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_FORCED TO WORK, DENIED A FUTURE

The battle against child

labour in

" Tanjina Akter Riya
Researcher

Despite laws against it,
child labour continues to
exploit millions of children
in Bangladesh. To address
it properly, along with legal
issues, the cultural and
social dimensions must
also be taken into account

most alarming social and economic

challenges in Bangladesh, depriving
millions of children of education, healthcare
and proper upbringing. Despite government
and international efforts, such as from the In-
ternational Labour Organization (ILO), child
labour is prevalent in a range of industries, in-
cluding shipbuilding yards, garment factories
and agriculture.

The ILO has been a key player in establish-
ing global labour standards and promoting
| the elimination of child labour. Bangladesh
ratified the Worst Forms of Child Labour Con-
vention, 1999 (No. 182), for instance, creating
an unparalleled effort against child exploi-
tation and hastening the reduction of child
workers globally from 215 million to 168 mil-
lion between 2008 and 2012. In the same way,
the acknowledgment that domestic workers

need 1o be treated as workers and not like
| poorly compensated “maids” led to the ap-
. proval of the Children as Domestic Workers
| Comwention, 20n (No, 18g),

In short, child labour in Bangladesh is
more than just a legal issue; it is also a source
of income for many households, For this rea-
son. numerous children still work in danger-
ous enwironments, despite international at-
fempts to stop it. They are forced to work ina—
variety of industries, where they are vulner- -
| zhle to hidden types of power and coercion.

; I Bangladesh, the Children Act 2013 and
| @e Labour Rules 2015 both address concerns
| megasding child labour along with the weak-
messe= of national policies and action plans
&= the protection of children. Wealthy coun-

Chlld labour continues to be one of the

Bangladesh

tries that profit from child exploitation have a
political and economic stake in preserving the
status quo, which keeps entire communities
and families in abject poverty,

In addition, the legal bindings arise when
the cultural perspectives increase the issue
as well. Child labour is viewed as necessary
for family survival in several rural cultures.
Organisations take advantage of this eco-
nomic vulnerability, while parents see it as
an approach to improving household income,
Since the marginal population still believes in
thelong-term financial potential for their chil-
dren, they are unaware of the term “illegal
work" and child labour.

Therefore, influencing cultural attitudes
takes more than just legal reforms. Nonethe-
less, the majority of young people in today's

generation are exploited in low-wage indus-

pecially in lower distribution networks.

The Labour Act, 2006 of Bangladesh es-
tablishes a minimum age for employment of
14 years, enabling adolescents aged 14 to 18
to work under specific restrictions, such as re-
stricted working hours (a maximum of seven

hours per day) and non-hazardous jobs. Sec-
tions 39-42 of the Act ban dangerous labour
for persons under the age of 18, including ar-
eas such as tanneries, shipbreaking and the
dried fish business.

The Labour Rules, 2015, unify and revise
legislation governing employment and labour
relations in Bangladesh, with a focus on child
labour, They strongly ban work for children
under the age of 14. The Act distinguishes be-
tween minors (under 14) and teenagers (14-18).

International labour law has developed
as a result of a'larger social movement that
is connected to the historical development
of requirements prohibiting child labour and
forced labour. Economists saw this “libera-
tion" as establishing a base for more success-
ful commercial connections, in addition to
being a humanitarian cancern.

- Changing the core.standardised attitudes
that support child labour's continuation de-
spite nearly universal legal prevention is a
key question in the fight against it. Child la-
bour was formerly viewed as either “normal”
social behavior or as the right of the govern-
ment to use child labour in specific industries,

Institutions, including organisations and

' thors and do not necessarily reflect the opin-

their governing bodies, formal regulations
and implicit social standards have an im-
pact on how individuals act. The “rules of
the game” that are intended to govern or-
ganisations and their members’ conduct are
the normative framework of the ILO and the
laws that interpret it into state law. These of-
ficial regulations frequently coexist with less
formal, more slowly evolving societal norms.

On the other hand, there are certain legal
differences concerning the age at which chil-
dren can work because of the Children Act,
2013, which attempts to improve children’s
rights and protection in Bangladesh by defin-
ing a child as anybody under the age of 18.
The Prevention and Suppression of Human
Trafficking Act, 2012, forbids the exploitation
and forced labour of minors and specifies
consequences for those who violate the law,

If we look closer at the example from Pa-
kistan, the ILO made the Pakistan Federal
Shariat Court’s members more aware of diffi-
culties surrounding bonded labour even if it |
is connected to child labour, which resulted
in a 2005 verdict that invalidated bonded
labour as “repugnant to injunctions of the
Holy Quran and Sunnah.” The court validat-
ed its decision by citing ILO Convention No.
29 and Islamic precepts.

Comparably, the Suppression of Violence
Against Women and Children Act, 2000, pri-
oritises safeguarding children from sexual
exploitation and other types of abuse by
including measures against trafficking and
exploitation.

Government surveys that track child la-
bour concerns, such as the National Child |
Labour Survey, 2022, show that nearly 1.7
million children are still working as minors,
with 1.1 million of them in hazardous situa-
tions; where is the legal application that has
been filed in Bangladesh?

Although Bangladesh has achieved pro-
gress, millions of children continue to live in a
cruel cycle of exploitation. We cannot just rely
on international treaties and negligence-en-
forced regulations to break the cycle of violence.

It is time for immediate action from the
present and upcoming generations, as well as
the government and beyond. Always commit-
ting to policies, civic society should focus on
preventing child labour. To ensure that every
child has the right to a childhood free of work,

these changes in society are necessary.

TANJINA AKTER RIYA IS A RESEARCH FELLOW AT THE
GLOBAL INSTITUTE OF LAW, OXFORD, ENGLAND.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this article are those of the au-

ions and views of The Business Standard.
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NGOs, have long provided employment -

o thousands and supported critical

development initiatives across the

country, :
Although there is no official data

on how many people have lost or may

. lose their jobs due 1o the USAID fund
cuts, people in the sector estimate
the numbet: is. us 30,000 and
40,000. :

USAID annually provides between
$300 and $400 million to Bangladesh

! _in the arcas of health, nutrition,

DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 4, 2025
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~  USAID FUND CUT

Job losses shock
development
workers

PORIMOL PALMA :

Saiful Alam (not his real name) built his career in the development sector,
working in the finance departments of foreign funded projects in Dhaka
for aver 15 years. '

But now, at 47, he faces a harsh reality he never anticipated -- abrupt
unemployment. With no other income, he and his family may soon
be forced 1o leave the capital, where his two children are enrolled in a
reputed school.

He is losing his job as the US Agency for International Development
(USAID) has already issued a termination letter for the project he has
been working on for the last three years.

“] am currently closing the accounts and preparing final paperwork
for submission to the USAID in Washington,” Saiful told The Daily Star
yesterday. “After that, I'll give myself a month to find another job, If
nothing comes up, I'll have ne choice but (o return to my village.”

_ With more than a decade of experience in development finance, Saiful

1 don’t think I'll ind another
position in the development
sector. And why would a private

company hire me at a senior level?

Says an NGO professional who is losing his job

fears that opportunities in the shrinking sector are scarce.
My entire carcer has been in development projects, but the industry is
now imploding, ; !
*“ILdon't think I'll find another position in the development sector. And
why would a private company hire me at a senior level?” he said.
'The prospect of relocating to his village isvery real. “It will be extremely
difficult for me, my family, and my children (o adjust. 1have no idea what 1

- will do for a living or where my children will go to school. It's frustrating.”

Saiful’s plight reflects the broader crisis in the sector. With funding
drying up and livelihoods at stake, the future of many in the sector
. He is just one of tens of thousands of development professionals facing
joblessness following USAILDY's decision to cancel the majority of its nearly
100 projects in Bangladesh. These projects, implemented by around 400

agriculture, livelihood, labour rights,
prevention of human trafficking, and
democratic development.

However, immediately after the
inauguration of Donald Trump as
US president on January 20, he
ordered suspension of USAID funding
and activities funded by the agency
glohally, except for emergency
food supplies including that for the
‘Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.

All the American personnel of the
USAID office in Bangladesh too have
been sent on administrative leave. A
section of the personnel are working

to send papers to the USAID office in

Washington DC.

Some 10,000 contracts between
the USAID and NGOs were terminated
on February 25 globally, as the Trump
administration decided two eliminate
more than 90 percent of foreign aid
contracts and cut some $60 billion in
funding.

Saiful, who has been working for
an education project, said they had
thought that Trump would cancel
projects related to climate change,
gender equality and immunisation as

[ov |




Clres <jey

1

[ THEF_IE ANCLAL EXPRESS Monday - March 3,2025 8
Most non-member apparel units
ship to non-traditional markets

MONIRA MUNNI

The majority of Bangladesh's export-ariented
garment factories not affiliated with any of the
apex trade bodies in the sector ship products to
non-traditional markets mainly because of less
compliance requirements from buyers.

Industry insiders say most of these "non-member"
units sub-contract their work, a practice that
allegedly lacks oversight nationally and
internatianally, thus posing risks of various kinds,
including underpayments, safety concerns, and
abuses.

According to Mapped in Bangladesh (MiB), an open
apparel registry, some 836 export-oriented
factories are not registered with either Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) or Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA),

"But these units export over 80 per cent of their
total production, They playa significant role in the
industry yet are often averlooked, " it says.

Some 63.56 per cent or 525 nan-member units
found by MiB export their products to non-
traditional markets.

MiB - the supply chain disclosure effort of the first-
ever digital map of Bangladesh's readymade
garment (RMG) industry - recently revealed there
are a total of 3,555 export-oriented RMG factories
across the country. It came up with the number
after physical visits, as well as two years of
verification and validation of the units.

Of the 3,555 factories, some 2,720 are associated
with BGMEA and BKMEA as of December 2024,
according to the digital map.

Former BKMEA president Faziul Hoque, however,
disagreed with the number of non-member units
and argued it would not be as high as 836.

But he admitted that many factories are not
affiliated with either BGMEA or BKMEA, and they
mostly export to "non=traditional" buyers, who sell
apparels in markets like the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
some African countries.

""These buyers do not need compliance. They need
bulk goods and low prices," he told The Financial

| FROM PAGE 16 -
Cheap labour in Bangladesh,
combined with an abundant

Subcontracting playsa
significant role in maintain-
ing overall production levels

P“Immhmmﬂwmﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂbmmﬂmg i, it

© Theydo so mainly due
to less compliance
requirements from
buyers

© 836 export-oriented
factories are not
registered with either
BGMEA or BKMEA

Express,

Hoque also said the exporters supply to these
markets as they are competitive. "They may not be
competitive anymore if they have to com ply with so
many regulations and requirements."”

The authorities would have to decide whether these
markets should be kept accessible ta such exporters
as there are risk factors, he said, explaining that if
an incident happens, it would affect the overall
industry as awhole.

Hogque believes there should be a minimum of
compliance standards for such small factories so
that they can survive and do business, while other
compliance issues should also be maintained with
required support.

Meantime, Bangladesh's garment exports to the
non-traditional markets, except for the EU, the US,
the UK, and Canada, witnessed a 6.42 per cent
growth to 53,96 billion during the July-January
period of F¥25, according to Export Promation
Bureau (EPB) data,

The country earned $11.81 billion from exports to
the EU, $4.47 billion to the US, $2.55 billion to the
UK, and $750.98 million to Canada during this
period. _ .
Exports to the nan-traditional markets, including
Japan, Australia, India, Russia, Korea, China,
Mexico, Turkey, South Africa, Chile, and Brazil,
increased significantly to $6.09 billion in Fy24,

Most non-member apparel unit:

middlemen, or unregistered
production units," it said.
Most of the time, these units
do not produce the whole F

regulatory framework, has », * bigger factoriestoefficiently ' ‘finished garments. Instead,
led to a supply chain largely handlesudden andincreased  large formal factories
driven by the demand forlow  orders during peak seasons, outsource specific tasks that
prices and fast production added the report. typically involve either large-
times from international RMG factories work directly scale processes requiring
corporations, it said. with brands or as « special equipment, such as
This dynamic has encouraged  subcontractors for other dyeing, or manual tasks, such
| the widespread practice of units or a combination of as sewing labels, embroidery,
indirect sourcing, which both, the study said. or attaching buttons, the
me2ns many workers are "When large formal factories  study noted.
employed in factories that face overwhelmingly largeor  "These indirect
indirectly supply to foreign simultaneous orders, they (subcontracted) factories
Brands, often through larger  subcontract part or all the face minimal oversight and

factories or agents, it further
sand

production to relatively low-
cost small-scale factories,

often operate under very
tight margins. The lack of

__thestudy.

_|

whichwas $3.90 billion in the fiscal year 2014-15.
Garment exports were only $1.87 billion to the non-
traditional markets in the fiscal year 2010-11,

When asked, former BGMEA president Faruque
Hassan said the non-member units should be
brought under some regulations and also made
members of either BGMEA or BKMEA or Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA).

Even if they are small, they have to be brought
under a minimum of regulations so that they could
be provided with various forms of support, he said.
"That would help them receive different types of
government support, such as incentives and better
prices from buyers."

"If they are not regulated, none can support them |
in case of an anomaly. They would suffer the most ,
as RMG is always under the spotlight,” he noted. !
Hassan also said if there is no regulation, it is also
difficult to address allegations of non-compliance,
child labour, non-payment of wages, and violations
of ather lawful benefits,

The apparel leader, however, claimed there is no

child labour in the export-oriented factories,

mostly the registered ones.

Arecent study titled "Modern slavery and child

labour in Bangladesh's garment sector:

Documenting risks and informing solutions™

revealed that human rights risks, including child
labour, underpayments, safety concerns, and

abuse, were notably higher in the subcontracted
factories linked to exporters, who in turn sell to
international buyers, than the exporting factories

~_themselves,

The Rights Lab at the University of Nottingham,
one of the world's largest groups of modern slavery
researchers, and GoodWeave, a non-profit
organisation, jointly conducted the study published
last month in a side session at the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
"These risks were higher in Chattogram compared
to Dhaka as the RMG sector in Chattogram Is
characterised by a lack of oversight from both
governmental and non~-governmental
organisations (NGOs), which has led to arisein
subcontracted factories," the study said.

rights abuses," it said.
Depending on seasonal
demand, mixed-contract
factories may receive an
influx of orders, leading
them to subcontract some of
the work out, it also said,
"Often itis only the blue
relationship lines which are
visible to buyers, with
subcontracting of any kind
remaining undisclosed or
inaccessible, posing greater
risks to workers with no
access to grievance or
accountability
mechanisms," according to
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Investing in green factories

by Asif Hossain

ANGLADESH'S apparel sector
Bhas long been the backbone of

the economy, employing mil-
lions and accounting for bver B0 per
cent of the country’s total exports,
However, the global apparel market is
changing. Buyers no longer prioritise
just low-cost produclion; sustainabil-
ity has become a key factor. As inter-
national brands push for ethical and
eco-friendly sourcing, Bangladesh
must act fast. Investing in green fac-
tories is no longer optional — it is es-
sential for staying competitive in the
global market,

Bangladesh has a]mndy made sig-
nificant progress in sustainable man-
ufacturing. With over 200 LEED-cer-
tified factories, the country is leading
the world in green garment produc-
tion. These factories reduce carbon
emissions, optimise energy use, and
conserve water — aligning with the
sustainability goals of major brands.
Buyers are actively seeking suppli-
ers with environmentally responsible
practices, and Bangladesh has a great
opportunity to meet this demand.

However, not all factories have
embraced this transition. While
some have adopted green technol-
ogy, many are still operating under
traditional, resource-heavy methods.
If the entire industry does nol move
towards sustainability, Bangladesh
risks losing export orders to coun-

.

tries like Vietnam, India, and China,
where green manufacturing is rap-
idly expanding. ~

The pressure for sustainability is
coming from multiple directions. In-
ternational regulations, rising produc-
tion costs, and changing consumer
preferences all point to one conclu-
sion: green factories are the futuge.
Here’s why Bangladesh must accel-
erate its investment in sustainable
manufact

Global markets are tightening envi-
ronmental regulations. The EU Green
Deal and Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism will impose higher tariffs
on products that do not meet sustain-
ability standards. If Bangladesh does
not align with these policies, its gar-
ment exports could face trade restric-
tions, making it difficult to compete
with greener suppliers.

Although setting up a green fac-
tory requires an. initial investment,
it brings significant long-term sav-
ings. Many LEED-certified fattories in
Bangladesh have reported, according
to Bangladesh Apparel Exchange, a
30 per cent reduction in energy costs
and up to 50 per cent lower water
consumplion. With rising electricity
prices and water scarcity becoming a
growing concern, sustainability-driv-
en cost savings can improve profit
margins and overall efficiency.

Additionally, Bangladesh's repi-
tation' as a leading garment exporter
depends on ethical sourcing. Modern

consumers want transparency — they
want to know that the clothes they
buy are not harming the planet. Inter-
national brands are under pressure to
ensure their supply chains meet sus-
tainability targels, making factories
with LEED, OEKO-TEX, and GOTS
certifications more attractive part-
ners. Investing in green factories is
not just about compliance; it is about
securing long-term mlatmnshms with
global buyers.

Finally, the competitive land-
scape is shifting. Vietnam and India
are heavily investing in eco-friendly
manufacturing, while China is inte-
grating advanced green technology
into its textile industry. If Bangladesh
does not act quickly, it risks losing its
edge in the global market. Sustain-
able production is no longer just an
advantage — it is a necessity to sur-
vive.

