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Shahida carries more than just brick chips -- she carries the weight of hope for a better future. Every day, she works at a construction site
in Mohammadpur for over eight hours and makes Tk 450 a day to ensure her tenth-grade son can stay in school. Her husband remains in
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Tk 9.81b proposal to be
sent back over high costs

CHILD LABOUR

ELIMINATION PROJECT |
Cash grants for beneficiaries
Tk 3.65b

Training wages

Tk 3.15b

‘Vehicle purchase

Tk 68.5m

RECOMMENDATIONS

© Exclude foreign tours b

JAHIDUL ISLAM

After four failed projects over the past decade
aimed at eliminating hazardous child labour,
the Ministry of Labour and Employment has
proposed a new Tk 9.81 billion project to
withdraw 0.1 million children from labour and
ensure their rehabilitation.

The "Child Labour Elimination and
Rehabilitation" project’s cost is approximately
3.45 times higher than that of the
"Bangladesh Eradication of Hazardous Child
Labour (4th Phase)", which was implemented
over six years and a half from January 2018 to
June 2024 at acost of Tk 2.85 billion.

Planning Commission officials said Tk 3.65
billion - over 37 per cent of the cost - has
been proposed as cash grants for
beneficiaries, and Tk 3.15 billion (32 per cent)
for training wages. '

The Industry and Energy Division of the
commission recently held a Project Evaluation
Committee (PEC) meeting to review the
|proposal and decided to return the
Development Project Proposal (DPP) to the
labour ministry, requesting justification for
the costs of certain components.

| -
=
(o)
o

© Rationalise expenditures

© Use govt institutions instead™
of NGOs for non-formal

The meetlng chaired by Md Ruhul Amin,
member (secretary) of the divislon,alsu
sought the Implementation Monitoring and
Evaluation Division's (IMED) assessment
reports on previous projects to evaluate

their outcomes.

education activities

Tk 9.81b proposal to be sent back over high costs

| FROM PAGE1COL2

The proposal lacks necessary inputs
and has potential duplication of
praject areas, excessive costs in
several components, inconsistencies
in procurement plans, and an
unrealistic timeline for project
activities, reveal the meeting
minutes.

The PEC noted that the project
proposed purchasing 17 vehicles
worth Tk 68.5 million, despitea
government directive prohibiting
vehicle procurement under
development projects.

Moreover, excessive al locations were
proposed for consultancy services,
publicity, surveys, and software
development, which the PEC deemed
irrational and instructed to revise.
The committee further recommended
excluding foreign tours from the

© Focus child labour surveys
on industrial areas instead
of all upazilas

project, rationalising the proposed
expenditures, using government
institutions instead of non-
government organisations for non-
formal education activities, and
focusing child labour surveys on
industrial areas instead of all upazilas.
Officials said the government
implemented four development
projects over the last decade to
eliminate child labour with the aim of
rehabilitating more than 0.2 million
children engaged in hazardous work.
However, the National Child Labour
Survey 2022 conducted by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
shows that Bangladesh made little
progress In reducing hazardous forms
of child labour over the past decade,
although the overall number of
working children has increased.
Between 2013 and 2022, the number

of working children rose from 3.45
million to 3.53 million, pushing up the
proportion of working children from
8.7 per cent to 8.9 per cent.

The number of children engaged in
hazardous labour - a particularly
harmful subset involving dangerous
tasks or environments - fell from 1.28
millionin 2013 to 1.07 million in
2022.

At the same time, the share of
children involved in general child
labour {both hazardous and non-
hazardous) remained almost
unchanged, moving slightly up from
4.3 per cent to 4.4 percent.

The number of children in non-
hazardous labour grew natably, from
around 0.42 million to over 0.71
million, indicating a shift from more
dangerous to relatively safer work.
Experts acknowledge that the

increase in the overall number of
working children remains a serious
concern, especially as Bangladesh
strives to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goal of eliminating all
forms of child labour by 2025,
Dr Mustafa K Mujeri, former director
general of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies, stressed that
the data highlights the urgent need
for stronger interventions, including
broader access to formal education,
vocational training, and targeted
social protection programmes, to
both prevent child labour and
rehabilitate those already involved.
"Without clearly defined objectives
and prior assessments,
implementing projects alone will
not be enough to eliminate child
labour," he said.
Jjahid.rn@gmail.com
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Mayﬂay, also known as International Workers' Day,

is a day of recognition and solidarity with the global
labour movement, Celebrated annually on May 1st,
it honours the enduring struggles and vital
contributions of working people worldwide, It
stands as a powerful call to continue the fight
against exploitation and injustice, underscoring the
importance of safeguarding workers' rights and
ensuring their welfare. May Day also highlights the
invaluable role of workers in driving economic
development, societal progress, and nation-
building. In observing the day, workers and
different organisations hold rallies, seminars and
various evants, reaffirming their commitment to
advancing the ideals of justice, dignity, and fair
wages forall labourers.

This year, Bangladesh marks May Day at a pivotal
moment. The Labour Reform Commission (LRC) has
submitted its final report to the government,
outlining a series of crucial recommendations. If
accepted by political parties and effectively
implemented, these reforms could significantly
advance the rights and wellbeing of the country's
60 million working people. The LRC's
recommendations span awide range of issues,
including the announcement of a national

ay Day and a call for -
reforms

While there seems to be little justification for any party
to oppose reforms aimed at ensuring workers' rights
and protection, the real question is whether political

actors will prioritise the interests of workers
over those of factory owners

writes

Atiqul Kabir Tuhin

minimum wage to ensure a dignified standardof

living for workers and their families, the
reevaluation of salary structures every three years,
compensation for delayed salary disbursements,
implementation of annual wage increments aligned
with inflation, and the creation of an emergency
fund for workers in export-oriented industries.
Other key propesals of the commission include
easing conditions for forming trade unions,
prohibiting the outsourcing of recruitment for
permanent positions, providing six months of
maternity leave for female workers, and
establishing a permanent labour commission to
oversee and enforce workers' rights.

The commission's report states that the national
minimum wage will serve as the baseline for
determining the wages of all workers, whether
employed in institutional or non-institutional
settings, by government or private entities, or even
by foreign organisations and individuals.
Meanwhile, sector-specific minimum wages would
continue to exist, but they must not fall below the
national minimum threshold. However, the real
challenge would be its enforcement. In 3 country
where a staggering 87.2 per cent of the workforce is
employed in the informal sector, enforcement of a
national minimum wage would be a monumental
task. Over the years, the governmentmuldn' teven
effectively enforce the minimum wage in the
ready-made garment sector, And yet, the positive

aspmﬂhﬁhﬂﬁﬂ&ﬂhlmmm" VT ultimateNshata/brkers' Hve

many believe, it would provide workers with a legal
basis to demand fair remuneration. Moreover, if fair
minimum wages are set through dialogue and
consensus among all stakeholders, industrial
unrests could be reduced to a large extent.

The Labour Reform Commission's
recommendations regarding trade unions are
equally significant. For years, hoth domestic and
international stakeholders have raised concerns
about the lack of effective worker representation.

In many factories, this gap has often led to tensions
between workers and employers, undermining a
healthy industrial environment. The formation of
trade unions is not only a fundamental right of
workers but also a stabilising factor for smooth
operation of industries. However, in Bangladesh,
union activities are often perceived as conspiracies
against industries and their owners. Yet the blame
does not rest solely with employers. While some

large unions exist, many have been co-opted to
serve the interests of political parties rather than
genuinely representing workers, Some labour
leaders tend to exploit unions for personal gain,
using union power to pressure employers rather
than promote genuine dialogue to materialize
workers' interest,

In absence of genuine representation, labour
movements often culminate into factory vandalism
and property damage, leading to unrest that

Trade uhions
are expected to address these issues and provide
structured, constructive representation,

Currently, for a trade union to be registered,
factories employing fewer than 3,000 workers
require the signatures of 20 per cent of employees,
while those with more than 3,000 workers require
signatures from 15 per cent. The commission has
proposed shifting from this percentage-based
requirement to a fixed minimum number of
waorkers, thereby simplifying the registration
process. It also recommends the formationof a
tripartite committee to draft detailed guidelines to
further strengthen the trade union system.

To eliminate unhealthy practices in the name of
unionism and restore trustin trade union activities,
the operation of trade unions must be streamlined.

protect workers' rights while also ensuring

Awell-functioning trade union system-founded o er those of factory owners.
accountability, transparency, and fairness-can r] ) b

RS e e

stability, sustainability, and growth in the industrial
sector.
The Commission has also recommended significant
reforms to existing labour laws-or the enactment of
new, integrated labour legislation-to bring workers
from all sectors, industries, and organisations under
legal protection. To support this, it proposes the
establishment of a National Labour Force
Registration System and Information Repository,
along with an increase in the number of labour
rts tolehsure m'nre effitierit disputeesolation.
Additiohally, it Fecommends that évery worker '
receive an employment letter, identity card, or
certificate, and proposes the introduction of a
worker-friendly pension scheme under the National
Pension Scheme, along with card-based ration
distribution for workers in industrial and rural areas.
These reforms address long-standing demands of
workers across all sectors, and the Commission has
rightly acknowledged their urgency.
The government is expected to share the
Commission's recommendations with political
parties to build consensus around the proposals.
While there seems to be little justification for any
party to oppose reforms aimed at ensuring workers'
rights and protections, the real question is whether
po!l‘tical actors will priaritise the interests of

aktuhin.fexpress@gmail.com
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widens disparity

Shakhawat Hossain

THE absence
of a national
minimum
™ wage forces a
huge number
of emplayees
and workers

- # in many for-
MAY DAY mal and in-
formal sectors in the country
to remain highly low paid,
widening income inequality,

Such low-paid employ-
ees and workers are bearing
the brunt of high inflation
prevailing in the country,
said economists and labour

Day which is being observed
today across the warld to
uphold the spirit of fair pay.

Economists and labour
leaders said that many em-
ployers were exploiting em-
playees and workers as succes-
sive governments had failed to
introduce a national minimum
wage in the country,

Workers and employees
are continued to be appoint-
ed in many establishments
like private schools, colleges,
universiies and business
entities, readymade garment
factaries and pharmaceutical
companies at a very low pay.

Besides, household work-

salespersons in shops and
trade centres, who comprise
the major portion of the in-
formal sector workforce are
nol getting decent pay, con-
tributing to wage discrimi-
nation and deprivation.
According to a report, the
country has no legal frame-
work for setting minimum
wages for more than 85 per
cent of workers and employ-
ees across various sectors,
According to the Bang-
ladesh Kindergarten Asso-
ciation, over 6,00,000 teach-
ers, mostly female, provide
teaching in some 42,000 kin-
dergartens across the county

payment of Tk 3,000 and the
maximum Tk 15,000.

The majority of the teach-
ers who are appointed on
a part-time basis receive
monthly salary of Tk 3,000
to Tk 5,000, said the associa-
tion's secretary general, Mi-
zanur Rahman,

‘Getting fair pay from
companies which are not
iransparent and non-com-
plaint is difficull; said
Mustafa K Mujeri, executive
director of the Institute for
Inclusive Finance and De-
velopment.

He observed that low pay-
ments and tendency of max-

mum wage

were among the reasons for
widening income inequality.

Income inequality stood
at Gini ceefficient of 0,4999
in 2022, up from 0.482 in
2016 and 0.458 in 2010,
with a smaller Gini coef-
ficient signifying a less un-
equal distribution of the na-
tional wealth.

According to a report re-
leased in February by the
task force on re-strategising
the economy and mobilising
resources for equitable and
sustainable  development,
a significant percentage of
graduaies remain unem-
ploved while some of these

leaders on the eve of May

Continued from page 1
graduates find low-paying
positions, such as teaching
in primary schools or kin-
dergartens, many continue
to be unemployed for three
to four years before ultimate-
ly losing hope of securing
formal employment.

Every year over 2.5 mil-
lion youths, including
7,00,000 graduates from
54 public universities, 110
private universities, 2,257
colleges under the National
University and more than
1,500 privately managed
colleges enter the job mar-
ket.

One-third of them have
been absorbed mainly by
the private sector, but most
them are paid through ne-
goliation, almost similar to
that the gig economy that re-
fers to a workforce of people
who engage in short-term,
freelance and side-employ-
ment contracts.

For the past one year,
Aabir Hossain has been
working at a firm giving in-
formation technology ser-
vices to a number of com-
mercial banks,

He said that after gradu-
.ating from a local private
university, he joined the
firm at the salary of aboul
. 1Tk 20,000. Aabir said that

" although he knew that he

ers, agricultural labourers,

was low paid, he had no op-
tion but to continue the job
considering the job market
situation.

Private University Teach-
ers Association Bangladesh
president Hanif Khan said
that the management of
the private universities was
showing more interest to
part-time teachers to check

costs.

The University Grant
Comumission, regulatory au-
tharity of the county’s public
and private universities, in
its annual report in 2022 said
that the number of part-time
teachers in the private uni-
versities increased to 4,005
in 2022 from 3,311 in 2021.

The number of full-time
teachers dropped to 12,013
in 2022 from 12,082 in 2021.

In its report, the UGC said
that the trend in the appoint-
ment of full-time teachers
was negative and unsatisfac-

Former World Bank Dha-
ka office chief economist
Zahid Hussain said that the
UGS should be proactive to
look after the payment issue
of part-time teachers for en-
suring quality of education.

He observed that the dep-
rivation of workers and em-
ployees regarding payment
had been growing with the
expansion of the economy

‘welfare
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at the minimum monthly imising profits by employers

No natl minimum wage

over the decades in the ab-
sence of effective measures
to prevent the malpractice,

Since 2004, the Minimum
Wage Board under the Min-
istry of Labour and Employ-
ment has identified 42 sec-
tors and brought them under
a minimum wage rule.

But wages for most of the
sector have not been up-
dated in every five years as
per rule, said Rajekujjaman
Ratan, president of the Sa-
majtantrik Labour Front.

Earlier in 2001, the
government announced a
monthly national minimum
wage for small and medi-
um industries at Tk 1,200
and for big industries at
Tk 1,350.

However, the announce-
ment was not translated into
action due to the opposition
from industry ownaers.

Besides, the High Court
stayed the government de-
cision on the of
procedural deficiencies to
determine a national mini-
mum wage following a writ
challenging the validity of
the national minimum wage.

Rajekujjaman Ratan, also
a member of the Labour Re-
form Commission formed
by the interim government,
said that successive govern-
ments failed to ensure the
of the employees

and workers due to the in-
fluence of profit-mongering
employers,

Maximum profiteering is
the main aim of the owners,
he said.

On April 21, the Labour
Reform Commission sub-
mitted its report to the in-
terim government, recom-
mending the establishment
of a ‘permanent minimum
wage commission’ to deter-
mine a national minimum
wage for workers across all
sectors irrespective of gov-
ernment, non-government
and privale,

1t also recommended the
determination of separate
minimum wages, not less
than the national standard,
on the basis of the nature of
work, level of occupational

But a full implementation
of the report would require
continuous pressure on the
next elected government
and the employers, said the
labour leader.
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'G' factories shut

amid worker protests

Our Correspondent - Gazipur

TWO raédymade garment

factories were shut down

indefinitely on Wednes-
day amid worker protests
in  Gazipurs = Konabari
area..

Authaorities of the MM
Knitwear and Mamun Knit-

. wear Limited announced

the closure of the RMG
factories -under Section
13(1) of the Bangladesh
Labour Act, 2008, allow-
ing owners to close an in-
stitution partially or com-
pletely, in the face of an
illegal strike.

Workers of the factories
said that they saw the clo-

sure notice hung on the
factory gates on Wednes-
day morning.

The Mamun Knitwear
Limited closure notice,
signed by its assistant
manager, read that work-
ers of their garment divi-
sion showed disobedience
and made chaos by stop-
ping work on Tuesday
morning.

Despite reguested by
the factory authorities,
the workers staged an ‘il-
legal’ strike inside the
factory.

The MM Knitwear no-
tice, also signed by its as-
sistant manager, also made
the same statement like

that of the other company.

According to the po-
lice, the MM Group has
three factories in Kona-
bari area and its owners
laid off about 300 work-
ars from the three factories
recently for allegedly ‘mis-
behaviour’ of some work-
ers. They, -however, paid
the dues of the affected
workers.

Factory authorities is-
sued an indefinite closure
notice at about 10:00pm on
Tuesday after the workers
went on strike following
rumours that some work-
ers were beaten up during
this time.

Seeking anonym-

'DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 1, 2025
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ity, some workers said that
they stopped work after
some of their laid-off col-
leagues were beaten by the
OWTETS. ;

MM  Knitwear  Lim-
ited administrative officer
Monowar Hossain claimed
that the allegations of beat-
ing up the laid-off workers
were baseless.

Gazipur industrial po-
lice superintendent AKM
Zahirul Islam said that the
authorities declared the
factory closed over work-
ers’ mishehavipur,

Police personnel were
deployed in front of the
factory. to avoid further
troubles, he mentioned.

The Baily Star

491 workers killed

in last 3 years’

HRSS calls for urgent labour reforms

S'l' &FF C(IRRFQP{]\IDE\T
o Enforce laws against harassment,

While Ba“g]“dﬁh observes discrimination
International Workers' Day today
under the slogan “Shramik-Malik Eradicate child labour
Ek Hoye, Gorbo E Desh Notun Kore™
(Workers and employers united to Expand access to edn,
rebuild the nation), the latest data social safety nets
from the Human Rights Support o
Society highlighted persistent issues Ensure healthcare for
0Eabuse,unsafew01kingcf33:_iiﬂ0r:. - alllabour sectors
and emic neglect within the
cotmtrs}y’s"i labour force. Pmidﬁegat pl’ﬂfe{tlbn for

Beiween January 2022 and ~ informal sector workers
December 2024, at least 491 et
workers lost their lives due to  Strengthen labour courts

violence or abuse, while another

1,334 were injured - 61 of them
by gunfire, according 1o a press
statement from HRSS. |

In the same period, 429 workplace
deaths were recorded, attributed
to hazardous environments and
the lack of basic safety equipment,
revealed the report.

The trend has persisted into
2025, In just the first three months
of the year, 86 incidents of labour
abuse resultedin 45 deaths and 294
injuries, it found.

‘In March alone, 75 workers
were injured in clashes with police
dunng dcmonstramm by garmmt

Wmm




In light of these findings,
HRSS called for urgent and

comprehensive reforms.

establishment of a living
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One third of RMG
factories yet to
implement new
- wage: study

All the non-compliant factories are
located outside FPZs

S I'AR ﬂ[IS]J."iIISS KI:.PDRT

In spize of 4 government
directive given in December
2023 for increasing minimum
wages in the readymade garment
(RMG) sector, nearly one third
ol factories have failed to
implement a revised pay scale,
according to a new study.

All ol the non-compliant
factones are located outside the
country’s export processing zones
(EPZs), the research revealed,

The study was conducted by
STITCH, a consortium advancing
improved working conditions,
in collaboration with BRAC
University between September
and December 2024, It was made
public on Tuesday.

