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AmMMMWhMMd&mmmmﬁmmthmammmw
bricklayers, carpenters, and of various ather skills waiting for work along the Mazar Road in Mirpur. The photo was taken on Monday in Mirpur-1. of worken
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ng women facing

‘harassment, obstruction

Kamrun Nahar Sumy

A NUMBER of women pro-
fessionals, including a col-
lege teacher and journalists,
have recently faced harass-
ment and obstruction while
carrying out their duties or
expressing opinions at the
hands of Islamist groups in
different places of the coun-
try, which has created a cli-
mate of fear and insecurity
in society.
Rights activists have
observed that atlacks on
 and harassment of work-
ing t:.romen have recently

Continued from page 1
[Islamists groups] demand,
which only boosted their
confidence and they now
want my punishment,’ said
Nadira.

She alleged that several
other women associated

with ‘Nari Angan’ were also
facing threats from Islamist

()ll?lsMay 27, a group of
students of Satkhira Gov-
ernment College reportedly
submitted a memorandum
to the college principal and
the Satkhira deputy com-
missioner, demanding that
Nadira not be allowed to join
as a teacher at the college
and that legal action be taken
after iuvcstig;lﬁ.ng the allega-
tions against her,

Nadira said, ‘Tslamist

groups might have instigated
the students to submit the
memorandum. 1 hope the
government will reconsider
its decision on my transfer
in light of my security con-
cerns.
In the other incidents,
female journalists were
prevented from perform-
ing their duties by Islam-
ist groups, including al. an
event attended by religious
affairs ministry adviser AFM
Khalid Hossain.

Mausuda Laboni, who
was barred from covering a
Hefazat-e-Islam even!, said

emerged as a trend, as female
athletes, film celebrities and
sex workers have also faced
attacks, harassment and ob-
struction by Islamist groups
or mobs under the name of
“Tawhidi Janata’,

They said that the in-
terim povernment, which
assumed power on August
8, 2024, after the ouster of
authoritarian Awami League
regime in a mass uprising,
failed to take strict action
against le involved in
stmhoﬂ’eprfconps. 5

They also alleged that
in some cases the interim

government's responses ap-
peared to favour Islamist
parties and groups.

In a recenl incident,
Nadira Yeasmin, assistant
professor of Bangla at Nars-
ingdi Government College.
was made an officer on spe-
cial duty and transferred to
Satkhira Government Cal-
lege through an education
ministry order on May 26
just a day after Hefazat-e-
Islam Bangladesh and other
religious groups protested
against Hisya (rights), a
magazine she edits and pub-
lishes, and demanded her

S So— . ‘They [lslamists groups]
women facing harassment

on May 29, ‘They told me:
mothers and sisters are not

‘When my male colleagues
protested at that and said they
wouldn't cover the event too,
they [Hefazat-e-lslam] later
claimed that it was a misun-
derstanding and allowed me
to cover the event, she said,
adding that she had never
faced such obstruction before.

Amy Jannat, a reporter
from the new agency United
News of Bangladesh, ex-
pressed her frustration in a
Facebook post after she was
barred from attending the
‘Online Entrepreneur Qaw-
mi Uddokta' event attended

the religious affairs advis-
2:-}: held at the China Friend-
ship International Confer-
ence Centre, in the mgilal's
Agargaon on January 29.

The religious affairs min-
istry later said that the advis-
er was merely a guest al th‘e
event and was not responsi-
hle for the actions of the or-

in Dinajpur and Jaipurhat on
' January 28 in the face of at-
tacks by Islamist gro m_-Tﬂh;
incidents on January 30 and
the Jaipurhat match took
place on February 5.
But, an inter-district girls’
football match could not take

place at Taraganj in Rangpur
on February 6 amid protests
reportedly by the Islami An-
dolan Bangladesh.

Asha Rani Roy, a goal-

of the Dinajpur Dis-
trict Women's Football Team,
told New Age on May 29 that
‘although they were able to
play some matches after the
game in Dinajpur was post-
poned on January 28, many
other matches could not take
I]l{[t‘,E‘ 'mcluding one that
was cancelled in May.

The obstruction has cre-
ated frustration, with some
female players, includ-
ing herself, now consider-
ing leaving the game, said
18-year-old Asha, who once

dreamed of playing for the

hila Parishad, said that there
were no ‘visible’ actions by
the government to address
such attacks and harass-
ment.

Referring to the Nadira's
transfer order, the rights

activist said that instead of

ensuring the victim's safety,
the government's response
seemed to support those vio-
lating women's rights.

The cancellation of quota
for women in jobs

- create a major hindrance to

‘women's empowerment and
participation in the job sec-
—_—

oY

removal from the college
within 48 hours.

The controversy arose
centring articles published
in the magazine that report-
edly support equal inher-
itance rights for men and
women — & stance some
religious groups claim con-
tradicts Islamic inheritance
laws — and her Facebook
past advocating for the same
rights following the submis-
sion of a report by the in-
terim  government-fortned
Women's Affairs Reforms
Commission on April 19,

tor, she said, referring to the
absence of women guota in
government jobs.

Shireen Hug, head of the
Women's Affairs Reform
Commission, said that there
was an expectation that vio-
lence against women would
decrease after the uprising,
which carried the spirit of
anti-discrimination, but that
did not happen in reality.

After the report submis- .
sion, even the members of
the Womer's Affairs Reform
Commission faced abusive
remarks by Hefazat-e-Islam
which later expressed regret
for the remarks after it was

served a legal notice in this
Actors Mehazabien

Chowdhury, Pori Moni and
Apu Biswas were barm_ﬂ
from attending evenis in
Chattogram, Tangail and
Kamrangirchar of Dhaka
respectively. Girls were at-
tacked creating mobs ﬁ
smoking in public, {
gven the Bangla Academy

shut down two stalls at the

Book Fair-2025
held in February over offer-
ing reproductive healthcare
products, following protests
by Islamists groups. Many
sex wiuf:ars were
aCross Gﬂ‘untfy.

Women and children af-
fairs rninistry adviser Shar-
meen S Murshid could not

carried oul a smear cam-
paign in social media groups
starting February this year
after the magazine was pub-
lished, but the campaign
intensified for the past one
month following the Face-
book post,’ said Nadira, also
a women's rights activist in-
volved with an online plat-
form named ‘Nari Angan’.

Alleging that the police
took no action despite her
repeated verbal complaints,
the teacher said, ‘Instead,
the povernment moved
to transfer me as per their

be reached for comments.

Contacled, the adviser's
private secretary, ‘Tareque
Mohammad Zakaria, on M?Y
29 asked for sending queries
and said that he would re-
g—pund after talking to the ad-
viser over the queries.

He, however, did not re-
spond to the queries till Sat-
urday.
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The International Labour
Organization (ILO)'s recently
released World Employment and
‘Social Outlook (WESO) report
portrays a rather grim picture about
the state of youth employment in
Bangladesh. This is more so, as

*{ according to the outgoing country
director of ILO, Bangladesh,
Global contraction of jobs is of grave
‘concern, especially for Bangladesh
which is undergoing political,
economic, social and climatic
transitions and sends over a million
workers abroad".

In this connection, going by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS)'s recently published Quarterly
Labour Force data, in the second
quarter of fiscal FY25, Bangladesh's
unemployment rose to 4,63 per cent.
The reason is, it says, the number of
people unable to get a job was
grawing. 5o, the prospectfor
Bangladeshi workers to get overseas
jobs looks less promising seeing that
the ILO in its global employment
forecast for 2025 projected the
creation of only 53 million jobs which
is 7.0 million fewer than 60 million
forecasted earlier. Against this
backdrop of declining trend in
overseas job prospects for .
Bangladeshiworkers, according toa
news report, Japan, a highly
industrialized Asian country, is going
to recruit 100,000 workers from
Bangladesh in the next five years is
undoubtedly heartwarming.

Understanding (MoUs)are learnt to
have been signed with Bangladesh's
Bureau of Manpower Employment
and Training (BMET), adepartment
under the Ministry of Manpower
Development and Social Welfare. The
organizations that signed the MoUs
with BMET are Kaikom Dream Street
(KDS) BD Co, Ltd.---a Japan-
Bangladesh joint venture company.
The second MoU, on the other hand,
was signed between BMET and
Japan's National Business Support
Combined Cooperatives (NBCC),a
Japanese federation representing
some 65 companies and the Japan
Recruiting Agency
' (JBBRA). Obviously, the private « <
initiatives are recogised both by the
| governments of Japan and
Bangladesh regarding Bangladeshi
workers' recruitment in Japan. The

are not unwelcome due to restrictive

whosaid,

inthis connection, two Memoranda of demographic crises. But when in

importance of theseeventsliesinthe ;4 gpecified Skilled Workers (S5O
fact that unlike in the case of Western ;... vive and operate by the name]of

job markets, Bangladeshi job-seekers

THE FINANCIALEXPRESs _Monday - June 2, 2025

Job prospects, well-being
‘of migrant workers

}m@::ipm@. gl;‘:::; :g:::g signed with NBCCand J_BBRAr,‘;sd :
ng worke T noted in the foregoing, ona e
their lives at the hands of the illicit  yr3ining centre, styled, Bhalo Chakri
- t{afﬂckers. Training Centre, will be setup under
The ﬁndmgskqf asurvey he'f ’I_':'m;1 the TTIP and SSWO programmes.
months backin Japan reveal that 37 yyhat is very interesting tonote in
per cent of the 3,500 companies this connection is that that different
:vhhi&thmr:i ::dte'mr:red. am‘:::‘ representatives of the Japanese
at they hired fo B_F'I\_"ﬂj_b_ o industrial groups including the

ﬂ“”’ﬁ. U""‘““I o o) beleve chairman of NBCC, Mikio

gﬂ:or bastar fhan Japanese Kasagayama, and the director of the
workers. In fact, thisis a big shift in shizuoka Workplace Development
jaganese employers' mindset since in Cooperative, Mitsuru Matsuhita, have
the past, the foreign workers who openly expressed their choice about
arrived I:‘I Japan on 'technical interim' ::;e sl:ll.!led .hyoung workers from
visas got low-paid jobs. But the e SR
attitude has changed for the better This is a clear message from the
over the years, thanks to Japan's Japanese corporate world that japan,
declining " ation, The Japanese unlike other rich nations,

\ “iD‘“ Inl cluding foreign industrialised or otherwise, will not
Tt Tl 850,800 g8 - -3 DS Rpechtiicor suen Hostiie
million in 2024, This marked the g.nrkp!ace ;:)r Bangla‘d;shm:rkers.
R jecki ., Givenitsa ng population, the
straight 14thyyear of L , country is going toimport an

: ion. ) far - =
country's population.in 2022, fot increasing number of foreign workers

) kinga
insmr:t?;::al()::t\::e: l;n :ndg: 4 years in the coming days. In that case, the
]:;:u ) shrank by 296,000 to 74.2 government should expand the skills
EE : training facilities and Japanese

million. - language courses. Beinga labour-

i t by 2060, 0
;tjruul:mgp::jempowd:::imwwﬂm surplus nation, Bangladesh should
further decline to 47.95 million in make the most of this opportunity.
Japan. Similarly. the labour force is While celebrating the widening

' : prospects for job opportunities for

jected to contract by 24 per cent
lor 16.1 million by 2050, Sucha
|demographic regression inan
| advanced industrial nation is only
| expected. All industrially advanced
nations are facing similar

ourworkers in Japan or any other
overseas destinations, the
government should not lose sight of
the fact that the Bangladeshi
expatriate workers are not mere hard
currency earning machines. Their and
: ) ;

Europe and North America, some ;’:’:F :’:E:::n‘:::: l::’i:::f;;‘::;‘;
_polmci_ans arew_hkpi_ng e v Bangladeshi diplurr:al.lc missions in
immigrant prejudice and obstructing  he host countries. Arecent report by
entry of foreign yvorkers,]apan has  he Refugee and Migratory

adopted the policy of welcoming  pgvement Research Unit (RMMRU),
them. However, unlike the job an organization working for better
markets in the Gulf Arab states where governance and services in the

most of Bangladesh's unskilled migration sector, came up with some
labour force has been traditionally shocking statistics about the deaths
destined, the Japanese labour market ¢ expatriate workers abroad. It says,
has practically no place for unskilled, 34 per cent of these migrant workers
‘or semi-skilled workers. Another die unnatural deaths in their host
barrier is the language. But the good .oy ptries, Of these deaths, 16 per
newsis that the Japanese companies cant reportedly die in accidents, while
wu“ﬂg totake Bal'lghde?h‘ workers 15 per cent commit suicide. But some
have come forward in this regard. The g per cent of the families and

; Imithusig.ned =N *it,hwa‘ff“ relatives of the dead migrant workers
instance; will set up a specialised ' " *

have no faith in the death certificates
issued by the authorities concerned of
the host countries. Analysing the
RMMRLU report, a discussion eventon
the issue last week in the city, pointed
out that the average age of the

e accident and suicide victims is 37
Dream Street Business Training years. In some cases, the deaths are
Center (DSBTC} The other Mol :IlISEd Undmh‘lﬂnstmms“m

training cell at the Monohardi
Technical Training Centre (MTTC).
This facility will be under the Japan's
Technical Training Program (TTIP)

[ No'further post-mortem *

ob

— examinations are done in Bangladesh

after the dead migrantworkers' arrive
in Bangladesh, though some corpses
show marks of injury. Since
challenging death certificates of the
victim workers issued by the host
government might be a sensitive
issue, the World Health Organization
(WHO)'s involvernent and its guidance
need to be ensured in this case.

In sum, of all the concerns often
expressed about the expatriate
workers and their status, the ones
about their personal well-being
should take centre stage.

sfalim.ds@gmail.com
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BUDGET - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association (BG-
MEA) has applauded the govemment
announcement to keep the source tax
on exporis and corporate tax for in-
dustries unchanged in the proposed
budget for the fiscal vear 2025-26.

The current budget is particularly
significant for the ready-made gar-
ment (RMG) sector, which faces
immense pressure from local and
international challenges, including
recent US retaliatory tariffs, India’s
cancelled transhipment, high bank
interest rates, rising wages, and fre-
quent increases in gas and electric-
ity prices, the BGMEA said in a press
release after the budget proposals
presented by Finance Adviser Sale-
huddin Ahmed yesterday.

In a positive development for in-
dustry, the budget outlines plans to

reduce the overall rost of electric-
ity generation by 10% to gradually
decrease subsidies in the power
sector, said the BGMEA. Further-
more, a decision has been made not
to raise electricity prices shortly to
control inflation, which the BGMEA
deems a highly beneficial step for in-
dustries, it said. i

The association said that with
Bangladesh set to graduate from LDC
status in 2026, the RMG industry,
contributing 8494 to exports, antici-
pates even greater challenges. In this
context, the BGMEA had submitted
several budget proposals aimed at ad-
dressing current issues and maintain-
ing the industry’s competitive edge
post-graduation, it saic.

The BGMEA also welcomed propos-
i alsfora Tkizs crore fund for women en-
| trepreneurs, Tkao0 crore for research
to leverage blue economy potential,
Tkioo crore to combat climate change
risks, and another Tkioo crore special
fund to create young entreprensurs.

Budget measures to benefit
RMG mdustry BGMEA

MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2025, '_

+ 124D factories clear
festival allowances

Staff Correspondent

SO FAR, a total of 4,242
factory units of various in-
dustrial hubs and export
processing zones have paid
their festival allowances
as of Sunday ahead of Eid-
ul-Azha, one of the biggest
festivals for the Muslims,
according to the lndusl:nal
Police data.

The IP data also stated
that about 43.81 per cenl
factories have  already
cleared festival allowances
to the workers so far, where
5,441 factories of total 9,683
units yet to pay feslwal al-

- lowances.

Moreover, according to
the industrial police data, so
far 849 factory units cleared
their wages for the month of
May.

Meanwhile, according to

the Bangladesh Labour Act,

7 working daysafterthamd

of the wage period.
As the Eid-ul-Azha is
scheduled to be celebrated

“on June 7, maximum indus-
trial would be closed around -

june 3-5.
Lion portion factory units

of the readymade garment

sector, the highest export
earner of the couniry, al
ready cleared the festival
allowances, aecording to
the monitoring report of the
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-
sociation.

Farlier, on May 24, indus-
trial police said that the pay-
ment of wages and festival
allowances for' the workers
in 198 readymade garment
factories remains uncertain
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

Talking to New Age,
Bahul Akhter, General secre-
tary of the Bangladesh Gar-

Federation, said that they
expect all the factory units
must clear their full wages
for May and festival allow-
ances by June 3.