Many [actories hesilate lo go green
due to the high cost of certification
and a lack of technical expertise. To
support this transition, the govern-
ment should infroduce tax incentives
and low-interest loans to help facto-
ries invest in sustainable technol-

ogy. Financial assistance would allow-

small and medium-sized manufactur-
ers to install solar energy systems,
wastewater recycling units, and ener-
gy-efficient machinery without strain-
ing their budgets.

Industry leaders must also col-
laborate with international sustain-

ers in their green transformation, and

ability organisations to gain technical i
knowledge and funding. Many global
brands are willing to support suppli-

Bangladesh should take full advan-
tage of these opportunities.

Factories must also rethink their
approach to production. Investing in
renewable energy, optimising water
usage, and improving waste manage-
ment will not only lower costs but
also enhance Bangladesh's reputation
as a responsible manufacturing hub.
Some factories have already proven
that sustainability leads to greater ef-
ficiency and profitability. Now, the
entire sector must follow suit.

The global apparel market is evolv-
ing, and Bangladesh cannot affard

to fall behind. Green factories are no{

longer just an option — they are the
future of the apparel sector. By malz-‘

ing the shift now, Bangladesh can
secure its position as a world leader

in sustainable apparel manufactur-,

ing, attract more buyers, and ensure
the long-term success of its garment |
industry.

The question is not whether we

should invest in green factories, but
how fast we can make it happen. The
future of Bangladesh’s garment indus-
try depends on the choices We mﬂloe
today.

Asif Hossaln, a graduate of the BGMEA |

University of Fashion and Technology, is |

a merchandiser at the Urmi Group. :
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The partnership of Bangiadesh and

and respect for universal values.
Bangladesh has a growing, dynamic |
economy. In the readymade garment
sectorit is a powerhouse, widely
recognised - at the top end of local
production facilities - for quallty as.
well asvalue,

Bangladesh, itis access tothe EU
market, the single largest market In
theworld, that has createdthe.
condltmns inwhich factory owners
have invested and built numerous .
successes, millions of citizens (and in

employed and enormous revenue has
been generated for Bangladesh,

itis asimple fact that our joint
commercial smwry is the result
of the duty~free and gt
access of Bangladesh to the EU under
the Everything But Arms (EBA)
scheme. EBA was designed to help
boost development and growth. As
Bangladesh has developed and grown,
it makes perfect sense that our trade
relationship will further evolve. in all
transparency, we are determined to
ensure a smooth andsustamahla
transition.

Qurinterestsinclude mspect Eor
international standards on human
rights, labour rights, gender equality,
environmental standards and good

notably since the Rana Plaza tragedy

recognised this in the National Action
Plan on the Labour Sector 2021~ :
2026(NAP) that was negar.lated in

" minute detail. :
Thereisan opportunity, now,
modernise Bangladesh's labaur law in
away that will set the country out as

standards, promotes social cohesion
‘and ensuresa just and equitable work

Eﬁvimnmen nrall i

impiament the National Action
Plan. Never before have we seen the
fevel of political support for improved
labour rights as we see from the |
I current interim gwemment
l mver,meummlng process (b
i ‘March this year) to amend the

Bangladesh Labour Act is
encountering obstacles,
T Theamendments we see barely take

the European Union (EU) is a strategic
choice that reflects shared interests

Asthe princapal commercial partner of

particularwomen) have been gainfully

e %mmre forthe Nt i

governance. Labour rights are central,

in2013. The EV and Bangladesh have

one that upholdsinternational labour

_wmmmmmmss E__ e 'W March___s__ 2025

B unified and fmr labaur law must be
: ,mtplemented 50 as to guarantee that
- no worker faces imprisonment for
_ collective action, all workers receive

~ equal protection and collective
bwgﬂmingrs a realuy in practice

LEeom - urge
The EU and its Member Sta tes
present in Dhaka

account of key recommendations
from the EU (synonymous with those
of the In j.ahour

345+1 meeting. The state of play
largely ignores the NAP and the
recommendations of the ILO
Committee of Expertson the
Application of Conventions and
Recommendations. .

Itis a matter of fundamental human
rights to ensure that all workers can

- freely organise, that trade unions can

be established and operate without

. discrimination, harassment, or
interference, that workerscan

negotiate their working conditions,
and that they can exercise the right to
strikewhen necessary. Thisisa
precondition for maamng'ful soclal
dialogue.

Aunified and fair labour law must be
impiemen?.nd so as to guarantee that

- noworker faces imprisonment for

collective action, all workers receive

~ equal protection and collective
~ bargaining is a reality in practice. Fines
_toprevent practices such aschild
labour must be truly punitive. Trade

union registration should be possible
for workers in all sectors, facilitated by

_Bangladeshfexportersxﬂtl'lﬂ!e! .

advantageous GSP~-plus scheme after
Bangladesh's graduation from LDC
status. Additionally, compliance of

Dlrectwe -m!l be aided by putting
adequate laws in place, Without th;s
the EU will have severe difficulties to
conclude that the NAPand the ILO -
Roadmap under Article 26 have been
fully and satisfactorily implemented.
Beyond international processesand
procedures, reputation is central to
Bangladesh's continued growth, Well=
informed European consumers are
eager to know which producers
guarantee the fundamental rigmsnf
their workers, and which do not.

The EUand its Member Statesare
offering to partner with Bangladesh
on this, Together, we have invested

_ massivelyin decent work, including

for womnen, in upgrading

~ environmental compliance adin.
- safety, retro fitting Bangladeshi

wpt"_lqslat:es. We wish to continueon”
~ that pathway. But we need all

stakeholders in Bangtadesh toact nn |
- theNAP.

Our expecta’(ions could notbe alearef.

. There is a need to modernise and

reform, and to adopt adifferent level

a fair and transparent process, which .ufamhimn that unequivecally maps

limits administrative hurdles to the

-'nacessaryandis freefromnutslde

interference, Carve-outs for specific
zones or for specific industries have no

- place ina modern Bangladesh wishing
- to trade on its reputation for

respecting human rights.

- Ameaningful reform of ths'labour Act
isneeded to maintaintrustful

cooperation under EBA, andto
facilitate access to the EU's similarly

o

out thesteps to implement the NAP.
We urge the authorities toact
decisively, trade unians to cantribute
and employers to recognise and
support the need for substanﬁal
change.

swm EUand mMzmMr States
' presentin Dhaka

Fur further contact;
anheed.FERaZE@eauj europa.eu

———
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worker rights a |

uﬁ%aﬁmﬁ#ﬁmmmq— =
Eaunmesmmaaexpmhaveheen' ;

H5E FIAAEE SATFED

COIBIE 20 P | ingreasing amid allegations of gross violations of mﬂ&er
w Frémmrafirs 42 (95 CFIEM  rights in tea gardens. Tea workers’ union leadersin

@ fifere i oo ST Moulvibazar demand that their festival allowance for
P GO 15 F AR Phagus, a ma}orma;fwu\emawommmmmunm.

- should be paid in full and in time. All tea workers are
entitled to a festival allowance of Tk 3,713 for Phagua in
Keeping with the Iatast minimum wage board mrd.Som'
tea estates, however, try to replace the festival allowance
‘with an attendance-based incentive, which is a violation
of the agreement signed between the tea mmma .
gwarnment In recent times, other similar attempts to delay
or withhold festival allowance have been repumd. In March

2024, workers of the Kuchai tea estate in Mo

tp the streets nrotestmgat an arhﬁb'am eC
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standards: US agenc

(GSP) due to inadequate progress in |

S'[ARBI_EINESSREFORT

The Umled Slales h.ls urged
Bangladesh to align its domestic
labour laws with international
standards, according to the
2025 Trade Policy Agenda and
2024 Annual Report published
3 1{8;&1:!;) th':ahg ]?eﬁlce of the

i tates e Representative
(USTR).

The report highlights trade
agreements, labour rights, and
various bilateral and regional
engagements.

While Bangladesh has made
progress in worker safety over the
past decade, the US continues o
push for legal reforms to ensure
compliance with global labour
standards

Dm'mg the April 21, 2024,

intersessional meeting of the US- -

Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Cooperation Forum Agreement

(Ticfa) Council in Dhaka, the US -

WEDNESDAY 5,2025
FALGUN 20, 11 o8
The Bafly Star

Align labour law with global

presented a Labour Action Plan
outlining steps for Bangladesh
to address concerns over worker
rights, including violence and
harassment, unfair labour
practices, freedom of association,
and collective bargaining.

The US has also emphasised
amending the Bangladesh Labour
Act in line with international
standards and establishing a fair
and transparent minimum wage
process for garment workers.

At the Ticfa meeting, the two
sides also discussed a range of
bilateral trade issues, including
agncultural trade, services,
investment, digital trade policies,
and = intellectual property
protection and enforcement.

Following the Rana
garment factory collapse in
2013, the US determined that
Bangtadesh had not met the
eligibility requirements of  the
Generalized System of Preferences

Plaza

ensuring worker rights and safety.

AsaresulLBangladeshsGSPtradc md;etmuteanda AL
E’dbm‘ Prevention m@,a*us law

benefits were su i e

In 2024, US
Dhakaandmérv,&p}
representatives, ' r,
NGOs, and apparel )

to discuss Jabour reforms in Lhem

country’s readymade garment
(RMG) sector,

Throughout 2024, USTR also
engaged with US apparel brands
and trade associations to advocate
for a fair minimum wage review
process for Bangladeshi garment
workers and to promote their

-

o

S,

s
#‘ thluwe&laborlnﬂhmas

US engaged
appare! brands,
retailers, and trade associations
wnd enhance worker safety
and promote labour rights in
Bangladesh’s garment sector.

In2024, USTR also collaborated
with Frar:llng partners to advance
sustainable and circular textile

rights to freedom of association practices.

and collective bargaining, Under the US-Chile Free
~ The US has maintained Trade Agreement,

its broader commitment to post-consumer textile waste and
strengthening  labour  rights  promoting and

globally. In 2024, USTR worked
with other US government

agencies,  stakeholders, and
trading partners to enforce trade

DHAKA FRIDAY MARCH 7, 2025

ovt releases Tk 525cr to
clear Beximco workers’ dues

ST.-\R BI_'S !!\’]E'SS RH’ORT

e government pn:mdcd I'k 52546 crore Lo

Beximco Group to clear dues to its laid-off
yorkers vesterday.

Labour and Employment Secretary AHM

afiquzzaman handed over the cheque to

Beximco Group Managing Director Osman
siser Chowdhury at the labour ministry,

10 a statement from the ministry.

The funds will be used to settle payments
e workers and officials of 14 closed textile and
@Arment units.

In a change of plans, the full amount was
g e by the finance division of the finance
. Initially, the intention was to provide Tk
5 46 crore from the finance division and Tk 200
wore from the labour ministry’s central fund,

. However, the full amount was ultimately
pcated by the finance division as the central
fund consists of workers’ contributions,

The funds will be disbursed among 31,669

kers and 1,565 officials, said Brig Gen (Retd)

Sakhawat Hussain, labour and employment

FALGUN 22, 1431 BS
The Bty Star

adviser, at a press conference last week.

However, the funds will be given in the
form of a loan, which Beximco Group must
repay to the government after a certain period,
Shafiquzzaman told The Daily Star over the
phone.

He added that the loan was granted to avert
any potential labour unrest in the garment
sector centring termination and non-payment
of salaries and benefits ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

The [unds will be used to settie E

ayments for workers and

P
officials of 14 closed textile and
garment units i

The government will begin disbursing
payments on March 9, covering salaries up to
February.

The 14 closed units are Bangladesh Export
Import Company (head office), International
Knitwear and Apparels, Crescent Fashion and

Design, Esses Fashions, New Dacca Industries,
Yellow

Escorp Apparels, Bextex Garments,

Apparels, Shinepukur A Garments, Beximco
Fashions, Prefix Fashions, Crescent Accessories,
Urban Fashions, and RR Washing.

The four currently active Beximco units are
Bangladesh Export Import Company (factory),
Beximco PPE, Escorp Apparels (Yellow local
brand), and RR Washing (partially uperatmnal).
according to Beximco Group data.

A total of 13 banks, including Bangladesh Bank,
lent over Tk 40,000 crore to Beximeo Group.

It owes Tk 23,285 crore (o Janata Bank, Tk
1,424 crore to Sonali Bank, Tk 987 crore to Rupali
Bank, Tk 420 crore to Agrani Bank, Tk 333 crore
to United Commercial Bank, and Tk 315 crore to
National Bank.

It also owes Tk 938 crore to AB Bank, Tk
497 crore to Exim Bank, Tk 94 crore to Dutch-
Bangla Bank, Tk 87 crore to the Bangladesh
Infrastructure Finance Fund, Tk 78 crore to IFIC
Bank, and Tk 61 crore to Global Islami Bank.

The government plans to shut the mills and
factories before a committee decides on selling
Beximco Group’s shares and recovering the
loans.
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reportedly been finalised by the
Ministry of Labour and Employment
notwithstanding complaints from
workers, one of the two principal
stakeholders, Before presenting this
draft at the governing body meeting
of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) to be held in
Geneva from March 10-20, it has
been placed for a review by the chief
adviser. There has beenalong
demand for aligning the country's

labour law with global standards from

different associations and organisa-
tions. The Office of the United States
Trade Representative (USTR), a
staunch advocate for strengthening
labour rights globally, urged
Bangladesh to make its domestic
labour laws compatible with interna-
tional standards. Along with seeking
improvement in labour rights across
the globe, the USTR has raised this
important issue in its Trade Policy
Agenda 2025 and the Annual Report
2024 published on Tuesday last.
MNow the workers' representatives
have complained to the Tripartite
Consultative Council (TCC) that the
amendments to the Labour law were
made keeping primarily the garment
waorkersin focos. The majorityof the
0.765 million workers in the formal
and informal sectors were not taken
into account. They have alleged that
even the definition of aworker is
found wanting. Provident fund and
gratuity are reportedly not made
mandatory. Maternity leave for gar-
ment workers is for the duration of
four manths instead of six months
the government employees are enti-
tled to. About this right for women
workers In the informal sector, the
draft law is silent. Workers' concern
about job security and the liability of
factory management for any accident
onway to workplace and back home
has been ignored. In case of the most
contentious issue of trade unionism
granting freedom of association and
collective bargaining as provided by
the ILO also is not going to be com-

plied with.

With man i ntal draw-
backeinE AL ot A e
going to be pro-wdrkers at all. There
is no question of elevating it to any-
where near the international stan-
dards. Both American and European
labour laws have undergone changes
for the better in 2024, Now the
moves initiated in those two expaort
destinations of Bangladesh make it
Eru:umbeint on this country also to

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Labour laws fail to match
- global standar

“The draft nf the labour law reform has

With the denial of workers' rights Nilratan Halder g
proving endemic, the system
also fails to live up to the

cherished dream of a country
[free of discriminations
as enshrined in the ethos
of July-August uprising,

improve its labour laws. The European workers! rights and safety. So, it did

Union (EU) is going to implement the
Corporate Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive (CSDDD) next
year. Under this provision, not only
will the European companies be
required to adopt sustainable and
responsible corporate practices but
also compel businesses in
Bangladesh, as value chain partners,
to comply with similar requirements
in their operations. Tomakethe
incumbency a more inclusive global
legal binding, the updated OECD
(Organisation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development) Guidelines
for Multinational Enterprises 2024
have suggested integration of
responsible business practices across
all stages of the value chain. This
means Bangladesh also comes under
the purview of the OECD guidelines.
Thus, apart from the ethical concerns,
labour rights are goingto be a
stronger determinant phenomenon
in forging and maintaining trade and
economic relations.

The labour reform commission formed
to suggest practical recommendations
was supposed to be aware of such
developments on the international
labour front. Before this, at interses-
sional meeting of the US-Bangladesh
Trade and Investment Cooperation
Forum Agreement (Ticfa) Council in
Dhaka on April 21,2024, the US pre-

sented a Labour Action Plan. Under
this, various steps were suggested for
impravement of the whole ga mut.c-f
labour rights situation including vio-
lence and harassment and unfair
labour practices. All such international
pressures failed to make the required
improvement for the country's pro-
posed labour laws drafted now.
in this context, it is pertinent to,
remember how the Generalised
system of Preferences (GSP) facility
was suspended. Following the col-
lapse of Rana Plaza, the US made it
clear that Bangladesh had failed to
make enough progress in ensuring

not deserve the GSP facility any more.
The USTR has made a review of the
situation in 2024 along with its
engagements with US apparel brands
and trade associations tomakeita
paint that the minimum wages for
Bangladesh garment workers
received a fair review and their rights
to freedom of association and collec-
tive bargaining improved to an inter-
national standard.
Now the reluctance on the part of the
reform committee and commission to
gothe whole hogis certainly not help-
ing the matter. The garment owners
complaining labour unrest should
know that the management-labour
relations cannot improve without
allowing the workers to enjoy the ben-
efits and rights they genuinely
deserve: Had they improved the work-
ing environment in the factories to the
satisfaction of the international advo-
cacy groups such as USTR, facilities like
restoring GSP might not be a distant
dream. That would have brought about
a paradigm shift in the productivity of
Bangladesh garment factories.
However, garment workers are not all.
When the apparel sectoris unwilling
to grant the fundamental rights and
freedom to its workers, their peers in
the informal sector can hardly hope
any better. In fact, in the majority of
such informal enterprises, job securi-
ty, minimum wages and workplace
safety are more conspicuous by their
absence, It is an exploitative manu-
facturing regime that prevailsin this
country. True, things cannot be
brought in order overnight but at
least, attempts should be made per-
ceptible for starting a pragmatic
change in the situation. With the
denial of workers' rights proving
endemic, the system also fails to live
up to the cherished dream of a country
free of discriminations as enshrined in
the ethos of July-August uprising.

nilratanhalder2000@yahoo.com

Friday « March 7, 2025
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separate ministry

suﬁﬂc«-rgspondem

TI-IE manufacturers  of

country’s readymade
garmant sector demanded
a separate ministry for sus-
tainable RMG and textile
sector.

