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AGEBARFORGOVTIOBS 7 hour sit-in withdrawn

7-hour sit-in
withdrawn after

FROM PAGE 1
front of the chief adviser's residence in
dJET{l:laepitaLth admini

publi inistration ministry
issued a notification in this regard

govL assurance mﬁwﬁ to submit its
The committee is chaired by former

bk 7 ...~ carctaker government adviser Abdul
After a seven-hour-long sit in in front of m Chowdhury, with Mf’gﬂ%ﬁﬂlg
the chief adviser's residence, protesters last bl a&mimnistummmm mmm‘?m‘f Lo
night withdrew their programme on the .00 secretary, :
government’s assurance that a committee — apqnd 11:0031’“' sl Bandied
will review their demand for raising the joh seekers had gathered at Shahbagh
age limit for government job seekers. ‘Lo press for the age-limit extension.
They announced the withdrawal o They then marched towards the chief
journalists around 9:00pm after speaking adviser's residence, where police had
to ICT Adviser Nahid Islam and Sports set up barricades to bar them from
Adviser Asif Mahmud. moving forward. The protesters,
Speaking to reporters, Rasel' Al- however, broke through the
Mahmud, one of the coordinators of 35 barricades and continued chanting
Prottashi Somonnoy Parish]ad, said, 'We’ulll ﬂoﬁﬂr:)ﬁnd ¥ .
attend tomorrow’s [today’s] meeting wi u lopm, a sci broke
the committee to reiterate our demand. Out between the demonstrators and
The committee is to submit a report, based 1aw enforcers, after which police fired
on our discussion, within seven days.” tear gas shells and stun grenades o
The administration yesterday formed drspe:s se the crowd. .
: : peaking to journalists, Ruman
a two-member committee to review the b oo alithe tors of 35
possibility of extending the age limit for Brotiadi Som e ’Patﬁln."aﬁha;:l sa}ti
applying for government jobs, following «y, dunnmtheum e coeem
the protests by hundreds of job seekers in o cxior i
question why tear gas was fired on a
peaceful protes.. We have no other
option now but (0 seek a meeting
zrith lﬁn& chief adviser to present our
ema

--------

Muzammel  Miazee, another
protester, explained the demand for

extension. "Currently, the age limit

for applying for civil service jobs is 30.
We're demanding it be increased to 35.
We've been asking for this lor 14 years
but there has been no response from
the government.” !
Another protester said, “If the chief
adviser can serve the state at the age of

- 70 [his actual age is 84] , why can’t we

access government jobs after the age of
302"

Tahsin Mahmud, a student of
Chittagong University, said, “Our
demand is logical, and the government
should address it immediately. We're
suffering from unemployment.”

The age limit is 32 for only the
children and grandchildren of freedom
fighters.

Protesters had blocked the
Shahbagh intersection a few days ago
with the same demand.

Additionally, Bangladesh
Administrative Service Association,
an i of administration
cadre officials, also demanded that the
maximum age limit be raised to 35 and
the retirement age to 65.

It is to be noted that the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police on August 25
issued a notice banning any rallies,
meetings or demonstration in front
of the Secretariat and government
residence of the chiel adviser until
further notice,
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TLO recommends
labour law reform
to end RMG unrest
in Bangladesh

LABOUR - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The International Labour Organization (ILO)
has called for immediate reforms in wage
structures and labour laws in Bangladesh’s
ready-made garment sector to address the on-
going worker grievances and labour unrest.

In a statement issued on Sunday, the organ-
isation stressed that wage restructuring and
improved labour protections are crucial for
achieving sustainable industrial relations be-
tween employers and workers, ensuring bath
fair wages and long-term peace in the sector.

The ILO said it is closely monitoring labour
unrest in the RMG and ofher sectors, which has
brought attention to systemic issues needing
urgent resolution,

It underlined the importance of social dia-
logue, urging all stakeholders, employers,
workers, and government representatives to
engage in constructive discussions to uphold
workers' rights while maintaining the econom-
ic viability of the industry.

“Itnot onlysupports
sustainable business practices and
better working conditions but also
contributes to advancing social jus-
tice and decent work for all,” it added.

The ILO commended the RMG in-
dustry for the landmark agreement
reached on 24 September between
workers and emplovers in Ashulia
following escalated labour unrest.

This agreement has raised hopes
for harmonious industrial relations
and long-term peace in the sector, it
said in the statement.

The ILO identified five key areas
where action is required.

Wage structure and policy
reform: The I1LO recommended
developing an evidence-based,
gender-responsive national wage
policy that is vital for regular and
fair wage setting.

It believes reforming the mini-
mum wage mechanism and en-
suring inclusive consultations be-
tween employers and workers will
help address wage-related griev-
ances, including the move towards
providing living wages.

It said sectoral wage boards and
strong collective bargaining mech-
anisms must be established to pre-

- 'vent and de-escalate unrest related

to wages and working conditions.
Labour law reform and strength-
ened legal protections: The ILO
believes amendments to the Bang-
ladesh Lahour Act, aligned with
international - labour standards,

e Blep

TUESDAY 01.10.2024
are needed to expand coverage to
all workers, including those in the
informal sector and export process-
ing zones (EPZs).

The reform should strengthen
mechanisms for resolving labour
disputes, enhance wage protec-
tions, and simplify the processes
for trade union registration, reads
the statement. '

A strong national industrial rela-
tions system: The [LO said a robust

and transparent national industrial
relations system is essential for ad-

dressing disputes early and pre- -

venting them from escalating into
vinlence.

This should include the intro-
duction of an independent alterna-
tive dispute resolution institution
and reforms o the labour court sys-
tem to improve case management.

It believes addressing anti-union
discrimination cases is also a vital
step toward promoting industrial

peace.

Social protection: The ILO said
the Employment Injury Scheme,
currently piloted for garment work-
ers, should be institutionalised,
legislated, and gradually extended

* to other sectors.

It believes that establishing a
comprehensive social pratection
system, aligned with ILO conven-
tions, will boost workers’ safety and
well-heing while enhancing Bang-
ladesh's global compelitiveness.

Occupational safety and health

and to develop a comprehensive
national OSH system.

The organisation believes this
will promote a culture of safety
across all sectors of the economy.

The ILO called on all stakehold-
ers fo work to improve the industrial
relations system through construc-
tive social dialogue. This collabo-
ration is essential not only for the
stability of the RMG sector buf alse
for the broader economic and social
well-being of Bangladesh, it said.

“Through shared effort and com-
mitment, we are optimistic that
peaceful and productive industrial
relations can be achieved, benefiting
all parties involved,” the ILO said.

The statement said ILO Director-
General Gilbert F Houngbo met
Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad
Yunus on 26 September on the side-
lines of the UN General Assembly
in New York to discuss the interim
government's priorities.

The discussions focused on
employment creation and labour
reforms, and the 1L0% role In sup-
porting these initiatives.

In the TLO statement, the organi-
safion said it remains dedicated to
supporting Bangladesh on its jour-
ney fowards sustainable and inclu-
sive economic growth, underpinned

_ by the promotion of decent work,

“TUESDAY OCTOBER 1, 2024
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Include house
helps as workers

in the labour law
Speakers tell event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Domestic Workers' National Forum was
launched yesterday at an event in the capital's
Krishibid Institution Bangladesh. Speakers at
the event emphasised the urgent need L0 secure
fair wages and working hours for house helps by
integrating them into the labour law.

The forum will work rom the grassroots to the
policy-making level to work towards ensuring
domestic workers' rights at local and national levels.
They will aim to implement the Domestic Workers
Protection and Welfare Policy (2015), and ensure
their recognition as “workers” in the labour law.

The event was organised by Dushtha Shasthya
Kendra with the help of Oxfam In Bangladesh.

