areas.

The NGO urged the Ship Recycling
Board not to focus solely on easing
business processes but also to
prioritise environmental and worker
safety, given the industry's long
history of environmental harm and

permissions todismantle a shipafter "human rights concerns.

it's beached, "These complications

Ship-breaking remains a
vital component of
Bangladesh's economy,
supplying raw materials to
the country's steel and light-
engineering sectors.
Although there are about 150
shipyards in the country,
only 25 to 30 are currently
operational, according to
industry insiders.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Protecting the
shipbreaking industry

_There is no denying that Bangladesh's shipbreaking sector is now past its prime as

. itstruggles on multiple fronts to keep itself sustainable. The headwinds it is facing
have to do with regulatory and compliance issues as well as a slump in ship
recycling business globally, Given the sector’s notoriety as an environment
polluter, a source of substances harmful to human health as well as ecology and its
disregard for workers' safety, it is hardly surprising that the sector has long been in
the crosshairs of the local and international rights groups and environmental
lobbies. Classified Red by the Department of Environment (DoE) in 2007 and then
reclassified back to Orange Bin 2021, the sector needs to fast-track its efforts to
meet the conditions of regulatory authorities concerned.
So, to remain in business, the ship recycling yards in Bangladesh have to go green
as required by the Hong Kong Convention (HKC), which the country ratified in June
2023 and it (ratification) came into force on Jene 26, 2025 so that safe and
environmentally sound ship recycling practices could be ensured. But due to
procedural delays in getting the necessary clearances at home, thanks to the tardy
bureaucracy, the country runs the risk of losing its competitive edge in the
international shipbreaking market. Though the country's ship-breaking yards
began their green transitioning since 2017 when one of the ship recycling yards got
the . uired inr::rnational certification, yet the process has remained rather slow,
according to the Bangladesh Ship Breakers and Recyclers Associati _ =
That iswhy, so far onlyseven ship recycling yards could obta |in g'tatement of

: Compliance (SoC) tt_fn:um(HI(c says the NGO
y Shipbreaking Platform (NSP), an

The faster the country’s international body for greener and safer

. . ship dismantling practices.
shlpbrmkmg ym turn Butunless, the g‘l?pbreaﬁ yards get the
green, the better will be necessary compliance certification from

' th th HKC, the local com pahnies f‘:'l Il not be able
eir rosp grow to import the scrap ships for recycling.
p B:L't o gre Reports have it that local shipbreakers
and, again, become @  bought only57 scrap ships bevmn
: . January and June of this year is36
thriving industry as before r cent less than the number of end-of -
ife ships imported during the same period
last year (2024) at 89. Such downturn s
bad news not only for the local shipbreaking industry which once led the world
with the highest number of scrap ship dismantled in 2021 at 254, it also means loss
of livelihoods of those employed in this sector which according to an estimate
numbered 40,000 workers and families dependent on them. The shipbreaking
industry's decline is not a matter of highs and lows that happens in every type of
business. On the contrary, it is a structural one, think some experts. Multiple global
factors are also to blame for this including the Russia-Ukraine war that beganin
2022 followed by the Red Sea crisis (starting in 2024) disrupting global shipping
routes and supply chains. '
All this has led to an emergency with the demand for additional shipping capacity.
As a result, globally, the shipbreaking sector has fewer old ships earmarked for
demolition. As expected, the global decline in the shipbreaking industry has
threatened the viability of the domestic ship recycling sector, too. Some yards
have reportedly shut down their operations. Under the prevailing circumstances,
the government should expedite its work of issuing DASR (Document of
Authorization to Conduct Ship Recycling (DASR), which is mandatory under HKC,
towhich Bangladesh is a party. Local industryinsiders view the lack of DASR a
barrier to their importing scrap hips for demolition. So, the faster the country's
shipbreaking yards turn green, the better wil| be their prospect of growth and,
again, become a thriving industry as before.
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/ Pomestlc workers still
‘invisible’ in labour laws

Speakers tell conference: call for legal recognition, protections

STAFF CORRES NDENT

m“- &dﬂf Sdm'im 124 of the Labour
While domestic workers support ; Wit Bbous e
e couneys conomy and soc protcion, ity s s
e thitles recine exchuded] foom : T fustice are not optional,” she said.
formal labour protections and NH Ku;?:mga?hwfm?;mn;‘:}rd;?}gg

social entitlements, said speakers
at a conference yesterday,
Theycalled for legal recognition,
social protection, and sysLemic
reforms Lo ensure the rights and

the opening session, said the
movement for domestic workers’
recognition has been ing for
decades. “These mm not
new. What is new is our resolve

LRECOMMENDATIONS |

©» Recognise domestic workers

digﬁ? ‘;fe,‘;?m‘“““‘ b under Labour Act Lo ensure that they are no lon
: came at “The Eeas T N ignored " he added Ber
pnm:::suc mfgrkqm' Conlference ©» Set up complaint desks at Kha cfija i
51?25 : lEL[d at Parjatan Bhaban in labour offices programme Dfﬁcerleg[ 0o x‘?a‘gm;;
e capi — et
; . : Bangladesh, shared insights fro
Sramik — e T Ors In Bang
Sholg:;jer Ke?fv?mmmxm O Translate labour laws into (EWCSA)" project, which has
SOHAY, Ashar Alo Society, and Xk o] e 45000, informal
; e — Tl sl b e, workers,  including
g:;“‘““ 3 ;“ collaboration with ©» Conduct survey to create domestic wndlii-s e
{’(“AMP;IEEJH or Popular Education domcmﬁ‘dﬂhbiﬂ She said the project aims to
: _ build leadership among informal
Rasheda K  Chowdhury, in legal and policy frameworks. workers and egsure their voices |,

executive director of CAMPE, said “We must develop provisions

; e are heard in i i i
domestic workers remain invisible for out-ofcourt  settiements policy discussions

Domestic workers still ‘invisible’

FROM PAGE 3
both nationally and globally.

She said advocacy elforts
had led the Labour Reform
Commission to include

domestic workers in its

draft endations.
They called for

a joint the

Bureau of Statistics and
the Ministrv of Labour Lo
create a national database
of domestic workers.

AHM Sha )
secretary of the Ministry of
Labour and Employment,
said the draft law on
domestic workers has
been revised to remove
exclusionary language.

He said- the government
would soon ratify ILO
Conventions. 155, 187,

- angd 190, which focus on
occupational safety and

protection from gender-
based violence.

Shireen Pervin Hug,
founder of Naripokkho and
head of Women's Affairs
Reform Commission,
shared a set of 433 policy
propuosals addressing
women's labour rights.

These include full legal
coverage for domestic and
sex workers, increased
access to daycare, and paid
parental leave.

“This is a historic
- opportunity,” she said.
“Even during an interim
government, reforms
can proceed through a
presidential ordinance.”

At  the conference,
domestic worker leaders
Feroza Begum and Ruma
Akhter presented a joint
declaration with several

demands.

The demands included —
inclusion under the Labour
Act with repeal ol Section
49; ADR provisions under
Section 124 and complaint
desks at labour institutions:
amendment of Section
332 to prevent abuse of
women domestic workers;
application of labour law
in accessible language;
national pensions,
maternity benefis, and
welfare coverage; education
for children of domestic
workers, including stipends
and  higher. education
access; low-cost housing
and daycare  services for
working mothers; and legal
recognition as employed i
women, with clear
definitions of emplayers
and contracts.

L
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PP
rise to $7.3b in a decade

United News of Bangladesh -
Dhaka
BANGLADESH'S  apparel

export to the USA market
increased to § 7.34 billion
from $ 5.4 billion in a dec-
ade, according to the US
Government Office of Tex-
tiles and Apparel (OTEXA).

The report revealed, ap-
parel imports from Bang-
ladesh to'the USA in 2015
were valued at $ 540 bil-
lion, rising to $ 7.34 billion
by 2024, reflecting & notable
35.94 percent growth over
the same period.

While experiencing a pos-
iuve trajectory until 2019,
? the emergence of Covid led
lo an 11.76 per cent decline
in 2020 ($5.92 billion was in

2019 and $5.22 billion was
in 2020),
Since 2020, Bangladesh

‘has  shown  impressive

growth at 40,45 per cent,
surpassing the USA's growth
rate of 23.72 per cent, ac-
cording to the report.

The OTEXA stated
that in 2015, apparel im-
ports to the USA totalled
$85.16 billion, decreasing
to $79.26 billion by 2024,
marking a 6.94 per cent de-
cline over the decade.

The trend was consist-
ently positive until 20189,
but with the onset of Cov-
id, a significant 23.47 per
cent drop was observed in
2020 ($83.70 billion was
in 2019 and $64.06 billion
was in 2020).

Despite the USA showing
signs of recovery post-COV-
D, the economic downiurn
was substantial, failing to
meet the import of 2015
even in 2024.

During US recessions,
consumer spending reduc-
tions notably impact cloth-

ing expenditures, reflecting
broader economic shifts im-

pacting the apparel market.
With the USA retail
sector heavily reliant on
imports (comprising 895
percent of the industry),
challenges such as high tar-
iffs (averaging 18.5 per cent

pre-Trump era), escalating

[ex |

freight costs, and short ap-
parel market lifespans have
hindered integration into
supply chains.
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The Bally Star
Malaysia may

recruit up to
40k workers

next year

Says Asif Nazrul
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

: Mala.ys:a is acpmed to
recruit a maximum of
30,000 to 40,000 workers
from Bangladesh over the
next vear, said Asif' Nazrul,
adviser to the Ministry of

Expatriates’ Welfare and =

Overseas Employment.

, He made the remark
wqterday at a seminar
tiled “lapan’s Labour
Market: Opportunities and
Challenges”, organised
by the ministry at the
International Mother
Language Institute in
Dhaka,

“There is a lot of hype
that Malaysia will take
1 to 12 million workers
from Bangladesh. ['ve just
returned from there. In
reality, Malaysia will take.
no more than 30,000 to
40,000 workers over the
next year," said Nazrul.

“The previous
government had signed an
agreement with Malaysia
- under which they agreed to
provide a list of recruiting
agencies, and Malaysia
would select from them.
This is a formal agreement
between the two parties -
" what we call a ‘syndicate’.
Now that we've taken
over, everyone. is saying
the syndicate system must
be abolished,” said the
adviser.

“But to do that, we need
to amend the agreement.”
We can't force Malaysia to
change it. If they refuse,
we have iwo oplions:
follow their terms and
send workers  through
25, 50, or 100 agencies,
or stop sending workers
ahngelher he said.

“It I send workers

the  existing
smdicate. I'll be accused

ﬂ«ﬁrmm
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Malaysia may recruit up to 40k workers

of being a part of it. But
if T don't send anyone,
40,000 workers will miss
out, and Malaysia will
remember that: This could
affect up to two lakh
families in the
he added.
JAPAN LABOUR
MARKET

Speaking about Japan,

the -adviser said there
is ‘a strong demand for-

workers, bur Bangladesh

currently lacks the skilled

workforce to meet that
demand. ! ¢

“We have unskilled
workers, many of whom are
learning Japanese, but they
are not vet fully prepared.
The solution is to upskill
them according to Japan’s
needs,” he said.

“We have established a
‘Japan Cell’ with plans for
a dedicated website," he

long rfun,”

added: -

“In the case of Japan,
we are removing @ all
intermediary processes
on our end. We are also
considering public-private
partnerships 0  train
workers,” said Nazrul.

