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The prevailing volatile situation in

the global arena of apparel business
has left two options for Bangladesh:
either it retains its position as an
important apparel hub by boosting
its production capacity up to the
requirement of buyers or gives room
to others com countries. At a
time when Western brands are
searching for cheaper sources of
apparels as part of their push for
moving away from China, the course
of action the country's readymade
garment sector takes can make or
unmake their future. The importers
are doing so because of labour cost
rise in that country and tariff hike
on Chinese exports as an outcome of
the Sino-US trade war. This brings a
great opportunity for Bangladesh to
reinvigorate the sectorand there is
real ground for its expansion. The
apparel sector in Bangladesh hasa
long history of robust growth since
its inception, during which it stayed
competitive in the world arena. Even
in the tumultuous year of July-
August uprising it remained on a
healthy growth path with a double-
digit expansion rate. Butitisa
questionwhethierit witi be able to—
reap benefits from the ongoing
changes in sourcing.

When such is the dilemma, a report
from the Quality Inspection
Management (QIMA) published a
week ago came with a mixed bag of
hope and uncertainty for
Bangladesh's RMG sectar, On the
one hand, as QIMA thinks,
Bangladesh's apparel industry may
benefit from Western brands' move
away from China and US

at a crossroads

“The RMG sector must also strengthen
its capacity and do everything possible
to win confidence of foreign brands

suggests
Sarker Nazrul Islam

administration's impaosition of
higher tariff on Vietnamese
products considering the country a
'middleman’ for China's business,
However, beside this prospective
note, QIMA alleges a rise in work
hour and wage related labour rights
violatians in Bangladesh.

Though Western brands still see
China as a reliable source to build up
a buffer stock of China-made
apparels to minimise disruption
amidst the trade war between two
economic giants, the European and
US buyers continue search for
cheaper alternative sources. A QIMA
‘survey finds that some &7 per cent
of EU-based businesses have
already started sourcing from
countries other than China. In this
connection, it can be examined to
see how far Bangladesh is ready to
reap benefits from the current state
of affairs.

Bangladesh with an extensive
network of apparel industries, a
strong contingent of skilled workers
and the professional expertise has a
great chance of profiting from the

current situation by way of getting
more orders diverted to it. But to
achieve it, the stakeholders in the
country's RMG sector must pursue
aggressive market expansion
policies. They should also make
optimum utilisation of the existing
tranquil socio-political
environment in the aftarmath of the
July mass uprising. The RMG sector
must also strengthen its capacity
and make utmost efforts towin
confidence of foreign brands. This is
how Bangladesh's apparel sector
can get a large share of the pie.

The on-going situation indicates
the possibifity for Bangladesh o™
maintain an edge over its rivals, But
nothing is easy and free from
challenges in this highly
competitive world. Bangladesh will
have to triumph over its rivals to
hold on to its position. Vietnam and
india are the strongest rivals of
Bangladesh in grabbing a share of
the global RMG market likely to be
vacated by China. Pakistan and Sri
Lanka are rising challengers for the
country. While India's apparel

==zl BT
exports in last September increased

by over 17 per cent, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka enjoyed a rise in orders last
year.

Bangladesh has more things to be
worried about. Some of
Bangladesh's garment factories
have recently closed operations in
the wake of strong workers
maovement over wage related issues.
Some other factories failed to pay
their workers in time. Then, there
are also the compliance problems,
These are real challenges for
Bangladesh's RMG sector. But thisis
not an exhaustive inventory of the
hurdles. There is also QIMA's
allegation about rising labour rights
violation in the country's RMG
factories. According to the above
compliance solutions provider,
critical issues related to work hours
and wages recorded in one-third of
Bangladesh's RMG units nearly
doubled in 2024 compared to 2023.
Even a more serious allegation is
that a certain percentage of
facilities still tend to resist
improvement of factory
environment. Labour unrest is a very

~ common probiem in the country"

RMG hubs, Workers very often come
down tao the streets to demonstrate
over various issues. Production in
factories is seriously disrupted in
such restive situations.

However, factory owners have their
own explanation of workers'
movement. They usually attribute
workers' strike and work abstention
solely to conspiracy by outside
forces. Such a possibility cannot be
ruled out altogether; but the
conspiracy theory fails to explain
the whole situation. Only sucha
one-sided approach without
addressing other genuine issues
related te workers' rights is unlikely
to bring a sustainable solution of
the problem and ensure peaceful
environment conducive to smooth
production,

For a lasting solution to the problem
of labour unrest and for the sake of
uninterrupted production, a holistic

.approach will have to be adopted for -

striking a balance between the
interests of both the workers and
the factory owners. There are also
the compliance issues that need to
be addressed with due diligence,
RMG factory owners must advance
cautiously and with measured steps
to face the challenges in the
changing apparel sourcing
landscape. This changing scenario in
the garment manufacturing arena
offers the country a great
opportunity to boost its industry.
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MONIRA MUNNI
Scrap ship import was

Bangladesh maintained its 23.53pclessin

position as the world's top

holding a so-called Statement Corporation - and the more

of Compliance withthe Hong
Kong Convention from

Japanese classification society Statementsof Compliance -

ClassNK, has lost its

ship-breaking destination in 2024 than the enﬁmnmnﬁld&mmmn:fea
.| 2024 despite a fall inimports i Bangladeshasa

of scrapped vessels Prece‘j it investigations, it noted.

compared to 2023, Responding to queries aver

The country imported 130 scrapped ships last year which was
23.53 per cent less than 170 ships imported in the preceding
year 2023, according to data from the NGO Ship-breaking
Platform (NSP) -- an NGO advocating for safe and ethical ship

safety, Mr Arefin claimed that cxecutivedlmctnroftheﬂsﬂ
there are only 30 to35yardsin shipbreaking Platform.

operation thatwant to be

THEFINANCIALEXPRESS Tuesday » February 4, 2025 _ﬂ_m_h'hl‘
lives of sixworkers compliant and workingover i

BD Stlll holds %Egﬁw?zilgﬁfmﬁm%ww-m

tOp POSItion in =nEemiemy s

ship-breaking ===""7 &xl0 " e,

are not licensed to operate

than 100 beaching yards that nationally maintain their
have similarly obtained Statement of Compliance,
Ingvild Jenssen added.
supposedlyfulfils the "Clearly, the upcoming entry
requirernemsnf the Hong into force of the Hong Kong
Kong Convention says much Convention does not provide

about the low standards set by thesolutions needed to shift
the IMO," said Ingvild Jenssen, the sector towards sustainable
shiprecycling," Ingvild Jenssen
said in a statement.

N'rclwhuleﬂ':elmﬂsmgnom munni fc@ynhoo.wm

dismantiing.

during the delay, he said.

claimed.

world 45 ships dismantled.

However, industry insiders claimed that imports of ship
witnessed significant decline both in number and in tonnage
due to letter-of-credit (L/C)-opening issues thanks to the US
dollar crisis and other related ones.

also noted that total tonnage of imported ships fell
hinting at a shift towards smallervessels.

"We are unable to open L/C for large-sized vessel due dollar
shortage whileit needs approval from the central bank for
opening L/C over $3.0 miilion," said Hossainul Arefin,
exacutive committee member of Bangladesh Ship Breakers
and Recyclers Association (BSBRA).

Obtaining various approvals, including environmental
clearances, can take up to two months, accruing bank interest

Besides, the industry's reclassification from "orange" to
"rad" has increased the number of required certifications, he

Ships brought in previously used to weigh 40,000 to 50,000
tonnes on average. But ships imported now are weighing
about 2000 tonnes, according to industry insiders.

Despite the industry's assurances of improved safety
measures and declining accidents, rights groups remain
concerned about the human and environmental hazards
associated with ship-breaking globally.

According to NGO Shipbreaking Platform, in 2024, India
imported scrapped ships, with 101, followed by Turke'y 84,
Pakistan 24, and the European Union 25 and the rest of the

in 2022, Bangladesh imported 122 end- of -life ships for
dismantling, down from 254 in 2021, This follows a downward
\trend since 2019 when the country brought in 236 ships. The
figures for 2020 and 2018 were 144 and 185, respectively.

Local reakersattdbutedthedeclmemrﬁnginlm

STTT LI aLLur 3 LU U e ml‘ﬂ'l'l,mu-n—-—-—-rtu.-—-—.-—

GREGE "‘ﬂmmmPpmg

subsequent shutdowrs. ' ' industry's firstchoice for

They reporteda business scrapping, despite grave
reboundin 2021 due mostlyto  consequences for workers,
pent-up demand, but the local communities and fragile
recent dollar crisis and high- coastal ecosystems.

interest rates are again It said nine workers lost their
negatively impacting trade, lives dismantling ships in
According to BABRA, the total South Asia in 2024, with
tonnage of importedshipsfell  another 45 workers injured due
o less than 1.0 million tonnes to unsafe working practices.
which was around 3.0 million Italso mentioned that SN

' tomnes in the fiscal year of Corporation - which operatesa
207E-19 when Bangladesh yard on the beach of

atotal of 272 ships Chattogram, Bangladesh - saw
fﬁhﬁg. oneof last year's worst
to the platform, accidents.

v 409 ships were While dismantling an oil
“dismantied gioballyin 2024,0f  tanker,a massive explosion

RMG workers block
road in Ctg for dues

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHATTOGRAM, Feb 03:
Workers of a garment factory
staged a protest and blocked
aroadin the portcityon

. Monday to demand their
dues.
Witnesses said hundreds of
workers from "Anwara Dress
Makers" sat on the Bayezid
Bostami road around

9:00am), creating a severe
traffic jam.

Several workers were locked
in a scuffle with two
pedestrians who spoke
against the road barricade.
Due to the blockade

programme, a four-km-long
traffic jam has beencreated

on both sides of the road.

ISEEPAGE 7 COL &

YESTERDAY'S KEY INDICATORS

DSEX Index
DSES Index -
D530 Index

5145 84293
11392374
190980305

19.69600 Points A
2,69125 Poines r
1.45834 Points w

[ 12200 13054 15380
| | FeBs 12200 127.56 e |
[ces 12210 12633 15137

THE FINANCIALEXPRESs February 4, 2025

od

Bank  USD GBP
1‘ ? SCBs 12200 123,84 147 96
| LR, Sl T 488 14893
| PCBs 126 12399 S S |
| Call money rate 9.50% 11.00%
| Previous rate £.50%11.00%

. Theindustrial Policeandthe  ‘tomofrow. N
Chattogram Metropolitan The protesters alsa threatened
Police rushed to the spot to tocontinue their street protest
bring the situation under if the authorities do not pay
control. Later, army theirdues.
personnel joined them. Mohammed Asadujjaman, an
senior officials of the RMG operator of the factory, said,
factory talked to law "We haven't getting salary
enforcers and gaveassurance  and overtime bills for the last
of payment, but the two months.”
agitating workers did not Officer-in-Charge of Bayezid
acceptit. Police Station Md Arfiur
The protesters left the spot Rahman said the situation is
around 6:00pm, declaring now under control. .
that they would stagea nazimuddinshyamol@gmail.com
protest programme agah '
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Many RMG textlle umts
yet to pay Dec wages

Industrzal Polzce da_ta shows

Saddam Hossain -
OVER one hundred raady‘h

madegarmentfacto:yumts-

in the country are yet to
~ pay wages and allowances

of December, 2024 to their
workers within the first
week of February, which is
approaching itsend. .
. According to Industrial

Police’s data submitted to the
home ministry, the factories
from the country’s six indus-
trial hubs are as follows: 18

units from IP-1 (Ashulia), 55

from IP-2 (Gazipur), 12 from
1P-3 (Chattogram), 14 from
: g—g (Narayanganj), 4 frmn

from 117 (Cormila) — ot

104 factories,

A source from the IP said
that the meeting on law and
order situation was held on
the last week of January and

as of that date, the number

 of factories was 104. How-
" ever, as the factories pay fre-
quently, the number might
have changed as of now.

Meanwhile, the country’s
RMG manufacturers denied
the list and said that the data

-might be collected earlier,
The number reduced sig-
nificantly in the last week of

" January, and it is now aboul
20-30 RMG factories or less,
they claimed.

Talking to New Age, Re-
zwan Selim, a member of
the Garment
Manufacturers and Export-

A flle phutn shows a wurker semng clothes at a readymade
garment factory at Savar on the outskirts of Dhaka. Over one
hundred readymade garment factory units In the country’
are yet to pay the wages and allowances of December to
their workers through the first week of February, which is

anpmaching its end.

ers Association’s assistance

committee, said that if such
a Jarge number of faclories
were yet to pay their wages,
it would have heen impossi-
ble.to run them.
I you follow the list of
our closed factories, you can
find that a small number of
factories are closed and they
aren'i closed due to wages is-
sues. I cannot agree with the
list,’ he added.
Agcording to the IP data,
most factories are delaying
of wages due to fi-
umualmsesandmfaﬁmy
units also said that they could
not pay wages and allowances
due to the financial crisis and
lack of purchase otders.
‘However, a number
of factory owners, whose

— New Age photo -

names were an the list, de-
nied it, saying that they had
already paid the wages and
allowances to their workers,

thoughmaysn]lowedwag-'

&g to their staff.

Most of the factory own-
ers denied providing any
comments when contacted.

tion of Alema Textile Lim-
ited, said that they had paid
the wages of their workers,
but were yet to pay the wag-
es of their staff. He also said

‘that they paid their salaries

- mthehrdweekoflanuary

the name of

their factory in the IP’s un-

paid list, he said that the IP

most probably collected the
data earlier.

Khalid Hasan, managing

| director of Mashihata Sweat-- -
ers and

said that his finance depart-

ment could provide informa-

tion about wage payments.
Talking

‘We always rely on the
[P about the list. However, -

as the TP works on real-time

data, it may happen that in
two or three days, the num-
ber can change,’ he added.
Talking to New Age,
AKM Johirul Islam, SP of
[P-2 [Gazipur), said that the
number daily as

changed
- the factories paid their work-

ers. 5o, the number of facto-
ries on the list seemed to be
collected earlier, which will

n- reduce significantly if an up-

dated list is made, he said.
Due to the global eco-

- nomi¢ turmail, domestic

political transition and fuel
and énergy crises, a number
of RMG factories have strug-
gled to run at full capacity
for a long time, which has

impacted their earnings.
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Tea production falls amid
bad weather, quality push

SUKAND\ HALDER

After a rec:ord bigh output
in 2023, the country’s tea
pmducdon declined last year
because of unfavourable weather
conditions and tea estates opting
for quality improvement to
secure better rates.

Tea production stood at 9.30
crore kilogrammes in 2024, down
from 10.2 crore kilogrammes the
previous year, according to the
Bangladesh Tea Board (BTB).

Pijush Dutta, a member of
research and development at the
BTB, said the decline was mainly
due to erratic rainfall last year,
which made weather conditions
unsuitable for tea cultivation.

The tea industry in Bangladesh
dates back 184 years. Most tea
gardens are located in the north-
eastern swathe of Bangladesh,
while many northern districts
have also started growing tea in
recent years.

However, the quality of tea
produced in the northern region
is lower than that of its north-
eastern counterparts.

According to Durtta, tea
estates, including those in
the north, focused on quality
improvement last year, which
could have contributed to the
lower production.

Another factor behind the
decline was the prolonged
closure of 12 state-owned tea
gardens under the National Tea
Company for more than 10 weeks
in 2024 after the August political
chanm‘er he told The Daily

Dunasaidtheboardwas
working 10 ensure that both

—_—
o r—

quality and quantity improve
simultan

‘Meanwhile, tea garden owners
see no potential shortage in the
domestic market despite the
decline, as the surplus from the
record production in 2023 can
cover the shortfall.

According to them, the
country also does not need to
import tea, as local demand has
decreased.

Similar to the tea board, the
Bangladesh Tea Association, a

gardens spanning more than
280,000 acres,

Of these, 90 are in Moulvibazar
district in Sylhet, which accounts
for 55 percent of the country’s
total production. The second-
largest  producer, Habigani,
contributes 22 percent,

The peak tea production
season in Bangladesh is from
June to November, and the
country’s annual tea demand
is currently 85-9 crore kg,
according to industry sources,

platform for garden owners in the
greater Sylhet and Chattogram
districts, blamed inconsistent
rainfall and climate change for
the production decline.

Kamran Tanvirur Rahman,
chairman of the association,
said that tea cultivation requires
moderate rainfall, but higher-
than-usual  rainfall  during
the monsoon season last year
adversely affected the yield.

Bangladesh has 169 tea

EXPORTS HIT 7-YEAR HIGH

In 2024, Bangladesh's tea
exports reached their highest
level in seven years, as compeltitive
pricing gave the country an edge
over major exporters like India
and Sri Lanka,

Exporters said a key driver of
the increase was the preference
of Bangladeshi diasporas for tea
sourced from their homeland,

As  of December 2024,
Bangladesh exported 24.5 lakh

kilograms of tea — the highest
annual volume since 2017, when
exports stood atr 25,6 lakh kg -
according to the BTB.

Last year's exports fetched
the country Tk 382.52 million.
However, tea exports have
Nuctuated widely in recent years.

BTB data shows that exports
stood at 6.5 lakh kg in 2018
before falling to 6 lakh kg in 2019,
While exports rebounded to 21.7
lakh kg in 2020, they plummeted
to 6.8 lakh kg in 2021

.. The, volume has been rising
since, reaching 7.8 lakh kg in
2022 and 10.4 lakh kg in 2023.

Industry insiders attributed
the recent growth to competitive
pricing, as Bangladesh offers
tea at lower prices while Indian
and Sri Lankan brands cater to
premium segments.

Bangladesh  is  currendy
the world’s ninth largest tea
producer, accounting for around
2 percent of global production,
according to the BTA.

China is the largest producer,
followed by India, while Sri
Lanka, Kenya, South Korea, and
Japan are also among the iop tea-
producing nations,

After independence in 1971,
Bangladesh had been exporting
tea to several countries, including
the UE, until 1990,

Despite recent export
fluctuations, the BTB has set an
ambitious export target of more .
than L5 crore kg for 2025 — far
higher than trends in the past
two decades,

The highest amount of tea
exported in a single year was 1.5
crore kg in 2002, accordmg to
the BTR.
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‘Hattigfrom Mymensingh, Tangail and Netrokona, Garowomen
sector. PHOTO: MEHEDI HASAN

Inside the life of a beauty
parlour worker in Dhaka

ST KR i The Garo family had retumed from a visit to
i ‘ é { their hometown in Mymensingh earlier in the

week, where Onamika’s elderly parents live. “My

father is bedridden now so my mother can't look

. During our free time, I would | after my children,” she explained why she decid-

N 5

— primarily of the Mandi tribe — often come to Dhaka mﬂiuinme!:enutypndm

NUSMILA LOHANI

~ despite financial struggles and
the challenges of raising her

i beauty parlour business in Shankar and attends to
One time, I really messed up a i house calls — the couple sends their children to

After years of working in ! : Bl o Pt g

Dhaka’s beauty industry, | practiceonmy colleagues, |  Between two working parents — her husband
i let’s say eyebrow threading. | vorksasaprvatecar driver and Onamika runs her
i

hild il : e 2 client’s eyebrows. She didn’t | the grandparents when the going gets é'mh
children while managing wor i b0 7 i Her youngest two are both in the grade.
: ; ging ' realise it then, but came fmck | b, her secoad youngest Han fgesch impair
Onamika Makhin today runs . the next day. She couldn’t | ment, which Onamika believes was a result of an
her own salon | recognise me. She started 'sf*:;‘:‘:c"hgg life, bound inside a small apartment
5 . yelling at my colleague . This is why the couple sends their children to
namika Makhin had just moved to a three- standing next to me. Malik { Mymensingh every now and then. But this also
bedroom apartment in Shankar. i ! means disruptions in their schooling. One of her
“It isa mess; we justmoved ina fewdays | [beauty parlour owner] ¢ older children, a ninth grader, is currently stay-

ago [from another apartment in the same area],” | gesmrgd to me to go and hide : ing in their hometown to give Onamika’s mother
che said earlier over the phone, But the apartment, ! i ahand with chores.

approximately 500 sq feet in size, housing Onami- on the roof, By the middle of this year, Onamika’s parlour
ka's six-member family, looked well-kept. i aawie { business will turn five years old. For a veteran

She chuckled and pointed at the ceiling fan, | ONAMIKAMAKHIN i beauty parlour worker having worked in the capi-
“We put that up today [on 9 January] actually.” i BEAUTY PARLOUR OWNER i tal since 2003 at the age

e ijmj




Inside the life of a beauty parlour worker in Dhaka

CONTINUED FROM PAGE §
of 14, a business sounded like a suc-
cess story. “l wouldn’t call it that
because it was done when our backs
were against the wall,” said Onami-
ka's husband.

In 2020, Onamika was working at
Farzana Shakil's Makeover Salon,
one of the most popular beauty par-
lours in the country, for more than
a decade. When the lockdown shut

. down her source of income, like most
other beauty parlour workers in the
country, Onamika was helpless.

Hailing from Mymensingh, Tan-
gail anid Netrokona, Garo women —
primarily of the Mandi tribe — often
come to Dhaka and join the beauty
parlour sector. Although official sta-
tistics do not exist, the majority of
the women employed across lakhs
country are Garo women. “I would
say 9o out of every 100 workers are
Garo," said Onamika. :

According to Nomandi, a
non-profit organisation which advo-
cates for ethnic minority rights, its
outdated statistics put the number of
Garo women in the beauty industry
at over 1,000 in the year 2000. “But
that has changed by manifolds,”
sald Bloom Pathang, a representa-

tive of Nomandi. “The flow of Garo
women into this sector increased a
lot after 2000.”

An early start

Onamika’s first family is made up of
two parents and an older sister. The
daughters were sent off to a Chris-
tian missionary school. “I completed
schooling till the eighth grade,” she
said. Later, both sisters travelled to
Dhaka with a relative in their village,

Shortly afterwards, Onamika
started work at a small parlour in
Farmgate, “An extended relative ot
that job,” she said. “Salary was
Tk4o0 a month and housing was pro-
vided.” Two facial beds and a sofa in-
side the parlour were the “housing”
where Onamika slept with two other
employees, "We took turns with the
sofa on alternate nights.”

At first, Onamika was to ohserve
and learn the basics of the trade, “Then
during our free time, 1 would practice
on my colleagues, let's say eyebrow
threading. One time, I really messed up
aclient’s eyebrows. She didn't realise it
then, but came back the next day.

“She couldn’t recognise me.
She started yelling at my colleague
stahding next to me. Malik [beauty
parlour awner| gestured fto me fo

go and hide on the roof,” Onamika
burst out laughing,

Today, she has come a long way.
From small parlowrs across Farmgate
and even in Banani-Gulshan, where
Onamika said she worked only for a
few months, she landed a job at Har-
mony Spa — one of the better-known
patlours in Dhanmondi. “[ started as
an all-tounder,” meaning she was
hired as someone wha could pluck eye-
braws, give pedicures, manicures, hair-
cuts and make-up among other things,
Her starting salary was Tk7,000. ;

[n many establishments, beau-
ty parlour salons provide housing
inside the parlour; others provide
“guarters” like a mess, And some
provide rental allowance.

In the capital, according to Ona-
mika, Shankar, Mohammadpur, Kal-
achhandpur and Badda are the main
hubs where beauty parlour workers
reside. “There's also a difference in
the accommodation provided for
married and single employees,” she
explained, which comes down to size.

Many Garo women also choose
to send their children to their home-
towns while the couple work differ-
ent jobs in the capital.

When Onamika Arst decided to
open a parlour in Shankar, she did
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| AW Jorkers’ protest di

SFupts

container transport at Ctg port

mm‘*ﬂﬂ MLA. Chattogram

Container movement at Chattogram
port has remained suspended since
Tuesday night following a clash
between the workers of prime movers
and the security staff of Chattogram
DC Park earlier that day.

This is because the drivers and

- helpers of container-carrying prime

movers stopped plying their vehicles
after the clash, according to Md
of the Bangladesh Inland Container
Depots Association {IISICDAJ.

As such, not a single export or
i rt container was .
mmm and 21 privateinland
container depots (ICDs) in the last 21
hours till 5:00 pm on Wednesday.

Yesterday, the stalemate even
forced a vessel bound for Singapore
to leave with more than 100 TEUs of

export containers missing from its

expected load.
Alsf). ;gg_ciepaxmre_o_f a vessel

- bound for Colombo, Sri Lanka, has

been postponed by at least a day as it
is waiting for a considerable number

- L__of export containers to reach the

port from ICDs.

T{asan Mahmud, joint secretary
of the Chattogram District Prime
Movers Trailers Workers' Union,
said the workers enforced work
abstention in protest of an assault
on a number of fellow workers by the

security staff of DC Park on Tuesday Wt
i TY: ___ equivalent units (TEUs) of
Singapore-bound export containers could
ivessel Helgoland left the not be sent to the port from
‘port at around 2:00 pm
without taking 101 TEL;;S: D
iners as [ aro 100 pm

B ot o € due following an ailet‘};inn
o7 ement, between security s at

to the workers’ meuadef. D drl-l.*er -
associate director of the of a prime mover, which
ship’s local agent, Trans was heading (o the BM

_Container Depot from the

EVEINDg
The

did nol reach the port

said Ziaaul

Marine Logistics Ltd.