Wellness retreals

‘Moreover, we also de-
mand all the factory units

must go on Eid holidays on -

June 5, so that the workers
can travel their Eid )ourney
safely and comfortably,’ he
added.

Earlier, on May 19, Home
Affairs Adviser Lt General
(Retd) Jahangir Alam in-
structed the manufacturers
to clear the workers' May

wages and festival allow-
ances ahead of Eid-ul-Azha
between June 1 and 3.

He also urged the factory
owners to accept the workers'
and warned that law enforce-
ment agencies will fake action
if any attempt is made to block
roads or disrupt public move-
ment over demands.

wages must be paid within ment and Industrial Workers

. 2 W o T, OF xR,

A fares FeTiel
wafareTa e
AR T4

forera elforawia, o1

e e e W fonlh wefarea
WA weAe HIEEE HIE STEl R
wEfiree Side @nae O9E Yo MR 7
a9 T e L Snam |
od - TAEEl SR W 03e-30
wdqEaE ATGE A%d alei, WeAEe
oo, =ene oIfew e ofEe e
nﬁmﬁwmcﬂrﬁmaﬁwﬁm
= ofepaids o¥ta wifiwee AfE Yo
B TE B9 Gen garad| adie aFEe
i @Al 9ot wufae e s A S

Braee ¢E00 (e 94N AT 50 TEE .

Bt 1 o T B @9 didh FaEias
(EIEEICE B s 7

carHifea =6 Twem o e =99 po:
302 50 WAHANS TANET WL T,
el woEE ¢ wie Femd werETE

S e o G I

ATt T wianeTe T8 =W SEdETEE
wlim s =fee e €|
WS cuTE Efea wmes =i fofsem
& Sirve ST FAres] S CACH AT |
wis aane wnfrm wda ove 9
qANA (59 FRAT q S Ten =T
wEARCE  EeEn A B 89y
A 4, 2 (AT o @il e
wesel wEfe, @ BEan N wEils
wereem wrfars ol W 4l § T =
Wi e welaEE Y WIS e F9
T TR | SRS wge B 4 ¥ S
wanae ¥4 e e afien e
oA | Siee EoE HRE A .
afire =fies Yieae o9 Ta9 2UR
AT & R B S (T e

T g | ol @2 QA ate, ITEn -

T Wiamse (Al BREl (REE T A1
wiienwe & ATNES MATel T e
g 31 we ufwEa SRR o S
o w56 SHal | S T
fites s e @ba o TR,
frmg Blacar o wEwel AW Al

S ST AHAMES] AR | i T GEE T e (403 A w2 S Ae Al
e BYfEm (are A o T SRS AT T @ Rem afe sws e
o®
|




'C“HWW

- IEaPE

‘FNT Wlﬁﬁ?{Qqu

BeEife edaurad 3
wEraTE 8,858
(16 werg

A et ¢
TS (F15, THE

e aforn >

Efcass wramm FrEE (AT AwlE W o

vefs wsfaerag o3 Aie ArEfEesn 2
HCE . TR o WO TS
WA auilA Tayud g (240E) awe
wey 4% fou TH gvwe | wewmfed
garefg @i Wi Y@ Aieiee | tefe
ei3fe eiawe Tafbarsm TSRS @iwE

A |
e sfemvame o =, wﬁ.‘ms-
aewﬂm:*ﬂmtwm%
w7E WifErHrE b1 ZIEHE 858

I 3039-38 I (10 51 X 88L
@ T o @R e s
auile @iEe wsernal A Zieg mﬁ
TR

iﬁﬁawmﬂlﬁ wY O THE (WA

FEil =E T 8qe @0 TEE, T T
TEAT EFE FAGE TEAR .80 <TEred
@ | o qEEa o T aufE e fEm
ga¢ (0 T |

qqidred Wrsl adiae ke A9 qel Moo @il G |
i Wrs e e aeifars ae  orEE e oot gl s = v @

TEARH (@0TE | 9B UTS #fE T
Yo ST | G2 TS (UTE by ITH EWH
(NI SE IEEa GSE TuEE W
fom wrwa eaq @ fE wam |

G WM STEA (AP AEE .o

IR (@S TS OF TEF Lhs 05

T, W FbemmE emeE A

Yo.nb TERM @TF WEETR 4% TEE

Bed s e

& IS ST %I 0EE = @ AT

wﬁw [TSTE (SR WYl =T
S0 EEEN [TE T e 5 I vo

v | fenfas o G e 2w Wy
(@IS 39,00 “I5les | O FIE SW L
By (FIfF @9 | BTIE] € BRIEETS T
T @RS 5300 *FSiee | SE S TraE

TER | T (AIEIE JSE W@ | A
(AW GRSUE (AT oo 8¢ =R Y
(@rE WE TEE 8y @0 8o WY TEHE
HfEE AT W @R Shobd WA |
ATE wE w39 @ v

wgaferg Ty s» @B 9o T TR
& W R ArErE ¢.ad =oed |
(BHBIE= e ([@IE(E H.qb *[T1 | T
I b3 F1 ¢ A TR | G T 4G 8
FHBES #AT=1 SIH SEE 8,94 <o | WE
S S TEE 9% (@0 bo 7Y T4 |
BINGETS S o] HE ook <ot
SR o (@175 o 7Y T

e
world still had 138m
child labourers in
2024:1L.O

&FP Uuitr:dhhums

Maﬂy ISH mﬂ]mn ch.lldmn were sull workmg
in the world's fields and factories in 2024, the
United Nations said yesterday, warning thar given
the slow pace of progress, eliminating child labor
. could be delayed by “hundreds of years.”
Ten years ago, upon adopting the so-called
Sustainable Development Goals, the world’s
countries set themselves the ambitious target of
putting an end to child labor by 2025.
© “That timeline has now come (0 an end. But
child labor has not,” Unicef and the International
*~ Labor Organization (ILO) said in a joint report.

/,..m\\ Last year 137.6 million children

ages 5-17 were working, or

o= e

20

| AN

approximately 7.8 percent
s of all children in that
age group, according o
. data published every
. four years. The higure
is equivalent to twice

¢ the total population of
' France, -
This  nevertheless

represents a drop since
2000, when 246 million
children were forced 1o
work, often 1o help theu"
impoverished families.

After a worrying rise between 2016 and 2020,
the trend has now reversed, with 20 million fewer
children working in 2024 than four years prior.

*Significant progress” has been recorded in
reducing the number of children forced into
labor, Unicef chief Catherine Russell said.

“Yet far too many children continue to toil in
mines, factones or fields, often doing hazardous
work to survive.”

According to the report, nearly 40 percent of
the 138 million child laborers were employed in
2024 doing particularty hazardous work “likely to
jeopardize their health, safety, or development.”

.= SRS
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Bangladesh not on track to
end child labour by 2025

ILO, UNICEF say

United News of Bangladesh -
Dhaka

WHILE a new report shows a
sharp decline in child labour
in the Asia-Pacific r@on the
situation in Banglndaah isnot
the same,

The hroader child labour
rate . (detrimental forms of
work) - remained - relatively
stable at 4.4 per cent in 2022,
up marginally from 4.3 per
cent in 2013, indicating that

despite significant progress-

over the past two decades
driven by increased. s

. enrolment, Bangladesh is niot
. on track to eliminate child la-

" bour by the 2025, according
to new estimates released on
Thursday by the Internation-
al Labour ‘Organisation and
UNICEE

Most working children
remain in informal employ-
ment, often facing long hours
and poor working conditions.

This ts the urgent
need for sustained efforts to
protect children across the
nation, said the report titled
‘Child Labour: Global est-
mates 2024, trends and the
road forward',

‘The findings of this global
repart, alengside our own
data in Bangladesh, offer both
encouragement and a call o
action,’ said Rana Flowers,
UNICEF representative in
Bangladesh.

While they acknowledge
the progress in reducing haz-
ardous child labour in Bang-

ladesh, Rana Flowers said

adding that the stagnant over-
all child labour prevalence
showed that there was much
more to do.

‘Strengthening support to
families, thiough a strength-
“ened social protection’ sys-
tem; énsuring universal . ac-
cess to quality education, and
investing in social services

including child protection

services are critical. Children
helong in schools and at play,
not in the workforce, and we
must collectively recommil
to ensuring their rights are

-upheld,’ she said.

While -global efforts have
led to a significant reduction
im child labour, nearly 138
million children were en-
gaged in child labour in 2024,
including around 54 million
in hazardous work likely to
jeopardise their health, safety
or development, according to
nwesmnales

Against Ch_lld Labour and on
International Day of Play, un-
derscores a stark reality that
while gains have been made,
millions of children are still
being denied their right to
learn, play, and simply be
children.

While there has been a
commendable decline
hazardous child labour, from
3.2 per cent in 2013 to 2.7 per
cent in 2022 (representing
about 1,07 million children),
the ' overall = proportion  of
working children (ages 5-17)
slightly increased from 8.7
per cenl to 8.9 per cent dur-
ing the same period.

Child labour compromises
children’s education, limiting
their rights and their future

in

opportunities, and putting
them at risk of physical and
mental harm,

It is also a consequence of
poverty and lack of access to
quality education, pushing
families to send their chil-
dren to work and perpetual-
ing inter-generational cycles
of deprivation.

According to the global
dala, agriculture remains the
largest sector for child labour,
accounting for 61 per cent of
all cases, followed by services
(27 per cent), ]Jke dnme_sm

_wark in_
Jay markels, and madus

, cent), mt.luclu;g mining and

Inar .

. On the occasion of the
World Day Against Child
Labour, Gunjan Dallakoti,
officer-incharge of [LO
Bangladesh, highlighted the
importance of effectively
implementing 1LO Conven-
tions, which Bangladesh has
ratified, alongside national
legal frameworks to eliminate
child labour,

Expressing concern over
the stagnation of progress in
eradicating child labour, he
emphasised the urgent need
for renewed commitment
through a whole-of-society
approach.

He stressed that meaning-
ful progress requires coardi-

Afile photo shows a sixyear-old boy carrying a stack of potholders

in Dhaka.

— AFP photo

S

nated efforts from communi-
lies, employers, trade unions,
civil society, NGOs and the
media.

Reaffirming the ILO's
continued support, he un-
derscored that decent work
could not exist where child
labour persisted and - called
for collective action to ensure
every child enjovs a safe, edu-
cation-filled childhood.

To accelerate progress,
UNICEF and ILO are calling
for governments and slake-
holders 10 take urgent steps.
_They outlined the following;:

RS in-adaplive social
protection following life-cy-
cle based approach to cover
vulnerable households, in-
cluding through social safety
nets such as universal child
benefits, so families do not
resort to child labour,

Strengthen child protec-
tion systems to identify, pre-
vent, and respond to children

at risk, sspecially those fac-

ing the worst forms of child
labour, ‘

Provide universal access to
guality education, especially
in rural and erisis-affected ar-
eas, $0 every child can learn.

Ensure decent work and
productive -econemic oppor-
tunities for adults and youth,
including rights at work aﬂl:’:
HCOESS Lo Tesources.

Impose stringent purusl.l—
ment and enforce laws and
business accountability to
end - exploitation and pro-
tect children across supply
chains.

Singe 2000, child labour
has almost halved globally,
from 246 million to 138 mil-
lion, vet current rates remain
too slow;, and the world has
fallen short of reaching the

12025 global elimination target.

To end it within the next
five years, the current rates of
progress would need to be 11
times faster.

Y
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RMG export

earnings over ey 5o @i 5o T

Q3

$6b in

THE net exports of the
readymade garment items
stood at $6.09 billion in the
January-March quarter or
third quarter of the current
financial year 2024-25, ac-
cording to the Bangladesh
Bank.

The RMG sectors gross
earnings were $10.35 bil-
lion, according to the BB
publication titled ‘Quar-
terly Review on RMG: Jan-
uary-March of FY25',

The import value of
raw materials (raw cotton,
synthetic or viscose fibre,
synthetic or mixed yarn,
cotton yarn, textile fabrics
and accessories for gar-
ments) stood at $4.25 bil-
lion in January-March of
FY25. .

" According to the Bang-
ladesh Bank data, the im-
port value of raw materials
accounted for 41.10 per
cent of total RMG export
earnings.

As a result, the value ad-
dition in the RMG exports
stood at 58.90 per cenl.

However, the net export
earnings from the sec-
tor wilnessed a negative
growth of 3.70 per cent
from the preceding quar-
ter (October-December of
FY25), which was $6.33
hillion.

Meanwhile, the net
earnings were 3.45 per
cent higher than the same
quarter of the previous
FY24, which was §$5.89 bil-
lion, said the central bank
data. :

In Q3 of FY25, the
sectons gross earnings also
marked a slight decline
of 0.19 per cent from the
preceding quarter of the
same financial year, lo
$10.35 billion, which was
$10.36 billion for the Oc-
tober-December quarter of
FX26.

However, this figure
represented a 6.34 per cent
increase from the same pe-
riod in the ious FY24,

which was $9.73 billion,
despite continued global’

economic  uncertainties
and fluctuating demand in
key export markets.

The value addition also
declined by more than 2
percentage points to 58.80
per cent, which was 61.04
per cent in the preceding
quarter of FY25 (October-
December).

Moreover, value addi-
tion also witnessed a de-
cline of nearly 2 percent-
age points from the same
quarter of the previous
financial year (January-
March FY24), which was
60.55 per cent, according
to the central bank data.

During Q3 of FY25, the
RMG export made a signif-
icant contribution of 8.99
per cent to the country’s
GDP -

The Bangladesh Bank

data also said that the

main destinations of Bang-~

ladesh’s RMG exports
were the United States,
Germany, the UK, Spain,
France, the Netherlands,
Italy, Canada, and Belgium

during Q3 of FY25, from .

where Bangladesh earned
about 90 per cent of its lo-
tal earnings from the RMG
exports.

According to the quar-
terly report, the govern-
ment and the Bangladesh
Bank have taken several
measures to facilitate the

production and export of

the RMG sector, including
pre-shipment credit, in-
centives for export expan-
sion, and funds for export
green transformation, ex-
port facilitation, and ex-
port development.

The central bank report
also stated that the RMG
sector in Bangladesh dem-
onstrated strong resilience
and steady growth during
Q3 of FY25, driven by in-
creased global demand and
production efficiency.

The report expected
that the significant perfor-
mance of the. RMG sector

would be reaffirmed dur- . T

[s¢ 1 .

ing the whole FY25, set-
ting a positive outlook for
the coming years.
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Poverty spending shrinks in new budgetl_

J Economists warn of 'mistimed retreat' amid soaring mflatmn , sluggish growth
o

I

f

JAHIDUL ISLAM

Despite mounting economic
| pressures on low-income
| households, the government has
| slashed the allocation for poverty
i reduction in the proposed national
budget for FY2025-26, raising
concerns among economists and
development experts about the
direction of fiscal priorities.
The proposed budget earmarks Tk
4,48 trillion for poverty reduction,
down from Tk 4.61 trillion in the
original budget far the outgoing
fiscal year.
As a share of the total budget,
poverty-focused spending has
decreased from 57.9 per cent to
56.77 per cent, accordingto a
Finance Division summary titled
"Poverty Reducing Expenditure.”
In absolute terms, this marks a
nominal cut of Tk 129.94 billion in

POVER]
BUDG
TREND

(Figures in Tk frillon)

¢ Finance Division

2024-25 2025-26
< Share of poverty Allocation

200122
s Budget

Pqwod'ssaidxajepueuyayy

== Poverty Allocation

Indirect poverty
programmes:
Tk 147t

Direct poverty
programmes:
Tk 3.01t

Orop in poverty share
over 2 FYs: 3.89
percentage points

Total cut in nominal
poverty-reduction

B> loa\|ls)

funding YoY: Tk 129.94b

inflation, weak investment, and a direct support for the poor through the Tk 2.46 trillion development 0.25 per cent. has not translated into
| slow recovery inemployment, social safety nets, such ascash ' budget, is similarly classified. Other low-ranking agencies include  proportionate income growth, and |
| lower-income groups are under transfers and subsidised food Budget documents reveal that the the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, paverty levels have not declined as L
|i increasing stress. distribution. Ministry of Food will receive the Econemic Relations Division, and expected,

poverty-related allocations withina
single fiscal year, The decline in
budget share amountsto 1.13

high inflation and a slowdown in

38.10 per cent of the total budget,

cent).