“We're asking Japanese
entrepreneurs to take over
our Technical Training
Centers (TTCS) - bring
their ‘experts and train

20 HEp 280%
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Siddique, chief advisers  JPIEI PA

special
international
said fake certificates and
bank statements are a
major reason  behind
visa complications for
Bangladeshi migrants,
“Many of our workers
think geoing abroad is the
only goal, even if it means

envoy - on

affairs, TR IS FFE 0N

TEANG (PN

ARIAETTIR

using fake documents and ﬁ%%'}\g _I E\IT

lacking proper skills. This
mindset is creating visa
issues in many countries,”
he said.

“Getling a -visa
appointment for Japan is
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Why Bangladesh

lagging behind in skilled
migration to Japan

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Despite Japan's interest in recruiting up to
100,000 skilled Bangladeshi workers over
the next five years, Bangladesh continues
to lag far behind Nepal in sending workers
to the East Asian nation.

While Nepal sent 56,707 workers to Ja-
pan last year, Bangladesh managed only
3,574 — about 16 times fewer, according to
data from the Ministry of Expatriates’ Wel-
fare and Overseas Employment,

In previous years too, the dispar
ity remained stark. Nepal dispatched over
42,000 and 36,000 workers in 2022 and
2023 respectively, while Bﬂngladesh sent
just over 5,000 in both the years, =

Sector insiders say the shortage of ad-
equately skilled workers is the primary
reason Bangladesh has fallen behind.

Asif Nazrul, expatriates’ welfare and
overseas employment adviser, also voiced
similar concerns while speaking as the
chief guest at a seminar fitled “New La-

SKILLS

JAPAN WANTS
WORKERS,
BANGLADESH
LACKS THE

bour Market in Japan: Opportunities and
Challenges” yesterday.

He said while there is demand for work-
ers, Bangladesh often faces challenges in
meeting the required skill levels, stressing
that meeting Japan's labour market de-
mands requires targeted training.

“Most of eur workers are unskilled,
While many are learning Japanese, they
still fall short of the necessary standards.
The only solution is to train workers based
on Japan’s labour needs,” he told the sem-
inar organised by the expatriates® welfare
ministry at the International Mother Lan-
guage [nstitute auditorium.

He pointed out that although migration
costs for Japan and Saudi Arabia are nearly
the same ~ around Tké to Tky lakh — most
Bangladeshi workers prefer the Middle
East, where no special skills are needed,
despite Japan offering significantly higher
salaries.

To bridge the gap, the government has

. setup a dedicated Japan cell and is prepar-
ing to launch a specialised wehsite soon,

the adviser said, adding that public-pri-

b Japan needs 1.2 crore
workers over the next

15 years

p The country aims to hire 1
lakh Bangladeshi workers
in the next 5 years

vate partnerships are also being explored
to enhance and modernise training pro-
arammes,

“We are encouraging Japanese com-
panies to manage our Technical Training
Centres (TTCs). For instance, the Mano-
hardi TTC has already been handed over
to a Japanese partner, instructing them fo -
develop it as they see fit,” Nazrul said.

Japan's commitment, MoUs

Other ‘speakers at the seminar also dis-
cussed ways to tap into the potential of
the Japanese labour market, referring to
the signed MoUs with Japan and the coun-
try's plan to recruit 100,000 workers from
Bangladesh.

During the recent visit of Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus to Japan, two Mols
were signed to formalise labour migration
from Bangladesh.

The first MoU was between BMET (Bu-
reau of Manpower Employment and Train-
ing) and Kaicom Dream Street (KDS), a Ja-
pan-Bangladesh joint venture, The second

was between BMET, | SEE PAGE4 COL S
» Bangladesh lags behind
- Nepalin worker deployment:
Nepal Bangladeah
m un 15
022 2284 5,185
20231 36,943 5239
2024 56,707 LT/ S
Source: Expat ministry
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Low-skilled Saudi jobs getting tougher for
Bangladeshis amid mandatory certiﬁcation

wages of Bangladeshi workers, rais-
lng concerns among recruiters and
MIGRATION - BANGLADESH migrant rights advocates.

TREND OF OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT FHUM BAHEL!BESH TﬂP DESTEHATII]HS FOR BANGLADESHI WORKER! Sail heabl 5 the aegeit 0
KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

In lakh in Jun 2025 tination for Bangladeshi workers,
Securing low-skilled but high- 15— —ed _ o Sl s R &

where over 30 lakh Bangladeshis are
demand jobs such as cleaners and Saudi Arabi; currently working, according to ar
loading-unloading workers in Saudi

64504 unofficial estimate.
Arahia has become increasingly dif- 70.3% Currently, most of the major la
ficult for Bangladeshis, as the Gulf

hour destinations like UAE, Oman,
nation decided to include these roles Bahmain, and Malapsia have lugel
under its Skill Verification Program

closed their doors to Bangladesh
(SVP) certification process. workers except for Saudi Arabia.
These two job categories account

l{myzsian Others
1,405

1.5%
Ko
2629 |

In mid-2023, the Saudi authority

Total overseas | launched SVP to hire Bangladesh

for nearly 50-60% of total Saudi- employment
: workers in five sectors — plumber
bound employment from Bangla- 91,734 % electrician, welder, refrigeration;/ai
desh, according to the Bureau Iof ; E’ conditioning technician, and auto
Mal::powe.-lzl. Employment and Train- 21 mobile electrician.
ing (BMET). 2 In the last two i
years, it has ex
Recently, the Saudi Embassy in 00 i panded to 71 trades, and is expecteq
Dhaka halted issuance of visas for 8

these roles without SVP certification.
The enforcement has already started
creating backlogs and sector insiders
now fear that the largest labour mar-

' loaders, within the coming months
1 BMET sources said.
According to Bangladesh Asso

g to cover 73, including cleaners and

ket for Bangladeshis may shrink due Skill certification going | Saudiembassy in Around 80,000 Around 50%:-60% Salary not Salary ranges from Ciﬂmml of Ln_temi{liunal Reﬁmmrg
to the new requirement. to be mandatory for i Dhaka not issuing to 90,000 job | of Saudi-bound i increased despite | Tk25,000to ggent:les_ (Ba”a)fi"ﬂmf;;’ ‘ﬁ" 5; .
Moreover, although the certifica- cleaners, loading- visas without demands create | 5 € il mandatory skill Tk30,000 per month l:dni:fgg“emem e
tion is now required, there has been unloading workers certification backlogs i sk jobs i certification | for low-skilled jobs
no corresponding increase in the
g b P To
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
estimated 80,000-90,000 visa re-
quests pending at the Saudi Embas-
sy in Dhaka.

©  BMET data shows that the num-
ber of Saudi-bound workers de-
creased to 64,504 in June, which is
around 5,000 less than the previous
month.

However, at the request of the ex-
patriate welfare ministry, the Saudi
Embassy agreed to issue visas for
loading-unloading workers without
certificates until 20 July this vear,

‘which was made mandatory two
weeks back, a top official of BMET
told The Business Standard.

The cleaners’ category may get a
grace period of a few more months.

Another BMET official told TBS
that expatriate welfare adviser Asif
Nazrul has already sent a letter to
the Saudi authority requesting re-
laxation of mandatory certification
for cleaners and loading-unloading
workers.

Industry concerns

Talking to the TBS on Thursday, Md
Salah Uddin, director of Training Op-
erations at BMET, said, “We are facing

meetings with recruiting agencies
on this issue. Several agencies are
in trouble as visa issuance for these
trades has suddenly stopped - be-
cause no one can go without an as-
sessment.” ;

“We also don’t support making
certification mandatory for cleaners
or loaders-unloaders. While certifi-
cation is a good initiative, enforcing
it in this way will prevent many cate-
gorles of workers from going abroad.
Not everyone will be able to pass the
test, and the market will shrink,” he
added.

Explaining the process, he said,
“Currently, they are required to take
a computer-based written exam, fol-
lowed by a practical test to assess

- their cleaning skills. But we haven't
been able to start this yet.”

He further noted, “It would be
better if the computer test could be
skipped for these trades. It's too dif-
ficult for them. If they could be certi-
fied based solely on practical exams,
that would be more appropriate.”

" “Sich  initatives make sense’

when it comes. to skill develop-
ment. But for loading-unloading,
physical fitness should be enough.
The sudden change has made
it difficult for us,” he said.

Back!osqfﬂlmnds of

aspirants :

Kafil Uddin Majumder, proprietor of
Freedom Overseas, told TBS, “Most of
those who go under general worker
visas end up doing cleaning or load-
ing-unloading. Suddenly including
them under the training requirement
has created chaos. Many have al-
ready done medicals, which are now
at risk of expiring.”

“Just two days ago, the Saudi Em-
bassy issued a declaration that pass-
ports for those whaose MOFA (data
entry on Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs portal) was done by 19
June will be accepted by the embassy
today [Thursday], But the embassy
hasn’t made any decision yet about
those who are still in the pipeline,”
he added.

“Every day, around 2,500 t0 3,000
passports are submitted to the em-
bassy. Even if 20% of these belong to
the two newly affected categories, the
backlog is huge. My company alone
has nearly 100 workers caught in the
backlog,” he further explained.

How BMET is

To accommodate the SVP, initially
BMET has launched skill verification
assessments for the loading-unload-
ing trade in nine technical training
centres (TTCs) across the country.

The trade will later be rolled out to
20 TTCs after Saudi authorities visit
and approve the facilities under the
Skill Verification Program (SVP).

“Our monthly target is to assess
30,000 workers in loading-unload-
ing and 5,000 in cleaning. Combined
with other skills, we aim to bring at
least 40,000 workers under Takamol
each month,” BMET Training Opera-
tions Director Salah Uddin told TBS.

In the past year, around 27,000
workers have been assessed under
the SVP, of whom 21,000, around
73%, have passed and gone to Saudi
Arabia, according to BMET data.

The assessment typically takes
place after 75% of the migration pro-
cess is completed. Only when the em-
ployer confirms the job placement,
and the demand letter is approved,
does the candidate sit for the test.

Under the Takamol system, work-
ers must register, take an online
exam, and obtain a skill certificate
valid for five years. The registration
fee is $50. ' While it was initislly an-
nounced that SVP would bear this
cost, it is now being paid by the mi-
grant workers themselves.

Candidates must complete the
registration online by paying the fee,

after which they sit for the comput
er-based exam at authorised TTCs.

Salary has not increased

After signing the MoU, former Sau-
di Ambassador to Bangladesh Essa
Yussef Essa Al Duhailan had said the
SVP would facilitate the recruitment
of skilled Bangladeshi workers to
Saudi Arabia, which in turn would
boost remittance inflow and con-
tribute significantly to Bangladesh’s
economy.

However, the salary of Bangla-
deshi workers has not increased after
the imposition of the mandatory cer-
tification. Sector insiders say Bangla-
deshi workers in low-skilled jobs like
cleaners and construction workers

i eamn Tk25,000 to Tk30,000
per month in Saudi Arabia.

Shamim Ahmed Chowdhury No-
man, former Baira secretary gener-
al, told TBS, “What benefit are our
workets getting from this certificate?
They are paying fees for the test, but
their salaries haven't increased. If
their wages had at least doubled, that
would be something.”

He also criticised the govern-
ment's approach, saying, “Before
signing the MoU with Saudi Arabia,
our government should have asked
for a clear SOP. Instead, we jumped
into the process without proper nego-
tiation. Now we're not seeing any real
benefit.”

Addressing the issue of un-
changed wages, a senior BMET offi-
cial said, “We will push from the gov-
ernment level to ensure better pay.

“Once all recruitment shifts to a
government-to-government system,
there will be an opportunity to bar-
gain for higher salaries since workers
are already qualifying through the
Svp."




was regarded-as a key emerg-
ing player in the country’s
- export basket.

tor touched the milestone of
$1 billion for the first time =

However, he said, the
government must focus on
ensuring the uninterrupted
supply of gas and energy, as
well as price reductions, to
sustain export growth.