Around 200 house helps attended the evenl.

Referring to a study by Oxtam in 2022, where
67 percent of domestic workers suflered emotional
abuse, 61 percent verbal abuse and 21 percent
physical abuse, OXFAM Programme Director
Mahmuda Sultana highlighted the nced for
ensuring proper protection for domestic workers.

She said, “The 16,000 domestic workers we are
engaging with through this forum will work for
their rights.”

Regarding this new forum; Zakia Sultana, a house
help, who has been selected as president, said “Our
main demand is to include all domestic workers in
the country in the labor law and recognise them
as workers. There is no accurate data on how many
women are employed as domestic workers in the
country.” |

labour rights, and social justice.
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Reforming wage structure,
policy in RMG sector

GADJSTthehackﬂmpofsp]raﬂmgworkem unrest with atten- W
A dant violence in the Readymade Garment (RMG) units in |
Savar, Gazipur and elsewhere, the UN agency dealing g sryrer atfocavs
demand urgent attention. Evﬁenﬂy the international labour body has
beendoselymonnnnngthemiamnafmmnmsﬂmgmm
workers, their grievances and the comple: involved that reflect :
temic problems requiring speedy redress. Thekym& dentified by
the TLO and the suggested remedies include wage = poli
hbomlawreformandmongmalandl:galpmﬁcﬂonsah&anﬂmﬁml
relations, and occupational safety and health (OSH).The first step
towards addressing the issues causing destabilisation in the garment and
other industries is to acknowledge those by all the stakeholders involved.
The next step would be to conduct constructive dialogues between the
RMG factory owners, workers and government officials in a spirit of
collaboration and good faith so that workers' rights are recognised and
protected, while the sustainability of the RMG industry is also ensured.
Admittedly.wmkmmustbem;_._mdevelnpamufowner-

asf-nmmmwm s0f6 &=t o |

uyshlghmfomgnmhameardngﬁm:sonlymMHOfam T ) e AT e

_ G| SiaT A0, Tl T W, R
deficit between workers and emplo ) [[.O‘sinpﬁ'lnﬁuscasem PR Dl 010 B

TS T T FIed wEeT tofd sal |
CATE WIS @ P T 0T T | |
E i adrEr afes  afe wiEEw
; ers and employers as a 'landmark'  mRR WS dwmy TR |
factories should take the acmrd-mBut hardly a weekhg:d pa:;sed R A o, m |
g i since that agreement w violent o & arg| & (T
leading role to keep their |  jashes between workers @hd law: TS o, S Jiew S A
workers happy in enforcers erupted on lastinthe WM & O (N (T T,
& PPY Ehe AShﬁlamleadihgiotht ofone s S fowwi Fwa Al
interest of improving | worker and critical injuries to several T W e A @,

industrial re others. Clearly, the situation appears to 50
4 lations and be grave since following the latest vio- W% TS FCW &MY TECAT P

establishing peace and lence, owners of the Ashulia area has mﬂﬁ b mﬂ :ﬁz-,“ Wt*f!

stability in the sector | sousht protection of their factories, g oy frm b
their staff and workers against what .
they termed 'outsiders' who are out to destroy the industry.

Obviously, this latest development flies in the face of the 'worker-
employer agreement' termed landmark’ by the ILO. Even so, the latest
unrest only points to how germane the ILO inputs and suggestions are to
the crisis-ridden RMG sector. Now that the overall atmosphere in the
RMG industry is getting toxic for reasons vet to be identified, the inter-

im government needs o put its foot down to protect this vital sector of
the economy. At the same time, it should see to it that the measures sug-
gested by the ILO to restore a healthy worker-employer relationship in
the entire industry are implemented duly. In this context, the suggested
move to reform the wage structure and policy towards a gender-respon-
swe nauonal wagcpohcy as well as rcformmg the minimum wage mech-

rough e consulta % emp
shmﬂdbe started wlﬂmut delay. Smnlarly, amcndment to the Bangladesh
Labour Act, introduction of an independent alternative dispute’ resolu-
tion institution and reform of the labour court system should also be ini-
tiated. Also, for social protection of workers, the ongoing pilot scale
‘Employment Injury Scheme'should be institutionalised and legalised. To
ensure occupational safety and health (OSH) for workers, the govern- ,
ment would be well-advised to ratify the related conventions nos. 155 and

187 for developing a comprehensive OSH system in the sector. : |
Finally, the owners of the RMG factories should take the leading —— e e

role to keep their workers happy in the interest of improving industri- Ob
al relations and establishing peace and stability in the sector,
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The Supreme Coun chamber judge yesterd
stayed a High Court order that granted ad- lntenir?;
“hail to Rana Plaza owner Sohel Rana in a case filed
cmer deaths during the collapse of the plaza in
o . AP 2018

=« Justice Md Rezaul Haque, the chamber judge
of the Appellate Division of the SC, passed the

=it Oorder following a challenge petition filed by the

e
ﬁ‘mw sfwwmEr Sy &w slate.
wrnTs =%y weEl #acs The chamber judge also sent the state’s petition
%04 | FEe sEwE A to the full bench of the Appellate Division for its
aatifefer ¢ FrefefEmrte  smned wifome swcseeea further hearing on October 21.
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Labour situation improves
in Ashulia, Gazipur belts

FE REPORT

The overall labour situa-
tion in Ashulia and Gazipur
industrial belts improved on
Thursday as most of the
garment factories, except
some 34, reopened with
workers joining their work-
places.

Workers of two factories,
however, were locked in
chases and engaged in van-
dalism in the Zirani area of
Gazipur in the morning,

Sources said the workers
also blocked the Kaliakoir-
Mabinagar road for some
time but was later cleared
by law enforcing agencies.

Talking to the FE,
Abdullah Hil Rakib, senior
vice president of the
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA), said the situa-
tion had improved except
for some and there was no

~ major incident.

He said workers of two

in

garment  factories

Gazipur clashed with each
other and engaged in van-
dalism but the rest were in
operation.

Sources said workers of
Radial International Limited
in the Zirani area demonstrat-

ed to realise several of their
demands and at one point
they also asked the workers of

adjacent Iris  Fashions
imaiiert 0 doin

Workers of  Radial
International then van-

dalised the factory of Iris
Fashions as the workers of
Iris Fashions declined join-
ing them, they said.

Later, Iris Fashions work-
ers vandalised the factory of
Radial International and

they locked themselves into
chases,

The agitated workers
then blocked the Kaliakoir-
Nabinagar road and law
enforcing agencies  dis-
persed them.

o9

According to industry
sources, some 34 parment
factories in Ashulia and
Gazipur suspended opera-
tions on Thursday.

Some 23 units out of 34
located n Ashulia
announced closure in line
with the labour law provi-
sion 13(1) that states 'mo
work no pay' while the rest
seven announced a paid hol-
iday. Four garment factories
in Gazipur could not oper-
ate, according to the sources.

When asked, Moham-
mad Hatem, president of
the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Expor-
ters Association (BKMEA),
alleged provocation from
outsiders for the ongoing
labour protest in Ashulia.

He said that a vested
interest group sta.ymg here
in the country are instigat-
img workers and spreading
romours mainly to divert
global buyers from
Bangladesh.

munni_fe@yahoo.corm
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ANGLADESH'S APPAREL EXPORT COMPETITIVENESS

Low labour costs, duty-free
access key drivers: US report

Staﬂ(hnupmdal

BANGLADESH, the second-

largest apparel exporter
globally, has enhanced its

parel, due to low labour
costs, affordable inpuis,
and duty-free access to key
markets beyond the United
States, positioning it as a vi-
tal player in the global fash-
ion industry, according to a
latest

The US International
Trade Commission on Tues-

day relased the roport tillad

Expart Cnmpeu-
hvemm of Certain
Suppliers to the United
States (Inv No 332-602).