; Modeling (SANEM), was more |

percentage point year-on-year. investment and employment, has and Tk 1.47 trillion (18.66 per Other high-ranking ministries critical of the classification itself.

A longer-term view shows an even reduced rather than increased cent) inindirect spending with include the Ministry of Disaster "Wha is this report being made to
more concerning trend. The revised  support for the poor=falling short of  potential poverty alleviation Management and Relief (88.43per  satisfy?"' he asked, calling the
budget for FY 2023-24 allocated Tk the rising demand for expanded impact. y cent), Ministry of Railways (87.66 poverty-reduction label "arbitrary
4.33 trillion-60.66 per cent of the benefits to protect vulnerable This marks adecline from last year's  percent), and Ministry of Primary and ad hoc."

total outlay-for povertyreduction.  populations," said Dr Mustafa K. original budget, where direct and and Mass Education (87.22 per He argued that only well-targeted
Over just twa years, the share of Mujeri, former Director General of indirect poverty reduction shares cent). social protection programmes can
poverty-related spending has the Bangladesh Institute of stood at 38.88 per centand 19.02 On the other end of the spectrum, be considered direct poverty
dropped by 3.89 percentage points,  Development Studies (BIDS). per cent respectively. several governmeant institutions reduction, while broader

signaling what many seeasa
waning policy emphasis on poverty
alleviation.

Economists warn that this shift
comes at a particularly vulnerable
time. With persistently high

Yet the new budget appears to

reduce, rather than strengthen, the

fiscal support aimed at them,
"It is disappointing that the
announced budget, unvelled amid

He expressed concern that much of
the allocation may not reach its
intended beneficiaries due to

‘inefficiencies in targeting and

implementation.
He emphasised the need for greater

The national budget for FY 2025~
26, proposed by Finance Advisor
Dr Salehuddin Ahmed on June 2,
includes Tk 3.01 trillion in direct
paverty reduction spending, ar

According to the Finance Division,
Tk 2.84 trillion-or 53.06 per cent of
the Tk 5.35 trillion operating
budget-is considered poverty-
reducing expenditure, An additional
Tk 1.63 trillion, or 66.46 per cent of

largest poverty-focused share of its
allocation, 98.01 per cent, followed
by the Bridges Division (94.04 per
cent) and the Statistics and
Infarmatics Division (90.44 per

show negligible or no poverty~
focused allocations. The President's
Office and the Office of the
Comptroller and Auditor General
received zero per cent, while the
National Parliament received just

the Anti-Corruption Commission.
Dr Selim Raihan, Professor of
Economics at Dhaka University and
Executive Director of the South
Asian Netwark on Economic

development investments-though
important-should not be lumped
together without clear
methodological justification.
Raihan also pointed out that |
economic growthin recent years

He warned that uniess poverty
spending is restructured and better
targeted, the budget risks failing |
the very peopleit claims to support. \
Jjahid.rn@gmail.com |
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Wh 10 economic zones,

cludmg BGMEA’s

arment park, were ¢

ECONOMIC ZOMNES - BANGLADESH

JAHIR RAYHAN

Licences of 10 proposed economic
zones (EZs), including BGMEA's gar-
ment industrial park in Munshiganj,
.were revoked by the Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Zones Authority (Beza) in April,

Beza, under the Yunus-led inter-
im government, has opted to focus
on completing just 10 zones instead
of nearly 100 planned by the previ-
ous government, Canceling 10 EZs, it
hinted that the development of the
remaining ones would be left to the
next elected government,

Although no specific reasons
were cited during the cancellation
announcement, conversations with
Beza officials and stakeholders in-
volved in these zones revealed sever-
al causes, such as the unwillingness
of applicants to move forward, fail-
ure to submit required decuments
and a lack of environmental clear-

Why BGMEA’s EZ was cancelled
The proposed Garment Industrial
Park in Munshiganj was planned on
470 acres of land, where the Ban-
gladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
intended to establish a dedicated in-
dustrial zone for the apparel sector.
However, since the initiative began
in 2013, not a single factory has been
built on the site.

According to Beza sources, the
licence was cancelled after repeated
attermnpts to engage with the appli-
cant failed to yield results. Despite
several verbal communications, the
BGMEA did not submit the required
documents necessary for setting up
the zone.

Former BGMEA president Fa-
ruque Hassan told TBS that there
were complications regarding the
land allocatéd for the park in Mun-
shiganj.

“The land price was considered
too high, and there were also issues

~a project by Umque Group, received
its pre-qualification licence from
Beza in 2016. [ts cancellation was
based on a 2023 court verdict stem-
ming from a writ petition filed by the
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela). Acting on this
judgment, Beza's governing board
decided to revoke its licence.

For the Sonadia Eco Tourism
Park in Cox’s Bazar, Beza officials
stated it no longer had any develop-
ment plans for the site. A letter was
sent to the Cox's Bazar deputy com-
missioner to initiate the process of
transferring the 9,467 acres of land
in Sanadia back to the Forest De-
partment to protect the area’s envi-
ronment and biodiversity.

Beza Executive Chairman Chowd-
hury Ashik Mahmud Bin Harun ex-
plained in a Facebook post that the
decision was made in the interest of
environmental protection.

“We've handed back Sonadia
[sland to the Forest Department for

ancelled

Sonadia's zone had Imnaliy ‘been
supported by the previous Prime
Minister’s Office, which formed a
five-member committee to advance
the zone, but it never received clear-
ance from the environment ministry,
ultimately leading to its cancellation.

The Gajaria Economic Zone in
Munshiganj was proposed on 97.98
acres of government land, but 46.21
acres wete lost to river erosion. Le-
gal disputes over the remaining land
have made it impossible to proceed
with the project, prompting its can-
cellation.

The Shreepur Economic Zone, ini-
tially planned on 510 acres in Maona
and Dhanua mouzas of Gazipur's
Shreepur upazila, was also dropped
after the establishment of the Japa-
nese Economic Zone in Narayanganij,
which served a similar purpose.

The Mymensingh Economic Zone
faced land acquisition challenges.
Although a proposal was made for
468 acres, of which 320.77 acres

ance from the environment ministry.
The decision was made during —
Beza’s 8th govemning board meeting

" w were privately owned, the high cost
related to th ablishm conservation,” he wrote. “Industri-,

o avobsctii i alisation and job creation are im- Of acquisition led to the zone's can-
power piﬂ.ﬂt m thE ar&d Because ﬂf por‘ta.nt but not at the cost Of the Celiaﬁﬂn
these factors, no apparel entrepre- _

held on 13 April in Dhaka, chaired by
board president and Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus.

At a press conference after the
meeting, Beza Executive Chairman
Chowdhury Ashik Mahmud Bin Harun
- said, “The board, under the leadership
of the chief adviser, decided to cancel
the licences of these 10 zones, We do
not believe these economic zones are
necessary, which is why their licences
have been revoked.”

The list of cancelled EZs includes
five government zones and five pri-
vate zones, The cancelled government
zones are; Sonadia Eco Tourism Park
in Cox's Bazar, Sundarban Tourism in
Bagerhat, Gajaria Economic Zone in
Munshiganj, Shreepur Economic Zone
in Gazipur, and Mymensingh Econom-
ic Zone in Ishwarganj, Mymensingh.

The cancelled private zones are:
Garment Industrial Park proposed
by BGMEA in Munshiganj, Chatak
Economic Zone in Sunamganj, Fam-
kam Economic Zone in Bagerhat,
City Special Economic Zone in Dha-
ka and Sonargaon Economic Zone in
Narayangani. ==

neurs felt confident enough to invest
there,” he said.

Farugue said that when the Mir-
sarai Economic Zone in Chattogram
was later developed, land was allo-
cated there specifically for BGMEA
members, Additionally, many gar-
ment entrepreneurs acquired land in
Mirsarai individually.

“Once Mirsarai zone is operation-
al, the need for a garment cluster in
Munshiganj becomes irrelevant to
industry stakeholders,” he added.

1t is worth mentioning that BG-
MEA has already signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)} with
Beza to develop a Garments Village
on 500 acres of land in the Mirsarai
Economic Zone.

Reasons why other EZs

were cancelled

Among the 10 EZs whose licences

were cancelled by the Beza, each

faced specific legal, environmental,

or implementation-related setbacks.
Sonargaon Economic Zone Lid,

gladesh doesn't need 100 economic
zones. Even five well-planned green
economic zones would transform
the country.”

He also noted that in the original
master plan for Mirsarai National
Economic Zone, the Sitakunda forest
area was included, but it has since
been excluded. With 16,000 acres

environment. I've said before — Ban-

As for Famkam Ecormmic Zone,
City Special Economic Zone, and
Chatak Economic Zone, Beza officials
said that the private companies be-
hind these proposals eventually lost
interest and decided not to pursue
the establishment of the zones. With
no follow-up or required submissions,
their licences were revoked as well.

already acquired in Mirsarai, he said Interim govt focusing on 10 EZs
the zone has the potential to create The interim government plans to

250,000 jobs, with additional land
available in Matarbari.

“We don’'t see the need to de-
stroy forests for industrialisation,”
he said, adding that unused land

work on 10 economic zones. In the
first phase, six zones will be com-
pleted with adequate utility con-
nections (gas, electricity and water)
and road infrastructure, before work

in Mirsarai is being considered for a commences on the remaining four,
300 MW solar power project under according to Beza officials familiar
a public-private partnership (PPP) with the matter.

model.

The 10 zones are National Special

Ashik, who also serves as execu- Economic Zone, Srihatta Economic
tive chairman of the Bangladesh In- Zone, Japanese Economic Zone, Ma-
vestment Development Authority heshkhali Economic Zone, Jamalpur
(Bida), emphasised that the govern- Economic Zone, Anwara Economic
ment is committed to promoting in- Zone, Sabrang Tourism Park, Chan-
dustry without harming nature. “We dpur Economic Zone, Kushtia Eco-
want to leave behind a greener coun- nomic Zone and Bhutanese Econom-
try for the next generation,” he said. ic Zone in Kurigram.
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R NEGLECTED PEACEBUILDERS

Dhaka’s informal women
workers

crime but also the threat of eviction, unpredictabil-
ity of earnings, and the everyday violence of neglect.
—— ActionAid discovered in its research that over 80% of
Dhaka Street vendors had been victimised by some
form of harassment—by police, local extortionists, or
even buyers. "Peace is when nobody drives me away,"
says Shefali (pseudonym), a vendor at New Market.
Itis not, nevertheless, naive resilience. They act, -
" arrange child care, or initiate spontaneous savings
" ¢lubs when calamity hits at the local level. Women

~ who were employed in the informal sector moved
into the spotlight during the Covid-19 lockdown
when a majority of male breadwinners lost their em-
ployment. Some began home-based food enterprises;
others distributed masks. These were not just surviv-
al measures—these were acts of social solidarity and
community-building.

Major Shajeda Akter Moni
Contributor

Women informal workers in
Dhaka, vital to urban resilience,

weave everyday peace amidst
poverty and neglect. Yet, their
contributions remain overlooked
in policy and peacebuilding
frameworks

eep in Dhaka, under chaos and heat, infor-

mal economy women quietly interweave the

threads of urban resilience—without presence
in peace and security debates,

At 5:30 AM, Aklima Begum (pseudonym), a
39-year-old street food seller in Karwan Bazar, un-
furls her cart laden with boiled eggs and puffed rice.
Beneath the cloth that will shield her from the morn-
ing sun, she begins another day of struggle against
heat, harassment, and uncertainty. "If 1 one
day, we don't eat,” she states. Her volce is firm, but
her eyes reveal a life teetering on the brink of survival
and resilience.

Across Dhaka, tens of thousands of women like
Aklima, work in the informal economy—in vending,
in waste-picking. in garment subcontracting, and
- as domestic workers. It accounts for around 87% of
all Bangladesh employment, and increasingly it is
women at its foundation. They don't wear uniforms
or carry weapons, but their economic participation
under precarious conditions is critical to producing
everyday peace in a more unequal city.

Peace, oftentimes considered in the backdrop of
war and unrest, must be admired from the unsaid
struggles that women face on a daily basis in the
urban areas—against poverty, climate threats, and
institutional neglect, The Women, Peace and Secu-
tity (WPS) agenda, grounded in UN Security Council
Resolution 1325, focuses on women's participation in
peace processes. But do we ever consider peace built
in traffic intersections, in slums, or under plastic
awning tarpaulin?

Take the case of Korail slum. During the heat-
wave in 2023, tin roofs were hotter than 42°C within
households. Women informal sector workers, al-
ready underpaid and without insurance, were hit
hardest. They fainted at work or were dehydrated,
but little received medical attention or rest. And vet,
they came—carrying children, caring for neighbours,
resolving tensions in the time of drought. They held
their communities together,

However, despite their efforts, these women are
almost invisible in policy debates. The Bangladesh
National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity (2019-2022) barely mentions urban informal
workers, It speaks of formal institutions, rural de-
velopment, and gender-based violence in traditional
conflict zones—but not the daily lives of urban poor
women who make peace every day with their work
and care labour.

There are consequences to this invisibility. With-
out recognition or support, these women continue to
be excluded from access to healthcare, social protec-
tion, or climate-resilient

PPEE e ———

infrastructure. Aklima (pseudonym),
who developed heatstroke last sum-
mer, received no governmental aid.
“] rested for a day and returned,”
she says. “Who will take care of my
household if I don't?" In a city get-
ting warmer, their vulnerability is
also a matter of public health and
urban stability.

According to the Bangladesh Bu-
reau of Statistics (2023), 60% of ur-
han women workers are engaged in
informal employment. They are also
the first to be fired during economic
shocks and the last to receive com-
pensation. Climate change, increases
in food prices, and political unrest
merely add to their insecurity. And
their strategies of coping with it tend
to dissipate tensions at the neigh-
bourhood level—whether through
mediation, mutual support, or collec-
tive mohilisation of resistance.,

There is both a policy and moral
obligation to act. Recognising these

women as peacebuilders is about in-

- tegrating their voices into economic

policymaking, disaster risk planning,
and urban planning. There is a start
that local governments can make in
granting vending licences, offering
vending shaded spaces, and ensur-
ing access to basic services like water
and sanitation in markets and slums.

Even more essential, urban adap-
tation strategies must extend beyond
the built environment and tackle

W |

social resilience. Informal female
workers need heat relief centres
during hot weather, walk-in clin-
ics, legal aid, and access to savings
and credit. These are not handouts—
these are peace and productivity fa-
cilitators. If the city fails to take care
of its most resilient builders, its sta-
bility is lost.

Bangladesh has made progress
in terms of gender equity, but the
urban gender gap persists. Develop-
ment needs to be gender-sensitive,
and peace cannot be divorced from
economics. Aklima’s (pseudonym) is
not a tale of hardship—she is a tale
of leadership. She will not occupy
boardrooms or peace tables, but she
shapes order, dignity, and hope in
one of the world's most volatile cit-
ies on a daily basis.

As Dhaka grows and heats up, it
must choose whose peace it wants
to maintain. For authentic security,
we must look not only to the state,
but to the streets—where the city is
sustained by women, one meal, one
gesture, one breath at a time.

MAJOR SHAJEDA AKTER MONI IS AN OFFICER
IN THE BANGLADESH ARMY WITH OVER 23
YEARS OF SERVICE AND CURRENTLY SERVES
ASDEPUTY DIRECTOR AT THE RESEARCH
CENTRE, BANGLADESH UNIVERSITY OF
PROFESSIONALS [BUP).

Disclaimer: The views and opinions
expressed in this article are those
of the author and do not necessar-

—ily reflect the opinions and views ————

of The Business Standard.
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BGMEA, Swisscontact join hands to
drive sustainability in RMG sector

FE REPORT

BGMEA, the apex body in the apparel
sector, and Swisscontact have joined
forces to drive sustainable and inclusive
_ transformation in the country's
readymade (RMG) sector.
They signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to this end at the
trade body's headquarters in Uttara in
the city on Sunday, says astatement.
The MoU formalises collaboration under
three flagship projects implemented by
Swisscontact -- PROGRESS (Promoting
Green Growth in the RMG Sector
through Skills}, InSPIRE (Initiative to
stimulate Private Investment for
Resource Efficiency) and BYETS
(Building Youth Employability through
skills).
The first two projects are funded by the
Embassy of Sweden and the Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) respectivelvand the
third one by the Embassy of the
Netherlands.
The MoU brings together BGMEA's

HES
L BGGMER

SRS

industry reach and Swisscontact's
development expertise to collaborate
and promote sustainability, focusing on
skills development for women and
youth, environmental and social
compliance, clean energy adoption, and
joint outreach to support factory-level
transformation in the RMG sector, the
statement added.