Rashed Mosharraf, execu-
tive director (sales, market-
ing, and operations) of Zaber
and Zubair Fashion Ltd, one
of the country»s most promi-
nent players in the home
textile sector, told New Age
that a significant number of
irregular orders were cleared
last year, which impacted
the exports,

‘The sector did well de-

‘If the government could
provide sufficient policy
supports, uninterrupted
gag and electricity supply,
the sector could again able
to earn 51 billion, other-
wise we may lose our com-
petitiveness to Pakistan,’ he
added.

Industry insiders = said

that home textiles was one .

of Bangladesh's first-line ex-
port sectors, with the ability
to produce bulk products,
which had also accelerated
the country’s rise to glabal
leadership.

T IN THE LAST SIX FINA

b

textiles have bounced back,
sustaining  this growth

~ throughout FY25. However,

the sector again faced nega-
tive growth in June 2025, the:

_last month of FY25,

According to the EPB-
data, in FY25, bed, kitch-
en, and toilet lines gener-
ated $409.71 million, tents
earned $226 million, rags
and scrap twine earned

™% 997,96 million. and the ro-

maining $138 million came
from other segments of the
home textiles industry.
Momtex Limited is one of
the major exporters of home

~ textile products, with 7,500
. employees and a monthly

production capacity of &
million meters.

Shahjada Rubel, head of
business at Momtex, told

in FY21 after the readymade New Age that exports expe-
garment, jute, and leather.  $1.62 billion in FY22 and the Ukraine-Russia war, the growth, the home fextile in- renced positive growth, and
In that year, the sector $1.09 billion in FY23. sector's earnings began to dustry experienced positive the factories received a sub-
earned $1.13 billion, and However, due to an ab- fall since FY23, growth in FY25. stantial number of purchase
crossed the billion club for normal hike in gas prices, Following two con- Since November 2024, orders aver the years.
the next FYs too, bagging supply interruptions, and secutive years of negative export earnings from home e
TG 1 spile the palitical transifion,
H()me tEthle ssiem Euelp?allnd energy short- ADVANCE lNCOME TAX
Continued from 81 age, and country's overall . .
e e i Textile millers
ina, a number of Chinese Mearvehils.  he o
companies shifted thei;‘ﬂpglrg- s ?lﬂlzwm\:iy s o:::il 3 f E ;
duction facilities in B - :
desh which impacted our Per centadvance income tax eaI' IOS]_‘['[
exparts’, he added. on cotton imports would se-
’ verely impact the sector.

competitiveness

Staff Correspondent

+ Mtextile millers of the coun-

try said that if the govern-
ment could not withdraw
the newly imposed 2 per
cent advance income tax im-
mediately, the sector could
lose competitiveness which
could lead to the closure of
the textile factory units.
_ They also urged the inter-
1m government to withdraw
the 2 per cent AIT on the
import of cotton by Monday.
They were speaking at a
special press conference or-
ganized by the Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association
on Saturday at the Gulshan
Club in the capital, o

Recently, the National
Board of Revenue issued
anSROimpmingangf

goods for industries includ-
ing some major items like
cotton, wheat, flour, maize,
rice, soya beans,
seeds, mustard seeds, lin-
seed, sugar, bulbs, tubers, jet
fuels, kerosene, diesel, fur-
nace oil, LPG, natural gas,
petroleum bitumen, iron ox-
ides and zinc sulphate.
The textile millers also
questioned whether the
move is designed to protect
the interests of neighboring

~Countries at the expense of

Rt T on
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. strengthen

- Continued fromB1 time when mills are already neighboring
-Bangladesh's textile in- with a severe gas

dustry. . electricity crisis.
At the event, BTMA Pres- He also urged the gov-

ident Showkat Aziz Russel ernment to engage in open
stated that with bank inter- dmlaguemththemdustry
est rates at 18 per cent and emphasizing that business

" an additional 2 per cent be- nwnmamnutad?mﬁarm

ing deducted as income tax but partners in economic

from the working capital, development.

it's becoming impaessible BTMA  vice-president

for them to continue doing Saleudh Zaman Khan said

business. that vested interest groups
He also said that' - were attempting to disman-

ing yarn from India has be- Ue the textile industry.

cumechaapetﬂmnproduc- “This is nothing short of a

ing it locally due to current deliberate attempt to destroy
regulations. : the countryss textile sector,
He also questioned headded.
whether the government BTMA director Abdullah
formulated policies to Al Mamun slated that they
neighboring are on the brink of collapse,
economies and generate em- as many [y OWIErs
ployment there, or whether have already begun looking

: worked tirelessly to to sell their units due to ex-
safeguard the interests of the isting challenges.

neighboring

e 5
this
@I}Wmmﬂ
ately withdraw the AIT, to ‘the mechanism o &dilml
xempt a specific tax of Tk AIT, he added,
.uﬁ' - Eﬁ‘“’wm"’“"’

- cot- fo their w ;

n mldmsidﬂ'& BTM ] '

g that the new naw alleging that the agen-

The governmeni never
the AIT in the last

50 years, as they didn't have

fling of Bang-
Iméllaseém::.lsn‘t

tax, u::up]ed with additional da has been in motion for
VAT burdens and teduced several years.
export incentives, comes ata

ey Ty oy My RS

‘Five to six years ago, a

‘But if we don't raise these
issues, how will they under-
stand our _ ? If crit-
icism leads to intimidation,
a time will come when even
regret won't be enough.’

Hossain Mehmood, presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Terry
Towel and Linen Manufac-
turers and Exporters As-
sociation, stated that many
textile businesses are now
considering sourcing cotton
from the US, particularly in
light of the reciprocal tariffs
imposed by the US.

‘But with this 2 per cent
AT, that pathway would be-
come economically unfeasi-
ble," he added.

.Haidér said that nnpmﬁng

2 fer cent AIT on cotton
imports would open the
munh'yasaplaygrmmdfm

foreign exporters.
‘If we see the textile policy

'uundjnandnanghdeshm

the last 20 vears, it would be
clear that Indian formulated .
policy to protect their sector-

where we formulated policy >
to hand over our sector to
the foreigners,’ he added.
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‘Bangladesh needs to accelerate green

'THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS _Sunday - July 6, 2025

transformatmn of the leather mdustrv

Leather industry i is one of the oldest industries

in Bangladesh. While the global demand for

leather and leather goods is consta ntly
increasing, the leather industry of Bangladesh i-s
‘grappling with challenges that, unless redressed
effectively, stand out as hurdles for the sector to
unlock its full potential,

‘According to the global market resea rch reports
and consulting firm Fortune Business Insights,
the global leather goods market size was valued
atUSD 498.57 bilfion in 2024 and is projected to

‘grow from USD 531.07 billionin 2025 to USD

855.36 billion by 2032, exhibiting a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR} of 7.05 per cent
during the forecast period.

Leather and leather goods industry of
Bangladesh is the second highest export-
earning sector after the readymade garments
(RMG) industry. Bangladesh's leatheris
acclaimed nationally and internationally for its
high-quality grain, uniform fibre structure
smooth feel and natural texture,

The leather industry of Bangladesh hasthe

advantage of abundant availability of domestic -

raw materials and low-cost laboursAs =
Bangladesh is rich in key raw materials, the
leather and leather gopds industry has the
potential to be the key sector for export -
diversification.

Previously exports depended mainly on wet blue
leather. However, processed leatherand =
finished leather products can add up to 90 per
cent value to leather goods. In recent years,

total export of raw hides, skins, and leather
shows a downward trend. On the other hand,
total export of merchandise made of leather is |
observed to have an increasing trend, signa Ilng
ashift toward higher-value products.

According to the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB)
data, total leather exparts between July 2024
and May 2025 amounted to1,057.82 million US
dollars, an increase of 12,55 per cent aver the

: Bangladesh needs to aceelemte green tran.sfﬂrmatmn qf tanneries, develap
integrated neavorkfor raw material collection and preservation and engage
~ in public-private collaboration for skills development and green ﬁnance '

to achteve sustamable export growth in the post LDC‘ era

. same period of the previous fiscal year. Leather

footwear exports have demonstrated significant

‘success, According to the World Footwear 2024
| Yearbook, Bangladesh has emerged as one of
. the world's top 10 footwear producers over the

past decade.

 Export receipts from leather footwear stood at

545.35 million US dollars during the first ten

. months of FY25, showing 26,08 per cent rise..

On the contrary leather goods exports between
July 2024 and March 2025 fell by 6.11 per cent to

. 256.44 million US dollars, and finished leather
exports fell by 6.29 per :ent to 99.40 million US

dollars, on a comparable basis to the same

| munt_hs of the previous fiscal year.

Bangladesh accounts for about 3.5 per cent of
the total rawhide produced giobaily However,
despite ample supply of domestic raw materials
the leather and leather goods industry '
contributes nearly & per cent of the country's
total exports. The RMG industry, despite
significant reliance oniimported raw materials
on the other hand, contributes 80 per cent to
Bangladesh's total export eemings. Main
restraints to industry performance uf the
leather sector include issues suchas
fragmentation in the sector; inefficient

- procurement, preservation and processing

system of rawhide and animal skins; water

wri tﬂS

T 1 M Nurul Kabir

pollution and health _éefély :nmj: liance lss'u-es,'
and inadequate finance.

Bangladesh's total supply of rawhide and skins |

is around 20 million units per year, of which
about 50 per cent comes during the main
sacrificial festival Eid-ul-Adha, In absence of an
integrated network for collectingand
preserving rawhides the procurement,
preservation and processing system is
fragmented and irregular,

Seasonal traders, brokers and wholesalers buy
rawhides on the basis of average size. Rawhide
is treated with salt for preservation, Workers
involved in applying salt lack proper knowledge

- about preservation, and so, skin quality declines

and skins are often permanemly damaged.
Morewer per unit preservation cost of

: geatfshup skin is higher than the selling price
 that the traders get. Local collectors and
. seasonal traders have been discarding

goat/sheep skins along roadsides during Eid-ul-

.. Adha, Such inability to sell bovine hides
. ‘represents financial loss for the traders and a
- missed eppol‘timityfor theleather industry.
- Tanners buy salt-cured rawhides from the
. wholesalers at per square foot price, There are

200 tanneries and 3500 small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) producing blue wet leather,
crust leather and finished leather from

- rawhides. According to the Bangladesh

_ leather every year, of which 56 per cent
. comprise cowhides, 30 per cent goat/sheep

Investment Development Authority (BIDA),
Bangladesh produces 350 million square feet of |

hides and skins and 14 per cent buffalo skins. Of |
the total leather produced 20 to 25 percentis |
used to meet domestic demand and 75 to 80 per
cent is exported.

To _Enal;l le compliance in the leather industry

and to prevent pollution of the Buriganga river, |
all the tanneries were refocated from
Hazaribagh to the BSCIC Tannery Industrial
Estate in Savar, However, the central effluent |
treatment plant (CETP) has stillnot been made
fully operational and there is no permanent
arrangement for a solid waste disposal site or
dumping yard. The result is growing pollution in |
the Dhaleshwari river. Work enviranment in
tanneries is very dirty due to poor management |
of waste, Most tanneries do not follow the basic

health compliance guidelines.

The government is urging the tannery owners
to establish their own effluent treatment plant
(ETP). According to reports, so far six
companies have been given permission to build
ETP of their own and another eightto10 |
tanneries are in the process of getting approval.
However, most SMEs do not have funds to
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Textile millers delay release of
imported cotton over 2pc AIT

Port congestion looms

JASIM UDDIN

Textile mill owners show reluctance to release their
imported cotton from ports, raising concerns about
potential container congestion, which could Further
disrupt operations at major ports, including

Chattogram and Beanpole, according to industry

insiders,

They also said the government has imposed a 2 per
. cent advance income tax (AIT) on the import of raw
cotton, which would significantly impact their
capital.