In a lstter to the US In-
ternational Trade Commis-
sion on December 19, 2023,
US trade rep:éaemaﬂve ac-
knowledged recent disrup-
tions and emphasised the
need for the current admin-
istration to understand these

leading
el suppl.iﬂs to
the Um 1 States.

The USITC, an inde- -
pendent, nonpartisan fed-
eral agency, examined the
export competitiveness of
the . apparel industries in
Bangladesh, Cambodia, In-
dia, Indonesia and Pakistan,
which & accounted
for 27.0 per cent of the total
US apparel imports, valued
at $79.3 billion in‘2023.

The report ted

- ond-largest apparel exporter
i+ globally, with significant ca-

A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory on the outskirts of Dhaka. Bangladesh, the second-
largest apparel exporter globally, has enhanced fts competitiveness in garment manufacturing, particularly in bulk orders of basic
apparel, due to low labour costs, aﬁoﬁad&mpuﬁ.&ﬂduﬁr&embkynﬂh&ﬁﬁmﬂhUM%WMhm
a vital piayerfntheﬂobalfashlon industry, according to a latest reporr.

supply; and socml and envi-
ronmental ility.

It also discussed how
these slements contributed
to becoming a preferred
sourcing base for the US
fashion companies.

The report highlighted
that Bangladesh contribut-
ing 9.0 -per cent of US ap-
parel imports — the h]ghest
amorig the countries inves-
- stands as the sec-

pabilities in man
and a focus on bulk orders

of hasrc garments,
competes as
a low-cost supplier to the US

market, benefiting from low .

labour costs and relatively
low input expenses driven
by vertical integration, econ-
omies of scale, industry sub-
sidies and duty-free access to
substantial markets beyond
the US,’ the report said. .. .

Furthermore, the size and
experience of Bangladesh’s
apparel industry enable il to
offer a diverse range of prod-
ucts in both large and small
quantities for US buyers,

R

complemented by a skilled
workforce, it said.

The report mentioned sig-
nificant in the mar
ket shiares of major US suppli-
- ers between 2013 and 2023.

It pointed out that while
the share of imports from
China — the largest exporier to
the United Staies — declined
during this period, the market
shares of other leading suppli-
ers, such as Vietnam, Bangla-
desh, Cambodia and Pakistan,
saw an increase. ;

During 2013-23, the US

—New Age photo

:yoﬂappared. limponth:rmthﬂ
sourcing the majority
of its from Asia.

In 2023, the US imported
apparel worth $79.3 billion,
accounting for approximate-
ly one-fifth of global imports.
The two largest sources of
the US apparel imports by
value were China and Viet-
nam, which made
up 39 per cent of all US ap-
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$10.21m arrears in

A total of 36 local ready-made gar-
ment (RMG) exporters on Saturday
threatened to take legal action against
Expo Freight Limited (EFL),
which allegedly will fail to pay
$10.21 million in arrears within the
next 15 days.

EFL is legally responsible to pay the
arrears to local suppliers, as it handled
the goods supplied to the now-bank-
rupted British retailer Debenhams,
Md Zahangir Alam, the Debenhams
Vendors Community convener, said.

He was speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the Economic Reporters'
Forum in the city. ;

Around 36 local RMG exporters

ied apparel items to Debenhams
PLC, a reputable UK-based company
with a 150-year history, under con-
tracts that required them to submit the
bill of lading to EFL for payment
upon receiving export proceeds.

They have adhered to the terms for
over a decade, he said adding that on 9
April, 2020, Debenhams entered liqui-
dation, appointing an administrator to
manage the process.

EFL and its carriers delivered goods
to Debenhams without the necessary
bank endorsement, violating
Bangladesh Bank's (BB) Foreign

Over 30 exporters threaten
legal action against EFL

<ik Y

5

Exchange Policy, he alleged.

The vendors subsequently issued
legal notices to EFL, Debenhams'
nominated forwarder and their carri-
ers-including Maersk Line, Hapag-
Lloyd, GBX, BLFPL, TPL, and Sky
Ways Limited-seeking payment,

RMG sector

Zahangir Alam said.

After these notices, Maersk Line
and EFL engaged with the
Debenhams Vendors Community and
agreed to pay 70 per cent of the FOB
values for the goods transported by
Maersk Line.

Zahangir Alam, also the managing
director of Design and Seurce,
explained that local suppliers deliv-
ered garments worth US$70.48 mil-
lion to Debenhams prior to the retail-
er's bankruptcy, which was significant-
ly affected by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. :
Qut of the total amount, the ven-
dors received about US$60 million
over the past four years and the rest
about US$10 million still remain out-
standing, he added.

He noted that many of the 36 sup-
pliers, whose total export value
exceeds $5 billion annually, are small
and medium-sized enterprises and
they lack the financial resilience to
absorb these losses.

"As a result of multiple extensions
from Bangladesh Bank, all back-to-back
LCs have matured, and some authorised
dealer banks have resorted to forced
loans to pay suppliers,” he said.
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Why do RMG workers always get a raw deal?

INCE its inception, the ready-made gar-

ment (RMG) industry has gone tl::rough

many ups and downs over the last four
decades. Now the industry has reached a stage
where it can take pride in its achievements as the
world's second-largest garment supplier as well
as the main source of foreign income for
Bangladesh, While Saudi Arabia, Venezuela,
and Iran among others may take pride in their
petroleum exports, Bangladesh is up there with
RMG exports.

The apparel sector accounts for over 84 per
cent of the country’s total export earnings and
employs around four million workers directly and
many more millions indirectly. While the overall
economy of Bangladesh has significantly benefit-
ed from the growth of the RMG sector, resulting
in the emergence of a nouveau riche class, mil-
lions of workers who have contributed to the
mdumys success thmugh their hard wm-k,

"”"Tﬁeu- u-cr:amnna] outbumts of frustrauon for
drawing attention to meet their needs are mani-

tions of the growing unrest in the RMG
sector. | such as salary arrears, reluctance
to pay mandatory festival bonuses, non-imple-
mentation of labour laws etc., plague many of
the approximately SSUGRMGfanmsinthe

country. A research report published by the fori

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) shows that
Bangladeshi garment workers get the lowest
monthly wages compared to other garment-pro-
ducing countries like Cambodia, China, India,
Indonesia and Vietnam.

That is understandable in many respects to
keep prices down and to maintain international
competiveness, but, seemingly, it is always at the
expense of the garment workers - who get the
shmendofthemckandthatcmotbengh.

Of late, the International
(ILO) has identified five key issues troubling
Bangladesh's readymade garment (RMG) indus-
try, and recommended reforms. These include
amending the wage structure, labour law revi-
sions, and establishing mechanisms for dispute
resolution.

In 2023, during the latest minimum wage
negotiations, workers demanded Tk 25,000,
while owners proposed Tk 10,400. A comprehen-
sive cost-of-living study by the Bangladesh
Institute for Labour Studies (BILS) had shown
that workers need at least 23,000 taka to stay
abuwthepowtyhm. And yet, Tk 12,500 was
finalised as minimum wage and workers were
apparently forced to accept that through violence,

For the RMG industry to remain competitive

, on the global stage, ensuring workers' rights
is not just a matter of moral obligation and
@ justice but an economic necessity,

= writes Atiqul Kabir Tuhin

SRR

lawsuits, and even gunfire. Four workers lost their
lives, challenging the decision.