Besides, these

ca destined
the US and Europe may

miss connecting

mother vessels at
port, he

" transshipment
added.
Colombo-bound

Sicilia had to defer its
scheduled departure as
around 380 twenty-foot

depots, sources said.

export

ort.
for P

Witnesses say
with

the thar a private car

AS| rear ending the vehicle.

by the

beaten

The clash broke out

failed to slow down when

i . il was demonstrations near the

exiting the park's parking port = gates, suspending
lot and ended up slightly

The driver was then
park’s

security stafl, prompting

not tell her husband. “He saw the
posters and confronted me. But then
he was so supportive, he helped me
set it up, do a lot of the woodwork,
and decor.”

Deposit for the space was Tk3
lakh, negotiated down from Tks
lakh, recalled Onamika. And her
clients also supported her; someone
gave her the money for a facial bed,
and someone donated a chair, “I
still have that chair," said Onamika,
flashing perhaps the brightest smile
on that chilly winter evening.

Before she opened her own par-
lour, she started to take on private
house calls that same year. She
would provide the same service to
her clients in the comfort of their
homes. After launching her parlour,
she continued.

Onamika works every day. She
got her older sister involved in the
parlour work and employed another
extended relative. The appraximately
200-square-feet parlour comes with
two chairs, one facial bed, one sham-
poo station and anattached bathroom,

What will your children study? “I
cannot say what their interests are. |
will try to afford a full education for
them. [ have to get them enrolled in
school again this vear.”

a group of prime mover
workers to retaliate once
informed. i
The workers then went
on a rampage inside the
park, creating panic among
the park’s visitors as they
protested the assault on a
e?[rfley' also blockaded the
Fouzderhat-Port  Access
Road and port gates In
Chattogram city’s Saltgola

the driver area for hours till early

esterday.
: The workers also staged

the entry and exil of all
container-carrving vehicles
and creating an acule
gridlock that lasted all day.

5‘1’;
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- Wage growth negative
lor 3 years as inflation
outpaces pay rise

MD ASADUZ ZAMAN

Stubbornly high price pressures have kept real
wage growth negative for three consecutive
years, forcing low-income households to cut
back on protein consumption and brace for
food insecurity.

Inflation has outpaced wage growth for 36
consecutive months up to January, despite a
gradual increase in pay gains since January
2021, according to the Bangladesh Bureau of

ng to
...
e w rate at 8.16 percent
in November, 1.78 percentage points below

the inflation rate of 9.94 percent that month,
as per the BBS Wage Rate Index (WRI),

The widest gap between inflation and
wage growth was in July last year, at 3.73
percentage points.
~ Economists say this widening disparity has
forced low-income and unskilled workers to
reduce food consumption due to declining
real incomes,

A recent report by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on
Bangladesh supports the assertion.

The FAO said that the number of people in
Bangladesh facing high levels of acute food

insecurity increased by 70 lakh to 2.36 crore
in December last year, compared to 1.65 crore
during the April-October period of 2024,

“The widening gap has been pushing low
and limited-income groups to the brink for
years," said Mohammad Lutfor Rahman,
a professor of economics department at
Jahangirnagar University.

“Prolonged high inflation will inevitably
erode people’s purchasing power and change
their food consumption habits,” he added.

In January, the overall food inflation was
10.72 percent, down from 12.92 percent in
December 2023, .

FROM PAGE Bl
Food inflation has remained above

crossed 9.5 percent in every month
of fiscal year (FY) 2023-24 except
for February and June.

However, in urban areas, food
inflation reached 14.63 percent
in November, disproportionately
affecting the urban poor.

Echoing Rahman’'s views, Prof
Selim Raihan, executive director
of the South Asian Network on
Economic Modeling (Sanem), said
declining real wages lorce people
to reduce protein intake and opt for
lower-quality food.

“Responding to high inflation,
people would initially cut back

" on non-food expenses such as
entertainment and clothing. If that
is not enough, they would start
-reducing their food consumption,”
he said.

nutritious  foods and opt for

- 9 percent since May 2023 and:

. Eventually, they start skipping
) _ service sectors.

Vage growth negative for 3 years

cheaper, lower-quality alternatives,”
added the economist.

In January, wage growth in the
agriculture sector was 8.41 percent,
up by 0.04 percentage points from
December. Wage growth in the
industrial sector increased by 0.03

income and unskilled
workers to reduce food '
consumption dueto
declining real incomes
percentage points to 7.80 percent,
while the service sector saw a
0.01 percentage point rise to 8.44
t.

The Wage Rate Index, or WRI,
tracks the wages of informal workers
paid daily across 63 occupations
in the agriculture, industry and

To tame the stubbornly high
inflation, Prof Rahman urged the
interim government to implement
coordinated measures, including '
fiscal and monetary policies.

“The government must
strengthen its monitoring
mechanisms to reduce the .
influence of middlemen in market ~
management,” he said.

A study by the private think tank
Research and Policy Integration for
Development (RAPID) found that
real income reductions caused by
inflationary pressure over the past
two years have pushed at least 78
lakh people into poverty, including
38 lakh who have fallen into éxtreme
poverty.

Besides, another 1 crore people
are at risk of [alling below the
poverty line due to continued
inflationary pressures, the study
said.

Against the backdrop, Finance
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed said on

Tuesday that inflation is expected
to decline to a tolerable level within
the next three months.

“We will take several measures
in February, March and April to
curb inflation,” said the adviser. "If
inflation can be brought down to
6 percent to 7 percent by June, the
interim government will consider it
satisfactory.”

However, Prof Raihan expressed
skepticism about the feasibility of

this goal.
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Hhﬁgud!da'smoiwmy contributing -
muﬂo.aspermtuuumunﬁy'

‘economic gﬁns.m:erthesﬁprm-ntuf

f;-ﬂﬂimedgaods cuttingwastage
increases due to increased demandfor
..fmfaﬂﬂmmﬁngmurevaﬂaﬁmsm
waste production. Such practices :
threaten environmental sustainability,

- especiallywhen a lead time reduction

from 90 daysto s0 days occurredto

“"cater to fast fashion, causing the

regeneration of waste materals to

e happeneverywmks This means,

20-30¢

environmental sustainability and fimit

of 5__.;_.;.cmimm(ECMrequ&es

SUSTAINABILITY; mmwmm _
ready-made garments industry poses a
huge threat tothe environment dueto
excessive usé of water, toxic chemicals
andmnmof!nﬁ'gﬂnthipmdm

X s givenrise to increased

" environmental awarenessand
sustainable pmctieﬁmhelngadupted
by the industry owners. Many factories

imphmwmdm
management sumgiu,:ndradudng

water consumption. However, su!hhes‘e:

initiatives failed toenhance
sustainability In thissector,
Fast fashion, an important ebmpamntm
the global fashion industry, creates
trendy apparel at low rates; I‘iﬁiﬂf L
environmental mmam

influencing constimier behiavion
sustainability lnlﬁzﬁg!s. Su

I mmmnmﬁan emefgy

: ;_effidencymdpmperwaste
- management systems within theRMG

- sector. The government also allows tax.

 benefits and incentives for industries

.- supporting green initiatives. Such .

Industries to install their own
Environmental Treatment Plants (ETP).

’ ﬁ,';_,.m.a»:vfmwmm;

sustainability initiatives are found in

__many.other countries, suchas the

' Indonesian government made
- provisions for zero waste in textiles,

which requires textile manufacturers to

hmmmdnmﬂummﬁﬁkmm e

reqrcle the water used in production

- processesand manage theirsolid waste
e efﬁrjently Similarly, the German :
i pa'llamentpassedtinSupplychmnDue !

Diligence Act (LkSG) in June 2021, which

. focuseson enmnmentalms&aiuahility o
- andhuman rights. Thecountry's -~
iableif theyare
found to have been directly or indirectly
linked to environmental and human
. rights abuses in their global supply
. chain, As one of the main suppliers of
- RMG products, implementation of such’

companies will be

lawsimpacts the RMG sector in

gustaiﬁﬂépricﬁmand ensure t‘ﬁe
pratection of human rights. An industry
needs ta be IS0 certified to operate

" business both at home and abroad. SO '

certification helps ensure wuﬂcpiace

. safety, and environmental ;
- considerations are takemntuaccaunt

ebruary 7,?2025

percent. i
Governments wurldmdehmtnacmd
‘several lawsand policiestopromote -

fesource extortion in the RMGsector.For
. example, Bangladesh's Environmental

gl:_dashandallmme |ndus&'ies to .

interests mrmrkplace safety
revnaimg alackof derm:raif: i

~ waste generation rlseswawlmm'!f __

i | Wnte :

NuzhatFatfmaPumata =
‘and Md Shanawez
- Hossain-r

However, desaitseha'-‘msth!m e
certification, implementation ofthe
policies ceases to exist in manyfamrm: :

_,wlslchralsestl'tegmstm ei!wrmeni
trade-off,

mamnwsrmlmﬂ i
BANGLADESH: Like many other labour-
intensive industries In Bangladesh

| critical accidents in RMG }ialsna very

common pheniomenon whichmostly

s:nemfrﬁminadequacy.mrmpﬂbm and
-weakenfmmntcﬁamby ;
* government institutions. Despite

. government rnw:ﬂ

'sand

accountability and weak national law
enforcement. Manyof thelarge

- industries are me&byswmt

personnel, mean&ngthat[

: frequenﬂy allm:onmsta be pushed

-
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Tea output fall

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

MIZANUR RAHMAN YOUSUF

Experts urge investment
in climate-resilient
varieties

Tea production in Bangladesh dropped
by 1 crore kg in 2024 compared to 2023,
with experts attributing the decline large-
ly to erratic weather and labour strikes
disrupting harvesting.

According to the Bangladesh Tea
Board, after a record production of 10.29
crore kg in 2023, production dtopped to
9.3 crore kg in 2024, marking a decrease
of nearly 1 crore kg.

In 2022, the country's 168 tea estates
produced 9.38 crore kg of tea, compared

to 9.65 crore kg in 2021.
" Tea estate owners and experts attrib-
ute the decline to erratic weather, includ-
ing unpredictable rainfall, heavy down-
. pours, and extreme heat. .

Tea estates rely heavily on favourable
weather conditions, especially during the
June-October monsoon season, which is
critical for high-quality tea production.
However, 2024 saw erratic weather pat-
terns with long dry spells followed by
sudden heavy rainfall, damaging plant
growth.

Dr Pijush Dutta, a member (research
and development) of the Bangladesh Tea
Board, said while rainfall did occur, it
was not in the right patterns to support
" tea cultivation.

He added, “Excessive rain flooded some
areas while leaving others too dry, reduc-
‘| ing plant productivity. Rising temperatures
have also negatively impacted the plants.
With the industry relying on traditional
farming methods, the lack of climate adap-
tation strategies makes it harder to main-
tain consistent production,”

AKM Rafiqul Haque, director of the Tea
Board’s Project Development Unit, noted
that the ideal temperature for tea cultiva-
tion is between 18°C and 32°C. However,

rising temperatures are now common in
many tea-growing regions, alongside in-
creased pest infestations, creating further
challenges for tea farmers.

Insiders say labour strikes have also

with worker disputes causing delays in
harvesting. Some tea estates in northern
Bangladesh focused more on improving

{tea quality than on increasing produc-

played a role in the production drop, .

s by ler kg
ather, labour issues

i 2 SR R

EXPORT UP DESPITE
PRODUCTION DECLINE

Auction price
The decline in production and the reduced
supply have led to higher tea auction pric-
es, with the average price per kg rising
from Tki87 in 2023-24 to Tk210in 2024-25.

Despite the drop in domestic produc-
tion, tea exports have more than doubled.

In 2023, Bangladesh exported 10.4
lakh kg of tea, but exports rose to 24.5
lakh kg in 2024. This increase is likely
due to last year's tea stock, which helped
boost exports this year.

Bangladesh’s lag in tea production

Tea industry experts have long pointed -

out that Bangladesh lags behind neigh-
bouring countries in tea productivity.

AFM Saiful Islam, professor at Sylhet
Agricultural University, said Bangladesh
produces 1,740 kg of tea per hectare on
average, while India produces 2,500 kg,
and Sri Lanka leads with 3,300 kg per
hectare,

He added, “Bangladesh’s tea plants
are often outdated, with many being dec-
ades old and less productive than mod-
ern, high-yield varieties. Also, the coun-
try lacks modern farming techniques that
could boost production.”

rain, extreme heat

Source: Bangladesh Tea Board
Call for investment in
climate-resilient varieties
To address the crisis, Saiful Islam called -
on the government to invest in high-
yielding, climate-resilient tea varieties,
focusing on drought-resistant plants that
can endure exireme weather conditions.

He also pointed out that droughts have
caused tea production to decline by 21-31%
annually, while pest infestations further re-
duce yields by 25-30%.

The Bangladesh Tea Research
Institute (BTRI) has developed 23
new tea varieties, but only BT-2
has seen widespread adoption.

Sylhet Agricultural University
has also introduced four sustain-
able varieties, but their adoption
has been slow due to a lack of

- awareness and funding.

“Investing in genetic engineering
and biotechniology is essential for
creating resilient ‘tea varieties that
- e Etpaﬂdiﬂsm'
unpredictable rainfall ar-
tificial irgation systems would also
help reduce dependency on seasonal
. rainfall,” Saiful Islam concluded.

1{&:n,‘bnntribuling to the decline in output.
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Call for global cooperation
to tackle unfair purchasing
practices in RMG mdustry

FE REPORT

Enforcement authorities in key global
markets should work closely with
garment supplier countries to tackle
unfair purchasing practices with
effective measures such as joint ,
inspections, data-sharing agreements
and the establishment of international
grievance mechanisms. :
Khondker M Talha, Ambassador of

* .

Bangladesh to France and Permanent “%h_": : inac
* said. "For instance, the lack of harmonised . sustainability,
global standards often leads to conflicting

Delegate to UNESCO, made the remark
at a virtual side session at the 2025
OECD Forum on 'Due Diligence in the
Garment and Footwear sectors’, on
Monday.

"For instance, short-term planning,
delayed payments, and last-minute
order cancellations by buyers
disproportionately affect suppliers and
workers," he said,

He suggested that regulations in key

*_ markets must go beyond mere

compliance and tackle the root causes of
these issues.

He urged the regulators to mandate
equitable cost-sharing mechanisms and
enforce fair payment terms to ensure
that the financial burden of compliance

s not borne solely by suppliers.

he Bangladesh embassy in Paris
srganised the virtual session in
collaboration with Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA).
The session, moderated by Olivia
Windham Stewart, an independent
" business and human rights specialist,
focused on alrgmngBangfadsh sRAMG
_ industrywith the "Three Zeros"
framework— Zero Poverty, Zero
Unaﬂpluyment and Zero Net Carbon

RATs A ifke coiRe mBy mET

e e g——
o9y, TEoY ﬁi@ﬁm

< orrgen siferave 4

. @ 50 B[ @R | | TR 29
IS H= | AT '
AP |

tﬂtﬂfﬁmm

 garment sector, whlmmnuthmswerao

Emissions -~ proposed by Nobel Laureate
Professor Muhammad Yunus. 2

- This transformative framework aims to
drlvehdmmmmmennl
sustainability, and ethical practices in the
sh's total exportsand
nworkers,

gapsandin s {n current

challenge, Mr Talha :

mmﬂmmnts increasing the

ot o

m nisms ensure ahi
payment terms undermines the
sustainability of the supply chain, he
added. To address these gaps, he
recommended harmonised global
regulations that mandate responsible
purchasing practices and ensure shared
accountability between buyers and
suppliers.

Other suggestions included technical
and financial support from international
partners to help suppliers meet
compliance requirements, particularly
small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
and enhanced data transparency to
maonitor purchasing practices and ensure
that buyers adhere to fair pricing and
payment terms. :
Highlighting Bangladesh's remarkable
progress in improving workplace safety
since the Rana Plaza tragedy in 2013, Mr
Talha emphasized the government's
commitment to integrating the "Three
Zeros" framewaork into national policies,
including labour law reforms, green
factory initiatives, and sustainable

export strategies.

He also underscored the Impm'nnce of
 fair pricing and ethical

thtlm by global brands teuuumﬂ'xe

urged the OECD and international
partners to provide technicaland
ﬁﬁlﬂddmfmnuwsuppoftﬂm

d Im-mmut st -btulﬂlng.dau transparency, and worker
'%IeﬁmMmmmﬂ rnule empuﬂment programs to build a fair

global supply chain that
’uphnldlhmmn shts, promotes
ensures equltqple
bemﬁﬁfur all stakeholders.
IGMEA representative Miran Ali said,
t ensure that the flow of

W to Bangladesh does not come

Iﬂhﬂ expense of our resources unless

* ourworkers receive a better deal and
there is social justice. At the same time,
social justice must align with
responsible production. That is the
balance we must strike."”

"Locally, we need to set certain
minimum standards for doing
business," he said, adding that they
would ensure that anyone who does
business with Bangladesh upholds these
standards.

Sharing insights from the perspective of
global brands, Bismuth Sebastien,
Chairman nf(:aﬂo, France, said his
company has been present in Bangladesh
for more than 20 years, operating with a
social and sourcing office that employs
over 45 people. -

He emphasised the importance of
partnerships with suppliersin achieving
sustainability goals and commended
Bangladesh's efforts towards green
manufacturing and Ilﬁburrlghts ¥

reforms,
munni. ﬁe@yuhaum
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RMG Businesses eye
opportunities amid
US-China trade war

Saddam Hossain

THE country's readymade
‘garment manufaclurers
said that Bangladesh needs
lo improve and stabilise
its law-and-order situation
and business atmosphere
lo seize the opportunities
emerging from the ongoing
US-China trade tensions.
After assuming office as
the president of the United
States, ‘tariff man’ Donald
] Trump has implemented
a series of executive order
tariffs on its key trading
partners, including Canada,
Mexico, and China, as part

. of its broader trade policy

agenda.

Recently, he imposed ad-
ditional 25 per cent tariffs on
Canadian and Mexican im-
ports and 10 per cent tariffs
on Chinese goods including
textiles which may shift the
trade ' dynamics between
these two economic giants.

The industry insiders
said that as Chinese exports
to the US become more ex-
pensive due to tariffs, global
_ buyers will shift thgir'ordm
to other low-cost countries.

In this Bangla-
. desh will be a natural.choice
along with other competi-
tors with ils unshakable
RMG sector.

The US is the single larg-
est export destination for
Bangladeshi RMG shippers,
who exported appaml iterns
worth $7.34 billion in 2024,

Moreover,  Bangladesh
secured the second-largest
sonrce of US apparel im-

A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade

garment factory in Narayangan).

ports, with a 9.26 per cent
market share,

China remains the market
leader in the US, with a mar-
ket share of 20.83 per cent,
and the country exports ap-
parel items worth $186.51
billion.

Industry insiders said
that the country’s apparel
exports to the US are stable
thanks lo competitive pric-
ing, sustainability, and com-
pliance with international
labor and environmental
standards.

If Bangladesh addresses
the remaining challenges, it
could emerge as a key ben-
eficiary of this geopolitical
shift.

Talking to New Age,
Farugue Hassan, former
president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and

Exporters. Association (BG-

MEA), said that the law-and-
arder situation is improving
gradually,

“But.we need more im-
proved and stable situation.

— New Age photo

The government should
work stop shutting down of
any factories. They have to
provide policy supports in
this regard,” he added.

He also said that the gov-
ernment has to solve the
ongoing issues related Lo gas
and energy. Interruption in
gas and energy supply may
hinder the golden opportu-
nity.

“We also need to resolve
the issues related to bonds,
customs, and NBR. The
corruption didn't stop et
which is concerning for us.
We hope the interim govern-
ment can take many drastic
decisions withoul any po-
lilical burden, We urge the
government to do this in the
sake of country’s economy,”
he added.

He also said that buyers
have confidence in Bangla-
desh due to ethical and eco-
friendly :production prac-
tices. S0, the manufacturers
and government should
work together to retain this

confidence by maintaining
a good business atmosphere,
sustainable production, and
a proper work environment.

Currently, Bangladeshi
apparel exporters face a tar-
iff of more than 15 per cent
when exporting to the US,
whereas Chinese exporters
face 25 per cent.

Mohiuddin Rubel, former
director of the BGMEA, told
New Age that due to high
production costs, apparel’
businesses in China have
been gradually shifting,

“However, Trump's tariff
policy is making it earlier.
Our competitors are also as
same as our position to grab

them, we have to address the -
challenges to grab these,” he

added.
An improved business at-

mosphere and security will

play crucial roles in raising

businesses and

foreign direct invéstment.
“In the last fiscal, the

, Bangl
ranked 12% most corrupted
country in 2024. We have
to work hard to remove
corruption to do better
business and to attract more
FDL* he added.

He also said that the
country should immediately
focus on issues like -infra-
structure, fuel, and energy.

The manufacturers also

stated the country must di-

versily its product basket
by shifting its focus from
T-shirts and sweaters and
branching out into higher-
value items.
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wages and allowances to
more than 27,000 laid-off
wnﬂmofdiﬁmmtm&us—
trial units of the Beximco
Group this month.
Labour and employment
adviser M Sakhawat Hossain
revealed this in a press brief-
ing after a meeting of the ad-

ness situation of Beximcd In-
dustrial Park at the secretariat
on Wednesday.

However, the payable
amount has not been final-

close the amount to be paid
to the workers at a meeting
. unFahnmrle :

‘The receiver who was
initially appointed has been
relieved of his duties and
the new receiver took charge
on the February 5. He needs
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At sy foar am|
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ised yet, and they will dis- wmkm
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tion regarding the source of
the money, he said that it
would be given En:lmmaﬁ

bdlityufhemhg_icﬁa;
"There is already a shori-
age of 5-6 per cent workers
in the sector and I think the
workers will surely find a
solution in the EPZ or some-
where else. However, we are
also working fo address any

L TTF| « GINETE, 39 FrpYTE o,

- and
' Eﬂl&lﬁad-'_h!?ﬂdd&d.

gituation,” he added,
Responding to another

question, M Shakhawat said i

that many MPs have busi-
nesses that are still running,
Here, party identity is not an
issue; basically, the big issue
is the volume of loans.
‘Beximco withdrew loan

" of Tk 50,000 crore, which

may not be possible to repay
even by selling all its assets,
, that is why no bank is will-
‘ing to give them fresh loans
e current situation

sion of labour leaders and buy-
ers in this committee, he said
that it is a matter of the office,
not of labour leaders or buyers,
but if they have any reason- -
able suggestions, the govern-
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ﬁﬂ-oﬁ; Beximco wofRFm
to be paid within Feb

ment would welcomne them.
On November 24, 2024,
the government formed an
advisory council commit-
tee to review the labour and
business situation of Bex-

of the 16 companies are not
currently operational.

Since January 28, the gov-
ernment has shut down the
16 operational companies
and decided to pay the legal
dues to the affected workers.
“Farlier on December 15, 2024,
nearly 40,000 workers were
laid off by Beximco Group in
units due to a

of work orders for its
mﬂq}utmantsd garment and
textile factories in Gazipur, on
mawmhmeDhah

A government committee
has - remmmzndad selling
of Beximco Group's the 16
readymade garment compa-
nies, which the government
shntdawn.topaylhswk-
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jﬂstmcture improvements, and incen
| inpestments, writes Asif Hossain

read: madsgnnnentnmctor growth, largely driven by low labour
I hasbuant}mhm:kbma of Bang-  costs, duty-free access to European
ladesh’s economy for decades,  markets under the generalised system
transforming the country into a glebal of preferences, and an abundance of
hub for apparel man From skilled yet affordable warkers.
its humble beginnings in the late buyers, particularly from the US and
1970s, the industry has grown to Europe, turned to Bangladesh as a
become the second-largest apparel - preferred sourcing destination due to
exporter in the world, contributing s competitive
over 80 per cent of Bunéadashsmlal The multi-fibre ment,
and em more than which regulated global textile and
four million workers, the majority of apparel trade through a quota system,

whom are women, further boosted Bangladesh's RMG
In 2024, Bangladesh’s RMG sector. However, when the multi-fibre
axparhmnad a 7.23 per cent arrangement was phased out in 2005,
, up from many feared that Bangladesh's appar-

g inzuza Thmgmmh el industry would collapse, Instead,
significantly contributed to the coun- it proved its resilience, conlinuing

mWMm wmm. o expand due to its wa]l—es!nhlished

an! i i et o supP]_y chain, gmwing wntkfoma. and
" strong relationships with international
buyers.

trade environment.

With rising labour costs, changi.ng
consumer preferences, susiaimhﬂity
concerns, and stiff compelition from
emerging players, Bangladesh's RMG

sa:[uty and factory compliance. This
led to global pressure for better labour
rights, workplace safety, and sustain-
ability rds. Since then, Bm:lg-

 secto innovate, s ladesh has made some progressin .
vmfnrf:;rutf:susmjn mm and -improving factory conditions with the
fieiite law ) costs, can no safety measures.
longer rely solely on cheap labour to
competitve. It s imperative to ERGEE I ICERL )
shift towards value-added production . ude_v.lh L.
and improved working conditions to g.ac:;glmamls ent s Fi?;l gl*:hal
Bt iy, mmpheﬁum is fiercer than e;ar Coun-
tries Vietnam, India, and Ethiopia
Roots of garment industry
THE journey of Bangladesh's RMG gmﬂmﬁn&ahmaﬁmm
industry began in the late 1970s, “nmmbenemﬁts gg‘; fmaﬁammtradg
mnmﬁwgﬁr mmli Bﬂfm agreements with the European Union
- manufacturing. and other key markets, while Bang-
Q:leqfthg t major players in the ladesh still faces tariffs on many ex-
industry was Desh Garments, which ports. Without new trade agreements,
collaborated with South Korean firm mﬂﬂ“fﬂm risk losing
Daewoo to train workersg  heir competitive edge
in modern apparel production tech- Second, suxlalnabﬂlty and compli-
niques. This knowledge transfer laid ance pressures are increasing. Global
the foundation for the rapid expan-  DTaRds are prioritising eco-friendly
! sion of the sector. production, ethical labour practices,
| In the 1980s and 1990s, the ﬁﬂdﬂaﬂspmﬂ“?ml Buymmw;a-m
t industry experienced exponential mand not only low-cost produ

but also assurances that garments

ttves ﬁ)r sustaz 1ability
‘are made in suciallymspuusnblﬂand
environmentally sustainable ways.
Bangladesh has made strides in this
. area, with the highest number of .
LEED-certified green factories in the
world, but more needs to be done to
maintain buyer confidence.