It surveyed 385 RMG
factories and L1113 workers (o
assess the wage implementation
slatus, socio-economic impact
on workers, and structural
challenges in wage governance,

The wage revision set a new
minimum of Tk 12,500 for non
- EPZ factories and Tk 12,800 for
those inside FPZs.

While the increase was
expected to improve the lives of
workers in the country’s largest
export  scctor, the findings
suggesl a significant portion of
factories 32 percent—have not
complied.

However, the report said, 100
percent of the non compliant
factories were from the non EPZ.
segment,

In contrast, all surveyed EPZ
factories were. found to have
fully  implemented (he new
wage. Large factories and those

with active trade unions or
participation committees also
showed complete compliance.

Most compliant factories were

affiliated with major industry
associations, which appear to
influence better wage practices,
the report said.

On the workers' side, maost
reported receiving the revised

The report said that still,
a notable number remain
underpaid—ofien due Lo
confusion about job grades or
lack of information about their
entitlements.

While the increase in
wage was expected
to improve the lives
of workers in the
country’s largest
export sector, the
lindings suggest a
significant portion
of factories 32
percent—have not

complied

Many workers could not even
identify their current grade under
the new wage scale, pointing
to gaps in communication and
dWATENess.

However, it said the wage
increase has put financial
pressure on factories. Operating
costs have risen significantly, but
most have received no help from
buyers or government sources,

A very small fraction of
factories benefited from any
wage-related support, either
in the form of higher prices or

g Lo - ]
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* direct assistance.

The situation was worse for
smaller factories, which received
the least support from buyers.
Even when prices were adjusted,
the changes were modest,

Western brands, especially
from Europe and North America,
oflered better support Lh.an
others, but the gap remains wide,
it added.

For many factories, the
increased cost of doing business
has become difficult to bear.
Rising expenses, paired with
minimal  buyer cooperation,
were the main reasons cited for
non-compliance with the new
wage.

The study pointed out that
workers, meanwhile, are seeing
their purchasing power decline.
Inflation of essentials like food,
rent, education, and healthcare
has eroded the benefits of higher
Wages.

Al the same time, many
workers report increased
workloads and longer hours.

The study also highlighted
gender based pay gaps. Women
remain concentrated in
repetitive, lower-paid roles, while
men dominate technical and
better-paying positions. Even
when doing similar jobs, men
often earn more.

The current process lacks

true worker representation, and

planning between factories and
buyers is weak,

Without wurgent reforms
and better coordination, the
intended benefits of the wage
hike may not reach the workers
it was meant to support.

-
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workers

AY Day, or International Work-

f | exs' Day, carries the memory
: of profound struggle, sacrifice,

and the eternal aspiration for dignity
among labourers. in the labour
movement's demand for an eight-
hour workday, its origin traces back
to the Haymarket Affair in Chicago in
1886. Warkers who protested against
exploitative working ‘conditions faced
brutal suppression; several lives were
Jost, and many were forever scarred
by the injustices they endured. From
this blood-stained beginning, May
Dﬂyemar@dasaglabalsymbo!of
resistance, hope and the relentiess
fight for ' rights.

However, the true spirit of May
Day often gets diluted amidst rituals-
and rhetoric. In Bangladesh, a country
where labour is the cornerstone of
national development, May Day has
become increasingly symbolic rather
than substantive. Grand rallies, corpo-
rate sponsorships, colourful proces-
sions, and political speeches mark the
day, but the conditions of count
workers remain unchanged. What
should be a day of reflection and ac-
tion often becomes a spectacle, domi-
nated by eliies and capitalist interests
who benefit from the very structures

that perpetuate labour exploitation.
= mriad?lumuhns»
Workers in Bangladesh — garment

factory employees, rickshaw pull-
ers, tea garden labourers, brick field
workers, farmers, sweepers,
workers — form the backbone of the
economy. Yet, on a day meant to hon-
our their sacrifices, they are conveni-
ently rendered invisible. While the
plight of garment workers occasion-
ally enters the national discourse,
an even larger section of informal
workers remains unacknowledged.
These workers, lacking legal protec-
tions, union representation, or access
to social services, toil endlessly for
survival, their struggles systematically
ignored by mainstream narratives.
Rickshaw pullers ferry passengers
under the blistering sun and relent-
less rain, earning meagre wages
without healthcare, retirement plans,
or safety nets. Tea garden labourers,
remnants of a colonial legacy, live in
pear-bonded conditions, surviving -
on starvation-level wages. Brickfield
workers inhale toxic dust and fumes
daily, sacrificing their health for

=21 Tthemn.stmt;tinnnfmbandmamﬁ.
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Tarmers, despite feeding the nation,
are chained by middlemen, volatile
markets, and climale uncertainties,
often spiralling into crippling debt.
Sweepers, relegated to the fringes of
society, sustain urban hygiene but live
in segregated communities, facing
soclal ostracism. Domestic workers —
primarily women and children — la-

- bour in private homes, often subjected

fo physical and mental abuse, without
any recourse to justice.

These marginalised groups con-
stitute the hidden engines of Bangla-
desh’s progress. Their exclusion from
the narrative of workers' rights raises
troubling questions about the integrity
of our May Day celebrations. Can a
naticn truly honour labour while side-
lining its mos! wﬂl}rnﬂablgm:kersf
Can economic growth be sustainable
when its very foundation is built on
the exploitation of millions?

The glittering reports of Bangla-

desh’s economic achievements —

booming exporis, soaring remittances,
and infrastructural growth — mask
a grim reality: growth has come at
the cost of labour exploitation. While
the GDP figures might impress on
paper, they fail to capture the deep-
rooted inequalities that scar society. if
economic development benefits only
a select few while millions remain
trapped in poverty and precarity, then
such growth is not just incomplete —
it is unjust.

The July Uprising of 2024 reveals
the depth of discontent that festers

| beneath the surface. Sparked initially

by a demand for a logical reform to
the recruitment system in govern-
ment jobs, the uprising pulled tens of
thousands of commuoners who were
disgruntied with risinig food prices,
economic grievances and structural
inequalities. Tt was a powerful asser-

| tion that development without dignity

is unacceptable. The uprising envi- -
sioned an egalitarian sqciety where
labourers would not be treated as
expendable commodities. Yet, decades
later, the vision remains unfulfilled.
Exploitation has not enly persisted
but evolved under new guises, and
discrimination against informal work-
ers continues unabated.

Today, Bangladesh’s capitalist
structures thrive on the commodi-
fication of labour. Workers are seen ;
as replaceable, cheap inputs rather
than human beings with rights and
aspirations, Corporations often engage
in token gestures of corporate social
res ibility while simultaneously
luhﬁg against labour reforms. Mini-
mum wage laws, where they exist, are
poorly enforced, and many workers
are paid below subsistence Jevels.
Labour welfare policies are frequently
designed to protect the interests of

business owners rather than the
labourers themselves.

The industrial sector, with+ts =
formal labour'leaders and government
collaborations, may celebrate May
Day with parades and platitudes, but
the informal sector remains outside
the purview of such attention. For
the majority of Bangladesh’s workers,
May Day is not a celebration; it is a
stark reminder of systemic exclusion.

The question, then, is urgent and

‘ unsettling: Can Bangladesh achieve

genuine progress while marginalis-

- ing its workers? The answer is clear.

True development cannot coexist with
deep, systemic injustice. An fCONOMY
that neglects the dignity, welfars, and
rights of its workers breeds resent-
ment, instability, and unrealised
potential. Without comprehensive
inclusion, economic prosperity will
remain hollow and precarious.

What is needed is a radical re-
thinking of labour rights and protec-
tions in Bangladesh. First, labour
Jaws must be broadened and strictly
enforced across all sectors, includ-
ing the vast infornal economy. Every
worker, regardless of industry or .
social status, must be guaranteed fair
wages, safe working conditions, and
access {0 healthcare and education.
Social safety nets must be expanded
to protect workers from the vulner-
abilities of market fluctuations and
personal misfortune. Specific atten-
tion must be given to historically
marginalised groups -— SWEEpers,
domestic workers, rural farmers,
and seasonal labourers — who face
compounded disadvantages based on
class, caste, gender, and location.

Second, unionisation efforts must
be encouraged, not suppressed..
Collective bargaining is gssential to
empower workers and balance the
overwhelming power of employers.
Workers must have the freedom to
organise and advocate for their rights

‘without fear of retaliation.

Third, civil society, the govern-
ment, and the private sector must
move beyond escemonialism They
must collaborate o create genuine -
platforms for dialogue and reform.
Policies must be formulated based on
the actual needs and voices of wark-
ars, not merely to satisfy international
image-building or corporate public
relations.

Fourth, education and public
awareness campaigns must redefine
societal perceptions of labour. The
dignity of work must be emphasised
at every level, breaking down the
social hierarchies that devalue certain

-forms of labour, Respect for every
worker, from the rickshaw puller to
the garment worker to the domestic

maid, must be ingrained in the na-

tional consciousness.
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 Ensure safety
and dignity for
women workers

Seven organisations urge govt

~ RECOMMENDATIONS

;m&mfmmk % Safety,rights training for

s, mat women migrants
»» Daycare centres at »» Women support desks at all
 workplaces missions abroad
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Marking International Labour Day, seven organisations
working on women’srights yesterday urged the government
1o ensure protection and dignity for women workers.

In a media release, the organisations stated that
although women’s contribution to national economic
development is recognised, they continue to face violence
and discrimination in workplace cnvironments.

called for urgent and visible action from the
government in this regard.

Women for Development Rights and Climate, Bangladeshi
Ovhibashi Mohila Sramik Association, Forum for Culture
and Human Development, Association of Voluntary
Actions for Society, and Love Thy Neighbour. .

They highlighted that both domestic and migrant
women workers continue to face sexual harassment,
insecurity, and labour discrimination on a regular basis,

The organisations are Nari Unnayan Shakti, Young
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terming the situation a
“serious state level crisis".
The organisations
made separate demands
to the Ministry of Labour
and Employment and the
Ministry of Expatriates’

~ Welfare and  Overseas

Employment to uphold the
rights of female workers
both at home and abroad.

Their demands to the
Labour and Employment
Ministry include making
it mandatory to formulate
“geli-guidelines” and
establish “complaint
committees” at  every
workplace.

They also wurged the
labour ministry to ensure
gender equality in wages,
promotions, and leave
policies; ensure safe resting
rooms, hygienic toilets,
and maternity benefits for
women workers; appoint

wellare officers in garment -

and other factories; and
establish davcare centres
at workplaces with 50 or
more female employees.

ministry and called for
regular monitoring.

To the FExpatriates’
Welfare Ministry, the
organisations demanded
mandartory “Safety and
Rights Training” for
women migrant workers
before  migration, the
establishment of round-
the-clock “Women
Support  Desks”  with

hotlines at all Bangladeshi

missions abroad, and the
provision of rehabilitation,
psychological support, and
legal assistance for women
migrants returning after
experiencing sexual
abuse.
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Staif Correspondent

' AT LEAST 583 people were
killed and 1,202 more in-
‘jured in 567 road crashes
in the country in April, said
a Passenger Welfare Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh report
published on Tuesday.
~ The highest number of
deaths occurred in accidents
involving motorcycles, the
report also said, mention-
ing that 37.91 per cent or
229 people died and 18.64
per cent or 224 more were
injured in 37.91 per cent or
215 motorcycle related ac-
cidents,

In Chattogram division,
the highest number of road

" +———-accidents, 138, caused 136

SUNDAY, MAY4 2025 me— |

2,500 tea workers unpaid
for 20 weeks

United News of Bangladesh -
- i

TEA workers in  Sylhet
threatened to black Sylhet
Airport road on Sunday, to
press home their 11-point
demand, including payment
of their dues,

Shohagh Satri, general
member of Tea Workers
and Tea Garden Protection
Committee, said on Friday
that some 2,500 workers
along with their families
would block the road on

deaths and injuries to 377
peaple while the lowest
number of accidents, 28,
ocourred in the Sylhet divi-
sion, killing 31 people and
injring 51 more.

Trains were involved in
the next highest number of
deaths—35 people—wilh
five more injured in 35 rail-
way accidents.

Ten people were killed
and one more remained
missing in eight waterways
accidents.

The report was pre-
pared based on reports
published in different na-
tional dailies, seven online
news portals, different
electronic media and own

sources, said a press re-
re-

O\

Sunday as the authorities
did not pay their wages for
20 weeks.

Ranjit Nayek Ranju, con-
vener of the committee, an-
nounced the road-blockade
programme on Friday even-
ing and threatened to go for
tougher movement until
their dues were paid.

Regular ration, increase
of their wages following the
government rules, access
to safe drinking water and
sanitation for all tea workers
and stnppi.ng the embezzle-

ment of provident fund con-
tributions were among their
11-point demand.

Ranjit Nayek Ronju said,
Despite repeated assur-
ances, no one has kept their
word. For 20 consecutive
weeks, the workers have not
received their wages and
benefits. We've heard many
promises, but none have
been fulfilled. That's why.
mllplr:ul::kotl]]:a lhetAinurl
Road in Malsr?ichhm on
Sunday.’

-

=
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acc1denfs kill 583
in April: report

lease issued by the A880~
ciation. -

Of the fatal victims, 132
were fransport workers in-
cluﬂﬁs 107 were
pedestrians, 45 were sfu-
dents and 13 were teachers.

Fifty-five fatal victims
were children in March:;

Of the crashes, the high-
est 50.97 per cent were
caused when vehicles
crushed onto other things
followed by 23.8 per cent
by head-on collisions,
18.51 per cent by the ve-
heiles falling into roadside
ditches as the drivers lost
conirol of the wehicles,
5.99 per cent by other rea-
sons and 0.35 per cent each
by collision between trains

and other vehciles and tan-
gling scarves on vehicle
wheels.

According 1o the report,
the highest, 33.68 per cent
road accidents took place.
on feeder roads followed by
31.74 per cent on national
highways and 29.1 per cent
on regional highways.

Out of lotal accidents,
4.05 per cent occurred in
Dhaka metropelitan city and
1.05 per cent in Chatlogram
metropolitan city.

The association recom-
mended stopping importing
smaller vehicles, including
motorcycles and easybikes,
immediately and enforcing
laws strictly to improve the
situations.
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Bangladesh needs a

T s mmmnmmf

holistic appro achsE====te

b}' Zobaida diversification and shock

plans. Engaging with! boﬂi

trading ated millions ofiobsindliﬁu}m
?ajsmmﬁ;?baim mﬂmtysyitgﬁ hﬂusaholds out of poverty, -prospective trade pa.rt.ners 3hl:mld be a
i However, with the rece ; top priority for our trade, economic de-
hikes to shifting geopoliti- & velopment, and foreign policy agenda.

Export development assistance
RECENTLY, the _central bank of Bang-
ladesh reduced the size of its Export
Development Fund to $2.51 billion
following evidence that some export-
ers were using it to syphon money
abroad. While stricter action against
corruption and money laundering is
an absolute necessity, we must devise
mechanisms to support our exporters
in diversifying products and investing
in higher value-added goods. Bangla-
desh needs a robust export develop-
ment institution — one that not only
offers funding (loans and guarantees)
but also expert guidance

cal alliances, Banglndashstﬂndsata ward protectionist trade-
m-iticalcrmmoads Antheuuunny

potential tariff hikes, Bangladesh
from must carefully chart the next “phase
of its trade-based econamic develop~

strategy — one that 'cte'ale.-s decent export destinations. Our export profile
work, enhances resilience to external Teveals a patiern common to all LDCs:
shacks, and ensures greater equity and oW manufacturing capacity, limited
climate resilience. product diversification, and depend-
. Before the World War II, irade was - Buce on labour-intensive manufac-
y a matter for nation-states, tured goods. Due to its depandence
During the 1930s, state-led protection- on & limited number of products
ist trade policies, such as tariff hikes export destinations, Bansladeshs
and currency devaluations, ph,gugd exports remain highly vulnerable to

on managing
the global economy and are par] extamal shocks. Rather than present- global trade risks, potential insurance
:ilgzn ?W‘%n Depres- solutions, and emerging opportunities.

A dedicated export development
institution could also assist entrepre-
neurs in exploring new sectors and
explore the potential of service trade.
Unlike goods, most cross-border ser-
vices are not subject to tariffs. Byh-am-
ing the youth workforce,

~ After the World War II, the US& should -begn- .

" | emerged as the world's majar eco- How can: ‘nm absurh m.aﬂuﬂn‘l
nomic and political power and played shocks? How can we expand what
aksymleindesmnngali trade,mmw v should
and_ economic structure. The rule- address the pressing economic (¢g.,
based liberal trading system allowed Creating decent work for large num-
trading in goods but did not allow bers of unemployed youth) and
labour migration. As a result, newly ms_ie&. assisling.
independent ‘developing countries meﬂ

had to ahsorb their unskilled work- ¥1
ers and face serious competition in 3
global trade with industrialised coun-
tries. With no manufacturing capac- Trade diversification and aNerriat
ity, these newly independent coun- export markets

intelligence products and services, fi-
nancial services, the creative economy,
etc., and create decent jobs that would
help close the trade deficit.

Preparing for LDC graduation
A KEY reminder is that Bangladesh

tries largely relied on exporting raw
materials, agricultural products, and
other low-value commodities that
were subject to price fluctuations in
global markets. Compare their route
to development with European na-
tions that benefitted from the open
labour migration policy of the US,
which absorbed their excess labour
and used slave labour and raw ma-
terials from colonial countries and
built their economies through grow-
ing exports to their colonies. Despite
the premature exposure of newly in- particularl
dapendentmunﬁaﬁ to the liberalised

mnﬂmtw ersl&is-

TRADE diversification helps to absorh
sudden external shocks and reduces
vulnerabilities caused by a narrow
export base. We must broaden our

producl range, identify our competi- .

tive advantages in seclors beyvond gar-
ments, add more value-added pmducts
to our export list, and actively pursue
alternative export deslinations, To se-
cure market access arrangements that
support our sustainable development
aspirations and expand our frading
uptmns. proac:hve trade diplomacy —
our embassies
andmnmﬂms will be key. A careful
reevaluation of eadstwc bl]alaml and

ur, | was and environmental concerns, develop-
a the wntld’s aamh&- ment eooperation, climale change, and

gest garment exporter after China. security), is urgently
The garment sector, powered by pref-

needed. This will

will graduate from LDC status by 2026,
which will result in the loss of duty-
free access to the EU unless new agree-
ments are secured. This could make
Bangladeshi garments more expensive
and less competitive. Here, again, our
embassies and consulates in the EU
should lead proactive rade diplomacy
to ensure that Bangladesh's sustainahle
development goals are pm{ecled.