They also smd that the
RMG sector is a major source
of export eamings as a single
sector, but it has to face new

challenges from global and vestiga

local perspectives. To ad-
dress these challenges, it re-
- quires a long-term policy, for
which a separate ministry is
necessary.

They were speaking at an
Iftar event

. panel, Forum, in the capital
on Saturday.
Mahmud Hasan Khan

by the

and managing director of
Rising Group, said that the'
garment sector needs policy
support for a certain period
of time.

‘Domestic and foreign
conspiracies are always go-
ing against this sector and a
vested interest group is cre-
ating anarchy in the name
of worker's unrest at differ-
ent times, It should be in-
ted whether politics
is involved behind this," he
added.

]-{ea]sosa.ldthnlthean-

trepreneurs of this sector
shouldbe&ee&«fmm cus-

have been canceled. This
is very shameful that this
seclor has fake voters. We
want the next election to

* be transparent and accept-

able. We should remember
that the economy capnot
be sustained in Bangladesh
without this sector. And
BGMEA cannot be turned
into a party office of any
parucuiar palltical party,’
he added.

Former BGMEA President
Anisur Rahman Sinha said
that the may
have less knowledge about
business, and it is the re-
sponsibility of businesses to~
assist the government.

RMG manufacturers want

that BGMEA needs skilled
leadership to deal with the
crisis. : .
Rubana Hug, another for-
mer BGMEA president, said
that the manufacturers want
relief from many years of
garbage. A transparent vote
to restore the balance is nec-

Moreover, a factory can
become sick for reasons be-
yond its control, but there is

no exit palicy. _

‘We urge the government
to formulate a detailed exit

policy. Moreover, the manu-
facturers should increase

mg;rbargainingmthfmigl
buyers for fair prices,’ sha

- added.

Meanwhile, the BGMEA

. election for the 2025-27 ten-
. ure is scheduled for May 28,

according to the election
schedule aunounmd on Sat-
urday.
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Defer LDC graduation for 3 years

Says DCCI president

FE REPORT

President of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) Taskeen Ahmed have
urged the government to
defer Bangladesh's
graduation from least
developed country (LDC)
status for at least 2 to 3 years
considering the prevailing
global and local economic
challenges.

He said that an acute
shortage ﬁenuwln the
industrial sectar, rising
inflation and steep duty on
import, high interest rates,
procedural complexities in
abtaining bank credit and
limited access to credit for
the private sector still posea
serious challenge to the
country's economy.

He made the observations at
a Focus Group Discussionon
"Implementation of the STS
for Smooth Transition from
LDC Status" jointly organised
by Support to Sustainable
Graduation Project (SSGP),
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) and DCCl at DCCI
auditorium in the capital on
Monday.

Presenting a keynote paper
from the private sector
perspective, the DCCI
president noted that the GDP
growth in the first quarter of
the current fiscal wasonly 1.8
per cent, while the
manufacturing sector grew
by just 1.43 per cent.

Despite these challenges,
Bangladesh is set to graduate
from LDC status in 2026. A
*Smooth Transition Strategy
(STS)" has already been
formulated by the ™ '

government.

Mr Ahmed highlighted some

key elements for the

implementation of the 5TS
thich includ

implementation framework,
strong leadership and
commitment, partnership
and solidarity, policy
integration, financing the
strategy and effective
monitoring and evaluation,

i

Foran effective and
competitive STS, he
recommended developing a
roadmap to stabilise the
economy, creating a real-
time monitoring and
evaluation platform, signing
economic partnership
agreement with key partners
and aligning trade, industrial
and investment policies.

He stressed the need for skill
development in the SME
sector and ensuringlong-

Speaking as the chief guest,
ERD Secretary Md. Shahriar
Kader Siddiky laid emphasis
on capacity building at all
levels to deal with the impact
of the loss of trade benefits in
the post-LDC era. He said
that a committee will be
formed with the
representatives of trade
organisations to determine
the needs of the private
sector and find solutions.

He said despite the ongoing

diversification in the RMG
sector as well as explore
opportunities in the
pramising packaging area.
In his welcome speech, A. H.
M. Jahangir, additional
secretary and project
director, Support to
Sustainable Graduation
Project (SSGP), Economic
Relations Division, said that
the private sector will face
the most significant
challenges during the LDC

A focusgruup dls:ussmn on 'Impiementatlon ofthe STS fnr Smonth Transition frum
'LDC Status' was held at the DCCl Auditorium in the city on Monday, with DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed in the chair. ERD Secretary Md Shahriar Kader Siddiky and
Commerce Secretary Mahbubur Rahman were present as the chief guest and special
guest respectively.

term access to low-cost
credit, signing free trade
agreements to expand
exports to the Middle East
and South Asian countries,
infrastructure development
toattract FDI, and revision of
revenue and related policies.
He also called for formulating
and implementing specific
E;'leres to boost exports in

sectols with export '
potential beyond the
readymade garment sector,
such as pharmaceutical,
leather and leather praduct,
agro-processing,
semiconductor, light-
engineering and information
technology. Fora
comprehensive and
implementable STS, the role
of private sector is crucial, he
said.

economic challenges, there
have been significant
improvementsin the current
account and financial
account. He further said that
South Korea has agreed to
help Bangladesh implement
digitalization at all level of
government services,
Speaking as the special guest,
Commerce Secretary
Mahbubur Rahman said that
there was a lack of proper
planningand
implementation from the
beginning ta meet the
challenges of LDC
graduation, but more
attention should be paid fora
sustainable LDC graduation
process based on the opinion
of the private sector. He
called upon the private sector
to focus on product

graduation. Insuch a
situation, along with the
private sector support,
coordinated efforts among
stakeholders concerned are
essential for the
implementation of the 5TS,
he added.

Dr. Mostafa Abid Khan,
component manager (farmer
member.of Bangladesh Trade
and Tariff Commission),
SSGP, ERD, said that about 73
per cent of the total export
enjoys duty-free benefits,
which will no longer be
available in the post-LDC
period. Additionally, the
country will lose several
institutional benefits, he
said,

Dr. Md. Rezaul Bashar
Siddique, component
manager, SSGP, ERD said that

itis possible to achieve
microeconomic stability
through the implementation
of STS.

Rizwan Rahman, former
president of DCCI, said until
the '"Medium' category is
separated from the CMSME,
the cottage and small
entrepreneurs will never get
the full benefits of
government's policy support.
Chairman of Anwar Group of
Industries Manwar Hossain

_ said theyare lagging behind

in the infrastructure sector,
and the shortage of gas
supplyin the steel and
cement industries is
hampering the production,
whichis affecting the entire
ecanomy.

BKMEA President
Mohammad Hatem said since
2022, theyare observing a
downward trend in every
indicator of the economy,
along with mismatchin
export data. He also
highlighted that some past
policies of the government
and Bangladesh Bank were
not conducive to export
growth. Given the current
situation, he stressed that
the private sector needs more
time to prepare for LDC
graduation.

Asif Ashraf, former director
of BGMEA, stated that they
are not ready for LDC
graduation at the moment
and to get the GSP Plus
benefit, the industry has ta
focus on backward
integration.

Md. Mahbubur Rahman
Patwary, managing director
of Sonali Ash Industries
Lirnitéd, said the
government's technical and
financial support is essential
to diversify the jute sector.
DCCI Senior Vice-President
Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice-
President Md. Salem
Sulaiman, and members of
the Board of Directors and
representatives of the public
and private sectors attended
the event.

talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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TAILWIND DRIVING APPAREL TRADE

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS Wednesday « March 12, 2025 J

RMG exports to US rebound, with
over 45pc January growth

Apparel export to the United States, the single~
hﬁtmﬂtﬁfmﬂe—h-ﬂang!a&esh clothing,

Bangladesh bagged US$799.65 million last January
from t exports to the US market,
marking a 45.9-percent year-on-year growth,
according to the data released Tuesday bycTExA, an
affiliate of the US Department of Commerce.

In January 2024, RMG exports to that market
fetched US5547.95 million.

In quantity, Bangladesh shipped 261.29 million
square meters of apparel to the US market in January
2025, up 49.2 per cent from 175.11 million square
meters in January 2024, the OTEXA data show.
Industry experts, however, say Januaryisan
'unusual month' as the base of comparison 2024
January was weak which recorded a 36-percent
negative growth for various headwinds.

The reasons for the past setback includeda slugglsh
economy, triggered by the twin crises of the Covid-19
pandemicand the Russia-Ukraine war that left
retailers in the USA with excess inventory and they
discouraged Western buyers from placing new orders.
They, however, attribute the January rise to the likely
attempts by importers to clear shipments before the
Trump administration- imposed higher tariffs.
Bangladesh's export growth in January outpaced all
other major suppliers, including Indonesia that
recorded a 41.70-percent growth, India 33.64 per
cent, Vietnam 19.90 percent and China 13.12 per
centrespectively.

Despite global econemic challenges, Bangladesh
products' competitive pricing, enhanced production
capabilities, and commitment to sustainable and
ethical manufacturing practices have likely
contributed to this rabust rebound.

According to OTEXA data, Bangladesh's RMG-
export eamnings were USS 7.34 billionin 2024, $7.28
billion in 2023 while in 2022, the country's ready-
made garment exports to the US hitan all-time high
of $9.73 billion.

Amid the slow growth rate last year, Bangladesh's
apparel-export share in the US market fell to 9.26

wnhmwmaﬁmhof P

Importers trying to clear shipments
before Trump-imposed higher
M-Wspraw&apmh

per centin 2024, which was 9.7 per cent in 2022.

In 2025, the rise in exports from countries like
Indonesia, India, and Cambodia indicated that US
buyers are diversifying their sourcinginfluenced by
competitive costs and geopolitical considerations.

'On the other hand, China's slower growth indicated
shifting dynamics in global sourcing patterns while

factors such as trade policies, production costs and
sustainability requirements continue to shape
these trends.

Asked about the growth dynamics, Fazlul Hoque,
former president of the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BKMEA),
said the US market is getting better after a long time
of weaker position while the base of comparison was
also weak as January 2024 recorded negative
growth.

He, however, terms the 45-percent growth 'very
good' considering the ongoing situation, mostly the
internal factors that include gas crisis, banking
issues and law-and-arder situation, while labour
unrest still persists in the industry.

"Work-order situation is good followed by a rising
demand in US," he says, adding how much
Bangladesh could grab the opportunity of shifting
work orders from China due to a trade war between
Chinaand the US depends on internal factors.

Labour situation has improved but not fully
controlled while there is still a feeling of ‘insecurity’
among people despite an improved layr-and-m

: _Mnmﬂch mrdingtohim,h ot up to the

gas supply and ban klng Issues too, heexplams
Talking to the FE writer, Abdullah Hil Rakib, former
vice-president of Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA),
says there are huge oppartunities for Bangladesh to
achieve the RMG-export target of US$100 billion, It
is a matter of time.
"What we need is long-term policy supports," he
says on an upbeat note about the prospect.
Exporters say Bangladesh could perform better
provided with uninterrupted gas supply and no
production loss due to labour unrest last year as
there were work orders while industry has invested
in environment-friendly processes, product
diversification and value-added items.
According to some exporters, while Vietnam is doing
ever sowell in the USA, India will be a new concern
and challenge for Bangladesh as the next-door
neighbour is shipping higher volume of apparel
there offering lower price by banking on its own raw
materials.
According to OTEXA, India received $473.27 million
making shipment of 129.58 million square metres of
apparel in January 2025. In quantity, India's
shipments were 36,77-percent higher compared to
that of January 2024.
Vietnam apparel exports fetched $1.44 billion,
recording a 19.90- percent growth last month.
Vietnam recorded 17.05-percent growth in terms of
quantity as the US imported 400.84 million square
metres of garment from Vietnam in January 2025.
Meantime, China recorded 13,7-percent growth to
$1.60 billion in the month.
Chinashipped 861.74 million square metres of
apparel to the US, marking 9.36-percent growth, in
January 2025.
The overall US apparel imports during the first
month of the 2025 calendar year marked 19.46-
percent year-on=-year growth toU55$7.20 billion.

' Vag PP munni_fe@yahoo.com
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HIGH RAW-MATERIAL IMPORT COSTS, LOW PRODUCT PRICES

Quick switch to MMF
fabrjcs seen as booster

MONIRA MUNNI

Value-addition to Bangladesh's ready-made
garments (RMG) that has been fluctuating in
recent years has yet toreach the pre-
pandemic level, as higher cost of raw-
material imports eats into the export gains,
Exporters mainly blame the rise in raw=
material imports, especially that of yarn, for
such subdued returns as prices of locally made
garments have also been declining in the
post-Covid period.

Local RMGitems' value addition remained
almost static between 60 per centand 64 per
centsince fiscal year (FY) 2012-13 until FY2018-
19, according to Bangladesh Bank data.

But a data analysis shows a fluctuating trend,
with adecline to 56.49 per cent in FY20 while
arise up to 59.13 percent in FY21. The rate
again dipped to 54.38 per cent in FY22 while
rose to 58.11 per cent and 60.13 per cent in FY
23 and FY 24 respectively.

In FY24, Bangladesh received US$36.13 billion
from apparel exports, while it imported raw
materials worth $14.40 billion. Thus, the
country's net value of RMG exports stood at
$21.72 billion in FY24, showing a 60.13-
percent value addition.

The percentage remained static at 60.09 per

RMG value addi
to rise to pre-pa

cent during the first half (H1) of the current
fiscal of 2024-25, as net RMG exports
amounted to $11.94 billion against total
exports worth 519.88 billion and raw-
material imports worth $7.93 billion.

The value addition remained lower than the
pre-pandemic 64.32 per centin FY19, data
showed.

The central bank considered the main head
value of the components (raw cotton,
synthetic/viscose fibre, synthetic/mixed yarn
cotton yarn, textile fabrics, and accessories fo

!

garments) instead of only raw materials -

brought through back-to-back LCs, according

to its latest quarterly report.

Meanwhile, industry-insiders have said
Bangladesh is largely dependent on imported
raw materials, such as cotton, petro-
chemicals and chemicals, despite being thel
second-largest exporter of garments. |
"The value addition in the |

knitwear sub-sector is higher |

ion wanes, yet
demic level

R

Expurts wurth !
$19.88b

- Raw matalal
[ S8 &

@ NetRMGer;urts |

§$11.94b
‘fé

Value additfm
== 60. 09%

of its necessary raw materials from local

Bl loa\|ls)

market, while woven is largely dependent on |
imported fabrics," says one of the sources.
When asked, Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association ‘
(BKMEA) executive president Fazlee Shamim |

S

than in the woven segment, as |
the former sources 80 per cent |
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RMG value addition wanes, yet to rise =~

| FROMPAGE 1COL 6
Ehsan said that prices of locally made
garments have been decreasing aver
the years while costs of imports
increasing.
He, however, said they were now
praducing many high-value-added
items, and because of producing these
items, their dependence on imported
raw materials also increased as
Bangladesh does not produce all the
required fabrics, especially those of
man-made ones.
As a result, value addition in RMG still
remains pegged in the current position.
Otherwise, the value-addition rate
would have been much lower, as prices
of garment items have notincreased in
line with prices of raw materials and
cost of production, the exporter notes.
"Value addition to knit items is higher
compared to that of woven," he said,
explaining that it is because they mostly
manufacture products after total
processing-yarn manufacturing,
knitting and dying-in the country.
On the other hand, buyers have their
own nominations - mostly for fabric
sourcing, washing and embroidery from
THE BUSINESS STANDARD

Export Destinations
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& Figuresinbillion USD
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16.38% | 11.03% | 3.74% | 2.89%
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'RMG exports to major markets
see double-digit growth

Bangladesh's Top RMG

8.60% |25.06%

third countries - in case of woven
garments, he notes.

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA)
former President Faruque Hassan
explains that yarn import last year
increased significantly, putting an
impact on value addition.

He, however, says value addition in the
processes of knitting, dyeing, finishing,
printing and embroidery has increased
though it is yet to reach the requisite
level.

Asif Ashraf, former vice -president of
BGMEA, however, differs on this score.
He says that value addition is not
decreasing in recent years.

He, however, says last year cotton
import decreased and yarn import
increased as spinners couldn't produce
yarn mainly because of gas shortage.
"On the other hand, India has been
exporting yarn here in the countryat a
dumpingrate,” he notes, adding that if
yarnimport rises, value addition would
fall.
Besides, the global demand for garment
items made of non-cottan or man-
made fibres has been on the increase,

Poland

Netherlands Haly

RMG - BANGLADESH

whereas Bangladesh largely produces
cotton-based items, the apparel-sector
leaders noted.

Government policy support is needed to
attractinvestmentin producing man-
made fibre-based garments - notonly *
to increase value addition but also to
face the post-graduation challenges
and remain competitive, they added.
Sector leaders have requested the
government for providing required
policy supports, including cash
incentives, for non-cotton or man-
made fibre production as well as soft
loanto attract investment in this
segment.