In light of this, none of the large mill owners is
interested in releasing their basic raw materials,
To discuss the impacts of the newly-imposed AIT,
Finance Adviser Dr Salehuddin Ahmed held a
meeting with textile millers and apparel sector
leaders at his office on Monday afternoon,
National Board of Revenue (NBR) Chairman Md
Abdur Rahman Khan was present there along with
Income Tax Policy Member AKM Badiul Alam.
During the meeting, the finance adviser asked the
NBR chairman to find a solution considering the
AlT's impact on the industry as the government
aims to make an announcement as soon as
possible, according to sources.

Md Nurul Islam, founder of Bangladesh's largest
textile mill under Noman Group, told The Financial
Express they are not releasing any cotton from the

port.
He said they import huge quantities of catton every
month.

Noman Group's annual export amounts to over $1
billion.

Envoy Textiles Founder Chairman Kutubuddin
Ahmed told The Financial Express he is worried
about the new AIT.

He'said he is unable to release his cotton shipments
because of the AIT. He also said he is waiting for a
move from the government in this regard that will
bring relief,

Moreover, he said his business costs would sheot up
ifthe AIT stays.

Md Badsha Mia, managing director of Badsha
Textiles, told The Financial Express, "We have no
scope to release cotton from the port by paying

such high taxes, which will not be adjusted with the

income tax at the end of the year." Echoing
similar concerns, Saleudh Zaman Khan (Jitu),
managing director of NZ Tex Group, said cotton
imported by him is also stockpiled at the
Chattogram port, but he is unable to release it.

"If the government allows us ta release the raw
materials under an undertaking, it will be a big
relief for the industry. Otherwise, most of us will
have to pay port demurrage charges after the
expiration of the seven-day free facility."

Engineer Razeeb Haider, director of the Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA), warned that if the
government delays making a decision, it could lead
to potential container congestion, which might
further disrupt port operations after a three-day
backlog caused by the recent "complete shutdown"
programme observed by NBR officials countrywide,
A top official of Square Denims said their
commercial team is facing challenges in releasing
cotton shipments as they encountered a 2 per cent
AIT and a1 per cent customs duty (CD) during the
bill of entry submission. As a result, they are
moving slowly with the release.

At the meeting, Saleudh said, "We have to pay the
advance taxwith loans. If the government does not
remove the tax, none of us will be able to do
business."

Showkat Aziz Russell, president of the BTMA,
claimed Indian spinners are trying to dump their
varn in the Bangladeshi market by taking
advantage of various incentives provided by their
government to enhance competitiveness,

On the other hand, local spinners are under

increasing pressure due to rising gas and electricity
prices, higher interest rates, and the government's
recent decision to raise the corporate tax from 15
percent to 27.5 per cent, he explained.
Additionally, the newly-imposed 2 per cent AIT on
cotton imports is further burdening the sector, said
Russell. ;
He noted that while the government has provided
an option to adjust the AIT, itinvolves a
complicated bureaucratic process.
Despite this, the sector faces a combined tax
burden of around 67 percent due to source tax
deductions - something it has no capacity to
absorb, said the BTMA president,
"Considering the situation, we have observed that
recent policy changes seem to favour Indian millers
over local producers," he said.
"We have our own spinning and denim mills. Yet,
our textile unit's general manager is unwilling to
procure yarn from our own spinning mill because it
would increase the total production cost," he
added.
Russell urged the finance adviser to intervene by
removing the AIT and reducing the corporate tax rate
to 12 per cent - the same as the readymade garment
sector, which is set to enjoy this rate until 2028,
Square Textiles Managing Director Tapan
Chowdhury told the meeting India has highly
incentivised its domestic backward linkage industry
and this could be a threat to Bangladesh's
readymade garment (RMG) industry.
"Apparel is a labour-intensive industry. As India
has huge amounts of land, It can easily establish
factories, create jobs, and take over Bangladesh's
dominant positionin the AMG sector,"” he said.
However, he is not as much worried about the
pharmaceutical industry because it is technical,
The NBR chairman told the meeting the tax
structure was based on a misunderstanding.
"We thought traders were importing cotton and
selling it to millers for profits," he said.
"Our assumption was that if someone imports cotton
and makes a profit, he should be ahle to pay taxes.
Based on that, we estimated that Tk 8,900 million
would be collected from this item,"” he added.
newsmanjasi@gmail.com
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False promises abroad, no justice

at home: New study sheds light on
_ migrants’ perils

- ——

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

Bangladeshi migrant workers are
falling victim to false promises by re-
cruiting agents or middlemen, lead-
ing 1o severe exploitation abroad, as
a new study finds 75% of complain-
ants said they were not given job
contracts before migrating and 47%

reported not receiving work permits

in their destination countries.

Moreover, none of the migrant
workers interviewed reported receiv-
ing regular salaries, according to the
study conducted by the Ovibashi
Karmi Unnayan Programme (Okup),
a grassroots migrants’ rights organi-
sation.

Among the 53% who received
work permits, only 24% secured jobs
— few in the promised sectors - ac-
cording to the study titled “A Far Cry
from Justice for Migrants: A Critical
Analysis of Migrants’ Experiences
in the Arbitration System in Bangla-
desh”, set to be released today.

Deprived of the promised employ-
ment, many were forced te return
home empty-handed. But even after
filing complaints with the authori-
ties, most received no justice.

The study, conducted between
January 2023 and October 2024,
analysed 14 complaints filed by mi-

| grant workers and their families for

arbitration through the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Train-
ing (BMET). Of the complainants, 68
were men and 34 Were womern.

The study echoes longstanding

| concerns raised by sector insiders,

who claim that thousands of Bang-
ladeshi workers have been denied
promised jobs and work permits in
the post-Covid period, particularly
in the Middle East, with Saudi Arabia
being the main destination.

It also highlights widespread ex-
ploitation, including physical abuse
— 4% of fernale respondents reported
experiencing regular physical and psy-
chological violence.

According to the Bureau of Man-
power, Employment and Training
(BMET), Bangladesh sent around

45 lakh workers abroad between
2021 and June 2025, with nearly Fo%
heading to Saudi Arabia.

“Oyur workers are spending large

sums to go abroad, but many aren k 3

MIGRANTS EXPLOITED ABROAD, DENIED JUSTICE AT HUME

3 i i Keyﬁndingsfmmtheﬂkupstudy GJanuaryQﬂZ&Octubefmﬂ

p el

Based on 114tnmplalnh  Premature returns & debt tnp
ﬁhdwlth!MET » . 36% returned within 3 months
2R nﬂ.]nb o Phdidnotaet » _.'o’:l%re'c.umed within 3-6 months :
oomtisct s wrk permits »  Pushed into debt bondage after returing
migration. : abroad
: 9.: i »  Only 39% of compensation ranging
PSR - complaints from Tk20,000 to 1
» 0% received regular salaries were resolved lakh+
» Arbitration takes 120 working
- days for resolved cases

* 94% of wamen reported
regular physical,
‘psycheological abuse
getting jobs once they arrive,” said
Professor Dr Mohammad Nurunna-
bi, chairman of the Accounting De-
partment at Prince Sultan University
in Saudi Arabia, told TBS.

“In some areas of Saudi Arabia,
if you go in the moming, you'll see
thousands of people sitting around
waiting for work,” he added.

Dr Nurunnabi, who has lived in
the Kingdom for about 12 years, said
the core problem lies in the recruit-
ment process.

“We've proposed to our emhassy
in Saudi Arabia to verify the job de-
mand letters issued by companies,”
he said.

Highlighting the wvalidity of the
complaints surrounding the Sau-
di labour market, former secretary
general of Bangladesh Association
of International Recruiting Agencies
(Baira), Shamim Ahmed Chowd-
hury Noman, told TBS, “Since many
workers are not getting their igamas
or the jobs promised in their con-
tracts, recruiting agencies are being
held responsible later.”

“One of the main reasons workers
become undocumented is the delay
in getting igamas. Due to high fees,
many emplovers hesitate fo com-
plete the igama process on time,” he
added.

BMET Director General Saleh
Ahmed Muijaffor could not be

. while 4o% returned within three to

(B

Recruitment process failures

reached for comment despite multi-
ple phone calls,

Md Forkan, a Bangladeshi mi-

grant worker based in Medina, Saudi
Arabia, told TBS over the phone that
he has been sheliering several fel-
low Bangladeshis who were denied
the jobs they were promised after
arriving in the country. One of them
i8 34-year-old Abdul Mukid from Su-
namganj.

According to Forkan, Mukid ar-
rived in Saudi Arabia five months
ago with a group ) of 30 other Bang-
ladeshis, spending over Tk lakh for
the migration. Mukid was assured
of a position as a general worker at
a pilgrims’ hostel, but the job never -
materialised.

“Right now, only one of them is
staying with me. A month ago, there
were at least four," Forkan told TBS.
“Some have scattered to different

places in search of work, but none -
have found jobs. Many are surviv-
ing here by borrowing meney from ’

home,” he added.

36% returned home within 3

months ;
According to the Okup study, ille-

gal recruitment practices by recruit-

ers and employers forced 36% of

the complainant migrants to return

home within three months of arrival,
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notices

proper

middlemen only after repeated fol-
low-ups by the victims.

“BMET oversees arbitration in-
addition to its regular duties. With
no provision for additional staff or

concerns about the guality of the
arbitration process,” said Shakirul
Islam, chairperson of Okup.

“As BMET is also responsible for
licensing recruitment agents and
issuing emigration clearances to
migrants, its role in handling arbi-
tration cases presents an inherent
conflict of interest,” he added.

ment.

ranging from just

to the accused agencies or

domestic
training, there are serious

Forged documents, soaring
migration costs

False promises abroad, no justice at home:
six months.

These premature retums pushed
many into debt bondage and an :
undignified life. After returning,
the migrants filed complaints with
the BMET, but only 39% of those

cases were resolved -typically with
compensation
Tk20,000 to slightly over Tki lakh.
However, these workers had paid
three to six times the government's
fixed migration cost. Even the arbi-
tration process is slow, taking up to
120 working days in 39% of the re-
solved cases,
In most instances, BMET issued

According to the Okup study, 80%
" of the respondents were recruited
through unauthorised sub-agents,
even though the law permits only
licensed agencies to handle recruit-

About 22% of respondents re-
ported that agents forged their med-
ical test certificates, while 16% said
their pre-departure orentation cer-
tificates were also falsified - both
essential for obtaining emigration
clearance,

Every male migrant surveyed said
they were charged exorbitant migra-
tion fees - double the legal rate for
those bound for Saudi Arahia, and
up to six times higher for Malay-
sia-bound workers.

Although the government man-
dates zero migration fees for female

being illegally charged between
Tk50,000 and Tkz lakh by agents.

Widespread violations of rights,
entitlements

Male migrant workers without work
permits were often confined until

local laws,

New study sheds light
their entry_ visas expired, Lagldng
legal jobs and documentation, they
were classified as absconders under

No workers received their sala-

ries regularly. About 53% were paid

every two to three months - and less
than the agreed amount.

Additionally, 6% of male mi-
grants were critically injured at
work but denied medical treatment _
by their employers, forcing them to

return home in serious health con-

ditions.

idays.

workers, 65% reported

Among the 34 female domestic
workers surveyed, 82% said they
were forced to work excessively
without any rest, while g79% report-
ed being denied weekends and hol-

A total of 79% complained of un-
paid wages,
food deprivation. Healthcare was also
a major comcern, with g7% saying

and 80% experienced

they were denied medical treatment.
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In more extreme cases, 15% re-
ported being confined without food
or water for days, and 47% said they
had faced sexual exploitation.