Increased social and meml
compliance

TO REMAIN cumpehtlva in thJ,a EU
and enharnce bargaining capacity with
global brands, our garment &xporters
should adopt enhanced social and en-
vironmental compliance in'line with
the United Nations Guiding Principles
on Business and Human Rights, 2011.
Vietnam has already taken steps in this
direction by adopting human rights due

diligence measures for sume of its busi-_____|
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Developing a comprehenswe
labour database

Among the eight reform commissions
formed by the Yunus-led interim
government, the Labour Reform
Commission, the last one to present
its report, holds significant
importance. This is the first time in
Bangladesh's history that such a
commission has been established to
review the existing labour palicies
and laws, as well as the state of the
labour market. The commission's
mandate includes providing
recommendations to rectify various
anomalies in the laws and
discriminatory measures that
undermine labour rights and
industrial relations. The commission
has successfully this '
formidable task, and the report has
been submitted to the Chief Adviser
in the third week of the previous

Gth, The 25 mein

reform.
One of the key recommendations is
introducing a national digital labour
registration system and a database.
The commission arguedthat sucha
database is necessary to recognise all
the labourers and workers in the
country and to ensure their
occupations, skills and identities. At
present, there is no such database in
the country at either the national or
industry levels. Various sectors also
do not preserve comprehensive data -

on the labourers or workers employed

in these sectors. After the Rana Plaza
disaster that killed at least 1,134
workers and injured more than 2,500
people, there was a mave to builda
database for all the workers
employed in the ready-made
garments (RMG) sector. The
initiative, however, resulted inan
incomplete and inaccessible database
due to non-cooperation from the
factory owners.

The commission's recommendation
was that the proposed database
should be universal and
comprehensive so that it can be
possible to identify all formal and
informal workers and labourers along
with those who anpuppmplnyed Lo
also stressaps tliedatabase s easy
accessibility and |nteroperabsl1ty s0
anyone can find ituseful. To develop
the database, the commission
stressed framing a policy in this
connection. Registration with the
system should also be mandatory for
all labourers and employers to make
the database effective, the
commission added. This database will
not only provide a comprehensive
record of the workforce but alse
facilitate efficient hiring and job

It will not only provide a comprehensive
record of the workforce but also facilitate
efficient hiring and job matching

writes

Asjadul Kibria

Labourers wwk at a brick field in Dhalu,Mgladesh There is no
database of the workers in the country —Agency Photo

matching, and ensure fair labour
practices.

The recommendation to develop a
labour database is obviously a good
one, Though difficult, considering
digital logistics, it is not impossible to
do the work. However, it will require a
long time to register all the labourers
and employers. Moreover, it will be
continuous work as new workers are
coming into the labour market
regularly and some are also leaving
the market for various reasons.
According to the Labour Force Survey
(LFS) 2023, the total number of
Iahlfurgrs inthe country is 73,43

million, of which 48.12 milljon are

male and 25.33 million are female.
The survey also showed that 2.46
million, or 3.35 per cent, of the total
labour force was unemployed in 2023.
In other words, the suggested
database should contain information
on at least 71 million people who were
employed in 2023.

Motivating the workers to get
registered with the system will be a
big challenge. Most workers may
think it is useless and may not be

encouraged by employers to do so.
Even many employers and factory
owners may try to avoid registration
as they don't want to provide their
information. In this connection, an
extensive awareness-building
programme will be required.
Including the informal workers in the
database may also be more
challenging by registering. LFS 2023
showed that 84.10 per cent of the
total labour force in the country is
employed informally.

The pattern of employed workforce
by broad economic sector is another
thing to consider. Around 45 per cent

. - of the total employed people are in, | .

agriculture, followed by 38 per cent in
services and 17 per cent in the
industrial sector. Registering those
who are in agriculture will be more
challenging and time-consuming due
to the vastness of the sector and the
scattered nature of agri-labourers.
Moreover, a large number of agri-
labourers work seasonally in the field
and the rest of the time in the service
sector.

If not designed properly, providing

“However, dala privacy will be 3 major

3R

inputs into the database system for
registration and preservation may be
time-consuming. So, once decided,
the government has to design and
test the system carefully. Thereis
also a need to deploy a well-trained
team to do the work across the
country, Registration booths may be
opened in various industrial and
commercial areas in this connection.
Moreover, some data entry staffers
need to send a tablet or necessary
device to collect data from multiple
factories and offices, As the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
used to deploy enumerators
gathering citizens' data forany
census, it can provide necessary
assistance for the labour database.
The process will involve settingup
registration booths, deploying data
entry staff, and ensuring the security
of the datacollection process.

concern. Despite developing the i
necessary tools to maintain arobust |
database, ensuring citizen data '
privacy is still a matter of concernin

the country. Due to a lack of weak |
security, a number of privacy i
breaches and unauthorised extraction
of data from the national repository
took place during the now-ousted
Hasina regime. Thus, strengthening
the data preservation and protection
infrastructure is a must.

Tomake the labour database
effective and efficient, the
commission also suggested
interoperability with other databases,
like the national identity card
database. Interoperability will help
cross—check the authenticity of a
worker's data and obtain additional
information. Again, a strong security
feature is necessary to avoid any
vulnerability of interoperability.
Despite the numerous challenges and
barriers, the interim government
should initiate the primary work of
developing the proposed labour
database. Following the basic outlines
suggested by the commission, a
dedicated team will be formed to
conduct the work. Various ministries

.,and departments should cooperate to
Jintroduce thesystemt, Awell> .

designed and developed data base will
not anly make it easy for the
government to provide assistance
and welfare allowances to workers
when required but also ensure
necessary insurance coverage for
vulnerable workers, Finally, it will
help make the labour market efficient
in the near future, ushering in a new
era of labour reform.

asjadulk@gmail.com
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Investment at stake
as gas crisis chokes
textile, RMG factories

porters warn of severe disruptions, rising costs and waning investor confidence
Together, they form the backbone of 3

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA
The country's flagship textiles and rfzadymade Bangladesh’s export cconamy. o “ (M ENT oU FAR
garments (RMG) industries arereeling froma  These sectors now face a dual blow. _P rimary

crippling gas crisis, threatening an estimated While domestic : . ) Garment
$70 billion in investments amid mounting [deuctiu:;l;?bl]{; If;iﬁnfhggﬁf T':E;g’; textile sector: sector:
global trade uncertainty over new US tariffs.  rociprocal tariffs on US imports add a layer of '5h Saoh

Production in many textile mills has ypprediciabiliey. o
slumped to just 30 to 40 percent of capacity,  Although the new tariffs are paused for
- gérsm i _{ﬂul:lndr_mfés sz i --ngékrel:f 90 days, it has left Western buyers hesitant, added.
st es, including Narayanganj, delaying new work orders for next summer  On average ni il is losi
Gazipur, Bhulta, Maona, and Tongi, according, and autumn. But brands and retailers arein a lakh per day, accond 3o iﬂgr:f] ?—:-"h,;;losm[; el
" ?;an?;ﬁummL us it Sinpis s wait-and-see mode. Nearly 560 spinning mills ail:?;lli‘:ed
r e units, consistent gas SUPPYY IS This has an implication on. th itl '
a must for uninterrupted operations. These manufacturers. e FRar :;lhmmm:d%ﬁm] ; andlfntlhany feartheymll
mills use gas for generating electricity,  “Demand for yarn has dropped'in the local not improve, O S
powering spinning Engc_hlges and producing market following the US tariffs. Buyers are  Meanwhile, industry leaders said this crisi
steam mhmlers fﬂl' abric vyem‘g._ 1 it _indecisive about placing new orders,” said islhehtegtmasm;{,f hooks ILhu»cns:s
The auttml_'mc:s have increased the 238 jsrag Spinning MD Haque. couple of years. i
;ri];‘b{ recently, with promises of improved Ty ease the industrial gas crisis, BAMEA  The ._;,ng]- has barely rec P R
i s s 3y e Mt . B ; recovered [ror
[]’?.ut L Ty [l'.xec.uu'\ve President  Hatem fallout of Covid-19, the Russi -Ukrain:nwa:
no reliel even after the latest price hike as suggesied  the:  government cyrrency volatility, and global inflation, and
ot some factories in theindustial u}'lpl?rt ffmd adequate amount now faces uncertainty from Trump era tarif
I;;lts ha:i l:]:Im_)errn: to a grinding halt due 1o zero Elg‘:ﬁ;m naural gas (LNG) pﬂ!:"l::stituation WIS
S JEEEN o ' Showkat  Aziz  Russell, exchan, Vet
Lu;-c:; more thanh:;s week, ls;.:q SpmnmgMigIS president  of, the - Bangladesh Incamngj mrt;e 1::; ;;}S:[eep depreciation of the
Gaacapaum’:!w. been nning‘ below Textile Mills Association (BTMA),  Two years ago .ctle US” dollar wag :
'pﬂ'nHOurﬁ @ity production cAISy is 170 . rané the crisis has hit a critical 85 while-ic now stands at Tk ];5, ;ﬁwﬂ a;[}g
tonnes of varn, but due to low gas pressure, o importers of cotton and machinery and

we are only managing 75 tonnes a dav,” said “Many unitsare unable to run. leaving many starved of working capital.

Fazlul Hagque, managing director of the Theé past week has been especially  “Entreprencurs are running out of workin

factory. i severe. We have written (o the capital,” said Russell. "These repeated b]owgg
Another yarn spinner, Khorshed Alam government several times, butboth at home and abroad, have left us in a.

said that their daily capacity is over 25,000 there has been no resolution,” he fragile state.”

pounds. ' '

“But we failed to produce even 9,300
of yarn vesterday,”- _said - Alam,
chairman of Litlle Group.

Mohammad Hatem, executive president of
the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA), said that thé -
sector needs over 2,000 million cubic feet of
gas daily, while current supply stands at just
1,000 mmcfd.

Currently, the primary textile sector, which
covers spinning, weaving, dyeing, finishing
and printing, has investments over $25 billion,
while the garment industry accounts for over
$30 biltion.
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Unfinished business of
workers’ justice

by Md Sahid Alam

ABOUR Day, observed on May 1,
is often treated as a celebratory
occasion. Yet, beyond the banners
and lies a hard truth: our
economy is built on the relent-
less wark of labourers whose voices
are too often ignored. From garment
factories in Bangladesh to agricultural
fields in Latin America, from the
care seclor in Europe to tech sup-
port centres in South Asia, the world
as we know it would grind to a halt
without their daily effort. Labour Day,
therefore, is not merely an anni
:-,qi. pments, it is a vearly o
reckoning, a reminder of how much
. remains unfinished in the fight for
. worker dignity, protection and justice.
Labour has always been the engine
of human advancement. The modern
economy did not emerge from the
boardrooms of multinationals but
from the shop floors, the looms, the
mines and the fields. Workers have
powered revolutions, built cities, and
kept vital services running through
wars, pandemics and crises. Their cu-
mulative coutributions underpin the
very structures that global elifes now
preside over, To acknowledge this is
not an act of charity or sentimentality,
it is a recognition of fact. Yet, despite
their foundational role, workers
remain among the most vulnerable
in the modern system, subject to
exploitation, suppression and neglect,
particularly in the global scuth.
Fundamental rights for workers
— fair pay, safe conditions, regulated
working hours, freedom of association
— remain elusive for millions. These
are not privileges; they are the mini-
mum conditions for a digpified exist-
ence. When these rights are denied,
it is not simply a lapse in policy but
an ethical failure. Equally important
is the right to collective bargaining,
Warkers must have the legal and prac-
tical ability to organise, to negotiate
and to defend their interests. These
safeguards are essential not only for
* individual well-being but also for the
_ stability of industries and nations. A
workforce that is insecure, exhausted,
or silenced cannot be the foundation
of a resilient economy.

The Bangladesh Garment Sramik Samhati holds a rally, demanding justice for garment

workers killed in the police firing during the recent student mavement, in front of the

National Press Club in the capital on August, 2024.

The situation becomes even more
urgent when viewed through the
lens of gender. Women constitute a
significant and growing part of the
global labour force, et they face dis-
proportionate discrimination. Wage
inequality, lack of maternity protec-
tion, gender-based harassment and
barriers to promotion are still routine.
Achieving gender equity in the work-
place requires more than slogans: it
demands structural change. Policies
must guarantee equal pay for equal
work, ensure safe and inclusive work
environmenls and actively support
women's leadership and participa-
tion at all levels. Empowering women
economically is not only a matter of
justice — it produces wider benefits
across society, including poverty re-
duction, improved health outcomes,
and more balanced economic growth.

Amnother injustice that demands ur-
gent attention is child labour. In many
parts of the world, children continue
to be trapped in exploitative condi-
tions, robbed of their education, safety
and childhood. This is not merely
a violation of rights; it is a systemic
failure that perpeluates cycles of
poverty and inequality. Eliminating
child labour requires more than laws
— it requires.enforcing those laws,
expanding access to quality education
and addressing the root canses that

push families into desperate choices.

The international community is obli-
gated to protect children and prioritise
their development over profit.

The case of Bangladesh oflers both

a warning and a model. Its textile
sector, which supplies major global
brands, has been the backbone of

the country’s export earnings. The
success story, however, has come at a
cosl, Thousands of garment workers,
many women, have worked in haz-
ardous conditions for meagre wages.
The 2013 Rana Plaza collapse was not
a one-off tragedy, it was the inevitable
result of ignoring labour rights in the
name of growth, Since then, some
reforms have taken place, but chal-
lenges persist. The path forward must
involve not only compliance with in-
ternational safety slandards but also a
restructuring of the industry to ensure
workers are lreated as stakeholders
rather than expendable resources.
Raising wages, improving career path-
ways and ensuring health protections
are not only ethical imperatives but
also crucial for the sector's long-term
stability.

Labour arganisations and unions
in Bangladesh have been central in
pushing for these changes. Their role
in negotiating better terms, holding
employers accountable and advocat-
ing for policy reform is essential. Yet,
these groups often operate under
threat, intimidation, or severe legal

— New Age photo
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restrictions. A democratic and fair
labour market cannol exist without ro-
bust worker representation. The state,
private sector and civil society must
therefore work to guarantee freedom
of association and support union ac-
tivity. Encouraging collective worker
voices is not a threat to development,
it is & necessary component of it.
International frameworks and or-
ganisations such as the International
Labour Organization also play a criti-
cal role. By setling global standards

help shape national laws and labour
practices. Through its conventions,
the ILO champions the principles of
decent work, safe employment and
social justice. However, the effective-

political will. Governments must not
treat these commitments as symbolic
gestures, They must integrate them
into national development agendas
and align industry practices with
international obligations.

As Labour Day passes, reflection

is not a day to romanticise struggle
or deliver empty praise. It is a ma-
ment to evaluate where we stand and
what must be done. Governments
must legislate and enforce
protections, Employers must see
their workforce not as a cost tobe
minimised but as people whose well-
being determines the success of the
enterprise, And societies at large must
recalibrate their values lo appreciate
those wha clean, build, serve and
sustain daily life.

If we are to build a future that is
genuinely inclusive, sustainable and
humane, then our treatment of work-
ers must be radically improved. We
must end the race to the botlom and
.teplacellmtharamtuthemst This
means paying living wages, ensuring

, eliminating forced
aud child labour, protecting migrant
workers and addressing discrimina-
tion in all its forms. These are not
revolulionary demands. They are
the bare minimum a civilised society
should guarantee. .

Md Sahid Aiam is a finaf year LLB student
at the World University of Bangladesh.

and offering technical guidance, they -

ness of these mechanisms depends on

must give way to responsibility. This
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Support returnee

female migrants

Their rights must be protected

both at home and abroad

It is deeply troubling to learn about the persistent abuse and
exploitation faced by our female migrant workers abroad, as

well as the depression and social isolation they experience -

upon returning home. According to a BRAC report, more than
4.7 lakh Bangladeshi migrant workers have returned over the
past six years after enduring various forms of mistreatment
and hardship. Among them, 67,199 women suffered sexual °
and physical abuse. In 2020 alone, 49,924 women were sent
back, primarily from Middle Eastern countries. Upon their
return, many shared harrowing accounts of their experiences.
While the authorities in Bangladesh have done little to protect
their rights abroad, they have also failed to provide the support -
necessary for their reintegration at home. '

A combination of factors including financial struggles,
lack of educarion and skills, unemployment, social insecurity,
and environmental hardships often compel women to seek-
employment abroad. However, their desperate attempts 1o
find better economic opportunities often end in exploitation,
as they fall victim to trafficking, forced labour, and gender-
based violence. In many cases, their wages are withheld, and
working conditions are harsh, but they can hardly seek help
due to language barriers. Restrictions on movement and
communication further deepen their plight.

And it does not end upon return either, Many come home
with serious injuries, illnesses, and psychological trauma, yet
receive no support at the airport or access to medical care.
Mental health challenges such as trauma, depression, and
social isolation make their lives even more difficult, while
many are burdened with debt. According to a 2023 study by
the Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ Association, a
staggering 37.3 percent ol female migrants returned home
empty-handed. Many also struggle to find waork due to social
stigma. Unless the government addresses these challenges,
their dream for reintegration will remain out of reach.

We, therefore, urge the authorities to develop
responsive migration policies that protect the rights of fema]e
migrant workers and take meaningful action to improve their
lives upon return. These vulnerable women need adequate
medical care, psychological support, and financial assistance.
The government must also ensure that the migration process is
more sustainable, Instead of sending unskilled workers abroad,
it should provide training to aspiring migrants, equipping
them with the knowledge of their rights and responsibilities in
destination countries. The structural vulnerabilities faced by
Bangladeshi women throughout the migration journey must
be effectively addressed (o create a more secure system.
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sacrifice of workers

by Wasit Zawad Ismam
and Raidah Khan
Rakhma

HIP breaking refers to the process

of either partially or completely

dismantling ships that are al the
end of their product life cycle. The re-
covered compenents of the used ves-
sels are things such as steel and scrap
iron: for recycling or reuse. Since ship
breaking is a labour-intensive sector,
it is quite costly for developed nations
due to the high cost of domestic labour.
This is why countries in the Indian
subcontinent, such as India, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, have flourished in
this industry.
' Looking at the beginning of cur
ship breaking history, during the Lib-
eration War in 1971, bombing caused
“the ruination of a ship called Al Ab-
bas’ from Pakistan, which was then
later reclaimed and carried on to the
Fauzdarhat sea shore. There, Kar-
nafully Metal Works Limited hought
it as scrap in the year 1974, which
then led to the introduction of the in-
famous commercial ship-breaking in-
dustry in Bangladesh. It is estimated
that the government of Bangladesh
collects around Tk 10 billion from the
ship breaking industry in the form of
revenue via yard taxes, import duties
and other types of levies. In addition
to this, around 50,000 people in Bang-
ladesh are directly employed in the
ship-breaking industry, with another
100,000 people indirectly dependent
on it.

But despite being a major industry,
the working conditions for labourers
in Bangladesh are appalling and com-
pletely deplorable due to the continu-
ous negligence of the corporate giants
that control this massive enterprise.
The concept of ‘value chain responsi-
bility’ for ship owners refers to the cor-
porate ship owners’' duties to safeguard
the environment and to guarantee the
socioecanomic and workplace safety
of their workforce. This responsibility,
however, has been largely ignored.

The Ministry of Labour and Em-
ployment set minimum wage rules for
ship-breaking workers, ranging from
Tk 615 to Tk 1,225 per day, which were
supposed to be implemented in 2018.