Speaking at the signing ceremany,
Ikramul H Sohel, Senior Programme
Officer=-Inclusive Economic
Development of the Embassy of Sweden
in Dhaka, sald, " The Swedish
government prioritises empowering
MSMEs and advancing gender equality

BN

within the RMG sector. We believe this
partnership between Swisscontact and
BGMEA will bring these priorities to life
by catalysing meaningful, long-term
change that benefits both workers and
businesses."
BGMEA Administrator Anwar Hossain
said, "This Mol reflectsour
commitment to strengthening
Bangladesh's RMG sector by enhancing
competitiveness through innovation,
workforce development, and
sustainability, We look forward to
working with Swisscontact to create
tangible impacts across the industry."
"We are excited to join hands with
BGMEA to scale our efforts in making
the RMG sector more resilient, inclusive,
and environmentally sustainable," said
Ishrat Fatema, Deputy Country Director
of Swisscontact Bangladesh.
Newly elected BGMEA senior vice
president Inamul Hag Khan Bablu and its
Support Committee members Asif
Ashraf and ANM Saifuddin were also
present.

munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Staff Correspondent

THE export of the ready-
made garment items from
Bangladesh to its major
destinations, including the
United States, the United
Kingdom . and  Europe,
witnessed a considerable
growth in the eleven months
or July-May period of the
current financial year 2024-
25 amid tariff issues,
According to country-
wise detailed export data
of the Export Promotion
Bureau, compiled by the
Bangladesh Garment Man-
ufacturers and Exporters
Association, ~ Bangladesh
exported RMG items worth
$36.56 billion in July-May of
FY25, a moderate increase of
10.30 per cent, from $33.17
billion in the corresponding
period of FY24. '
Apparel exporters said
that, due to growing de-
mands of brands and retail-
ers and a shift in orders from
China, export earnings had
maintained a growth mo-

Appara e
markets rise in Jul

A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade

garment factory on the outskirts of Dhaka.

mentum for the past few

‘months, despile ongoing tar-

iff issues and political transi-
tion in the country.
According to the EFPB
data, in the July-May period
of FY25, fetching a positive
th of 10,46 per cent,
Bangladesh shipped RMG
items worth $18.25 billion
to European Union coun-
tries, higher than that. of
$16.19 hillion in the same

— New Age phuto_

period of FY24.

The export earnings from
the EU covered 49.91 per
cent of the total revenue.

Bangladesh bagged $7.31
bilion from the US, the
single largest destination
of Bangladeshi exporters,
in the first eleven months
of FY25, which was robust
15.87 per cent higher than
that of $6.06 billion earned
in the July-May period of

of orders started to shift

: :SﬁthRDA\’:_JQi;!E_Elj-Q_{)QS, o
xports to major
y-May

FY24. The earnings from the
North American country ac-
counted for 19.23 per cent of
the total revenue.-

Fetching a narmow growth
of 3.96 per cent, Bangladesh
earned $4.03 billion from
the UK in the July-May peri-
od of FY25, which was $3.88
billion in the same period of
FY24, the EPH data stated.

Bangladeshi RMG export-
ers shipped apparel items
worth $1.2 hillion to Canada
in July-May of FY25, 14.14
per cent higher than the
$1.05 billion earned in the
same period of FY24.

Among the EU coun-
tries, Germany remained
Bangladesh's largest export
destination, from which the
RMG manufacturers of the
country bagged $4.58 billion
in July-May of FY25, said
the EPB data.

Following Germany, the
expart earnings from Spain
stood at $3.16 billion, that
of France al $2 billion, the
Netherlands at $1.93 billion,

act soon as most of our com-

Apparel exports to major markets rise

Continued from page 6
Poland at $1.56 billion and
Ttaly at $1.43 billion, with

* positive growth maintained
at every destination. .

. Regarding apparel exports,
countries Hke the US, Can-
ada, the UK and the EU are
considered traditional mar-
kets, while other couniries
are deemed non-traditional.

Japan, Ausiralia, Russia;
India, China, South Korea,
the UAE, Malaysia, Brazil
and Mexico are major non-
traditional export destina-
tions.

Export earnings from the
non-traditional markets also

positive growth,
with an overall rise of 6.79
per cent to $6.04 billion,
up from $5.65 billion in the

- same period of FY24.

The non-traditional mar-

In July-May period of
FY25, Japan led these mar-
kets . with imports worth
$1.11 billion from Bangla-
desh, followed by Australia
$759.16 million and India
$604.78 million.

Moreover, RMG expaorts to
Turkey and South Korea also
witnessed significant earn-
ings, amounting to $430.94
million and $396.03 million
respectively.

According to the EPB data,
export earnings from almost
all major destinations experi-
enced a double-digit growth
rate from July to May.

Speaking to New Age, Ina-
mul Haq Khan, senior vice-
president of the BGMEA,
staled that over the past few
months, Bangladesh had
witnessed a rise in purchase

ket represented 1653 per orders

~ cent of Bangladesh’s total

A lconsidarabla number

from China to Bangladesh
due to US tariff. Moreover,
some  Chinese manufac-
turers shifted their offices
o Dhaka and hired facto-
ries, which impacted the
growth,’ he added.

He stated that buyers con-
sistently trusted Bangladesh
due to its ethical production

ces.

‘We have opportunity o
raise our share in the
RMG markets from our exdist-
ing share of about 7 per cent.
In this regard, the goverd-
ment has to support us with
uninterrupted gas, electric-
ity and adequate policy” he

added.
ing the US tariff is-

petitors are working in it/ he

added.

Regarding the ongoing
fran-lsrael conflict, he said
that oil and LNG
imports might be hampered if
the Hormuz Strait got closed.

‘Our government should
think about alternative sourc-
es for importing LNG beyond
Qatar, he added.

-~ Mohiuddin Rubel, former

global BGMEA director, told New

Age that the ongoing global
trade conflicts also presented
new opportunities for Bang-
ladesh to explore.

‘In this regard, we should
focus more on non-tradition-

ke
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«we do not inherit the Earth from our parents; we borrow it
from our children.” — Native American Proverb.

Few nations are as exposed to the wrath of climate change as
Bangladesh. Divided by over 700 rivers, populated by over 170
million people, and marked by its deltaic low- lying terrain,
Bangladesh is battered day and night by floods, cyclones,
salinity intrusion, and sea-level rise, and doessowitha
stoicism bred out of desperation. But the conditions of its
vulnerabiliy demand more than stoicism—they demand
transformation.

Against this backdrop came coP28, the 28th United Nations
Climate Change Conference from November 30 to December
12,2023, in Dubai. World leaders came together there to look
at pro under the Paris Agreement, talk of the future of
fossil fuels, and—most significantly for Bangladesh—establish
new ground on climate finance. Fora nation suspended by the
thread of economic desire and environmental vulnerability,
COP28 was not just another conference but an act of
accountability, an existential moment.

COP28 AND THE GLOBAL CLIMATE FINANCE FRAMEWORK:
COP28 was a turning point for international climate finance
infrastructure. Most notably, it saw the creation of the Loss
and Damage Fund, amechanism years in development to
compensate countries for theirreversible effects of climate
change. Although over $700 million in pledges are still below
the level poor nations needed this year, at $400 billion,
industrialised countries reiterated their 2009 pledge to deliver
$100 billion a year in climate finance. The pledge remains only
half done, though, and makes one wonder about future climate
fund delivery.

All these global happenings present Bangladesh, at the same

. time, with an opportunityand awarning. As global sea levels
rise and threaten 17 per cent of its territory by 2050 and
millions are pushed off their lands by climate change, climate
finance Is no luxury but a lifeline. The proposed Yunus
government's priority on climate justice asa foundation stone
of foreign policy has already been echoed in international
diplomacy. Positioning the cause of Bangladesh as a matter of
global justice and not charity, the administration has cited the
country's empirical vulnerability as well as its history of
sustainable development as reasons for priority access to
adaptation finance.

in addition, Bangladesh is actively engaging with global
institutions, such as the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the
Adaptation Fund, as well as new blended finance instruments,
to establish open project implementation pipelines. All these
interactions will increase donor confidence and enhance
Bangladesh's absorptive capacity through data=-driven
accountability.

In practice, COP28 provided Bangladesh with a new stage to
mobilise resources not just ta recover but toreboota climate=-
resilient future. Diplomatically and through moral activism,
Bangladesh can seize the opportunity to convert moral
imperativesinto tangible assistance —and vulnerability into
visionary stewardship.

FUNDING BANGLADESH'S CLIMATE-SMART TRANSITION:

i
i s

inance
‘Bangladesh SDGs

OP28 outcomes and adaptation finance
In terms of openness and pro-activeness, Bangladesh is not
only becoming resilient but also setting an example
that other at-risk countries can replicate

and

anymore—itisa nécassity for development. Sea-levelrise, ~

unpredictable rainfall, saltwater intrusion, erosion of

riverbanks, and amplified cyclones now threaten nearly 30

million along the coast and floodplains. Bangladesh's

agricultural sector—serving over 40 per cent of the nation’s
workforce—now inereasingly languishes at the mercy of
climate uncertainty as its cities flood, endure heat stress,
have inadequate drainage.

To this end, the Yunus government has devised a visionary

National Adaptation Investment Framework (NAIF) to

mobilise, harmonise, and leverage adaptation finance along

with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). NAIF isa
roadmap towards mainstreaming climate resilience in high-
priority development areas like infrastructure, agriculture,
health, and urban planning. Priority investment areas are:

e Climate-resilient infrastructure, Constructing sea -level rise:
resilient buildings, cyclone shelters, embankments, and
advanced flood defences along coastlines.

e Disaster preparedness. implementing large-scale early
warning systems, local weather forecasts, and networks of
community-based risk reduction, particularly in disaster-
prone districts like Satkhira, Bhola, and Kurigram. :

e Climate-smart agriculture. Promoting saline- and drought-
resistant crops, large-scale drip irrigation, and introducing

farmers to sustainable land management practices.

and

e Livelihood diversification. Providing vocational training,
green job access, and micro-enterprise development
support to the climate-displaced.

These are being encouraged through partnerships with

development agencies, international donors, and the private

sector. Specifically, the government is makinginvestments in
climate co-financing arrangements, under which publicor
concessional capital de-risks private capital, enabling scalable
investment in green infrastructure.

Additionally, the Yunus administration has committed to

mainstreaming people-cantered, inclusive, culture-based,

gender-sensitive, and locally appropriate solutions inall

adaptation programs. v

In terms of openness and

only becoming resilient but

pro-activeness, Bangladeshis not

also setting an example that other

at-risk countries can replicate. The intention is unmistakable:
ada fritist be transtormational and ot Teactive=sand™
empowering the peoplé mast vulnerable ta ghape their future.

INDIA'S BARRAGES AND BANGLADESH'S WATER SECURITY: In

addition to climate change, Bangladesh is also subject to

worsening water securityasa result of regional geapolitics.

Twao of the most exemplary Indian infrastructure projects, the

Farakka Barrage and the Teesta Barrage, have proceeded to

weaken further Bangladesh's ecological equilibrium, food

security, and diplomatic power.

e Farakka Barrage. Completed in1975 to provide a water
supply from the Ganges River to Kolkata, the Farakka |
Barrage significantly shortened the downstream course into
southwestern Bangladesh. Diversion led to the drying up of
distributaries, widespread riverbank erosion at Rajshahi and
Kushtia, salinisation of soils,and pollution of freshwater
aquifers, resultingin ecologic devastation of the
sundarbans—the largest mangrove forest in the worldanda _ AN

UNESCO World Heritage Site.
] J =
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Teesta Barrage. After years of suffering negotiations, a fair

and binding water-sharing agreement on Teesta remains
elusive to us. Unilateral extractions by India severely curtail
the water supply during Bangladesh's dry season
(December-April), impacting irrigation for all but about 14

per cent of the country's arable lands in the northern

districts of Rangpur and Lalmonirhat. Agricultural

production is threatened by this seasonal water shortage,
which once again leads to rural poverty and social tensions.
The Yunus government has taken a value-based but pragmatic
approach to such trans-boundary water disputes, The
diplomatic initiative is being renewed through a multi-level
approach: (I} Placing water=-sharing on the agenda of climate
resilience under international conventions; (ii) Harnessing
multilateral platforms such as the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and BIMSTEC to exert pressure
for equitable water management; and (iii) Providing third-
party mediation, possibly under UN auspices, to resolve the
Teestaimpasse.

de that, the government is investing in water-saving
technology, reclaiming rivers within its borders, and signing
data-sharing agreements with neighbouring countries to
promote hydro-palitical transparency. !
As Kofi Annan stated, “Access to safe water is a fundamental
Rifnan féed and, thereforé, a basic human right.” ' 7177 =
Bangladésh's struggle is not merely for sirvival but " * *
sovereignty—of its rivers, its natural resources, and its
democraticright to water justice.

DIPLOMATIC RECALIBRATION: Breaking from the aggressive
policies of earlier governments, the interim government of Dr
Muhammad Yunus has pursued a diplomacy-oriented policy
grounded on refined diplomacy, multilateral diplomacy, and
science-based dialogue, Terming regional cooperation a
necessity for the achievement of long-term water security,
Yunus has based a diplomacy model on the principles of equity,
sustainability, and cooperative stewardship. The modalities of
the approach are:

® Multilateral Interaction. Bangladesh intensified its efforts to
resolve water-sharing disputes at multilateral and global
levels, including BIMSTEC, UNESCAP, and the UN Water
Conference, in an attempt to build an international alliance
for fair trans-boundary water management.

& Science-Based Bargaining. The government is investing in
hydrological surveys, satellite imagery, and joint data
simulation with surrounding nations to develop
transparent, evidence-based models for sharing water.

& Green Diplomacy. By framing water scarcity as a climate
threat, regional in nature, the Yunus government is
positioning its cause at the crossroads of international
climate agendas. This link has generated new avenues for

climate-associated conflict resolution and cross-border

adaptation finance.
The chief adviser has also proposed the signing of the South
Asian Water Peace Charter, which would commit member
states to principles of no harm, fair and equitable utilization,
and exchange of information. On signing such a charter,
regional cooperation on water justice would be
institutionalized.
This reasoned and attuned approach is of the most significant
concern of India’s abiding concern for stability and cooperative
development. Rather than precipitating confrontation,
Yunus's strategy aims at creating mutual trust based on
transparency, innovation, and shared care for the welfare of
over a billion people who inhabit the Ganges-Brahmaputra-
Meghna basin,
As Nelson Mandela so astutely reminded us, “It is better to lead
from behind and to put others in front, especially when you
celebrate victory." Yunus's approach is one of those ideals—
advancing water justice not by ultimatum but by coalition,
vision, and diplomacy.

TOWARD EQUITABLE CLIMATE FINANCE: Adaptation in
Bangladesh is an expensive and time-critical mission. ;
Estimates by the Ministry of Finance indicate that $3 billion
annually would be required by the country toimplement the
necessary adaptation measures. That is well beyond the
government’s financial capability and underscores the need for
an overhaul of the global climate finance regime,

The current system is besieged by convoluted bureaucracy,

delayed disbursements, and over-reliance on middle-income

nations for mitigation. As a corrective response to these
structural flaws, the Yunus gavernment has unveiled a multi-
pronged policy to provide equity, efficiency, and inclusiveness
in climate finance. The significant recommendations are:

® Simpiified disbursement mechanism, To make it easy to apply,
approve, and disburse foreign funds to respond quickly to
adaptation needs,

& Debt-for-climate swaps. Providing external finance in the
form of credit for local investment in green infrastructure,
nature-based solutions, and resilience interventions against
outstanding debt.

® Performance-based grants, Designing instruments of finance
that reward demonstrable success on SDG-targeted
indicators of reduced disaster risk, enhanced biodiversity,
and improved public health.

To make this vision a reality, the government launched the

Bangladesh Climate Resilience Bond, a pioneering sovereign

vehicle for mobilizing diaspora, philanthropic foundation, and

ESG-centric institutional investor capital, The bond will

support adaptation initiatives in vulnerable areas with open

tracking to achieve impact and transparency.

Besides, Bangladesh is advocating for a Global Adaptation

Equity Index that will guide doner disbursement and

emphasise exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity—

spending money where it is most needed.