According to Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA), yarn imports
witnessed a significant surge in 2024,
Bangladesh imported 680.43 million
Kilograms of cotton yarn under bonded
facility last year, which was 39.16-~
percent higher than the 2022 figure of
488.96 million kgs.

Besides, the imports of woven and knit
fabrics recorded a 20.02-percent and a
38.35-percent rise, respectively, in

2024.

in Jul-Feb

. the largest destination, with exports val-

Ilapan _
12.06% | 4.36% | 14.12% | 8.55%

Meanwhile, exports to the UK and non-tra- million, respectively. The exports were

Munni_fe@yahoa.com

“RMG @xports to the EU increased by

11.53% year-on-year, while the USA saw
astrong increase of 16.38%, and Canada
registered a growth of 14.12%. However,
exports to the UK exhibited a modest
growth rate of 3.74%.

Within the EU, Germany stood out as

ued at $3.38 billion, followed by Spain
at $2.35 billion, France at $1.43 billion,
Ttaly at $1.05 billion, Poland at 31.13

! billion and the Netherlands at $1.43

billion. e

Notahle growth rates were recorded
in Germany at 11.03%, the Netherlands
at 25.06%, Poland at 12.06%, Denmark
at 14.58%, and Sweden at 21.12%.

The RMG sector also demonstrated
growth in non-traditional markets, with

“ an overall increase of 6.23%, as total
- exports reached $4.52 billion, represent-
&  ing 16.00% of the total RMG exports,

Among these markets, Japan led
with imports worth $839 million, fol-
lowed by Australia at $582 million and
India at $478 million. Exports to Tur-
key and Mexico were also significant,
amounting to $305 million and $229

ditional markets have also performed well with particularly strong to India at 18.58%,

JASIM UDDIN

port Promotion Bureau (EPB).

Exports to UK and non-

traditional markets also perform

well with modest growth

Bangladesh's apparel exports to major markets have
achieved double-digit growth over the first eight
months of the current fiscal year 2024-2s, thanks to
the growing demand by brands and retailers.

The markets include the European Union
" (EU), the United States (US), and Canada.

In terms of growth
o8 \

modest growth, according to data from the Ex- Mexicoat25.14%, and Turkey at 32.20%.

~ While exports to Japan, Australia, |

The country's ready-made garments (RMG) ex- India, Turkey, and Mexico were posi-|
ports grew by 10.64% globally, reaching a total of tive, shipments “mm the
$26.79 hillion during the July-February period of FY25. UAE, and Malaysia declined.

The EU remained the largest market, account-
ing for 50.10% of total RMG exports, valued at torof BGM?" told TBS ?;?rghsftf:t
$13.42 billion, Exports to the US reached $5.06 bil- global trade fensions are reshap [g
lion, representing 18.91% of the total, while Cana- the international ;ﬂdt‘ f:;;'llrﬂﬂf;ml?ll'la ;
da accounted for $845 million with a 3.16% share. creating ‘:é’lmm;la]t]le: i m;ﬁed

The UK also remained an important market, desh could capitalise on, l;d 2
with exports worth $2.93 billion; comprising the country enhances its productive
10.94% of total RMG exports during the period.

Mohiuddin Rubel, a former direc-

capacity.




Staff Reporter

THE exports of the coun-
iry’s readymade garment
growth to its major desti-
nations in the past eight

the current financial year
2024-25.

| According to the country-
wise detailed export data of
the Export Promotion Bureau

desh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
sh. exported

Bangladesh

items worth $26.8 billion

in July-February of FY25, a

moderate increase of 10.64

per cent, from $24.22 billion

in the same period of FY24.
Apparel exporters  said

tained a growth momentum
despite the political transi-
tion since August 5.

In the July-February period
of FY25, Bangladesh bagged
$13.42 hillion from the Eu-
ropean Union countries, the
largest market of Bangla-
deshi manufacturers. This
is 11.53 percent higher than
the $12.03 billion earned in
the same period of FY25, The

accounted for 50.10 per cent
of the total earnings.

: earnings from the
US witnessed a robust growth
of 16.38 percent to $5.07 bil-
lion, up from $4.35 billion in
the July-February period of
FY24. The US, the largest sin-
represented an 18.91 per cent
share of the total earnings. .

Fetching a positive growth
of 3.74 per cent, Bangladeshi
apparel exporters earned
$2.92 billion in July-February
of FY25 from the UK, higher
from $2.82 billion in the
same period of FY24, the EPB
data stated.

From Canada, the RMG
sector eamed $845.55 mil-
lion in July-February of FY25,
14.12 per cent more than the
$740.91 million earned in the
same period of FY24.

Germany remained the larg-
est export destination within

(SR

A (| s
. UNDAY, MARCH 16, 2025,
oY A ’ 3 =

RMG exports to major SIS
destinations increase
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and compiled by the Bangla- |

RMG

| months (july-February) of Sk

A file photo shows a female worker works at a garment factory
in the capital. The exports of the country’s readymade garment
ftems witnessed substantial growth to its major destinations in
the past eight months (July-February) of the current financial

year 2024-25.

i RMG manufac-
turers bagged $3.38 billion in
July-Fehruary of FY25.

Followed by Germany, the
export eamings from Spain
stood at $2.35 billion, France
at $1.43 billion, Italy at $1.05
billion, Poland at $1.13 bil-
lion, and the Netherlands at
$1.43 billion, the EPB data
stater. ;

Regarding dpparel exports,
countries like the US, Can-
ada, the UK, and the EU are
considered traditional mar-
kets, while other countries
are deemed non-traditional.
Japan, Australia, Russia,
India, China, South Korea,
UAE, Malaysia, Brazil, and
Mexico are major non-tradi-

Export earnings from the
nontraditional market also
with an overall surge of 623
percent reaching $4.52 billion,
which was $4.26 billion in the
FY24 pericd.

The nontraditional market
represented 16.90 per cent of

Bangladesh's total RMG ex- ages

ports. Among these markets,
Japan led with imports worth
$839 million from Bangla-
desh, followed by Australia
at $582 million and India at

~ New Age phato

$229 million, respectively.
EPB data showed that ex-
port earnings from almost all
major destinations experi-
enced a double-digit growth
rate during the July-February

period.

Talking to New Age, Mo-
hiuddin Rubel, former direc-
tor of the BGMEA, said that
Bangladesh's ongoing grmﬁ

in exports significantly :
pends on the EU and USA,

which continue to be its main

The moderate growth in
underscores the importance
of further research and focus
in this category, as it pos-
sesses substantial growth po-
tential, which will also help
to balance reliance on tradi-
tional markets, he added.

He also said there should
be a dedicated emphasis on
i in backward link-
to bolster and enhance
the RMG. sector's competi-
tiveness and growth poten-
tial, as Temaining competi-
tive throughout is always
essential.

===
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UNCERTAINTY  loomed
over the payment of wages
.| and bonuses of mﬁliymade
garment workers in 200 fac-
tories ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr,
one of the biggest religious
festivals of the Muslims to
be held at the end of March,
acmtdmg to the Industrial

Hnwwer. the « sector's
manufacturers said that they
were intensively monitor-
ing the risky factories and
would take sufficient meas-
ures if necessary.

The sector people said
that the wage situation was
complex this year as the
manufacturers musi pay
February wages, Eid bonus-
es and half of March wages
by Ramadan 20 or March 19.
Moreaver, they also have
topavthﬂrastuftheMamh
wages by April 7, just after
thefactnriesmpenafterthe

DIG (operation and crime)
of the Industrial Police, said

that they had completed a
list of the risky fac-

tories ahead of Eid. -

‘However, the number
of the factories may vary in
the final list. So far, about
?.Dﬂ factories are at risk of
not paying waeges and bo-

“nuses in time to their work-
ers at major eight industrial
hubs and export processing
zones, he

Meanwhile, tha Ministry
of Labour and Employment

authorities to pay all out-

consultative council meet-
ing held on March 12.
Based on their financial
capacity, they also urged the
entrepreneurs to pay at least
15days’wagaaforMarch
to the Indus-
trial Police data, among
the risky factories, 128 are

- —

has instructed the factory -

mertibers of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, 16 are
affiliated with the Bangla-
desh Knitwear Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Associa-
tion and four are listed with
the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association.

Moreover, nine units are
under the Bangladesh Ex-
port Processing Zones Au-
thority while the rest are not
listed with any.

As of Sunday, of the
2,107 active [faclories
across the country, only
six factories were closed
where three were laid-off,
two were on general holi-
day and another one was
operational under no work,
no pay guideline as per the
Bangladesh Lahour Act sec-
tion 13/1 according to data
from a BGMEA source.

The data also said that
as of Sunday, 124 BGMEA
factories were yet to pay
their February wages and
5 still had not paid January
wages.

’Ih]ki.u,g to New Age, Mo-
hammad Hatem, president
of the BKMEA, said that
businesses were under pres-
sure and fhey urged the gov-
ernment to clear the debt of
Tk 7,000 crore as an export
subsidy or cash incentives.

‘Banks are not assisting
us. If we get at the money,
we will be able to pay the
wages,” he added.

He also said that the
BKMEA had 16-17 risky
members and they were
working on  monitoring
these factories closely.

Regarding the ministry’s
directive of paying wages
by Ramadan 20, he said that
it would not be realistic as
they always paid wages and
allowances before the start
of the Eid holidays and they
thought that they would also
move in the same way.

Khairul Mamun Mintu,

i secretary of Gar-
ment Workers' Trade Union
Centre, told New Age thal

WAGES ALLOWANCES BEFORE EID

Industrial Police says 200
RMG units may not pay

the govemmant must take
aclion about risky factories.

“The government and the
manufacturers should work
singerely as the situation
is more eomplex this year.
The factory owners must

pay February wages, half of
March and bonus by this
month and the rest of March
by April 7, he added. -
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World Water Day today

Rashad Ahamad

AT LEAST 1,659 industrial
units in a recent count have
been found discharging un-
treated wastewater into ca-
nals, rivers and other open
waterbodies,  aggravating
the condition of the already
heavily polluted waterbod-
1Bes.

According to the Depart-
ment of Environment, all
these polluting factories are
~ gituated in and around Dhaka

city and in different districts = ones

under the Dhaka division.

Pollution of walerbodies
concentrate in the Dhaka di-
vision, experts said, adding
that substantial information
and dala on water pollution
outside this division is not
much available so far.

Green activists allege that
pollution of river water par-
ticularly inlensifies around
Dhaka city as the authorities
have miserably failed to stop
older sources of pollution,
while new more sources
have been .added to the old

'I'l-larivars around Dhaka

AGEW
1,659 factories discharge

waste to Dhaka rivers

urday, March 22, 2025, Chaltra 8, 1431 BS

city are so exiremely pollut-
ed people of the riverbanks
can neither use the water for
meeting their daily necessi-
ties nor can the aquatic lives
survive there,

Amid the reality, Bangla-
desh is set to celebrate World
Water Day 2025 today.

the source of
water pollution, Waterkeepers
Bangladesh coordinator Sha-
rif Jamil said that industrial
waste and domestic waste are
the main sources of pollution
of the country's rivers and
other open waterbodies.

The Department of En-
vironment officials recently
said that they served final
notice to the 1,659 errant in-
dustrial units they had listed
releasing wastewater in the
open waterbodies,

All these units would be
shut down if they failed to
stop the pollution, said DeE

As for the causes of pol-
lution, the officials said that
while some factories did
not have effluent treatment
plants, some others did not
run their ETPs regularly

Untreated sewage is being released through a pipeline into the Buriganga River, contributing to the polltion in one of Bangladesh’s
most contaminated rivers, in Islambagh’s Baribadh area of Dhaka. The photo is taken on Friday.

W& b o
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mainly to save money.

‘Many factories pollute
water even after having
ETPs to save cost,' said DoE
director general Md Kam-
ruzzaman, adding that they
would take tougher punitive
actions against them.

DoE statistics show that
of the water polluting fac-
tories, 128 are located un-
der the Dhaka metropolitan
area and the rest 1,531 are in
Dhaka division.

Of them, 489 factories
are in Dhalm distriet, 380

— Md Saurav
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1,659 factories discharge waste

Continued from page 1
in Narayvanganj, 519 are in
Gazipur, 129 are in Narsh-
ingdi, one each in Tangail
and Gopalganj districts. -
DoE officials said that they
i identified

had particularly
textiles, washing and dyeing,
and icals factory

units and hospitals and clin-
ics to lack ETPs.

Enamul Haque Shimul,
director of Mita Fabrics Lim-
ited at Rupganj upazila in
Narayanganj, said that like
many other factories they

“We have an effluent treat-
ment plant at the factory and
no-objection certificate also.

But the DoE, even it finds
small anomalies, it serves

notices. It's a regular thing/'
he said.

sewage
major sources of river pollu- i

They allege that river pol-

years as the autherities have
failed to take effective meas-

are very much aware of the
situation.

A study conducted con-
ducted in December 2024 by
the DoE and the River and
Delta Research Centre, a pri-
vale research institution, us-
ing satellite imagery and field
surveys has identified the ex-
tent of pollution in the Bur-
iganga, Turag. Shitalakkhya
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and Balu rivers that surround
the Dhaka city.
_ The study report, pub-

- ures to curb it although they dumping

rivers with the Asian Devel-
opment Bank support. Over
The DoE and River and
Delta Research Centre study
identified 525 pollution
sources in the Buriganga, 97
in the Turag, 173 in the Shi-
talakkhya, and 33 in the Balu

Al the g

i though the government
relocated the heavily pollut-
to Harindhara in

Savar in 2017, the pollution
level now remains higher
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Sunday « March 23, 2025

Large industries see double-dlglt
growth in Dec riding on RMG

JASIM UDDIN HARQON

Country's large-scale manufacturing
sector recorded a double-digit
growth of 10.37 per cent in December
last year, rising from the same period
in 2023, according to data released
last week by the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS).

Large-scale manufacturing
contributes over i percenttothe
country's GDP and serves as a key
indicator of industrial performance.
The quantum index of large
manufacturing industries reached
246.58 points in December 2024, up
from 223.42 in December 2023,

Of the 23 manufacturing subsectors,
14 posted growth, while seven saw
declines.

Sectors that contracted during the
months included tobacco products,
textiles, leather, chemicals, paper,
computer-related industries, and
"other manufacturing" sectors.
However, the large industries
registered sluggish growth earlierin
the current fiscal year (FY 2024-25),
with the index rising by anly 3.85 per
centin july-September quarter (Q1).
The December rebound was, however,
largely driven by the ready-made
garments (RMG) sector that holds the
largest weight in the index at &1 out
of100. Any fluctuation in RMG
significantly impacts the overall
manufacturing index.

Other key industries that expanded in
Decernber last included: beverages 21
per cent, food 10.11 per cent, wood
and related industries 15 per cent,
printing 19 per cent, electrical
equipment 16 per cent, rubber 14 per
cent, fabricated metals 12.73 per
cent, machinery and equipment
28.88 percent, pharmaceuticals and
furniture 4.0 per cent each during the
period under review.
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(Figures in points)

The strong performance in
manufacturing aligns with the
Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI),
which stood at 61.7 in December,
indicating economic expansion.
Industry experts say political unrest-
leading to the fall of the Awami
League government-weighed on
growth inthe Q1 of this FY.

Mr. Anwar-ul Alam Chowdhury
(Parvez), president of the Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI),
identified high lending rates as a
major barrier to business expansion
further:

Thelending rate is a barrier to further
expansion of business which was also
associated with poor buying orders,
he said.

Mr. Syed Nazrul Islam, a former leader
of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) and managing
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director of Well Dress, said that
clothing orders increased after the Q1,
although some orders had previously
shifted to India and Pakistan.
Economists believe that the economic
activity is gradually recovering, driven
by a stabilised foreign exchange
market and rising domestic demand.
Dr. Zahid Hussain, former lead
economist at the World Bank's Dhaka
office, said that the student-led
uprising in mid-July caused
temporary setbacks, He, however,
expressed optimism about economic
recovery.

"Inflation remains a challenge for
industrial expansion but itis gradually
easing," he said, adding that the
improyement is also reflected in the
country's export earnings.

The export earnings were up by 10.41
per cent to US%32.93 billion in July-
February period of this FY.
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Dr. M. Masrur Reaz, Chairman and
CEO of Policy Exchange Bangladesh,
attributed the growth in the
manufacturing sector to seasonal
factors and a strong rebound in RMG.
He said that with the RMG sector
making up over 60 per cent of the
index and growing aver 16 per cent in
December, it has been the key driver
of overall industrial growth.

He expected continued
improvements in the clothing sector
inthe coming months.

The economist also predicted that
climate change could boost beverage
production in the coming months as
seen during last summer.

However, economists have warned
that the high rate of inflation could
dampen demand for goods and
services, potentially slowing down
broader economic recovery.

Jjasimhareon@yahoo.com
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- Ctg shut over order slump

M]')NA?RUI ISIAM Lha:mgmm

Al ]easl; 52 g.arment factories, both qmall
and large, have closed in the past six
months in Chattogram thanks to a 25
percent drop in work orders amid palitical
instability, according to Industrial Police
SOUTCes.

This has left thousands of apparel
workers jobless.

Besides, 44 wmore factories are
struggling to pav worker wages and
bonuses ahead of the Eid. The Industrial
Police has labelled these factories “at
risk”, a claim disputed by the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (RGMEA).

Of the 611 registered garment factories
in Chattogram, the BGMEA savs only 350
are currently operational. Of them, some
180 are fulfilling foreign orders, while 170
working as subcontractors.