" MIEGALRE

CRUITMENT

36% migrants forced to

- return within 3 mont

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladeshi migrant workers are
foreed to return home within just
three months of arriving abroad
due to illegal recruitment practices
'E'm!;tm employers, a new

These premature returns not
only crush their hopes of economic
improvement but also trap many in
debt and a life devoid of dignity.

The study, titled “A Far Cry from
Justice for Migrants: A Critical
Ana!yﬂis of Mlgrants‘ Experiences
in : i

sh”, was conducted by the
Brassroots migrant rights group
Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program
(OKUP).

OKUP Chairperson  Shakirul
Islam presented the findings of
the study at a programme in the
capital yesterday, highlighﬁng.how

Finds OKUP study
AT A GLANCE

systematic failures in recruitment
and arbitration  systems
thousands of migrant  workers

vulnerable (o - exploitation and
injustice.

One of the report’s main
concerns is the lack of a standard,
independent arbitration
mechanism in Bangladesh
o resolve migrant  workers'
complaints.

i ey

3

The  Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET):
which. handles arbitration cases
while also issuing recruitment
licenses and emigration clearance, 1
faces a conflict of interest that
undermines the  fairess  and
effectivencss of the process, the
report said.

legal

It also found that

Ly
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do not clearly
leading to migrant workers
often receiving inadequate
compensation and falling
into deeper financial

trouble.

The absence of a
standardised  arbitration
barriers for workers -
from filing complaints 1o
attending hearings -- and
causes widespread mistrust
in the system.
According to the report,
175 percent of migrant
workers do not receive
any contract before going
abroad. Among male
migrants, 64 percent
reported not receiving a
contract prior to departure,
while not a single female
migrant received one

frameworks in Bangladesh Workers  received
define w{ ;
compensation or remedies, before migration. Of them,

Only 25 percent of
an
contract

62 percent got it just hours
before their flight, 27

percent two weeks prior, |

and only 11 percent amonth
in advance, the report said.

The study also revealed
that 47 percent of migrant

work permit after reaching
their destination. Among
the 53 percent who did,
only 24 percent were
actually given the jobs they
were promised.

It also stated that 100
percent of male migrant
workers were charged
exorbitant migration fees
far above the legal limits
set by the government --
double the rate for those
bound for Saudi Arabia
and six times higher for

36% migrants forced to return ~

OKUP said the research

was based on 114 case

studies (80 men and 34
women) who sought legal

help between January 2023
and Ogtober 2024.

The focus  ° was
particularly on Saudi

Arabia and Malaysia — the
two main destinations

for Bangladeshi migrant

process creates significant Workers did not receive a workers - which accounted

for 92 percent of the
returnees in the study.

To address these issues,
OKUP
that the Bangladesh
government ensure
fair compensation that
considers both financial
and social losses.

jt also called for

including country-specific

information _on__justice

recommended -

countries, OKUP urged
the government of Saudi
Arabia to stop unethical
visa rrading and revise
labour reform initiatives Lo
eliminate employer control
that restricts workers from
changing jobs or reporting
exploitation or abuse.

The organisation also
recommended setting
up “Free Service Centres”
to help workers
complaints and access
justice.

For Malaysia, OKUP
called on the authorities to-
adhere to the recruitment
provisions  outlined in
the Memerandum  of
Understanding with!
Bangladesh. !

Italsosuggested creating
accessible [acilities for (he
protection and support of
migrant workers, similar to

file -

the online systems used in -

before leaving.
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Apparel makers eye EU, new

ts

as US tariff deadline looms

Looming uncertainty and fears of
price pressure under the new US tariff
regimes have prompted many local
apparel suppliers to shift their focus
toward alternative markets, such as
the European Union (EU) and other
non-traditional destinations.
Industry insiders said they are still in
the dark about what will happen after
July 9, when the 90-day pause on the
Trump administration's proposed
tariff hike expires.

Many suppliers are struggling to
communicate with their US buyers,
most of whom are placing orders
"cautiously and slowly" due to the
prevailing uncertainty.

Some suppliers have already started
utilising their production capacity to
cater to other markets, primarily in
the EU.

Talking to the FE, Sayeed Ahmad
Chowdhury, Director of Operations at
Square Denim, said they have already
diverted a portion of their production
capacity to EU buyers, largely because
of the uncertainty in the US market
following the new tariff rates.

"We have recently started working
with an EU buyer -- Inditex -- which
maintains a steady flow of work
orders throughout the year, with
fewer lean periods and better
pricing," he said.

"'|f the proposed 37 percent tariff
takes effect after July 9, it will deliver
another significant blow in terms of
pricing," he added.

Always, there remains a price
pressure from US market while
suppliers are forced to bear half of the
10 per cent tariffs burden, he said,
adding that this situation is
uncomfortable for suppliers.

If the proposed 37 per cent tariff

- A good number of buyers
'pu1: fresh orders on hold
arcws amld uncertamty I

takes effect after July 9, it will deliver
another significant blow in terms of
pricing, he added.

A good number of US buyers have put
on hold conformation of acertain
portion of their fresh orders, as both
buyers and suppliers are unaware of
the possible rates and the possible
tariff regime, he noted.

Mohammed Sohel, Managing Director
of Bangla Poshak, said they are also
facing pressure from the EU as many
old companies have either shut down
or changed ownership, resultingina
downtrend of sales there,

In such a situation, many local
suppliers are planning to switch over

to other markets such as non-
traditional ones, he added.

When asked, Khan Menirul Alam
Shuvo, Managing Director of
Fashion.Com, said one of his two
factories produces manmade fibre-
based garments, mainly for US
buyers.

He received a plenty of wark orders
during January-March period and the
volume of orders was comparatively
less during July-August period as
many buyers might have refrained
from placing fresh orders due to
uncertainty over new US tariff
structure.

Mr Shuvo said the situation remains

the same for big suppliers who are
heavily dependent on the single
largest destination.

"But it is not possible to shift the
entire production capacity from US to
other markets overnigl'lt," he added.

.arerreededtosuppmm '

negotiations with buyers," hemd.
According to experters, 20 to 30 per
cent of the desired work orders have
been put on hold or under review for
confirmation by the US buyers.
AKM Saifur Rahman Farhad, Vice-
President of Bangladesh Garment
Buying House Association, however,
said Bangladesh has huge potentials
despite the ongoing challenges,
including US new tariffs, adding that
the trade war between US and China
would continue encouraging buyers
toshift from China.
The USis Bangladesh's single largest
export destination. Bangladesh
fetched US$7.34 billion by exporting
garments to the USin 2024, out of its
total shipment of apparel iterms worth
US538.48 billion.
On April 02 last, the US imposed
increased reciprocal tariffs on various
countries, including a 37 per cent
tariff on Bangladesh.
Later, the Trump administration
implemented additional 10 per cent duty
and suspended the remaining tariffs for
three months until July 09,2025,
During this time, many countries,
including Bangladesh, have been
engaged in negotiations with the US
to reduce the tariffs.
Vietnam, one of Bangladesh's main
competitors, has already secured a
reduced tariff rate of 20 per cent --
down from 46 per cent -- by lifting
tariffs on US goods.
munni_fe@yahoo.com




N e
meqamqo

A ==

R ik ik i, S
w@ﬂwﬁamwmm
5 Rreda wEI o e

SR FIFCE T IR 9 ATAT
camen e | v Trel ¢ SerdT Wi
q R 3 | it =t21, wfsfe

wﬁﬁmwgwmﬁﬂw

YOI AT AFITIA BINCEG AT

eI = A

--'__._hw@mnm;amm
q zw dfemre o> Meked WA
SRR AT I Y00 THE
gt A9 e e o ms e =m as
ol | @ HfEeTe o7 o #ieene s T
S A |

so0 ffeme woiem @R Qe o
P 2 b ®{TF S0 &5 T Figl ¢
TS oy 3¢ = v 3¢ TEm
@R (3FR) e, Jomng e @ o=
wRE AE | EFi DT, FEE G BT
AR AR AT @ Bt I9E
T TR AN, (FIE- R, W,
FeT & ey A, em ST S
mﬁmwmwrﬁmmqomqs
SR ey WoR A aeif soe s
s TEE | wa Ty B o @
i AR =Ee @

ol T, [OAER T %

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

p S afemitor
AT @ TS

» =32 o e crm

S TR L Ml L AT

3fefs Tral (oR w0z | e 9% SuE|
FeIf &% ¥A 4TS FAEd Bvs wo
g oMoPe (eIl [ERE S O
whvifrs o8 3% @ goiefoTers &=
iz arere 7| waE Fom s
T | o Al T e e e
AR FECS 24

A T WS OGN WA,
wite Ay wieiee @
AT (GFGFATRE) licii} )
TEREr @ FTES FOSWET T8
ARBEF @, AFTH @ ATFET T,
e, R, CEwaEEs afeEst
(TR (5T FEATITE O W @7
ot Ry e i M e R £
TorgD! Fratem 2T 9T | WP oo o7 3
4I0F, TIE0E (A5 (O M (AT
A ALE GHITA= 0N Wi | WA AT
TR FH AR

e T miE, T e =i
Eiarice (1 B 11 A1 1

WEDNESDAY 15.0_7.2025

{ﬁmalmswsﬂ ) SRENE TSI TRTET
WITHH A, B ATCF AL A
‘Eﬁm'@nmma‘mwﬁmﬁw,
et 2¢iF wm@) R Qe =

Firr | e B aeife e werfes
ws FPmvE I T Stew IR

FFCTIEE DNEE wIW FAEE @AW 6

TS T
oferarll SR B% o
TS AT ST Sl Ty e o
o WoE aM e mm Evwr
FELA T a9 B afedbmse
R A e
e T 27 o) gws,
G oo B e e B B ) R e
g FuieT w ales o s Tm
fadtye, Fhiafowei G =g =
GHIESE SEsE 5Ew e =9)
, 73 TUAIST A 7 I SRS
agife egfe fea wee yenge qiwe
TG €T A |
RUTETHOTRGE AT Fsrfw

@ 7F TE! € PSS A6 @ Ffey
(T3, UE HERE AGR AFNHER a8

diel-uaras g RJesw Al
FIUFEEEAW S N, O AT w=rE
e oF TEE | 9F uS Sime 8
%S FAE|

' Malaysia grants Bangladeshi
workers multiple-entry visas

MIGRANT WORKERS - BANGLADESH

Employment Adviser Asif Nazrul also
confirmed the news in a separate

TBS REPORT

Facebook post yesterday. He said a
letter signed on behalf of Malaysia’s

The Malaysian government has de-
cided to grant Bangladeshi work-
ers multiple-entry visas, a move
that is set to greatly ease travel for
expatriates,

The Bangladesh High Commis-
gion in Kuala Lumpur announced
the development in a Facehook post
yesterday, stating that the Malaysian
Immigration Department has issued
a notification to relevant depart-
ments regarding the change.

This decision comes as a direct
result of “continuous and uninter-
rupted diplomatic efforts by the
Bangladesh government,” said the
Bangladesh High Commission.

Expatriates Welfare and Overseas

Director-General of Immigration on
10 July 2025 formally upgraded the
existing single-entry visa facility for
Bangladeshi expatriate workers to a
multiple-entry visa.

He said Bangladeshi workers who
were issued single-entry visas and
temporary employment visit pass-
es before this new directive will not
need to apply for a new multiple-en-
try visa. Instead, the multiple-entry
visa will be automatically issued
when their temporary employment
visit pass is renewed.