Third, economic slowdownsin

western markets pose a signiﬁmm
‘threat, Inflation, economic down-
turns, and consumer habits

in Europe and the US have led to
reduced orders for facto-
ries. Over-reliance on these markets
makes the industry vulnerable to
global financial fluctnations. Expand-
ing into new markets, such as Africa,
Latin America, and the Middle East,
could help diversify risk and create
new opportunities, )

' Fourth, infrastructure and logistics
remain major obstacles, High lead
times, port delays, energy shortages,
and inefficiencies in supply chain
management continue to put Bang-
ladesh at a disadvantage compared
to competitors. In an era where fast
da]imry is crucial for global brands,
improving logistics: and transportation
networks is essential.

]

Roadmap ahead
DESPITE these challenges, Bang

can secure its future in Lhﬂ
global apparel trade by taking key
strategic steps.

The industry must move up the
value chain by investing in high-value
garments such as sportswear, techni-
cal textiles and fashion innovation.
The demand for functional and per-
formance wear is growing worldwide,
and Bangladesh can tap into this mar-
ket by focusing on research, product
development, and skilled labour. .

Sustainable manufacturing should
be a top priority. Bangladesh's green
factories have n]rqel}' set a global
benchmark, but the industry must
further reduce waste, adopt circular
fashion techniques, and implement
advanced water and energy-saving
technologies to meet global sustain-
ability standards.

Market diversification is crucial.
Expanding into Africa, Latin America,
and the Middle East will reduce
dependence on traditional buyers
and create new growth

0o |

—— ]

opportunities.
Exploring regional trade agreements
canalsuopandourstunmexpm!
markets.




by Musharraf Tansen

of the future—this should
be the reality for every child. Yet, for
millions in Bangladesh, childhood is
defined by long hours of exhausting
labour, meagre wages, and lost oppor-
.| tunities, Whether sewing garments
in dimly lit factories, carrying bricks
under the scorching sun, or working
behind closed doors in domestic ser-
vitude, these children remain invis-
ible to policymakers, businesses, and
consumers who benefit from their
exploitation. Despite decades of legal
reforms and international pressure,
child labour remains one of the coun-
try’s most-entrenched socio-economic
crises. While official reports celebrate
progress in the formal sector, the real-
ity is that countless children remain
invisible — working in hazardous
conditions, deprived of education,
and robbed of their futures.

Crisis of scale

BANGLADESH Bureau of Statistics
_and the International Labour Organ-
isation, an estimated 3.45 million
children aged 5 to 17 are engaged in
labour, with a significant proportion
enduring hazardous conditions. The
garment industry, the backbone of
Bangladesh’s economy, remains com-
plicit — while major export factories
comply with regulations, smaller, un-
registered units still employ underage
workers. Beyond textiles, children toil
in brick kilns, agriculture, domes-

tic service, and street vending. The

. Covid-19 pandemic has worsened
the situation, forcing more children
into work as families struggle to
survive. School closures, parental
job losses, and economig desperation
‘have pushed education further out of
reach, while a surge in child mar-
riages has exacerbated vulnerabilities
for young girl. :

Casuses
THE roat causes of child labour are
deeply interwoven with Bangla-
desh’s economic'and social fabric. -
Poverty remains the primary driver,
as families rely on their children's
earnings for basic survival. For many
low-income households, children
are not dependents but contributors
- education is a luxury they cannot
afford. Even when primary schooling
is technically free, hidden costs such
as transport, uniforms, and materials
make it inaccessible for the poorest.
Poor teaching standards and inad-
equate school infrastructure further

eap la

CHILDHOQD spent in school,
playing with friends, and dream-

deter attendance, particularly in rural
areas.

Cultural norms also sustain the
crisis, In many communities, child
labour is not just tolerated but
expected, particularly in informal
sectors like domestic service and ag-
riculture. Gendered expectations add
another layer of exploitation — girls
are disproportionately pushed into
household labour, where they face
higher risks of abuse and isolation.

Then there is the question of law
enforcement. Bangladesh has legal
frameworks designed to eliminate
child labour, including the Labour
Act 2006 and the National Child La-
bour Elimination Policy 2010, which
aim to eradicate hazardous child
labour by 2025. Yet these protections
remain largely on paper. Corruption,
inadequate resources, and lack of
political will mean that husinesses
— especially in the informal sector
— operale with impunity. Regula-
tory oversight is weak, inspections
are rare, and emplayers face few
consequences. Without meaningful
enforcement, legal protections are
little more than empty promises.

Across industries
THE industries where child labour is

_ most prevalent are those that thrive

in regulatory grey zones. While large
garment factories have become more
compliant under international scru-
tiny, many smaller workshops evade
oversight, employing children in
conditions where wages are meagre,
hours are long, and safety is an after-
thought. In agriculture, children work
under extreme conditions, exposed
to pesticides and are forced to endure
physically gruelling labour in rice
fields and tea plantations. Brick kilns,
notorious for exploitative practices,
rely heavily on child labourers, who
perform backbreaking tasks in intense
heat with no protective measures,
Domestic work remains one of the
most hidden yet widespread forms
of child labour, particularly affecting
girls. These children work behind
closed doors, beyond the reach of
inspectors, facing long hours and
vulnerability to abuse. Thousands

. more work on the streets, selling

goods or collecting waste, exposed
to exploitation and violence with no
legal protection.

Education Imperative

IF CHILD labour is to be eradicated,
education must be at the centre of
the solution. Government initiatives
like the primary education stipend

8 |

. : MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025,

our, costly future

programme and the reaching out-of-
school children project have made
strides in improving enrolment, but
financial barriers, poor school infra-
structure, and low-quality leaching
still drive many children away from
classrooms and into work. It is not
enough to offer free schooling — edu-
cation must be genuinely accessible,
with targeted support for low-income
families. Schools must be equipped
with trained teachers, vocational
training opportunities, and financial
incentives to keep children enrolled.

. Without these measures, millions of

children will continue to be fun-

_nelled into the workforce instead of
the classroom.

Beyond rhetoric
ERADICATING child labour in Ban=

gladesh requires more than policy

declarations; it demands systemic
change. First, law enforcement must
be strengthened. The government
must increase labour inspections,
particularly in informal sectors, and
impose stricter penalties on those who
violate child labour laws. Without ac-
countability, businesses will continue
to exploit vulnerable children.

_ Second, economic allernatives

- must be created for impoverished

farnilies. Expanding social safety nets,
providing fihancial incentives, and

‘ensuring sustainable employment for

adults can reduce reliance on child
labour, Microfinance schemes and
income-generating initiatives should
be priaritised to break the cycle of
poverly: .

Third, public attitudes must shift.
Many communities still view child
labour as an economic necessity
rather than an injustice. Nationwide
awareness campaigns can challenge
these perceptions, highlighting the

 Jong-term consequences of lost child-

hoods and advecating for the value of
education.

Call to'action

BANGLADESH cannot tackle this
crisis alone. The international com-
munity, multinationial corporations,
and consumers all play a role in
perpetuating — or ending — child
labour. Companies sourcing from

~ Bangladesh must commit to ethical

labour practices, conducting rigorous
audits to ensure their supply chains
are free from exploitation. Consum-
ers must demand transparency,
refusing 1o suppart industries built
on child labour.

Child labour is not inevitable. It
is the result of choices — choices
made by policymakers, businesses,

and society at large, If Bangladeshis ———

to break this cycle, those in power*
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RMG - BANGLADESH

REYAD HOSSAIN

Bangladesh reviews RMG
workers’ wages every five years

Researchers from the Global Labor Institute
(GLI) of Cornell University in New York, US,
have called for an annual wage review and
wage-setting process in Bangladesh's new
gavernment, a practice currently in place in
Cambodia.

“Garment workers paid the national mini-
mum wage in Bangladesh are ‘under-water’
and losing income year-on-year,” reads a
press release issued by the GLI on 20 February.

Currently, Bangladesh reviews RMG work-
ers’ wages every five years. The RMG sector is
Bangladesh’s highest export-earning indus-
try, accounting for over 80% of total exports.

Around four million workers are em-
ployed in this sector, with a minimum wage
of Tki2,500 (approximately $10s), set in the
last year.

The university researchers said that the
long-time minimum-wage policy — which re-
views wages every five years - compounded
with high inflation, favours employers over
workers.

In addition, they said that the local ‘pur-
chasing power' of workers” wages in Bang-

5 —

. Labour Reform Commission, told TBS, “We

_ladesh is significantly lower than those of

workers in competing apparel-producing
countries.

“The experience of Cambodia’s apparel in-
dustry in remarkably e b j
similar circumstances is very clear. A de-~
cade ago, the country also faced protests,
prompiing the government to implement
an annual wage review policy,” Jason
Judd, executive director of Cornell ILR who
is currently visiting Dhaka, told TBS in an
interview yesterday.

A report, “Waiting Game: Minimum
wage-setting in Bangladesh’s appar-
el industry”, published this month, by
three researchers led by Jason Judd stat-
ed how delayed wage-setting impacts
workers.

“There is a clear need and room — both
political and economic — for an annual
wage-setting process in Bangladesh. It's
long overdue, Imagine waiting five years
for a raise while inflation rages at 10% —
that's the situation for workers under the
current scheme," the press release reads.

Experts also support an annual wage
hike in line with inflation.

Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, executive
director ‘of the Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies and currently head of the

Cornell researchers call
for annual review of
Bangladesh RMG wages

Cornell Researchers
call for annual wage

reviews in Bangladesh,
similar to Cambodia

Wage review system i
Bangladesh is every five

years, current minimum
wage Tk12,500

“ resentatives, and they also recommended
a policy of annual wage review. They con-
sider it a scientific approach,”

“We also think that wages should be

reviewed annually, considering inflation,™

he added. :

5% annual increase

Currently, in the RMG sector, workers re-
ceive a 5% wage increase on their basic

pay, as endorsed by the country’s existing.

labour act.

However, Bangladesh has been experi-
encing persistently high inflation gver the
last three years, which hovers around 10%.

The Cornell University report indicated
that after implementing the annual wage
review policy in Cambodia, apparel ex-
ports continued to grow. However, the re-
port did not mention the respansibilities of
buyers and brands.

In 2024, the Bangladesh government
increased the minimum wage for RMG
workers by 56%. However, RMG exporters
alleged that despite rising production costs
significantly due to wage hikes and other

factors, buyers have not increased clothing
prices accordingly.” ]
,Jason Judd acknowledged this real-
ity but also gtated, “Bangladesh’s RMG
workers are among the lowest paid in the
world.” =

=
W

recently met with git?ﬁal_géial_l Brand rep-

e —
Factory owners disagree
RMG owners argue that conditions vary
across countries, making it unreasonable
to implement policies in Bangladesh iden-
tical to those in Cambodia,
", Shams Mahmud, former director of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
‘Exporters Association (BGMEA), told TBS,
“The researchers may not have enough
understanding of Bangladesh's RMG sec-
tor."

“Under our existing labour law, gar-
ment workers” wages increase by at least
5% [of the basic salary] every year. This
rate is even higher in EPZ factories, Addi-
tionally, workers receive separate support
from the factory,” he said.

So, not everything needs to follow the
practices of other countries, Shams Mah-

o |
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TBS REPORT

Bangladesh’s garment
sector reforms driven
by global supply chain
pressure: Debapriya

Economists’ Conference (SAEQ

Debapriya emphasised
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or open up the economy, they will miss
the new advantage that will come in the
future.

“l am not against reforms, however, if ¥
we look into other studies that have been -
done, under no circumstances countries
like Bangladesh or other lower middle in-
come countries will be able to take advan-
tage of so-called new opportunities,” the
economist added,

Mentioning that some countries are do-
ing good in some cases, Debapriya said,
“Even if we do many of the things that have
been suggested, are we really ready io do
that in a situation when there is such fAuidi-
that ty and flux in the system? The paper talked

Reforms in South Asian countries
like Bangladesh, particularly in
its garment industry, have largely
been driven by pressure from the
global supply chain, according to
macro-economist and public policy
analyst Debapriya Bhattacharya.
All the reforms that have taken
place in the garmerit industry - in
the post-quota phase, in address-
ing child labour and in ensuring
workplace safety after the Rana
Plaza tragedy — have been the re-
sult of supply chain pressure, he

Debapriya, a distinguished fel-
low of the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue (CPD), made the remarks
speaking at the 8th Sanem Annual

Bangladesh’s response to global
market incentives has also shaped
reforms in remittances.

However, he stressed that re-
forms should be balanced and tai-
lored to sectoral needs, ensuring
the development of supply-side
capacity. He further said if liber-
alisation results in Bangladesh
merely becoming an import-de-
pendent country, then it has failed
to achieve its purpose.

The economist stressed that
sustainable reforms should lead to
economic diversification, produc-
tivity growth, poverty alleviation,
and reduced inequality.

“The paper stated that If the
South Asian countries do not make
the reforms

about economic fragmentation in the global
scale, but totally ignored the global frame.

“Sub-regional cooperation could be a
solution for low trade problems. This form
has been practiced in Bangladesh and
elsewhere in the recent past. This is also
in line with political alignment. We have
gone to Nepal, Bhutan, India and estab-
lished some form of connectivity,”

The keynote session was presented by
Dr Franziska Ohnsorge, chief economist
for South Asia, World Bank, and delivered
a preseniation on “Implications of Geoecao-
nomic Fragmentation for South Asia”.

While presenting, she said, “Geopoliti-
cal differences reduce bilateral trade and
investment — but, for now, [there is] mixed
evidence on the degree of fragmentation.
Geopolitical vulnerability and connected-
ness is higher for emerging markets and
developing economies (EMDEs), lower for
trade than finance.”

Ohnsorge stated that geopolitical dif-
ferences are reducing global trade and
investment, with emerging markets and

developing economies (EMDEs) being the
most vulnerable.
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Relocate risky
fFactories from Old
Dhaka

The apathy of our authorities is
risking countless lives

factories in Old Dhaka have yet to be relocated, despite repeated
assurances following several devastating fires that have claimed
hundreds of lives. Over the past 15 years, multiple tragic
fires have erupted in Old Dhaka, causing massive property
damage and affecting thousands of lives due to the presence of
highly flammable substances. After each incident, authorities
have promised to relocate these dangerous warehouses and
factories. However, those promises remain unfulfilled, leaving
residents of these uonges:ed neighbourhoods in constant fear,

After the devastating Nimtoli fire in June 2010, which claimed
126 lives, the government initiated four projects to relocate the
chemical, plastic, printing, and electronics industries from
Old Dhaka. Fourteen years later, all but one of these projects
remain incomplete, reportedly due to bureaucratic red tape
and complications with land acquisition. Even the Churihatta
fire in Chawkbazar, which killed at least 71 people on February
20,2019, failed to prompt authoritics to expedite the relocation
process. In fact, the authorities have not even updated the list of
chemical warehouses in Old Dhaka.

A 2019 survey by the Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC)
identified 1,924 chemical warehouses in Old Dhaka, with
98 percent classified as “moderately risky." However, locals
believe the actual number is much higher, as many residential
buildings are rented out as warehouses due (o lax monitoring
by the authorities. According to the Bangladesh Environment
Conservation Rules of 1997, industrial units using hazardous
chemicals or goods are prohibited from operating in or near
residential areas. Following the Nimtoli fire, the DSCC stopped
issuing new licenses and renewing old ones for chemical
businesses in Old Dhaka. Then, after the Churihatta fire in
2019, the DSCC ceased all chemical trade licensing under its
jurisdiction. However, these measures have had little practical
impact.

Meanwhile, chemical traders argue they cannoi relocate
unless the government ensures their resettlement, as outlined
in a Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2017. The
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Corporation
has made 73 percent progress in constructing a Chemical
Industrial Park in Sirajdikhan, Munshiganj. Additionally, a
temporary project in Shyampur, completed in June 2024,
provides space for 54 warehouses. However, these efforts have
made little headway in relocating chemical warehouses and
factories from Old Dhaka. Similarly, the relocation of plastic
and other industries has been slow, plagued by the same
bureaucratic delays,

All of this demonstrates an unwarranted apathy on the part
of our authorities, purring countless lives at risk for no reason.
The fact remains that Old Dhaka is a ticking time bomb
due to its congestion and the presence of highly flammable
substances. And it is entirely unacceptable for the relacation
of these chemical warehouses and factories to take nearly 14
years. The authorities must lake immediate action to free the
residents of Old Dhaka from such extreme risks.

It is appalling that hazardous chemical warehouses and,
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Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESHI textile mill-
ers have urged the govern-
ment to impose anti-dump-
ing duties on Indian yarn to
protect the country’s textile
industry.

They said that Indian
mills were a threat to Bang-
ladesh's textile industry
because they sold yarn and
fabric at prices lower than
production costs.

If this continues, they
warned, the textile - sector
could suffer the same fate as
jute mills.

They made thesa remarks
dunng a special press con:

organised by lha
Bangladash Textile . Mills
Association in the capital
Dhaka on Monday. v

According to the Cus-
toms Act, 1969, if goods are
exported from any country
or temitory to Bangladesh at
less than the normal value,
the government may impose
an anti-dumping duty.

The textile millers said
that the Bangladesh govern-

ment reduced the incen-,

tive on textiles to 1 per cent
while the overall incentive
on Indian textile exports
stood at 3.88 per cent.

In Bangladesh, the pro-
duction cost per kilogram
of yarn is about $4, while it
stands at $2.9 after count-
ing all incentives and other
facilities.

For this reason, Indian
manufacturers are exporting
yarn to Bangladesh at dump-
ing prices, which is severely
threatening the country’s
500 textile millers.

Showkat Aziz Russell,
president of the BTMA, said
that despite a surge in RMG
exports, the country’s textile
mills were operational at 50-
60 per cent of their capacity.

‘The reason behind this
is that the Indian millers are
selling yarn to Bangladesh
at less than the production
costs or at dumping price,’
he added.

AGE

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 25, 2025,

Textile millers demand

anti-dumping duty

He also said that the im-
ports of yarn through land
ports had further worsened
the situation, as the coun-
try’s land ports did not have
adequate scanners and infra-
structural strength to meas-
ure and test yarn.

‘Some importers open
letters of credit to import
30-count wvarn, but they
bring 60 or 80-count yarn
through land port, he said,
adding that there had been
no issues in importing yvarn
through seaports.

Responding to a question,
he said that every country
had its anti-dumping policy.
Other countries can make
quick decisions in. this re-
gard, but Bangladesh's gov-
ernment is slow lo act, he
added.

*The government has to
act quickly. It will do noth-
ing if the government started
to take action after the in-
dustries were hampered,’ he
said.

He said that the import of

the yamn through land port
witnessed a surge of 40-60
per cent in 2024 compared
with that in 2023, which
badly impacted the coun-
try's textile sector.

BTMA  vice-president
Abul Kalam said that the
previous government
opened  yarn  imports
through land ports to serve
the interests of the neigh-
bouring country.

He stated that yarn im-
ports through land ports
were stopped during the
BNP government's time.

BTMA  vice-president
Saleudh Zaman Khan Jitu
said that the yarn usually
came to Bangladesh from
Gujarat or Tamil Nadu, not
Kolkala, so there was no fact
of lead time for getting raw
materials..

The textile millers said
that local mills held Tk
8,000-10,000 crare worth of
varn because the exparted
items were sold at lower

prices in Bangladesh.
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Intelligence report
pinpoints factories

based on their financial
assessments

As many as soo readymade garment
(RMG) factories have been identified as at
risk of facing unrest over the payment of
wages and festival allowances ahead of
Eid-ul-Fitr, according to commerce minis-
fry sources.

An intelligence report based on fac-
tory financial assessments and submitted
to the commerce ministry has pinpointed
soo factories facing potential difficulties,
ministry officials have told TBS.  *

The report, seen by The Business
Standard, also noted that about 200 fac-
tories are under close monitoring of the

" Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and

Exporters Association (BGMEA), industri-
al police and other intelligence agencies.

The report noted that 36 factories have
been identified as highly vulnerable to work-
er unrest and may reguire financial support
to pay their employees’ wages and festival
allowances on time before the holidays.

According to BGMEA officials, some
factories are facing financial difficulties
due to several reasons, including last
year's worker unrest, epergy crisis and
order shortages,

The association has already formed 15
teams to monitor the industrial law and ot-

which will be celebrated at the end of March.

At the same time, it plans to request
factory owners to pay workers' Eid bonus-
es before the holidays.

The officials also mentioned that this
vear they will request factory owners to pay
workers half of their March salary before the
Eid vacation. However, this will depend on
each factory’s inancial capacity, they say.

The BGMEA officials say the request is

mittee meeting involving the government,
labour leaders and association leaders
during Ramadan.

As per labour law, factory owners must
pay workers' wages within seven working
days of the following month. _

According to the BGMEA, a total of 28
factories have failed to pay their workers’

! January salaries, and two factories have

not cleared December salaries as of Thurs-

day evening.
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ages, bonuses before

der situation in the lead-up to Eid-ul-Fitr,

likely to be made during a tripartite com- -

Another intelligence report

Another state-run intelligence report seen
by TBS mentions that about 170 factories
employing over 186,000 people are at high
risk regarding paying workers’ Eid bonuses
and monthly wages before the holidays.

Approximately 68,000 workers are
employed at 41 of these factories in the
Gazipur industrial zone,

The highest number of 57 factories are
located in the Savar-Ashulia industrial
zone, where over 60,000 people are em-
E]pyed, PRI e
The second highest number of 42
factories are located in the Dhaka
zone, employing over 26,000 people.

The Chittagong zone has 17 facto-
fies with over 9,000 workers. Seven
factories in Narayanganj, four in
Mymensingh and two factories in
Tangail's Ghatail employ over 8,500,
3,300 and 8,000 people respectively.

The report mentions that of the 170
factories, 128 have BGMEA member-
ship while % are Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Associa-
tion (BKMEA) members and only four
textile mills are associated with the
Bangladesh Textile Mills Association

 (BTMA).

Nine factories are under the Bangla-
desh Export Zone Authority (Beza) and
13 are from other industries,

What have BGMEA, Industrial
Police done?
According to BGMEA officials, as in
previous years, the Ministry af Home
Affairs will hold a law and order meet-
ing at the Secretariat ahead of Eid-
ul-Fitr. The meeting, to be chaired by
the home affairs adviser, will focus on
ensuring the timely payment of wages
and bonuses to workers,

Additionally, the Ministry of Labour
will convene a tripartite meeting to is-

" sue directives for the disbursement of

wages and bonuses before the Eid hol-
idays.

Ta facilitate the process, a 30-mem-
ber BGMEA team, divided into 15
groups, has identified several factories
facing challenges and is working to re-
solve issues (hrough discussions with
workers.

To ease traffic congestion on
highways, the BGMEA will request
all its member factories to grant
leave in phases. Factory owners will
coordinate holiday schedules with
their shipment plans and submit ad-
vance reports accordingly.

Furthermore, varlous state intel-
ligence agencies are keeping certain
self-proclaimed labour leaders under
survelllance. These individuals have
previously attempted to incite labour

— unrestby turning minorissuesintoma-

jor concems.

The BGMEA has decided to set up

a central control room on the ground
floor of its headquarters.
Greater Dhaka has been divided into
15 zomes, each with a committee com-
prising assistant directors, factory own-
ers and BGMEA officials. These commit-
tees will work to prevent and resolve
labour unrest in their respective areas.

Solutions are being devised based
on the nature of the problems. To ad-
dress these concems, 15 BGMEA mon-
itoring teams are working in the feld
round the clock.

As in previous years, the BGMEA is
engaging with labour leaders to pre-
vent any untoward incidents, labour
unrest or disruption in the export-ori-
ented garment industry. The meeting
will be attended by the relevant advis-
er, secretary and representatives of law
enforcement agencies,

Regional crisis committee

The government has formed a region-
al crisis committee comprising local
public representatives, the Ministry of
Labour, BGMEA, BKMEA, law enforce-
ment agencies and labour leaders,

Additionally, to ensure a smooth
disbursernent of wages and allowances
and facilitate the safe travel of workers
during the Eid season, the BGMEA has
urged the relevant district administra-
tions and law enforcement agencies to
take necessary measures.

According to a recent audit report
by Hoda Vasi Chowdhury & Co, the BG-
MEA has 1,806 active memnber factories.

Of the active members, 1,482 are
from the Dhaka zone and 324 are from
Financial support
Talking with TBS, BKMEA President
Mohammad Hatem emphasised that
banks must cooperate with factory
owners to help them pay workers.