However, statistics from Chattogram
Industrial Police-3 show 528 out of
580 garment factories associated with
the BGMEA, the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers & Exporters Association
{BKMEA) and the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA) are operational in the
port city.

Sources say at least 52 of these [actories
have closed in the past six months due o
a lack of orders and turmoil related (o the
political changeover.

“The closures were due not only (o
declining orders, but also political issues
and banking complexities,” Rakibul Alam
Chowdhury, former vice-president of
BGMEA Chattogram, told The Daily Star.

He said most of the affected factories
were non-bonded enterprises.

The owner of a closed garment Factory
in the Mohra area of Chattogram,
speaking to The Daily Star on condition
of anonymity, said, “Since August 5,
our factory has been looted repeatedly.
Therelore, we were forced to shut down
the factory.” :

This echoed

the BGMEA leader's

CLOSURES AND
JOB LOSSES
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BGMEA says : Tha ¢ Industrial Pullse
tfmi:mw nwnersﬂaglad : tsassrm{?tuim E rtﬁmtam hopeftgl
rying to provi : Ismonitoring : . that paymen i
* bomigeshyMarch : thesituation : - willbe .mswtwtiw ﬂlalm ;
2oandwagesby :  closelyto  :  made on time Thesefantnmsamplay
Mar{:h 28 : prevﬂnt unrest _Bl’ﬂﬂﬂd 21,m rs

FINANCIAI. AND BPERATIDHA[ STRUBGLES _ ‘0
Fartoryownrs mﬂ@'“‘&ﬂﬁ*ﬁfﬁ"’%m* instabilty, and banking sstes 2s key reasans for closure

assessment.
The BGMEA leader said they did not
support the “at-risk” label assigned by
the Industrial Police Lo some garment
factories.
. "No  factory owner deliberately
withholds wages and benefits from
workers, and there is still time (o clear
dues,” the leader said. "Factory owners are

trying Lo provide Eid bonuses by March 25.

and wages by March 28, with the BGMEA
closely monitoring the development.”

According to  Industrial  Police,
concerns have been raised about
payments before Eid in 44 garment
factories in Chattogram. Police said many
of these factories had faced protests over
wage issues in the past.

The 44 factories employ around 21,000
waorkers, These include eight in Kalurghat

Snrne factries wer s;rc:ed o submntranﬂngaftar inslngﬂtr&ct urﬂersfmrn fnmign hugeis #

BSCIC, six in CEPZ, six in Double Mooring,
five in Pahartali, three in KEPZ, three in
Bavezid, and 13 in wrban and suburban
areas.

Factories face severe financial crises
due to delayed shipments, reduced orders,
and unpaid wages from previous months,
heightening worker dissatisfaction.

Some previously worked directly
with foreign buyers but were forced into
subcontracting, only to face further order
shortages. Internal worker conflicts have
worsened the situation,

Santosh Mondal, a worker from a
recently closed factory in Pahartali, said
he had been struggling (o find a job for
two months as factories were no longer
hiring.

MDM  Mohiuddin  Chowdhury, a
BGMEA  administrative  commitlee

member, said order declines and financial
struggles from delayed shipments had

msfnwﬂm

I VILIVH)

forced many closures. New regulations
requiring employers (o pay earned
leave, two months’ wages, and bonuses
simultaneously had Ffurther strained
them.

“No factory owner wants to stop paying
wages. Even with fewer orders, theywant to|
retain workers. We are working to prevent|
unrest during Eid," he said, adding that |
political instahility had pushed Emﬂ'gnl
buyers toward alternative countries.

Md Jasim Uddin, senior assistant
superintendent of Chattogram Industrial
Police, said, “We have identified 44 at-risk
factories, but this does not mean they
won't pay. These factories have faced
similar issues hefore, and we are hopeful
the crisis will be resolved.”

52 subcontract RMG factoriesin ——
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FOUNDER EDITOR: LATE S. M. ALI

Workers must be paid
their dues before Eid

We must find a mechanism (o resolve
workers' issues systematically

It’s quite troubling to see ready-made garment (RMG) workers
still protesting over unpaid wages and Fid bonuses. While
most people are preparing for celebrations with Eid-ul-Fitr
only days away, many workers are being forced to take to the
streets. Over the past few days, there have been reports of
protests and sit-ins in several areas, including central Dhaka,
Gazipur, and Savar. On Tuesday, a clash broke out between
police and workers marching from Shram Bhaban towards
the Secretariat, leaving dozens injured amid baton charges
by police. On Sunday, while staging a sit-in in front of Shram
Bhaban, an employee of a factory with 14 months of unpaid
wages fell ill and died.

Ideally, under the interim government, one would have
expected an end to this almost routine scenario that plays
out every Eid. To be fair, this government has done reasonably
well compared to previous administrations. The central bank,
as per the BGMEA, has already disbursed Tk 2,250 crore in
loans to RMG exporters to facilitate payments ahcad of Eid.
So far, more than 99 percent of factories have reportedly paid
February’s salaries, while more than 95 percent have paid Eid
bonuses. But the fact that some factories have yet to fulfil
their financial obligations despite a February 12 decision—that
all outstanding wages, bonuses, and dues of workers must
be paid by the 20th of Ramadan, along with at least 15 days’
salary for March—is a failure as much on their part as on the
government’s. The issue is not so much its lack of sincerity as
its lack of enforcement.

On Tuesday, the government .imposed a travel ban on 12
RMG factory owners who defaulted on payments, The ban will
he lifted if they can pay owed salaries and bonuses by March
27— a condition that many are unlikely to fulfil. This means
many workers of these and other factories will head into the
holiday unpaid, deepening their woes, For an industry that
generates hillions in export revenue, this is unacceptable.
After the July uprising, in which a large number of workers
participated, many expected that these trends would no
longer persist. However, old habits and injustices die hard.
Just like before, there is still no institutional mechanism to
systematically resolve workers’ issues, forcing them to take to
the streets repeatedly. And when they do so out of desperation,
they are met with assaults and baton charges.

‘Ihis must change. Faclory owners must take responsibility
for meeting their obligations on time, and the government
must ensure they do so. Factories with a history of frequent
wage delays should also be held accountable.
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2,282 apparel units yet
to pay March wages

Staff Correspondent

ACCORDING to the latest
report ‘of Industrial Police,
2,282 readymade garment
and textile factories are yet

to clear half or full wages for -

March.

The report said that, so
far, only 608 or 21 per cent
of the total 2,890 operational
factories had cleared half or
full wages for March,

Moreover, 2,349 factories
or 81 per cent of the total

. have already cleared pay-

ment of festival allowances

for Eid-ul-Fitr, while 541 fac-

tory units have yet to do so.
Eid-ul-Fitr, on the big-

.-gest religious festivals of

the Muslims, is expected to
be held at the end of March
subject to moon-sighting,
Among the operational
factories, 122 RMG and
textile units are vet to clear
their workers” wages for Feb-
ruary, according to a report
from the Industrial Palice on
The IP said that there
were currently 2,890 op-

erational factories under the
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exparters As-
sociation, the Bangladesh
Knitwear - Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association and the Bang-
ladesh Export Processing

"Zones Authority.

According to the IP re-
port, 2,768 factories have
paid February wages to their
waorkers,

Meanwhile, the IP data
said that the country had
9,685 factories, including
jute mills and others.

According to Industrial
Police data, 7,230 factories
or 74,57 per cent of the total
have cleared festival allow-
ances and 2,471 or 25 per
cent factories have cleared
the wages for March.

According to the Bang-
ladesh Labour Law, 2006,
workers' wages from the
previous month must be
paid within the first seven
working days of the follow-

Meanwhile, according to

the BGMEA Factory Moni*
toring Report, about 1,997
units or 95 per cent of the
2,207 operational . RMG
factories in the Dhaka and
Chattogram zones' member
factories have cleared their

disbursement of Eid allow-
ances.
Mareover, 9953 per

cenl or 2,097 factories have
cleared their February wag-
es. o

Workers of TNZ  Group
continued their sit-in pro-
test for the fifth consecutive
day on Thursday in front of
Shrama Bhaban at Bijoyna-
garin the capital Dhaka, de-
manding two months' due
wages and festival allow-
ance,

Labour leaders said that
despite government claims
of payment through -asset
sales, most workers had not
received their dues, with
some only getting Tk 6,000-
7.000. Workers of TNZ Ap-
parels Limited and Apparel
Plus Eco Limited have been
protesting since March 23,
while Apparel Art Limited's

employees joined them on
Thursday.

Shaheen Alam, labour
leader from Apparel Plus,
said that they were de-
manding wages for January,
February and March, a]cmg
with festival allowances:
TNZ Apparels’ Towhidul
Islam warned of hard move-

‘ments, even on Eid, if their

demands remained unmet.

On Thursday afterncon,
workers marched from Sh-
rama Bhaban through Paltan
and Press Club.

On Tuesday, police used
batons, sound grenades and
teargas near the Secretariat,
injuring at least 40 protest-
2IS.

Meanwhile, the Ministry
of Labour and Employment
has taken proactive steps to
address payment of wages
and festival allowances for
industrial sector workers.

In & press conference an
Thursday, labour adviser’
Brigadier General (retired)
M Shakhawat Hossain said
that considering the plight
of workers at ROARE Fash-
ion, the ministry had dis-
bursed Tk 12.33 crore from
its central emergency fund,
However, this support is a
one-time intervention and
will not be extended to other
companies, he said. |

Regarding TNZ Group's

-App&ml Eco Limited, he

said that fu]luwmg a deci-
sion made in the ministry’s
labour dispute resolution
meeting on March 25, TNZ
Group's Apparel Eco Lim-
ited had settled its workers'
wages and allowances by
selling company assets, in:
cluding vehicles,

Moreover, the Bangla.-
desh Bank disbursed Tk 11
crore for Mahmud Group
workers,

He also said that the is-
sues of Stylecraft and Youn-
gone BD Limited would be
resolved through negotia-
tion.
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75% factories yet (o

pay March wages,

say Industrial Police

74.57% clear Eid bonus

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Nearly 75 percent of the 9,596 garment and non garment factories
across Bangladesh were yet to pay workers their March wages il
yesterday, according to Industrial Police, as Fid holidays are just around

S ST, (AT TR (5% 5HL% | HO '

e IS S50 (RYITAE AR AT :

CEHUE-NE WM @9, Fh EFEPR

the corner.

The figures, compiled until 3pm yesterday, also show that 74.57
percent of the factories have so far paid Eid bonuses.
Of the total, 2,890 factories are affiliated with major trade bodies,

and Exporters

including the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), the Bangladesh

Knitwear Manufacturers

Association (BKMEA), the Bangladesh Textile Mills

Association (BTMA), and the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones

Authority (Bepza).

Of them, 2,282 (78.96 percent) have yet to settle March wages.

The data also shows stark disparities among industry groups. Only
331 out of 1,555 BGMEA affiliated factories have paid March wages,
while just 53 of 581 BKMEA members have done so. 2

The BTMA fares similarly, with only 30 of its 330 mills settling wages.

* Factories under Bepza performed slightly better, with 214 out of 424

paying workers.

In the jute sector, 47 out of 86 mills have cleared March wages, but
workers at 72.97 percent (6,719) of factories in other sectors remain

unpaid.

Bonus payments paint a marginally brighter picture.

Among BGMEA members,

1,309 out of 1,555 factories have disbursed

bonuses, while 383 of 581 BKMFA affiliated units have done the same.
The BTMA saw 238 of its 330 members paying bonuses, and Bepza
factories nearly swept the board with 419 out of 424 complying.
in the jute industry, 65 of 86 mills paid bonuses, while 4,816 out of
6,719 factories in other sectors met their obligations.

BRGMEA administrator
likely pay wages in the

Anwar Hossain said most factories would
next two days belore the holiday, as is customary.

“Paying earlier risks workers leaving before the official holiday,

disrupting urgent production and shipments,” he added.

75% factories yet to pay Mai

FROM PAGE Bl

Hassain said that while 94.78 percent
“of factories had paid ‘bonuses,
" liquidity pressures were high due

to the dual burden ol salaries and

bonuses,

To ease it, the Bangladesh Bank
has released Tk 2,250 crore from
export cash incentives to help
facilitate payments belore Eid.

At a press conference in Dhaka
yesterday, Labour and Employment
Adviser Brig Gen (Retd) M Sakhawat
Hussain assured that "almost all

factories” would clear payments as
Eid approaches. ;
According to the adviser, the
has barred 12 garment
factory owners from travelling
abroad over unpaid wages.
As the owner of Roar Fashion
Sailt Shikhor, a a :
League lawmaker, is now absconding,

1o disburse Tk 123
cover unpaid wages.

The labour ministry has also
urged the home ministry to file a

crore in loans to

ICHE
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FEMALE migration from
Bangladesh to other countries
continued to decrease signifi-
cantly mainly due to the lack
of workers’ language barriers,
skills and safety issues.

Female migration con-
tinued to decline gradually
for the past three years but
the total number of labour
migrants - both male and
female - from Bangladesh
increased during the period,
said the Bureau of Manpow-
er, Employment and Train-
ing statistics.

According to the BMET,
female workers' migration
from Bangladesh has de-

past two years. Of them, 20
per cent declined in 2024 in
comparison with the num-
ber in 2023 and 28 per cent
in 2023 in comparison with
the number in 2022,

The government data
showed that 105,466 wom-
en migrated from Bangla-
desh in 2022. The number
decreased to 76,108 in 2023
and il dropped further to
61,158 in 2024.

The sector insiders said
that the migration of Bang-
ladeshi female workers
dropped as they failed to
compete with the workers
from alternative sources like
the Phi]ippines Sri Lanka,

skills for their poor knowl-
edge of languages in the des-
tination countries,

Though the number of fe-
male migrants from Bangla-
desh declined significantly
over the years, there was no
fact-finding research in this
regard.

The recruiting agents,

clined by 42 per cent in the

Napa] in terms of working deshi

because of high migration |
costs and rights activists'
allegations of an increasing
number of ¥ights violations,

Bangladeshi women
mostly migrate as domestic
‘workers and garment sector
workers while some migrale
as cleaners, tailors, house-
keepers, labours, caregivers,
and staff of healthcare and
other sectors.

The research and pelicy
wing
the expatriates’ welfare
and overseas employment,
Ayesha Hagq, admitted that
the ministry did not have in-
formation about the reasons
for the declining number of
female migrants.

Bangladeshi  Ovibashi
Mahila Sromik Association
general secretary Sheikh Ru-
mana said that the -
ment had failed to control
‘the migration cost over the
past couple of years.

‘Many women lost interest
in migrating from Bangladesh
since the migration cost was
high. Families want to invest
icarﬂ boys rather than girls,’ she

She also said that political
instability in Bangladesh and
other countries also impacted
negatively on female labour
migration.

Bangladesh Nari Sramik
Kendra executive director
Sumaiya Islam said that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was
the top destination for Bangla-
women over the years
but the country was now
hiring female workers from
African countries like South
Alrica and Sudan.

KSA is the top em)
of Bangladeshi ibnmlﬁgvlﬁg
ers which employed 5,24,788
female workers since 2004. In
percentage, the country alone

45 per cent of the

howaver, said. that they ,
had lost interest in send- 2 Migrated female workers

|ing female workers abroad

from Bangladesh during the
period.

joint secretary for -

Female labour migration
continues to drop

At least 11,62 11,62,791 womem
migrated from
to around 90 mlmtrias in 20
years between 2004 and 2024,
The total number of labour
migrants from Bangladesh —
both male and female -
the period was 1,25,24,298.
Lebanon, KSA, Jordan, UAE
and Oman— hired over one
lﬂkhfemaleworhﬂrseach.

Migration experts said that
saw a boom in fe-

male migration in 2017 when
the highest 1,21,925 women
migrated from Bangladesh.
Since then, it was above one
lakh until Covid-19 outhreak
in 2019,

Rights activists observed
that the number G{sﬁ?ﬂ
female was i
o gy
They suggesied the govern-
ment to review the trainirig
module to make it more effec-
tive.

Presently, every female
worker must have two
months of training to secure
any overseas job.

Chrmthepastyem anum-

desh while Lebanon and KSA
have reduced hiring Bangla-
deshi female workers signifi-
cantly.

The - BMET additional
director general for employ-
ment, Mohammad Abdul Hi,
said that though they had no
research on this, his personal
observation was that they
could not open new markets.

He said that they were
warking to ensure skilled train-
ing based on global demand.

Labour rights activists
uiged the authoritiss to pro-
vide training on need-based
‘skills and safety for women in
destination countries to boost
‘fernale migration.
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Workers’
migration
drops by 36pc

in February
Says BMET monthly data

Q'I'AFF GDHRESPONDI:‘.]\"I

The mlgralmn nf Hangladeslu workm‘s
abroad for jobs declined by 36 percent
last month compared to the previous
month, with a sharp fall in migration to
top destination Saudi Arabia, according
to the latest data from the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Training
(BMET).

BMET's “Monthly Overseas
Employment” data, recently published
on its website, shows that 62,436 workers
migrated abroad in February, down from
97,867 in January. This brings the total
overseas employment for the first twa
months of this year to 1,60,303.

Last year, 10.11 lakh workers migrated

pended  abroad for jobs. Of them, 1,62,158 left in

the first two months, including 74,306 in
February.,

Ali  Haider Chowdhun' secretary
general of the Hangladesh Association
of International Recruiting Agencies
(Baira), attributed last month’s decline to
several factors.