The letter also provides instrue-
tions to all Malaysian international
airports and land ports, ensuring
that Bangladeshi workers with a

valid single-entry visa and tempo-
rary employment visit pass can now
travel in and out of Malaysia without
requiring a new multiple-entry visa.

“The decision comes aftera Bang- -
ladesh delegation that included me
and [Chief Adviser’s Special Envoy
on International Affairs] Lutfey Sid-
digi held a meeting with the Malay-
sian home minister last month,” Asif
Nazrul explained.

Terming the development “great
news,” Nazif Nazrul pointed out that
Malaysia recruits workers from 15
countries. Among these, only Bang-
ladeshi workers were previously giv-
en single-entry visas instead of mul-
tiple-entry ones, which, he noted,
caused “significant suffering” for the
expatriates, This new policy isexpect-
ed to alleviate those long-standing
difficulties.
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- Migrants trapped

in medical scam

Syndicate exploits Gulf-bound workers, issues fake fitness papers

.....................................................................

Sohel Howlader (pseudonym) was
preparing to travel to Saudi Arabia
on a salesman visa. In February, he
-contacted a recruiting agency in
Dhaka's Paltan area to begin the
mandatory medical certification
process for Gulf-bound workers.
The agency offered him two
options: a Tk 10,000 “standard”

* medical package that could result

in an “unfit” certificate if anyhca]th
issues were found — rend his
passport unusable until the expiry
of the certificate. The other option
would be a Tk 20,000 package
that guaranteed a “fit" certificate
regardless of his condition.

“I took the Tk 10,000 package
because I believed 1 was healthy,”
Sohel told The Daily Star recently.
He passed the test at a centre
near 100-feet Road in Dhaka
and received his certificate. Still,
his travel remains stalled due to
procedural delays.

Meanwhile, others were not as
fortunate.

Ratan Mia from Cox’s Bazar paid
Tk 25,000 to an agent for a “fit”
certificate from a Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC)-approved medical
centre. After reaching Saudi Arabia,
a follow-up check found him unfir,
and he was deported.

“Now I'm drowning in debt,
chased by loan sharks,” he said.

These stories expose a powerlul
syndicaté turning the mandatory
health check into a tool for
exploitation. Previously known

as GAMCA, the GCC-approved
centres in Bangladesh are allegedly
controlled by a few influential
owners. who have monopolised
the process and profit massively by
manipulating referrals and issuing
fake certificates.

Former GAMCA  president
Jahangir Alam Biswas admitted
that a racket is extorting workers.
"We're (rying to resolve the issue

through discussions. The ministry”

is also looking into it, and we've

Previously known

as GAMCA, the GCC-
approved centres

in Bangladesh are
allegedly controlled

by a few influential
owners who have
monopolised the process
and profit massively by
manipulating referrals
and issuing fake
certificates.

held several meetings,” he told The
Daily Star.

Although there are over 200
approved centres, nearly 90
percent of referrals go to just about
20 centres, according to industry

To undergo the check-up for jobs
in the Middle East, agencies must
buy a 810 referral token from the
Wafid system run by the Gulf Health
Council. The total cost should not
exceed Tk 8,500-9,000 per worker.

But syndicate-linked centres pre-
book hundreds of slots in advance,
leaving most other centres with
no referrals, while a few centres
process up to 500 workers a day.

Once tests are done, reports are
uploaded online.

In many cases, tests are
conducted in Dhaka, but the -
reports are submitted under the
names of district-based centres (o |
avoid scrutiny, a recruiting agency
owner said, requesting anonymity.

The  syndicate  reportedly
charges Tk 25,000-30,000 for a
guaranteed "fit” certificate -- three .
times the official fee. As most slots
are booked by them, they get to
exploil the situation easily.

A highly placed source told The
Daily Star that key figurcs behind
the racket include Mohammad
Bashir, owner of over a dozen -
centres  and linked ' to  Rabbi
International, along with Noman
Chowdhury and Enam Chowdhury.

Contacted, Bashirsaid, "I've never
heard of anyone misusing these -
certificates or any investigation in
this regard.”

The GCC Approved Medical
Centres Association has had no
executive committee in Bangladesh
for over a decade. Former president
Jahangir Alam said Noman
Chowdhury currently play; a
leading role.

Noman and Enam did not
respond to repeated calls.

Industry insiders estimate that
by monopolising the process and

Migrants trapped in© -
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issuing fraudulent
reports, the syndicate
earns hundreds of crores
annually.

Amid mounting
allegations, members
of the GCC-approved
medical centres voiced

their frustration during a
programme in Dhaka on
June 26,

They demanded the
cancelladon of licences
of syndicate-linked
centres and fair referral

distribution.

“About 95 percent
of approved centres are
getting no work. The
syndicate is manipulating
the system and earning
crores,” said one member,

“This is not just
corruption - it's
endangering lives," added
another. “Unfit workers
with fake certificates are
being deported, damaging
Bangladesh's reputation as .

a labour-sending country.”
AZM Nurul Haque, joint
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Saddam Hossain

THE export of readymade
garment items from Bangla-
desh to its key destinations,
including the United States,
the United Kingdom, and
| Europe, experienced consid-
erable growth in the recently
concluded financial year
2024-25,

According  to country-
wise detailed export data of
the Export Promotion Bu-
reau, compiled by the Bang-
ladesh Apparel Exchange,
the country’'s RMG manu-
facturers earned $39.34, by

felching a positive gr
of 8.84 per cent from $36.15 -
billion in FY24.

The RMG exporters stated
that the significant shift of
orders from China to Bang-
ladesh has accelerated Bang-
ladesh's growth momentum
over the past few months,
_despite ongoing tariff issues
and the country's political
transition.

According to the EPB
data, in FY25, Bangladesh

RMG items waorth

$19.71 billion to European

Union countries, 9.10 per

cent highar than the $18.06
billion in FY24.

The export earnings from
the EU covered 50.1 per cent
of the total earnings from
RMG ris.

Th:xpgar@amsm RMG
manufacturers earned $7.54
billion from the US, the

single largest destination of
the couniry's exporters, in in
"FY25, which was 13.79 per
cent higher than the $6.63
billion earned in FY24.

The eamnings from the
North American country ac-
counted for 19.18 per cent of
the total revenue.

With a narrow growth of
368 per cent, Bangladesh
secured $4.34 billion fmm
the UK in FY25, up from

$4.19 billion in FY24,
. Bangladeshi RMG expm't-
ers shipped apparel items
worth $1.3 billion to Caﬂﬁdﬂ
in FY25, a 12.07 per cent in-
crease fram the $1.16 billion
garned in FY24.

-
.

tries, Germany

Bangladesh’s largest export

RMG EXPORTS TO MAJOR DESTINATIONS IN FY25

Y25 Apparel exports to key
destinations rise

(In million US dollars)

7,000 -

destination, from which
the country earned $4.95
billion in FY25, according
to the EPB data.

Following Germany, the
" export earnings from Spain
stood at $3.39 billion,
those from France at $2.15
billion, the MNetherlands
at_$2.08 billion, Poland at
$1.69 billion, and Ttaly at
$1.54 billion, with positive
growth maintained at every
destination.

Regarding apparel ex-
ports, countries such as
the US, Canada, the UK,
and the EU are considered
traditional markets, while
other countfries are deemed
non-traditional.

Japan, Australia, Russia,
India, China, South Kdrea,
the UAE, Malaysia, Brazil
and Mexico are major non-

traditional export destina-

tioms.

In FY25, export earnings
from the npon-traditional
markets also experienced
positive growth, with an
overall rise of 5.61 per cent
to $6.44 billion, up from
$6.09 billion in FY24.

The non-traditional mar-
ket represented 16.36 per
cent of Bangladesh's total
RMG exports.

In FY25, Japan led these

markets with  imports
worth $1.18 billion from
Bangladesh, followed by

Among the EU coun- acpii $813.62 million

and India $644.24 million.

Moreover, RMG exports
to Turkey and South Korea
also witnessed significant
earnings, amounting to
$449.9 million and $411.46
million, respectively.

According to the EPB
dala, export earnings from
almost all major destina-
tions experienced a consid-
erable growth rate in FY25,

Speaking to New Age,
Inamul Haq Khan, senior
vice-president of the Bang-
ladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters As-
sociation, said that in the
past few months, Bangla-
desh had witnessed a rise
in purchase orders,

‘Moreover, a consid-
erable number of orders
started to shift from China
to Bangladesh due to US
tariff, even some Chinese
manufacturers shifted their
offices and facilities to the
country and hired facto-
ries,” he added.

Meanwhile, according to
the World Trade Organiza-
tion Data, China's share in
the global apparel market
declined to 29 per cent in
2024 from over 31 per cent
in 2023.

Inamul Hag Khan also
said that buyers consist-
ently trusted Bangladesh
due to its ethical produc-
tion practices.

Regarding the US tariff
issue, he said that although

vo_|

& ,ﬁ"’ g

e il
the tariff talks concluded
with a scope for further dis-
cussion, they remain hope-
ful that a positive outcome
may still be achieved.

‘We have come to know -
that the US and Bangla-
desh agreed on about 80
per cent of the conditions.
We expect, the talks would
finally succeed and the tar-
iff might be lowered ta 20
per cent-25 per cent, he
added.

He also said that, be-
sides the US, Bangladesh
has huge potential in in-
creasing its exports to non-
traditional markets, such
as Australia, Japan, Korea,
the Middle East, and Latin
America. i

Mohiuddin Rubel, for-
mer BGMEA director, told
New Age thal the besides
conventional markets, non-
traditional market size was
about $150 in 2024, where
Bangladesh had only 6 pet
cent share.

‘There is significant po-
tential for expansion in the
markets like Japan, Aus-
tralia and other markets,’
he added.

He urged manufactur-
ers to focus on cultivating
new markets and products
through relentless innova-
tion to maintain a competi-
tive edge.

Earlier, Professor
Mustafizur Rahman, a dis-
tinguished fellow of the
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out, are often ‘“superficial, if net m?iiff gmmc&ilzedhanymmfmmal”
e R S S "'ln.‘isleadjng.. Thw I.'il.[?]}' rﬂm the (IJE dﬂceami,‘ Shaﬂh.ll m 'hut
In the shadows of booming remittance abuse, psychological trauma, or dire if complaints are made, we are
flows and the quiet resilience of conditions that may have contributed committed to conducting thorough
Bangladesh’s labour diaspora, a to these deaths. investigations.”
disturbing reality persists: numerous Piyara Begum, who worked as a Yet the absence of complaints
Bangladeshi female migrant workers, domestic worker in Saudi Arabia for - does not mean the absence of abuse.
particularly those employed as four years, recounts her ordeal: “ Families often lack legal support,
domestic help in Gulf countries, are suffered chronic head and stomach awareness, or the courage to seek
: retummghnr.n? in coffins, Officially issues, but there was no proper  jucrice
labelled as suicides or natural deaths, medical care,” she says. "I received mg to BRAC, based on
many of these cases conceala far darker no support from any Bangladeshi government data, 714 women returned
truth. official.” Her health deteriorated, and  § coffins from Middle FEastern
Marina  Sultana, Director of when she pleaded to return home, cpuntries between 2016 and 2022.
Programmes at the Refugee and her employer withheld four months  The yearly breakdown is as follows: 52
. Hat earch Unit safary, Eventually, with the help of 2 swomen in 2016;94 in 2017: 110 in 2018;
(RMMR ']r' as be% tracking these jocal NGO, she renirned home and 139 in2019: 80in 2020; 121in 2021; and
e mﬂ received treatment. 117 in 2022. Behind each coffin lies an
i i gﬁ;‘c “l.'?'l ’asiu SUC  Her son, too, returned from Oman untold story, an unanswered question,
y Du tcounties,”She &Xplains.  physically  abused, tortured, and  and a denial of justice. It is time to
A worrying trend has emerged: Do demand more —both from Bangladesh
the rising number of deaths, often P i
obscured or misclassified on official . MM Akter, another returnee  and from host countries. Every life lost
b from Saudi Arabia, faced similar without clarity and accountability is