However, the workers employed in this
sectar still receive only around \$2 or
Tk 240 per day, even after working in
this hazardous trade for 12 vears. Most
of the time, they cannot even claim
higher wages, as they are not issued
appointment letters, and there is no
formal contract between the employer
and the employee in most of the yards.

According to the Bangladesh Labour
Act, regular working hours are limited
to 8 hours daily as per Section 100, and
48 hours weekly according to Section
102, though an adult worker can work
in an establishment for a maximum of
10 hours a day. However, in practice,
workers are often forced to work more
than 13 to 14 hours a day without re-
celving any overtime pay. Children are
emploved in this hazardous sector due
to the absence of formal contracts and
proper regulatory enforcement. Yet, in
Bangladesh, child employment is out-
right forbidden by Section 42 of the
Labour Act.

Bangladesh is the world's leading
location for ship breaking, accounting
for around 47.20 per cent of all vessels
broken. But Bangladesh lags far be-
hind in terms of safety. Data collected
by Greenpeace and the International
Federation for Human Rights indicates
that 1,000 individuals have perished in
Sitakunda as a result of toxic waste ex-

ure or accidents, Evéry vear, many
individuals fall ill from breathing in
harmful vapours in the scrap yards.
Toxic elements used by the shipbuild-
ing and repair sectors — including
lead, polychlorinated biphenyls, and
cadmium—pose severe health risks.
These workplaces hardly ever provide
protective glasses, clothing, gloves, or
other safely precautions. Even when
there’s a clear threat to life, ship-break-
ing authorities have failed to halt work
until the danger is addressed.

" Ashestos, a known carcinogen, is
frequently exposed to soil and water,
putting workers at heightened risk.
Toxins from shipyards often leach
into waterways, altering water quality.
The mixture of sand, oil, and water is
dumped into the ocean before ships
are dismantled, while airborne ashes-
tos fibres endanger both the local pop-
ulation and workers. Despite the high
risk of illness associated with this
work, healthcare services remain sub-

standard, Furthermore, it is difficult to

ascertain the exact number of deaths
or injuries, as labour registers are not
even maintained. The primary causes
of accidents and fatalities in the sec-
tor include poor safety systems, haz-
ardous working conditions, the use
of traditional ship-cutting methods,
the absence of appropriate emergency
responses, and a lack of preventive
measures.

The safety concerns for lahourers
in ship-breaking sites have even heen
acknowledged in court verdicts. In the
case of ‘Bangladesh Environmental

Lawyers Association vs Bangladesh’, .

the courl held that the shipbreaking
industry exposes workers to severe
physical dangers, including toxic
chemical exposure, risk of cancer, in-
juries from falling metal, deaths from
explosions and harmful noise pollu-
tion — all worsened by poor living and
working conditions. In another case, a
Bangladeshi shiphreaker named Md
Khalil Mollah died after falling while
dismantling a vessel at an unsafe yard
in Chattogram. His wife, Hamida Be-
gum, later filed a lawsuit against the
UK-based company that sold the ship,
arguing that the company was aware
of the dangerous conditions it was

sending the vessel into, Many work-

ers like Khalil Mollah have suffered
the same fate due to the negligence
and inadequate safety measures im-
plemented by vessel owners and ship-
vard operators,

The High Court of Bangladesh is-
sued an ordar on May 17, 2009 that

forbids the importing of vessels by

ship breaking yards unless they have
acquired an Environmental Clear-
ance Gertificate from the Department
of Environment. However, there is no
clarity as to whether this certificate
is for the yard or the ship itself. The
Ministry of Environment and Forests

igsued the Hazardous Waste and -

Management of Hazardous Wasle in
Ship Breaking-2011" regulation, Un-
der this rule, yard owners are required
to acquire a no objection certificate, by
submitting a stock catalogue that lists
all the hazardous materials onboard
hefore importing the ship, along with

the environment clearance certificaté

of the yard in question. Following
numerous accidents, mishaps and

AR B AL
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“deaths, legal pressure from environ-

plex to establish. The convention also

this industry have a moral and legal
to invest in Treatment, Stor-

ternational treaties and standards ex-
—-sn.d:asﬂ:eﬂhlnrgel(:unmﬂmﬂm
Marine Pollution Convention, and the

ternational Organization for Stand-
ardization. Yet none of these are im-
plemented effectively in Bangladesh.

conventions, enforcement re-

be a failure of legal enforcement, but

on human suffering and environmen
tal degradation.

aperations. If not, this will not merely -

a glaring moral failure — one that al-
" lows the exploitation of cheap labour ;
to continue fuelling an industry built
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arment export to EU may
face cutthroat competition

New US tariff regime likely to intensify trade race further: Experts =

MONIRA MUNNI

RMG EXPORTS

B Share in 2023 (%) ™ Share in 2012 (%)

Bangladesh's readymade garment (RMG) export to its largest
destination may face tough competition as competitors like
China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka have
incrementally raised their concentration in the European
Union (EU) for a decade, sources say.

The trade race may intensify further in the days ahead,
especially following the new US tariff regime, as the reciprocal
tariffs on higher scales may force the players to diversify their
shlpment destinations to the 27-nation bloc.

Data analysis shows 56 per cent of China's total apparel
exports were destined for the EU in2012, whichedgedupto 68 *
per cent in 2023. The figure was 44 per cent for the USin 2012,
which decreased to 32 per cent in 2023.

About 32 per cent of Vietnam's total apparel was shipped to
the EUin 2023--an increase from 26 per cent in 2012. The US
accounted for 68 percent in 2023, which was 74 per centin
‘2012, according to data.

Cambedia's overall apparel shipments to the EU came to 63
per cent in 2023, which was 40 per centin 2012, On the other
hand, 60 per cent of its apparel was destined for the USin
2012, which fell to 37 per cent in 2023, according to latest
data.

Similarly, 52 per cent of Pakistan's total apparel exports went
to the EU in 2012, which rose to 71 per cent in 2023. Some 48
per cent of its total apparel exports were shipped to the US :
market in 2012, which fell to 29 per centin 2023. g L
SriLanka's apparel exports were 46 per cent to
the EU and 54 per cent to the US in 2012, which
stood at 57 per cent to the EUand 43 per cent
tothe USin 2023.

Only India is an exception as 42 per cent and

The situation will be concerning as there |
ould be huge price pressure," says Mr Rakib, :
also a former leader of Bangladesh Garment |
Manufacturers and Exporters Association |
(BGMEA). |
Mahmud Hasan Khan, managing director of
Rising Group, thinks the likely outcome is a

58 per cent of its total garment exports were
destined for the EU and the United States,
respectively, in 2023, which was 48 per cent to
the EUand 52 per cent to the USin 2012

| On the other hand, the EU accounted for 79
per cent of Baﬂgladesh's total readymade
garment (RMG) exports in 2023, up from 72
per cent in 2012. About 21 per cent of the total
RMG was shipped to the US in 2023, which was
28 percentin2012.

Talking to The Financial Express, Dr
Mohammad Abdur Razzaque, chairman of
Research and Policy Integration for
Development (RAPID), said the greater
concern lies beyond the US market.
"Constrained by American tariffs, supplies
may be diverted to other key destinations,
such as the EU, Japan, and Canada."

with Bangladesh holding more than 20-
percent share in the EU apparel market, this
diversion could intensify price competition,
squeezing margins and undermining
profitability, he also predicts.

"Compounding these pressures is the risk of
competitive currency devaluations among

counteract the loss in price competitiveness,"

Dr Razzaque explains.
For Bangladesh, which is already contending

inflationary stress, such developments could
deepen macroeconomic vulnerabilities and
complicate efforts toward external and fiscal
stabilisation, the economist adds.

When asked, Fazlul Hogue, former president of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Assaciation (BKMEA), said
competition would increase on the existing
market not only for foreign competitors but
‘also for local exporters.

Local exporters who ship goods to the US may
shift to other countries, especially to the EU,
which would intensify the competition within
the borders, he notes, fearing ""unhealthy price
competition" among local exporters to linger.
The situation would be "terrific" if the same
trend is followed by other garment-producing
countries, resulting in "price pressure" as the
market size of the importing countries, like the
EU, remains the same, he explains.

Abdullah Hil Rakib, managing director of Team
Group, says business shifting from the US
would go te the EU, slowing the latter's
existing business and it would be for the US

export-reliant economies, as countries seek to tariff hike.

sharp drop in demand on the US market, with
severe consequences for the exporting

_ countries.

He also echoes Mr Hoque' views about the
price pressure, raising questions as to whether
local exporters would get the same velume of
work orders that they are receiving,
Meanwhile, exporters have said they are not
getting fair prices of locally-made garments,

- and in many cases, they accept work orders

below their production costs mainly to run the
business and pay workers.
According to BGMEA data, Bangladesh's
apparel shipments to the EU rose by 4.86 per
cent yearon year to $19.77 billion in 2024,
In 2024, Bangladesh exported 1.23 billion
kilograms of garments to the EU, up by 10.18
percent from 1,10 billion kg shipped in 2023.
The per-unit price fell to $16.07 per kg in 2024
from $16.88 per kg in the previous year,
marking a 4.84-percent decline.
Though the EU's overall apparel imports
increased 1.53 per cent year on year in terms of
value to reach $92.56 billion in 2024, the
import volume grew 8,98 percent to 4.27
billion kg, resulting in a 6.83-percent decline
in average unit prices, impacting major
sourcing countries, including Bangladesh.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com

with foreign-exchange shortages and
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RMG exports to US soar

: SATURDAY MAY 10, 2025

26.66pc in Jan-Mar

Staff Correspondent

THE country’s readymade
garment exporis to the
United States, Bangladesh's
single largest export destina-
tion, witnessed a growth of
26.66 per cent in_[anuary-
March i of 2025 to
$2.22 billion, amid fears of
tariffs imposed by the US.
According to the Jlatest
data published by the Of
fice of Textiles and Apparel,
Bangladeshi exporters ex-
ported RMG items worth
'$1.55 billion in the corre-
sponding period of 2024.
During the first quarter of
2025, Bangladesh outpaced
its major competitors in
terms of export growth rates.
In the first three months
of 2025, the North Ameri-
can country’s RMG imports
from its global suppliers
increased by 10.96 per cent
to $20.04 billion, compared

with those of $18.06 billion
in the same period of 2024.
In terms of volume, Bang-
ladeshi RMG to the
US in January-March of
2025 saw a positive growth
of 25.24 per cent to 733.99
million square metres from
that of 586.04 million square
metre in the same period of
2024, Otexa data stated.
Bangladesh'’s market share
in the North American coun-
try stood at 961 per cent in
the first quarter of 2025.
According to the Otexa
data, amid the ongoing
trade war between the US
and China, Vietnam outper-
formed China as the highest
to the US in the first
quarter of 2025, while China
slipped to the second place.
Among the major suppli-
ers, US apparel imports from
Vietnam experienced a posi
tive growth of 13.98 per cent
to $3.88 blllmn in January-

March, from that of $3.4 bil-
lion in 2024, Vietnam held a
market share of 19.2 per cent.

The Otexa data stated
that China exported apparel

- items worth $3.60 billion in

the reporting period, a posi-
tive growth of 4.11 per cent

from that of $3.45 billion

in the same period of 2024,
claiming a market share of
20.50 per cent.

Followed by Bangladesh,
India secured the fourth po-
sition by exporting apparel
items worth $1.51 hillion

in January-March of 2025,
registering a positive growth
of 24.04 per cent compared

. with that of $1.22 billion

in the same period of 2024,
with a market share of 6.13
per cent in the US.

RMG exports to US soar by 26.66pc

Continued from page 6

According to the data,
the US' RMG imports from
Indonesia surged by 20 per
_ cent to $1.23 billion. In

comparison, RMG imports
from Cambodia increased
. hyi&?ﬂpernmtlﬁ&ﬂ?ﬂg
million in the same period.
This made Indonesia and
Cambodia hold the fifth and
sixth place respectively with
a market share of 5.48 per
cent and 4.83 per cent.

However, the country's

RMG manufacturers are still
concerned about the US' 37
per cent tariff imposition on
all Bangladeshi exporting
produets, though it has been
paused for 90 days.

They said that the 90-
day pause was not a per-
manent or sustainable so-
lution and the government
should take immediate
action through diplomatic
channels to resolve the is-
sue before 90 days.

Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear - Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
said that the country must
narrow trade imbalance to
protect exporters from the
US tariff.

- However, he said, the ab-
normal imposition of tariffs
on Chinese products accel-
erated the shifting of work
orders to Bangladesh, im-

pacting US exports.
Mohiuddin Rubel, a for-

mer Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Export-

lion cmnpared with thase of
$7.29 billion in 2023 amid
fluctuations in shipments
thmughaut the year.

ers Association director, said s

that China's growth
to the US lagged behind dur-
ing the period and Bangla-
desh might have captured
a share of China’s declining
orders.

He, however, said that the
impacts of the new US trade
policies were yet to unfold
and urged the government
to take proper actions.

According to the Otexa
data, Bangladesh's apparel
exports to the US in 2024

saw a marginal 0.75 per cent
growth to reach $7.34 bil-
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Labour reform tied to tariffs,
market access progresses fast

FEREPORT

Bangladesh plans to complete
labour-law amendment by June next
year, a high-level meet with
diplomats of key western countries
was told Monday, as they noted this
issueis linked to market access, trade
decisions and tariffs.

The diplomats remind that labour
reform is a must for successful LDC
graduation, scheduled for next year,
and sought 'accountability for past
violations' of labour law.

Special Envoy to the Chief Adviser for
international Affairs Lutfey Siddigi
held the high-level consultation with
ambassadors and high
commissioners of western nations,
including the US, the UK, Canadaand
the European Union and the ILO
envoy, at the Chief Adviser's Office in
Tejgaon to review the past eight
months' progress on labour reforms
and outline the interim government's
roadmap ahead.

He was joined by technical experts
and labour-rights specialists.

Lutfey delivered the first full
summary of government reform
efforts since July 2024,

""Over the past eight months, we've
made dramatic progress," the special
envoy told the foreign envoys. "The
ILOroadmap is not just a guide - it'sa
commitment. We're investing time,
energy and goodwill to get this right
boﬂulnumntmmd

DIALOGUE WITH DIPLOMATS |

outcome."

He commended the personal
engagement and moral authority of
Labour Adviser Dr Sakhawat Hossain
who spent hours with tripartite
stakeholders to bring them along.
Labour Secretary AHM
Shafiquzzaman said, "' We are
targeting July 2025 for conclusion of
labour-law amendments and other
substantial milestones, The process is
moving fast."

European Union Ambassador Michael
Miller called the process
"unprecedented” and said, "We note
that there's beena lot of social - -

Several envoys reaffirm
their countries'
commitment to
supporting BD transition

Resolving legislation
issues has implications
for continued EU market
access, envoy says

dialogue and we appreciate the sense

of urgency. We look farward to seeing
the draft legislation soon and track
tangible improvements on the
ground. Resolution of this has
implications for continued access to
EU markets."

United States Chargé d' Affaires
Tracey Ann Jacobson said, "We
welcome the momentum under the
current government and would also
like to see accountability for past
violations." - —
Canadian High

Commissioner

Ajit Singh said

" "This is not just a domestic

——y

they appreciate the work done so far
and support the ILO roadmap. "This is
particularly iImportant for Bangladesh
in the context of LDC graduation.”
British High Commissioner Sarah
Cooke stressed that Bangladesh's
LDC graduation must be backed by
strong labour standards. "l echo
others in expressing my appreciation
for the seriousness with which the
interim government of Bangladesh
has approached this issue."

ILO Country Director Tuomo
Poutiainen remarked, "We're very
close to shaping the updated
Bangladesh Labour Act. What matters
now is doing this in a way that stands
the test of time and protects workers
inthe long run."

Legislative Secretary Dr Hafiz Ahmed
Chowdhury confirmed they had made
substantial legal progress and their
team is working closely with
stakeholders.

Mr Lutfey also briefed the diplomats
on earlier inter-ministerial meetings
with Home, Labour, and Public
Administration Ministries to address
politically motivated cases from the
previous regime, better dispute-
resolution mechanisms to avert
logjam in courts, and the issue of

insufficient capacity in
inspector roles.

issue," Lutfey said. “Labour
rights are now tied to market
access, global trade
decisions, including the
tariff agenda of President
Trump. We must act
accordingly.”
Diplomats agreed that
labour reform and
accountability must remain
apriority across all political
contexts. Several reaffirmed
their countries'
commitment to supporting
Bangladesh's transition.
"The July uprising provides
a unique opportunity for the
Bangladesh government to
do the right thing. We are
grateful for the support from
everyone as we approach the
final stretch towards closing
the case at the ILO governing
board,"” the CA's special
envoy said in conclusion, -
mirmostafiz@yahoo.com

@ |




TS et -

THEF]NANCIALEXPRESS 'ﬂlesday May 13, 2025

RMG port and green sectors

' FE REPORT

Denmark has expressed a strong
willingness to invest more in
Bangladesh, especially in key areas such
as ready-made garments (RMG), port
development, water resgurce
management, the blue ecnnamy,and
green technology.

Stating that Denmark has @mm“r

the primary partners of Bangladesh for
many years, Danish foreign ministry's
Director General for Asia, Oceania, Latin
America, and the Caribbean Ambassador
Thomas Lund-Sorensen said that the
partnership is now transitioning from
aid to business, with Denmark investing
and trading more with Bangladesh.

He was talking to journalists after the
foreign office consultation between the
two countries in the city on Monday.

Mr Thomas, who led the Danish side, said
Bangladesh has a very large trade surplus
with Denmark due to the fact that many
Danish companies are active in the RMG
sector, aswell asin other sectors, '
“Right now we are looking at continued

' investments into critical infrastructure

sector such as water, energy transition,
green transition, and into maritime
infrastructure, like ports,” he added.
Asked about the extension of duty free
facilities for Bangladesh after the LDC
graduation, he said, the negotiations
with the EU on a partnership agreement
and GSP plus are very important, both
for the EU and for Bangladesh, and we
will, as part of the EU, of course,
contribute to those negotiations.

"we hape, certainly that they will come
~ to positive conclusions. There is some
urgency to this, but we still have some
time to discuss and agree on the various
items within those areas," he added.

* Earlier, during the 3rd round of political
consultations between Bangladesh and
Denmark, both sides reaffirmed the
enduring and friendly relations between

both countries, grounded in mutual
respect, shared values, and common
aspirations.

They reviewed progress made since the
second round of consultations in May
2023 and explored new avenues for
deeper future engagement.

The two delegations held productive and

wﬁe—ﬂnmngfﬁsnwdm m.pnIm:-l_ 4

deveiopment moperalmn climate
change, green and just transition,
maritime affairs, renewable energy,
education, technology, people-to-
people contacts, and regional and global
issues of mutual interest, saida
spokesman of the foreign ministry.
Denmark reiterated its continued
commitment to supporting the interim
government in its transition towards a
peaceful, democratic, and equitable
Bangladesh.

The Danish side also commended the
interim government's role in advancing
the climate action agenda and
emphasised continued cooperation
under the bilateral Green Strategic

‘Partnership Framework, he added.