With these bold steps, the Yunus government is not only

transforming Bangladesh into a hub for climate finance but

also achampion of its future. The vision is to shift froma
dohar-driven snd fragmerited strategy to' oné of justice, trust,
and partnership.

As Kofi Annan has stated, “Our greatest challenge in the new

century is to make an idea that seems abstract—sustainable

development—concrete for all the world's people.” For

Bangladesh, fair climate finance is the most critical step to

make that reality concrete.

CONCLUSION: Bangladesh stands at the crossroads of a

a

- moment of choice, The success of COP28 and the vision policy

of the Yunus government have coalesced to provide an
unprecedented opportunity for global attention, political will,
and developmental imperatives to converge. For anation sa
long defined by its climate risk, the moment presents an
opportunity to redefine itself by visionary leadership.

This is not just policy. It's a paradigm. By meeting challenges
head-on and using them as catalysts, Bangladesh has begun
become what it means to lead by ethics in an era of global
uncertainty. )

Let the rivers that once carried despair carry now the promise
of rebirth. Let the winds that once laid waste also have new
beginnings. And let the courage of a vulnerable people ringasa
call to the world: that even while tides rise, we can rise higher
still—more and more together,

to

sibhuiyan@yahoo.com
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THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

What is the Australian
responsibility when clothing
brands collapse, leaving overseas
workers and suppliers unpaid?
Since October 2024, Mosaic
Brands, Jeanswest and Ally Fashion
have all entered administration.
While the focus is often on money
owed to Australian workers and
creditors, many creditors are
workers in these brands' Global
South supply chains. Australiahasa
responsibility to strengthen both
mitigation and remediation
processes to protect the rights of
domestic and international
workers.

Fashion retail group Mosaic Brands
collapsed after enteringinto
voluntary administration in
October 2024 and no buyer has
since been found. The group
collectively owned nine brands,
which could lead to the closure of
over BOO stores, affecting 2700
‘Australian workers. In February
2025, the Australian government

| announced early access to the Fair
Entitlernents Guarantee for
impacted workers.

The collapse of Mosaic Brands also
impacts a network of
approximately 23 Bangladeshi

| suppliers, who are owed as much as
Us$15 million. Since Mosaic sales
contracts dictate 120-day payment
terms - double what sustainable
industry initiatives recommend -
the majority of this debt is for work
completed and delivered months
prior to the collapse. If the U5$15
million debt goes unpaid,
Bangladeshi suppliers will need to

| shut down factories, leaving

| thousands of already vulnerable
workers at higher risks of poverty,
exploitation and modern slavery.
Since Global South garment
workers are commenly paid a
poverty wage as opposed to aliving
|wage, workers cannot builda
|safety net to deal with
'unemployment. While there has
been an industry-wide push for

Collapse of Australian fashion brands

Bangladeshi workers pay the price

Sunday . jﬁ-ne 25, 2025

Since Global South garment workers
are commonly paid a poverty wage as
opposed to a living wage, workers
cannot build a safety net to

deal with unemployment |

write
Justine Coneybeer and Alice Payne

fashion companies to support
living wages, fashion brands have
been painfully slow in acting on
this call.

Mosaicwas no exception. The retail
group published its Living Wage
Roadmapin 2021, with the first
step of verifying aliving wage
benchmark requiring two years,
despite this standard already being
well-established by existing NGOs
like Asia Floor Wage. By 2024,
Mosaic had hoped toengage in
open dialogue with its suppliers.
This painfully slow timeline is
characteristic of the retailer
group's dismal progress on
mitigating madern slavery, Since
2020, Mosaic has published
mandatory modern slavery
statements under Australia's
Modern Slavery Act (MSA). This
disclosure regulation requires
companies with a consolidated
annual revenue of over AUS100
million (US565 million) to describe
their actions taken to mitigate
identified modern slavery risks in
their supply chain.

Mosaic's FY2023 Modern Slavery
Statement describes therisk of
modern slavery in Bangladesh as
low, justifying this on the basis that
Bangladesh is an International
Accord country and Mosaic is an
Accord signatory.

This argument misconstrues
heaith and safety indicators as
reliable modern slavery mitigators
- unlike, for example, paying a

living wage. Mosaic also justified
this rating because its team visited
supplier factories, a paternalistic
example of Global North
companies assuming they - rather
than the workers themselves or
union representatives - are
qualified to approve of garment
worker working conditions.

While Mosaic's modern slavery
statement disclosed alist of anti-
slavery tools that dictate how
suppliers are required to comply
with brand standards, it largely
failed to reflect on how brand
practices contribute to modern

slavery risks. Mosaic's decisions to ™

keep 120~day payment termsand
continue to place orders while
invoices went unpaid indicate a
significant failure to recognise how
its practices might exacerbate
exploitative conditions.

Research suggests that Mosaicls
not alone, with most Australian-
based fashion brands regulated
under the MSA demonstrating a
propensity to ignore haw their own
practices contribute to the risk of

‘modern slavery, This highlights the

foreseeable conclusion that, asthe
oversaturated Australian fashion
market squeezes out redundant
companies, garment workersin the
Global South will ultimately pay the
price.

while the MSA has brought some
reform, the fashion industry is built
on a fundamentally unsustainable
business model. Australia imports

1.4 billion items of clothing (56 ;
items per person) annually, feeding
an insatiable corporate and :
consumer appetite for cheap
clothing that foregoes quality,
ethics and the environment.

MSA's impact proves that
voluntary corporate efforts alone
are insufficient in stemming this
unsustainable model. Mandatory
due diligence is necessary to ensure
that brands and retailers are not
only held accountable for the harm
they cause, but responsible for
mitigating future risks to people
and the environment.

To mitigate risks for garment
workers, industry initiatives such
as the Sustainable Terms of Trade

Initiative have called on fashion

brands to improve their purchasing :
practices by shortening payment |
terms, agreeing to penalties for
late payments and aligning order
scheduling with supplier needs.
Voluntary initiatives such as
Seamless have seen the Australian
fashion industry come together to
collectively act on clothing waste.
The same must be done to see the
industry tackle major social issues
such as living wages and unpaid
wages. One proposal is the
establishment of an industry-
funded trust fund for garment :
workers in Australian supply chains :
to collectively finance worker :
training, livingwages and
remediation costs,

Australla has a duty toboth
mitigate and remediate harm.
Looking forward, if Australia
establishes mandatory due
diligence obligations in global
supply chains and works
collectively to establishan industry
trust fund for garment workers,
companies will compete in arace to
the top on soclal sustainability,
rather than a race to the bottom on
price.

The piece is excerpted from
www.eastasiaforum.org
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How Bangladeshi workers l
continue to suffer from
Kafala ru}es in UAE

THE BUSINESS STANDARD

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

WHAT IS KAFALA SYSTEM?

» Foreign workers depend on a local

—  TRAPPED BY KAFALA

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

)

p” : s kafeel) — th I

Around 15 lakh Bangladeshis Qi oo R RSN o
5 workers In U It ties workers' legal status

work in the UAE, the second- face exploitation 2 s employe,fa

under Kafala rules {,}
®» Changing jobs requires
employers’ formal permission

largest labour destination after
Saudi Arabia

el AR SR

| »Employers often hold workers’
Bangladeshi migrant workers in the United Arab passports and documents
Emirates (UAE) confinue to face systemic exploita-
tion under the Kafala system — a widely criticised
labour sponsorship framework that ties workers' le-
gal status to their employers.

Countries like Qatar and Saudi Arabia reformed
their systems in 2019 and 2020, respectively, easing
restrictions on job mobility and exit permits. How-
ever, the UAE has resisted similar reforms, drawing
criticism from international rights and labour advo-
cacy organisations,

 UAE LAGGING BEHIND ON REFORMS

The Kafala system severely restricts migrant p Qatarand Saudi pTheUAEhas ' p-Rightsgroups
waorkers’ freedom — prohibiting them from changing Arabia have resisted similar continue to call
jobs without their employer’s formal consent, even ~ recently reformed reforms, for the abolition
in cases involving abuse, wage theft, or hazardous their Kafala drawing global of the Kafala
working conditions. systems criticism system

Rajiul Hasan Rubel, a Bangladeshi 1 ~dar a non-binding MolJ, nota formal

migrant in Dubai, told TBS during a
visit home, 1 changed my compa-
ny job in November 2020 with my
employer's approval. Previously, 1
worked as an aluminium pipe fitter;
now | work as a concrete mason.

“Ihe provision to change com-
panies was introduced towards the
end of 2020 and was available for
about/ayear. Then it wasstopper
and resta) for 5—6 months. Now it

S in

He added, “Because it's notavail-
able, Bangladeshis are not getting
good jobs, Even though they know
the work, they cannot move, so they
are deprived of better pay. Often,
companies don't offer good pay or
a good working environment. But
even if they want to, they cannot go
anywhere,” Rubel added.

Despile growing global pressure
and examples of reform elsewhere
in the Gulf, the UAE has yet to im-
plement significant changes in the
Kafala system.

Syed Saiful Haque, a migrant
rights activist and chairman of the
WARBE Development Foundation,
which advocates for the rights and
welfare of migrant workers, told
! TBS, “We send workers [to UAE] un-

o

agreement. This weakens our posi-
tion, despite thousands of our waork-
ere being there. With a binding deal,
we could push harder when rights
are violated.”

TBS attempted to contact the la-
bour counsellors at the Bangladesh
embassies in Abu Dhabi and Dubai
regarding the issue, but they did not
respond to phone calls.

For many Bangladeshi work-
ers, the consequences of trying to
leave abusive employers are severe.
Those who attempt to switch jobs
without permission risk becoming
undocumented, making them more
vulnerable to arrest, exploitation, or
deportation.

Rights groups continue to call on
the UAE to dismantle the Kafala sys-
tem and ensure greater protection for
the millions of migrant workers who
sustain key sectors of its economy.

According to the Australian
Council of Trade Unions (ACTU),
Auslralia's-peak-labour rights body,
migrant workers constitute over

of the UAE’s workforce and of-
ten face exorbitant recruitment fees
'and long-term debt bondage to their
|employers.

"

Unofficial estimates suggest
that around 15 million Bangla-

by Lo op-'
portunities for naturalisation and

deshis work in the UAE, making it ﬁmiﬂs a separate set of rights.

the second-most popular destina-
tion for Bangladeshi migrants.

Shamim Ahmed Chowdhury, for-
mer secretary general of the Bangla-
desh Association of International Re-
cruiting Agencies (Baira), told TBS,
“To resolve this issue, labour-send-
ing countries need to unite and col-
lectively pressure the destination
countries, If we jointly refuse to send
workers until the Kafala system is
aholished, the affected countries will
be compelled to dismantle it.”

He also emphasised the impor-
tance of intensifying diplomatic ef-
forts to achieve this.

What is the Kafala system?
Under this system, foreign workers
depend on a local sponsor (kafeel,
usually the employer) who issues
the employment contract and is
supposed to bear full economic,
social, and legal responsibility for
them during the contract period.
This arrangement places foreign
labourers in a position of depen-
dence and subordination to their
sponsoring nationals.

The system exerts confrol over

—

reover, sponsors hold migrants'
and other documents,
controlling their mobility within the
country and their ability to exit the
territory—actions widely regarded as
infringements on basic humanrights.
Sponsors also oversee migrants’
employment conditions and profes-
sional mobility since changing jobs
typically requires changing sponsors,
which is conditional on obtaining a
“ng-ohjection” certificate from the
current employer.

Kafala reforms in Qatar, Saudi
Arabia

Qatar formally abolished the Kafa-
la system in 2019 and implemented
substantial policies to dismantle it
throughout 2020 and 2021,

In Saudi Arabia, foreign workers
have been able to switch jobs with-
out their employers’ permission since
2021, following long-awaited labour
reforms in the Guif region’s most
populous country.

Referring to Saudi Arabia and
(Jatar, migrant rights activist Syed
Saiful Haque said: “When we spoke
to retumee migrants from those
countries, we found that our work-
ers are still not fully benefiting from
the relaxation of the Kafala system.




Tlres iy

MNAANNN wse

7% 791 |

A e PrmEy aferay fees SvamemeR
bEze 1o B TG i
wiofes v Aone duw wWheiee T@w
fofi @wa o4 oA STt aaes
0 ot w5 et Jheeen ke
HEgae | TR e R ¢ Atk

AR TEcerd | TeeaE Ay v A
T, S S B W @ Il
R 9 T aliee s6
EBEEE  Riwiia

fqwifdea

S 5
wH BoR EEW @ e,
ety wivens ww | A% P wfimre ==

T R wfe faem = ¢ fHeH
TR AR @ @35 GT g €
HEgEe AT WHTE oI 2T
SIS ol A qEghia | e Feriey
FEE GIOTES ST (GAE S
Gt %d (SR Bl
' weq St Jafm

werw g fEee | WA W TE O
e @ e TEdeEe e A

(Y '€ AHIA) T e e

TP atae gt e o, FRtd
owE oG (I B 279 ATl gAes
IR straqr A

el , afirpet ST ¢ 9
FiEE T aEe 01l #AWiE

SITA TG 26, T AT =
rriiere fraa e o¢ ke @M AN

qore o8 WMl @3 W FRe W
frafas o 5y o fre) waRTE 28

©Y OIS 0T PR v
TF N GO S I 7P A AT

Ot e .

Agds wfiren| oy fam = @

fFers aftrws

AREArE FrEH, gEE e, €6
Fape ¢ iefREY Sae wae Tl
B 2cde e G e smee’
irE T e ool FEdfesE | s
oot Forg sifs s R SfSoFE SARS
FE1 EIUIE | TS CINRE & € TORER
TEHE 7 @ T =] (50
fmEE o8 e R =
R WH (ST T | T I
Tufen e, o wnea =1 FEE gz
sAfgrafawel Teifes drEd | HESIEE
wiaramrsa Femm, o A o a9
(GewE Tauree S e we
=R G SFER M |

NGO WTT P TR TR (GI0EA
Ente, Tee FEGs, e wirm
B® FREmE ¢ WM WeER s |

S QS EE P

| THEAANE | 38 T 203 |

s GELEA, AEelEE eFE, @it
GHEGEA o ¢ Fa aETs Tl T e
wfe e GUHEA W | ERGETT
WY HEEE TR FEes  EEREAT,
fEUR TERLEEE ¢ SAEEA 0%
%S | U S SRR YIS e T e
AEEE 6 TRnm @A AR Hgle
=iirez | 51-f4m e caim B s a fadisg
5 s i P | @ W SR TS
FER o= 2 T=iEs, syeE T,
Afefmrt $oemm, TP 7@ ke,
g8 e, frad ok BREGE
=718 Duilhe, wieaw B e
FFaEsf e @ wis e Tl
8 (e el feeTieiae TS, Yo e,
ey fBem, ores S (AFT)
Fifuse | G8 asime W TR
oy wirea “ffraeisis Wiy AFeE SR
e, (59518 SaE «irmie 2fY werR TenE
sffswe WBE |

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025,

30 factories win Green
Award 2025

Factory

A TOTAL of 30factories from
16 industrial sectors of the
country have been awarded
the prestigious Green Factory
Award in recognition to their
commitment to eco-friendly
and sustainable production

practices.

At the event, titled ‘Green
Factory Award 2025, or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Labour and Employment
on Tuesday in Dhaka, la-
bour adviser M Sakhawat
Hossain handed over the
awards.

From the garments sec-
tor, Charka Textile Limited,
Ecotex Limited, Fakir Fash-
ion Limited, Tarasima Ap-

Limited, Auko Tex
Limited, and Square Fash-
ions Limited were recog-

nised for their environmen-
tally friendly production
practices,

Akij Textile Mills Ltd,
Pioneer Denim Ltd, KDS
Textile Mills Lid, and Four
H Dyeing and Printing Lid
were awarded for their sus-
tainable initiatives in the
textile sector.

Pragoti Industries was

i in the automo-
bile sector for the Green Fac-
tory Award 2025.

In the electric and elec-
tronics sector, Transcom
Electronics Lid, Fair Elec-
tronics Ltd, and Walton
Hi-Tech Industries PLC re-
ceived the award.

Adzi Trims Ltd, from the
accessories and backward
linkage industry, won the
award.

In the food and beverage

sector, Akij Food and Bever-
age Ltd and Habiganj Agro
Limited were honoured for
their eco-friendly produc-
tion and waste management

practices,
In the tea industry, Za-
reen Tea Garden and Mir-

_zapur Tea Garden received

the award.