Citing an example, he said, “Re-
cently, we communicated with the
authorities to facilitate the release of
Mahmud Denim’s pending cash incen-
tive of Tk8.30 crore to pay its workers.
Unfortunately, one bank adjusted the
amount againstits pending payments.”

The country’s exporters have
pending cash incentive claims of over
Tks,o000 crore, The Ministry of Finance
should take the initiative to release
these funds as it would help the work-
ers receive their wages and Eid benefits
before the holidays.

The BKMEA president also men-
tioned that the association would write
to the ministry, requesting the release
of the funds by the second week of
Ramadan.

Hatem added, “As we know, the
interim government is pro-worker, and
we hope it will take immediate steps to
address these issues.”

500 RMG factories at risk of unrest
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Home-based RMG workers

largely invisible: BLF Study

MONIRA MUNNI

Home-based garment workers, who
mostly work on a piece-rate basis for
export-oriented apparel factories
across the country, especially the
subcontracting ones, remain largely
invisible, according to a latest study.
These workers are unorganised and
lack bargaining power, often unaware
of labour Jaws, wages and working
conditions, leading them to accept
unfair terms and endure poor working
conditions, long hours, and delayed
payments, frequently involving
middlemen.

The majority, or 50.6 per cent, of the
surveyed workers left factories for
reasons like pregnancy, child-care
responsibility, marriage, high work
pressure, factory closure, long
working hours, workplace abuse or
harassment and automation,

The findings of the report styled
'Assessment on the Socio-economic
Condition of Home-based Ready- .
made Garment Workers in the RMG
Supply Chain' by the Bangladesh
Labour Foundation funded by Oxfam
and the European Union were
presented at acity hotel an
Wednesday.

"about 93,6 per cent of the surveyed
warkers are working on a piece-rate
basis, while the average piece rate is
Tk 5.25 (ranging from Tk 0.60 to Tk
30). And the average monthly salary
ranges between Tk 4,000 and Tk
5,000," shares Mir Mohammad Ali,
lead researcher and assistant
professor in'aquaculture at Sher-e-
Bangla Agricultural University..
Almost all or nearly 99 percentof

workers are paid in cash with no
bargaining power over wages in fear
of losing works, according to him.
‘Many workers and their families are
illiterate orless literate, with little
understanding of health, safety and
gender-related issues at work, the
researcher says, adding that this
vulnerability is compounded by a lack
of organising skills and official
recognition.

Furthermore, the gavernment is still
to ratify ILO Convention 177, he notes
while explaining to address these
pressing issues.

The BLF conducted the studyon 362
home-based garment workers who
work for export-oriented apparel
factories mostly subcontracting
ones,

The BLF shows about 15,000 home-
based workers are rife at Ashulia,
Savar and Gazipur industrial zones,
while county data is unavailable with
possibility of existence of such
workers in Narayanganj, Chattogram
and Tangail.

About 80 per cent of the workers are
climate-displaced migrants, while
only 15.5 per cent migrated for family’
reasons and the rest 7.5 per cent are
staying in their native homes like
Gazipur areas.

Around 55 per cent of the surveyed
workers engage in seasonal work (five
to six months yearly), while 45 per
cent work regularly, with higher rates
in Ashulia and Gazipur, according to
the study.

The average working houris 6.89
hours per day, with a maximum of 13
hours and a minimum of 2 hours, it

revealed.

The study also found 12 types of work
they performed, including hand
stitching, tipping, stone work,
linking, mending, crocheting,
embroidery, lace and button work,
stickers, sequin work and cutting
thread.

Again, 93 per cent of the workers in
question are women, mostly married,
with over 50 per cent being young
adults.

They mostly depend on middlemen
who take a substantial share of their
earnings, further limiting fair wage
distribution, disclose the findings.
The supply chain is dominated by
subcontractors (53 per cent) and
vendors (35 per cent) with factories

S

- directly managing only 18.8 per cent

of work orders.

Workers typically receive ordersona
piece-rate basis with 93.6 per cent
paid per pieceand only 6.4 per are
found receiving fixed monthly
salaries.

The study also revealed that their
workplace safety remains
inadequate, with limited access to
protective equipment and first-
aid facilities and they face limited
access to healthcare, relying
mostly on pharmacies and public
hospitals.

Most workers operate from home,
often invelving family members in
production.

Addressing the event, labour
secretary AHM Shafiquzzaman
acknowledged the vital contribution
of these workers and, on behalf of the
government, pledged to prioritise

their farmal recognition.
He stressed that the apparel sector
trade body-BGMEA-should ask its

M@MMM
subcontracting to offer work orders to

licensed vendors to initially ensure
better pay.

He also accentuated the need for
collaborative efforts, calling upon
civil-society organisations,
development partners and trade
unions to support.

Speakers stressed the importance of
recognising home-based workers
within the formal labour framework
and emphasised the need for policy
interventions to safeguard their
rights and the necessity to ensure fair
wages and improved working
conditions for such workers in
alignment with global labour
standards.

They also pressed for ratifying ILO
Convention 177.

The report's recommendations
included legal recognition and
protection, expanding DIFE
inspection to subcontracting factories
and home-based garment workers in
the RMG sector.

Italso called for buyers to adopt fair
pricing strategies that enable
suppliers to pay living wages toall
workers.

Vanessa, Contract Management,
OXFAM Australia, AKM Nasim,
member of Labour Reform {
Commission and AKM Ashraf Uddin,
executive director of the BLF, among
others, spoke there.

munni_fe@yahoo.com
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ads 5.7%

export

growth in January

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

The country’s merchandise exports increased

'by 5.7 percent year-on-year in January, driven
by higher shipments of Bangladesh’s key
export item, readymade garments.

The country shipped $4.43 billion worth
of goods in January, up from $4.19 billion
in the same month a year ago, according o0
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data released
yesterday.

Garment exports rose 5.57 percent year-
on-year to $3.66 billion during the month.
However, exports of other traditional items
like leather and leather goods, and jute
declined.

January’s receipts brought total expori
earnings nearly 12 percent higher, to $28.96
billion in the first seven months of fiscal year
(FY) 2024-25. In the same period of FY24,
exports stood at $25.93 hillion.

Apart from apparel, some products also
performed well during the July-January
period.

For example, frozen fish shipments
increased by 13.19 percent year-on-year to
$283.54 million.

During the July-January period, agro
exports grew by 10,59 percent to $673.84
million, according to FPB data.

In the first seven months of FY?25,
shipments of pharmaceuticals also increased
by 11.29 percent to $132.44 million.

Plastic goods exports grew by 24.32 percent
to 8181.79 million. Leather and leather goods
exports grew by 34.77 percent to 8$669.03

Apparel leads v

million in the July-January period of the
current fiscal year,

In the July-January period, bicycle exports
increased by 63.95 percent to $63.04 million.
Non-leather footwear exports grew by 34.21
percent to $318.09 million.

Home Lextile exports grew by 6.22 percent
to $493.86 million, and specialised textile
shipments increased by 20.19 percent (o
$229.70 million, according to EPB data.

Man-made filament exports edged up by
24.91 percent (o $23L18 million, and cotton
and cotton product exports grew by 13.74
percent to $369.39 million. il
Handicraft exports grew by 15.18 percent to
$23.82 million in July-January
of the current fiscal vear, EPB
data also show.

Faruque Hassan, former

FROM PAGE B1

After experiencing
consecutive  double-digit
growth in the past four
months (Seprember-

in January slowed to 5.57
percent, with a single-
month export value of

The knitwear . sector
posted relatively higher
growth of 6.62 percent,
while woven ~ garment

ort.  growth - recorded
While the growth

figures are encouraging,

they do not fully reflect
the challenges faced by
the industry, especially
the pressure on prices and
costs, said Rubel.

He said further analysis
is required (o identify the
specific factors influencing
this trend, such as market-
specific performance,
product and  market
concentration, and other
variables.

Global trade is estimated
to have shrunk considerably
last year, leading to intense
price competition.

Rubel said that amid the
looming trade war, there
are some opportunities for
the RMG sector.

However, several
priorities need tw be
sel (0 support business
operaticns, including a
consistent energy supply
and stable financial and
banking sectors, he added,

president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA),
said apparel exports continued
to grow, defving “a lot of
domestic and international
challenges.” |
He said that Donald Trump's
second term in the White House

may benefit apparel exports

to the American market from
Bangladesh. ;

Expn'rt"éarnihgsf |

Inbillion $: sorceers

Jan

During his election campaigns, the US
president vowed to impose punishing import -
tariffs on some countries, including the
garment manufacturing powerhouse China.

After assuming office in January this
year, he has already levied a 10 percent duty
on US imports from China, which pushes
up the effective tariff rates to as high as 35
percent. .

Hassan said the imposition of a 25 percent
duty on Mexican goods will also benefit
Bangladesh, as Mexico has become a major
garment-producing nation in recent years.

This change followed Trump’s decision to
impose a 25 percent duty on Chinese goods
during his first term. Subsequ ty, Chinese
manufacturers flocked to Mexico to invest
and take advantage of duty-free trade benefits
under the United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA).

From July to January, Bangladesh's RMG
exports to the global market saw a 12 percent
growth, reaching a total of $23.55 billion.

However, when comparing the July-
January RMG export figures of FY 2024-
2025 with those from the same period in FY
2022-23, the growth over the two-year period
was only 1.38 percent, said Mohiuddin Rubel,
a former director of BGMEA, in a written
comiment., 'Q'
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Bangladesh ex;:-mcnced a sngnihn:ant
decline in overseas migration last year,
primarily due to changes in the political
and economic landscape.
1 The total number of migrant workers
dropped to 10,09,146 in 2024, marking
a 274 percent decrease from 13,90,811 in
2023, according 1o the Annual Report
2024 by Ami Probashi, a digital platform
supporting migrant workers,
The report was launched yesterday at
an event held at a city hotel.
The decline was attributed to political
and subsequent economic instabilities
in July 2024, which likely contributed to
the slowdown in migration.
Uncertainty over job securily and
future opportunities also discouraged
many potential workers from seeking
employment abroad.
A notable decline in migration numbers
was observed between May and September
2024, with 54,725 migrants going abroad
in June, 71,080 in July, 52,818 in August,
and 64,157 in September.
However, the numbers surged to
104,811 in October, maintaining a steady
rate from October to December.
Meanwhile, despite the overall
decline, female participation in Bureau
of Manpower, Employment, and
Training (BMET) registration nearly
doubled compared to the previous year.
Female registration increased from 2.78
percent in 2023 to 4.79 percent in 2024,
“For females, Jordan seems to be a
very popular destination for work, as
over 13,000 female migrants travelled

to the country last year, particularly for

W|
- o s
ey e

emplosmcnt in the garment sector,”
said M Tanvir Siddique, group head of
innovation at Bangla Trac Group.

Saudi Arabia remained the top

destination for Bangladeshi migrants,
accounting for 62.17 percent of the total
migration, with approximately 627,000
workers departing for the kingdom.
" This continued preference is driven
by a high demand for both skilled
and unskilled labour, particularly in
infrastructure development.

In contrast, Malaysia, the second-

largest destination, saw a decline in
migration numbers, with only 93,000
workers moving there in 2024. The drop
is artributed to changes in Malaysia's
foreign labour policies.

Additionally,  General Training
Enrolment, a key indicator of skilled
workforce preparation, [ell sharply,
decreasing from 236,270 enrolments
in 2023 o 112,166 in 2024, pointing (o
shifting trends in job preparedness and
overseas employment demand.

"I'he rise in female BMET registration

a ' growing confidence of
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lVllgratlon drops by 27pc

Political, economic instability to blame,
reveals Ami Probashi’s 2024 report

Bangladeshi women in pursuing
employment overseéas. With the right
training and support, we can ensure
a stronger, more skilled workforce
abroad,” said Tarique E Haque, founder
and managing director of Ami Probashi.
Last vyear, 798,276 individuals
registered with BMET, an increase from
660,088 in 2023. While men continue to
dominate the overseas labour force, the
rise in female participation highlights a
growing acceptance of women in skilled
and semi-skilled professions abroad.

g Saudi Aabiaremains top destination

¥ Migration to Malaysia deciines

* due tostricerpolices

»» Jordan emrgsaswdesﬂnaﬂon --
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The report also highlights a
changing preference among female
workers, with more women enrolling in
tech-related training courses such as
computer operation, graphics design,
and AutoCAD drafting, rather than
traditional demestic work.

Over 700 female workers migrated as
skilled professionals last year.

The report shows that Dhaka division
sent the highest number of migrants
abroad last year, totalling 2.64 lakh,
followed by Chattogram with 2.31 Iakh

Khulna with 72,000, and
“Rajshahi with 66,000. s
Experts at the event
suggested that enhanced
training programmes,
gender-inclusive  policies,
and better foreign labour
agreements could help
revitalise the migration
sector and boost skilled
labour exports, ensuring
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Baugladesh expenenced a mgniﬁcant
decline in overseas migration last year,
primarily due to changes in the political
and economic landscape.

The total number of migrant workers
dropped t010,09,146 in 2024, marking
a 274 percent decrease from 13,9081l in
2023, according to the Annual Report
2024 by Ami Probashi, a digital platform
supporting migrant workers.

The report was launched yesterday at
an event held at a city hotel,

The decline was attributed to political
and subsequent economic instabilities
in July 2024, which likely contributed to
the slowdown in migration.

Uncertainty over job security and
future opportunities also discouraged
many potential workers from seeking
employment abroad.

A notable decline in migration numbers
was observed between May and September
2024, with 54,725 migrants going abroad
in June, 71,080 in July, 52,818 in August,
and 64,157 in September.

However, the numbers surged to
104,811 in October, maintaining a steady
rate from October to December.,
Meanwhile, despite the overall
decline, female participation in Bureau
of Manpower, Employment, and
Training (BMET) registration nearly
doubled cnmpared to the previous year,
Female registration increased from 2.78
percent in 2023 1o 4.79 percent in 2024.
“For females, Jordan seems to be a
very popular destination for work, as
over 13,000 female migrants travelled
to the country last year, particularly for
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empluymem in the garment seclor,
said M Tanvir Siddique, group head of
innovation at Bangla Trac Group.

Saudi Arabia remained the (op

destination for Bangladeshi migrants,
accounting for 62.17 percent of the total
migration, with approximately 627,000
workers departing for the kingdom.
" This continued preference is driven
by a high demand for both skilled
and unskilled labour, particularly in
infrastructure development.

In contrast, Malaysia, the second

largest destination, saw a decline in
migration numbers, with only 93,000
workers moving there in 2024, The drop
is attributed to changes in Malaysia's
foreign labour policies.

Additionally, General Training
Enrolment, a key indicator of skilled
workforce preparation, fell s
decreasing from 236,270 enmlments

in 2023 1o 112,166 in 2024, pointing to

shifting trends in job preparedness and
overseas employment demand.
"Tht: rise in female BMET registration
a  growing confidence of
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Migration drops by 27pc

Political, economic instability to blame,
reveals Ami Probashi’s 2024 report

Bangladeshi women in  pursuing
employment overseas. With the right
training and support, we can ensure
a stronger, more skilled workforce
abroad,” said Tarique E Haque, founder
and managing director of Ami Probashi.
Last year, 798276 individuals
registered with BMET, an increase from
660,088 in 2023. While men continueto |
dominate the overseas labour force, the
rise in fernale participation highlights a
growing acceptance of women in skilled
and semi-skilled professions abroad.

7 Saudi Arabiaremains top destination
¥» Migration to Malaysia declines

due to stricter policies

»» Jordan emerges as key destination
forfemale RMGworkers

) Female BMET registrations nearly doubles

The report also highlights a
changing preference among female
workers, with more women enrolling in
tech-related training courses such as
computer operation, graphics design,
and AutoCAI} drafting, rather than
traditional domestic work.

Over 700 female workers migrated as
skilled professionals last vear.

The report shows that Dhaka division
sent the highest number of migrants
abroad last year, totalling 2.64 lakh,
followed by Chattogram with 2.31 lakh,

Khulna with 72,000, and
Rajshahi with 66,000, .
~ Experts at the event
suggested that enhanced
training programines,
gender-inclusive  policies,
and better foreign labour
agreements could help
revitalise the migration
- sector and boost skilled
labour exports, ensuring
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Apparel exports to US grow
slightly to $7.34b in 2024

RMG - EANGLADESH

Bangladesh’s apparel exports to the United States
grew by 0.75% year-on-vear to $7.34 billion in
2024, despite fluctuations throughout the year.

However, the country’s share of the US ap-
parel market slightly declined to 9.26% from
9.37% in 2023.

In volume, ready-made garment (RMG)
shipments rose by 4.89%, reaching 2.37 billion

W

. Value of Bangladesh's apparel
exports to 1S finbillion USD)-

= inus Apparel Market

square metres compared to 2.26 billion in 2023,
according to the US Department of Commerce’s
Office of Textiles and Apparel.

The year began with a challenging 36.73%
drop in January exports to $547.06 million, and
further declines were recorded in March, April,
May, June, and July, with August showing a
marginal dip of 0.20%.

Despite early setbacks, exports rebound- -

ed in the second half of the year, with robust
growth starting in September. November saw
the highest single-month 1 SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

e

Sty

. Bangladesh's Export Share

9.35%
9.26%

He expressed optimism for 2025,
citing rising demand from West-
ern markets, easing inflation, and
lower interest rates, while empha-
sising Bangladesh’s potential to
benefit from the China-US trade
war, provided internal factors like
political stability improve,

Echoing Faruque’s comments,
Abdullah Hil Rakib, managing di-
rector of Team Group, agreed, not-
ing the opportunity for Bangladesh
to expand in the US market as busi-

He highlighted that the US gov-
ernment’s plan to impose a 10%
import duty on Chinese goods

could further benefit Bangladesh.

However, Rakib criticised the -

8.16%

lack of government support, say-
ing, “The government has shown
no intention of aligning policies
with the industry’s needs.”

He urged a review of policies

based on IMF recommendations,
warning that without reforms, the in-
Singapore’s growth without IMF pre-

8.76%
PREN 9.74%

1.08%

2

635%
658%
6.32%
653%

1.29
1.34

114

4%

L 0%

Over the past decade, Bangla-
desh’s apparel exports to the US
have steadily increased, solidifying
its position as a key supplier.

X e XA
ELGER DN
afqarg | » el 03¢ 1

zT<IRIIE =4y 98
QA SO

billion in 2024. Exporis fluctuated
from $5.40 billion in 2015 to a dip
in 2016 and 2017, before recovering

in 2018 and 2019.
A decline to $5.23 billion in 2020

T dferawes > wasfo]lomdhyastn;ngmhmd
SRt Sty e Wi e in 2021, rising 36% to $7.14 billion,
o T AN T B | ST T according to the government data.
Per i Wy (G e Mo el ELlI S The peak came in 2022, with ex-
7 Pree o Sfeund SR oT ports hitting $9.73 billion, before
g Tl SfeArE e ) 9 dipping 25% to $7.29 billion in 2023
fafom (wrera ETET 82 & ELEY AEES due to global economic factors.
m'¢inw|wfﬁ:mmﬂﬂ Bangladesh remains the
e EfedrR ARmEE iR T R third-largest apparel exporter to
fee wre feqfors @w oo BIH0NEA | the US, with a 9.26% market share,
s fagiers fofy e, oo S while China and Vietnam dominate
fefers (Ui Cieemes g e with 20.83% and 18.90% shares, re-
gaff 6 sEuAl @@ (o6 fSer spectively. _
s forgy e FPiEe S S Total US apparel imports reached
BT = | $79.26 billion in 2024, a 1.71% in-

crease from the previous year.
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AHSAN HABIB
Most listed readymade garment (RMG)
producers secured higher profits during
the October-December period of this
fiscal year, buoyed by global demand
even amidst the myriad challenges
plaguing Bangladesh’s overall business
climate.

Companies that are relatively large,
based on their export volume and

sofemrel (oI5 o T 4I0R S capital, staged improved performances
a5 ZooTS fore SIS SIS giRe but small companies continued to
= 3 TR TGS TR struggle. 3 _

oz e4h 59 AU B LG Among the 40 listed companies from

this sector that published the data, 25
saw higher profits while 15 saw lower
profits. However, 15 companies that
have been in the Z category for many
years have not published any data yeL.

The combined profit of the 40
companies that shared reports showed
the continuation of a rising trend after
being hit hard during the politically
volatile July-September quarter last
year.

Their total profit soared 50 percent
.year-on-year to Tk 197 crore in the
October to December period of last
year, according to data compiled by
Sandhani Asset Management Lid.

The RMG sector has been facing
difficulties since 2023 when salaries were
hiked and energy prices almost doubled,
said Shams Mahmud, managing director
of Shasha Denims |.td.

That year, it was decided that the

b
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arge listed RMG
naxers secure
higher profits

raised to Tk 12,500 from Tk 8,000, he
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RMG workers would g6t a 9 percent
annual wage increment whereas earlier
it was 5 percent, he said.
Simultaneously, the minimum wage
for an entry-level t worker was

added.

Many companies, especially small
establishments, could not absorb the
rise in costs.

Their situation deteriorated further
as political and industrial unrest and
floods hampered production last year,
Mahmud said.

Above all, factories were not supplied
with adeguate gas and electricity, so
most fell into "deep problems”, he said.

Only large companies managed (o
absorb the shock, continued to get
export orders and shipped products
properly, he said.

Bangladesh’s RMG exports grew
13.28 percent year-on-year to SI19.88
hillion in the current financial year
of 2024 25, according to Export
Promotion Bureau.

Envoy Textiles Ltd saw a 161 percent
rise in profits, while Square Textiles
Lid reported 58 percent and Malek
Spinning Mills Ltd 22 percent.

One of the ways that large companies
managed to absorb the shock was by
using their financial strength, said
Mahmud, who is also a former president
of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.
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REMITTANCE - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

Bangladesh has been sending more workers to
Saudi Arabia than any other destination. The num-
bers tell the story — 5.26 lakh In FY24, 4.52 lakh in
FY¥23, and 6.53 lakh in FY22, Over the last three fis-
calyears, nearly half of all Bangladeshis who went
abroad for work landed in the Gulf kingdom. |

But here's where the puzzle begins. Despite
this massive outflow of warkers, remittances from
Saudi Arabia have been in freefall, The inflow
peaked at $572 billion in FY21, then started tum-
bling - $4.54 billion in FY22, $3.77 billion in FY23,
and down to just $2.74 billion in FY24.

Meanwhile, the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
which recruited only 2.46 lakh Bangladeshi work-
ers in the last three years - less than half of Saudi
Arabia’s intake - sent back $4.64 billion in remit-
tances in FY24. That's almost double the amount
coming from Saudi Arabia,

So, where is the money going?

Experts point to several factors, The first is the
growing number of undocumented Bangladeshi
workers in Saudi Arabia. Many employers are un-

~ willing to pay the high cost of Igama (residence
permits for foreign workers), 3 '
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Why Saudi remittances are shppmg despite a record surge in Woriers

leaving workers in legal limbo.

Sources from the Bangladesh Association of Inter-
national Recruiting Agencies (Baira) say as many as 60-
70% of Bangladeshi workers in Saudi Arabia failed to
secure their Igama in the last three years,

Without legal status, these workers earn less and can-
not send money home through official banking chan-
nels. Instead, they tumn to hundi, an informal money
transfer system that keeps remittances off the books.

A report by Migrant-Rights.org, a GCC-based advoca-
cy group, suggests that most workers using hundi are
undocumented. Some families also prefer hundi over
banks simply because they find it easier,

But there's more to the story.

Bangladesh Bank officials and analysts suggested
that the rising trend of money laundering from Saudi
Arabia to the UAE - and ‘its subsequent re-entry into
Bangladesh as remittances - may have something to do
with the remittance digparity.

“Why are remittances from the UAE rising while those
from Saudi Arabia are falling? This needs a serious in-
vestigation,” said Professor Mustafizur Rahman, a distin-
guished fellow at the Centre for Policy Dialogue.

He said, “Iflaundered money from Dubai is returning
as remittances, that is not a simple matter either. No con-
clusion can be drawn without a proper investigation.”
Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H Mansur has also
raised similar concerns., At an event for non-resident
Bangladeshis on 1 January, he warned that a fraudulent
syndicate is manipulating remittances.

“Not all remittances from Saudi Arabia are coming di-
rectly to Bangladesh now. They are hedng routed through
Dubai,” he said.

“A group is buying remittances from Saudi Arabia,
stockpiling them, and selling them to Bangladeshi banks
at higher rates, thereby destabilising Bangladesh’s dollar
market from abroad. Under pressure to settle payments,
banks sometimes agree to pay a premium, pushing up
the cost of the dollar in Bangladesh,” said the governor.

Beyond the numbers
The fall in official remittances from Saudi Arabia is not
just about undocumented workers or illegal money trans-

fers, Sector insiders say there are other factors at play.
The dollar crisis in Bangladesh has forced some large

conglomerates to engage with hundi networks to secure

foreign currency. Meanwhile, higher payments for Hajj and

left unchecked, this trend could further squeeze Bangla-
desh’s foreign exchange reserves, making it even harder
for businesses to operate and imports to flow, experts say.

How high Igama fees make workers undocumented
Noman Chowdhury, immediate past vice president of Baira,
told TBS, “Over the past three ta four years, 60-70% of Bang-
ladeshis who went to Saudi Arabia have faced lgama issues.
I send workers to reputed Saudi companies, but even then,
at least 10% of them face Iqama problems. Because of this,
they are forced to send money through hundi.”