MUJIB RAHMAN

death certi * . £ 35
Mcaruﬁcate_&. il i exploitation. *A dalal (middleman) not just a statistic; it is a stain on our

: % o = . collective conscience.
gravity of the crisis. In one, a young charged me 5,000 BDT. When [ arrived, “We need a  well-informed

woman's death was ruled a suicide, yet no one received me,” she says. Forced S s Bsgncieins, frry
her family insists otherwise, They recall '© Work long hours, her employer only w, fari ﬁw of RMMRU.
speaking to her just a day before her Provided lunch, leaving her to fend for g 1obics, language barriers, poor
death; she had described being scalded the rest. One day, a brick fell on her . ommodation, long work hours,
with hot water by her employer, an hest, causing a serious injury. She  ,n4 gocial isolation all contribute to
injury they believe led to her death. In' P2id 40,000 BDT for treatment herself.  qaily hardship, sometimes with fatal
another case, the cause wasreported as Her employer delayed her returnforsix — consequences.  Bangladesh  should
a rooftop fall, but the family suspects Months and seized assets worth nearly  take inspiration from Hong Kong
foul play. 300,000 BDT, by improving residential training,

Shakirul Islam, Founder and ‘1 had to pay for my own return,”  jpcluding modules on workers' rights,
Chairperson. of Ovibashi Karmi Mim says. "Now I am trying to lodgea  pehavioural expectations, and cultural
Unnayan Program (OKUP), saysfamilies c©mplaint through OKUP.” orientation.”
of deceased workers rarely accept the _Shariful Islam, Deputy Director She also highlights how both the
official explanations. “Many believe ©f the Wage Earners’ Welfare Board  government and returnees often
these deaths result from severe abuse,” (WEWB), says, “At least 15 million * - hide cases of abuse due to diplomatic
he says. “Some allege the victims were Bangladeshi migrants are actively  caution or social stigma. “But we, as
thrown from rooftops after enduring contributing to the national economy. human rights advocates, have th_le
prolonged torture.” Shakirul shares But the deaths of female migrant testimonies and evidence to break this
the account of a survivor who, after Workers highlight the link between silence.”
a brutal assault, was left bleeding their vulnerability at home and their Bangladesh must demand clarity,
without medical help. She survived, fate abroad.” He acknowledges that accountability, and dignity—not only
but her story underscores the isolation Stress and exploitation in the workplace for those who return but for those who
and vulnerability of domestic workers May be contributing factors:: - never get the chance.
abroad. :

The death certificates, he points

Mujib Rahman is a journalist at The
Daily Star. T

m
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THE export earnings from
the leather and leather
goods increased by 10.19
per cent to $1.14 bhillion
in the recently concluded
financial year 2024-25, ac-
cording to the Export Pro-
motion Bureau.
The leather sector, one
of the major industries after
the readymade garment sec-
tor, earned $1.03 billion in
FY24, :
However, despite the do
mestic supply of raw ma-
terials, the leather export

" earning has been hovering
around $1 billion for the last
several years.

InFY23, the sector sarned
$1.17 billion, compared
with $1.24 billion in FY22
and $1.03 billion in FY21, as
.stated in the EPB dala.

In. FY25, the country

Continued from B1
He also said that the recent-
ly declared 35 per cent tariff
on- Bangladeshi exports of
goods would further impact
the sector.
The businesses also stated
that, despite having sig-
nificant export pdtential,
the leather sector has faced
stagnation primarily due to
persistent compliance is-
sues.
Global buyers are refrain-
{ing from importing leather
goods from Bangladesh, as
the country’s leather indus-
continues to fall short
gfymeeting compliance re-
quirements, including ob-
taining a Leather Working
Group certificale. _
: Talking to New Age, M
Masrur Reaz, chairman of
the Policy Exchange Bang-

e

er, 1

exporting goods, B.58 per
cent higher than the $44.46
billion in FY24, while the
earnings from the leather
sector accounted for apprax-
imately 2.36 per cent of the
total export earnings.

Speaking to New Age, Md
Nasir Khan, vice-president
of the Leather goods and
Footwear  Manufacturers
and Exporters Association of
Bangladesh, said that due to
a lack of governmental pol-
icy support, the leather sec-
tor had been unable to break
aut of the $1 hillion cycle for
decades.

‘We don't have any uni-
fied policy and incentive
facilities for all export-ori-
ented sectors. Despite hav-
ing domestic supply of raw.
materials and high-quality
products, leather sector is
lagging vears after years,’

ladesh, said that the coun-
try didn't utilise its capacity
and potential,

‘The authority didn't
strengthen the seamless
connections among differ-
ent value chains like raw-
hide collecting, processing,
finishing and backward
linkage,’ he added.

He also stated that a sig-
nificant number of com-
panies in the sector lacked
standard certificates, such
as LWG, which deterred for-
eign buyers from importing,

‘Despite the potential of
reaching $10 billion export
annually, we don't have
integrated planning, es-
pecially on infrastructure,
finance, skill, and attract-
ing foreign investment,’ he
added,

The businesses and ex-

he added.

Sometimes it seemed that
policymakers didn't want
the sector to export more,
as it didn't receive sufficient
policy support, he added,
saying that even the central
effluent treatment plant was
under-capacity and non-
functional, which reflected
their reluctance.

‘To diversify products,
government must remove
the discrimination between
RMG sector and all other
export-oriented sectors. The
government must introduce
unified policy, bond facili-
ties and other incentives,' he
added.

He also stated that the
leather sector has ‘the ca-
pacity to earn $10 billion,
as it can add value of up
to 90 per cent, thanks to
its raw materials. However,
the government destroyed

Leather, leather-goods

perts also suggested some
key factors, including in-
vesting in the environment,
product diversification,
developing skilled work-
forces, and sufficient gov-
ernmental support.

They also urged manu-
facturers to ensure supply
chain traceability, invest
in branding and market-
ing, and continue to adopt
advanced manufacturing
technologies.

. eather-goods
exports see 10pc growth

*.  earned $48.28 billion from

this opportunity by trans-
ferring the industry to Sa-
var without proper estab-
lishment and the required
CETP.

He also said that the same
principle applies to market
diversification — if the gov-
ernment wants, it can also
diversify Bangladesh’s mar-
ket

For almost three decades,
Apex Footwear Limited has
been in the shoe exporling
business, with a footprint
in the US, UK, Europe, and
Japan.

Omar Faruk, company
secretary of Apex Footwear
Limited, told New Age that
like the overall leather goods
sector, they also face some
global and internal challeng-
es, including dollar issues
and other domestic chal-

lenges.
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No signi
export e

EXPORT of non-RMG prod-
ucts remained almost static

According to the Export
Promotion Bureau, . non-
RMG sectors have account-
&d for only 17 per cent to
18 per cent of Bangladesh's
total export earnings for the
past several years,

Exporters stated that in- o

sufficient and non-unifaorm

policy support, . economic

challenges in buyer coun-

tries, and a lack of proper

‘diversification | continued
dependence on RMG export.

In the financial year 2024-

25, Bangladesh shipped ex-

port items worth $48.28 bil-

lion to its global destinations,
‘where the i from
'RMG were $39.35 billion or
about 81,49 per cent, mean-

ing the share of non-RMG

items only 18.51 per cent.
. The major non-RMG
items, including leather and
leather goods, jute and jute
'g_nods, T
ucts, home fextiles, and en-
gineering products, gener-
ated $1.14 billion, $820.16
million, $98862 million,
$871.57 million, and $535.56

part from RMG iterus,
only leather was able to
reach the_milestone of $1

billion, according to the
EPB data.

‘Due to a lack of govern-
mental policy suppori, the
leather sector had been un-
able to break out of the $1
billion cycle for decades,’
said Md Nasir Khan, vice-
president of the Leather
Goods and Footwear Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-
sociation of Bangladesh.

Speaking to New Age, he
also stated that Bangladesh
lacks a unified policy and
incentive facilities for all

-griented sectars.
‘Despite having domestic
supply of raw rials and

agricultural prod- ¥°

1145 = 942

1245

1039

2 :

SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2025,

Agri

high-quality products, leath-
er sector is lagging behind
ars after years,’ he added.

He also stated that the
leather sector has the capac-
ity to earn $10 billion, as it
can add value of up to 90
per cent, thanks to its raw
materials. However, the gov-
ernment destroyed this op-
industry to Savar without
establishment and
the required CETE -

According to the EPB
data. the leather and leath-
er goods sector earned
$797.7 million in FY20,
$1.17 billion in FY23, and
$1.14 billion in FY25, in-

- dicating that the industry
was unable o break the $1
billion cycle.

The jute and jute goods
sector, once the coun-
try's largest exporl earner,
has experienced. negative
growth for a prolonged pe-
riod. :

In FY20, the seclor
parned $882.35 million,
€911.51 million in FY23,
and $820.16 million in
FY25. "

Speaking to New Eg?,‘_

KS Alam Babul, chairman
of the Bangladesh Jute
Goods Exporters Associa-
tion, stated that the anti-
dumping duty imposed
by India on Bangladeshi
jute goods has caused a
setback. -

‘Some major buyers like
Sudan, Syria and Iran are
addressing sither war situ-
ation or economic turmoil
and sanctions, which im-
pacted their imports,’ he
added.

Moreover, they couldn't
accept large orders as all
the government jute mills
were closed, he added,
saying that the private jute

mills don't have the capac-
ity for bulk production.
‘We urged the govern-
ment several times about
reopening the jute mills
under BJMC. However, we
think an elected govern-
ment could take the initia-

tives,' he added.
Meanwhile, Farhad
Ahmed Akand, chair-

Y

“man_of Ihe Bangladesh
Jule Association, said that
due to high time and cost

consumption, farmers
have lost interest in jute
farming.

Along with commerce
ministry, we are running
a project through farmers
so that they can produce
jute in less time by using
less water and space,’ he
added.

They also stated that,
due to the low price of fi-
bre at the growers: level
and the emergence of plas-
tic products as an alter-
native, jute exporis were
impacted, along with the

slashing of incentives on..

jute goods.
The agricultural prod-
ucts earned $862.06 mil-

lion in FY20, $827.10 mil-

lion in FY23, and $988.62
million in FY25.

An official of Alin Foods
Exports Ltd. said that the
governmenbs incentive
cut, higher import costs

cant shift in non-RMG
arnings

: -FY‘21'-FY22_ ‘wFY23 mFY24 wFY25
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‘No signific

of agri-inputs and other
ingredients, impacted the
i

export.

For instance, the rate of
cash incentive for the sec-
tor has been reduced to 10
per cent from 20 per cent,
he added.

Engineering products,
another promising sector,
has earned $529 million
in FY20, $495 million in
FY23, and $535.56 million
Jn FY25,

Abdur Razzaque, presi-
dent of the angladesh Engi-
neering Industry Owners’
Assoctation, told earlier
that they need a dedicated
industrial park or zones to
establish compliant “and
global standard factory
units to compete with in-
ternational competitors so
that they could tap $7 tril-
lion global market of light
‘engineering
He also demanded that

the policy be supported
by removing tax and VAT-

relahadumasN Agh b
Talking to New
Masrur Reaz, chairman
of the Policy

Bangladesh, said that the
country didn’t utilise its
capacity and potential on
non-RMG products,

‘For leather sector, the
authority didn't strengthen
the seamless connections
among different .value

-

chains I:Lka rawhide col-
lecting, processing, finish-
ing and backward linkage,’
he added.