In 1994, the first wage board for Bangladesh
garment sector was established, setting the min-
imum wage at Tk 930 per month, After 30 years
and many substantial increases in the cost of
living, this has been increased to a mere Tk
12,500, while revenue from garment exports
surged from $223 million to aver $40 billion dur-
ing the same period,

Making profit is nothing bad and the industry
would not exist without t, but it seems to
lack fair play when considering the plight of the
workers. Repeated incidents of unrest and vio-
lence in RMG sector raise numerous guestions.
‘Why must workers continually risk their life and
limb to press their demand for the implementa-
tion of minimum wages? Why is it not automat-
ic, pcrhaps once yearly? Why does the demand
increase in pay and perks lead to severe conse-
quences in the industrial sector? Why are owners
permiited to suppress workers' demands by using
violent force? As the RMG industry keeps
Bangladesh afloat, why is not the government
doing more to protect all those involved? Why,
for example, are not the workers benefitting
through a profit-share scheme?

Workers have every legitimate reason to be
angry about the various injustices in wages and
working conditions. It is said there is no organisa-
tion or independent trade union through which
they can properly voice their concerns and griev-
ances. Workers, many of whom are illiterate, find
it extremely hard to express themselves and have
their grievances addressed.

Following the horrific Rana Plaza collapse in
2013, international pressure led to the relaxation
of the registration process to allow for the forma-
tion of trade unions in the garment industry. To
date, 1,300 trade unions have been registered in
this sector. A majority of these unions or commit-

tees are led by individuals loval to the owners or

an offshoot of the factory itself. Those who are
not loyal face various forms of harassment after
every movement. Most factory owners, under-
standably, are averse to the concept of unions,

because they fail to recognise that healthy union
activity is key to maintaining stable industrial
relations, On the other hand some of the unions
allegedly serve the interests of political parties
rather than those of the workers, further under-
mining the workers' ability to seek fair treatment.

Lack of an effective labour court system in
Bangladesh is another problem. The few labour
courts that exist are ill-equipped to provide justice
for workers. Institutional support for workers is
virtually non-existent, and without a proper
mechanism for addressing grievances, workers
are left with little recourse but to take to the
streets and risk life for their rights.

As the RMG industry is the mainstay of the
economy, the government must show a greater
interest and offer much better protection for the
workers. The government and industry leaders
must prioritise the establishment of a strong and
effective institutional framework for setting wages
and resolving disputes. Wage increases should be
predetermined and enforced over fixed periods to
prevent workers from resorting to protests. The
practice of wage arrears, fraud, and deceit must
be eradicated. ILO calls for amendments to the
Bangladesh Labour Act to align with internation-
al standards, expanding coverage to all workers
and simplifying trade union registration. In addi-
tion, the ILO urges the establishment of an alter-
native dispute-resolution institution and reform
of the labour court system.

For the RMG industry to remain competitive
on the global stage, ensuring workers' rights is not
;ustsmatmrnf mm‘alabhganonmdjusuce,but

cerns about human rights and environmental sus-
tainability. Consumers are forcing brands to
become maore selective, prioritising ethical supply
chains., While everyone seeks quality garments
cheap, they do not want to wear the guilt it was
made in a sweatshop. Therefore, the industry
must take proactive steps to improve workers'
wellbeing and safety, moving beyond merely ful-
filling basic obligations.

aktulin fexpress@gmail.com
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ILO predicts climate disaster
for Bangladesh

HE Asia-Pacific chapter of the "World Social Protection
Report 2024-26: Universal Social Protection for Climate
. Action and a Just Transition" released by the
& national Labour Organisation (ILO) on Monday last appar-
~ ently looks like a mix bag of socio-economic developments.
- Titled "The Regional Companion Report for Asia and the
- Pacific of the World", it can hardly make the peoples in the
~ region particularly optimistic about their future—much less the
~ people in Bansladcsh Of the ILO findings, two concern the
~ uniolding of a special grim picture. One is that 17 per cent of

~ this small country is likely to permanently go under water due to

- sea-level rise and 30 per cent of its agricultural land will be lost
in the process by 2050. Compared to the earlier expert predic-

tion of 25 per cent loss of coastal areas to the Bay of Bengal, this
lnn'islug_hutﬁ:tah_nd-scmmntmthisisgoingmpmvc

%S countries in the Asia-Pacific region are
er. In that task, it has focused on mitigation of
d impacts and the peoples’ adaptability to

c -':l- . LICH] == 11 ITC1d *
& tally is above the global average of 52.4
The climate-vulnerable | cent — in the region achieved in 2023, But
5 ’ uted across the region as well as in a coun-
the climate adaptability ugm:fnanﬁ:mlm. An idea m enor-
2 : mity problem can be from
ﬁmdpmmlsedbyﬂmndl the fact that 2.1 billion people in the
and industrialist nations | region 'remain unprotected against various

lifecycle and socio-economic risks'. In
Bangladesh, the problem of uneven distribution of social-bene-
fit funds is likely to be acuter.

Well, mitigation of adverse climate's impacts, resilience to and
adaptability with those can be achieved at a huge cost. For
example, a country of Bangladesh's size and resources, includ-
ing its limited scientific knowledge and technology, can hardly
have the capacity to deal with the mass displacement of people
from the inundated areas. Rehabilitation of the climate migrants
within its geographic boundary is an impossible praposition.
Social chaos and anarchy stare in the face of this nation unless
a reasonable arrangement can be made for its internal climate
refugees. This is a huge challenge and without international help
this cannot be met.

However, the country and the world have 25 years to take
any measures for coping with the climate catastrophe. The
ILO has made curative suggestions but the preventive meas-
ures which are a global responsibility to obviate the impact
of the planet's warming due to carbon emission are perhaps
more important in restoring the environmental health.
Countries which are on top of the list of climate vulnerabil-
ity with Bangladesh occupying the ninth slot from the sum-
mit certainly are the least polluters but worst victims. They
must be given the climate adaptability fund promised by the
rich and industrialist nations. It is no charity but the vulner-
able nations' right to claim compensation from those who

mate crisis.

ith two distinet parts has looked beyond the .
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BGB, BSF
step up patrol
in Padma
Suzon Ali - Rajshahi

FISHERMEN in Charghat
and Bagha upazilas in Ra-
jshahi district have been
passing their days in worry as
the Board Guard Bangladesh
and the Border Security Force
of India stepped up patrol in
the Padma River following
the recent arrests of four fish-
ermen from hoth sides.

On Wednesday, BSF per-
sonnel picked up two Bang-
ladeshi fishermen - Manik
Uddin Sheikh, 35, and Mo-
fazzal Hossain Sheikh, 40, of
Chak Muktarpur village un-
der Charghat upazila— while
they were fishing in the Pad-
ma River at a location near
Rajshahi Cadet College.

In the official Twitter han-
dle of the South Bengal fron-
tier, BSF claimed that they
had arrested the two Hang-
ladesh nationals for fishing
illegally approximately one
kilometer inside Indian ter-
ritory in the Padma.

According to BGB offi-
cials and Indian media re-

ports, the two Bangladesh
nationals were handed over
to Sagarpara police station of
West Bengal's Murshidabad
district and sent to jail for en-
tering India illegally.

On the same day, the mem-
bers of BGB detained two In-
dian nationals— Aynul Haque,
55, son of Abdur Rahim, and
Shoaib Nabi Sheikh, 40, son of
German Ali of Lalkup village
under police station
~ from the Padma River in the
afternoon for entering Bangla-

The Indian nationalists
were then handed over to

by B! . 1
are primarily responsible for the planet's unmitigating cli-— Fishermen and people bv-
| ¢ I
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BANGLADESH'S  export
earnings in the first quar-

ter (July-September) of the [HRa.
y-Septer ‘

year 2024-25 rose
by 5.04 per cent, desl;nts
production

- ings for the July-September
period of FY25 reached
$11.37 billion from the
$1D.lex1hnnmnadmﬂm
samspﬂnndufm

Exporters have termed
ﬂmgﬁwﬁiﬁsumunm]ia--

tic, arguing that the indus-
trial productions were sig-

nificantly impacted during |

this period by a combination
of factors, including a stu-
dent movement, imposition
of curfews and labour agita-
tion.