From the leather sector,
Shoeniverse Footwear Lim-
ited was acknowledged for
its sustainable operations.

Karupannya Rangpur
Limited, from the jute indus-
try, and X Ceramics, from
the tiles industry, were also
awarded for their sustain-
able production practices.

In the cosmetics sector, Re-

Green Factory Award 2025.




TS piey

o | A

A (B2 ; BT BIRPTH G4 T @ oy

I TR e @

¢ W S AT boo &
fifor

%WWWW £ty

HAKA THURSDAY JUNE 26, 2025
“ASHAR 12, 1432 BS

‘Over 90% women -
work at informal
sector: study

UNB,

e T L AR

er 90 percent of working women in Bangladesh are
employed in the informal sector, which was particularly
hard-hit during the pandemic, a new study has found.

The findings were shared at a seminar titled
“Strengthening Systems for Pandemic Preparedness
among Working Women Living in Informal Settlements
in Urban Bangladesh” yesterday.

It was jointly organised by icddrb, the Institute of
Epidemiology, Disease Control
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and SickKids,
Canada, with funding support from the International
] t Research Centre (IDRC), Canada.

The event, held at the icddrb in Dhaka, brought
together key stakeholders to discuss the Women RISE
study findings and their policy implications.

Led by Dr Sohana Shafique, the study assessed the

experiences of working women in informal settlements
- ! and factories in Dhaka and Gazipur before and during the
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“I helieve the results of this study

to prepare for any impendi
“careful now as Covid-19
cases are increasing again,'
said Dr Tahmeed Ahmed,

_ executive director of icddr,b.

Health ministry
additional secrelary
Mohammad Nora Alam
Siddique said, “The
ministry i8 committed

to collaborating with the
cross sectional groups to
improve the sys ol
Dr Tahmina Shirin,
* director of IEDCR, siressed
the importance of evidence-
based collaboration
enhance i

notable improvements
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will help all of us
ng pandemic. We should
tollowing targeted
interventions.
Knowledge regarding
respiratory infection

exposure routes increased
by 29.59 percent overall,
with a 3628 percent rise
among informal sector
workers.

Preventive practice also
improved by 15.95 percent
overall, while knowledge of
Social Safety Net Program
registration increased
by 1626 percent among
informal workers.

The  research  also
showed dietary diversity
among working women
increased by 11.58 percent
overall, with formal sector
workers secing a 22.30 per
cent rise.
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inadequate

A NGOs say the poor are
B 0% A =T SiprEe . -
Sz Bl foger | @ Bt being left unc:_med for
PG AR (0% TFACE | STARBUSINESSREPORT ,
W SIC! G A AN A Bangladesh’s allocati -
Bzt e se eI El 6 pmgramme: is meqmg m"_’d"a si'ﬁ”‘.yﬁ net

portion of the existing funds does not reach
the poor, said speakers at a discussion in Dhaka
yesterday.
10 e W | SRz s bR ZEnAE They highlighted the need to prioritise
Trms o8 ob Toes ATl @ wo TEITM #EEA schemes that directly support the poor and
W | wgerEl @ e s fr Bree fes marginalised, such as old-age, disability, and
8¢ *oiee wa! & eo WW?WI ‘maternity allowances. Programmes not directly
fred {1 A A loarEl 24 linked to poverty alleviation should be excluded
FRETSES AGIA %A 4], £5% 7# 954 from the social safety net, they added.
Tres Wy o efEE wEeEwE % @ The discussion, titled “Social Safety Net
Tifoers wrans Wl @ @ wEaEeed Programme and the National Budget to Address
waan careE @aE Heife wan fof Inequality”, was organised by the Right to Food
@ifge-sn Wy woerel S TITE, 79 Bangladesh network at the Jatiya Press Club.
FH0e (74 (NE, 7NE WieE CEREETE Mohsin Ali, general secretary of Right to
. said the interim government
ferepar =2 Bl cofrere R, (R 99F formed on August 8 is now being tested on how
uree WiE P A 9 SEeetEs ji will act on the issue of social safety nets.
@iee-sn 0l Hbe-oid FFS TEEAE  He said that while the introduction of the
fa, foog s e fae feer|

o M T

QO S HFEF WA |

fets FUpeier @R PR @ 5 Rahman Khan, director general of the
AEA, SN EEEEbld  AUTETE Department of Social Services, said complaints
syl WHIAR AENS] TR Q8L S 0T ahout allowance disbursement have declined in
zmmmmmglﬁ’ﬂwﬂmmmﬂmes.

(AT T AL, € 49 A TE 9 “We are working to prevent duplication so
2 WA | e TR 40 A, 969 @ FEO (hyat the same person does not receive allowances

tee wfiln GEIT FHETE 26 S90S 91 from multiple sources,” he added.

Apre awia wiEfefberE FEE wWe need to think about what a social safety
“fipere e =WiEel €tEd, CWNUR et means, who should receive it, and how it
ST & I8 T 0 A % WS ghould be delivered,” said MM Akash, former

a%mman% SRELSE 5 : :

&l Afbrn roate) @ sieddl § M He stressed the importance of utilising
wraIfi CE SR 5 e W, (N injadives to reduce pressure on the state.
=l A A FE I SM Zulfigar Ali, research director at the

(eI Ay e WSS AT pangladesh Institute of Development Studies,
e Pl AT, 4 SR T T S i that while the number of allowances and
A, AU e aals TR W T henoficiaries has increased in the FY2025-26
T AL AT AN ISR Y@ ygiged, (he monthly allowance amount still falls

A T S WEA TN CHAIUS chor of the poverty line income.
e S TR R Tl Right. to  Food

wRICATE TG TS (A T
R SR A0 Qe Ao SIS, Bangladesh made several
wiEffefouriaz @ AFsws Jag a1 recommendations, -
AEE @ @ineg, @ 6 sTEE including reviewing and
BafEfEa fevee oafe e | excluding Programmes

: that do not align with

objectives, increasing
the allocation and per-
beneficiary amount, and
introducing new schemes
for the urban poor.
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Child wor

by AKM Ashraf Uddin

hild labour remains a press-

ing crisis globally. According

to estimates by the ILO and
UNICEF as of 2024, around 138 million
children were engaged in labour, with
approximately 54 million involved in
hazardous tasks that endanger their
health and development. Agriculture
continues to account for the majority
of cases, representing 61 per cent of all
child labour. These figures speak toa
systemic global failure, but the crisis
is particularly pronounced in coun-
tries like Bangladesh, where informal
economies thrive without regulation ar
oversight.

In Bangladesh, the 2022 National
Child Labour Survey paints & grim
picture. Among the country’s 39.9 mil--
lion children aged between 5 and 17,
3.54 million — roughly 8.9 per cent
— are engaged in some form of work.
Of these, 1.78 million qualify as being
involved in child labour, represent-
ing a 4.5 per cent increase since the
last comparable survey in 2013. Even
more concerning, aver one million
children are engaged in hazardous
work. Although this number has
decreased by 16.5 per cent since 2003,
the prevalence remains unacceptable.
These numbers, however, are based
on national legal frameworks that still
do not fully align with international
standards — particularly regarding
age thresholds and the definition of
hazardous labour.

One of the most telling examples of
the child labour crisis lies in Kerani-
 ganj, a rapidly industrializing area
across the Buriganga River from Dhaka.
Over the last two decades, Keranigan]
has become a major hub for informal
ready-made garment production, with
more than 7,500 unregistered units
operating largely out of sight. These
makeshift garment factories produce
clothing for local markets and low-end
exports, often operating from cramped
residential buildings that escape both
registration and inspection. In this grey
economy, children work silently and
invisibly — some estimates suggest that
out of the 300,000 to 400,000 work-
ers in Keraniganj, a significant portion
(more than 1,500) are children under
the age of 14.

. These children endure gruelling 13-
16 hour warkdays as helpets, ironers,
Exposed to chemical ﬁ__uE,alacu:l-
cal hazards, and sharp tools — often
without ventilation, proper lighting,
or safety gear — their physical and

Gender-insensitive and unhygienic
toilets further increase their vulnerabil-

ity, particularly for girls. These children
do not entitle to earn anything for

. two years, have no contracts, and are

recruited informally through interme-
diaries. For them. work is not a choice
but a consequence of poverty, debt, and

-~ fainily pressure. Their reality meets

every definition of forced labour and
modern slavery as outlined in interna-
tional law.

While Bangladesh has made legisla-
tive progress — the Bangladesh Labour
Act 2006 (amended in 2018} prohibits
employment of children under 14 and
limits adolescents to non-hazardous
work — the enforcement of these laws
is virtually non-existent in informal
hubs like Keraniganj. The govern-
ment has officially banned 43 types
of hazardous work for anyone under

_ 18, many of which are rampant in

informal RMG units. These legal provi-
sions mirror the requirements of ILO
Convention No. 138 on Minimum Age
and Convention No. 182 on the Worst
Forms of Child Labour, both ratified by
Bangladesh. Yet, these commitments
have failed to materialize into action on
the ground.

Recognising the depth of the chal-
lengs, the Labour Law Reform Cormmis-
sion in 2024 made crucial recommen-
dations. Thesé include a total ban on
hazardous labour for those under 18,

legal recognition and protection for in-
formal workers, and the criminalization
of forced and coerced labour. The Com-
mission also emphasized mandatory
child labour reporting across supply
chains and called for tighter integration
of labour inspection with education,
social services, and child protection.
These recommendations directly sup-
port the ILO's 2021 Roadmap for the
Elimination of Child Labour, which
underscores the importance of expand-
ing universal education, strengthening
inspections, and providing decent work
and social protection for adults.

On the international front, the
responsihility is not limited to govern-
ments alone. The European Union’s
Strategy on the Rights of the Child,
its Action Plan on Human Rights
and Democracy, and the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive
are reshaping the global supply chain
landscape. Brands sourcing from Bang-
ladesh can no longer claim ignorance
regarding the origins of their products.
Under these frameworks, companies
are legally obligated to ensure that their
entire supply chains — including in-
formal and subcontracted layers —are

| : TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2025,

cers are but ignored

Yet, despite these legal frameworks
and institutional declarations, infor-
mal clusters like igari remain

jurisdiction in unregistered enterprises.
Local governments have neither the
mandate nor the resources to regulate
l].:leaespm. while transitional educa-
left unsupported by weak social protec-
tion systems, continue fo send children
into the workforce out of sheer neces-
sity. The result is a systemic ecosystem
of exploitation, where child labour is
not only permitted but, in many cases,
silently endorsed.
To address this crisis,
must adopt a combined sector-based
and area-based strategy. A sector-fo-
cused approach should target high-risk
industries such as RMG, leather, recy-
cling, construction, domestic work, and
iculture. Legal enforcement, supply
chain accountability, and compliance
mechanisms must be
across these sectors. Simultaneously,
an area-based approach should zero in
on informal hotspots like Keraniganj.
This would involve mapping all active
factories, establishing community-level
child protection monitoring, facilitating
school reintegration, and ensuring fam-
ily access to social safety nets, These
efforts must be coordinated by multiple
stakeholders, including trade unions,
NGOs, local authorities, and national
hodies. :
What is needed now is not another
statement of intent but bold action. The
ent must immediately begin
implementing the LLRC's recommen-
dations, expand the coverage of the
Department of Inspection for Factories
and Establishments to include informal
%reas, and build a coordinated national
* plan aligned with the ILO roadmap and
SDNG 8.7. Global brands must enforce
their due diligence responsibilities

- under HREDD and CSDDD,.ensuring

traceability into the deepest layers of
their production networks. Civil society
must keep up the pressure, expos-
ing violations and pushing for reform
wherever child exploitation persists.
The children of Keraniganj are not
invisible — they are ignored. They
are workers without rights, students
without schools, and citizens without
ions. Let 2025 be the year we
honour our obligations not in theory
but in practice. If not we should renew
our comimitment aligning with the
global community and ensure achieve:
ment by 2030. Ending child labour is
not just a development larget —itisa
moral imperative. A just and pros-

e abuses.

| mental well-being is constantly at risk. free of child labour and human rights

__perous Bangladesh must begin with
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ecline in quality

STM! BUSINESS REPORT
The auaﬂahllity of glx)d quahly rawhl:des
has fallen sharply in esh over
the years, although overall supply has
increased, according to a research report.

Some 60 percent to 70 percent of
rawhides were of good quality seven to
eight years ago, but now less than 20
percent meet the standard, it said.

The Centre for Policy Dlalogue (CPD)
conducted the researchunder an initiative
jointly undertaken by the Bangladesh
Tanners Association (BTA)and the Leather
Sector Business Pramation Council under
the Ministry of Commerce.

Khnndakor Gnlam \'luaupm reqeamh |

team in conductmg the study The other |
two are Tamim Ahmed, a senior research
associate, and %ulxuuam.‘m Shazeed, a
programme associate.

Ahmed presented the research paper
tiled “Bangladesh’'s Leather Supply
Chain: Ensuring Quality and Price of
Raw Hides™ at a workshop in Dhaka Club

Ahmed said ensuring the quality of
rawhides was important because high- .

qua]ll} ﬁrae-: not {miy guarantee better
prices but also reduce waste and help
produce high value exportable leather
products,

He said if animals are not slaughtered
and skinned properly, cuts, tears, or
structural damage may occur on the
hides. As a result, high-quality hides often
end up becoming low-grade or unusable,
he men

In Bangladesh, there is a shortage of
skilled butchers during the Eid-ul-Azha
period for slaughtering and skinning
cattle, he said.

While it is estimated that over 20 lakh
| animals are sacrificed in Dhaka alone
during this time, the city has only about
11,600 trained butchers, he added.

The report also revealed that during
Eid-ul-Azha in 2025, only 4.8 percent of
cattle were slaughtm.-d ‘by professional
butchers.

In 133 percent of cases, the animal

owners themselves carried out the
slaughter, while in most cases (BL9
percent), the task was performed by
representatives  from  madrasas  or
mosgues, many of whom are not trained
* butchers, it sa:d

Y ;

ahlde" CPD study

SLAUGHTERING
PRA[}TIGES

[}ue to inexperience and a 1ac.k DI
skills in skinning, a significant portion

of rawhides was damaged, especially
through flay cuts, it added.

Flay cuts refer to incisions or marks
on the hide caused by excessive pressure
or improper use of sharp tools while

_ removing the skin.

According to the report, 21 percent of

rawhides were affected flay cuts du
[m%%'ear s Fid-ul-Azha, g rmg

e survey also found that 46 percent
of sacrificial animal owners left the
hides in open spaces after the slaughter,
while in 36 percent of cases, madrasa
authorities and seasonal trariers kept the
hides in the open.

In 14 percent of cases, wholesalers kept
the hides in open areas, it said.

This unhygienic and unplanned
storage method likely exposed the
rawhides to adverse weather conditions,
dust, and germs, causing deterioration in
their quality, it added.
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Bangladesh sees

Noazzem said in detem:mmg the pnce
r(:l' rawhides, there should be separate

~ opportunities for foreign investment
in the country’s leather sector.
Md Shakawat Ullah, senior vice-

Tamim Ahmed also said the hides.

rates for salted and unsalted chairman of the BTA, also urged for
government needs (o rcmnv; pOleE The price for salted ides the CETP Lubemadefuity fiifictionsl
barriers related to land purchase and gpouiq be set high enough 10 After that, we will see how to increase
plot allocation for both foreign and encourage proper —salting Price the price of leather,” he said.

local investors within the Savar Tannery

variations should also reflect some

Mahbubur Rahman, secretary

Industrial Estate (STIE). basic quality standards, he added. to the Ministry of Commerce, said
The leather associations, the Shaheen Ahamed, chairman of the next year, instead of dist rihutmg
government, and plot owners should BTA,said tfmeSTIEsccnu'al effluent free salt for P'“Sﬂ'\fiﬂg
sit together 1o decide how the vacant  treatment plant (CETP) can be made  he possi of offering incentives
spaces can be utilised by other potential fully functional, it would be possible  for selling rawhides would be
investors, he said. to increase exports by Tk 50,000 10 considered.
Associations should also offer foreign Tk ﬁr::t) 000 crore within the next four mHe beheuefs that ;hdis would
invest ben that their members  to five years. courage faster and- betler
get, Olgth:dde;ﬁlsl{hundaker Golam He }“'*ald this would also creat¢  preservation of rawhides.
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amend labour

law by Oct: adviser

30 factories receive ministry’s green award

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The government will complete bringing
about amendments to the Bangladesh
Labour Act by October this year as the
country has committed to improving it
to international standards, said Labour
and Employment Adviser Brig Gen (retd)
M Sakhawat Hussain yesterday.
Afterwards, it will be possible to
provide it to the International Labour
Organization (ILO) as proof of the
progress made in labour rights, he said.