He also stated that a sig-
nificant number of compa-
nies in the sector lacked
standard certificates, such
as LWG, which deterred
foreign buyers from im-
porting.

‘Most of our sectors be-
side RMG couldn’t achieve
the proper efficiency of the
global competitiveness. We
also don't have integrated
planming, especially on in-
frastructure, finance, and
skill,’ he added.

Bangladesh haso't wil-
nessed sufficient FDI in
emerging sectors besides
the RMG, and these emerg-
ing sectors also have limi-
tations in areas like global
competitiveness,  skills,
and efficiencies. He urged
the government to wark for
product diversification.

The exporters said

| that sometimes it seemed

that policymakers didn’t

want other sectors to ex-
port more, as il didn't
receive sufficient policy
support.

Pl‘?;- diversify products,
the government must re-
move the discrimination
between the RMG sector
and all other export-orient-
ed sectors, they added

cant shift i in non—RMG
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Eocal textile millers rue

production disruptions

Apparel raw-material imports rise at buyers' behest

MONIRA MUNNI

Raw-material imports, including yarn and
fabrics, especially knit fabrics, surged
significantly in the last fiscal year as domestic
supplies declined for adversities.

Exporters attribute the switch -- pushed by
buyers' urgency for time factor -- to high cost
of local ones, gas shortage and a cut in cash
incentives,

According to Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA) data based on NBR
counts, knit fabric imports increased by 32.18
per cent as the country imported about 0.51
million tonnes of knit fabrics in last fiscal year
(FY 2024-25), inarise from 0.38 million
tonnes in the previous fiscal of 2023-24,
Besides, 0.62 million tonnes of woven fabrics
were imported in the fiscal 2024-25 which
was 16.12 m-percent higher than the import
of 0.54 million tonnes in 2023-24.

On the other hand, yarn imports rose to 13.35
percent as the country brought 1.24 million
tonnes of yarn in the fiscal 2024-25 which
was 1.1 million tonnes in 2023-24, according
todata.

Bangladesh imported 8.35 million bales of
cotton last fiscal against 7.75 million bales in
the previous.

The country earned USS 39.34 billion from
ready-made garment exports in the last fiscal
year-USS 21.15 billion fetched by knitwear
and US$18.18 billion by woven items,
according to Export Promotion Bureau (EPB)
data.

Asked about the trade situation, Mohammad
Hatem, president of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA), apprehended that the import of
yarn and knit fabrics would further rise.

"One of the main reasons is poor gas supply,
and due to gas crisis, we could not use our full
production capacity,” he told the FEon
Saturday.

"As aresult, buyers are now nominating
imported fabrics from China as local
production is hampered and cost also went up
for many factors," he explains.

"Besides, the cut in cash incentives last year
alsa fuelled the import," he says, adding that
cash-incentive support has virtually ended as

IMPORTS SURGE AMID
DOMESTIC CHALLENGES

ﬂw‘lﬂ.ﬂ% i 3 ﬁ; '.‘fl"z
© Yarn imports mm

KEY DRIVERS OF
IMPURT SPIKE

Bxua}spreférquiclmr
Chinese supplies

exporters feel discouraged from claiming the
facility, which, according to him, is a lengthy
process with lats of "harassment".

"Some 0.3 per cent of cash incentive against
exports using local raw material is difficult to
getas it takes one and a half years while we
face harassment in gettingit," MrHatem
says.

Responding to a question, the BKMEA leader
said the rise in fabricimports would also
affect export to the US amid the Trump
administration's new tariff regimes that also
tagged value -addition requirement.

The United States wants a minimum 40-
percent local value addition to readymade
garments (RMG) to qualify for the '"Made-in-
Bangladesh' label alongside a 35-percent

5
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IN INDEX = (Others 28%
(100)

Clothing and
textiles drive
overall index

o Clothing 12% Textiles 9.48% |
: : Electrical Equipment 30%  Chemicals 5.3% |
i Tobacco 9.47% Petroleum 5.68% |
@é Basic Metal 10% Leather Goods 4.47% l
The manufacturing sector |
is on an upswing... but US tariff Textile drag despite
there are still challenges proposal clothing rebound
like tariffs and inflation. :
- Dr. M Masrur Reaz Persistent Political uncertainty

Policy Exchange Bangladesh inflation before elections

Large mfring sector grows
7.8pc in May, but textiles slump

BBS data show strong rebound driven by clothing, electrical equipment, and metal sectors

JASIM UDDIN HAROON

Country's large manufacturing sector
posted a healthy year-on-year
growth of 7.8 per cent in May 2025,
reflecting signs of recovery and
momentum across most industrial
segments, according to the latest
data from the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS).

The rebound comes after a modest
4.0 per cent growth in April and a
contraction of 1.13 per cent in August
last year, signaling a gradual
turnaround in the country's industrial
output.

Clothing and textiles, together
accounting for over 72 per cent of the
manufacturing index weight (100),
remain the key driversof '
performance, making the broader

ind_ex hl__gh_ly sensitive to changes in ,

these sectors,

In May, the clothing segment surged
nearly 12 per cent, lifting overall
growth, even as the textile industry,
the second-highest weighted
component, shrank by 9.48 per cent.
This means that once the clothing
sector growth slows then it drags
down the broader manufacturing
sector and vice versa.

This sector contributes to the
country's GDP by more than 11 per
cent and employs more than 5.0
million working forces, underscoring
its critical role in the country's
economy.

Out of the 23 divisions within the
large industrial sector, only six
manufacturing divisions experienced
contraction during the month under
review while 17 expanded.

Among the sectors that posted

negative growth, the coke and refined
petroleum declined by 5.68 per cent
in the month, while chemical and
chemical products fell by 5.3 per cent.
Leatherand related good also saw a
contraction, shrinking by 4.47 per
cent in May.

Among the sectors that posted robust
growth, the clothing sector saw
nearly 12 per cent, tobacco product by
9.47 per cent, manufacturing of
electrical equipment by over 30 per
cent, tobacco products by 9.46 per
cent, basic metal by more than 10 per
cent.

Economists and manufactures say
that the economic activities began
to get momentum after July-
august, but the Trump
administration proposal to hike
tariffs from August by 35 per cent in
addition to the existing 15 per cent

has emerged as a new challenge.
Despite this they believe that once a
clear roadmap for the next elections is
in place, the economic activities will
largely regain resilience and
momentum.

Dr. M. Masrur Reaz, chairman and
CEO of the Policy Exchange
Bangladesh told the FE that the
manufacturing sectoris on an
upswing adding: "There are some
challenges in the economy yet as the
Us tariff and persistent higher rate of
inflation,

Citing the 5&P [atest ratings of
Bangladesh, he said that the global
rating agency kept its grading

. unchanged. S&P Global on Friday

rated Bangladesh as B plus meaning

that there are still many uncertainties

on the economy.
Jjasimharoon@yahoo.com
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FOUR workers died

1',l‘lm deceased Nipan Ful-
mali, 27, Krishna Rabidas,
20, Shravan Nayek, 19, and

- Rana Nayek, 17, are resi-
dents and workers of Harin

another one ';faH_"’" 1 aftms'j

" FRIDAY, JUI:Y 11 é025

mobile  phone acciden-

tally fell into the septic

hnk at about 1: Dﬂam and
b :

to the Shrimangal Upa-
zila Health Complex from.

pur tea garden workers die
from septlc tank poisoning

'ha,d initially been taken

have died due to pmsnmng
inside the septic tank,’ the
doctor said, adding that the

Chhara Tea Garden, a gar-
den under the management
~ of Finley Tea Company, at
Srimangal, police said.
: Shobuj Taju, a local, condition.
told reporters that Rana's  He said ti said that the vigtims

So TR 20de
m \ 'qq,m B8O

rushed to the spot and res-
cued the five in a critical

Sylhet
College Hospital for b
treatment.

e e TR W O wmﬂﬂg
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GHPEEE T ¥ET WS 2 wrAEm AR
TG &% T | CNY HHOAT Fresmer wHE WEPE TOE
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Osmani  Medical

‘The four peapl& might

roth . ‘where they were referred reason could be ascertained
v to 1e e - to the Moulyibazar 250-bed  after post-mortem examina-
ne unco - Sadar Hospital. : tions.

e tank. . Moulvibagar  hospital’  Shrimangal police sta-
. Trying to - deputy supervisor Binendu tion officer-in-charge Ami-
van, Rana and thre Bhowmik told New Age nul Islam told New Age in
people also went that four out of the five died  the afternoon that the bod-
into the septic tank one af- -ontheirway tothe hospital. ies of the deceased were
ter another and all of them He said that the rest kept at the Moulvibazar
fell unconscious inside the Rahi Bunarji was given hospital after completion of
tank, he said. primary treatment at the spot examinations.

“Taju said that later other Moulvibazar hospital and  ‘Relatives of the deceased
workers of the tea garden then he was referred to the are trying to get permission

of the local administration
to cremate the bodies with-
out post-mortem examina-
tions,’ he added.
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' \Ta_n_g_gnliqr
in Bogura

BOGURA, July 29 (UNB):A -
36 -_u%ar—nid van '%hr died

m at
Mathurapur
village in Dhunat upazila of
Bogura district on
Tuesday.
The deceased was identified
as Zahidul Islam, son of

Aliuddinalias Palan Sheikh

of thevillage.
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death in city

Aman has been stabbed to
death in an attack in front of
the Martyred Intellectuals
Graveyard in Dhaka's
Mochammadpur, reports
bdnews24.com.
The victim was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital at 3pm on Saturday,
where the doctor-on-duty
declared him dead, according
to Inspector Md Faruk, the
officer-in-charge of the
hospital's police outpost.
The deceased has been
identified as 26-year-old
hardware store worker Fazle
Sumaon.
¥imon, a father of two, lives
with his family in a rented
house in Dhaka's Signboard
area.
He was visiting his sister in
Mohammadpur when
robbers accosted him,
sumon's sister Tania Akhter
said, "Sumon came to my
houseappodte the
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Bazar af around 11:00pm
when he came under attack
in the Chhayabithi Sarak
area. Assailants slit his
Ihml;mthﬁhﬂmwﬂﬂm'u
killing him on the spot. .-

‘Locals  informed

umu" HERT o5 R By

qI#CA

po-
lice after finding the body.
We recovered it and sent it
to Magura Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy,’ said
Ayub Ali, officer-in-charge of
Magura Sadar police station.
In a raid soon after the
incident, police detained
a 35-year-old man from a
nearby house and seized a
knife believed to have been
uudinthakﬂ]ing. ;
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in Dhaka on Tuesday.

g
combine of 14 labour rights

leasing out Ctg
Port to foreign
flmpany. SKO

@mnmanttoraﬁ‘ninﬁom
leasing out the port to the
foreign company.
Nurullah Bahar, a leader
of Chattogrm Port workers,
said that they would resist

- any attempt of leasing out

port to any foreign company.
SKOP central leader
Razequzzaman Ratan read-
out the declaration of tha
rally where he called on all
the labour rights organisa-
tions to wage a united move-
ment to resist any attempt
tulaasemrtthepuﬂtoany
foreign compan
labmnhadmsﬂbdulxad
er Hawlader, Mahbubul Alam,

Khnlequzzaman T
and others spoke at the rally.
The rally was followed by
a protest procession that pa-
raded different city roads.

)

WEDNESDAY, JULY: 16, 2025, SHRABAN 1, 1432BS |/ e’

The Sramik Karmachari Oiky Parishad organises a rally, calling upen the interim government to
refrain from leasing out Chattogram Port to foreign companies, in front of the National Press Club

— New Age photo
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