In the meeting, Bangladesh expressed
its appreciation for Denmark's
longstanding development cooperation,
particularlyin the areas of good
governance, agriculture, climate change,
and the maritime sector.

Bath sides agreed to explore
opportunities for expanded
collaboration in areas such as water
resource management, the blue
ecanomy, and green technology.

The two sides reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthening bilateral
trade and investment, including through
initiatives aimed at facilitating market
access and promoting sustainable
economic growth.

Both the countries agreed to establisha
Joint Trade and Investment Committee
to unlock trade potential and accelerate

programmes, in order to foster mutual

' to- people tes.

investments. Bangladesh also sought
Denmark's support for its bid to benefit
from the EU's GSP+ facility beyond
2029,

Both sides agreed tocontinue
cooperation in education and cultural
exchange, including academic
collaboration, scholarships, and cultural

Denmark reaffirmed its continued
humanitarian for the forcibly
displaced Rohingyasand the host
communities in Bangladesh.
The Danish side also reiterated its
commitment to finding a durable
solution to the erisis, including through
the dignified, safe, voluntary, and
sustainable repatriation of Rohingyas to
Myanmar.
In response to a request from the
government of Bangladesh, Denmark
announced an additional allocation of
Us$ 5 million to support Bangladesh's
democratic transition at the conclusion
of the consultations, officials of the
foreign ministry said.
The Danish side also expressed its
intention to developing a new strategic
sectoral cooperation in the area of circular
economy, with a particular focus on the
ready-made garments (RMG) sector.
The consultations were co-chaired by
mr. Md, Abul Hasan Mridha, director
general (West Europe & EU) of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairsof
Bangladesh, and Ambassador Thomas
Lund-Sorensen, director general for
Asia, Oceania, Latin America, and the
Caribbean of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Denmark. Mr. A.K.M. Shahidul
Karim, ambassador of Bangladesh to
Denmark, and Mr. Christian Brix Maller,
ambassador of Denmark to Bangladesh,
also participated as part of their
respective delegations.
awﬁ:@wbu.mm
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RMG exports to major

markets rise

o : RMG EXPORTS TO MAJOR DESTlNATlON IN JUL-APR FY25 _
BANGLADESH'S ready-
made garment exports to i{s 7000 - (In miflion UﬁDJ

major markets, including
the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and Europe;
wilnessed a considerable
growth in the 10 months
{July-April) of the current fi-
nancial year 2024-25.

and compiled by the Bangla-
desh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
h exported RMG
items worth $32.64 billion in
July-April of FY25, a moder-
" ate increase of 10 per cent,
from $29.67 billion in the
- mentioned period of FY24.
Apparel exporters said
that due to the growing de-
mands of brands and retail-
ers, export earnings main- According lo EPB dats,
tained a growth momentum in the July-April period of
for the past months despite FY25, Bangladesh shipped
the political upheaval. RMG items worth $16.25

RMG exports to major markets rise

“'“_‘

,..‘*

higher than the $14.70 bil-
lion earned in the same pe-
riod of FY24,

billion to the European Un-
ion countries, Bangladeshi
manufacturers: largest mar-
ket. This is 10.55 per cent

Continued from B1

The export earnings from
the EU covered 49.78 per
cent of the total earnings.

With a robust growth rate
of 15.75 per cent in the US
market, adesh gener-
ated $6.22 billion in the first
ten months of FY25, which
was higher than the $5.38
billion generated in the July-
April period of FY24.

The earnings from the
North American country ac-
counted for 19.09 per cent of
the total revenue,

EPB data show that RMG
export earnings from the UK
witnessed a narrow positive
growth of 3.41 per cent fo
$3.63 billion, com to
$3.5 hillion in the July-April
period of FY24.

|
|

Bangladeshi RMG export-
ers shipped apparel items
worth $1.05 billion in July-
April of FY25, 13.86 per
cent higher than the $924.7
million earned in the same
period of FY24.

Among the EU coun-
tries, Germany remained
Bangladasb)s largest export
destination, from which the
RMG manufacturers bagged
$4.08 billion in July-April of
FYi5.

Followed by Germany,
the export earnings from
Spain stood at $2.85 bil-
lion, France at $1.78 billion,
Netherlands at $1.72 billion,
Poland at $1.37 billion, and
Italy al $1.27 billion, the
EPB data stated.

Regarding apparel ex-

ports, countries like the US,
Canada, the UK, and the EU
are -considered traditional
markets, while other coun-
tries are deemed non-tradi-
tional.

Japan, Australia, Russia,
India, China, South Korea,
UAE, Malaysia, Brazil, and
Mexico are major non-tradi-
tional export destinations.

Export earnings from
the noniraditional market
also experienced positive
growth, with an overall rise
of 6.25 per cent to $5.48 bil-
lion, up from $5.16 billion in
the FY24 period.

The nontraditional mar-
ket represented 16.79 per
cent of Bangladesh's total
RMG exports. Japan led
these markets with imports

worth $1.02 billion from
Bangladesh, followed by
Australia $688.23 million
and India worth $563.81
million.

Moreover, RMG exports
to Turkey and South Korea
also witnessed significant
earnings, amounting to
$387.46 million and $369.70
million, respectively.

According to the EFB
data, the export earnings
from almost all major desti-
nations witnessed a double-
digit growth rate during July-
April.

Faruque Hassan, former
president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
the RMG sector witnessed
moderate growth from July

Q\&J

to April.

‘However, due to the US
tariff fear, there was slug-
gishness in the orders in past |
few weeks. So, export may |
witness a negative growth |
in the coming months for
Bangladesh and other major
suppliers,” he added.

_ He also said the govern-
ment should work on the
new US tariff through ne-
gotiations and  diplomatic
channels.

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the BGMEA, told
New Age that the ongoing
global trade conflicts also
present new opportunities
for Bangladesh to explore.

‘In this regard, we should
focus more on non-tradition-
al markets, product diversi-
fying and other innovations,’
he added.

In FY24, Bangladesh
earned $38.48 billion by
exporting RMG items to its
global destinations.
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wam wrthoutamrte@landf pﬁtmy in Bang
12yearold who was allegedly raped by her emy er an
currently being treated &t the Dhaka Meﬁmi@lﬁ@;t—!@p@t
brings to light the issue ofa [egallyunpmcted workpfﬁeefur
© domestic workers. This is, however, not an isolated incident. in
fact; accarding to & study by the Bangladesh ir:stitme af i.abour
' Studies, more than half of the live-in domestic wome#s hwe
encountered some form of harassmertt at their wo T_he
: _ study further reported that 67 per cent of women Qamestic o
o avew WEE G wée AR e »d workers face mental torture and verbal abuse. In 2001-2020,
frm foff, FfeATM AR wewed FER OTF G| S as the BILS reported, 1, 560 domestic workers faced various
G 59 FTIT ANNT  suE TaATe | W@ SEON forms of abuse, including sexual violence, and 578 ﬂf"lhem 2
‘Tﬁ‘?ﬂi | for ot ¢ &3 fgTANTT RO T gieg at their workplaces. Meanwhile, domestic workers remain
el : - legally protected, generally employed through verbal ‘agreements
. o 2nd their wages and work hours are arbitrarily decided by their
o wrs | employers. itis quite evident that addressing the legal vacuum is
u&#’l@ﬁ [oedl the stepping stone in protecting the domestic workers' rig:ts.
=1 mEElem WH  The Domestic Workers Protection and Welfare Policy
%2 20185, meant to'safeguard the workers' rights, remained
"‘“’5 unimplemented becamgof suecmgwemmms-
- | and the lack of will. The policy was expt i
and empower workers with te@i entlﬂements aﬁd brtngthelr
smployers under the purview of legal monitoring It requires
the enlistment of domestic wnmers,wty yaym ent. mave mth
pay when needed, medical treatment of the :
by their employers and compensation incase of i
However promising the policy sounds, itis pointiess untit
translated into action, A 20’215tudyby Oxfam revealed tha
the pohcyszmplem&ntatlomsaimustml". existent. T e
also High Courtdrrﬁctms askmgthe gemamm _to dé‘whp

Internatmnal Labour Organisaﬁﬁn Co
coricerning the elimination of vi@leme and harassment m t’r‘ze
world of work and decent work for dornestic workers.
in the prevailing pcﬂ;cy vactum, the governme L
promising move, has raeently pmmsedtn develop pjajﬂt
mechanism for domestic workers, but it must ens%-lremat
the promise i turned into reality. Aiongﬁte sameline, the
government should take early steps to implement the natsonai
policy in this regard and consider amendmgfna aﬁmng S
labour law to include domestic labour under its legal pnmew
and ensure employment status and trade union ﬁgfta. Legal
measures alone cannot bring about fundamental changes and a
social movement is necessary to bring aim-ut ldaﬂlcgical change

__among employers and in society. B
¢8
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—— ' Local RMG to remain

competitive even if tariffs rise |

Believe international backward ﬁnkage companies for denim

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDITA

Bangladesh should improve garment
quality and  delivery speed amidst
intense competition in global supply
¢haing arising from US President Donald
Trump's recent reciprocal tarifls, said
gome international traders yesterday.

Mangladesh has the opportunity to
retaln Ity competitive edge due to its large-
seale  production  capacity, something
International clothing retailers and brands
always take into consideration, they said.

{hina and Vietnam are facing higher
tarills than Bangladesh in the US market,
it there are others facing far less, such as
India, Pakistan, Kenya, Jordan and Egyvpt,
{hey sald,

e latter do not have high praduction
capacities, lor which they cannot cater to
large valume work orders, they added.

“I'here is no way to replace Bangladesh
because of its production capacity... It is
nol a matter of tariffs only,” said Matteo A
Urbinl, managing director of Italy-based
Soko Chemicals.

IHe was talking to The Daily Star while
attending the 18th edition of Bangladesh
Denim  Expo at  the International
Convention City Bashundhara in Dhaka.

Urhini supplies a technology based on
a chemical called “hydrogel” for washing
denim  labrics to 60 companies in
Bangladesh,

The technology is said to require just
eight litres of water to wash one kilogram
ol denim labric, whereas conventionally
80 litres are required.

Bangladesh is sill compertitive, said
Herve Denoyelle, a representative of

The 18th edition of Banglhdnsh Denim Ex

close today.

French hemp and flax fibre manufacturer
The Flax Company, when asked about
alternative clothing sourcing destinations
to Bangladesh.

Bangladesh and China will remain
competitive for mass consumption. Once
the final rates of US tariffs are decided
after the ongoing 90-day pause, business
will grow again, he said.

Products from China and Vietnam
will become more expensive because of
their higher tarifl’ rates, and Bangladesh
should focus on recycled and sustainable
products, he said.

His company produces 8,000 tonnes
of fibre a vear and supplies nearly 100

po at the International Convention City Bashundhara in Dhaka will come to a

tonnes to 10 companies in Bangladesh for
the manufacture of denim fabrics. '
' Robert Deakin, sales director of China-
based Deyao Textile, which manufactures
denim fabrics, said he was cautiously
aptimistic about Bangladesh.
" The final tariff rates are yet to be
decided, and business will prevail even
if a 37 percent tariff is imposed on
Bangladeshi products, he said.
. The two day exposition has brought 57
ﬁihitors from 13 countries, including
ia, Pakistan, China, Turkey, Spain,
ltaly, Vietnam, the United Arab Emirates,
Germany, Switzerland and the USA,
according to a statement from the

PHOTO: COLLECTED

organiser.

-*Bangladesh has emerged as the
fastest-growing apparel exporter (o the
United States in the first quarter of 2025,
posting the highest year-on-year growth
of 26.64 percent,” said Mostafiz Uddin,
founder and CEO of Bangladesh Denim
Expo.

This placed Bangladesh ahead of
other major exporters such as India
(24.04 percent), Pakistan (17.49 percent),
Vietnam (13.96 percent) and China (4.18
percent), he said. .

Bangladesh is the largest: denim
exporter to both the US and Europe, he

e e aup

added.
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Apparel sector needs $6.6b investment

to cut carbon emission by half: Report

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangiadesh's textile and apparel

i esds an approximate

i , US$6.6 billion to

help reduce the level of carbon

emissions by half by 2030 through

renewable energy and energy

efficiency measures, according to a

global report.

Of the required amount, only $1.8

billion is currently available or

anticipated while there has been a

gap of $&.8 billion, said the report

titled "Landscape and Opportunities ’

to Finance the Decarbonization of P e .
Bangladesh's Apparel Manufacturing 3 o _—
Sector’. measuring the apparel and footwear
As of 2023, Bangladesh was among industry's proven environmental

the top five countries having the impact solutions and works with over
highest level of potential inreduction 50 brands and retailers including

of greenhouse gas emissions in the Target, PVH, Lululemon and H&M
apparel and textile industries. Group that are leading the sector's
Apparel Impact Institute (Aii) in glabal decarbonization efforts.
collaboration with Development Bangladesh's textile and apparel
Financial International, Inc (DF1) industry contributes more than 80
published the report on May 08 per cent of the country's foreign
outlining how the country can close export earnings, said the report.

that gap and realize its The sector has significant potential to
decarbonization potential through contribute to the goal of a 50 per cent
strategic finance toals. reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG)
Aiiis a global non-profit emission by 2030, taking the
organisation, dedicated to industry's scale-- key production

identifying, funding, scaling, and

stages, including raw material

processing, weaving, knitting,
dyeing, finishing, manufacturingand
distribution and continued reliance
on fossil fuels, into consideration,
Despiteits economic significance,
local textile and apparel industry
faces considerable environmental
challenges and the high consumption
of energy, water, and chemicals
across the supply chain has
contributed to significant
environmental degradation and GHG
emissions, according to the report.

In Bangladesh, natural gas burning
remains the country's primary source
of energy and RMG sector alone
accounts for 8.2 per cent of

Bangladesh's total electricity
consumption, it said, adding that the
textile and garment sector represents
27.8 per cent of Bangladesh's
primary energy consumption.
Besides, there is growing pressure
from brands and emerging global and
lacal regulations for the industry to
adopt cleaner and sustainable
practices, it said,

Explaining the possible credit lines, it
said as of September 2024, some 12
credit lines and revolving fund schemes
have been identified, with close to $1.6
billion in available funding and 5175
million in upcoming funding from
International Financial Institutions
(IF1s) and the nationalgovernment.
"This leaves a financing gap of
US54.8 billion," it said, adding IFis
are also partnering with the
government and private sector to

improve energy policies, build local

technical capabilities, and support
decarbonisation initiatives,"” said the
report.

It, however, found financial
constraints, limited technical
expertise, insufficient energy policies
and inadequate infrastructure as
major challenges that manufacturers
face in transitioning to sustainability.

ATack of technical experts such as energy auditors in
Bangladesh drives up costs and prolongs inspection processes,
with energy audits averaging 10,000 - approximately double
the cost in neighbouring India,

Building local expertise can help reduce costs and generate
quality local jobs, the report suggested.

|t further said the renewable energy market is still in its early
stages, with limited renewable energy service compa nies
(RESCO) activityand no energy service companies (ESCO)
operations in Bangladesh recommending "Growth capital is
needed to scale renewable energy and energy efficiency
solutions."

The report also recommended, among others, enhanced
support from brands, active involvement of manufacturers to
address barriers like higher level of debt and perceived risks by
encouraging brands to offer stronger incentives and support
through various financing and de-risking instruments.
Talking to the FE, Shams Mahmud, managing director of
Shasha Denims Ltd, said the industry itself has, so far, invested
to help cut emissions, taking the EU regulations into

consideration.

)t is difficult to make funds available mestly for small and

medium enterprises as they (SMEs) don't have enough

capacity and lengthy documentation procedures," he said. He

went on: "The rate of interest also remains high."

Mr. Mahmud, however, said the green transition fund is not

industry-friendly.

The main issue is to measure as how much decarbonization is

done, he said, adding that there is a lack of skilled manpower

in government agencies concerned.

About the measures, he said, his factory has undertaken to

decarbonise, while they are installing new energy-efficient

technology that can help reduce usages of water and chemical.

Such technology using tri-generation systems of power

generation to reduce carban footprint, enhancing the efficiency

level to 85 per cent from 60 per cent in two years back.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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[LO country director for _
inclusive labour reforms ...

tor for Bangladesh, Tuomo -

Poutiainen, called for inclu-
sive and sustained labour re-
forms, with particular focus
on employment generation,
stronger institutions and
protections for marginalised
communities and underval-
ued sectors.

Affter a decade of service
in Bangladesh, including
seven years as country direc-
tor and three years of work
on the readymade garment
sector, Poutiainen at a fare-
well press briefing in Dhaka
on Monday described his
time in the country as ‘deep-
ly meaningful, both profes-
sionally and personally.’

He now moves on to a
new role as deputy directar
at the TLO Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific at

in Thailand.

‘Labour reform'is not a
single event — it is a pro-
cess, he said adding that this
process must be gl‘mlﬂdﬂd
in a robust legal framework,
institutional efficiency and
Highlighting the urgency
of ensuring no one is left be-
hind, the TLO director drew
attention to historically ex-
cluded communities.

“There are still indiﬁmo'-"[
and ethpic groups — 0O
only in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts bul also in scattered
lowland areas — whose ac-
cess to opportunity sust be

jtised,’ he said-

Poutiainen _spotlighted
domestic and tea garden
workers as sectors where la-
bour rights remained under-
developed.

"Domestic work remains
largely invisible and under-
protected. It is time to bring
the workers under the full
umbrella of legal safeguards,’
he said, adding that the tea
garden labourers must ben-
efit from the modernisation
efforts that improve not only
productivity but also wages
and living standards.

T et

~ Tuomo Poutiainen

Poutiainen acknowledged
recent progress in the restruc-
turing of labour institutions
such as the labour inspec-
forate and dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms. However,
he underscored the need. for
greater effectiveness.

‘These institutions must
deliver services lranspar-
ertly and equitably. Their
capacity to resolve griev-
ances and enforce labour
laws is fundamental to a just
and reliable labour market,’
he said. kg o
Calling social dialogue the
foundation of sustainable
development, the TLO di-
rector stressed the impor-
tance of democratic partic-
ipation in labour relations.

“True consensus is only
possible when warkers and.
employers freely choose
their representatives. Dia-
logue must go beyond
words and translate into
concrete action and trust,’
he said.

_Reflecting on the im-
provements since the Rana
Plaza tragedy, Poutiainen
acknowledged significant
advancements in occupa-
tional safety and health,
particularly in the garment
seclor. : :

‘The global community
was waltching, and Bang-
ladesh responded, The gar-
ment industry has made
notable progress,’ he said.

However, he warned
against complacency, say-

ing that OSH reforms must
extend across all seclors

— including construction,
shipbuilding, agriculture
and iranworks.

‘Every worker deser?aa
to return home safe at the

gend of the day,’ he said.

The ILO director praised
the rollout of a modern em-
ployment injury insurance
system in the garment sec-
tor, which provides month-
ly compensation and long-
term rehabilitation.

Describing it as a
game-changer, he said the
scheme is now being ex-
panded to the leather and
footwear industries, with
the long-term goal of ma-

_tional coverage.