Bangladesh had made the
commitment earlier as the international
community, including the ILO,

Furopean Union (EU), and the US, had

been pressing for it over the past couple

" of years.

The adviser also said he had to face

.a lot of queries from international
communities on several occasions at the
[LO meetings, as the country still lacked
the improvements.

He also inspired entreprencurs
and factory owners to use renewable
energy for sustainable production and
environmental protection.

The adviser was speaking at a

. ceremony at Osmani Memorial Hall in
Dhaka to present the Ministry of Labour
and Employment’s Green Factory Award
2025.

Hussain, along with Industries
Ministry Adviser Adilur Rahman Khan,
handed over the awards to the recipients.

The government recognised 30
factories in 16 categories with the
award for their initiatives to curb
environmental pollution and adopt eco-
friendly technologies.

The 30 factories were selected from a
shortlist of 72 based on environmental
management, worker welfare, safety,
and innovation.

Adilur Rahman said it was not only
an award but also a form of “green
initiative” deeply rooted in the country’s
industrial policy.

Currently, Bangladesh has the
highest number of factories—248—that
have attained the Leadership in Energy

@
(o TR A THAUTS 2020
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Transcom Electronics Ltd from Brigadier General (retd) M Sakhawat Hussain, labour
mmmmwmmnmn,lmmmam,m

function in Dhaka yesterday.

and FEnvironmental Design (LEED)
certificate.

Of them, 105 are in the platinum
category and 129 in gold. Nine out of the
world's 10 greenest [actories are also in
Bangladesh, he said.

On behalf of the award recipients,
Uzma Chowdhury, director (corporate
finance) of Pran RFL Group, said- they
tried to establish such factories as the
focus was not only on production but
also on caring for the environment.

They have always prioritised the
environment and social efficiency since
the establishment of Chorka Textile and
Habiganj Agro Limited, she said.

They have been exporting garment
items and processed foods from these
two factories, she also said,

e e

PHOTOD: COLLECTED

The factories have solar systems,
energy-cfficient machinery, rainwater
harvesting systems, energy managemerii
systems, and effluent treatment plants
(ETP), while ensuring workplace safety,
said Chowdhury.

The award-winning factories under
the readymade garment (knit) category
are Chorka Textile Ltd, Echotex Ltd, and
Fakir Fashion Limited. '

Those under the woven garment
category are Tarasima Apparels Ltd,
AL:Iko-Tex Lid, and Square Fashions
Lid.

The textile category had four—Akij
Textile Mills Limited, Pioneer Denim
Limited, KDS Textile Mills Ltd (Unit-2),
and Four H Dyeing and Printing Ltd.
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industry factory category.
Three factories were awarded
under the electric and electronics
goods manufacturing category
Transcom Electronics Limited, Fair
Flectronics Limited, and Walton Hi-
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Adzi Trims Ltd was awarded under
the accessories and backward linkage
factory category.

Food and Beverage Lud and
Habiganj Agro Lud were awarded
under the processed food factory
category.

Zareen Tea Garden and Mirzapore

ea Garden were awarded under the
Footwear Ltd was awarded under
the hide industry (finished goods)
category.

Karupannya Rangpur Limited and
X Ceramics Ltd were awarded under
the jute mills and tiles and ceramics
industries categories, respectively.

Remark HB Limited and Square

Toiletries Limited received the award
under the cosmetics factory category.
Eskavef Pharmaceuticals Limited won

" the award under the pharmaceutical

industries category.

PHP Ship Breaking Industries
Limited, Khulna Shipyard Limited,
and KR Ship Recycling Yard were given
the award-under the shipbuildingand
shipbreaking industries category.

Seven Circle (Bangladesh) Ltd
received the award under the cement
factory category, while BSRM Steels
Ltd was given the award under the
steel mill category.

Each award came with a certificate,
a memorabilia, and a cheque of Tk
100,000,
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holding the baby

‘while she works?

lLM.]'umulAlam

is an academic, jownalist, and
political analyst. He can be reached at
nazmulalam. rijohni@gmail.com.

HM. NAZMUL ALAM

At eight in the morning, the university
gates open to a stream of students, faculty
members, and staff. Among them is a young
woman, hurriedly pushing a stroller with
one hand while balancing a laptop bag on
her shoulder. She kisses her child goodbye—
hesitantly—-and rushes to her classroom.
This scene, while increasingly common in
our academic spaces, is also deeply revealing.
It tells the quiet story of working mothers
in Bangladesh, one rarely acknowledged
in institutional policy, yet urgent and
emotionally resonant. The question is no
longer whether we need daycare centres
in educational institutions, but how much
longer we will deny their necessity.

In Bangladesh, as of 2023, women
accounted for 65.5 percent—roughly
252,000—of primary school teachers. In
lower secondary and secondary education,
women made up 235 percent and 254
percent of teaching staff, respectively. At
the tertiary level, the figure stood at 27.76
percent, While this progress is commendable,
it uncovers an institutional paradox: women
are encouraged to enter education, but the

support necessary Lo retain them—
such as on-campus daycare—remain grossly
inadequate.

In a country where over 42.68 percent of
women participate in the labour force, the
absence of institutional childcare support
forces many to underperform, take extended
leave, or leave the workforce altogether. This
is not just an economic issue; it is a question
of social justice.

When a new mother returns to work
after maternity leave, her most daunting
challenge is not academic performance or
professional capability—it is childcare. Who
will hold her baby while she lectures? Who
will feed her child when she is busy grading

pers?

Extended families, the once-trusted
suppeort system, are no longer a viable option,
especially in urban nuclear households.

Domestic workers are both hard to find
and, more importantly, often untrained
and unsupervised. As one working mother
shared, “Since I have no relatives in Dhaka,
it was extremely difficult for me 1o take
care of my childduringoﬂiueluamlwas
constantly anxious at work until 1 found
a reliable daycare.” Her story is echned in
thousands of households.
changing contours ﬂ!e*

universities carry an added moral burden.

They are institutions ol enlightenment,
equality, and future-building. Yet, they are

often the last to adapt to gender-sensitive

infrastructure. A university without a daycare
centre is an environment that punishes
women for choosing both motherhood and
career. It sends a message, deliberate or not,
that the ideal academic is childless or male.
For student-mothers and faculty alike, this
results in missed classes, disrupted research,
and emotional stress.

Moreover, universities are uniquely
equipped to provide quality daycare
facilities. With departments in psychology,
early childhood education, or nursing,
many campuses could develop high-
standard, supervised centres that double
as experiential learning labs. It's a win-win:
educators can teach, students can learn, and
children can thrive,

Let’s be clear: daycare is not just a holding
room. It is a place of cognitive, social, and
emotional growth. High-quality daycare
centres are structured around a child’s
needs. Trained caregivers follow regimented
schedules that include nutritious meals,
story time, group play, arts and crafis,
and basic literacy work. A growing body of
research shows that children who attend
structured daycare are more emotionally
resilient and perform better academically in
their early school years. In Bangladesh, this
is especially important, given the rampant
inequalides in early childhood education

‘access. Moreover, daycare centres, when

well-regulated, play a preventive role in
child abuse. They reduce the dependency on
untrained domestic help or leaving children
unattended, both of which are common risk
factors for neglect and trauma.

Section 94 (1.2) of Bangladesh Labour Act
mandates that every institution with more
than 40 female employees must provide
a daycare facility for children. under six.

Daycare is a place of cognitive, social, and e

However, enforcement is lax, and compliance
is more the exception than the rule. Many
institutions offer a “sick room” or a single
nanny in an empiy office room, which is a
far cry from what children or their mothers
deserve, The few quality daycare centres that
do exist remain expensive and inaccessible
to most middle- and lower-income families.
The market cannot solve what policy refuses
to address.

There remains significant stigma around
daycare use in Bangladesh. Some sce it as
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Moreover, with proper
regulation, daycare workers can offer a
level of specialised developmental care
that most homes cannot. From speech
therapy to emotional support, their role is

indispensable.
If we are serious about building an
inclusive, equitable  Bangladesh—one

where women can thrive as mothers and
professionals—we must reimagine our

public institutions. Every university, college,
and school must have a functioning, safe,
and affordable daycare lacility.

This is not just about mothers. It is about
the next generation of Bangladeshis--whom
they grow up to be, how they socialise,
what opportunities they reccive, and whom
they trust. A society that refuses to hold its
children with care cannot claim to hold a
furu:e worth striving fur

As a nation, we have s spent years u'ymg to

__increase women's participation in education

and employment. Now, we must complete
the loop. We must invest not only in women's
work but also in what makes their work
susiainable: comprehensive childcare.

Let us remember the wisdom ol Kahlil
Gibran, who once wrote, “Your children are
not your children. They are the sons and
daughters of Life’s longing for itself.” If life
longs for anything, it is care, continuity, and
compassion. Let us not fail it at the gate.

11 : AR 38 WG S8
Dhaka : Saturday 28 June 2025
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RMG exports to US

Staff Correspondent

&

’ WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2025,

grow by

THE country’s readymade
garment exports to the Unit-
ed States, the single largest
export destination of Bang-

ladesh, experienced a robust

growth of 29.34 per cent to
$2.98 billion in January-
April of 2025, amid ongoing
tariff fears.

According to the latest
data published by the US
Office of Textiles and Ap-
parel, Bangladeshi éxporters
exported RMG ilems warth
$2.3 billion in the corre-
sponding period of 2024,

During the first four
. months of 2025, Bangladesh

outpaced its major com-
petitors in terms of export
growth rates.

In January-April of 2025,
the North American coun-
try’s RMG imports from its
global suppliers also wit-
nessed a positive growth of
10.67 per cent to $26.21 bil-
lion, compared with those
of $23.7 billion in the same
period of 2024,

In terms of volume, Bang-
ladeshi RMG exports to the

Aﬁlemou}shmwmhemwnﬁngmmﬁsatareadymade
garment factory on the outskirts of Dhaka. — New Age photo

US from in the mentioned
period also saw a positive
growth of 28.31 per cent to
979.27 million square me-
tres, up from 763.22 million
square metres in the same

period in 2024, according to
OTEXA data.

As the third-largest sup-
plier to the US, Bangladesh's
market share in the North
American couniry stood
at 9.80 per cent as of April
2025,

Amid the ongeing trade

"~ RMG exports

Continued from page 6

by 18.79 per cent to $1.23

tiod, Vietnam remained

~ They stated that the 90-

war between the US and
China, Vietham surpassed
China as the top exporter
to the US in March 2025,
which it maintained in
April.

In the January-April pe-

top RMG exporter to the
US market. With a positive
growth of 16.08 per cent, the
East Asian axported
apparel items worth $5.09
billion, surpassing the $4.38
billion recorded in the same

US tariff.

period of 2024,
Vietnam held a matket

share of 19.18 per cent.

The OTEXA data stated
that China exported ap-
parel items worth $4.35 hil-
lion in the reporting period,
representing a 0.6 per-cent
increase from $4.33 billion
in the same period of 2024,
and claiming a market share
of 20.23 per cent. .

Followed by Bangladesh,
India secured the fourth po-
sition in the US market by
exporting RMG items waorth
$2 billion in January-April
of 2025, registering a posi-
tive growth of 20.30 per cent
compared with that of $1.66

billion in the same period of
2024, with a market share of
6.15 per cent in the US.
Indonesia posted a posi-
tive growth of 15.61 per cent
by exporting RMG goods

the -worth $1.6 billion to the US

in the mentioned period,
higher than that of $1.13 bil-
lion in the same period of
2024.

RMG imports by the US
from Cambodia increased

protect expoﬂers from the

billion in January-April of
2025, higher than those of
$1.02 billion recorded in the
same period of 2024, accord-
ing to the OTEXA data,

In January-April of 2025,

 Indonesia and Cambodia

held the fifth and sixth
place, respectively, with a
market share of 5.46 per cent
and 4.90 per cent,

However, the country’s
RMG manufacturers are still
concerned about the US’ 37-
per cent lariff imposition on
all Bangladeshi = exporting
products, though it has been
paused for 90 days.

day pause was not a perma-
nent of sustainable solution
and the government should
take. immediate action
through - diplomatic chan-
nels to resolve the issue be-
fore the 90-day period ends.

. Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear  Manufacturers
and’ Experters Association,
said that the country must
narrow trade imbalance to

However, he said, the ab-
normal imposition of tariffs
on Chinese products accel-
erated the shifting of work
orders to Bangladesh, which
in turn impacted US exports.

According to the OTEXA
data, Bangladesh's apparel
exports o the US in 2024
saw & marginal 0.75 per cent

. growth, reaching $7.34 bil-

lion compared with those of
87.29 billion in 2023, amid
fluctuations in shipments
throughout the vear. -
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Bangladesh’s RMG ‘exports 0
the US rlse by 29% in Jan-Apr

smwmmsnm

o its single largest
the USA, surged by 29.33 percent
year-on-year to $2.98 billion in the
January-April period of the year,
according to data from the Office of
Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA).

Also, the overall import of
garments by the USA fram the world
uneasedlwl()ﬁSpemenLyear -on-
year to §26.22 billion in the same
period, according to OTEXA, which
works with other Department of
Commerce units and US agencies
in advancing US competitiveness at
home and abroad.

Apparel shipments to the USA
have shown significant growth as
US-based international clothing
retailers and brands sourced goods
from all over the world to escape
the Trump administration’s high

| EJB Presidmt Donald Trump
high reciprocal tariffs on

"impﬁtedgnods,mxid:enewrate

was supposed to come into effect
from April 9. However, just before
the new tariffs came into effect,
Trump announced a three month
pause, the deadline for which will
end on Julv 9.

In his announcement, Trump
also said the baseline 10 percent
new tariff would be in place for al|
countries except China, as the tarifl
on Chinese goods was 145 percent.

Exporters from all over the world
took advantage of the comparatively
lower tariff during the three month
pause and exported goods in
significant volumes to the US.

As a result, garment exports
from other countries also increased
during this time,

For instance, China experienced

a 0.66 percent rise in exports, while
the amount stood at 20.3 percent
for India, 19.57 percent for Pakistan,

-and 16,06 percent for Vietnam.

In terms of volume, garment
exports to the US also increased
during the January April period.

Bangladesh  witnessed  an
increase of 28.30 percent, Vietnam
12.05 percent, China 1.80 percent,
India 20.63 percent, and Pakistan
24.07 percent,

However, the unit price per piece

vanedacrosscuunlnes.
In the case of Ba the
per-unit price increased by 0.80

percent, which rose by 3.58 percent
for Vietnam.

However, the per-unit price
decreased by 112 percent in the
case of China, while the decline
was .27 percent for India and 3.63
percent for Pakistan, according to
the OTEXA data.

By
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BD’s apparel exports to
EU surge to $8.07b

' Bangladesh's apparel exports to the
European Union (EU) witnessed a
notable surge, reaching US$8.07 billion
during the January-April period of
2025, up significantly from 56.51
billien in the same period of 2024,
reports UNB.

This impressive growth represents a
23.98 per cent rise in the country's
readymade garment (RMG) exports,
largely fuelled by a 19.71 per cent
increase in export volume.
According to Eurostat, the EU's global
apparel imports also saw substantial
growth in the first four months of 2025,
rising by 14.21 per cent to a total of
$32.49 billion,

This overall rise was accompanied by a
notable 15.84 per cent increasein
volume, despite a slight 1,41 per cent
drop in average unit prices.
Bangladesh's performance is

- particularly commendable for its rising
unit prices across various categories
within the EU, even as China maintains
its leading position and Vietnam

. continues to post strong results.

The sector, however, faces several
challenges, including growing tensions
in the US market and intensifying
competition from China within the EU.
Besides, the ongoing conflict between
Iran and Israel poses significant
concerns for businesses, causing trade

Industry experts stress the importance
of Bangladesh maintaining its
competitive edge and planning
strategically for sustained growth in the
EU market.

This includes strict compliance with
forthcoming EU regulations, which are
expected to influence the volume of
work orders from 2025 onwards.