Previously, the Expart
Promotion Bureau pub-
lished export figures on a
monthly basis.

However, it halted such
pubhcatmns in June follow-
ing the surfacing of discrep-
ancies in export data.

Although the EPB has
suspended publicising ex-
port figures, it continues to
prepare statistics on actual
exports and provides the
data to the commeree min-

istry by compiling shipment

ort earnmgs increase

Bangladesh’s export eﬁ'

e e

' = FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2024,

sTy

Afile photo shaws workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory in Narayanganj. Bangadesh's export earnings in the first
quarter (July-September) of the financial year 2024-25 rose by 5.04 per cent, despite production disruptions in the industrial sector
amid a student movement, mrfews and labour unrests in the peripd.

information from the Na-
tional Board of Revenue.

According to the sources,
Bangladeshs ort earn-
ings Septmnher 2024
Erew by 6.78 per cent to
$3.51 billion year-on-year
compdred with those of
$3.29 billion in the same
month of 2023.

The h Bank-
published data showed that
the single month
earnings in July 2024 grew
by 2.9 per cent year-on-year

to $3.82 hillion compared
with those of $3.72 billion in
the same month of 2023..
The single month export
earnings data for August 24
was not available.
According to the latest
statistics ‘prepared by the
NBR, the country's aa.mings
from readymade garment
exports in the July-Septem-
ber period of FY25 increased
by 5.34 per cent to $9.29 bil-
lion compared with those
of $8.81 billion in the same

period of FY24. .

It also showed that export i

earnings from knitwear in
the first quarter of FY25 in-
creased by 5.72 per cent to
$5.22 billion compared with
those of $4.94 billion in the
same period of FY24.

- from woven gar-

ments in the July-September
period of FY25 rose by 4.85
per cent to $4.07 hillion

— New Age photo

agitation

first quarter of FY25, Mo-
hammad Hatem, p:enidam
of the Bangladesh Knitwear

compared with those of Manufacturers and Export-

$3.88 billion in the same pe-
riod of FY24.

ers Association, told N




IS pjer

DEOSH [
- ¥s = 38

RERNE R RS L)

31, W (0, 5F e (rfm) sfasm o, SwsTR gofie wfemme
mﬂﬂwﬁmﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬂmm ﬂ@fﬂiﬁt‘l‘?ﬁﬁlmswﬁsﬂmw

mmmﬁwwwl ,f, ‘ﬁvm :
) Wl‘ﬁﬁw

e e L mmw
N wws o B, Pow @om

. Tfwbren «Bvam i qore
L e i e & e BN
A TG IS 7 T
.:mm@n—rw 2, T
wwwmmcaratﬂasmmm_:m qreer wnl fifasred | sfe
ARG G T TN W I G| S ST (T S e @ W
FEEaE SRS T A AT G AT 5% AT A A W B o 2T A
] AF AT TG WA (T e ae R fan e AEgw T
mmmmmm cmwmm«m e

-

e weTE, muwmgﬂmmm
T U G O | :

. eiegH, ARy T, SR iR, TR

mmwnm@mmmm

ifiar e a1l w0y SElaES wite Faven 0 ! o |
mmmmmmmwmm!mm

(rifB=t BiiCAl TR | T (Rt SISO 2O SIS LW TG 2, S

aviftgers U5, RN ARG IR TRRTE W, T G Wi € e

M‘mmﬁwwmm)mmwmw
‘m e, QFReEER (e AR TR S 0 T
ﬂﬁ%mﬁ@m%mﬁuﬁ%m:m
mmmmmmm.mmm
W TF IO G ey Ay e € (Nree S =00 | '

A

R 2o (TS T e @GS
fefarores sedfee. =ffs Tomeoe
Wi aae e A o e
WRCE aewee Wgn | SEl mE-
TAE  TEEEE g 2
(AT TIFE EA| & WBAE
sz Sy 4R IS @ Doofieo
GAF WSS W WE I
s | TR IS S I S T
A S0A S ATAE TR T
T F0E

wwl T, o7 fer wered =i
S TTEIEE SRR @
dAfEwm  oEda TiimEn  (HRe
TGS AR WEDA Wy &
@ TR e e e
| T TR € SR
wffzert wftwaray DT 2uE T
A = s S e fie)
s W T o WA oY
i Y o S aeE
T W & ey WA T e
ufis whifl wstemas i
TERE TR (AT R
goEa 4w, Rl it =
7ty @) Wfvars (aweE e wE
w3 AqWE A TR &G
frts <R cmm PTEEE W,
s @0E T o SRS Y
® Mg AT geR (e wes
e R e e e
BomfiemE (Fomy 7)) S
R IEEE A, SRR
wfErysir TEgEla TRE 9 T
wRdl & e i e
e, frf s a0 9 @i
e wEE i0e T W
WMM%




;I;I.[?AY.OCTOB.I;‘_-R# 2024, |
‘unus for steps
to meet demands

of RMG workers
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THE ' chief athnsur Profes-
sor Muhammad Yunus, on
Thursday asked the ‘advi-
sory council and authori-
ties concerned to take 'steps
to address the demands of
the agitating apparel sector
workers,

He issued the directive at
a regular meeting of the ad-
visory council.

‘The workers are  stag-
ing demonstrations block-
ing roads.. the issue was
discussed in detailed at the—
meeting of advisory coun-

be able to complete their
jail terms in Bangladesh,' he
said.

The council also ap-
proved, in principal, the draft
of Agreement between the
Government of the Republic
of Maldives and the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic
of Bang]adesh on Transfer of

Shaﬂqu.l said that the
agreement would remain
effective for 10 years and
it could be repewed for 10
more years in case of approv-
al from both parties. Once
the agreement comes into
effect, the convicted nation-

cil,’ the chief adviser’s press AR R aapen Lotk

q'
% secretary Shafiqul Alam said be able to serve their convic-

at a press conference at the - vo it
Foreign Service Academy af- mainum 45 ek Seepaceiy
ter the meeting, The council also approved
Expressing hope that ef- 1,0 jraf) of ‘Agreement on the
fective steps will be taken in Transfer of Sentenced Prison-
this regard in the future, he ..o poruaen the Government

said that the issue of worker
of the People's Republic of
unrest would be resolved B s and the Govem-

quickly.

RMG sector workers have
been agitating for several
weeks demanding increase

ment of the State of Qatar’.
At the press conference,
the chief adviser's deputy
press secretary, Abul Kalam

mthequgeaaudutharfa Azad of
cilities in areas, 1.ncluc111'JLgl—7Mﬂ i) ot

Gazipur and Savar. two high commissioners and
The advisory council four ambassadors had been

also appmved the sjg:mng recalled to Bangladesh.

of extradition treaties with
Maldives and Qatar aiming
at bringing back Bangladeshi
nationals convicted in the
two countries, Shafiqul Alam
said.

The decision was taken at
the council’s meeting held at
the Chief Adviser's Office, he
said.

‘Once the extradilion trea-
ties are signed with Maldives
and Qatar, we will be able
to bring back Bangladesh
nationals sentenced in the

‘Basically (heir retirement
is under process. They will
go on post retirement leave
in December. They were re-
called as a part of the retire-
ment process,” he said.