In parallel, Poutiainen
emphasised the need for
addressing the informal
economy and extend legal
protections to all sectors.

‘We must raise the over-
all quality of work, espe-
cially for those not cur-
rently covered by formal
labour laws,’ he said.

ILO director mentioned
Bangladesh’s demographic
transition as a pivotal op-
portunity.

‘With millions of young
people entering the work-
force each year, we are at a
crossroads. Unlocking the
demographic dividend re-
quires creating quality jobs
dcross agriculture, manu-
facturing, and services —
for both domestic and ex-
port markets,’ he said.

‘Poutiainen said that ILO

was working closely with
the government and pri-
vate sector to modernise
technical and vocational
education and ensure
smooth school-to-work
transitions.
. ‘Are young people job-
ready? Are ‘training sys-
tems inclusive enough
for rural and underserved
communities? Poutiainen
asked, encouraging a more
holistic approach to skills
‘development.

P = TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025,

institutions in Bangladesh
to eliminate gender-based
barriers in the labour mar-
ket.

‘There is no job that a
woman cannot do as well
as a man. Pay, opportunity
and recognition must nev-
er be dictated by gender,
ILO country director said.

Poutiainen also called
for the development of a
modern, inclusive social
protection system, cover-
ing both formal and infor-
mal workers.

‘Not every job provides a
living wage. And even the
best workers face difficult
times,’ he said, outlining
ILO's support in areas such

as childcare, maternity
protection, healthcare, in-
jury insurance, unemploy-
ment benefits and pen-
sions.

While noting progress
in pension and maternity
schemes, he put empha-
sis on a sustained politi-

" cal will to develop a fully

modern social insurance
system. 2

In his concluding re-
marks, Pouliainen praised
the recently published La-
bour Commission Report
as a positive step forward,
noting its alignment with
ILO values and its poten-
tial to shape inclusive re-
forms.

‘It reflects broad con-

- sultation and sets a solid

foundation for progress,’
he said,

The ILO director urged
the government, employ-
ers, trade unions and de-
velopment partners for
continued cooperation.

‘The most powerful tool
we have is shared vision.
That is how we build a fu-
ture where every worker
and -every employer feels
secure, supported and
heard,” Pouliainen con-
cluded.
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THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS  Saturday - May 24, 2025

Daily wage for labourers in
govt jobs rises by Tk 225

- The wage for temporary daily workers at
government offices is set torise byup to
Tk 225 from the next fiscal year, reports
bdnews24.com.

From Jul 1, aday labourer will receive a
maximum wage of Tk 800 per day for

Here too, the wage is increasing by Tk
150'to Tk 200.

The circular also mentioned some
conditions. These include compliance
with the " Daily Temporary Worker
Employment Policy, 2025" in terms of

New daily wage rate
will not apply to

workers hiredona
monthly basis

doing government work, up from Tk employment of workers, payment of
575-Tk 600 per day currently. wages and ensuring a suitable working
The Regulation Wing of the Ministry of regular skilled worker employed by the environment, along with other

Finance Issued a circularin thisregardon  city authorities stands at Tk 600, while instructions.  An appropriate authority
Thursday. the wage of an irregular unskilled worker ~ must approve the number of workers
The circular says that the government was Tk575. and the expenditure {(needed for daily-
revised the wage rate of temporary << The daily wage of a workerindivisional ~ based workers) must be met from the
workers employed on a daily basis for towns and other city corporation areaswill  budget allocation in favour of the

urgent work in different ministries,
divisions, agencies, offices, state-owned

be Tk 750, up from Tk 550 to Tk 600. The
wage has beenincreased by Tk 150 to Tk

concerned ministry, division,
directorate, office, and other

institutions and autonomous

institutions as per the "Daily~Based
Temporary Workers Employment Palicy,

2025",

<< The wage of aworker in the Dhaka
and Chattogram citnd:pnratlm areas

wilb-nsou Curm tly.

200 per day.

<< The government fixed the wage of a
regular skilled and irregular unskilled
worker in the districts and Upazila areas
at Tk 700. Until now, the wage of a
reguiar skilled wnrkerwas Tk 550, and

organisation,

Monthly workers cannot be hired at the
daily wage rate mentioned above. In
case of any irregularities, the authority
paying the bill will be responsible, and
all financial rules and regulations must
be followed properly in this regard.
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198 RMG factories at risk

Saddam Hossain

THE payment of wages and
festival allowances for the
workers in 198 readymade
garment factories remains un-
certain ahead of Eid-ul-Azha,
expected to be observed in the
first week of June,

However, the sector's
manufacturers said they

" were intensively monitor-

ing the risky factories and
would take adequate meas-
ures if necessary, according
to the Industrial Police,

According to the Industri-
al Police data, there are 198
risky factories, 69 of which
are members of the Bang-
ladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Asso-
ciation and 22 of which are
members of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association.

Moareover, 12 risky facto-
ries are from various EPZs
under the Bangladesh Export
Processing Zone Authority,
and 71 factory units are nol
affiliated with any of the men-

' - i—tioned authorities or bodies,

Talking to New Age, Md

‘Saiful Haque, superinten-

dent of police (intelligence)
of the Industrial Police, said
they had completed a prima-
ry list of the risky faclories
ahead of Eid.

‘However, the number
of the factories may vary in
the final list. So far, about
198 factories are at risk of
nol paying wages and bo-
nuses in time to their work-
ers at major eight industrial
hubs and export processing
zones, he added.

He also said that their
intelligent wing is working
with their son so that they
can pay the wages and con-
stantly surveil the risky fac-
tories along with others.

According to a source
from the BGMEA, as of Sat-
urday, only two of the 2,092
active factories acrogs the
country under the BGMEA
were closed.

The data also showed that
as of Saturday, 38 BGMEA
factaries had yet to pay their
April wages, and two still had
not paid March wages.

Moreover, 266 = factaries

tival allowances for the up-
coming Eid al-Azha,

Talking to New Age, Mo-
hammad Hatem, president
of the BKMEA, said that
businesses were under pres-
sure due to the banks: com-
plete non-cooperation.

‘Banks are not assisting
us as we cannot open LC
and they don’t pay us money
for the wages which acceler-
ated the crises in some fac-
tory units,” he added.

Moreover, due to the dis-
ruption in export activities
and the interruption in gas
and electricity supply, the
factories are having difficul-
ties running their normal
activities.

He also said that the
BKMEA had 20-22 risky
members and was working
on closely monitoring these
factories.

‘We have scheduled a
meeting on Sunday (May
25) with some risky RMG
factories. We will hear their
problems and will take nec-
essary steps as per the dis-
cussion,” he added.

have already paid thEiK fes- __Amirul Haque Amin, pres-

ident of the National Garment

Workers  Federation, told
New Age that the concerned
authorities musl lake action

‘We are also monitoring
the risky [actories with our
limited resources and tech-
nology. The number might
be more than 200,” he added.

He also said that, as long
as there is still time, they
hope the number will be
lowered.

“We urge the labour min-
istry, BGMEA, BKMEA, In-
dustrial Police, Bangladesh
Army and other concerned
agencies to take immediate
actions so that those facto-
ries can get out of the risky
slatus,” he added.

He added that the con-
cerned trade bodies and
law enforcement agencies
should stricily monitor the
sitnation sorthat the workers
lowances before Exd.

He also wamned that if the
workers are not paid, they
will report to the connecsed

|
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buyers about the factory—— —

units.




LEATHER INDUSTRY UNDER STRAIN

EXPORT AND PRICE TRENDS

¥ AL

KEY CHALLENGES

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

NOMAN MAHMUD

As Eid approaches, Bangladesh's
leather industry finds itself in dis-
tress — hit hard by falling export
prices, rising production costs, and
growing pressure from the US-China
trade war, which is prompting Chi-
nese buyers to shift tariff burdens
onto local exporters.

Industry insiders say Chinese im-
porters are demanding 10-15% price
cuts, citing increased costs due to
global trade tensions. But with Eid
requiring immediate liquidity for
rawhide procurement, tanneries are
struggling to cope.

Currently, 100 to 120 containers of
processed leather are stuck in local
factories, awaifing shipment clearance
amid delays in buyer confirmation.

. “About 25% to 30% of last year's
" hides remain unsold,” said Md
Sakhawat Ullah, senior vice presi-

» Worker wages up

* Exports down 8.24% in
first 10 months of FY25

¥ Prices dropped 10-15%:;
production costs searing

Tk13,500 - Tk18,500;
bank rates 9% - 14-16%

dent of the Bangladesh Tan-
ners Association (BTA) and
owner of Salma Tannery, “We
need urgent cash to buy hides this
Eid. but Chinese buyers are asking
for discounts we can't afford. Mar-
gins are already razor-thin,”

He noted the industry’s overreli-
ance on China due to the absence
of Leather Working Group (LWG)
certification, which limits access to
global markets.

“This dependency has given Chinese
buyers the upper hand. With renewed
tarift pressure, leather prices have
dropped 10-15% year-on-year, while our
production costs continue to climb.”

Among the rising costs squeez-
ing the leather industry, minimum
wages for workers have increased
from Tki3,500 to Tk18,500, while the
price of salt — crucial for preserving
hides - has surged by Tk3o0 per 74-
kg sack, reaching Tk1,000.

According to insiders, the indus-
try requires around 1 lakh tonnes of

salt during Eid. At the same time,
bank interest rates have climbed
steeply, Jumping from g% to as high
as 16%.

Sarwar Hossain, head of the Salt
Cell at Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIQ), dis-
puted the claim of a sharp price hike,
“Compared to last year, salt prices
are actually lower,” he said. “Field-
level salt in Cox's Bazar is Tkayo per
maund this year, down from Tk3oo
last year, At the mill level, it's Tkiz
per kg - down from Tki8.”

Exports in decline

According to the Export Promo-
tion Bureau (EPB), leather exports
dropped by B8.24% year-on-year in
the first ten months (July-April) of
FY2s, fram $u7.27 million to $107.61
million.

TR T ———

~ Eid brings no relief as leather export
slump, tariff pressures hit tanners hard

SALT PRICE
CONTROVERSY

B BSCIC: Salt prices
lower than last year

\B)

» Industry
claims
price
hike

Sources: BTA, BSCIC, EPB

Data from a tannery at the
BSCIC Tannery Industrial Estate
paints a starker picture. The factory
exported 76.59 lakh square feet of
leather in the same period last fiscal
year, earning Tké3.6 crore. This year,
exports fell to 54.13 lakh square feet,
with earnings down to Tk39.37 crore,
The average price per square foot
dropped from Tk83.08 to Tky2.74 - a
12.44% decline,

“Leather prices in the Chinese mar-
ket have dropped by at least 159 this
year compared (o last year. Before re-
locating from Hazaribagh to Hemayet-
pur in Savar, we used to sell leather at
$1.40 per square foot,” said Imam Hos-
sain, executive member of BTA and
managing director of ABS Tannery,

“Now, we're having to sell it in
the Chinese market for just $o.45.
Even last year, we sold this leather
at $0.75."

He added, “Around 8 lakh square
feet of leather are ready to ship, but

EID PREPARATIONS

« CETP upgrades and
overhauls ongoing

crificial
Dhaka

- Plan to store
hides outsid

" Ration factory work
during Eid

H CETP condition

improving Go

buyers aren’t confirming orders.|
About 30% of last year's hides are
still unsold. Add to that the Tk3oo
increase per salt sack, 20% of hides
affected by lumpy skin disease, and |
a cash crunch - it's a nightmare,”

Imam Hossain called for immedi-
ate government action. “The only so-
lution is LWG certification. The gov- |
ernment must invest in solving CETP
and waste management issues, or the |
sector will face even darker days."

Ashiqur Rahman, vice chair-
man of BTA and owner of Tazin
Leather Corporation, wamed that |
any increase in rawhide prices this |
Eid would further strain the sector. |
“Around 90% of the leather used in |
the local footwear market is import-
ed under bonded facilities, so our
market share is limited.”

CETP upgradation
Despite repeated industry calls, there
is still no clear roadmap for upgrad-
ing the Central
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THE export eanings of the
country witnessed a positive
growth of 9.83 per cent to
$40.20 hillion in July-April
of financial year 2024-25, ac-
cording to the Export Promo-

tion Bureau.

In the same period of the
past fiscal (FY2023-24), the
earnings were $36.6 billion.

The stale agency provided
this data, reflecting real-time
shipment updates as per Asy-
cuda World and the National
Board of Revenue.

The single month export
earnings of April also expe-

-rienced a narrow growth of

0.86 per cent to $3.01 billion,

which was $2.99 billion in
April of 2024.

However, the country's
single month'’s export earning
in April was lowest of the 10
months of the current finan-
cial year.

Exporters said that as they
ship their final summer con-

in February and
March, thﬂm is always slug-
gishness in April and May, and
frequently exports see nega-
tive growth in these months.

Accordingly, the April
exports witnessed negative
growth in FY24 and FY23,

. The counfry's readymade
garment seclor also experi-
enced anarrow positive growth
of 0.44 per cent to $2.93 billion
in April compared with that of
$2.83 billion in April 2024.

Tn the first ten months of
FY25, export earnings from
almost all major sectors
maintained positive growth
except jute and jute goods.

In the mentioned period,
the RMG sector witnessed a
10 per cent positive growth
and bagged $32.64 billion,
compared with that of $29.67
billion in the July-April pe-
riod of FY24,

Among the RMG prod-
ucts, knitwear samed $17.45
billion, 10.74 per-cent higher
than $15.76 billion in the cor-

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025,:

Expo s see Y. 83pc growth
in ]uly-Apnl

responding period of FY24,
and woven earned $15.18
billion, 9.167 per cent higher
than $13.90 billion in FY24.
Home lextiles also posted a
positive growth of 4.25 per cent
to $740.49 million in the July-
April period of FY25, up from
$710.31 million in the same pe-
riod of the past financial year.
The EPB data also stated
that in the July-April period
of FY25, the agricultural sec-
tor earned $858.95 million, a
4,95 per cent increase from
$824.4 million in FY24.
Export earnings from leath-
er and leather goods increased
hy 10.08 per cent to $832.53
million, which was $847.13
million in the same period of
the previous financial year.
Engineering products’
exports grew 12.45 per cent
fo $447.38 million, up from
$397.84 million in July-April
of FY24.
However, export earnings
from jute and jute goods ex-
penenoed _nepative growth

7, ¥o (3 303¢,

A file photo shows a worker sewing clothes at a garment factory

on the outskirts of Dhaka.

of 6.89 per cent to $684.51
million in July-April of FY25,
which was $735.14 million
in July- A]ml of FY24.

— New Age photo

may witness a negative growth
in the coming months. The all-
major suppliers will face the
same problems,’ he added.

He said that the govern-
ment should work on new
US tariff through negotiations
and diplomatic channels.

He also urged the govern-
ment to provide sufficient
policy supports, uninterrupt-

ish- ed gas and electricity to navi-

gate the emerged challenges.
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Economists in Bangladesh noted with great
happiness that Bangladesh's inward remittance
had crossed for the first time in its history the US
Dollar 3 billion mark in March this year.

| Bangladesh Bank data indicated that Bangladesh
citizens working abroad had sent remittances
equivalent to US Dollar 3.29 billion in March--a
jump of nearly 65 per cent from US Dollar 1.99
billion that had come the same month a year
earlierin 2024. The inflow of remittances during
the July 2024-April 2025 period had grown to US
Dollar 24.39 billion.

Such wonderful news has raised questions on
various issues related to several dimensions
pertaining not only to safe recruitment paradigm
but also with regard to working conditions for
migrant workers. Some socio-economic analysts
have pointed out that it is unfortunate that we
celebrate the remittance earnings of our migrant
workers but our actions fall drastically short
when it comes to ensuring their safety, dignity,
and well-being bath at home and abroad. In
particular, the steady stream of coffins returning
home-with migrants' lives cut short by health
issues, workplace accidents, etc-is a stark
reminder of our collective failure to protect them.
We are deeply concerned by the uninaturally high~
number of deaths of our migrant workers abroad,
with the host country authorities failing to
provide accurate explanations for them.
According to the Wage Earners' Welfare Board
(WEWB), 4813 dead bodies of Bangladeshi
migrants arrived in the country from the
destination countries in 2024, mostly from the
Gulf region. The number of deaths has steadily
increased since 2021-with 3,818 in 2021, 3,904
2022, and 4,552 in 2023. Reportedly, WEWB
received 56,769 dead bodies of migrants from
1993 to 2024, which is shocking. The question is-
- what is causing the deaths of so many of our
workers? Have Bangladeshi authorities sought
answers from the destination countries where
these individuals met such dire fates?

Every year, workers leave for foreign lands,
hoping to improve their financial conditions.
Unfortunately, many face severe hardships and
return home in coffins, particularly from the Gulf
region, the primary destination for Bangladeshi
migrant workers, Often, the exact causes of their
deaths remain unexplained, with "heart attack"
commonly mentioned in their death certificates.
Additionally, our female migrant workers often
face physical; psycholegical, and sexual abuse at -
the hands'of theiremployers-and manyhavel *
reportedly died by suicide.

Over the years, our returnee migrant workers
have shared the miserable canditions they faced
in the Gulf States, Long working hours, poor
occupational health and safety practices, and
exposure to cumulative health risks such as heat,
air pollution, psychosacial stress, hypertension,

in

- and chronic kidney disease have been common.

The question is-- have the Bangladeshi
authorities made any effort to improve the living
and working conditions of our workers?
Additionally, our workers are under constant
pressure to send money home ta recoup the
migration cost, leaving them with no opportunity
for adequate rest, Have the authorities taken any
steps to lower migration costs?

In this context, according to the Wage Earners'
Welfare Board (WEWB), number of deaths has
been rising steadily since 2020, increasing by
more than 50 per cent, In total, over the past four
decades, at least 57,216 migrant workers' bodies
have been repatriated. Many more are buried
overseas, with families sometimes choosing not
to bring the bodies home.

It may be noted however that when a body is

repatriated, the Welfare Board provides Taka

35,000 for burial and transport costs. Besides
this, under a 2023 insurance scheme, families of
insured workers who paid a one-time Tk 1,000
premium can receive up to Taka 1 million in the
event of a work-related death.

The media has noted that the official causes of
death inmost cases are listed as strokes, brain
hemorrhages, or heart attacks-categorised as
"natural causes." However, experts have
questioned this account, pointing out that most
deceased workers were between 38 and 42 years
old and reportedly had no prior health issues.
Unfortunately, bodies are not re-autopsied upon
return to Bangladesh. A government official has

tried to explain this, rather unconvineingly, that

it is "difficult" to probe these untimely deaths
further as autopsies conducted in host countries
fall under their legal jurisdiction. Nevertheless,
the question remains as to why, after all these
years, we have failed to ensure a transparent and
credible process for investigating the deaths of
our migrant workers?

Government data indicated that most of these
deaths occur in the Guif region, where extreme
heat and exhausting work conditions-especially
at construction sites-have taken a severe toll. A
2023 study highlighted the link between
excessive heat and poor heaith outcomesamong
workers in the Gulf.