Igama must be renewed every year, with the fee paid
by the employer.

ployment visa receive a three-month temporary permit.

ers in non-industrial, low-wage sectors like construc-

become undocumented.

Umrah also contribute to the rising use of hundi channels. .
The numbers may not add up, but the impact is real. If

Rryadh for over a decade and now works in a supermar-
ket, has not had a valid work permit for the last two years
because his employer did not pay the Igama fee.

“As 1 do not have Igama, I cannot send money
thruughhankingchmelsmmyfamﬂy I have to use
other people or non-banking channels,” Fazlur Rahman
told TBS over the phone on Tuesday.

“I have frequently requested my employer to renew
my Igama, but he has not taken any action,” he added,

Bangladeshi migrants who faced job-related issues in
various destinations have submitted around 6,755 com-
plaints over the last last year, Tepresenting a 184% increase

compa:ed to the previuus year, according to the Bureau
of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET).

Approximately 80% of these complaints have come
from Saudi-based jobs, according to sector insiders.

Bangladeshi workers bound for Saudi Arabia face
challenges with work permits, job security, delayed sal-
aries, and wage theft. BMET sources say 50% of issues
invelve Ilgama, as many employers fail to provide the re-
quired residence permits.

In response, the Minisiry of Expatriate Welfare black-
listed 24 Saudi companies for fraudulent practices, ban-
ning them from hiring through Bangladeshi agencies,

Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia recently discussed Iqa-
ma renewal fees and job losses due to non-renewals. On -
30 January, Saudi Vice Minister Abdullah Abuthnain and
Bangladesh’s ‘Expatriates’ Welfare Adviser Asif Nazrul
met in Riyadh to address these concemns, according to
the foreign ministry.

Earlier in an interview with TBS in late 2024, Saudi
Ambassador to Bangladesh Essa Youssef Essa Al Duhai-
lan said, “Bangladeshi migrant workers in Sau-

di Arabia facing issues like unpaid salaries or
missing igamas can seek legal redress, contact
their embassy or work with Saudi authorities to

protect their rights.”

Regarding curbing hundi, he said, “This isan
issue that concerns both workers and the gov-
emments of both countries. We now have digital
financial platforms that allow for instant, secure
remittances. If workers resort to informal sys-
tems like Hundi, it not only harms Bangladesh's
economy but also the host country’s economy.”

Saudi hiring more workers, but mostly

less skilled

Saudi Arabia has continued to be the largest
overseas labour market for Bangladeshi work-
ers, but the majority of recent recruits fall into
the less-skilled category,

According to an Ami Probashi Platform re-
part, Saudi Arabia hired more general workers
than any other category last year, while the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) recruited more ac-
countants and skilled professionals.

Typically, workers entering Saudi Arabia on an em-

Employers are required to secure a work permit within
this period by paying an u,000-riyal Igama fee for work-

tion, cleaning, and agriculture. Without this, workers
Employers currently pay 8,600 riyals per year to Sau-

di’s labour ministry for each worker’s [gama. Addition-
ally, they must also cover insurance and an extra 600

riyals for the interior ministry, bringing the total annual |

mhmm;:erwo:ker.
B@‘_hhman,aﬂanghd&shiwhahashemhmgm

Umrah payments contribute to more

hundi transactions

Applicants for an Umrah visa to Saudi Arabia must pay
fees to the Ministry of Hajj and Umrah, including trans-
portation charges.

A Hajj and Umrah agency owner, requesting anonymity,
said, “I send money through banks when the riyal rate is
low, but use other channels when bank rates are higher.”

Each year, 450,000-500,000 Bangladeshis perform
Umrah, spending nearly Tki1,000 crore, with half sent via
banks and the rest through hundi. While Hajj payments
are now strictly routed through banks, hundi remains
prevalent for Umrah.

Meanwhile, large Bangladeshi exporters struggling to
access dollars have turned to hundi, setting up offices
in remittance-rich countries to collect funds informal-
ly. “This is an open secret, especially in Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Dubai, and Qatar,” said Munshi Md Ashfaqul

Alam, a remittance and Islamic banking expert at Bang-
ladesh Finance Ltd.

0 |




A

_ lmﬂ.ﬂfﬁmﬂamm

mmmmmm
s @ Tof s e o Bl R
71T g Fraferm areRieTE SR
TritaEia 0 | 2038 Al v e
meﬂmlmmﬁamﬁﬁm
8 o B TR TR AR B
=it 2 o At | 5T et sferiem o
AT 77 B TR oo | e o
(/T 7B TN TS0 I WRE WET 9o
4 B1 =A5TE AR AR | R whe so
w4 PR WA IPwEE e CRfew
e ardE v | B ol S Pree
“AigE o @R Fam e o
e AT A AT TS IR
steeE =R «F SAPNT TRIY AR
Tg7 4 0T A A
e AR SwemR  wme
FEhR @wes aiti Siew R e
Hfa=Tas ToE T g, A6 SEEIeE T
I AR TE |
LR AT FIAHal G, 2038 R
a5 firs Bofe e s aem g
bt ffes =3 sa o4 1 T O @3B
st wiere o e s 1 < T, fofam

mmmm -

ot AvEE BufE Aibiel @A) o
frr W oTe 9" FE @
wHam gfewe) W fo BE e
@ S0 74 Grer orfba T S
SR 0T AR Wi E 7| O e
w oy Wi | WA AR 5
FE weiven fufoe
mmmmﬂ:mwm
Fiel| A fe ARE wike S0 AR bl
Wi 2z vaEls | e wiE, fiet = orea
T wTER TE EEn am T3
AT T ==
Mmmmmﬁa
AT T CAER e | FW0E FES AT
=t WiER @ W, ik Ao ot
W (7 | B WIBTE WA ST (AT ATy
AR 4T wETE @W T oake, S
WG A i@ Fr iy w5
x| o @ e TR fg o ot
e UiBUEe " BT (iR wE oA A
TR T I TS o | (e i At
e e wems =W 2 el e
fimres @m S @ aew, e =
A W T o e e e
T fSe 3= o P ToE T
orare W B 5% Te AR T

4508 o | BIe MsTiE dma e s
SR 631 2T T W R o e
GiGS T AP o e 3 5%

FTEE IR A T A, e
o<1 e TTeien! © A ol B 38
¢o =i Brat iz | wieeet @ St 5
o e 711 IR TR T S0 W
fere] fimn @ wfiesr Bas

MIWWHWWMW .

@S fagem w11 el o ffaar b

T wme oe ol TFCEE ﬂ!

Mﬁsﬁ!‘ﬁe‘ml o
AT U FS

o et e et wrF L Y

DS A A et @9 aaEe o

FEE T G SI0E | 7 Wy
fiat, =iftw 6 =#fF wewm wwew €A
A [T vt @ 200 R

ST Bl e ) A e e

T TFEGALe AGE I | WACH FE
4= & 9o WY T Fm Wi e
B FE A WE (T W G
W WECE Giete wen PG gore ey
gl W Fem @ e e

wﬁmmmmﬁwmmmm1
Bawe @ apfen am, Tl 9aE
TG TE T AN wos, TR
mmmmu

il e ¥ ) e v e i




.W

: B WANSIE TS weny
95 SReee W, W wm www s ST OGO YT
WWWWw firg Wﬁﬁﬁm
!mmmmmmm;r?m WW

R ST TS0 ST (581 wE . FERI 4O BY wee frerE g a |
Wﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁm@mﬁmm atar e ﬁfﬁlm@ﬁl‘?ﬂ'ﬁmmﬁ’i
= faf wor we e ffrogss m!wm e R A
F e A o e wimi o ST AR o R A
W W RS LS A Sty Ty eSO, S, B, wihre, e, 1o,
T T e AR e R = A, Wi, &7 oA o
ST TS N v fory e witre waTBO @ e T5TTEE €51 Whes
'mammaﬁatm#ﬁrwqmm fFtem T st W WEe fEEn e v
T TR WA W) odh (U0F TS s08¢ ATETEA A W FA0eT ASARE et wee-am
AT MO @FT G T Ay go wuy B Roe waens g @t smrdy
qFEt ke o onE o W e s e e e SR e
wmﬁmfﬁﬁmmmsmmmﬁm mﬂwmlmsﬂﬁzﬁﬂrﬁww

i wmmgmmmwmmmﬁam

T TETEE 0b8 A I Rea FPST 2 e e wea | o TS o
Wi wewey o fefarm e w7 R awm gt (e et Sar s T
TR (T © T 208 BN, (AR (W s WY SN YRS T e | el
TET apd, ST (A0 Sy, ﬁ%ﬁﬁmm €% (M T ST A0 (3 3 GO TAE
S84, Ty BT (0 G0, SRSE GI0 WP BE | WSS I0E R SweR S
(T S0 @92 SO (AT S SN JAEIE TNT R A B w0 e e,
et o ST | < ST 2038 AN oS WA & euneé it Ty e & o6
(P4 CATE bt T SIS AT . BT e e e @ o whra s
= WWWW|WMW
BISH ST FOANSF T, T Wﬁzﬁ Y (T AAATE AT T A

VTR, | Sterwr, werdis, @ww, wreid, 2w,
ﬂwmmmaa'

2033 T @b ey SifFe 99N BN
MMlﬁaMﬁﬂﬂmm
s SR, @M @, TS

MWWWWWW

(FISTAT (4 ] (BT
mmmﬁmmmmmm
RS BEUE T O 8% g wdfEe A
memﬂﬁﬁmﬂm‘wm
W)

mwﬂ'&mﬁh O FE | A WA
o CIBTER OB SRR TR AT (O ST QI
. Arifess SGFTE @ ¢ @ds whs T e
(Y GoTE) AR RO A e S
W Bt o o A Titeee e g
e T Tl gy B AW asE B
A GCATE | T W 5 s varg fewig WKy o
mmﬂmmmmwwm
e 7 R fesm afrm oy Lo
. s e swm asefesm o TR

- G

NAR@] @Tlgm -
TO IR VOLS ?IT\ AL

ﬁammmmmn :

fofou a2 BT (7| OTIRA (R -Fee buss
ﬂﬂw urE| M rure e A
fafirg ot o o wm @ ofo ' Aw 9T
mmmwmﬁﬁmm
Ewwuﬁmﬁﬁwmm
sﬁ‘m ST T TR G AT
TaE meﬁﬂw.
O TS ST e, wearE epa ot
TR (YRR ) e R e B
S A = wEa [, PR fens s
| WA AT (4 (BT @R T A
WA AT AT CBICAT (AL U, Sl G (A
m:«wmmmmmﬁﬁmmu
% erfore arm B o o o i
IMEY @ AT s e gE e mEe s
(T (TP | (3 ST (3 ey 313 e aft
W iy TR A oa [ s
T wsiee et (e g weie wiitgs seo
W»m%mmmﬁwzﬁ

ST AT QUTTYST IR FHE4 |
e st i S v apeg T THonE
creras e ey oW, ffidm R e
ey Hota wite, 2fel aRi et
Y EME T CTCA qIRTT AR W wWE
AW TR W Ay Rfew weg
WA M51 AreEiieE Sl Eeew eEe
ooy g | wielE e At S A St e
03¢ TP (30 (FEFAE) o7 80 WHIT AP

At Hw it cres g T
mﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁmﬁw
creletet Al Sty Afacn a?wm
Tofe o TIENY erm 6% WE T
o S T 4fedE W amm el At
AT T SIS | SCENY AT ST
mWﬁwmwmmm_
Sl Siiiss (iee S BRER S At SO
wfiias s ffsg = 3 Eod il
ﬁﬁmwwammmﬁﬁrmmw
AT S T | O @ Regs wirse g
(o SSranerE Ty i Arawa a3 oS! Yre

F | ST ST ST W o R e
BT NEETH WS | AR FRH W ¢ S

SATETE B (BIE® wa weeem) g Afeas
i wfEaE s wa ) Roew e weds e
&w =9 =S wH | FAS SrA Wt «F e
TR T

fererar dfF @ T o3¢ A FREEw ‘ﬁﬁ

AT 7% g A | & T qEg 0T TS

2033 AT AT VAR oI O Y| T
Rfewy ams w6 It TAe S% TN TS
AT S | T QS I TN ST UNE ) O
WWWMMW

=fager e Ao, ffewia oo R o
freuiar soiiy w9 e @i, o ey
(5THle 75 AT T W 5 59|

w |




_ R -0 L
l_ﬁ“um"nm

2038-3¢ LI oUW 7S T B
SRS oo AR @S ofterg

83 (@b 9L &Y 20 ITF NN T

FBSWE WS WS

58 I ab T @0 THR TR
GOSH T (T A0

29 @G 5> 7Y wo TER

205b-3055 THREE 9L @G 20 T T
2055-20 WA ¢8 @G b A V0 ZYTIA B
T 2033-20 TR wb (@G 08 FY 90 TY&H
TR DAE o WS q0 T FH| o

l

BTSN IREOTR I T I e S
T (US| 3 W STE WIw 9 & A
oie #EiF @UeE o4 5» Mo Ifhe e
TqEEd 032 AN oefers amfN s
G B Ifea T afora e e 79w
e CENR | TR I, AT SN IE S
TIHE (MN Ble] SRS 9L Tl AN (U
T@Ea @ e wEEN s 9 A
SRR 5w @z asfw Saaa gate ()
O I, beIfT 20%8-3¢ WITEFA HYT T ATH

-GER) TR TR fgieE ofdse 8y

@B ae &Y 0 oW (89 ffrs) oo

Clees | W WO TEES QT3 TAEE PR ob
7 90 =orE @R G TN WG S o8
@1 g @ TR FESWR (FIe1S 422 39 @
3> #R Lo EEE TELAR QSA o zEfe
e 3m ow S, S039-38 weantad
GEE-TIAE AN SRS (I i 2l o
B oL @B v 7N TER Sovo-38 TEREGE
TES T AP B Ww 360E a8 GE by
W 00 TEW GEE, T 303%-30 SEIEE b
@i 98 Y 90 IS TAT (5TH da FEE 90
o T @ REw A il gws @

mmmﬁm&mmwmfﬁqﬁa
Besiws e @ seaifeces et @ Teie T
HAIAE A SRS Gl WA IR 203 S
fffsaniaz s e IEEWA wEe
e AT aew, Femd ofen Afes
mmﬁmmmsﬁf&m
T o IR Qo ame e s

N Iom TS U
TGRSR, TS AAS ARG
J© ova Fom @i
HfFBIa- (g Wde GifEw
ez siir=ifar o e
ATF T[S &
v a0

2Ty BeFmAE (33T) @ref SR e
oI IO AT A B AR O SESR T
O IS A A% AT ARG (U

FENAE o AW @ JrEfares a=0s 98
e TR ISEEE SNAE AHACEE N3] G
(I S F9= s I FEEl

TE FET (UE O i TEaste
Sanena S e 93 o seas e
TACE HE A6 CUTE] TS JAAE| T WA
T, SRFTEIE (4 SEReTg HEea! e e
oal Tee ga RwWe afEfEe AR s

Q9

T STACEA Y CENAE WEE 9 TS
mﬁﬂa‘q@mmmﬁﬂmm

o5 AT TSy IEAET 9T FEEE W
(il AT WAERTS FTLAS ST A
TH RN wrw w5 s | Arefee
GEA T (D | TEATS  CPTREE
AYFACS 20 AT WU IR T A TH
WA A TEY AL T IS 98iHE oo
BFEOF HOIE AHE 9A2 THACE @ TIPS #3fe
wefimerg o oma) 9eles agivemes WE
TR, (AR 519 Wit afafEe spe e ot
e 422 TEmEar A wfeazr sors, oF
TZarE e overaE Raet Sese = e
HId| 9Gq qrEeure ey fiens wime
TAR AT A | S A, FRTAE
FowE (EEEE faara ofacs some sam
T TEATA FEE (CRNE WrEEd w9 Ehe|
FAY WESAE AONET AHEE SReEm W
(ORI AR (TP %o HeHm  AEA|
AR SETeRE (AT BERR
ANH 0% S 38 WISHI| WHge SIasandl,
gmAe e, B oroTy o#fEm 9=t
e FOorET TR AREMACT TENE A6
we @, o sEFvem 2ferbe oo oy
<2 RIS TS LI AN FOSE
EVIG T ED S | B O o 1 e mmﬁth
(frFanga) waE Aofs " g e,
mmammmmuﬁmw
5 TS WA | ARG AT T 2o e
(ST YT SABETS ASEBLEAT FRT ST, S,
wWeGvEE Tu Ty T 1 SReE sEs
ANFE TN TR A F@9F T TE TAD FNE
wom Sleas I s folH 7o oA




E-LRICES

W | S HewBa PR
Mmﬁmﬁhmmw
WP RoE et wafer | we

ﬂwmmﬂmw
FAEIE FAR I, W e
mmerWW
m_ﬁwﬁmm _- --;ﬂ

§_ syomies a8 e 20k

-mMmﬂuﬂm

WW‘”*“ﬁwwaﬁéﬁwm

“feTwa “ie AR
¢ (I DIF (M TR

ey sfrars m

7% Tau @fawal TofEvm Ada sa4fb afebrs afierm
=l 5 WE oo AfATNY IF T Ane ARy
HEFIAA 495 WA exe @6 8% WY O | vT qwAd
FFUE e @ew e o+ @R
Fifrea 18 afedrea =i

HEFI AHIPILE FABT 4T N STTTA A7F T WA
Fi-ofae & wx Twmel favifewm o (W3.) <%
TGS (EFH |

=9 Buy W, ‘@fEWmewm TE
FEAEET o) TS bex HfET 6
IIEF o FAFSNT ¢3¢ (1 84 =1
B ARy T T | o = st SR «fEsem T
AT ove (FI 80 =3 8 =T TR ¥4 Zoe 3% 200
@Il 1 (T | S (W) @i M e 8%
eifebi A T (TR T LT 1 b W (rF @R
mbre TRt dfisee  a2fE-lEETE e
AffTeiicy SrmeE TR G 1

TR wra 9w, Qe e omdn G afebee
sook-3008 #fE Gwel yeAx [fes W@ @ w9
SFIAE T W ¢ Ei® FURE, JUFA @6 HW,
i Gwarss S (RaEE) RdER o5 R R
FA1E Wi SR Ty e o A
Afeuls A S e, 94 R T wieT e
——— (TR (TR %L (IS A P, TS TR ST

E=e= - o

NeAM T WCE WA W, Suifgum Hnd afamen
m—waﬁmﬂwmﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬂw
3% Ewerfira R 9= w0 wam | T R
2 Tormtra AT ve s fiwdl « ofifbe @ge o |
=fiftre SifEthifts s 9wme Thrm, aEmr T
& W COITATE T F SR O AR
fafremrs s ferees T Towe | S ffbe s % e
=1 Fagaw AeEiT AT Smm e cEEE |
' FEAT WATE (A0 AGLABE GRS Y (TR T -
FEYL TR A0 @S] oo
wE FE TAAF SR
fim e R
TAaE AFEA @F 759 | fef crwem
TENR 7 (AR FeSLhA Wow ree weifba Rfen afedem
o TERE-EEE A e fam wgEm e o
Fgdfedly <o TOTE TFR 4% FEEeE &N
w9 | GUEE @[ TE ST wWEES gYE AE
(AF T T WA | AT RN $U SR
@reEr St Aves 8w @i S e
41at C10TE THE @rde T (AT W (W TECE | TENEH

e @ Gt om cfere sicHehers
ffide, aemwe amnt Ywemd @R (@l
fifirbe ¢ "o e ffids | ;
et ey Il e ome [{fE s 2T
a7 (RO Frare Fafe Sa4E T Torl offiww
i | ma crm e s G e e e

mmﬁawmwmmﬁﬁmm| “ﬁ‘mﬂmmmm




Y e

ﬂﬁﬂ"lﬂl T CFUIE 2%, 203¢ &

R R CERERLT]

FCAICNS SIS (AT

CTERT TH TR € TR TN W

J05% FTAE TR (4TS 038 AEE & 443 -5 1@ mrR Sdiifes
. e @ TE-GF ANE AT TR € A Tesi R e oere T
So watet w4 oy Tafruer sy frafes 2w | 919 o 49 961
B (I | CFEENG TS FE-SEAA! A SR (FIEE Td So *Eit]
A S So Ry B ave fefcansm o ant gaiEs
3035 AFE T (WE 2033 AEW YA oFFE 4 g T A =)
GURTRS (TN WG (WA | 947 e oH FEENaE G AN S
wIfITE e B A S A P ofY, gib, awfewm, e,
HeRgen e o Rfcem T |

forg 4T RIS T SAIER 9 41T SRS SE (34 FAF e
(T ST A Uia FEe A e e, & UTe @ FeE O
roft . S cives <1302 ~ve I O o Prm Rfoem s
FTCA1 B HIW S SIS G TS ATS WG| AleT T Al | WA @
afta wd R s SR Acnerma AuE wuis A slend faafte
GBS BT AR |

S ey QIR (GTRSE) Y T, (0 AN oRE eo THRA @
BIER WTST Tl BIEl W A WACE | TR FRA| S A A
OF (5T OO @07 | W SEelEeE 20b) WA 4% GEA Ul o,
e SEErS S»ae e Fren ot e fafefe q <haer e
So%0 (MTF do0c FE 4@ e Fem O offawe fem fEelm o
A & T | Yodo FTH B A AW Lo SIS WEE | GrealH
SorErEEE e (BoEf) B s o w9, T S
S s (Sl yo (40E ob ST THT G5-AF 3 AT | 305
it W difee Y AR (Easaw) $EE) et oifeRT © sfEwe
e cFeiae wEe ofE: WE WW W oW FBIEN: 9 A
SO SIS 7 PoEeIrees TRy W WHHEE eaw Aw «fB e
ST | A0S A9 T, AT Snwd (ULG yoda WA RE e fEfEfer
e ey el sra e i o e ad iR 3 T
T TS Rl A wer e IO BT o b (0 do Y
1fG B ol =4 |

GAfAEE-NfEy JaeETa TS, 94 offE wife ¢ 41 e AfE
sl SRR Tory o fow e W gifeE wile | e @i
wdfan qEoeE wererad fem | o oW owia s oD 03 T Y
GOt Tl | SIS e RN WY wemhte §Y [ay 9 1eE
95 @25 TN TE 4 TSI FA OIS TS (AT I 6 T TR
S CAee1 (R A T YA I TAAA A EETA wg e Fre s
&% | WA TSI AEFIGEAR TGA TG WTHE ULF |

farg s RFTTTE Wae e @) #fare S BT A S0 99t
@ e @) sfaw arery W 2 ¢ Fm T v A aEE I
(X1, ST T 4 TS AE R, DY-2 WP Tl A1 g
Eeteane featriTs mf | @ o og-Bue g e
FATE SIS HAU AL | U W] 7Y I (CROeRe w69, S
T T T | BLA 2 AR S (A QST (T TG, TP
& AT %a A <7 IS WOITE, T T WA A1 94 RS wen ) -
BTFe Y3 GFO1 A e T |

20)p FATHT TR (ACF 038 AFAd
o Afw +i15 qua (TR NLASE
weE @ T30 S S T

@ #efy Tesim faucg fae & i

yo =faies F¢ e Rfscasts et
fAaieel aald | ©74 SIS YT 9F5!
AG! (AR | AFEENA TgH -
FEYF T (S CFLAS T S0
e ad e wraa T

o fam e fRfRcesia st s
2R | 2033 TR TR (AF 0%
weTd ga W @ g IEE I ==
GUEES (SN AG] (VAW | 947 7=
A SEIEA A Alel FE AN
A DI W FA1 AT TS BN,
76, «efews, AR, e
aife i RfvawsE o

-




aﬁtﬂlﬂ'ﬁﬁ

vmmzeﬁmmﬂimﬁm'

e weEe iy o R dok A
Sy MW (iR FeeiE e S
V% (1T P 10 T T AT RO
STz T s Bierd o e L e
ammm

swnﬁ%w'

mﬂ%ma&mﬂmwaﬂ i 18

o3 qwAT el TS SR Tge o

afr BTy TSR Wl 9 o 9
.Mml “foRgw e, 15 T

: mmm
Sy WEE 49 WWMMw
wmwmkeﬁﬁmmm
W@ﬂ

" e farmee sy (e 0K, PR
A 2038 T 2 Tifie ot e o e |
craTR wifeE @ e TN M T 8y

wate g o T 9 ot orfl wen e
Bt Lo (o T 2038 T 3 W T

Wmm,mmmmmso
o o o (1T
WAE TTE 038 mm & w8

WWMWMWmHM

w5 § e v ey femona 8w
awﬁWWammﬂmm
wm|wmwmww

. :1‘ ﬁﬂwﬁ
_wﬁmm:mﬁmw_
Fira BT O SNTA O TS i, 1

spdrer e mmasm

T ey At e 3R Foff s e,

7mmmmmm=¢mm

4 ¢ TOI N1 T ﬂmu#mm

o 33 T 63 TEIE oYfe wIE8 e W

00 W)
mmeﬁwmwmmw
T G0 I | (SIS e e 2q W

-wmmmqﬁmumqq

e | S T (T TR AT 3 A
S8 T | BT 203830 SRR T
mmwﬁmwmmﬁ

'Wmﬁimwl

; wmmmmﬁmwm"

: -mmmmﬁgawﬁwe
AT (N TR AR i A g 8 e

g e g
mwﬂmq&smﬁmmw
e v | W TS TS Sy T vy IO

AT TS TS S A (T
wuﬁWrmmmmwﬁ .

e T IR

6
'maﬁm;ﬁmwmmgm
e W TEIE o3 T by v s |
ST & TS TSN (I TS % T
s¢ 7l 35 e, FoEY Sema ol vo

*W,
o orTE TSy e e T A
AT AR ¢ TR 83 0T el
e AESET B o (4 ST af
m:mmwmmm

=




?‘W
me v
1
mmm%ﬁm 5
oS WeFT Afts wow 9 W
mlmmmw B s VG,
WWMWWWJ
AT T qge Yo fe A
'Wmﬁmw e

T e vt o Do+ 3
. DR T A AW A

| Wﬂmwaw:ﬁm'

b 5
Mﬁmsmmmm
e e TR g A e e W
mmmtmmmw
mmﬂmwmm S
m

m1 - : ._"

mmmm hﬁﬁEWﬂT @Fﬂwﬁ L A e A

m!w Lo M mm
mmmmm Qﬂ‘ﬁﬁ uﬁ-mw mﬂmm
m AT vm fﬂﬁ !iﬂﬁr e e M L TR W T W 4 ﬂwm
P[RR ST T 0 KOl wmmmmm

m““ﬁ*"ﬁﬂwmwmwmﬁimw

1 S My e 1 A, IATHCR S o e
mﬁmﬁﬁwmﬁﬁmﬂm
%, S e, T T T b Tt
R SgLTS Feelg Redis
uﬂmﬁa‘m mmmmw :

m A

bl i ffeic T ol
"!‘E‘Qﬁ‘lw

Wﬁ%«m ﬂmﬁl Wmﬂ%«'

T !l !ﬂWmem :

peetie S b e fls utea T, mummw

i A, P ety e @ AR v o e o o e

R DT G TSR B T AT W AR AT RS

W A W Sig T TEREY ST S S SestR W g

8-t DTS (A QTR TS AT | 7 F T § ALFE TAT
a1 frweraemy o

PRSI R T B 4E P »
s gl +mmm
4E5 3% ST AT FAT e { BT 5O AT (BEE

(R (et 7 34 I el e T s a R
(o ) T (R 3 R S (O e

"




NI s v, o

T .