At the same time, continued efforts to
explore new markets are considered
vital for diversifying Bangladesh's
export portfolic and reducing
dependence on the EU and US markets.
A comparative analysis of major apparel
exporters to the EU during this period

China's apparel exports to the EU
reached $8.39 billion, up from $6.90
billion in the same period of 2024~-an
increase of 21.49 per centinvalue and a
notable 7.37 per cent rise in unit price.
Vietnam posted a 15.62 percent
growth, with exports totalling $1.48
billion, alongside a 5.68 per cent
increase in unit price.

India, Pakistan, and Cambodia recorded
exports of $2.01 billion, $1.42 billion,
and $1.56 billion respectively, with
growth rates of 20.58 per cent, 23.42
per cent, and 31.78 per cent.

In contrast, Turkey experienced a 5.41
percent decline in apparel exports to

disruptions and increased operational reveals substantial growth among the EU, totalling $3.10 billion during

costs. several countries: P - January-April 2025. TSRS
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36 Bangladeshis held in
Malaysia over ‘militancy ties’ -

o wE A
SATUF\‘.DAY 28 OE 2025

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Malaysian authorities have arrested
36 Bangladeshi nationals who have
been found to be “directly involved
in a radical militant movement based
on Islamic State extremist beliefs and
violent ideclogy”, Malaysian Home
Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasu-
tion Ismail said yesterday.

The arrests took place in three
phases starting from 24 April this

year during police’s planned secu-
rity operations in the Selangor and
Johor states, Malay Mail reported
quoting the Malaysian home min-
ister.

He said, out of the 36 detained,
five have been charged under the
offences relating to terrorism in
the Penal Code. Fifteen others have
been served deportation orders,
while the remaining 16 are still un-
der investigation.

The minister also said the police
had found that this group had cre-

ated recruitment cells within their
community for the purposes of “in-

doctrination of radical beliefs, col-

lecting funds for terrorism activities
and to topple the legitimate govern-
ment in their country of origin”.
Saifuddin said the home minis-
try will continue to strengthen in-
telligence capabilities and increase
enforcement, besides working
together with both domestic and
foreign security agencies to ensure
Malaysia remains peaceful, stable
and free from threats of terrorism.
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Malay51a r
arrests 36
Bangladeshis

Staff Correspondent

THE Malaysian police have
arrested 36 Bangladeshis for
their alleged direct involve-
ment in a radical extremist
movemenl centred on ex-

. tremist beliefs and terrorist
ideology.

Malaysian online news
portal the Malay Mail, quot-
ing the country’s home min-
ister Datuk Seri Saifuddin
Nasution Ismail, reported on
Friday that the people were
arrested this week.

Saifuddin said the po-
lice’s planned security op-
eralions started on April 24
with three phases of arrests
in Selangor and Johor.

He said that five of the 36
arrestees were identified as
being involved in offences
relating to terrorism.

The five have been
charged at the Sessions
Court in Shah Alam and Jo- *
hor Bahru.

The report, referring to
Saifuddin, said that 15 of the
arrestees were issued orders
for deportation, and the re-
maining 16 were under fur-
ther investigation over their
involvement in the extrem-
ist movement.

‘The Special Branch
team's inlelligence and co-
ordinated action revealed
that this group brought in
extremist - beliefs based on
the Islamic State ideology
inta the country,” the report
quoted  Saifuddin’s Fﬂdﬂy
statement as saying.

The minister added that

Any attempts to make Ma-
laysia a base for militant op-
eraumm or transit centre fr_s?

port alsa quoted Saifuddin as

saying.
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Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST 10 people were
killed and 36 others injured
in road, sccidents in eight
districts, namely Gopalganj,
Madaripur, Barishal, Syl-
het, Bogura, Narsingdi, Nil-
phamari and Sherpur, on
Sunday.

In Gopalganj, a traffic po-
lice officer and a bus driver’s
assistant were at
1&ast 25 others injured in a
chain of road accidents in-
volving six vehicles on the
Dhaka-Khulna highway,
reports the United News of
Bangladesh.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Rafiquzzman, assis-
tant traffic sub-inspector of
Bhatiapara Highway Police,
and Selim Hossain Bepari,

a bus driver's assistant from

All the injured have been
admitted to Gopalganj 250-
hed General Hospital.

10 killed, 36 hu

Imran died on the spot the family, said Gournadi girl was killed and at least

Gopalganj Sadar police
officer-in-charge Mir Md
Sajedur Rahman said that
a Khulna-bound bus of
Baleshwar Parihahan, com-
ing from Dhaka's Jatrabari,
rammed into a parked truck
from behind in Gopinath
area around 4:00am.

Moments later, three
more buses, including one
from Arman Paribahan, and
a microbus ploughed into
the accident-hit bus from
behind, leading to further
damage and casuallies.

In Madaripur, Bangla-
desh Sangbad Sangstha
reported that two motorcy-
clists were killed in separate
road accidents in Shibchar
and Kalkini upazilas,

One of the deceased was
identified as Imran Sid-
dique, 25, of Chumurdi in
Bhanga upazila of Faridpur.
The identity of the other
could not be known imme-
diately.

8 killed in

MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2025,

when his bike hit a road-
side railing as he lost control

over it at Bamankanda of

Shibchar upazila on Dhaka-
Bhanga Highway, said Shib-
char Highway Police sub-
Inspector Abdus*Salam.

In the other incident, an
unidentified man died on
the spot when a bus hit his
motorbike from opposite di-
rection near Bhurghata bus
stand on the Dhaka-Barishal
highway in Kalkini upazila.

In Barishal, motorcyclist
Zahid Hasan, 29, died on
the spot after his motorbike
was hit by a Dhaka-bound
Hanif Paribahan bus in
Gournadi upazila, New Age
correspondent in Barishal
reports.

Deceased Zahid was
from Talukdarkandi village
in Shibchar. His body was
handed over to his family
without a post-mortem ex-
amination as requested by

-

road acci

Highway Police officer-in-

chamge Aminur Rahman.

In Sylhet, a motorcyclist
was killed and another in-
jured when a CNG-tun au-
to-rickshaw collided head-
on with their vehicle on
Goainghat-Bangabir Road at
Goainghat upazila, New Age
staff correspondent in Syl-
het reports.

Deceased Nazim Uddin,
25, was from Manaur vil-
lage of Goainghat, and the
injured was Layek Ahmed,
23, said Goainghat police
officer-in-charge Sarker To-
fayel Ahmed.

In Bogura, a truck driver
was killed in a hSad-on col-
lision with another truck
in Chakkanu Bazar area of
Haripur in Shibganj upazila,
BSS reports.

Deceased Jamir Uddin,
45, was from Jhargram in
Jhenaidah district.

In Narsingdi, a leenage

= - = V OV
TUESD_QY, JUNE 17, 2025,

dents

rt in road accidents

10 others injured when a |
bus collided head-on with |
a CNG-run aulo-rickshaw |

and after that crashed into
microbus

crossing on the Panchdona-

Ghorashal regional high-

way in Sadar upazila, BSS

reports.

Deceased Trisha Akhter, |

13, was daughter of Selim
Mia of Bashgari in Raipura
upazila of Narsingdi.

In Nilphamari, Azizul
Islam, 25, a resident of
Barogharia village in Kun-
dapukur union, was killed
when a motorcycle hit a
battery-run rickshaw van he
was riding on at a spot in Sa-
dar upazila on Nilphamari-
Saidpur Road, BSS reports.

In Sherpur, Majnu Mia, a
retired army man, was killed
when a bus hit his motorbike
in Howrah area of Bhatshala
union in Sadar upazila, ac-
cording to BSS reports.

Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST eight people
were killed and 17 other
- injured in road accidents

in, Cox’s Bazar, Kushtia,

Jaipurhat, Narail and Bogu-
raon Monday,

New Age correspondent
in Cox's Bazar reported that
three people were killed
and 10 other injured in a
head-on , collision between
a bus and a covered-van at
Rashidnagar Jetighat under
Ramu in Cox’'s Bazar.

- The deceased were Ha-
bibullah, 55, and his son
Mohammad Riyad, 22, both
residents of South Patali un-
der Cox's Bazar Sadar, and
Rimjhim Barua, 23, daugh-
ter of Hi Barua of
. East Rajarkul under Ramu.

. Crossing highway police
station  officer-in-charge
Md Nasir Uddin said that
the bodies were sent to
Cox's Bazar Sadar Hospital
morgue for post-mortem ex-

T aminations and legal proce-
dures were under way.

New Age correspondent
in Kushtia reported that a
student of Islamic Universi-
ty was killed in a road acci-
dent at Bittipara area under
sadar upazila in Kushtia
The deceased, Rashedul

an auto-rickshaw on the
Jaipurhat-Naogaon road at
Khanjanpur Mission area of
sadar upazila in Jaipurhat.
The deceased, A Idris
Ali, 41, driver of the auto?

, was a resident of

Islam, was a master's stu- -Adarshpara Mohalla in the

dent of Arabic language and
literature department of the
According to people of
the area, Rashedul was re-
turning to the campus sit-
ting on the engine cover of a
bus belonging to Shyamoli
Paribahan.

The bus, at one point,
collided head-on with a
speedy truck, resulting in
Rashedul falling off the bus,
and injured him critically
on the spot.

Later, the doctors of
Kushtia General Hospilal
pronounced him dead upon
arrival.

The Bangladesh Sang-
bad Sangstha reported that
a man was killed and five
others- were injured when
a firactor collided with

upazila.

Sadar police station OC
Khandaker Farid Hossain
said that the injured were
taken to Jaipurhat 250-bed
General Hospital.

Among the injured,
Masud Hossain, Shamim
Hossain and his wife Minu
Akhter were sghifted to
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospi-
tal in Bogura in critical
condition,

Meanwhile, the BSS re-
ported that a Saudi Arabia
expatriate was killed as a
trolley hit his motorhike in
Jainagar area under Kalia in
Narail.

The deceased was Azi-
zur Rahman, 30, a resident
of Panipara village of the

upa
v

Naragati police station
OC Ashiqur Rehman said
that Azizur got married
at Kamshiya village of the
upazila in the past Friday
and was returning home
from his in-laws’ house,

The BSS also reported
that two people were killed
and two others injured in
separate road accidents in
Sherpur and Nandigram in
Bogura.

The victims were Momin
Fakir, 38, a resident of Siraj
Kandi village under Bhua-
pur in Tangail, and Mor-
shedul Bari, 30.

According to highway
police, a stationary truck
undergoing repairs on the
roadside was hit from be-
hind by another speeding
truck on the Bogura-Dhaka
highway, killing driver Mo-
min Fakir’on Thaspot.

In  another incident,

van driver Morshedul Bari
succumbed to his injuries
while undergoing treatment

at the same hospital on =

Monday morning,
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Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST six people, in-
cluding a child, were killed
and 17 others injured in
separate road accidents in

Munshiganj, Magura and
Manikganj on Saturday.
New Age d-

ent in Munshigan] reported
that four people, including
three leaders and activists of
Islami Andolan Bangladesh,
were killed and at least 15
others injured as a bus col-
lided with a mini truck on
the Dhaka-Mawa Express-
way in Sreenagar area of the
district early Saturday.

The diseased are Jashore's

para Union IAB presi
dent Md Jalal, 65, the part}"s
activists Jillur Rahman, 65,
and Abdul Alim, 55, and
bus helper Md Ashik, 32,

Hashara highway police
station officer-in-charge Ab-
dul Quader Jilani said that
the IAB followers were on
the way to attend the party’s
grand rally in the Dhaka's
Suhrawardy Udyan.

The accident left Jalal and
Jillur dead on the spot while
Alim and Ashik died to their
injuries in Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

OC Jilani said that police
recovered the bodies and
sent 15-16 injured to the
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DMCH for treatment.

Police seized both vehi-
cles but the drivers fled the
scene.

In Magura, a man was
killed and two others were
injured as a private car collid-
ed head-on with a rickshaw
in Alomkhali area of Sadar
upazila, reported Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha.

The deceased is rickshaw

driver Tayab AlL, 60.
T accH Took place

at around 2.30pm, leaving
Tayab and two passengers
injured, said Magura high-
way police station OC Alam-
gir Kabir.

Locals rescued and sent
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6 killed in road accidents
in three districts

them to Magura 250-bed
hospital where the on-duty
doctors declared Tayab
dead.

Meanwhile, a third-grade
student of Quince School

was killed in a road accident

in Manikganj, another BSS
report said.

The deceased is Al-Din, 9.
station sub-inspector Shahi-
nur Islam said that the acci-
dent occurred at noon when
a truck hit the boy, leaving
him critically injured.

The child was rushed to

i j Sadar Hospital
where the on-duty doctors de-
clared him dead, the STadded. -
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Workes block
road in Gazipur

demanding arrears

Workers from a foorwear [actory staged
a demonstration in Ga;iiﬂpm’s Smpu:;
upazila yesterday, demanding payment o
mpja?t.ir unpaid salaries for April and May.

According to witnesses, workers of MK
Footwear Limited began protesting inside
the factory in Chakpara village around
10:00am.

They later moved outside and blocked the
Maona-Shailat regional road, halting traffic
— particularly small vehicles — for nearly two
hours. Traffic flow resumed around noon.

Abdul Latif Khan, inspector of the

Gazipur Industrial Police (Sreepur Zone),
said the protest erupted after factory
authorities failed to clear the dues as-
promised earlier.

“The workers dispersed and returned
home following an assurance that their
wages would be paid,” he said.

Mizanur Rahman, administrative
manager of MK Footwear, said discussions
with senior management were ongoing.
*All dues will be cleared,” he added.
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Themudgethrtheﬁscalyea:
2025-26 has drawn criticism from the
governmént-appointed Labour Reform
Commission, which had earlier called

for formal 1 of workers and

mpmedcaﬂsh%aumgﬁmdhm&r
social protection, the budget offers
no clear measures (o millions
of workers, said ° Sultan Uddin
Ahmed, chairman of the commission.
Following the political changeover
1 August last vear, l:he interim
government &ppotnmd Labour
Reform Commission in November.
The commission submitted its
recommendations to Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yanus in April this year.
Among its  proposals, the
commission urged the government to
provide legal protection and formal
recognition for all workers. This would
cover those in both the formal and
informal sectors, as well as migrant

national minimum wages that wourld
ensure a decent standard of living. The
report suggested revising both national
and sectoral wages every thmeaearsro
reflect inflation and the cost of

In an interview with The Dadly Star

He noted that although the budget
speech outlined 11 priorities, not one
focused on workers. “There are seven

crore working people in Bangladesh

who deserve attention.”
Ahmed pointed out that the
Bangladesh Labour Weltare

Foundation, a state-backed body meant
to support workers, has never received
an allocation in the national budget.
*This is in no way expected," he
added.
He said that 85 percent of workers
are employed in the informal sector

Says Labour Reform Commission chairman

in , yet no social safety
net exists for them. There is also
no protection for peeple who are
unemploved or seasonally jobless.

“Our expectation was that at least
the government would call us and ask
how much money it would initially cost.
But that did not happen,” commented
Ahmed, who is also the executive
director of the Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Seudies (BILS).

He said that their recommendations
were not only for the ministry
concerned but also for other bodies

Reforms
Reforms like re-skilling
 existing workers and
| building a national worker
| database are urgent needs
POLICY NEGLECT Worie igts as
bud | social justice
EEE mrkﬁ;;gnuras the-needs o7 | \orkers’ livelinood tools,
No allocation as evr been madt 1o | s end doctiyed
Workers’ Welfare Foundation _ o :

.| for legalviolations
|nformal workers remain excluded | A pational minimum
from social safety schemes wage is both feasible and
No coasultation was held with labour | necessary to stabilise the
organisations on budget allocations | labour market
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| began.
“The public, workers and labour
organisations - want some visible
steps,” he said. "I am not saying the
government is ignoring our report, but
we expect proactiveness.”

Abhmed noted that wvulnerability
among workers is rising by the day due
to factery clesures, political instability
and international issues.

“We feel that while some of our

mw think other mpcms-are

is is our main concem

a society free from
discrimination and fair
treatment.

Their commission
report, he said, mentioned
that the means of livelihood
of workers must not be
destroved,

For example, he said, “If
my car violates traffic laws,
they should fime me. They
should not take away my car.”
“But the reality is, police

Cl

Secondly, he called for
the immediate creation of

a comprehensive database
of workers.

“This is vital for identity.

During Covid-19, for
example, the government
failed to deliver much of its
aid to the public because
of the lack of a proper
database,” he said.

Ahmed pointed out that
the true aim of austerity

is set by the s.
The market is unstable, so
they do not ger what they
deserve,” he added.

question

may
now arise as

to how
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