Given these realities, one can only urge our
government to push for safer and more humane
recruitment and working conditions in host
countries, Employers must be compelled to
comply with international labour standards,
ensuring not just better wages but also improved
living conditions and healthcare access.

At the same time, migration casts need to be
reduced so that workers are not forced to take up

dangerous jobs just to recover their investment.

The authorities must also enhance their efforts te

crack down on fraudulent agents involved in fake

recruitment, wage theft, and forced labour. We
must remember that migrant workers deserve
protection, dignity, and justice, Their lives,
health, and the well-being of their families must
be as high a priority as the remittances they send
home. It should also be understood that
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preventing exploitation by traffickers will and can
create economic opportunities at hame.

In the recent past, towards the end of January we
received disturbing reports of the tragic deaths of
at least 23 Bangladeshi migrants whose bodies
were washed ashore in northern Libya. Reports
indicated that a boat carrying 56 migrants bound
for Italy departed from Libya's coast on January
25. On January 28, local authorities recovered
seven bodies, and over the next three days, the
toll rose to 23. Two critically injured survivors
were rescued and hospitalised. However, some
victims remain unidentified, while officials fear
the death toll may rise as there is no information
about the remaining passengers.

According to the families of some identified
victims, the boat passengers were being
smuggled from Libya to Europe via the
Mediterranean Sea. All came from impoverished
backgrounds, each paying between Taka 14 to 16
lakhs for the perilous journey acrass the Central
Mediterranean route, with some Bangladeshi
agents allegedly organising the operation. One
recent victim, 19-year-old Titu, apparently took

this life-threatening risk after being defrauded
by an agent when applying for a work permit.
This unfortunate scenario highlights the root of
the matter.

Since 2017, Bangladeshi migrants have consistently
ranked among the top nationalities crossing the
Mediterranean Sea to Europe-aroute often taken
by those fleeing conflict or war in North African
countries and considered as one of the most
dangerous in the world. This probably underscores
the grim reality driving such migrations.

While these migrants attempt to enter Europe
illegally, each has their own reasons for taking
such a desperate venture. Some had borrowed
large sums in search of better opportunities.
Others had tried to migrate legally but were
deceived by unscrupulous agents, making them
even more desperate.

Unfortunately, such desperation on their part to

. leave Bangladesh and many other countries from

different parts of Africa highlights in more ways
than one the severe lack of stable jobs and
economic prospects in their home country.

In the meantime, the EU has decided to tighten
the asylum rule with a list of 7 nations which are
considered to be "safe"-- ina bid to making it
harder for citizens of those nations to claim
asylum in the bloc. The European Commission
has said that it was propesing to designate
Kosovo, Bangladesh, Colombia, Egypt, India,
Morocce and Tunisia as "safe countries of
origin”. The move is set to allow governmentsto
process asylum applications filed from citizens of
those countries more quickly -- by intreducing a
presumption that such applications lack merit.
Magnus Brunner, the EU's Commissioner for
migration has noted that " many member States
are facing a significant backlog of applications, so
anything we can do now to support faster asylum
decisions is essential."

One needs to refer to another view before

- concluding this article.

v
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Bulldmg manufacturmg-onented
workforce key to curbing
unemployment: Experts

EMPLOYMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Without proper use of
technology and policy reforms,
improvement in public
healthcare is unlikely, they warn

To reduce unemployment in Bangladesh, the
country must focus on developing a technology-
driven skilled workforce tailored to the manufac-
turing sector, experts said at an event yesterday.

Speaking at a conference titled “Youth Reform
Agenda: Employment, Health, and Technology™,
organised by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
they emphasised the need to move away from a
traditional education system and a mindset cen-
tred on government jobs, advocating instead for
alternative pathways and greater social recogni-
tion of technical education.

The event, held at the Bangladesh-China Friend-
ship Conference Centre in the capital, was chaired
by CPD Executive Director Fahmida Khatun.

Experts said limited demand for higher aca-
demic degrees is contributing to educated unem-
ployment, as graduates tend to be increasingly se-
lective about jobs. Hence, building a tech-driven,
_ skilled workforce in the manufacturing sector will
boost employment and support economic growth.

Syed Nasim Manzur, president of the Leather
and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (LFMEAB),

urged breaking the mindset that manufactur-
ing jobs lower social status.

Highlighting China’s success in manufactur-
ing, producing 2696 of the world’s goods, he said
Bangladesh must develop a skilled manufactur-
ing workforce for ecanamic growth,

Calling for a shift in education from certificate-
based to skill-based, he said the unemployment
rate is highest among the educated.

Manzur also said aspiring entrepreneurs
should first gain experience in large industries to
prepare for the fourth industrial revolution. “We
must produce goods that are in global demand,
and we cannot sit idly waiting for the government
to do everything,” he added.

AKM Fahim Mashroor, CEO of bdjobs, said the
rise in unemployment rate, especially among the
youth, is not just an economic issue but has be-
come a socfal and political concern. He referred to
the July protests over quotas in government jobs.

He noted that compared to the fiscal 2z010-11,
the number of graduates has tripled. Most em-
ployment occurs in manufacturing and service
sectors, but the demand for graduates in manu-
facturing is low. The country needs skilled man-
power in manufacturing.

He also pointed out that internet costs in Bang-
ladesh are higher than in other countries. Be-
sides VAT, there is an additional zo0% surcharge
on internet services. To increase internet-based
employment opportunities, this extra surcharge
should be removed.

Alif Rudaba, a member of the National Skills
Development Authority, said, “Our GDP growth
mainly comes from the industrial sector. Without
increased production there, GDP and per capila
income won't rise. The focus should be on quality
jobs in both the public and private sectors.

“We must move beyond viewing government
jobs [BCS] as the only option and give technical
education equal status with general education.
This mindset change will take time - about 20-25
years if we start now.”

Addressing as the chief guest, Labour and Em-
ployment Adviser Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hos-
sain said, “Our problem is unemployment among
educated individuals. Even after higher studies,
many Bangladeshis work low-skilled jobs abroad,
which are socially taboo at home. Around 2 crore
Bangladeshis live abroad, but few have technical
skills. It’s high time to rethink education.”

Fahmida Khatun said, “Nearly 20 lakh youths
enter the labour market yearly, but jobs are
scarce. Most seek government jobs, but only 5-6%
of demand is met there. The private sector em-
ploys more but is currently stagnant, with limited
investment and shrinking markets.”

She said, “Last Julv's
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Malaysia to prioritise Bangladeshi workers )

L

in hiring. Decision on syndicate soon

LABOUR MARKET - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Authorising a few
agencies to recruit
workers led to
irregularities

Malaysia will prioritise recruiting Bangla-
deshi workers in the coming months and
will soon inform Bangladesh whether the
hiring process will be open to all recruit-
ment agencies or restricted to a limited
group under a syndicate system, said Asif
Nazrul, adviser to the Ministry of Expatri-
ates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment.

“We requested that the recruitment
process be opened up to all Bangladeshi
recruiting agencies so that everyone has
the opportunity to send workers. They
[Malaysian authorities] have assured
us that they will give it due considera-
tion and inform us of their decision very
soon,” he said during a Facebook Live ses-
sion yesterday.

Following meetings with Malaysia's
minister of Human Resources and minis-
ter of Home Affairs, Asif Nazrul, who is
currently visiting the country, said, “We
came to know from various sources that
Malaysia may recruit between 100,000 to

t

MALAYSIALABOUR

- MARKET TO OPEN AGAIN!

| 6--Méﬁ‘3§iama? recrit i , 4 Bl
1-1.5 lakh workers in @ s } E;Inlt?dﬂa
coming months i recruitment in
o It says it will prioritise ?r‘:;’:ﬁﬁ:g:e'

~ Bangladeshi workers

150,000 foreign workers over the next few
months.

“The Malaysian minister of human re-
sources has assured us that Bangladesh
will be given the highest priority in this
recruitment, and the largest number of
waorkers will be hired from Bangladesh.”

The Malaysian government allowed
only 100 Bangladeshi recruiting agencies
to send workers under a widely criticised
syndicate system following a bilateral
memorandum of understanding (Mol)
signed with Bangladesh in late 2021.

The syndicate has been blamed for
soaring migration costs, reaching up to

Tké lakh per worker. Amid cofruption
and mismanagement allegations, Malay-
sia suspended the recruitment of workers
from Bangladesh in June last year,
Speaking about the 17,000 workers
who could not travel last year due to the
unavailability of Biman tickets, Asif Naz-
rul said, “Some progress has been made.
A list of 7,926 workers Has been finalised
for the first batch, and they will be given
the opportunity to travel very soon,”
Highlighting anothef major déevelop-
ment, he said, “Bangladeshi workers are
not issued multiple-entry visas. [ request-
ed their [Malaysia’f] inferior minister to

allow Bangladeshis to receive multiple-
entry visas like workers from other coun-
tries. Although he did not make any com-
mitment, he instructed his officials to take
prompt action on the matter.”

Asif said, “In addition, we discussed
opportunities for skilled workers such as
security guards, caregivers, and nurses.
They showed interest. | also raised the is-
sue of regularising undocumented work-
ers.”

Meanwhile, after Asif Nazrul met with | -

Malaysian Human Resources Minister YB
Steven Sim Chee Keong, the Malaysian
ministry issued a statement.

“The meeting discussed various im-
portant issues rélated to the welfare and
management of foreign workers, especial-
ly from Bangladesh working in Malaysia.

Both parties also stressed the importance |,

of strengthening strategic cooperation in
ensuring a safe, fair and respectful eco-
system for workers,” reads the statement.

YB Steven Sim also stressed Malaysia's
commitment to continue to achieve ethi-
cal employment destinations, by ensuring
foreign workers’ access to social protec-
tion, welfare and skills training,

Asif Nazrul’s visit reflects the spirit of
openness and collaboration between the
two countries in addressing shared chal-
lenges in the global labour market, as well
as supporting the agenda of sustainable
development and universal well-being,
the statement added.
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Lanurer found
dead beside
railway tracks

Staff Correspondent -
Rajshahi

RAILWAY police recovered
the body of a man near rail-
way tracks in Rajshahi city
on Wednesday marning.

The dmw
Rahman, 50, a resident of

Char Barorshia village under
Shibganj upazila in Chapa-
inawabganj.

Faisal Bin Ahsan, officer-
in-charge of Rajshahi Rail-
way Police Station, said that
Habibur along with others
had recently travelled to
Khlﬁn.a for seasonal paddy

‘While he was return-
ing home on the roof of the
Mahananda Express frain
along with other labourers
early Wednesday, he might
have fallen from the mov-
]i::l,g Lraén al around 3:00am,’

e said.

Thawpelits Follicer said
that they sent the body to
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital for a post-mortem
examination.

‘We are awaiting the au-
topsy report to confirm the
cause of death,’ he said, add-
ing that a case of unnatural
death was lodged with the
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TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025, BAISHAKH 23, 1432 BS

Two Rupganj Textile Mill fire victims die

United News of Bangladesh -
Narayanganj

TWO security guards, who
sustained burn injuries in a
textile mill fire in Rupganj
upazila of Narayanganj last
week, died at the National
Institute of Burn dnd Plastic

Surgery in Dhaka on Monday.

The deceased are Abdul
Hannan, 50, son of Md Shafik
‘of Lakshmipur and Kabir
Hossain, 45, son of Rafique of
Narayanganj. :
Shawon Bin Rahman, the
resident surgeon of the insti-
tute, said that both Hannan

and Kabir died to their injuries

-at the hospital in the marning.

Kabir suffered 53 per cent
bum injuries and died at the hos-
pital at about 9:30am at the inten-
sive care unit. Hannan, who re-
ceived 40 per cent injuries, died
at the ICU at aboul 2:40am.

On May 1, four workers
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were injured when a fire broke
out at the mill following an ex-
plosion caused by high pres-
sure of gas though the factory
was closed on the oceasion of
May day, said deputy assistant
director of Narayanganj fire
service and civil defence Ab-
dullah Al Arefin.
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the injured, Saiful

Islam, 32, has been undergo-
ing treatment at the buwm unit
with 34 per cent burn injuries.
Liakat Ali, officer-in-change of
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5 RﬂTeT road acadents

AT LEAST five people, in-
cluding a Secondary School
‘Certificate examinee, were
killed in road accidents in
Rangpur, Dhaka and Satkh-
ira on Thesday.

New Age correspondent
in Rangpur reported that
three members of a family
including a SSC examinee
were killed on IJ:le Rangpur-

Begum, 32, her two-year-old
_ son Rahmat Ali, and niece

Afsna Begum Sneha, 15, a

-.SSCmcammae

Kaunia police station
officer-in-charge Abdul Latif
Shah said that the accideni
occurred “while Ashraful,
along with his wife, son and

niece was going to the SSC
examination centre.

As they reached the
Rangpur- Kuri road at
Zummar place near Mirbagh
Bazaar, a speedy bus coming
from the opposite direction
ran over the motorbike kill-
ing the three on the spot and
left Ashraful critically in-

jured,’ he said.

A case was filed by the
victims’ family with the po-
lice station, he added.

dead on the spot and anoth-
er injured, he added.
Meanwhile, an lﬂ-year-

In Dhaka, a hattery-run old boy named Mehedi’
auto-rickshaw dnver Du- Hasan Hridoy was killed as

1 a, 40, was after
being hit by a bus at Ko-
nabari of Jatrabari at about
g:00am, said Mohammad
Rofikul Islam Bhuiyan,
sub-inspector of the Jatra-
bari police station.

Dulal was heading to-
wards Demra’s Konapara
with a passenger when the
bus coming from the oppo-
gite direction hit the rick-

a trolley hit his motorcycle
at Budhata Bazar under As- ~
sasuni upazila in Satkhira at
about 10:00am on Tuesday,
Bangladesh Sangbad San-
stha reported,

Hridoy was seriously in-
jured in the accident and
was rushed to a local hospi-
tal where he succumbed to
his injuries, said Shamsul
Arefin, officer-in-charge of

shaw driver, leaving him the Assasuni police station.

S04 |




12 killed ir 1n11§1tnmg strikes,
tree fall in 5 dists

AT LEAST 12 people, in-
cluding a child and three
farmers, were killed by light-
ning strikes and fallen trees
during nor'wester in five dis-
tricts on Sunday.

The districts are Brah-
manbaria, Kishoreganj,
Chapainawabganj, Habiganj
and Mymensingh.

The incidents of lightning
strikes took place between
3:00pm and 5:30pm on the
day.

New Age correspondent
in Brahmanbaria reported th
that five people were killed
in separate lightning strikes
at Akhaura, Sarail and Na-
sirnagar upazilas in the dis-
trict at noon,

The deceased are Abdur
Razzak 35 from village Ka-

ligachha of Sarail upazila,
Samsul Huda, 35, from vil-
lage Gukarna, Jakia Begum,
8, from village Durgapur of
Nasirnagar upazila and Se-
lim Miah, 60, from village
Ruti and Jamir Khan, 22, son
of Madan Khan from village
of Bangaj of Akbaura upa-
zila,

Akhaura police officer-in-
charge Md Somiuddin and
Nasirnagar police officer-in-
charge Khairul Alam con-
firmed the incidents.

Deceased Selim Miah's
sorl Rubel Miah said, My fa-

working in tﬁéﬁﬂ'
dy field, he died of the spot
béing struck by lightning at
around 3.00pm.’

In another incident, Jamir
Khan was in the field with
his cows when lightning sa
struck him, said locals.

In Klshomgan] three peo-
ple were killed in separate
lightning strikes at three
places.

The deceased are - Faruk
Mia, 50, son of Afsar Uddin
Mia from Rasulpur village
and Md Faisal Mia, 25, son
of Yunus Mia from Srignagar
village under Bhairab upazi-
la and Kabir Mia, 25, son of
Shafiqul Mia from Hazarina-
gar village under Kuliarchar
upazila in the district.

Bhairab police officer-in-
charge Md Helal Uddin and
Kuliarchar police officer-in-

Fuad Ruhani both
said that the incidents took
place at around 3:30pm.

In Chapainawabganj Md
Kaimul, 40, a farmer from
Bulc-n' mpur w]_]age under the

dar upazila_died on
spul in a _llc,htn.mg strlke

was killed by an unidenti- cumbed to his injuries on

while he was cutting paddy
at around 3:00pm, said sad-
ar upazila thana sub-inspec-
tor Shakil Hossain.

In Habiganj, Shaju Mia,
20, son of Tojum Ali from
Demikandi village had been
struck hy lighining at anmnd
5:30pm at Ajmiriganj upa
zila while taking a bﬂth ina
drain.

His parents rushed him to
a nearhy hospital while the
doctor on duty declared him
dead.

United News of Bang-
ladesh reported that two
people have died after trees
fell on them following a
nor'wester in Barera and
Marakuri areas under Gha-
gra union in Mymensingh at
around 4:00pm.

The incidents were con-
firmed by the Kotwali model

5 Killed in road acc1dents

BBSrepnﬂedthatapermn

police station officer-in-
charge Md Shafiqul Islam
Khan.

The deceased are - Sajib,
20, son of Abdul Majid of
Barera area and Suruj Mia,
55, son of late Afsar Ali of
Marakuri area.

Locals said that when
the storm started Sajib took
shelter under a tree and sud-
denly the tree fell on him,
leaving him dead on the
spot,

At the same time at Mara-
kuri, Suruj was standing
next to his house when a
branch fell on his head, leav-
ing him seripusly injured.

Locals took him to My-
mensingh Medical College
Hospital, where the doctor
on duty declared him dead.

Shafiqul said that legal

action was under way,

'l

* AT LEAST five peaple were
killed in road accidents in

Chattogram, Gazipur and

Bagerhat districts on Sun-
day.

Bangladesh Sangbad
. Sangstha reparted that two
people were killed in separate
road accidents in Sitakunda
upazila of Chattogram.
Hasan, 45, a night guard in
‘the Purbo Syedpur area un-
der Syedpur union, and Md
Saikat, 26, a truck driver's as-
sistant from The same u

Thepohce‘seidttmtﬁasan

fied Dhaka-bound vehicle at
around 6:30am while return-
ing after dumping garbage in
a canal beside the highway at
Banur Bazar.

Meanwhile, at around
10:30pm on Saturday, a Dha-
ka-bound covered van was
hit by a truck near Sitakunda
Upazila Health Complex. As

‘a result, its helper, Saikat, fell

from the vehicle and was run
over by its wheels.

He was first taken to the
upazila health complex,
from where he was referred

to Chattogram Medical Col-
lege Hospital, whemhesun—

Sunday morning.

New Age Carrespond-
ent in Gazipur reported that
a 60-year-old woman was
killed and her son injured
after a covered van hil their
motercycle in Dhirashram
area in Gazipur.

The deceased is Rahima
Aktar, a resident of the Ada-
bar area.

Gazipur Metropolitan Po-
lice's Sadar Thana OC said
that the body was senl lo
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad
Medical College Hospital for a
post-mortemn éxamination and
a legal action was under way.

was killed in a road accident
in the Attakir Megnishtola
area of Fakirhat upazila of

The deceased, Md Munna
Fakir, 20, was a resident of the
Pagla Ultarpara area of the
upazila.