Rt FIRCG (5 ST WIGHET 03¢

50 TRCA 0K ] (A SIALYAN
- AR T TT ; Towg

 fro e

TR AN R G R TS W werw
Efoameena w1et frme | sl do I W @ ANwE & =
FEYAE AfRTaeEE on e 1

mmww.wmmwwvmw'
T TR e franfim S 9%’ Erbm s
WMem FUT 68 WPE Mo i’ e wpTw
SLHIGE A 2 | AYERTAT WE WS g T Ty
wfEadmutie siey ouaian e, sifen e wm SreE

ol = Sy IR, e wERW et W e -
aitefirric w77, tafre e wet BT o Bt e
O AR ACIS ARSI 16 Sa0E | ST S o1 & o
e TRIY RS e oty S 2Eane We fanie |
wm:%mmmmﬂmmmm
7 fary 9 SRR ST WS BRCFE | g e Wil so
FuLAE T S Y 4 YR ofireeamnd vy T A el
wrafee | wre e e oftafge, Beeivim age YUy oA
e st sl Srawmy wer sper 2w qrt wEw fof |
TSR WA T, RIme T SdAfer #fe amme -

dfeufeag <m G

A%
mgﬁmmm SRIES A TAITET o orareid afoesfoas
T T R ST g3 (R el w I €% WOy 9w
TP (T QT IR | ST SR AT
TS I WA @ e, S il
B Qe WBHoT TRHIT GTTH FT FAE
& WA A TP, T ¢ ASETS T4 [

IR FlrRe % . FIACE BT (W7 Y080 FEE W (ATER
i i e (VD e BeottirTa 8o Mot W | @fl urm
Mz ¥ ¢ FEE wertw 209 WA Yo TWI AT YR, B9 «ff waenE
TS G SRS T SEATS], TS WA TS’

o3fea W W OER W
4Ty e o Al |

TATA B NTF oo
EE W o (b Rge
TerWiAe Bo 180 WA &
FOWTR A SR T e
ez e, e ST @
m-mwﬁmumw
TS AT Yo T T AN,
wE dff waeiE s

ToredE, wifw wfiy
59, e i it
m IR, e
AR HRTE €Y |




: ~ wfrar » Rt 20k
a 1 ks 2= S Y 380

T IS W R wwE wwe uihen ) R W w&mmm?m mmmﬁ

R %ﬁm T, T FE SR R ST T

] Mm'm&rr P T (G
'mwms%m %%uam%%%ﬁg w;m

T TR IR
oTH| s (e el TEE I
M_M‘ﬁﬁl_ y
mamﬂiwi&
b&'ﬂ!bﬁ@b

‘Nﬂm
mmumﬁwwﬂw
=TT e T YES W RS
T Rt | #Frd T Soee -
2% el TEmeEs s TUE TECE
TR & iﬂhﬂmWEﬁﬁnmm
o @i e | g Y
76 TR T, m o,

FooT FEDAR TS ¢ T wiEE
wues | Y8

Taaieniee 9@ 98 (W &8 -
T @R FfY @5 i T
miﬁ.amomzﬁﬁm
e T ok —— M&
m*mwwmmmmmmm wfas finn s sore | TS
S moww P (T WAE TS I TARpE gl wh) R erreran

7| srEmeE  Sereem TRem gwws Al
T (Red) : @fweE BT mﬁmmﬁaﬁam.www
. HeErd cTGEMEree OnETEl 4E g9 wiEw 9 Ao TAECE AT ot i qener

ayrA (e faes weR | e AR w|mma¢mmwrﬁm
' O At REE Fof-OTe TETEE SRR e
wTETE @ TG WO T SerewE e mmmq&@@;wﬁa‘rﬂﬁﬁ
FEfar TE e O wfies (xE cRETerm Wy ar O, Pream e
ﬁ\mﬁﬁm@wmwﬁmm; ST FTEE | i




e

_,mzwmﬁaoam _
ﬂﬁxﬁmwm

e e o

Fimriine it Fared e

R s Al

;a]maaaﬁrﬂﬂm|w
7 5014

mﬁm’#wm §Be1 N3 | W"WWN AR T AT FTT TR | 4 T WS LA
g, AR G, wEEE, e & e mﬁmﬂ-wwmﬁ:«rtﬂmmﬁﬁ
wir) S T TR | s efefima i Y- e Femm wwrem @ ww wH ) fee W @

vo MIMWMWM
vo | R e

— -




IW - i G ST BIBIS] ST 6 o :
ﬁ;m E:ZQ!%@WMWW [ Q0 WY 389, © (FETF 20e
S=TE WgEs arg .5; o Wt W, W s g

wme T, BEEE S an sk (P 0 T ey w1y few A we

A AT (S (178 e e e | T e

“‘Hﬁﬁﬁﬁmwc‘lﬁmlm
e el Ry @y A | > W
g =0 (o el w3 wEiE b

s ot hem) o T WS WA |
Wﬁmm@ﬂgﬂm

dfsffeat yomie W o e
ﬂﬁﬁmmmwmm

| (AT TSRS e

mmﬁiﬁﬂ‘l Al e,
m&mmmwﬁmﬁﬁww
WUCE | BT ST S, HE WE 6T
HRET TEE w0 wOE @9 o AR @
AR S8 = T A
a5 TEFIE TTE | S T (FT W
o AT A% | A QN §E S
A & GF0 DRSS S

Esi
FEIREGTAS SHATE MR @ (9
o7 8o Rl qa wtemivgTs W
ﬂfmlwm’!ﬁﬂfﬁﬁin
i, T R i G1gd
-iw fvdreer g ota fte e T
WW| & e, i ot 9

famt 2 mmﬂﬁwmww

ﬁwwﬂwgmmw|
TR T, N 55 G0 FAPEE

@ TTERNS A s AT @RI
RS T |

wE, a¢ SRR FEwE UiEe’
(1 @afEe TS i il SR S
TeE o9 e | & FNEl (9 49 FF
Sifae Tate E0L 76! (FE NG | X &
TG (R | TR TR (W R S e
L Wi O

s wEE U S S
T LFE qETAT 3 TR = we
T TP O T AN &
mwmmmﬂmﬁm
G T SEN (@ e e
TTEITE W O | S D W

l farre s¢ Wi o
" oY A, ¢
mm|wawﬁmm
TETHRT 4Fd ST 90 |

WWWWWE‘

imE GFw qAETe @ W SEe

P, oo SR 9UD 9T o) WERTAAE

w5 o (% e ST (e

>b~~zﬁr43m @ww
e FSTmT

R T I, TR

AT wee AE S SR
Sfesie sy 5 FdE 30 W@ v
e ww Al (@ epTeTeE
e o M 9 TeE @ T
rﬁmmﬁtﬂmmmaﬁig
et | MWWW
ng 2 & IACET FFE
) fon Bwm aw wm

cam|m A5 aE 2 W

| AT T | U A9 (9 T A
mmmm'ﬁﬂmmm-
T | 49 SIAE (& (ST T4 | -

e

agery & Curater Awg G w0
Tul RS @ ST PR e i
e faren Teaar | afime G B
o @l o dTEm IR TR
TRy e i 5 e T
wmmwwm|

A W wws ¥W
mnm G T WAIAE g e

a&w&qmﬁm TR e e
wrEw Sue w1
mmm| g A @

IS

e R e ope—

mhmﬁnwwasmm
g et e ot | qaetn e
@C G A1 WEe TIWE TEA AEE
fndrsrz Tem Fmivge 7o wEel 79y
O F@ 9SG WS ¥ e 2
I SIFTETE, SIS WH0F T4 SEE |
mﬂmmmmmm
AR |
mﬁmmmm

ol oo TEUED 31, wrerdle S -
A, TR VI, TS (FH TER M

wwmmmﬁmm
aﬁumqmam e TR

e @ e ot TS SR

e | FETNE TN A, SRS
| Ay o SO Mo WA RO
o1 Srery w1 wane | Erde e dfee
=, mmmﬁy ﬁitawm

wﬁ‘m W T (T TR
e 35 AT Ry s ek e T
el T wrg wfee s wfewm
T, T et 4 o wE |

A O (FEUIE 2032
<o 99 389y

\S‘F{WWW‘F{W “

TR (39 T NEA & O FoEI

TR T3 5

{
1

wmﬁnﬂrmammwﬂ%
T W T TR e e @ o

1
i




S AR AT (65

I 01 & e T A W T
WU | WIET YT 9@9 So WH| 93 WY
BEETY OIS ST (ferd WERIGEE diah
¥ i e e wwe @ e
FrEET W, e, e
T 6 RS JFE RS 0T | Ty

BB ; (o Forgs Wby 4 s Biceg
(TER TR A e SR
e wrE | 4 WY ooy SIET WA g
B | (AT 3T BT BYF-BEIT TRrTETae
ST CPEEED FIEs TR SR @

wrary ofe FRoR e ST (oW
72 WA (R I B 30 4

o o, (o o
A
W@@% sieE BT e
W e ag o e whel Peemel
e YT A We a Y
g AN T T T SRR TP ey

mm{éﬂm:mm- wﬂ:‘;
it ST e SGATEET I TR S
ey W | M (1T (519 BT T v
rery w4 T e w P
SomEe TP FRTE FT o1 ORI O
o) Frs T 3 TS T
gmwﬁﬁma =E P i A,
mmmwﬁmﬂmam
mwwmm\sm:

mﬁaﬁwemmw -

welba b | R e e

BT TG TN, YT o Aferd ahargs

S : -ums&eh 8 mﬁqm
HATSRCS AT
Poreers) e fzs ]
ﬁﬁﬁmmmww
T STW RIS SATETE |

T -BiEAeR THSE @

IWM
ﬁﬁnmmmmmw
TR | Y WS LTEA WA Yo 5 |
2fRR 3T & TR 4779 AR 9B |
 Pey (awielg) At e,

- -

I HaT e wilGaTy Affer B (8¢)
A % WA TT) WAL | A T A
emmﬁnm%mw%‘mw
FH A T 3

TEF IR

wﬁm ﬁnwaﬁmmuﬁrmw n
o S 9 | W i O T OO 4 6 S (e ()
IO, aWWMWwﬁ

TEE TR | CTHAE FHIE

Y TITHEA TREGE AW AT C

& wi5at s | Wi wiew umE i MMWﬂWW|M
maﬁmﬁgmmm

MMWMﬂW Fifve =mmE |

Qe
e, creufa v, 203

I (G RICRISR R
. TOCP AT 5 Al

mﬁu‘l stw@le (=18 Ny o51a fre Bieed caes o Frg sirdiegam
A Aiftes aei s | FEFRE (RIS CE g
(a5 FrEe TR | @ TN e TereR A
CETEE #IT% TS B W | wgs e st WhE! g Wb
ﬁw*m _ amwﬁﬁw!;m
e SR 1, T (R
fﬁm“mwm ﬂrﬁﬂ(ea) wmﬁwwmfmw?ﬁ
QERFR SRR TR (5 S-S (28) @ Frenhy enmiaeE
YT R FEAArE IR S A (O S FRI () |
wE - foreaned aEeE faee -
FEASIR AR OIS S BE AGaE S, Meeme JamE dae
T TAE QTR SER S I AT
T SR e
LLATeA | W%l 908 G} THLae Y
@mﬁmmqqﬁm@.ﬁwmmﬁmﬁw
e SEfEH AT MEES IR (R |
¢rimiiErste we AR ofF Tiw on. ITEmE TN WA, 19 o0y
TELFTE CNATAG W (L FORNTS witsem =i iy
« AvE FEEw gwem ohee 93T 31F e v ) JTe
Wﬁﬁwm|




FACTCE o

TR & (Tl

21T Y 589D

FEHELF @ O 6| & TE S T 48
Tl wres v e fus s s
W B e TiEtedE jE Fred
SIS AR, BT I91, FOEW T
0FL TEEE & WEAEE 5% WrEE

FAAH S0 U WES TAE | T, B
Rtz ¢ aftffirm o we—
FEe (TR) : Feen ww—ge
CIATEm 9@ GTHE 29 Geg =rey
CIRTER (VIS8 (eA wm-aifie, ey
S AN U W B 5 R T
bl R L

e e AfeR gEE org %
TEASAF-IONAE e TR -
TG AT e | S T 9
A AT G- et Tfve ) e
TRENE We AR TEFE ARG
5 | W T YR EEEE
FER AR T S e R

F o CaEde 3
Dhaka : Sunday 9 Tebruary 2025

ATG Wi g7

3TE

e | Gfs eET GR AT WewE -

“oretEE werReR o fe

ST, ¥R A,

LCERIE AR

HoP

s0%¢

203¢ 1

(&1 DI S

TS ow
Ll oTYEISTE  THEE AT 6
g 5 fea W et
oAl WIBTE | T GTEW [MES EE |
LT TEE TTE 0 T | TESH (SIA
4 S (ArEE IS @ b
B | G T T 2, e

Mo : Y71 0TS o W PR
GELATHR G50 TR T Aot W
Borereng e wEen tenw e
TR RN | 9 ARG T (A G

g e gsh ererd
BT BARRS I ¢ rae
LI AT G e A e
@TE (ET WO TR
el B Wi few

%m|ﬁﬁﬁqum

TEIIAE (205 | GRT%T 9T S0 §9
] wed STE Uil et bl Bl E

- TEeTeE S w1 Qe | @ WBAR G-

U TR AT 2T 91 W beipa
T &1 | o Aff arge Ry R
e a2

wbuE whewW YHR GEE wEH
(W WA, W QAT W G-
TR (VT werem sl afw
A T | qTT WOAEIE 38 s o |

femm Feie Ae=te-Gmad varwEe
vt ol e geem @ w¥ea
b T A wmr ef amEm W
wnfTares | Fee o, fEEm @ (09)
e cAfFA ofweEe =99 7w
TALE |

Pamte: swegE Seeem =iy
@ (9¢) TN 4% eFA Fmw
TAE | ;w-r HEH b e
aAITEEN TR (FlEE (e 9FET
< 7 Wb | e vy Serde R
@oaEs fRfam amw wmE oo
MImﬁﬁﬁmml
GHEE R o aedm
Sl wE, Y @reE
el @Rk @
R fifemEm | et

BRI GTER (V. TR (3) AW
g;ﬁaﬁﬂm|wn;;ﬁ%
AR | TES I YoblF 4
b | Fes gwita e gwreE Eew

HiEr=Twg (T |

P & TR S, wEe qfeT e
WELF EHIRH & S (4 T | oA
sﬁwmﬁwmiﬂiﬂlﬂﬁﬂl
oo eels Fie srbife fom ool |
a R weEet s T auEe e
T
Wil Y | TuE] «

Ty faaalt Fiee azares




'rﬁt mwﬁWM|mﬁe
e e v e wh | Frestm Wy e
wusrH, TE YR e ssmy uR fewd),

wdl wirad, A8Em e 932 AR
IomeT eE, WF et e
afeffirm Eq—

fsfm:: 3 TS T (AT FE e
mww|wmwm
#ﬁmam (AAmEASE A
e | S8 A8 A T (57|
aFET yEEiEe e e

@ IBTT 4 PN WO @EE

79 e ware | Tues 1S G- epTgced

ST @ ORI WG | IR W e
Btz (1RedeE SR B3e AnAR 5
mmawmmmm;w

T ﬁamﬁm *:ﬂﬂlﬁ'l W
wifeare oot & wifscuee | &

afgmE-abaeE  Wefe e ﬁﬂtwmr

waeely e wewlem Tefme il e

ST & AT 66 |
Wn*mﬁmq&
Qb-‘ﬂTW:}Bk‘)b
r‘:‘nﬁmmﬁw

e A T3

T efstam, Foeie (A, 1)

e e firn emw dAlaeRE
OIS v @ o W) s
Tt 1 Forenmg caiamar amy
1 TR AR A . P

WEE 3 ORI FEOAT G- TR
ey (NaTEEE b O A e .

WW

SO e 1 gt
AE e e wrofEeTE
bEE R @) FBoE wem AR
sffy ol enfEn (e 9iEE TErer
fifss @mace |
Feen wam wbfae e ol dawe
TvRne Termmma IRf @M (9¢) e
T A WaAE WA WE (¢) @9
AeoEEE AaoitE OE SR eRdE e
5T SIfgR T9UH (39) |
:mmmmmm

yr&t el st enm 8o w2fe (ev)
M ¢ @ Figs ware | S e

fcﬁ%_,_mj__mmm
mc@ﬁﬁumﬁa

waﬁﬁmﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬂ
4FiT AYRINEE ATEE A G cm‘n
TIEE FEE GTIAH e aneasy
Beree AfFATTE (e e
o= TAT, Srefed TR so-3d
Y AolE 9T (i 9] Sqraly
T | AT W Al
e dferay sae ERTE
b B L e el B AR
(FS &F Fd | @ T FHEaHAT
aEd ofaw e o Wi we ot
WEHE o 0% T OTS eherges
=1 9 e |
TR Bl AP wEW EwEE
wifers wsa (32) AN 95 37 el g
LR | TEFH (T A0S 2507 e S
enfrarh BeFEER avEg dns @ i
6| TR SotmeE enfenr 38w
siadisn +AFFH T8l ST aErEe B |

IR, CRETIR 5, 03¢ W AW b, 3893 ‘Ii[vw

[ (ST STeF THoAR

ﬁT‘T QERTICIGE

e a6t (5% »

WG UGAT TEEAT O FeE
TTAE MW g e 2E0 | e
TRAME  (AOENEtaEn  wEE @
yfenrsa OF 39 | SYT IR 7o @
ATAiee e AEred YT el O |
weaw R Bt v oW 9

‘EB ferfre afefliva 2sm

m wifgsy  wrEfee

Frges wem E BeTeeE  CIREICTS
Fefura e fmw afm e s
T (9e) e G A IS N @R
e o @TF (99) |

T IHAE THA AT FTEE SR
A SoE o7 FErd sy seve e

m|wwammum
AT TE U1 (S(ErEE S0EE (BUE)

TSI (Y] W TS b ieors @
(A OR e T FEA | FeA
W= (8o) few @refE FTer
EICIGE

3B e T CarEel w0 |

: formpre aEEMerETe AR
mm(ﬁ)quﬁﬁﬂw|
wmmmmm
Ga (o Telad FE AR F BEAE
Wy 9 g w5 fiww sew ww
Topeme seeET ST Tewedn
I iz A e e




DTS @ G99 b WY 38w
Dhaka : Sunday 9 February 2025

TR O BT
\ TERE e

et e S S —
(Be) % 3 forws wmme !'jﬁﬁmhﬁ’{%mm

e 3 (qe) 97 TR
seEE sff e R
BT WS w5 9t |
gwﬁmsﬁamm

G o @9 TheT s e
WIE CEEE ANy
WG AR U e T
A DAl S wneT
(0T 5T |

Ifeaz®  ImE @fvs
fofeees wmawe ofen 20w,
&= T e wrov Bl g
CETE] Fve 03 waE T e
dimr fqres opm stH AW
wrewls (T Wiew e
IR | ATH NCK AR TR
ST GivE e < o=y
e r BT 3 R e
(I STEH WS WE 3. FOS

wrer (olol) feffe

TR WA e A
S (R i1 e
A el TR e m
ow Sare P Z5re g I
HATGUEA | & THAIT I TG

atal & e gmeTeTe SR FE |
el : HIA

TETT THR | &7 TS FERE
e, ¥ A e e SiEE
farn gmreE e e

EHLAF

& e SR SaR TR RN e

-. -
B WRwes @ EE

LT | ST B = I e
AT cow 2 | aae B
Hifera oft TG o wor
M SwE 90w oRm wiew
(SIS 7% Y |

TR T o W
e, FrEDes An i fire
8o 7y Brew wEmwE e we
g W oite 1% | W 9
o TE AT @7 e
Wi Feicee | 99 B 2% Tl
o RERE cesfe T |

sHiver wEE AEEE fiv

. frera afigs Swerw A,

U] W N T oI
AT WG A (5B =
G WG H9W ey e
MNHF TEEE TR wAifErE

sEeirer 5% e Fe P
G AT 157 FEEE G N

A, AT R STIR, Bl (5
WEET wisw fere ey o3
wid wres e arm a9t
WO B WHE ST w1 99T
EHE GG T T Al

AT AETARDT  efmaAm
W SRS, T (6f)
=EET A, WS =
Fe woarger oW o
s 9 o @ g
FS fagr are =) 1

wfSepq! I T (TR TR,
oft oy = ¢ wfiwe
Lk A R G ROR i A R A i
aff s & QIS ZAeTOIE
e g | e e R

ST (SIS o TSI w0 WA %Y | g et 3 sy

o0 e @ 561 9B | Tand e Be-efite TR
&S A A1 1, IR = (9N 37 O m%nmn%
| R A PRSI 9o TR §9 TS W s i
T e*a (A R Y o e TaNE Tew o 9

o

3 TIY 389Y, O (FFIE 2020

L Rico0 oo S
fafen Fm Fow 990N 5 WE T
IS | & Y RS LT W HIS B |
T.wmemm;m
1
SR (3R WREERT T,
YT (SETART TEA T TS o i
TS A IR IR 4R R
e wTe | @ S5 O WIES B | ST
QRIS BfE Sl TR | AT @ 701
W | AT garme A IR I (4¢) )
Pgm wfewy e e

18 fTes e | IR FEE o
s et e Sten i
41 e .

e 903 90, a0 AT e W
T AR

frgTesien (Le) ANA 9 XS |

g
fqww

© AR g%

AT FarTE TS BrReE - e
bt = RCLIC R o I L
) suferEsEm : AT
g AR (e | WA = T A
SIRRATET T TI0ET T TEE |

I (SR SIS G, Y
naek arr vew FEtEm An T8
SFEY HES TIR | (TGS AU o
CIeBEE ToEnE g i (Am @

: b | A e WiEE YA
: me-mmmmm-mme

Higwefe pafEte wEs emeremE oS W |
et s s ;

fewmmy A1E% G957 e Tl (8¢)

T | T (AT
(BT O 1 W WA Ay, g e
Toweg weg XthweE e fewem
qTE TEAE 8 SR @y ey
@B =% wige soee fo snfd
[ | W (T s ofers e
¢ ot sy +fa Gl s ws

o3 g P oFeE 9w W uEe
yETE guin o Toieens =fE
| TH U9Y] EEIENE TSER FEdge

0o &R (TS TR € ¥4 gfwrg frmie 318 So5m fire « qoat s |
TR &7 T TR (40 6 U e «mE o T e’
e R AL R TR IR S e e, G w4 TR |
et | OR S G (B HATAS

<

a7 g 7o A oM JiE 9GS
T wo T A =g 20H AT |
L wiEdE FETFT FEEOT
it SR WA T A € A
HiwiiEinE S 3 28 | &1 =
L e FHAT AR ey

(I 133 AT (% | et MI?'_[E_ m fofeors Toe o v geom e
10, B9 6 TG A (T & A & (IR SR T YT | T S TR R
WA o] W0 . !