The Ministry of Foreign
Allairs has asked high com-
missioners in New Delhi and
London and ambassadors to
the TN permanent missions
in the United Nations, Brus-
sols, Portugal and Canavera
to return to Dhaka.

two countries, and they will
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The Bty Star

Wage growth still below inflation

Unskilled workers’ wage grew 8.01% in Sépt when inflation was 9.92%

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Many low income and unskilled
workers in the agriculture, industrial
and service sectors ol Bangladesh are

INFLATION AND GROWTH OF WAGES
12- [N BANGLADESH

o B in 9%; source: ses

being forced to reduce consumption @ Inflation
as higher inflationary pressure is 10— @ Wage growth
eating away their real incomc. 9' A
According to the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS), inflation  § — gt
has outpaced wage growth in the
country for more than twoandahalf 7 -
years now. 6 -
The wages of low income |
and unskilled workers across 63  § — “ - I
employment categories grew by an 2022 2023 2024 until Sept

average of 8.01 percent in September
while the inflation ratc was 9.92
percent, shows the Wage Rate Index
of the BRS.

The situation was even worse in
August as the inflation rate stood
at 1049 percent, thereby excecding
wage growth by 253 percentage
trend that has been

continuing for the past 32 months.

The data also Indicates that
carning levels across all three of
the economic sectors registered
month-on month  growth  of
less than 1 percentage point in
September.

Wage growth im the industrial

'Q‘O

sector was 7.61 percent that month,
up by 0.07 percentage points from
August, while that of the agriculture
sector increased by 0.03 percentage
points o 8.28 percent.

Likewise, wage growth in the
service sector advanced by 0.05
percentage points to 8.29 percent.
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Labour leaders push
for realisation of
8-p01nt demand

Lahour leaders on Sunday ealled for
full implementation of the 18-point
demands outlined in a tripartite agree-
ment between the government, factory
owners, and labour rtpmsmtanvea to
restore normalcy in major industrial
belts.

They also demanded justice for the
death of a garment worker and
emphasized the need to ensure stabili-
ty in the industrial sector and uninter-
rupted production by ::hecking rumors
and conspiracies,

A group of 20 garment trade unions
placed the demands at a press confer-
ence held at Dhaka Reporters' Unity
in the city on Sunday.

Some factory owners are still sup-
pressing workers, not paying wages
and are instead terminating workers
and filing cases against them, said
Montu Ghesh, president of Garment
Workers Trade Union Center
(GWTUC), while reading out a writ-
ten statement.

As a result, workers who have been
deprived of their lawful benefits,
labour rights, and the right to unionise
have been compelled to protest and
place various demands at different fac-
tories, he noted.

On September 24, the interim gov-

SRE@A] W@

RN T T
B LORAT oI

» ey AT

ernment, factory owners, and labour
représentatives agreed to an 18-point
demand formulated based on
demands from agitating workers at
various factories, and factories
reopened accordingly from September
25,

But a number of factory owners
continued to terminate workers and
file cases instead of implementing the
18-point demands, Montu Ghosh
alleged.

The livelihoods of workers at sever-
al factories remain uncertain, as some
factories have yet to pay monthly
wages, while others have announced
indefinite closures in accordance with
labor law, he noted.

Besides, workers are allegedly being
tortured and shot by law enforcers,
jhut traders and goons hired by facto-
ry owners, leading to the death of a

worker, Kawsar Hossain Khan, while

several others were also injured, he
said.

He urged punitive measures against
those responsible for Kawsar's death,
including factory owners, and called
for proper compensation for the
deceased's family, as well as treatment
“and rehabilitation for the injured.

Mr Ghosh also

Demanding an end to workers' ter-

mination, Mr Ghosh ecalled for imme-
d:a:e payment of all dues to the work-

Labour leaders Amirul Haque
Amin, Babul Akhter, Touhidur
Rahman, Taslima Akter and Sadekur
Rahman Shamim, among others, were
present at the press conference.

Meantime, a total of 15 factories in
different industrial zones remained
closed or kept their production sus-
pended on the day over labour protests
as workers either did not work or left
their respective workplaces after join-
ing in the morning, according to
industry sources,

Out of the 15 factories, some 11
units are located in Ashulia, three in
Mirpur and one in Gazipur,

Two factories in Ashulia are closed
in line with labour law provision of 13
(1), while the rest announced holiday.

Workers at different industrial
zones mostly in Ashulia had been
protesting since August 29 over their
several demands, including an
increase in allowances of attendance,
tiffin and night bills, non-payment of
wages and dues and wage hike.

The labour situation, however,
improved since Thursday last, the
sources added.
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Stop exploitation

e ———————

of tea workers
and fix the industi

e

For n.learl}' seven weeks, more than 12,0003 ™ The (ea workers and their lone umion, _
workers in 12 tea gardens under the National gapoladesh Cha Sramik Union (BCSU), them are selling green tea leaves to other tea
Tea L(_:l_mgany Limited (NTC) have been lving ..o “irving 1o negotiate with the NTC gardens for processing as their own factories
o f;u&; aml 3;? dmrﬂns‘;]'lmw‘a% management. lalf-fed or with an empty are not running.
After th S on August IZ, o oo h these workers have been show Many tea garden owners argue that t
which is half lff the I?I’WMY payment. g their patience and working regularly in m are in [muhlgabecause the pll;;;:e of teaul]):ys
g:}:r:};en‘_l Was . "léed : < September 2‘;, pe. bope that the managemen will stay true to gone down while the production cost is
sa[}ne i ‘:)f]rt?tp?;hiinit:[perrﬂut mui’hd"mﬁ:_ m{m: its words and clear the full payment of their 1ising. Indeed, the government has a policy to

. R - R ¥ IBESE 456 wages and bonus before Durga Puja, the expand the tea-growing areas that contribute
;‘ri q‘;‘i”:‘uﬂge gfn T{f gc‘:;fffcrp;‘h IeSUNIDES | o et festival of Hindus in Bangladesh. 10 in;:ma'iing production.

' s b 3 "> However, NIC now faces many Of course, there are examples of good

mﬁ“’m have not. stopped \-and insurmountable challenges. According to companics that manage their gardens well,

I—Ioméf: a -mma top government official dealing with tea take good care of their workers within the
under pressure, the tea workers blocked Bardens, it has a debt of Tk 380 crore with existing framework, and make good profits.
consignments of made tea out of the garden the Bangladesh Krishi Bank. This year, One such company is Ispahani Tea Limited,
warehouses. After a negotiation with the € company requested for a loan of Tk which has four gardens. The best among them
management and relevant state agencies, 150 crore, but the bank sanctioned Tk 86 is Zareen, located in Moulvibazar. While
they allowed the release of two consignments Crore only, which got exhausted by July, the average production per acre is around
from Patrokhola Tea Estate in Moulvibazar’'s S3id a government official dealing with tea 1,600kg, its per acre production is 3,000kg,
Kamalganj upazila, the largest tea garden of gardens, on condition of anonymity. Per the and' the per acre production of all four
the NTC, and one consignment from each arrangement of loan repayment, brokers fngardens averages around 2,500kg, accarding
of the 11 other tea gardens on October 1. In auction houses transfer the bank’s share of to management. The price that the company
exchange, they were paid a week’s salary on sale proceeds directly to its account. The gets is good, Almost all houses in the labour
the same day, confirmed Shipon Chakraborty, owners get their shares. But the workers are lines at Zareen Tea Estate are pucca. The
panchayat president of Patrokhola. Now left with no other option but to block the condition of houses in other tea gardens of
the deal is, tea workers will release the next made tea consignments. Ispahani are also much better than in other
consignments from the warehouses when While NIC  gardens show  serious tea gardens. The tea workers get better deals
the NTC management clears dues and bonus anomalies -which is typical of staterun with other fringe benefits, the Ispahani
before Durga Puja. businesses—there are other private companies management claims.