He said Saudi Arabia is currently the
only large market open to Bangladeshi
migrant workers, but job demand from
the Gulf nation, including for female
workers, has recently decreased.

Additionally, the Bangladesh
government hastightened the attestation
process for workers' documents required
for Saudi Arabia, which hasalso impacted
overall migration, he said.

Speaking to this newspaper recently,
the Baira leader urged the government
10 handle issues related to the Saudi
job  market c.mefu]ly wnrning that

*’m@rgrémcqqq




Workers’ ml

FROM PAGE 3.
ineffective decisions could
further slow the flow of
workers to the country.

He also called on the
government (o

major
Malaysia, which are closed
now, and exploring new
opportunities.

According to BMET

statistics, out of the total
migration this year, 1,20,876
workers, or 754 percent,
have gone to Saudi Arabia,
which remains the primary
destination for low-paid
Bangladeshi workers.

However, migration to
Saudi Arabia fell sharply in
February, with only 44,258
workers heading  there,
compared to 76618 in
January.

Qatar was the second-
highest destination for

Bangladeshi ~ workers
last month, with 7150
migrating there, followed
by Singapore (3, ?'3'5) Kuwait
(2,084}, and Jordan (873).

Continued  restrictions
from Bangladesh in key
destinations like Oman and
Malaysia also contributed to
the overall decline in worker
migration last month.

Oman has maintained
restrictions on the
migration of fresh low paid
warkers from HBangladesh
since October 2023, while
Malaysia implemented a
similar restriction on all
labour sourcing countries,
including Bangladesh, in
June last year,

- However, BMET data
shows that 301 workers
migrated to Malaysia in
February and 1286 in
January, as the country,
‘according to the Bangladesh
government, has been

only for its plantation sector
in recent months.

Similarly, six workers
migrated to Oman in
February, following 18 in
January,

According w
gavernment
Bangladesh sends workers
to more than 160 countries
worldwide. However, the
| majority migrate to a
{ handful of destinations
i the six Guli Cooperation
" Council (GCC) countries,
Malaysia, and Singapore.

I HIEE

- Bangladeshi
wm*laa's migrate under
various categories, such as
professionals and  skilled
labourers, most  seek

employment as low-paid
workers.
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BANGLADESH'S appaml
exports to the European Un-
ion have recorded signifi-
caml;romhinlhe

of 2025, rising by 60.9 per
oenitolmbd]mnmm
]hmla:ymmpamdmmym
billion éuros in the same
month of 2024, :
Intem:l.sufquanhty.
country’s - readymade gar-
ment exports to the EU
dlso witnessed a substantial
surge in the first month of
2025 increasing by 58.10
per cent to 126,86 million
kilngramfmm&l.‘lzsmﬂhon
kilogram in the same month
of previous year, according
to data from the Eurostat,
the statistical office of the
EU; released on Tuesday.
The country’s Initwear
exports to the 27-pation
economi¢ bloc in the first
month of 2025 surged by

Afile photo shows a woman works at a garments factory in the

capital.

64.2 per cent to 1.15 hillion
euros, while woven apparel
exports increased by 56.3
per cent lo 765.97 million
euros, data showed.
Exporters said that this
substantial growth solidi-
fied Bangladesh’s position
as a key supplier to the Eu-
Topean market, driven by
competitive pricing, prefer-

— New Age photo

ential trade facilities under
Everything But Arms and
improvements in produc-
tion capacity.

They also said that over-
all apparel imports by the
EUmaes:gmﬁmnﬂym]an—

uary 2025, as consumer de-

—

Apparel exports

Continued from page 6

Cambodia's apparel ex-

! China, the largest apparel

. supplier to the EU, main-
tained strong growih, with
total exports increasing by
40.9 per cent to 2.38 billion
euros in January 2025,

The country's knitwear
exports to the EL grew by
45.3 per cent to 1.23 billion
euros, while woven
rose by 36.4 per cent to 1,14
billion eurns. - _

Bangladesh  remained
the second-largest apparel
exporter to the EU aﬂ:er
China.

The EU's apparel im-
ports from Turkey in Janu-
ary 2025 increased by 5.4
per cent to B74.09 million
euros from 829.21 million
euros in the same month of

12024

ports to the EU in January
2025 surged by 72.5 per
cent—the highest among

ma]orexporﬁngcounmes——
reaching 420.9 million eu-
ros. Knitwear exports rose
by 71.6 per cent to 256.2
million euros, while woven
apparel jumped by 73.9 per
cent to 164.7 million euros.

The EU's apparel im-

ports from India increased
by 44.5 per cent year-on-
year, reaching 397.7 mil-
lion euros in January 2025,
Vietnam’s npparel ax-
ports to the EU in January
2025 climbed by 34.3 per
cent to 398.6 million eu-

ros, with knitwear rising

by 26 per cent and woven
apparel i mcl'easmg by 40.7

per cent,

ersAsmcmhmfmnerpresi-

dent Fazlul Hoque described

the growth as ‘encouraging,’
saying that the industry was

. He said that, similar to
the US market, the EU mar-
ketwasalsohnpmvmgafter
apmlungedpmndafwaak-

l‘hzlul Hoque mq:lained
that with the economy im-
proving, consumers were

purchasing more apparel, .

leading to increased demand
in the EU market.

Data showed that the over-
all apparel imports by the
EU from different countries
in January 2025 witnessed
a significant surge in Janu-
ary 2025, with total imports
reaching 8.29 billion euros,
up 31.9 per cent from 6.28
billion euros in January 2024.
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Remittance up yet reserves static

for meeting growing needs

Import picks up to
support economy,
bridges gap
with export

SIDDIQUE ISLAM AND JUBAIR HASAN

Foreign-exchange reserves of Bangladesh still
stay almost static despite a record volume of
remittance inflow in recent months as
officials say necessary external expenditures
are being met.

The Financial Express (FE) has observed the
trends of the remittance and movement of
the forexreserves in recent months. Despite
the record inflows of foreign currencies sent
by Bangladeshi citizens working abroad for
the last several months, the volume of
reserves in IMF arithmetic has been hovering
in-between US$19.0 billion and $21.0 billion.
Sources at Bangladesh Bank (BB) have said
the additional inflow of remittances helps
stop forex bleeding by making the
international reserves stable amid payment
buildups over the years.

They say the increased remittance has been
used to meet foreign- currency obligations of
banks because of growing government
imports, overdue payments by the banks,
public debt-servicing and to minimise the gap
between imports and exports.

"That's why you don't see significant jump in
reserve stock. But it is stable and stays close to

g

$20 billion even after clearing ACU (Asian
Clearing Union) payments amounting to $1.75
billion early this month," said one BB official,
on condition of anonymity.

In fact, the record inflow of remittance in
recent times helps stop further depletion in
the forex reserves, the central banker
explains.

According to BB data, the forex-strapped
country received $2.53 billion in February last,
which was the third-largest monthly
remittance earning in the country's history

-

after December 2024 (%$2.63 billion) and July
2020(52.60 billion).

In the first 18 days of this month, remitters
sent foreign currencies equivalent to $2.12
billion, And the reserves stood at $19.86
billion in accordance with BPM6 until March
18, 2025, The reserve size was $20.95 billion,
$19.96 billion and $21.39 billion by the end of
February, January and ==
December 2024 respectively.

Foreign commercial liabilities in |

private sector decreased

B foroxrservesover
arond S19.0-S2100

m‘t%ﬁmlmt' hig

" © Economists, BB officials

significantly in February this calendar year
following higher inflow of remittances
alongside close monitoring by the central bank,
Payment overdue against foreign letters of
credit (LCs) dropped more than 76 percent to
Us%105 million by the end of February 2025
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Bangladesh’s share in US

STAR BUSINESS REP'OR'I‘

Hanglade‘-*.h S qhare in lhc U‘: appa.l‘PJ
markel declined slightly in 2024 as
shipments fell due to high inflation in
American markets.

Last vear, Bangladesh held an 8.85
percent share of the US apparel market,
down from 8.89 percent in 2023 and 9.33
percent in 2022, according to data from
the International Trade Centre (ITC),

Bangladesh exported garments worth
$9.82 billion in 2022, $7.25 billion in
2023, and $7.40 billion in 2024 to the US,
ITC data shows.

In the same vears, the US imported
garments worth $105.35 billion, $81.59
billion, and $83.71 billion globally.

However, with the continuation of the
Trump-era tariff policies, Bangladesh's
garment exports to the US have been on
the rise, as work orders are rebounding.

The bounce back of Bangladesh’s
garment exports to the US is also
noticed as the country has outperformed
compeltitor countries to attain the highest
vear on-year growth in apparel shipments
to the US market in January, as American
retailers and brands are placing large
volumes of work orders here to capitalise
on the favourable tariff regime.

[n January, garment exports to the
US from Bangladesh increased by 45.93
percent year-on-year to $799:65 million,
according to data from the Office of
Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA) of the US.

Exporters said this happened as the
Trump administration raised tariffs on

Share of -
';Bangladesh’
'apparel in

2022

imports from China and Mexico, creating
an advantage for Bangladesh in the us
market.

In the runup to the presidential
election, Trump had declared that he
would impose high tariffs on goods

2023

imported from China, Mexico, and other
countries if elected.

Right after taking office, he increased
the tariff on Chinese goods from 25
percent, which he had set during his last
tenure as US president, to 35 percent.

apparel market declines

b : B
INTERBATIONAL TRADE CENTRE

2024

On the other hand, Bangladeshi
exporters have long laced a 15.62 percent

duty on exports to the US. Under the|
current circumstances, Bangladesh has|
the opportunity to increase exports to the |

Us.
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THE BUSINESS STANDARD

Order shifting
from China
benefits
Bangladesh

RMG exports
to EU
bouncing

back

RMG - BANGLADESH

Bangladesh remains second-
largest apparel exporter to

EU after China

Bangladesh’s apparel exports to the European

| Unlon began 2025 with a remarkable 60.9%
| incresse reaching €191 billion (equivalent to

FRIDAY 21.03.2025

RMG exports to EU jump
by 61% to €1.91b in January

The Eurostat data shows that the EU’'s overall
apparel imports from different countries wit-
nessed a significant surge in January 2025, with
total imports reaching €8.29 billion, up 31.9%
from €628 billion in January 2024,

China, the largest apparel supplier to the EU,

maintained strong growth, with total exports in-

creasing by 40.9% to €238 billion in January 202s.
- The country’s knitwear exports to the EU
grew by 45.3% to €1.23 hillion, while woven ex-
ports tose by 36.4% to €1.14 billion.
Bangladesh remained the second-largest ap-
parel exporter to the EU after China.
The EU’s apparel imports from Turkey in Jan-

| Thes.578 cvore) in January, compared to €1.19 bil- yary 2005 increased by 5.4% to €874.09 million

| Bom in the seme month a year ago.

. OF these, knitwear exporis surged by 64.2%,
| while woven apparel exports increased by 56.3%,
’ arcording to data from Eurostat, the statistical of-
| fice of the EU, released on Tuesday.

{ Interms of quantity, Bangladesh's readyimade
| garment exports to the 27-nation economic bloc
| alsn witnessed a substantial surge in January
| 2005, increasing by 58.1% to 126.86 million kile-
| grams from 80.25 million kilograms in the same
| month of the previous year.

This strong growth solidifies Bangladesh's
| position as a key supplier to the European mar-
| ket, driven by competitive pricing, preferential
| trade facilities under Everything But Arms, and
| smprovements in production capacity.
| The president of the Bangladesh Knitwear
' Manufacturers and Exporters Association, Mo-
| hammad Hatem, told TBS that this growth is en-
| couraging for exporters, as it indicates that the
| market is bouncing back to a positive trend.
| “The overll growth has been driven by in-
| exeased capacily, efficiency, and productivity,”
| hesaid.
| Hatem also said a good number of work orders

| are shifting from China to other countries, with

: Bangladesh being one of the key beneficiaries.
He, however, expressed concems over the

' slow progress in improving the law and order

| situation, which he fears can affect buyers' and

| investors’ confidence.

| The business leader called on the government

| to ensure an adequate supply of utilities includ-

| ing gas and electricity and make it prices at af-

| fordable levels to increase exporters’ competi-
fiveness.

| The BKMEA president further noted that not only

the EU market but also the US market is improving

after a prolonged period of slowdown in business.
Hatem explained that thanks to economic

improvements in major markets, CONSUMErs are

| purchasing more apparel items. 1 <=~

L

from €829.21 million in the same month of 2024,
Cambodia’s apparel exports to the EU in January

2025 surged by 725% — the highest among major

THE BUSINESS STANDARD THURSDAY

RMG exporters struggle
as rise in ‘open costing’
by buyers cuts profits

w  Buyerssetprices | g
based on production -
_costbreakdown | N

Open casting
- rosefrom10%to
60% in adecade

AMG - BANGLADESH

REYAD HOSSAIN

Bangladesh’s RMG exporters are seeing profits
shrink as buyers increasingly control pricing
through open costing, which has grown from
10% to 60% of total exports over the last decade.
This pricing method is making it harder for fac-
tary owners to stay profitable, with some even
facing financial losses. « *

. million in January 2025. Vietnam's apparel ex-

RMG MAKERS' TROUBLES WITH OPEN COSTING

Low-cost items like

- most

- exporting couniries — reaching €420.9 million. Knit-
wear exports rose by 71.6% to €256.2 million, while
woven appatel jumped by 73.9% to €164.7 million.

The EU’s apparel imports from India in-
creased by 44.5% year-on-year, reaching €397.7

ports to the EU in January 2025 climbed by 34.3%
to €398.6 million, with knitwear rising by 26%
and woven apparel increasing by 40.7%.

_ Exporters stated that Vietnam’s steady expan-
sion underscores its appeal as a reliable sourcing
hub, benefiting from a well-developed supply chain
and FTAs such as the EU-Vietnam FTA, which offers
preferential tariffs on many textile products,

Pakistan’s apparel exports to the EU grew by
31.9%, reaching €347.7 nﬂﬂnnlnﬂlanum'y 2025, Pa-
kistan’s woven apparel exports to the EU increased
by 42.8% to €175.6 million, while knitwear grew by
22.5% to €172.1 million.

27.03.2025

BANGLADESH’S

APPAREL PRICES
OWER THAN

COMPETITORS

» 21.39%
lower than
China

i

» 32%

lower than
Turkey

» 26.75%
lawer than
India

(Open costingis
‘used for large
‘bulkorders

T-shirts, denim -
affected

AT A

What is open costing? ;

Under open costing, buyers determine product
prices based on a transparent breakdown of pro-
duction costs, including raw materials, labour,
overhead, and profit margins. This system gives
buyers greater control, but factory owners say it
does not account for unexpected costs, such as
sudden supply chain disruptions, delays in raw.
material supply, being forced into underhand
dealings, or unexpected labour unrest that shuts
down factories —allof ¥ T O
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RMG exporters struggle

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 > G.n;nlnt_.andTiqlb'.—' oA T

which increase production costs. In FY24, Bangladesh exported
; B nearly $36 billion worth of apparel
Factory owners speak out products, including home textiles.
Inamul Hag Khan Bablu, Managing Among these, H&M stands out as the
Director of Ananta Garments, said 1argest single brand, sourcing nearly
due to open costing, profit margins ﬁmmmw
have completely decreased, Even  Shovon Islam said, “Typically,
a slight deviation here and there Ordersover1lakh pieces are priced
leads to losses, because since buy- using open costing. Since large
ers nominate factories for most of buyers place large-scale orders,
the raw materials, there is no way they adopt this approach.

to deviate fram that

Gazipur factory. More” factory clo- ﬁé-ﬁsupodﬂedm:‘mhatltisnm :

sures in Ashulia added to the losses.
Shovon Islam, Managing Direc-
tor of Sparrow Group, which exports
$300 million worth of garments an-
nually, said 70% of their orders are
priced through open costing. He de-
scribed it as “walking a tightrope”,
as it assumes stable production
conditions - something that is often
unpredictable in Bangladesh.

Low profit margins and com-
petitive pressure

Garment exporters say intense
competition among factories in
Bangladesh is further weakening
their ahility to negotiate prices.

They say they are currently only
given a profit margin based on the
cost of making, which ranges from
1% to 4%6. .

They further add that in open cost-
ing, buyers also factor in various tax
and cash incentive benefits provided
by the government to RMGs, mean-
ing these benefits are not reaching
the exporters but are instead ending
up in the buyers' pockets,

The other method of price de-
termination is known as Freight on
Board (FOB) pricing where prices
include different cost factors; open
costing does not allow extra profit
from raw materials and accessories,

While open costing is used glob-
ally, factory owners argue that
in India, Vietnam, Thailand, and
Cambodia, it works better because
these countries have higher profit
margins and fewer disruptions.

Shovon Islam says, “In most
cases, around 60% of the product’s
inputs must be sourced from the buy-
er's nominated suppliers. The remain-
ing costs also need to be disclosed to
the buyer. On this, a maximum of 3%
profit margin can be made.”

bulk orders ;
Entrepreneurs say large bulk or-
ders are primarily priced using this

high-value or specialised apparel,
but rather low-cost basic items like
basic denim, T-shirts, polo shirts,
etc, that are most commonly priced
using open costing. “Since Bang-
ladesh primarily produces basic
items, we are at a disadvantage
when it comes to pricing.”

Do buyers lower prices even
further?

Several exporters say sometimes
buyers do not even want to pay
the price determined through open
costing.