} b-e_ﬁ




Wm

BT : TN 29 T 3890
Dhaka : Monday 10 February 2025

Sl ek
WW
ofeffy, SR (SREED)

FMAT @ AeEE TN (9¢)
AT OF FHiEEEE SEE
ST Y TCA0R | q0] ¥
fomida qgaw e TS
TeEE . Wi
ffeen@a v e e
T soxfoEm fofr gur @@

P e AFEE S W

ST’ 2

" ATETA A —

| T S (R 03¢
E-mail : smmluunl e

fofes CW@IN?T@
(3 = A e

T (TS
Srerernia Brrene Birom @ o9 9
R W W qF (I AR | G ST 1R
ww AR e R few ) gvw fHfes g
wgw b= T ee mEEd | g WY
SR TITEONT  SIEhEeR  NEe,
Teereirere fewam A1), AEERET FrEIeT 19,
mmmmwemwwﬁmﬂ
s qowes | et BF ety ¢ ol
]
B‘g 5{‘ q T ;15 uilw W
B 8 TR Wl S
T TR (T CAE 230
e oI E"'ﬁ_i’ TETETT

mﬁm@rfﬁﬁmﬂ)

AR (FRvw) : O-PTED TEREE AN
Emwmwﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂv
e S W s AN «F e e
e | 4 AYY WES WIEH RS o BH|
@EEE gie wE by e oe-PeEt
ST woud T | TS
ww:amsmwm!ﬁﬁﬁ?g
[ L ] T wew =W
oot S ST TR B 1o
CEET e |
SR (Fe@) : FEEWY I T
wod GIESlE (EEEE 5 T WIEe WA
YA HET o] A% (797 Y « oA e |

mﬁam—-’li‘f’mWIWﬁﬁﬂ

wfirerdy ciEEmael T i it A
Wmmammmﬁww
aigae ¢ wtge fame et

EFEsE e e wnE ot v A
gwﬁwmw|mﬂﬁm’mﬁm
|

&ml

i{"“r&w MO (FEWE do3e

90 T 3803

I BT S TF TS

e (FOTR 5 BN AT FqIF8 dd i

T &%
mmmmmuﬁwm
femw B way TErew CTen
t@ﬁmm TEHE SNF @ FH0A W S AW
A Wee 3y W fATs T | ot Wy sre el
e w8, ofvm & e, mnmmm

TR W,
T | T, mmﬁu&ﬁﬁmmm—

. wﬂ{mm@wmm

L

YRR ST TYET FRCA (WA (|
WP (ERrem) i
TR FHA T @ e R e
TG | YR W TEE AT

il Pt BorEw YOO 4T T R VR (0 Y WO O (W
m%w%mt o RSy W Wiy R eyt TR 0w v oW ol e e e
“‘f;@ s Yy c ® 6 D RTHT W A0 AT WO | I BRCSTR  ArBIUS EAT

TG Sy fam B R Ty TR AT TUEPW fre  TORE 4 TN W0 RE Peew wwn awew
(PTEIE) G, SATP & e wferw ) Y 6% YT BEOREE W 0 ) 7O R O
w4 (S5 I A G omerry Be e Aon TowE WO el @R WENOR e & R werd 3% Tl
it g Wil (e | FESTTE G ww @ (R W W T YRR S0 A AT AW (N 0
o, Ferar e, S €% ¥ wod fevH wWR— TR A S O | e
A (I S, BorEv P TR WY GTER TR MM (R U TOTGEE SR WO TR (T
By P 2 W e | W e @ P o (e v e ofiRer vy IR R il
(ST FRTAEA Tried WER SR g & e o w0 frmw : S IRmr :
. ques gfaee fe o | el APiel TeRw e [ : Ay R f-ags e A e e IR ]
AT R AR | BoTeme A B Tl eww A oew @ gl oS TR e e
mﬁmmmwwum BT I AN T RETRE (O
e B T ST et (T AT (R ; TAREATT g A e e
&wﬁmﬂmﬂ|ﬁ-mm fies wre) gt e Seree wivel ey
Licic AT AR W R WWE|  (0NF A @ WA Wb o e oo

ST (T AR R ST o




BT s
ffer 3= wv 7w A% W I
m:wﬁamcmaﬁm

R TR W
(se), o (o () 472 T T
oR(0e)1

mmmeﬁm

wmmﬁﬁ

ﬁmﬁwmm
ﬁmmmmm‘““ﬂm
e et oG AdRE @ reme
[P 4T N | Qe WoArgeE Prewir
ey o WRY AW | R T SR
mgmﬁwwmm
R ST I A
(SN2 T T 9 | T g e vhE
foe B e (drs T
WWWMMW
mmﬁammmmm
I Al | o
firps (W) FwEmet ;e
T T i O R
R S Y9 WA | <A s 3 W
3o AL TrE-TIe ImETer A
e fEsE TonveE TvETAE A
ey 4 AE5A1 NG | Free v o (3))
forasz (MAweE AR R 7 (T
w-m:nw o1 S AT e

€% (GFIGSET A FE W |

ﬂwﬁ

afwm

917 A, TR (TTTTe)

AT W, e e Te b e

wtmgﬂmtiﬁ)lw
R TTETR IWRTE SRR &
5T W5 Faw PR e PRYm
& AEEy AP #9S | e §
SSITEA TF e JAITY AT (0 (A oy
1 SR gefs Il o §e
YIE (WY | GTT WA O TN-Iee

g g2 fome Rz org o WY (4

[ | #E AT T0E THE €lg ARG
frm wiage Rleww 3o cowt A

mmtwaﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ'ﬁ

w ofefift : 3w vd Bfw
qor o7 fwE YY W mes AW
2afes eIow (@) | ot Fures bl sgen
WGE TTEA | T FIHUN 3¢ =W (G
T DR e TNOA g TeTeed 9o
b &Y W v o (EgE AR
Ffoag were! e 2w wmm, & e
TEfR T AT YT A TR |
g s RS vl ame fofa
A |

M(mﬂ)w

ﬁmﬁreﬁmw e

afeqra waTE @ e e
e fSfecrle wegm v g7 € |

- f=e ga Tt BeteEE T ST T

TR (W0 TR (@ (23) | G461 W06

- o ey fenE SIBIEE-SI TR

BN TSRy MHreTes SETE |

qmﬁ'mr Y9 (FFEE 2020
o WY 280D

wmmﬁmﬁasﬁm

wﬁ?wmq (oIt & TR

SATSE (TP TeCEd Afew G w5 A P 3w
@l wn 352 99 AR 9% e At e e fRR
T ARes! e AR ARGIAEE YO N S (e | Ee
come, Boqrmerz wrarshe s ererm fmn, AovE pY F6RwA GO g |
el wfige sevm ok, “feg Tmm e, mev fe ot G
HEFeAe G Ve YRS ANE 49 T o = N >
T TR I | TR (T 60T T ) e @ wves uee
| (GrnD gl oo Ay pERt e, s e e o
I 4T T%E A e W | T b q0 §R AR R S
i T resT Sfem ErBET = W s Fres e

RTINS WEETEAE e ‘ﬁ’ﬁm
PER (2e) I 9= wwvEw g
W | Teew 2R we S
=fafs g « w5 Wb | s frer
Erveeie Fraoa <3l wemm pTemEr
LS |

FUNER TS LSS R OTE
FIE v RS wel G T
b Ere i arn s wharaey G
THEbLe Uy €22 R b oy e
T (e AT ST AT wE EE
T €T o esaes e
Tﬁﬁ-rmﬂmﬂl 4

TETATE YN SRl v#qstr
() B worer Rfss a wmw, o
mﬂwﬂﬁmﬁiﬂﬁwm
mml
TERE Feferw I AReEE W
weElE AgATEE BT A WEE A
o A CTeTRR I e TR | o
TR e - FAEE NTeEE
e e een W @
AR & qGAT W05 | YT (Y WO
ci Sz v’ Bag wage sffent )

T Trayl (Qy) FevF (EETE Aavmer
YHE WA (RS SRR I 969
e (| fef el Afanea
=rE AT e B 9e % e
WA g g | T S, S
T s ¥y & 99 =fee o
wEreefesy T St I 1Ty O ) 4re
YORTENE € T W WeE Lem YT
Tovigwda (STHE) B TR WA,
freren T e T TR
T | SR B e oy s
R 12 3 e T 1 '

e Iwﬁ?w

T W (N 9

Hafers
=% IR wfi@ s w5 IhE | weRE
imﬂsamawf‘mwm I

S K 4 4~ | CouMI8eY Yo @mEUM o3¢
TN AT e

PRI (G RS

B TR e W
TR




L T\
|G, CF IR N, 200 T 8, 388) q_-ﬁvm

R (GO T OD mmmmens vnse o ir s ™
T g o AN Aot

391 5% w
%ﬁ%mm; mﬁw SO

efSfim oo SOMEN| TS S
________________ A o
FeraTE e 3BAm AfN-AeFeE A afea wewE wms  TErEw
BAEA [AZ5 s @ B e, OGO slg‘grﬁmaﬁma
e ., Parea ARSI S AAGAGA
a TR o W I A
bl T o ; TEASER
formys @we  wHEH| L 5 O 1 o
afSfftiom omat wam- © RS L
m:mgﬁmm R mmmﬂ%
TEATA AEAE AN F B i
m@m Parga :  wfeye
g e g TR IR B v g
o FEFm @5 (80) 8 TE Liden igH AT 9F TEEYE NP

TS TN (72 W) SR TG & AR WIS THEN O
Toqle TeroEl At RERT o oEeesE .
FICPIE AN DIREEIH Fes e - sRem-FAEs sgweEa :
Prm (vo) o R s Swefe aaRm Feas o eere
P TR s S
BTz coret ermaer wiany e g
EWTH ACA G A TR GIEAI ST A S (o |
TR : STETW AN W ©en (AR ¢ SR TSR
BIHl "y P A G TWEE  ganiva G
9% e g1 T00E | T NPE 63 Fwe 2R A oS IE) O 1
ST A 1 o) ; 7N W (8C) AN 9% Aiq WIS @
: ! GREI-MISH JWEHSLHT  FHANE 03 T WE0 ZE0ET | G5
oS FEET ot e seed ity @ 19 oW |
SmepEe fes ganes | oo GWE (T (80) ATH 4% IIS TS wewed wow Wms T
o e Cereem eewfe gsem

q 5w w1 FEs TR W (eo) w TR b (FETIE Y036
Bereirel Soromre Ao Afp aweR A - ¢ T 800
O T |

T
e

 #REE 1 Sy eI Yo%

RS ez 19

MR S Rgesed ol-

C I I i.l EEC l.I’-— —gv?cgg;aaﬁéwmmmwﬂ
T TR (D) : AT TGRIA ey ey Borrerem 2ffaae BERRE

b
i ! B P P S s e 30 (ee) © oR @
: . TPH &5 K 4WW oFE CHEATATH TSR (80) | TTTH HIE
T (6% _ e (TRE A - _ ;—‘:‘W e RealG Fiss wres st
m-mwﬁmﬁmmm‘; VG O AW A (R0 R 8T T e e o) et @
it o g e e . R, (ORK) : ot T (T s
bl - A o | o P QR e S R o M e % gl i
(@viid TP T RS A T o ISR SR o O e (AR > e (RKP A
| oo PR A T, Fhvan YT S 42 e Do A SR O (A G AN WA

TR CRIGAMRT Sl € TN At e ot iy frm mmﬁm.mm




43 S o m.ﬂ{mﬂﬁ 03¢,

FISTS SHIE GBI
ze e
b W, TS 5

o W (T8

GERl Mg EEEE GETIEIA
mmmmwmam
srem 51 fadfies e e Zamen | @ 9oam
T T bﬁummmm-
HHER e @ gebe 9051

T 49 WRAE PR MR
HALET ATAA AT FUT WL qCe,
B (UTE BT Srens e we Fe
P wee T T 9 =fwE
TS b eH) 9 wER ww 930
TSNS T ©TAE B |

wfase 22ary wferras smag s
(%) Zrez 5w e, s wErE T
e o B 4 T T
(EEE T SereEE e At
oIl EEEE OE . SiET (1), 5
aﬁﬁnmymﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁ
(o), ASHICA  CAAS TG
HIGYE O, e
FTEE SAA CARTE

98

Eranad (o)l

(amel] (Erelizae 2RI el e
fofeseas wiTng aam <oew, Wiz SfeAe
M eFEH TIEM TG € WAR A
weAlE GhaT (NfeEe FEE IATenS
A AR

WIS (5 W G, GEEen Fa0s
wmﬁrﬁmﬁm»wmm
T | BTG CTH (A1 1Y A 51

ﬂﬁvna'ﬁmsﬂhmaﬂﬁmaﬁﬁ

2TE, W R ST A AW bee  EfeRy

ﬁgﬁqwm| 7 phaRAte A
wfata =M selba Fralas o 2|

TR -(HLETHE 4 Ty FEs »
Fraismgas Ay Sacamn Geamg

oiva ATEHE ACE e U1 Cels
ms;m (2¢) @ T QIBFm TCwE WA
HraE HYitTd (BE U (30) @

T3 CRIBEAR LA S WEE e

CIHAGE CARRTY M AN | AT I
qﬁmimawmmwm)ﬂwﬁb’w

4 iz 79| O 21 AHEsa GRS
Wﬂlih

A (P '@ TSHLEN GTHTS TS 3¢

WfFosa S THEAR CRRais SRR
TEFle HeE ALE HASoE  GiE-ahedl
EEarTs AR T, R @
SI=a AT TErE| W0S b0 TA WES
TrarER | ST G-, SEea FHE e

@itAR aEe, oTp Rer e 9 S
witwer  fermm |

RS el « GG, 20 CeFfE S03¢,

NG 2

'mmrmi ﬁﬁmﬂcm i Bferere
GG (AT AT T el T
7 e ard (88) TR @ Tl wfiesw
PR AR o R T - i o | o e

Y S e T (A

WEGE (b)) T w53 T
we i rw <ifArs o
oY AN (S OTE 9 =
TS TR W) T TR OIS
.ofer aE TEf o = )
frrss (@9 <EAE S, G
= ¢ v Ygm TR e S
e e A T | TR
gmjsﬁm mmmm,
-{vm |
A A SR B i)
4 3T TEE TR 4
TEIERE S AW HEANIE FE
vaey S WA SRR
oSz A1 ASRAT TeTm 98
qow) KIS (SR (BB SR

meﬁrmm mwma&mm@aﬁwﬁmﬁm— Wb"ﬁ

A e | Sl e UTEEA (AR CIRY @ SIERE aEe frwes O S g ReeRs .

(83) @ B CEre T SN G (SA)1 @ TR IR I R 7| . i

I G ST IS WAEA | Srolel ol 33 T T e T HOA B0 15 iy R et T
IBIE  CNeeoE oGl (Esile BIRS MIHR0A @ wh u(h1 oo wreln  TORCR | 6 STRR SITRE TR ST 6

LIS GG STSHT (@RI ALS syora fce  4%¢ wIsiirabe foma &1% anen| sl T’W alw e qefoas @i

B e Bos w0 Rien wa® nEw | SEeEA S e AT gEE, s AN0N

@I | (A SPrEs NYAE SEfNcTR A 9Re pb i i S or e W!ﬁﬁﬁmm .

wfereE STNA WEREE NeEE (A (3 SISE SE T | UIE S e A faste Afawae s _

TR TreE AaeE efiE AmemE  TEiEs woo WA TEEeEs TR oy e Lﬁtﬁ" :

sy (afera P fim foir (ot wdarers foftota o careet wam| T (B prTe | ¢
el wen Ao o O WE SfSRT e WATA FEAel  AHIRE S S UE RS Qe |

FhRERTs CARE e Ree BRRE AR 1 16 w6 AUwS 9§ w0 FoaE (o e 85iF fas =

Bera v Foies =v e erfer e o, 2 @ foren wieee yym oW Do w46 e%w G 9 wfEE 9B

I (Su)| (R 6% aWIE (NI, TEWE WIEl S0a Srasied (o SiSpd biEie Ol . wEetAg SR T,

CIAAR (L ST T LA T B R A | cfears s T Afen
fRizarE FEe SR e e SAfes ofF8-n e ofS wa R |

A TGN AN CHGETIICPe orwd | AR () cAfers e e, foren Sy A AT €t o, i

i fres = (s =aend i fm (ee) |
Fe afE Dreppen Evtee oAl oAl @

W AT w2 = T A o

g IPHIRTE R o TEaes e 7 X9 WETHL IR T (o0 P

AR | SEe [4fes wEereE e

AT TR AR SIS | T | e : E g
ST ST SN Sl SRAETA W (AR 6 F 31 T |

THATA SEOE AETEEN Z00W «EEE AT g9 OnEnE A, el e Wmm%maﬁ

sTEeTE WY GEN-5EATY YIRSl e #AE A W I | e e e e ﬁl‘w

A weed fws W aibewEere O Y B biesten el TaE
YT WY | S s asfr 2Eue

e | el @, e e a0
mmmf'ﬁ% ‘ﬁmﬁi T TR (3¢) © T bIo O ol

| o Py oned| wore Fee g CITRA (22) | 118 A A HI-Pes
e l T 08 S S oE Ty g VTSRed e R Q e S |
o W 452 BETE W Apms e A Ry o o o 5 aw
R Eksal . T % Rl e e |




. == Sl ”“.iij |
m I 4 T 3803, 20 mﬁaﬁé

WWMW,WQ

W P R A (8Y) A % SffiieE YT WATE | TS THRF R ACIRB (25 B S wekw
T WE ¥y el 2 e wwen wiEe wae | Rpeie wy e ateut gaw ¢ A
TR (5 (TSR ot e e | 0% ity i e PRIRES (RIT (80) § T JUTH (v0)
TR R IR (T 2o (@8 TANGIET S 221 L | :

m N e T
— —

i b T 5805 _oade B

e M S e s e o) o e fo :
T AIENS IS (3 Wi e [, areE iy

ot TfeT 1% v ¢ T I TS (T

ﬁmmwmg%mw e® - AR R m@aﬁgﬂﬂg
FET @ FEOA! O | APIEA TG (TOTAGCI (AT QB AR (AIE A« FE O | T
febee oty e e ey 4 m@memmﬁ%ﬁmﬁfﬁ;wl?;
i ey ﬁmwaﬁmwﬁaw&wm%
i e T e

.:PF“
e P W @ T A @
G| Tl A et o A

EaR, EHTE 20, 203 @ TR 9, 389 Wm ‘

o S|
_..._.._—._——_
e s Tl T N

e @] A | s SOAEAR
T (o) Fres 7

S e R A

B o : TR (BT R M Ty e T ol MR wiwE o Rt

‘50




mmmmﬂmwm;
ﬁﬁ CEAYH |
m

:wmﬁﬁwmnmm

MMWMWW.

| AR T

_ mmmﬁm

a8 s R e e ™
Feeraf e o o FES @ by T WES
R | wwmﬂmﬂm

Mmmawwu mm
wmmw FETE |

W%m

aﬁmﬁﬁwwmmwwﬁmﬁm‘ﬂm
@ gy wdba e wE el W s aEn
GRRR T TE-REET T e eSS
T A @ w5 | T Fewi o
fites Wt fovem SCATEA | SETH! T FA oA
TS 36 ST Y1 QU0E | S0 TO BT A AT
MWW
ﬂmﬁwﬁwﬁﬁmuwmﬂﬁ‘wew
ot Ty fomm, Fiee ¢ PrmeE 9 OB @
sreaitis W e e A, I felE
efffirrg *9iET daw—
wmsuﬁm:uﬁm%-ww
“ffeerg SeFoE Aie wlet die wfEme @=n
W feEfree wo (S TR
WGBS Higd T 8 qEoA WO
(ARG R W R T
e ) Tl e T
A (U S SR A
sffmiter (ol o ot

’l‘:mlel

SN
et Gfer

TR 59 (TR 03¢
8 WG 380%

i

A T RS 4T Seee WA (20 @
Wmemﬁﬁwmﬂﬂiﬁmwﬁd
A aa o e SeieeE
m@wmﬁﬁ?ﬁmw. (i
I O TEEE WIS G WemEE
I R T REes T 4y e
A T e i
foram (o) « Pt BRe-caierniree wourd
AGPTEEE SR -y feems
TEE W S G (e Seie (e e
A & NEEEDY ZOMAE ST GRS T
QEAVIEE (HE | T REne Sremm o
& AT WO TR WEeT TEeTmE T A
DAL TCHTE S S|
=gt (Frtes) : asg-adeE
VOGS ARG HE [

T & CARISS! (W) : i
%wmmm : mqm ST it T YA T W

P (R TR (A, B 85 ) G PR O (T S
WU A eNEE S G "_|.\3*:=fi “TST.. L "|13111. b T R (€| QR P

iﬂﬂmmﬂﬂqﬁﬁmww

mmﬁaw|mm

: mmhﬁmwwwaﬁm
ceREER G1a% iR R ww el

T (ATERT T S-S Wiﬁé‘@sbaﬁﬁ pothid e bl L K il
e T <5 TR T e e % & T

}ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬁmmﬁmmiﬂﬁhﬂﬁ:ﬁ

| IRTE (EETT e gEie Reeme oo g e

Rz R v B AN R TR T
R () e W T3 e v TE
AT | PR AT T A G ANy GiD o s

. Ton wBArgeE Tofen ww1 O @9e O W GRS W) 9

T e e S e (R RS S |
wpEeEs ¢ Giiete @Emerm) | SeteEE IE
4fEH (AT TELS B T P e e v
@FAE THE TEEE ST R o w0

g fire Bereee g TmEE ARl ST
T TS IR A O (e one 5
T S| AT ST (e e e
ity Rt careR w3t fres e | e B
GRS (i @ e i) 3R e e el
mwﬁmmmmmlﬁsﬁw

wier i caresite et 99 T ST

TR (B3E) : BERIReT A AR RIS J ¢
g Frm (arren Ry B W%e HE ) (S
WHE (ISR (TSR SR GWE SRSl S
(RIEEE AT TES A oA WG T s
(TSR 35 oRTS Frefgas! ST (AR e (o
e (Feeb) ; erﬁmnmmwﬁnmﬁa
gw'ﬁrwm SR

T T e O (RIET e @ gdhet 9 | S

wrEE ey Tk fenw avm e




T QAT

Hr w "Fﬁ'ﬂi m‘ﬁﬁ, W B

R BIe (ST HOF Eﬂﬁ:ﬁ‘q 3

fRfex 31

busade .

mﬂﬁ. ﬁﬂﬁw s G feTew
g Wfﬁﬁ‘&‘!ﬁm‘
e BEEAE e WHSMY S 5EH

il 0

o O T e

T3 uTA ofew o reEE e
fafem i @R T e
3aﬂ|ﬁmﬁﬂi mm o lis_a ,

TR T 5 | SBATEE o ipauty

A At wieE Tamz w"fﬁw o ﬁtﬁ ‘I‘;:;I

o ¢ “Wq;‘“; A @ RIS W | o W

ﬁﬁ‘mwm| TR aEeTE B
S Hein

T G (:e)

AR OF 99 ﬁﬁ_ ;
TS I WIT A0 | m[ '_° iw:?';
T® Tl Cﬂﬁiﬁﬁ FAG TS
| SIS AP WATeR

fren eﬁmmw
Fwe  f6feess W R e
ﬂlmm 1 G EFATEIE
MI%W“M
mmw&wmlm
o | MWWWSW‘&

e 21 I

Y W :38\3:]

7 (T8
| Fererasies FHWACS IO FROE 92 SR AT grw

. @ wiBAT B ATTREE SAEAR TOE

4T TR (N 4% Feredl | T TA T

uiHe WA IS WA | S W FRE

maw g Frenll, G B,
ﬁ[ﬂﬁ T R WTEF &

e | e e qﬂ’mw

2% et ¢ efefifia

—

e

: cedte R-gkei fua Imm

'Eﬂ?ﬂ T A m fHee e | @ e m"ﬁ?‘l %mw
i T e [[EESNE A S

fttﬂ!ﬂ| E,W BOEA 99 WA | =g o

mm 3 'ﬁ‘!ﬁmmml 1%

5% TR MG @ T W | e i W
WA T (3¢) AR LT3 E(Em ,'ml -
ToeEE  SAEMIRT amwd mﬁw'ﬂzwwﬂw"“ﬁ 5

(2e) 992 Ie%ET W~ @R
W“W W =0e
e S

?W%T S C‘?ﬁﬁ D-lt?

wiire TrRR Sewceemm  Brme-tswe mﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁlﬂltﬂww
piagiaend o mmwmﬁmaﬂ:mm
TR (Tew TR BT oHE TS (I

m‘?@mmqﬁqr _

B G- § ]
ﬁ(tﬂ)maﬁaﬁ- “”
HqES m! ‘ﬁ w-
“'"‘%“.ﬁlm
qm‘fﬁjﬁmm
ﬂﬁmw ETE WS W
smzﬁlﬁuﬁﬁ&-@m
S TR 4R QA ikhin

kb FORTHLE G
T B |

TEld (e (W) g 45 .,mﬁ:mﬁ
ST TS WY T Bl & o

TS (B9 TS (et
? frarsa DS LS )
B ) Eﬁwmw
s Ty S O s g A | R wean
W,W@mmml

- GEiEy R
Y TS |

o]




A LG

vy Y T %
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2025,

Road accidents kill 14 in 2 days

AT LEAST 14 people, in-
cluding two children, were
killed and 16 more were
injured in road crashes that

The highest four acci-
dents involved three-wheel-
er vehicles followed by three
involved with buses.

ladesh reported that two
people were killed and 12
others were injured when
a bus crashed into a tree on
the Dhaka-Khulna highway
al Kashiani upazila in Go-
palganj at around 10:00am

first hit the rear of a Khulna-
bound Shohag Paribahan bus
and then hit the tree, leaving
12 people injured.