Munna lost control of his
motorbike and hit a roadside

pillar in the area, leaving him

critically injured, said Mol-
lahat Highway Thana OC
Sheikh Nuruzzaman,

Later, he was faken to
the upazila health complex,
where the docter on duty de-

clared him dead.
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arment worker among

AT LEAST four people, nclud-
ing a garment worker, were
killed and three others injured
in road accidents in Gazipur,
daripur on Wednesday.
Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha reported that a
female garment worker was
killed after being hit by a

bari area in Gazipur,

The deceased is Ruby
" Akhter, 24, wife of Ziarul,
hailing from Sonakhali area
under Trishal upazila in

Mymensingh. :

+ Konabari police station
sub-inspector Kamrul Hasan
said that the viclim died on
the spot after being hit by the

speeding bus in the Kona- Rangpur-

bus while she was standing
beside the road in the Baim-
ail area on the eastern side of
the Konabari fiyover on the
Dhaka-Tangail highway.

The BSS reported that a
motorcyclist was killed and
two of his ions were
injured when a fish-laden
pickup van ecollided with &
motorcycle at the Shothibari
Filling Station point on the
Dhaka  Highway
under Mithapukur upazila
of Rangpur.

The deceased is Redwan
Mia Sihab, 16, son of Majnu
Mia of faladipur village in
Chengmari union of Mith-
apukur upazila in the district.

Meanwhile, two injured
people have been rescued
in critical condition and

ST S (3 2030
3 78T 80%

St

sent to the hospital. The in-
jured are electricians.

Barodorga highway po-
lice officer-in-charge Md
Moniruzzaman said that a
case was filed in this regard
with the Mithapukur police
station. -

In another incident, the
BSS reported that a motorcy-
clist was killed and another
injured as a pickup van hit
their bike on the Ulya-Kola
road in Kaliganj upazila of
Jhenaidah.

The deceased is Fazlu
Khan, 60, of Natopara village
of the upazila, said Kaliganj
police OC Shahidul Tslam.

The BSS reported that a
Saudi expairiate was killed
when a truck hit a bus near
Mollar Bazar along the

Dhaka-Bhanga Expressway

4 killed in road accidents

at Shibchar upazila of Ma-
daripur. ;

The deceased is Bablur
Rahman, 50, a resident of
Mukuridapur area under
Jhikargachha wupazila in
Jashore district.

Shibchar highway police
SI Tamal said that a bus of
Saint Martin Paribahan, trav-
elling from Jashore to Dhaka,
was parked on the roadside
at around 4:00am due to an
air-conditioning  malfune-
tion when a Dhaka-bound
speeding truck rammed into
the parked bus from behind.

SI Tamal added that the
deceased was on his way
to Dhaka to catch a flight to
Saudi Arabia and the police
seized both vehicles,
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Staff Correspondent

THE country -along with the
rest of the waorld observed May
Day, also known as Interna-
tional Workers” Day, on Thurs-
daywithdm:dsﬁxansm-
rights, including
right to workplace safety and
right to forming and joining
trade unions.

This year the theme of the
day in the country was ‘Sra-
mik-Malik Eak Haye Garbo E
Desh Nutan Kore' (Being unit-
ed, workers and owners will
build the country anew).

To observe the day, vari-
ous labour bodies held rallies,
brought out processions and
arganised discussions to press
home their demands, includ-
ing the pational minimum
wage of Tk 30,000 and work-

~ a public
hh}’[h}’mﬂrksﬂmlﬁ&ﬁ

uprising of workers at Hay Mar-
ket in Chicago in the United

States for their rights, including
ane:ghthownuhngday
Several workers were killed
in police firing in the incident,
for which the day was initially
maﬁcadasahhckday

h Nationalist Par-
ty's labour front Jativatabadi
Sramik Dal held a workers'
rally in front of its Naya Pal-
tan central office in the capital
Dhaka at 2:00pm.

The Jativa Party held a rally
in front of ifs central office at
Kakrail at 3:00pm.

The Communist Party of

held a rally in
front of its central office al Pu-
rana Paltan at 9:00am.

Different trade union work-
brought oul processions in

front of the National Press-

Club to press home their de-
mands for establishing rights
of the warkers.

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad, a combine of 16 la-
bour rights bedies  held a ral-

- ly in front of the National Press

Club at 11:00am demanding a
national minimum wage of Tk

- 30,000 per month.
The Bangladesh Trade Un- porters

ion Centre held a rally in frant
of Meharba Plaza in the city at
10:00am.

The Imarat Nirman Sramik
Union held a rally in front of
its central office on Topkhana

held separate rallies in front
of the National Press Club at
11:00am.

Bangladesh Trade Union
Sangha, Bangladesh Naujan

Workplace safety, Tk 30,000

minimum wage demanded
May Day observed

Sramik Federation, Bangladesh
Hotel Restaurant Sweetmeat
Workers Federation, Bangla-
desh OSK Garments and Tex-
tile Workers Federation and
Bangladesh Sawmill Workers
Federation, held a joint rally at

Bangladesh Garment Sra-
mik Samhali held a rally at

Ashulia at 4:00am presided ———

over by its president Tasli-
ma Akhter.

OR
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= MONDAY, MAY 5, 2025,

Tea garden workers block road
for arrears, allowances

Zaman Monir - Sylhet

WORKERS of three tea gar-
dens in Sylhet on Sunday
blocked the Sylhet Airport
road demanding their wage
arrears and allowances.

About 2,600 workers of
Burjan, Kalagul, Chharagang
tea gardens under Burjan Tea
Company started to gather in
the Malnichara area in the
city since morning, leaders
of the tea workers' organisa-
tions said.

They blocked the Sylhet
Airport road there at around
noon to force the authorities
o meel their demands that
also included taking steps to

run the tea gardens under the
government  management
after the cancellation of the
agreement signed with the
private-run company, they
said.

Huge traffic congestion
was created at both ends of
the road as hundreds of vehi-
cles were stranded following
the road blockade.

The agitating tea garden
workers alleged that they
were passing their days with
a serious hardship since their
wages and food allowances
remained suspended for
more than 20 weeks,

‘We can'l afford to provide
our children with meals reg-

ularly,’ Saru Munda, a work-
er of the Kalagul Tea Garden,
said.

A female worker, Champa
Bauri of Burjan Tea Garden,
told New Age that they had
been staging demonstrations
demanding payment of their
wage arrears and food allow-
ances as well as to regularise
their weekly wages for more
than three months,

‘Despite making repeated
promises of meeting our de-
mands, the tea garden own-
ers did nol pay us our wages
of a single week forcing us
to take to the streets,’ she
claimed.

At the protest, the work-

ers placed their 11-point de-
mand, including recognition
of the tea garden workers’
ownership on the land they
have been living generation
after generation, the agitating
tea workers said,

Then a team of the Sylhet
Biman Bandar police and
a patrol team of the army
reached the spot at around
2:00pm and tried to persuade
the workers to withdraw
their blockade.

Later, the tea workers
withdrew their blockade at
around 3:00pm after the local
administration assured them
of meeting their demands.

Raju Goala, president of

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025,

Sylhet tea ‘garden workers
to resume work tomorrow

Sylhet Valley unit of Bangla-
desh Tea Worker Union, told
New Age that a 10-member
team of the tea garden wark-

ers had met with the Sadar

upazila nirbahi officer in the
afternoon and submitted a
memorandum with their de-
mands.

‘We have withdrawn our
blockade after the TUNO has
assured us of meeting our de-
mands,’ he said.

Contacted, UNO Khush-
nur Rubaiyat said that steps
would be taken to pay the
wage arrears and allowanc-
es of the workers through
discussion with the garden
OWners,

Staff Correspondent - Sylhet

WORKERﬁufthmetaagu—_
dens and a factory under
Burjan Tea Estate in Sylhet

‘on Wednesday agreed to
join work on Friday after

‘assurances from
the authorities that their
wage arrears and allow-
ances would be paid.

~ Sylhet deputy com-
missioner Mohammed
Sher Mahmud Murad told
journalists that before re-
suming work, the workers
would be paid one week’s

rauei

wage and food a!]ownnoe-

day morning if they weré
paid the wage arrears and
allowances.

The deputy commis-
sioner said that the de-
cisions were taken at a
meeting between the pro-
testing workers' represent-
atives and Bangladesh Tea
Board chair Major General
Sheikh Md Sarwar Hossain
held at the office of the dis-

‘trict administration in the

morning.

'B?l?gladash Tea Board
chairman came in Syl-
het only to resolve the tea
workers' issues,’ he added.

ing effective steps to meet
the demands.

She said that a decision
to pay the garden workers’
one week' due wage for the
time being was taken at the
meeting.

‘At present, the tea com-
panies and Bangladesh Tea
Board will pay Tk 10 lakh,’
the UNO said, adding that
remaining wage arrears
and food allowances would
also be paid gradually.

Emerging from the
meeting, Burjan Tea Gar-
den workers' leader Sohag
Chhatri told journalists

tea gardens and Burjan
Tea Estate Factory will join
work on Friday,” he said.

Earlier on  Sunday,
around 2,600 workers of
the three tea gardens and
a tea processing factory
of the Burjan Tea Estate
blocked Sylhet Airport
road at Malnichhara Tea
Garden area in the city to
press home their 11-point
demand including pay-
ment of their wages and al-
lowances pending for more
than 20 weeks.

Later in that afternoon,.

the protesting tea garden

out of the 20 "w Sylhet Sadar upazila Mltwaspousiblenawto_w}qarswﬂhdmwthemad
arrears on Thurs % ni:bfhi officer Khoshnur reach a solution. blockade after the local ad-
The workers’ ~leaders Rubaiyat told reporters at ‘We are expecting that ministration assured them
- also assured the authori- noon that the Toa Board all workers of Burjan, of taking sieps to meet
ties of joining work on Fri- chair assured them of tak- Kalagul, and Chharagang their demands.
ez
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Our Correspondent -
Gazipur

READYMADE

workers blocked the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway for
about three hours protest-
ing at the death of a female
worker in a road accident in
Gazipur on Tuesday.

The deceased worker
is Champa Akter, 18, who

Garment on Gacha Hariken
road on May 4 as an assis-
tant.

Champa, hailed from
Hararkandi village of the

Workers blo
as colleague killed in
road accident

garmemt -

joined Interloop BD Limited

AT 8 YT

Netrakona district, was hit
by a truck while crossing
the BRT lane on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh Highway on
her way to work at about
8:00am.

After news of her death
spread, her colleagues along
with workers froam other
bath sides of the highway
by setting tyres on fire and

protesting.
The blockade - caused

long traffic congestion on

the road.
The agitated workers also
shattered glass of several
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vehicles during the protest.

Later, several -garment
factories were - declared
closed to prevent any unto-
ward incidents.

Ali Mohammad Rashed,
officer-in-charge of the Gha-
cha police station under the

Gazipur Metropolitan Po-

lice, said that with the help
of the army and the admin-
istration the workers were
persuaded to clear the mad
at about 11:00am.

The body has been re-
covered and legal action in
this regard is under way, the
OC added.
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10 hurt- as pohce

disperse
workers

RMG
n

Gazipur

Our Correspondent -
Gazipur

AT least 10 people were
injured as police charged
batons on and fired tear
gas at readymade garment
workers for blocking the

Dhaka-Tangail highway in

the Chandra area under Ka-

liakair upazila in Gazipur
on Friday noon.

The workers blocked the
road demanding their ar-
Tears.

., The incident took place
at about 12 noon as over
a hundred workers of per-
manently closed Mahmud
Jeans Limited blocked the

“highway for about one and
a half hours creating traffic
congestion, according to

. police.

Kaliakair police officer-
in-charge Riad Mahmud,
however, said that the
workers suffered minor in-

juries and the situation was
brought under cantrol.

"We have deployed ad-
ditional pelice force in the
area to aveid any untoward
incident,’ the OC said, add-
ing that the workers' pro-
test ends and the vehicular
movement on the highway
has returned to normalcy. -

Mahmud Jeans Limited
was permanently closed on
October 10, 2024 and about
2,000 workers had dues
that would be resolved

the government,
according to the company
officials.

Mahmud Jeans Limited
administrative =~ manager
Abu Taleb said that the is-
sue of workers' dues would
be resolved by the Minis-
try of Labour and Employ-
ment.

‘The factory authority
has nothing to do with it
he added.
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Labour rights

still far

Cry.

Progress hardly made in labour
reform in 8 months of interim govt

Saddam Hossain

THE labour
seclor needs
comprehen-
sive reforms
JR 0] LS
worker righls
and welfare,
The iulerim
governmenl
has, however, received rec-
ommendations from the la-
bour reforms commission.

Labour leaders and rights
activists said (hal a unified
democratic labour law, an
appropriate increase in sec-
lor-based minimum wages,
and the implementation of
essential rights for workers
were peeded for Lthe work-
ers’ welfare.

“They stressed the need for
bringing the informal sector,
which employs around 85
per cent of the workforce,
under regulations.

Legal refors, according
to lhem, are also necessary
lo ensure workers' righls to
form trade unions and have
organisational freedom.,

They also urged lo focus
on setting minimum wages
for both formal and informal
secior workers and reducing
workplace accidenls. The
country has minimum wages
for 42 foemal sector workers.

They, however, said that,
after the fall of the Awami
League regime amid a mass
uprising on August 5, 2024,
the country's labour situa-
tion had improved slightly.

Besides the formation of
the Labour Reform Commis-
sion, key positive changes
in the sector include wage
increments, the readymade
garmenl faclory owners' ac-

ceplance of workers' 18 de-
mands, and workers” overall
parlicipation in advocating
for Lheir rights, they said.

The government on No-
vember 18, 2024 sel up the
Labour Reform Commission,
which submitled its report
lo chief adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus on April
21, The report included rec
ommendations to eslablish
social justice and ensure
fundamental rights for the
counlry’s labour force.

Against this backdiop,
May Day is going Lo be ob-
served today in the coun-
lry as elsewhere across the
glube.

“In the past eight months,
sume visible improvements
have occurred in Lhe labour
sector, said Labour Reform
Commission chairman Syed
Sultan Uddin Ahmed.

. 3
—Somg factories, however,
became closed during the
lime as coordinaled efforls
could ol be taken appropri-
alely after the August 5 po-
litical changeover, Sultan Ud-
din, also an executive direclor
of the Bangladesh Inslitute of
Labour Studies, said.

“Workers' healthcare s
slill neglected, and this
area requires allention. We
peed lo reach global sland-
ards here, with community-
based healthcure in labour-
intensive areas being lhe
ideal approach,’ he added.

- Moreover, the commis-
sion has called for the aboli-
tion of proportional represen-
lation of workers in forming
leade unions and urged the
governmenl to protect the
union representatives from
harassment, he said.




OOH T N A AMELSER G
P —
ess then what is nosded 0 meet basi beman Deeds. e

Amyuoe earning less thee Tk 7568 2 mmmslhy,
1 abour Reform Commieson’s recend sepaet, :
the poverty Boc by intornasonal s
mears thase workess G

g s

J m.«-*h_

can realistically affond. 1 : . 5

Bangladesh Mintmum
private sector wages. It reviews [ : .
sunm()hbn:,!heldxmﬂ_ﬂ_m(‘muma m:p*i?d
andﬁmndihnmuhaﬂhadmmmnmngushﬂwdnmyﬁn Tac m“ p ""hls 2.

of the Bangladesh Hotd, Restaurant,
Sweetmeat Federation, highlighted
= 1 that they work 12 (o 13 hours a day
but receive only a meager wage.

; *The money we earn barely allows
" us (o survive amd return work

e pext day. Yow can we puossibly
support a family on just Tk 3,000
or 40007 Covering our children’s
education and bealthcare expenses is
extremely difficull”

Demanding a fair minimum wage,
llossain insisted it be set belween
Tk 25,000 and 30,000. "With any
amount lower than that, we simply
won't be able o get by, espedcially as
the cost of essential goods continues
to rise.”

The lLabour Refurm Commission
submitted its report o Chief

_ S e & - , Adviser Prol Yunus on April 2L Kt
*Proper education for their children and access (o healthcare bave  recommended the introduction of a

become distant dreams for many workers — even though they toil bard  pagional minimum wage  one that
to keep the wheels of the economy running,” said Sultan Uddin, who  would apply (o all workers, regardiess
also serves as executive director of the Bangladesh Institute of Labour ¢ secior or job type.
Studies. “Eventually, their productivity declines, and that affects the The propusal aims o create a
industries they work in." =2 "l _ single wage floor for both formal and

The 22 sectors where the officially declared minimum wage is  jnformal sectors, for government and
below Tk 7,869 include type foundries (Tk 521), petrol pumps (Tk private jobs, foreign organisations,
792), privately owned industrial establishments (Tk 3,000), hotel and 5, even self coaployed individuals.
restaurant (Tk 3,710), iron foundries and engineering workshops (TK  The commission also propased that
4,240)), ayurvedic factories (Tk 4,350), match industry (Tk 4,560), jute b national and sectoral w. ages be
press and belling (Tk 4,850), tailoring lactories (Tk 4,850), collon  peviced every three years, taking into
ll:x‘jkﬁ ﬂ'k 5.?10}. am bakﬂ'y. lJlSLl.lil al'ld Cm]fel.'lj(]nefy (Tk 5,940] account il]nal.iﬂ" dlk] Ii\'i’"gum

(A foundry is a place where things are made by melting or shaping it
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22 sectors still pay wages below poverty line

‘The report added that sector
specific and professional minimum
wages must never be lower than the
pational minimum wage, and should
instead be equal or higher.

Economist and former
Jahangirnagar University Professor
Anu Muhammad said wages below
the poverty line is "simply irrational”.

*When sclling minimum wages,
it's crucial 1o ensure that no worker’s
income falls below the poverty line.”

He emphasised that wage decisions
should be based on what is necessary
for a worker (o support a family of

at least four and meet their basic
monthly needs.

"“The minimum wage should be at
least Tk 20,000, Prof Anu said.

He added (hat the effects of low
pay on workers are significant. *Il
impacts them personally and their
families. If their reproduction is
affected, it creates health risks. The
women who work so hard and do
nol get adeguate nulrition may have
weaker future geperations. When
workers'  productivity  decreases,
pational productivity also declines,
leading o a national loss.”

Spurces in the minimum wage
board and labour ministry said that
work is currently underway Lo revise
wages for workers in several sectors,
including  pharmaceuticals, ship
breaking, paint and chemical, bakery

and confectionery, battery, and
automobile. The board has also issued
a draft gazette for minimum wages
in (be poultry and tea packaging
serlors. .

Razekuzeaman Ratan, president
of  Samajlantrik  Sramik  Front,
nuted that stakeholders are typically
invited (o provide feedback on he
draft gazettes. However, he added,
“Some sectors still fail to implement
the wages officially declared by the
board.”

Contacted,

I.abour and

Employment Adviser Brig Gen (Retd)
Salkhawat Hussain said a commillee
has been formed (o0 review the
commission’s recommendations. “We
will take the necessary steps after the
committee reviews the [labour reform
cotminission’s] report.”
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