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Fatullah Apparels
Limited, told TBS, “Let's say, under
open costing, the price for a T-shirt
is $1. However, instead of placing
the order at this price, the buyer will
then approach four more suppliers,
asking if they are willing to accept a
lawer price through a tender process.

“Some may agree to take the
order at $0.98, others at $0.96, and
ultimately, the lowest bidder will
win the order.”

This race to the bottom puts
more pressure on exporters, Ex-
plaining why they accept orders at
such lower prices, he said, “Some
factories have excessive capacity.
When there is little work, the risk

| of losses due to wages, overhead

costs, and other expenses increas-
es, To reduce these losses, facto-
ries may take orders at break-even
points or even at a loss.”

The Fair Wear Foundation, an
organisation focused on ethical
garment production, says brands
must take responsibility for fair
pricing and improve transparency
in open costing. :

TBS reached out via email to
H&M, Walmart, and Gap Inc to
inquire about the percentage of
sourcing from Bangladesh and
the allegations of low pricing on
Bangladeshi garments. While H&M
responded to the email, the brand

method. Major brands that source declined to share the information

large quantities from Bangladesh
include Inditex, H&M, Marks %
Spencer, Primark, C&A, Walmart,

due to business confidentiality.
“The open costing method is in
place in all our sourcing markets.

Bangladesh is one of our largest
production markets and we are
committed to developing respon-
sible purchasing practices in place
that ensure we are a fair business
partner to our suppliers,” H&M
Group replied.

Can exporters unite to raise
prices? :
Factory owners say “unhealthy
competition” among local export-
ers is making it easier for buyers to
push prices down. They see setting
standards for price increases and
maintaining unity among suppliers
as a solution.

An RMG company's managing
director, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told TBS, “If all factories
decide to raise prices by 10%, buyers
would not leave Bangladesh.”

He added that despite rising
costs, Bangladesh remains one of
the cheapest garment suppliers — but
exparters still accept orders at aloss.

Data from UK Trade Info indi-
cates that during the January-Octo-
ber period of 2023, the average price
of apparel products exported from
Bangladesh was 21.39% lower than
those from China, 32% lower than
those from Turkey, and 26.75% low-

er than those from India.
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Set up factories in Bangladesh,

sell products globally

Dr Yunus tells Chinese businesses

Beijing (China), Mar 29 (UNB): Chief
Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus on
Friday invited the Chinese business
leaders to be part of new Bangladesh
and its transformation engaging
extensivelyin terms of doing business
for mutual benefit.

Dr Yunus invited top Chinese
companies to invest in Bangladesh
and make the country a
manufacturing hub to export their
products to the West and Asia.
"Bangladesh is the hub (for doing
business)... we could be the
production hub of this entire region,
Set up your factories in Bangladesh,
sell to the whole region and sell to the
whole world," he said, describing
Bangladesh's advantage and position
with huge access to the world market,
The Chief Adviser said the amazing
location of Bangladesh makes it avery
exclting country for the investors.

He said Bangladesh is strategically
located and it is the doorway for
landlocked countries of Nepal and
Bhutan and seven northeastern
states of India.

DrYunus participated in an event
called "Investment Dialogue" with

Chinese business leaders to inform
the Chinese investors about the
business-friendly environment in
Bangladesh and attract Chinese
investment in Bangladesh.
The Chief Adviser said Bangladesh
has an advantage of a huge young
population full of energy, creativity
and aspirations. "That's the exciting
part of Bangladesh."
He said there is no shortage of young
pecple, both men and women, and
they are very oriented to the new
world, new way of thinking and new
way of doing things.
"They are very quick to adopt, very
quick to learn if you are making
assembly plants, or if you are making
any technologically oriented
businesses. | think it would be good to
consider Bangladesh," Dr Yunus said.
He said Bangladesh oversees the
whaole Bay of Bengal as its practical
point with huge access to the world
through Bay of Bengal. .
""So, Bangladesh is your path, not only
for Bangladesh itself, but the three
other major regions. You can haye
this advantage of having businesses
in this whole region through

Bangladesh. That's the most exciting
part of it," Dr Yunus said.

The Chief Adviser hosted four
interactive meetings with more than
100 leading entrepreneurs and CEOs
of China to share how Bangladesh is
now open for business, Chief
Adviser's Press Secretary Shafiqul
Alam told UNB.

He also described the benefits of
relocating their factories to
Bangladesh, saying the country faces
no trade restrictions and it offers
some of the best competitive
advantages and opportunities to
foreign direct investors.

Prior to his speech, Ashik Chowdhury,
Executive Chairman for BIDA and
BEZA presented the case for the
country titled 'Bangladesh 2.0:
Gateway to Growth.'

Chowdhury focused on data and
shared sectoral heatmaps, demand
landscape and factors of production
competitiveness.

He also shared some of the
investment climate reforms the
interim government is undertaking
such as AEO, collocation of agencies,
relationship management model etc.

THE FIN AN CIAL EXPRE&
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"Xianzai jeng shi shihdu," he told the
audience, meaning the time is now.
This call comes on the back of the
significant progress being made
recently on the Chinese Special
Economic Zone project initiated by
BEZA.

Chowdhury also shared that he is
already seeing clear synergyin
merging organisations like BIDA and
BEZA as one works to build and other
promotes.

Li Qingshuang, the Vice Chairperson
of CCPIT, the Chinese chamber of
commerce and industry, also spoke at
the Bangladesh investment dialogue.
She said Chinese investors were going
global and many of them were
interested in investing in Bangladesh.
Li also asked Bangladesh authorities
to host more investment promotion
events in China as many investors
were still not aware of the benefits of
setting up factories in the South Asian
country.

The CCPIT Vice Chairperson said her
organisation would facilitate more
Chinese investment in Bangladesh,
and pledged to create a platform to
promate investment to Bangladesh.
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AT LEAST seven people were
killed and four other injured
in road accidents in Rajshahi,
Munshiganj, Faridpur, Laksh-
mipur and Bogura on Monday.

New Agé staff correspond-
ent in Rajshahi reported that
three people were killed and
three others injured in a col-
lision between an ambulance
and a truck at Godagari in
Rajshahi.

The deceased were am-
bulance driver Jafar Igbal, 45,
resident of Hoseniganj in Ra-
jshahi city, Sundari Pahan, 60,
of Thakur Joubon Para under
Rani, 35. ’

Besides, Sundari’s daugh-
ter Sumi Rani, som Wasim
+ Murali and granddaughter
Subed Murali were injured

in the accident,

Subed Murali's father Hi-
ralal Murali said that while
transporting Sundari in a gov-
emment ambulance to Rajsha-
hi Medical College Hospital,
the wvehicle mlhdad head-an
with a truck near
in the upazila, leaving her
mother-in-law Sundari, her
sister Aduri and ambulance
driver dead on the spot.

Godagari i station
officer-in-charge Ruhul Amin
but its driver managed to flee
the spot.

The New Age correspond-
ent in Munshiganj reported
that a truck driver was killed

gram highway at Gazaria in
ot
. The deceased, Sohag, 29,

P —

was a resident of Senbagh in
Noakhali.

Gazaria hlghway pohca
outpost in-charge Shaw
Hossain said the body was
kept in the police outpost.

Bangladesh Sangbad Sang-
stha reported that a man was
killed and another injured
after a motorcycle hit a stand-
ing larry on the Dhaka-Khulna
highway in Sankhali area 1n-
der Madhukhali of Faridpur.

The deceased, Abdul Ma-
tin, 32, was a resident of Sripur
in Magura.

Kﬂﬂmpur highway police
station Md Salauddin
Ghowdhnry said that the in-
jured was sent to Dhaka in
critical condifion.

The -BSS reported that a
man was killed after a pickup
van ‘collided with another
pickup van on the Lakshmi-
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The deceased, Monir

- Hossain, 45, was a raw ma-

terial trader and a resident
of Ramgati.
police station

Kamalnagar
OC Md Touhidul Islam said
that the police sent the bady
to Lakshmipur Sadar Hospital
morgue,

The BSS reported that a
rickshaw puller was killed
Wi a Ea
standing rickshaw on the Dha-
ka-Rangpur highway around
ll-lnaupuruf s e

Bogura.

The deceased, Mirajul Islam,
%-W;&rimd
village of the upazila.

In-charge of Sherpur high-
way police camp Azizul Islam
said that a case was filed in
this connection.
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2 workers die in Sirajganj
wall collapse
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Our Corvespondent - Sirajganj

AT LEAST two construction
workers were killed, and
three others injured after a
wall collapsed on them dur-
ing the excavation work of a
drainage system in Shahed-
nagar Byapari Para of Siraj-
ganj on Saturday.

The deceased are Raja
Sheikh, 38, and Komol
Chandra Das, 35. of Behuli
union at Sirajganj Sadar.

Sirajganj fire service of-
ficer Abdur Rahman said
that the workers were
digging underground for
drain construction and as
they dug about five feet, a
6-7 foot high wall from .a
nearby house collapsed,
trapping the five workers
underneath.

The workers were taken
to Sirajganj Sadar Hospital,
where on-duty doctors pro-
nounced the two of them

dead, while one critically
injured worker was sent to
Bogura for advanced treat-
ment.

Sirajganj Sadar police
officer-incharge Humayun
Kabir said that the body of
Raja was kept at the hospital
morgue while the body of
Komol was handed over to
his family.

No complaint was lodged
till filing of this report at
5:00pm, said the OC.
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- Justice for rape, violence
= against women demanded

LEADERS of Samajtantrik
Mahila Fornm at a protest
rally in front of the Na-
tional Press Club in Dhaka
on Friday demanded arrest
and trial of the persons in-
volved in the recent inci-
dents of rape and violence
against women,

They also demanded
the government to ensure
safety of women every-
where, including the pub-
lic transport and an end
to all misogynistic activi-
ties, including the attempt
to change the name of Be-
gum Rokeya University,

ur

President of the forum,

Shampa Basu, condemned
and protested at the re-
cent rape, harassment and
violence against women
at the rally.

Referring to several
incidents of rape, kill-
ing, harassment and vio-
lence against women, she
said that the government
had played an indifferent
role to bring the culprits
to book to stap ﬁ.lrlher
incidents.

‘The involved persons
must be brought to book

immediately,’ demanded
Shampa.
The forum's Dhaka

Metropolitan unit cultural

secretary Susmita Mo-
riom said that the govern-

ment must ensure safety
of women.

She also said that a vest-
ed group was trying con-
spiracy to remove the name
of Begum Rokeya, a promi-
nent feminist thinker,
writer and educator, from
the name of Begum Rokeya
University, Rangpur.

Susmita demanded the
authorities concerned - to
take actions against such
activities.

The forum's Dhaka
Metropolitan unit general
secretary Rukhsana Afroj
Asha, organising secretary
Sharifa Begum and of-
fice secretary Laboni Ak-
ter, among others, spoke
at the rally.

The Samajtantrik Mahila Forum holds a protest rally, demanding arrest and trial of the perpetrators
of the recent incidents of rape and wmenﬁe against women, in front of the National Press Club in

Dhaka on Friday.

— Focus Bangla photo,
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actory shut for indefinite

time amid labour unrest

Our Correspondent .
Cazipur

THE management of a sweat-
er factory on Sunday shut
for indefinite period from
Sunday amid workers' de-
mand for allowance hike and
termination of three senior
staff members of the factory.

Police said that the work-

Group, at Mawna of Sripur
in Gazipur went to the facto-
ry on Sunday morning and
saw a notice on the board at
the factory gate saying the
factory had been shut,

Workers said that they
had been demo ing at
the factory to press home
their 13-point demand since
February 27,

The demands included

operators to senior opera-
tor, cash payment instead of
night snacks, weekly two-
day holiday and termina-
tion of the factory human
resource officers Shahriar
Hossain and Joynal Abedin
and knit operation manager
Moniruzzaman Sumon.

On Saturday, the factory
workers observed work ab-

management announced the
holiday.

SQ Celsius Limited

chief human resource of-
ficer Joynal Abedin said
that there were some rogue
workers who were inciting
the workers to the demon-
stration without any reason.

As per the decision of the
management, we have an-

ers of the SQ Celsius Lim- one-hour lunch break, pro- mands.

ited, a sweater factory of SQ mation of 80 per cent of the

YT AT mﬁiﬁ,awﬁ:ma,;

SFoICa AL (o AT

stention to press their de-

In the the afternoon, the

nounced the closure of the
unit for indefinite period,’
he said.
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B, WTiEhy g e feww e the arrears of 16,142

wIStE = e e wom e ¢ workers from 7 factories of

FEANE WhwE Grete &% e the Beximco Industrial Park

Reslies &% #fm wR1 cemmn e With support of the labour

Labour and employment
ministry- AHM

 Shafiquzzaman handed the

cheque to Beximco Limited

On February 27, labour
and employmenl adviser
retired Brigadier General M,
Sakhawat Hossain said that
the government would pay
the dues of laid-off workers
of the 14 industrial units of
the Beximco Industrial Park
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and finance ministries.

The labour ministry said
that all dues of warkers
of the remaining [actories
would be paid in phases.
On March 8, the govern-
ment handed over a cheque
for Tk 525.46 crore to pay all
arrears of laid-off workers
and staff of 14 closed facto-

Park

Employment.

of Beximco }ndusu:ial

in phases from March 9.
The adviser revealed that
the Finance Division would
provide Tk 325,46 crore and
Tk 200 crore would come
from the central fund under
the Ministry of Labour and

About 31,679 workers
and 1,565 other staff were
employed at the Beximco In-:
dustrial Park units. o
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Tea Workers Union demands

fair wages, full festival bonus

Hasanat Kamal - Moulvibazar

THE Tea Workers’
ion at a
o AT
manded the fair and
full festival bonus of the tea
workers' mjarmliglnusfea—
tival

‘i‘hsyalsomgsd the au-
thorities to increase wages

Un-

the meeting was at-
tsnd:ed by Bangladesh Trade
Union Sangha Moulvibazar
general secretary Ranjit Bis-
was, Dhrubotara Cultural
Organisation general secre-
tary Amolesh Sharma, Tea
Warkers' Union Moulvibazar
general secretary Harinaray-
an Hazra, among others.
Speakers at the meeting
emphasised that accord-
ing to agreements with tea
estate owners and the gov-
ernment’s minimum wage
gazette for the tea industry,

i all tea workers will receive their
- a festival bonus of Tk 3,713

for Phagua.

S =2 A

But, some tea garden
authorities, however, are
attempting to replace the
festival bonus with an attend-
ance-based incentive, which
the union opposes,

The tea workers' leaders
reiterated that the festival
bonus should be equal for
all workers and not be linked
to attendance records, de-
manding the festival bonus
must be paid to all workers
by March 13, ahead of the
Phagua celebrations,

Expressing frustration over

their daily wage of only Tk
178.50, the tea workers have
stressed that it is inadequate

for the soaring cost of living.

Many tea workers strug-
gle with hunger and pov-
erty, vet their hard work
contributed to the highest
lea exports in the past seven
years in 2024. Despite this,
many tea estates, including
12 state-owned National
Tea Company gardens, as
well as many estates in
Moulvibazar, Sylhet and
Habiganj are delaying wage
payments.

Additionally, many estates
have not deposited workers'
provident fund contribu-
tions, they mentioned.

Union leaders also high-

TIF] : WATATT Sb TG 280

Dhaka : Tuesday 4 Marph 2025

lighted that the 2023-2024
wage period had already
ended without any wage in-
creases, and no revision was
announced for the 2025-
2026 period,

Currently, a worker's
weekly ration consists of
only 3. 27kg of rice or flour,
which is insufficient to sus-
tain a family.

The union leaders also
called for an organised
movement to press the de-
mand for fair wages, ad-
equate rations, land rights,
annual leave, and democrat-
ic labour laws to ensure fair
treatment.
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ylocked as road

£
accident kills RMG worker

Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST six le were
killed in road accidents in
Barishal, Bogura, Gazipur
and Lakshmipur on Wednes-

New Age carrespondent
in Barishal reported that
two people, including a van
driver, were killed in a road
accident on Barishal-Dhaka
highway in the Medina Bus
Stand area of Gaurnadi in
the district,

The two deceased were
the van passenger Abdur
Razzak, 47, an employee of
the Gaurnadi Municipality
and a resident of Dakshin
Palradi village and the van
driver Swapan Khan, 60,
of Ramjanpur village under
Kalkini in Madaripur, Gaur-
nadi highway police station
officer-in-charge ~ Aminur
Rahman said.

and Civil Defence station of-
ficer Bipul Hossain said that
the engine-driven van over-
turned after being hit by an
unknown vehicle, throwing
the driver and a passenger of
the van onto the highway.

New Age correspondent
in Gazipur reported that
vehicular movement on
Dhaka-Mymensingh  high-
way was suspended as the
workers of a garment fac-
tory put up barricade on the
highway at Bagher Bazar
area in Gazipur Sadar in the
district, protesting the death
of a fellow in road accident.

The workers of Golden Re-
fit Garments Limited took to
the.street at Bagher Bazar in
the upazila around 8:00am,
halting vehicular movement
on the busy highway.

Later, the police con-
vinced the workers to lift the

A

blockade at around 10:00am.

The protesting workers
said that Zannatul Ferdous
Tamanna, 32, a worker of
Golden Refit Garments Ltd,
was killed as a truck hit an
auto-rickshaw carrying her
on the way to her workplace
in the morning,

Meanwhile,  transport
workers blocked the high-
way, claiming several of
their vehicles were vandal-
ised.