What we sce in the NTC gardens is bad and proprictors in the industry that are also  Itisin the best interest of the tea industry
management. NTCisa public limited company plagued with mismanagement and corruption in Bangladesh, not to mention the tea workers,
formed in 1978 under the Companies Act, that put their workers in deep crisis. The 1hatchangeshap‘penforthcbener.'i'hajnmnm
1913. The state holds 51 percent of the shares, Imam and Bawani tea estates in Habiganj government, which has commitied itsell to
and 49 percent are traded in Dhaka and are a prime example here. The government reforms to end discrimination and inequality,
Chattogram stock markets for the gencral official disclosed that Imam tea garden was should consider giving immediate attention (o
public. OT its 12 tca gardens, seven are located compiletely shut down along with its factory in the tea industry that is in disarray as a whole.
in Moulvibazar, four in Habiganj, and one in (ctober last year after a prolonged crisis, The The tea workers, around 140,000 of them,
Svihet. responsibility for the management of Bawani and their community of around half a million

The NTC management, for which the ectate was vested on the deputy director of People have been facing severe discrimination
government is responsible, is polluted by jabour(DDL) in Sreemangal as a result, But the 0 generations, since the beginning of the
politics. The tea gardens, taken over by the pDI has been having a hard time managing ndustry during British colonial times.
government after independence, are located the estate. And tea workers of these two  First of all, the tea industry, specifically
in a good topographic zone, vet they perform gardens are also suffering. the rea gardens, need proper mapping.
very poorly. According to a news reporl,  Apgther example of bad tea garden Good gardens and bad gardens need (o be
between July and Dalcember of 2023, the management is Fultala Tea Garden m}gmtjﬁls:} !:Ind the reasons must hctle explained
company posted a net loss of Tk 26.66 crore. e e r chalking out recommendations (o
The company's lousy tea garden management ﬁmﬁa{;iiﬂ ;apffjifhi?ﬁgf gi;?{gg bring the necessary changes so that none
is manifested in the look of its gardens: tea oy o0 12 “eeks as 2 gowrnment official of the tea gardens are beyond scrutiny for
plantsafes g and without enough shade fDld me. The mw-'n(':r lives in London and has mismanagement, corruption, and financial
trees, among other things. The company's o [eai st dhe: dibtens: thdush it ‘misappropriation. All parties involved with
troubles have gotten worse since the sudden Eim pni'i-u et oo s -- --!%- the tea industry must come under scrutiny
political change on August 5, following which 1 = * 0 wf(;n %?km;‘gnﬁ;frk ause of 5,4 he made accountable.
the chairman of the company's board of me e ':I“ ank Joan of Tk 50 crore, — gecond, clear attempts must be made 1o
directors, Sheikh Kabir Hossain, reportedly ﬁe_ mi ldig:l:'lqm eep trouble, the government g re the well-being of rea workers, who
ia relative of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh e The offi medfu b are deprived of equal treatment and dignity
Hasina, has disappearcd and the board has official further revealed that 79 tea .o uitizens of Bangladesh. To begin with, a
+almost collapsed. ﬁmd s "é wJ_l‘tf!E shape. These gardens 5, and respectable wage structure must be
/ ! Fx uf:e p;ﬂv;dm? F":un de{’;’l'-'f?e .mmg?&ug;gsuﬁ_ﬁxcd for the tea workers. The former prime

<8 g it hon minister fixed their daily cash wage at Tk 170
power lines have been cut off in a number of i, August 2022, which is certainly not fair
the gardens for not paying the bills, Many of - ; : :
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workplace for women

TUESDAY OCTOBER 8, 2024 (S T—
ASHWIN 23, 1431 BS educational  curriculum,

she said. Q
The Baﬂu Star Dr Sayed Rubayet,

country director at IPAS
Bangladesh, stressed that
ensuring workplace safety
requires robust protocols
and a serious focus on
safety policies.

“If hall the population
continues o endure-

Speakers tell roundtable

ST&FF CORRI:‘.‘:H)NDI:.NT
Safe secure, and suppumw workmg
environments are urgently required for
all, particularly women and gender-diverse
populations in Bangladesh, stressed
speakers at a roundtable yesterday.

They called forgender equity, harassment-
free workplaces, and the implementation of
gender-inchusive policies.

Participants also urged authorities to
enforce the 2009 High Court guidelines
on sexual harassment and to create a
separate law to address harassment within
institutions.

They stressed that robust legal
frameworks are essential for accountability
and fostering a culture of respect and
safety in the workplace.

The roundtable, titled “Building Safe
and Supportive Work Environment,” was
jointly organised by Bangladesh Youth
Leadership Centre and The Daily Star,
in association with the BRAC James P
Grant School of Public Health and Rutgers
International, at the Daily Star Centre.

Dr Sanzida Akhter, professor ol Dhaka
University’s Department of Women
and Gender Studies, highlighted the
importance of considering both online
spaces and informal sector workplaces in

discussions about safety.

She noted that safety should not
be limited to physical environments.
Drawing on her experience working
with RMG workers, she emphasised the
need to consider the entire journey from
home to the workplace, mentioning that
many individuals leave their jobs due to
harassment during their commute.

What we seek is a safe and
where employees can work,

explore their potential, and
contribute to society.

SANZIDA AKHTER

Professor of Department of

Women and Gender Studies at DU

“What we seek is a safe and supportive
environment where employees can work,
explore their potenrial, and contribute Lo
society,” she added.

Dr Akhter pointed oul that social norms
are learnt from various sources but often
conflict with workplace expectations.
'We need more (raining starting from the

daily humiliation, we risk

before they are Teady,
which constitutes violence,
he added.

Tahsinah Ahmed,
executive director

BYLC, emphasised hthﬂt
hamssmentbegmsat ome
~move toward the workplace.
She highlighted the
psychosacial pressure
women face across all socio-
‘economic backgrounds.
MA Akher, director of
the Department of Youth

Development, pointed ot

because they are married off
“Saver, Sernur urector ard

CEO at Friendship Colour
of Chars, were among the
speakers at the event, which
was moderated by Tanjim
Ferdous, in-charge of NGO
and Foreign Missions art
The Daily Star.
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BGMEA for interest- free loan

to clear the payment of the
workers' wages and allow-
ances

The labour unrest. on-

going since August 29,
on Munday ta shut at lﬁnst
garment faclories in
Aﬁhnha,&mpuraadnhakn
city, industry owners said.

Of these [actories, seven
units are located in Ashulia,
one in Mirpur and one in
Gazipur,

Workers from the Radial
International Limited gar-
ment factory blocked the
Chandra-Nabinagar road
stretch in Gazipur on Monday
afternoon, pressing for de-
mands, including an increase
in the attendance bonus.

The demonstration halt-
ed the traffic on both sides of
the road, causing sufferings
to the passengers and other
road users.

The Industrial Police said
the workers at the factory
began their demonstrations
early last week prompling

the: factory authorities to
assure them that their de-
mands would be met.

Bul as their pledges were
not fulfilled, the workers be-
gan their protests again ini-
tially in front of the factory
about 1:00pm, and at one
point, they blocked the road.

They withdrew their
blockade at around 5:00pm
upon the request of law en-
forcement agencies.

On the other hand, work-
ers at Akij Food and Bever-
age Limiled protested in
Dhamrai upazila pressing
for nine-point demand, in-
cluding a wage increase and
weekend leave.

The workers began their
protests in front of the fac-
tory and blocked the Dhaka-
Aricha highway for about
half an hour, slarling at
B:00am.

abour unrest goes on

Their nine-point demand
includes a monthly wage
of Tk 15,000, a festival al-
lowance equwalent to half
a month's wage, permanent
employment based on Iget
formance, company divi-
dends, night allowances,
compensations from  the
company for any worker
harmed on the premises,
and weekly day off.

Ashulia Industrial Police
superintendent Mohammad
Sarowar Alam told New Age
that the daily basis workers
of Akij Foods staged demon-
stration in fronl of the fac-
tary.
He also said that seven
readvmade garment facto-
ries remained closed or sus-
pended production on the
day in Ashulia over workers'
protests as they either did
not work or left the factories

after joining in the morning.