The injured were taken
to Kashiani Upazila Health
Complex, where doctors
declared the duo dead, he
added.
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L Beat B

Two youths died on the
spot when a pickup van hit
a trolley carrying them near
the Bridge un-
der Konakhali union at Cha-
karia upazila in Cox's Bazar
in the early hours of Satur-
day, reported Bangladesh

Sangbad Sangstha.
The deceased are M

Rubel, 28, son of M Harun
Rashid and M Selim, 22, son
of M Mohiuddin, both resi-
dents of Pekua upazila in the
district.

yan, officer-in-charge of Cha-
karia station said that the ac-
cident took place at around
12.30am.

He added that the bodies
were handed over to their
families in the

BSS also reported that a
schoolboy was killed when
he put his head outside a
bus carrying him and then
bumped against a roadside
tree from a running bus in
the Chhataria area al Sar-
ishabari upazila in Jamalpur
on Saturday.

The deceased is Rashedul
Islam, 14, a Class X student
and son of Siddiqur Rahman,
a resident of Char Adra vil-
lage of the upazila,

Police said that the in-
cident  took place when
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Rashedul was going to a
school picnic with other
school students by the bus,

passengers of a battery-pow-
ered auto-rickshaw died on
the spot and three mare were
injured when a truck hit their
vehicle in the Dupchanchia

road at Dupchanchia upa-
zila of Bogura on Friday at
around 8:30pm.

The deceased are Moza-
har Ali, 60, son of late Ab-
dul Aziz from Baliadighi in
Gobindapur union; Sadiqul
Islam, son of Md Saiful from
the same area; and Shahidul
Islam, 60, son of late Mansur
from Santahar in Naogaon,

Dupchanchia police of-
ficer-in-charge Faridul Islam
said that the auto-rickshaw’s
axle reportedly broke before
the accident when the vic-
tims were returning home
after working at a tiles fac-
tory.

The seriously injured
were taken (o a hospital
where the bodies were kept
for autopsy, the OC said, add-
ing that the truck driver fled
the scene with the vehicle.

BSS reported that a clash
between a trolley and a bat-

 tery-run auto-rickshaw killed

two people and injured three
others on Friday noon on the
Dashmina-Galachipa High-
way in the West Lakshmipur
area under the Dashmina
upazila in Patuakhali,

The deceased are Tanjila
Begum, 30, ofArozbegi vil-

way Police Station said that
the driver fled the scene with
the bus and they had handed
over the bodies to their fami-
lies without autapsy.

UNB reported that a day
labour and a child were
killed in two separate road

lage and trolley driver Rakih  accidents in Magura on Fri-
Mail Bus StandarenontbaMﬁ da
village.

Naogaon-Bogura  regional “pur

Tanjila died on the spot
while Rakib died on her way
to Barishal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital.

The bodies were handed
over to the families, police
said.

BSS also reported that a
motorcyclist and his rider
died on the spot when a La-
biba Paribahan bus on the
Brahmanbaria-Dhaka route
hit the motorcycle from be-
hind on the Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway in the Dhukundi-
Charabagh Bazar area under
Raipura Upazila in Narsingdi
at around 2:00pm on Friday.

The deceased are Md
Roni, 28, son of Md Jumman
Mia and Md Taposh, 29, son
of Habibur Rahman, both
had business and were from
Jangi Shibpur village under
Uttar Bakhar Nagar Union in
Raipura.

Md Nurul Haque, officer-
in-charge of Bhairab High-
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The deceased are brick-
field labour Tobarak Mollah,
40, a resident of Nahata vil-
lage under Mohammadpur
upazila, and 18-month-old
child Morium, daughter of
Murad Hossain of Dakshin-
para of Sripur upazila.

Officer-in-charge of Mo-
hammadpur  police sta-
tion Burhan Ali said that a

three-wheeler tad
crashed into Tobakrak when
he was going to his work-
place by a bicycle at about
7:00am.

Tobarak died on the spot
and a case was filed in this
regard, he added.

A speeding human haul-
er, locally known as Nasi-
man, rammed into the child
while she was playing on a
road in front of her house in
Sonatundi village at around
10:00am, said Sripur police
station OC Taslim Hossain.

They registered a case, he
added.
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injured in attack for
publishing news

Our Correspondent - On Monday, Sohag and wuy wferars Sore | @ wBg Serse
Shariatpur some journalists had an ar- e e wrrs - A =

gument with a clinic owner, T 5 o1g eBE w
FOUR  Shariatpur-based Nuruzzaman Sheikh, at the : € -

journalists were injured in
an attack by a group of mis-
screants in front of the depu-
ty commissioner’s office in

S| the district town on Monday
“reportedly for publishing

news over the negligence of
doctors at a hospital,

The injured journalists are
Sohag Khan Sujan of Sam-
akal, Bidhan Mojumder Oni
of New24 Television, Nayan
Das of Bangla TV, and Saiful
Islam Akash of Desh TV,

Witnesses said that the
attackers swooped on Schag
at about 1:00pm and when
Bidhan, Nayan and Saiful
tried to save Schag, they
were also attacked.

Locals said that reports
on the negligence of doctors
at Shariatpur Sadar Hospi-
tal were published by some
media outlets, including Sa-

hospital that led to the at- %F e fegwafe B
tack, they said. SRR Gy 9 ¥eat 96 | Foe
Sohag was admitted to (M SRSy At www e
Shariatpur Sadar Hospital o Rt g T fraemers
and other injured journal- TV (20 (= | ' \
ists took primary treatment  NE «Fm & @1 eI
there. TF TOT, WiHE A Torw o
‘Nuruzzaman Sheikh was TyRreswmEs a1 FHF TSI
angry with me as a news sRTAT WK | BT TGS T TECTR
story against the negligence wmemrs «ifimg 53 =it (it =i5s o1

of the doctors at the hospital wrary | q w8 St ol
was published in my news- - e

paper,” Sohag said.

He alleged that Nuruzza-
man and his men attacked
him with knives and ham-
mers due to publishing the
news,

Palang model police sta-
tion officer-in-charge Helal
Uddin said that no case was
filed with his police station
and none was arrested in
this connection until filing
this report at 10:00pm on
Monday.
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lUiuform democratlc labour law,
equal wages demanded

C"m"t - workers” rights, establish- _

ing day-care centres, food
canteens, &ndwashrmmsm

proper uiniog.for, women wa%ﬁwm |
e %’@F@wﬁ

mwﬁww 3> Wt mifg

Am%mmshnnn
rd e A, mmﬁmm
#rm ¢ T8 SR SRR HHEE e
T « o%n wfa witE e 3 oS TR, W A

KHUBDHO Naree Shomaj
on Monday demanded a uni-
forpldm:nomﬁclabmrlaw
and equal, dignified wages
for men and women at a rally
in Shahbag of Dhaka.

The platform, formed
with 21 different organisa-
tmnsafewmunlhs
senfed 11 danmndsatgoheplj;:
dudedmthempnﬂsofﬂm

vmpresldem Shima Das
Shimu, university teacher
Layeqa Bashir, and Nari lw
Mukti Kendra

president. g -+ =fies

six months of paid mater-
nity leave for all working

women, ition of
both and informal la-
bourers, proper enforcement

of anti-sexual harassment
policies and complaint cells,
relaxed conditions for form-
ing trade unions to uphold
freedom of expression, and
m\iﬂ female mrkam
te WO

Bangladesh Garment
Sramik Samhati president
Taslima Akhter noted that
the High Court had directed
in 2009 the establishment
of active anti-sexual harass-
ment cells in all educational
mmns?i,d workplaces,

‘We want the government
to enforce an anti-sexual
harassment law, clearly de-
fining harassment to ensure

healthy work environment,’
Taslima, also a member of
the Labour Reform Commis-
sion, said.

Speakers emphnsissd
the societal tmdnncy to
undervalue women's work,
lear.iinsta}uwerwagescom-

m

ntefsmahwm'kem I.Baving

them vulnerable to violence.
Their other demands in-

cluded recognising women

as labourers in agncuhum

and fisheries, enacting laws

to protect dnmesucandsax

fmmlawarkms’sa.felyanda .
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Tkﬁﬂ.ﬂm:aumnnthfarthﬂ
workers, and the enforce-
ment of free trade unionism
and democratic labour laws.

Bangladesh Nationalist

I @ YagE

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025,

Party standing committee mand
member and labour leader
Nazrul Islam Khan criti-

 cised the low wages paid to

workers and called for im-

meﬁatemfamutﬁgum
tee their rights.

The convention's dec:la-

mﬁonoutﬁnﬂdanine-pomt

demand, including estab-

lishing a‘patmmnnt wage

'mmmimian.anmun:mg

a national minimum wage,

ending the outsourcing s
tem for workers, ik

free trade union rights of the
wnrkms.

" To press their demands,
Si(ﬂ!’unmumsdmm-al
movement

programmes,
‘including observing a De-

Sob |

MWMWMamWMMMda :
mmmmmtmmmmuhMMmm m&mm

Monthly minimum wag
Tk k 30, 000 demanded
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Ashulia RMG

unpaid wages

RMG - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Workers of a readymade garment fac-
tory blocked a road in the Kathgora
Amtala area of Ashulia on the out-
skirts of the capital for over four hours
yesterday, demanding payment of
their outstanding wages for January.

More than a hundred workers of
Ssain Apparels Limited gathered at
Amtala intersection on the Kathgora-
Bishmail road around 8:30am. As an
army team intervened they ended
their agitation at around 2pm follow-
ing assurance from the authorities to
meet their demand.

An assistant superintendent of
the Industrial Police, requesting ano-
nymity, told The Business Standard,
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workers

block road demanding

“Workers have blocked the road de-
manding their unpaid wages. The is-
sue is that we are unable to contact
the factory management as their
phone numbers are switched off. We
are trying to resolve the issue,”

He further added, “From what I
have learned, the factory management
is unable to pay wages due to banking
complications. The company’s funds
deposited at the bank are being ad-

This has created uncertainty
among workers regarding their
pending wages, i
Jasmine, a female factory work-
€1, 5aid, “On g February, the factory

mﬂnaﬁ‘ementmnmmmﬂaml_

 holiday until 13 February

paying our salaries. We were sup-
posed to receive our wages on the
13th, but that did not happen. Lat-
er, on 15 February, another notice
was issued extending the general

Jasmine further mentioned
that around 1,700 workers are
employed in the factory.

Despite multiple attempts,
Mozammel Hossain, managing
director of the factory, could not

RIER TG RIE)

- AT (9 D € i A

justed against their loans, preventing e reached for comment.

them from paying the workers.”

The aggrieved workers said despite
multiple assurances, the factory man-
agement has yet to pay their salaries
for January.

Moreover, without any significant
reason, the factory has been closed
since 9 February, after being declared
a general holiday.
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Protection and Improvement of Living Standards of Domestic Workers

CAMPE, in collaboration with The Daily Star, organised a roundiable titled "Protection and
Improvement of Living Standards of Domestic Workers: Our Role" on December 18, 2024. Here

we publish a summary of the discussion.

Tapon Kumar Das, Deputy Director, Campaign for Popular Education The 2022 Labour Force
Survey reports 1.65 million domestic workers in Bangladesh, though estimates from non-state
actors suggest the actual number may range from 7 to 10 million. Studies highlight that most
domestic workers lack basic education, with 61% not having received primary or alternative
education and 99% without secondary education. Many also lack formal training certifications.
Domestic workers often face difficult working conditions, including undefined working hours,
irregular pay, mistreatment, and poor health support. Despite the introduction of the Domestic
Workers' Protection and Welfare Policy in 2015, its implementation has been limited, and
progress has been slow. To improve their situation, eight NGOs, supported by Oxfam, launched
the SUNITI Project to advocate for domestic workers' rights. This includes pushing for the
inclusion of "domestic work" under the Labour Law, endorsing ILO Convention 189, offering
non-formal education and vocational training, ensuring decent work conditions, providing legal
documentation like joining letters, and establishing health support and minimum wage
regulations. Despite challenges, a new initiative funded by the EU and coordinated by Oxfam
continues to address these issues.

Abul Hossain, Acting Coordinator, Domestic Workers Rights Network (DWRN)

Our demand is straightforward: we are labourers, and we want our rights to be established. We
seek recognition, dignity, and security, as guaranteed by the Constitution. The Labour Law of
2006 states that the law is applicable to all labourers. However, it explicitly excludes domestic
workers, dashing our hopes.The government's "Domestic Workers' Protection and Welfare
Policy 2015" is a comprehensive document, rare in its scope as an executive policy. It refers to
previous decrees, including the 2011 High Court verdict, and declares that all benefits outlined in
the draft policy should be ensured by the state until the enactment of a law. Yet here we are in
2025, still waiting for tangible outcomes.The Labour Reform Commission's first meeting
included domestic and cleaning workers. If the government does not grant us our rights, we are
determined to earn them ourselves. I have faith in the committee's recommendations and remain
hopeful that our voices will finally be heard.

Lipi Begum, Domestic Worker, Kallyanpur Pora Bosti As domestic workers, we are treated
unfairly and without dignity. Despite working tirelessly to maintain households, when we ask for
water, we are given old, dirty glasses, different from those we clean every day. We are not
allowed to sit on the sofas or beds we clean and can only sit on the floor. Unlike RMG workers,
we do not receive bonuses, vacations, or even basic rights like fixed working hours or a weekly
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day off. If we break something by accident, we face verbal and sometimes physical abuse, and
are forced to pay for damages, with costs deducted from our wages. Our wages remain stagnant,
and we have no job security. If we complain, we are threatened with being laid off. Even taking a
day off requires us to finish all the work first. Our struggles continue as there is no legal
protection for us.

Champa Begum, Domestic Worker, Kallyanpur Pora Bosti

Domestic workers like us do not get time off, even during pregnancy, and are forced to do heavy
household tasks. For small mistakes, like mixing up clothes during washing, we are verbally
abused, insulted, or slapped. Our work is undervalued; we are seen as "servants” despite being
essential to maintaining households. We have no formal appointment contract, leaving us
vulnerable to unfair layoffs without wages. Without legal protection or contracts, we face
immense financial hardship when suddenly dismissed, struggling to provide for our families.

Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed, Executive Director, Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies (BILS)
& Chairperson, Labour Rights Commission, Interim Government Domestic workers in
Bangladesh face severe challenges, exemplified by Kalpana, a house help subjected to brutal
torture, whose condition in the burn unit was dire. Her parents revealed they had not been
allowed to visit her for six years. Similarly, another domestic worker was recently rescued from
Bashundhara after being confined for years while caring for a bedridden patient. Her "crime" was
wanting to visit her family during Eid. The core issue confronting our domestic workers is the
pervasive system that fuels their exploitation and strips them of essential dignity and rights. To
address this, ensuring their formal registration is crucial. This is feasible with collaborative
efforts from the Social Welfare and the Local Government Ministries. For instance, registering
workers under the government's 'Somota' universal pension scheme for low-income individuals
could incentivise employers to contribute to their well-being, with shared deposits from
employers, workers, and government support.Such registration would provide domestic workers.
with government recognition, compelling the Labour Ministry to protect their rights. This step
would also combat the culture of discrimination, which impacts both domestic workers and
employer families, as children either internalise or become desensitised to this inequality.
Establishing regular communication channels with authorities and mandating employer
accountability can significantly reduce abuse and uphold domestic workers' dignity.

Zakia Sultana, Domestic Worker 1 urge the government to prioritise comprehensive skill
development programmes for domestic workers and recognise us under the Labour Law 2006.
While the Domestic Workers' Protection and Welfare Policy 2015 outlines provisions such as
forming a monitoring cell under the Labour Ministry, these remain unimplemented. Without
action, domestic workers continue to face exploitation and invisibility. On behalf of 4 million
domestic workers, I ask: how long must we suffer and be tortured for meaningful change? Until
domestic workers are included in the Labour Law, the 2015 policy must be enforced.
Additionally, platforms for awareness and dialogue must involve domestic workers so that we
can voice our concerns directly.

BAT.
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Salma, Domestic Worker Domestic workers remain excluded from the Labour Law, and the
Domestic Workers' Protection and Welfare Policy 2015, though formulated, has yet to be
implemented. If our rights were enshrined in law, we could rightfully demand a weekly day off,
formal contracts, or maternity leave. Currently, we have limited vacation opportunities and
inadequate compensation. I humbly request the government to pass the law for us; then we can
fight to overcome the rest of the challenges ourselves.

ABM Khorshed Alam, Consultant, The World Bank & Former CEO, NSDA 1 believe many
incidents of violence against domestic workers stem from their lack of skills. When I was with
the National Skill Development Authority (NSDA), I worked on initiatives to enhance domestic
workers' skills. With proper training, incidents like breaking a glass or burning clothes could be
avoided, which, in my opinion, would reduce violent encounters by 50 at least per
cent. Addressing domestic workers' challenges requires revising the Labour Law to include them,
as formulating new laws is a lengthy process. Mandating specific working hours, safe resting
places, and housing facilities is crucial. Domestic workers, particularly those from rural areas
without local support, need secure housing, much like working women's hostels. Providing such
facilities would significantly reduce violence and improve employer attitudes. The Government's
Labour Welfare Foundation, funded by contributions from multinational corporations like
Unilever, can allocate resources to these initiatives. Transparent use of these funds is essential to
support domestic workers' welfare. '

Mirza Nurul Ghani Shovon, Chairperson, Informal Sector Industry Skills Council (ISISC)
Policy and law are fundamentally different. In our country, where constitutional laws are often
poorly implemented, policies tend to be even less effective. What we urgently need is a
dedicated law to protect the rights of domestic workers. Such legislation should be
comprehensive, addressing housing, security, and healthcare facilities for them.The government's
existing incentives and social safety net programmes can be extended to include domestic
workers. In this regard, the Social Welfare Ministry has a crucial role to play. Additionally, there
should be a dedicated constitutional body responsible for all matters concerning domestic
workers, including the protection of their rights, provision of facilities, and overall
management, This is a pressing issue that must be addressed during the tenure of the interim
government; otherwise, it might never be addressed because, despite highlighting these issues to
previous political governments time and again, there has not been any tangible progress.

Dr. Fauzia Moslem, President, Bangladesh Mahila Parishad (BMP) Firstly, 1 would like to
highlight that while we are advocating for the protection of domestic workers, we must ask
ourselves: are we even recognising domestic work or care services as a distinct sector? In our
country, care services are undervalued. If care services were acknowledged as a legitimate
sector, the establishment of domestic workers' rights would naturally follow, The Social Welfare
Ministry has a crucial role to play in this regard, but recognising domestic workers as labourers
and ensuring their rights and dignity falls under the mandate of the Labour Ministry. To build a
society free from discrimination, we must first address the deeply rooted biases in our culture,
attitudes, lifestyles, and gender norms. Alongside this cultural shift, supportive laws must be
enacted to ensure domestic workers' rights and dignity. Change must start from within, at the
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individual level. Only then can care work be valued as an essential job, and the contributions of
domestic workers be properly recognised and appreciated.

Shahajadi Begum, Programme Coordinator, Oxfam in BangladesOxfam in Bangladesh has
been working with domestic workers for the past 12 years, and it is clear that incorporating
domestic workers under the Labour Law is essential. I am able to speak here today because
someone is shouldering the burden of work in my home, and this once again highlights the
importance of this sector. It is crucial to recognise domestic workers as integral participants in
the labour market, moving beyond a traditional sympathy-driven, humanitarian perspective. We
have collaborated with organisations present here and trialled two projects aimed at creating job
contracts, setting working hours, and facilitating job placements. These initiatives are ongoing.
From our experience, I can confidently say that there is no altemative to enhancing skill
development for domestic workers. It not only benefits employers but also empowers the
workers themselves. The issue of safety for domestic workers is critical—not only for
theirwellbeing but also for the job providers who rely on them. Shirin Parveen Hag, Founding
Member & Prominent Human Rights Activist, NaripokkhoAs the driving force behind the
recently established commission, T am frequently reminded of the term ABRODH, which
signifies solitary confinement and the degrading conditions endured by many domestic workers.
This term aptly encapsulates the various predicaments faced by domestic workers, as they are
excluded from any form of leave or humanitarian support. The urgent need for a robust legal
framework, coupled with the introduction of universal pension schemes, cannot be overstated.
Key measures such as registration through enrolment, reform and expansion of the existing
labour welfare commission, and comprehensive training initiatives hold the potential to mitigate
domestic workers' vulnerabilities. Over time, such efforts may also help overcome the stigma
against domestic work as so-called 'menial jobs,' fostering dignity and inclusion for domestic
workers.

Sharmeen S Murshid, Honourable Advisor, Ministry of Social Welfare, Interim Government
As the head of the Ministry of Social Welfare and Women's Affairs, I must acknowledge that we
often lag behind countries such as Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Philippines in addressing
issuesconcerning domestic workers. While the state bears a significant responsibility for ensuring
the health and education of domestic workers' children, equal accountability rests with- all
stakeholders to prevent violence against them. Addressing child labour must remain a top
priority. Currently, there are approximately four million domestic workers in our country,
supported by 72 registered organisations advocating for their welfare. This underscores the
pressing need for a dedicated authority to improve their conditions. We are also reviewing the
Labour Welfare Commission and the Universal Pension Scheme proposed by the previous
administration, with plans to introduce unique identification numbers and expanded digitalisation
efforts.It is deeply concerning that domestic workers remain largely excluded from mainstream
integration. However, we are resolute in our commitment to ensuring their safety, dignity, and
security. Achieving this requires close collaboration with ministries such as Labour, Home
Affairs, Local Government, and Women's Affairs. Key issues such as wages, working
conditions, and the provision of at least one day off per week must be prioritised. Any national
policy or task force must transcend mere documentation, driving meaningful change. We firmly
believe that a more equitable world is possible if these
challengesareaddressedwithdeterminationand collective action.
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Rasheda K. Choudhury, Executive Director, Campaign for Popular Education Despite efforts,
minimum social security—basic income or support guaranteeing a minimum standard of
living—remains an unrealised goal due to lack legal frameworks. Policies from the 2010s
inspired optimism but failed to provide victims with access to justice. While violence against
women once spurred media-led change, the rights, dignity, and security of domestic workers
remain unacknowledged. Their work conditions often lack essential provisions such as
appointment letters and fixed working hours, raising questions about employer accountability.
Collaborative initiatives, such as the SUNITI project and partnerships with international entry
like Oxfam, aimed to legitimise their struggles.High admission fees in Dhaka schools and
inadequate local academic opportunities highlight broader inequalities. With over 17,000 slums
in and around Dhaka, many children of domestic workers rely on low cost madrasa education or
NGO-supported schools.International models, like India's 2016 Right to Education amendment
and Nepal's Right to Free Education Act (2018), underscore the need for Bangladesh to
strengthen its own educational commitments. Articles 17 and 28 of the Constitution enshrine
education and non-discrimination, yet their implementation lags. Addressing these gaps aligns
with global goals like the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC).Inter-ministerial coordination is crucial for integrating welfare,
education, and security for domestic workers and their children. Initiatives like the Bureau of
Non-Formal Education (BNFE) demonstrate potential, but comprehensive reform requires a
focus on accountability and

collaboration with credible NGOs with godd track records like Oxfam. The media must also
challenge issues like child abuse and advocate for systemic
improvements.Onlyintegratedapproaches can secure lasting guarantees for domestic workers

Mahfuz Anam, Editor and Publisher, The Daily Star As an editor, 1 have had the privilege
of participating in pivotal discussions that embody the essence of perception, knowledge, and
growth. The media's coverage of national issues should undeniably include the struggles of
domestic workers, a cause that The Daily Star strongly supports. I urge relevant stakeholders to
collaborate with the media to ensure meaningful and effective outcomes. I reaffirm my
unwavering commitment to this cause.

Tanjim Ferdous, n-Charge, NGOs & Foreign Missions, Business Development Team, The
Daily Star (Moderator)According to BBS, in Bangladesh, there are approximately 2.5 million
domestic workers, of whom 80 per cent are women. Most of them have migrated from rural areas
to urban areas in search of livelihoods. However, the lack of proper education, skills, and legal
protection has made it challenging to ensure a safe and dignified work environment for
them.Although the government formulated the Domestic Workers' Protection and Welfare Policy
in 2015, the lack of effective implementation means that domestic workers are still deprived of
the fundamental rights granted under labour laws. They are not recognised as workers, which
results in their exclusion from labour rights, protection, and social services.

Recommendations
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e Include domestic workers within the Labour Law and establish a dedicated monitoring
cell under the Labour Ministry to oversee their welfare in coordination with the Minis
of Social Welfare and the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs. '

¢ Recognise domestic work as a formal sector.

e Endorse the legal framework necessary to implement the Domestic Workers' Protection
and Welfare Policy, 2015.

« Establish training programmes for domestic workers and organise short-term orientation
sessions for employers to promote behavioural change.

* Include domestic workers under the government's universal pension scheme, 'Somota,’
and ensure their inclusion in social safety nets programmes.

« Ensure access to quality education for domestic workers' children.

» Create helplines and helpdesks for domestic workers.

Actively promote a positive mindset towards domestic work.

+ Ensure inter-ministerial coordination to integrate welfare, education, and security for
domestic workers and their children.

» Establish regulations for minimum wage, working hours, joining letters, and provide

~ security, healthcare, and housing for domestic workers.
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