Despite the police's re-
quest to remove the block-
ade, the workers refused to
comply, prompting the po-
lice to disperse them around
12:15pm.

Assistant superintendent
of the Gazipur industrial
police Md Wahiduzzaman
confirmed the incident.

United News of Bangla-
desh reported that a woman
and her minor daughter connection.
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Transport workers
block roads in Ctg

Chattﬂgram

PUBLIC (ransport workers
staged a protest at a special
traffic police drive against
unauthorised vehicles and
ills parking in Chatto-
gr:fnal city, blocking roads
with vehicles on Saturday.

The protest seriously
disrupted vehicular move-
ment in the city for nearly
four hours before the police
intervened and restored nor-
malcy.

From about 10:00am, t];m

testers by placing vehi-
E]lgi scatteringly blecked
one or both sides of a road
stretch starting from Mu-
radpur crossing to the en-
trance of Bahaddarhat,

stalling vehicular move-
ment through the road
stretch, which is a lifeline
of the city’s road network
connecting other districts,
including Cox's Bazar, and
different upazilas of Chat-
togram.

Among the protesters
were drivers and workers of
CNG-run  aulo-rickshaws,
human haulers and city
buses, the paolice said.

The demonstrators
stated that they staged the
blockade protesting .at the
excessive fines imposed by
traffic sergeants, particu-
larly for parking violations.
They complained that most
crossings in the city, includ-
ing Muradpur, lack desig-
nated parking spaces, forc-

ing them to pick and drop
passengers on the madside

They claimed that traf-
fic police officers in the
city slap fines for different
violations that range from
Tk 5,000 to Tk 8,000. They
also said that drivers have
to pay the fines as vehicle
owners do not pay them.

The . Chattogram . Met-
ropolitan  Police ' daputy
commissioner  (north) of
its Traffic Division, Jainul
Abedin, said that they were
conducting a special drive
since the start of Ramadan
as directed by the CMP
Commissioner, largeting
unauthorised public trans-
port and illegal parking.

On Saturday morning,
a checkpoint was set up at
Muradpur where several

were killed when a truck
hit a van in Beragram under
Dupchanchia in Bogura.

The deceased were -
Roksana Parveen, resident of
Satuapara village in Kahalu
and her daughter Rahia Kha-
tun, 3, said Dupchanchia
police station OC Faridul
Islam.

Angered by the accident,
local people set the truck on
fire following the accident.

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha reported that a
woman was killed when a
truck hit an auto-rickshaw
collided in Char Lawrence
area under Kamalnagar of
Lakshmipur district.

The deceased was Nur
Nahar Begum, 65, a resident
of the same area.

Kamalnagar police sta-
tion OC Touhidul Islam said
that a case was filed in this

9, 2025; 4

aulo- nckshaws. human
haulers and city buses were
fined for violations.

The fines were imposed
as per law, but the workers
refused to pay and demand-
ed that no further opera-
tions be conducted during
Ramadan. They also misbe-
haved with traffic officials
before blocking the roads,’
the CMP DC said.

The blockade started at
Muradpur crossing whers
vehicles were left scattered
across both lanes. Around
an hour later, officers from
the Panchlaish police inter-
vened and dispersed them.
The protesters again path-
ered at the entrance of the
Lalkhan - Bazar-Muradpur
flyover near Bahaddarhat, '
blocking one side of the

road,

Panchlaish police of-
ficer-in-charge ~ Moham-
mad Solaiman said, ‘Fil-

ing cases and imposing
fines under traffic rules are
lawful procedures. We ad-
vised the protesters to voics
their concerns through
their respective organisa-

3

tions.’
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block road as
covered van
kills fellow

Staff Correspondent
READYMADE garment

workers on Monday blocked
the airport road as well as

the elevated expressway in [

Banani's Chairmanbari area

in the capital Dhaka, protest- ji

ing at the death of a fellow
‘worker in a road accident in
the morning.

Several hundred RMG
workers blocked the busy
road for ahout seven hours,
demanding justice for their
fellow warker Minara, who
was run over hy'a covered
van while she was crossing
the airport road at Chair-
manbari at about 6:45am,

triggering severe traffic con-

gestions at Banani and in Apparel workers block the airport road, as a covered van kills one of their fellows, in Banani’s Chairmanbari area in Dhaka on

Monday.

other areas across the city
throughout the day.

In the accident, another
RMG worker was injured,
according to the police.

Traffic movement
through the expressway was
also suspended for more
than two hours, according
to commuters and officials
concerned.

The blockade affected
inultiple routes across the
city and commuters from
all walks of life, especially
office-goers and air passen-
gers, suffered immensely
due to the blockade that
lasted for about seven hours,

The protesting RMG
workers blocked the el-
evated expressway at about
8:40am, disrupting vehicu-
lar movement on different

roads, said Hasib Hasan
Khan, First Dhaka Elevated

Expressway Company Lim-

ited manager for operations
and maintenance.

‘We kept the expressway
clesed for more than two
hours as the protesters took
posilions on the express-
way, he said, adding that
operation on expressway re-
sumed at about 11:00am.

Banani police station
officer-in-charge Rasel Sar-
war said thal RMG workers
blocked the Chairmanbari
road at about 7:00pm af-
ter the accident that killed
Masud Garments Ltd worker
Minara, 19.

“The accident occurred at
about 6:45am on Monday as
a pick-up van hit two RMG
workers — Minara and Su-
maiya. Minara died on the

RMG workers block road

Continued from page 1

spot while injured Sumaiya
was taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital,
he said.

The traffic movement
had become normal since
the protesters left the road
at ahout 1:30pm, he said,
adding that the covered van
was seized while the police
was frying to apprehend the
driver,

The blockade created
huge tailbacks on either side
of the roads at Banani, Utta-
ra, Khilkhet, Gulshan and in
other areas in the city. Pedes-
trians were seen using the
footpaths to reach their des-
tinations, but even the foot-
paths were avercrowded.

Many of the commuters
expressed their frustration
on social media platforms
over the severe traffic con-

i
e

gestions on the day.

An office goer wrote say-
ing that he left home for of-
fice at about 7:00am and got
stuck for three and a half
hours on the elevated ex-
pressway,

7 ultimately reached
my office at about 11:00am
while I was supposed be
there by 9:30am,’ he posted.

Meanwhile, the Bang-
ladesh  Road
Authority on Monday tem-
porarily suspended the reg-
istration of the pickup van.

The BRTA's Dhaka Metro-2
Circle in Ekuria area issued
a letter to the pickup van's
owner Md Titon Islam from

Lakshmidhordiya of Dhopail

under Mirpur in Kushtia.
The letter was signed by

BRTA deputy director (engi-

neering) Md Sanaul Haque.

|

— Sony Ramani
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Reidy-made garment (RMG) workers blocked the Dhaka- Mymmlngh nghwzy in Tongl area of Gazipur onTuesday,
. demanding payment of arrears, overtime bills and Eid allowance, — Focus Bangla

Holiday declared at 10 RMG factories
in Gazipur amid workers’ protest

At least 10 ready-made garment (RMG)
factories declared holiday on Tuesday
after workers staged protests over:
unpaid wages and alleged attacks on
their fellows, blocking highways in
Gazipur's Tongi and Kaliakair areas,
reports bdnews24.com.

Protesters barricaded and occupied the
highways from 8:00 am to press for var-
ious demands. The blockades resulted in
severe traffic congestion. Law-enforce-
ment agencies subsequently intervened

decided to close 10 factories in Gazipur.
Earlier, workers from BHIS Apparels Ltd
blocked the Dhaka-Mymensingh
Highway in Tongi area.

After blocking the highway for three
hours, the workers called off their
protests at 11:00 am, allowing traffic to
resume, according to Gazipur Industrial
Police Superintendent A K M Zahirul
Islam.

"We are now discussing their demands
with factory owners, and hope toresolve

ers also withdrew from the Dhaka-

. Tangail Highway after protesting

against the assaults on colleagues at
Globus Garments factory.

The workers had taken to the streets at
around 8:00 am, demanding action
against the perpetrators. The protest-
ers dispersed by 10:00 am, restoring
regular traffic flow, according to
Kaliakair Police Station chief Riad
Mahmud.

Due to the protests, at least 15 nearby

to restore order.
Given the circumstances, authorities

theissue soan," said Zahirul.

factories in Kaliakair were temporarily
Meanwhile, in Kaliakair, the RMG work-

closed, he said.
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Trade unions demand festival

allowance by March 21

Staff Correspondent

GARMENT sector trade un-
ion leaders on Friday urged
the government and factory
owners to pay workers' festi-
val allowances by Ramadan
20, which falls on March 21.

They also demanded that
the wages for March be paid
before the Eid holidays and
that workers be granted a
five-day Eid vacation, simi-
lar to other service sectors.

This year, Eid-ul-Fitr, the
largest religious festival for
Muslims, is likely to be held
on April 1.

Leaders of the Garment
Workers' Trade Union Cen-

tre hold a rally in front of the
National Press Club to press
their demands.

Presiding over the rally,
the organisation’s president,
Mantu Ghosh, said that gar-
ment workers were among
the , lowest-paid labourers.
If they did not receive their
wages and festival allowanc-
es before Eid, they would be
unable to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr
with their families, he said.

He urged the interim gov-
ernment and factory owners
to ensure the payments by
Ramadan 20.

GWTUC  vice-president
Joly Talukder called for an
increase in garment work-

a1

TEY

A

FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025,

Workers to gT
all payment by

ers’ wages to help them cope
with the rising prices of es-
sential commodities.
General secretary - Sad-
equr Rahman Shamim de-
manded the intreduction
of a rationing system for
garment workers, allowing
them to purchase essential
items at lower prices.
Central leaders of the or-
ganjsation, including Ziaul
Kabir Khokan, Dulal Saha,
and Abdus Salam Babul,
alsa spoke at the rally. The
event was followed by a pro-
test procession that paraded
through different city roads.

Meanwhile, the Bangla- .

desh Ga.rment and Sweater

5% M 303¢

Ramadan 20

'IHEI\-ﬁ_nish;ynfLabnu:and
the factory !.[hh.:l'l. i
3 authorities to pay
all ing w liao-
nuses, and dues to workers
by the 20th of Ramadan.

Moreover, they also urged '

the 'entrepreneurs to pay
at least 15 days’ wages for
March, based on their finan-
cial capacity.

These directives were fi-
nalised during a Tripartite
Consultative Council (TCC)
‘meeting held on Wednesday
night at the Srama Bhaban

They also d.lmctud thﬂ.t
no workers should face ter-
mination or layoff before
Eid-ul-Fitr,. according to a

ly m.l::;&lllated to
wage paymmls oliday
schedules

Thamaeuugalsudemded
that to facilitate transac-
tions, commercial banks in
key industrial zones will re-
main open from March 28 to
March 29, 2025.

They will also urge the
finance division and central
bank regarding the potential
cash incentives of the BG-
MEA and BKMEA members.

They also decided to_es-
tablish a central monitoring

cell under tha leadership of
the nddlbﬂn:lﬂimemry (la-
bour) along Tepresenta-
tives from workers’ unions,
factory owners, and relevant
ministries and agencies.
Labour and employment
secretary  AHM  Shafiquz-
zaman chaired the mesting
with the presence of TCC
members, including rep-
resentatives from workers’
unions, factory owners' as-
sociations, law enforcement

U

Workers’ Trade Union Cen-
tre organised a rally in front
of the Narayanganj Press
Club on Friday.

Trade union leaders at the:
rally demanded Eid bonuses
equivalent to workers’ basic
wages. They also called on
the government to ensure
a five-day Eid holiday for
workers, similar to that of
public servants.

BGSWTUC general secre-
tary Kazi Ruhul Amin said that
many factories had outstand-
ing wage arrears ahead of Eid.

‘Pay all arrears before Eid,’
he said, urging authorities to
ensure that workers receive

their full wages for March.
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labour situation, including

plans for the distribution
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SATURDAY MARCH 15,2025
CHA'TRA1, 1431 BS
The Bally Star

RMG workers

HCMIETT 'S {IG

WA | 35 7B S0%¢

block highway T[T A

for Eid bonus

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Around three hundred workers of a ready made
garment factory blocked dl;e Dhaka- Myn;gl;lrr:jgat‘;
highway in Gazipur's Basan arca yes v
morning to press home their 14 point demands,
including Fid-ul Fitr bonuses. :

Gazipur Industrial Police Inspector Faruk
Hossain told The Daily Star that the workers of
the factory took position on the road at Telipara
around 8:30am, halting vehicular movement in
the area.

However, traffic movement returned 1o normal
around noon following discussions between the
factory owners, the palice and workess, said Traffic
Police Inspector Abdullah Al Mamun.
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RMG workers block Dhaka-M'singh
highway protesting closure of factory
15 factories declare holiday

S W + (I, 38 W6 08¢,

GAZIPUR, Mar 22 (UNB): Vehicu!ar movement
on Dhaka-Mymensingh highway remained
suspended for half an hour on Saturday momn-
ing as the workers of a garment factory put up
barricade at Chandona intersection, protest-
ing the closure of a garment factory without
clearing dues and Eid bonus of the workers.
Locals said a tense situation has been prevail -
ing at Zaian Knitwear Fashion Limited in
Chandona intersection over the alleged physi-
cal assault of three officials of the factory by
the workers.

In a row, the factory authorities filed a case
and hung a closure notice on the main gate of
the factory.

Seeing the closure notice on the main gate,
the workers of the factory took to the highway
around 8:30 am, halting vehicular movement.
The workers of different factories expressed
solidarity with them and they also hurled brick
chips targeting different factories. :

On Information, 2 team of joint force rushed
ta the spot and brought the situation under
control, said AKM Zahirul Islam, superinten-
dent of Gazipur Industrial Police.
Meanwhile, the authorities of 15 factories
declared holiday for today to avert trouble.
The vehicular movement returned to normal

tion.
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Just energy

HCMIET @ Y0

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2025,

transition in RMG

sector demanded

LABOUR rights activists = 2
dialogee on Thesday urged
the government o formulste
a national strategy for a just

OXFAM. organised the citizen
dialogue at a hotel in the capi-
tal's Karwan Bazar.

Labour Reform Commis-
sion chairman Syed Sultan
Uddin Ahmed said that en-
ergy transition was inevitahle
and ensuring it was just re-

tect workers' rights," he said.

He called for warkers® par-
ticipation in the transition
process and the rehabilitation
of those affected by it.

Shafiqul Alam, lead en-
argy analyst at the Institute
for Energy Economics and
Financial  Analysis,
.that there were
concern about and a lack of
confidence in the just energy
transition in industries,

He, however, argued that
if the government properly
planned the transition, it
could generate more jobs in-
stead of causing job cuts.

He urged the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exparters Association to play a
key role in upholding workers’
tive director of the Safety and

ts Society, siressed that
{Fl&ing from fossil fuels to
renewable energy was crucial
for environmental sustain-
ability.

“We want this transition to
be just, and workers should

0ot beer e burden " be sead Asma Jahan Hogue, man- tory owners for peioritising

Py Sengi L2, ot oot the
inted out

there were multiple sources

Samseddohe. oacEve di-
rector of the Centre for Pobicy

Researh and Development

noted

highlighted the importance of
zn inclusive national strategy
that beneafits all stekeholders.

He suggested that the gov-
emmeni should pegotiate
mumity for grant-based financ-
ing to support the transition.

president

Sramik Front, criticised fac-
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The Bafly Star

Varlous women's rights organisations held programmes, including procession, rally and human chain, at Gentral Shaheed Minar and in front of Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka
yesterday, marking International Women's Day. The participants particularly demanded the interim government's attention towards handling the crisis in women's safety
throughout the country in the recent weeks. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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Equal rights for

WOImen a rmust
Say activists; systemic barriers
hinder women’s progress, says
Prof Anu Muhammad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women's rights activists at a rally vesterday urged the
government to ensure law and order at any cost.

They also demanded equal opportunities for
women, the withdrawal of reservations on o clauses
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the abolition
of child marriage, and equal property rights for wornen.

The rally was organised by the Social Resistance
Committee, 2 platform of 67 women’s and human righrs,
and development organisations, at Dhaka Central Shaheed
Minar, marking International Women'’s Day 2025,

Dr Fauzia Moslem, president of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad, emphasised the ongoing struggles women face
and calied for unity to overcome these,

Nijera Kori Coordinator Khushi Kabir highlighted the
rise in sexual violence against women in public spaces and
the lack of acoounability for perperrators.

Shahnaz Sumi. direcior of Bangladesh Nari Pragaci
Sangha, pointed out that women, wh.o make up half the
population, are unsafe evervwhere. She urged immediate
government action 1o ensure their security.

Sahida Parvin Shikha, general secretary to the Trade
Union Centre, stressed the need for strict legal action
against perpetrators of violence 2gainst women.

Shakti Foundation Deputy Director Nilufa Begum
"voiced concern over the growing insecurity of women,
criticising the culture of impunity for offenders.

Equal rights

FROM PAGE 3
Coordinator Falguni [ripura
emphasised that when any
woman -- regandless of race,
ethnicity, or social class -
faces violence, society must
unite in protest without
discrimination,

Mahila Parishad General
Secretary  Maleka Banu
said that while Bangladeshi
Women are progressing,

—~ammdmablicerd and

partcpation of women,
there will be no real change
in Bangladesh. Women's
; ekl viol
and discrimination, have
but the state has failed 10
take substantial action w
address themn. There is also
growing concerr: that the
these problems” said Anu
Muharamard,
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