Amid’ the unrest, BG-
MEA president Khandoker
Rafiqul Islam on Sunday in
a letter lo finance adviser
Salehuddin  Ahmed  said
that 39 companies had been
experiencing severe finan-
cial difficulties as labour
unrest cansed suspension of
production in their factories
for 20 days.

Despite uction halt-
ed, a tolal of 56,351 workers,
in these 39 factories would
have to be paid Tk 58.62
crore in wages and allow-
ances for the month of Sep-
tember, the letter read.

‘Currently. the changing
political landscape in the
country, following the mass
uprising of students, has
prompted foreign competi-
tursandsumasalf interested




TUESDAY,

Rashad Ahamad

A NUMBER of readvmade
garment units in Ashulia,
Savar and Gazipur have
terminated many of their
workers amid angoing la-
bour unrest in the Dhaka
and Gazipur industrial belts,
demanding increased wages
and allowances.

Trade union activists said
that at least 20 factories fired
at least 2,000 workers in the
past 15 days under the 2006
Bangladesh labour act’s dif-
ferent sections as mentioned
in the termination nobices,
while several other [actories
sacked workers without any
notices.

Workers and wilnesses
said that among the fac-
tories SM Knitwear Lid at
Jovdevpur in Gazipur on
Sunday terminated 205
workers under Section 26 of
the Bangladesh Labour Act
2006.

The notice hung in front

of the factory gate stated
that the workers geiting to-
gether were creating unrest
in the factory, misbehaved
‘with and assaulted the fac-
tory officials, and threatened
obstructed other workers to
join duty.

The Seclion 26 allows an
employer to terminate both
permanent and temporary
workers employed, either
based on menthly wages or
other types ol wages, with
prior notice or without no-
tice, under certain condis
tions and clearing all their
dues, including wages, prov-
|ident funds, gratuity and
| compensations,

Bangladesh Garment and
Sweater Warkers Trade Un-
ion Centre law alfairs secre-

Ita.r}' KM Mintu alleged that
ithe factories were conduct-
ling a targeted termination
| of workers who voiced their
(rights.

Ekota Garment Workers
ll'?edﬂratton general secretary
“Kamrul Hasan condemned

RMG factorles

fire workers
amid unrest

identifying of the terminated
workers publicly.

Tactory  authorities can-
not blame workers and hang
their list with picture. It is
one kind of humiliation and
vialation of then' rights," he
said.

Executive . Hi-Fashions
Limited owned by Meghna
Group In Gazipur Sadar,
declared indefinitely - shut
under the Seclion 13(1) of
the labour act since Septem-
ber 17, also terminated 125
waorkers  [ollowing  labour
unrest in the factory.

The workers of Fashion It
Company Lid on Saturday
morning saw the termina-
tion notice for 63 workers,
while the factory also de-

clared an indefinite shut:

down from Sunday.

The nolice hung in front
of the factory gate stated that
following unrest in the in-
dustrial belt, the unit was to
close for security reason un-
til the next announcement.

Ashulia’s Newage Appar- afer

els Ltd terminated 350 work-
ers, Ananta Apparels Lid
147, Donglian Fashion Bd
Ltd 80, Envoy Group more
than 70, and Dip Apparels
Ltd 57, citing different sec-
tions of the labour act, fac-
tory insiders confirmed.

Workers and trade un-
ion leaders also alleged that
Pearl Garments Company
Ltd terminated 75, Shin
Shin Apparels Ltd termi-
naied 81, The Rose Dresses
Ltd 44, Skyline Apparels Ltd
99, Tusuka Fashions Lid over
100 workers, Handa (Dhaka)
Textile Co over 80, among
others.

Ashulia's Envoy Group,
Dekko Garments Lid, Palmal
Group's.Ayesha Clothing Co
Ltd, and Tex Town Ltd also
terminated their workers,
the number of which could
not be confirmed, they said.

New Age, however, could

not independently verify
each of the cases.
Continued on page 2 Col. 5
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Address unrest in RMG
sector urgently

FE REPORT

Tapan Chowdhury, former advisor
to the caretaker government and CEQ
of Square Group, has emphasised on

the urgent need for ensuring stability ==

in Bangladesh's readymade garment
sector as escalating unrest is dnving
away international buyers.

Speaking at a dialogue organised by
the Economic Reporters Forum
(ERF) on Wednesday, he said that
ensuring a stable environment is
imperative to safeguarding the indus-
try and maintaining investor confi-
dence. .

The event, held at the ERF auditori-

um, was chaired by ERF President |
Refayet Ullah Mirdha and conducted

by the organisation's
Secretary Abul Kashem.

Mr Chowdhury expressed concern °
that the ongoing labour unrest that has
been persisting for nearly a month in
- the key apparel manufacturing hubs is
prompting many foreign buyers to
redirect their orders to other markers,
notably Sri Lanka.

He noted that many of these buyers
had previously relocated their orders
from Sri Lanka to Bangladesh due to
political instability there. However, the
resurgence of similar issues in
Bangladesh has led them to reverse
their decision.

"Our company has also lost a signif-
icant number of work orders from
major global brands, which are now
sourcing from other countries to avoid
the uncertainty here," he stated.

He added that the return of these
brands is contingent upon the restora-
tion of stability and a favorable busi-
ness environment.

"The government must ensure sta-
bility in the sector through dialogue
and effective management, as the con-
sequences of a prolonged crisis could
be devastating for the economy," Mr
Chowdhury cautioned.

He emphasised that external forces.
could be influencing the unrest,
which, combined with the sector's fre-

General

Tapan Chowdhury

quent use as a political toal, is exacer-
bating the situation.

He warned that such instability
could jeopardise the livelihoods of the
approximately 4.5 million workers
directly employed in the industry, the
majority of them are women, and

‘undermine one of the country’s most

vital economic pillars.

Despite the challenging circum-
stances, Mr Chowdhury acknowl-
edged some improvement in the law-
and-order situaton in recent months
and expressed optimism that the ongo-
ing efforts by the interim government
would restore stability,

He cited recent government inter-
ventions that have started to rebuild
confidence, and he remains hopeful
that the sector will recover its compet-
itive edge.

On broader industrial challenges,
Mr Chowdhury cautioned that
Bangladesh's transition from Least
Developed Country (LDC) status to a
developing nation could present addi-

i hurdles if not managed careful-

.He urged the government to advo-

cate for an extension of LDC trade.

benefits to mitigate the impact of los-
ing preferential access to key markets,
which could have severe implications
for the apparel industry and other
export sectors,

The CEQ of Square Group also dis-
cussed the company's strategic plans,
saying that while Square is consider-
ing listing more of its subsidiaries on
the stock market, it is proceeding cau-
tiously due to the complexities of
managing ‘multiple publicly traded
entities.

Regarding the pharmaceutical sec-
tor, Mr Chowdhury pointed to delays
in setting up production units in the
Active Pharmaceuticals Ingredients

Park due to the absence of ade-
"ﬂua’tc utility connections, particularly

Bas.

Mr Chowdhury, also the Managing
Director of Square Pharmaceuticals,
shared his perspective on drug pricing,
underscoring the stringent regulatory
oversight involved in serting prices,
especially for oncology medications,
which remain high due to the cost of
imported APIs.

Touching on governance and cor-
ruption, Mr Chowdhury expressed
support for government actions
against unscrupulous business prac-
tices.

He noted that tackling cotruption
and fostering transparency would be
instrumental in creating a conducive
environment for sustainable industrial
growth.

In a broader commentary on the
political landscape, he called on polit-
ical leaders to demonstrate responsible
conduct, warning that power is tran-
sient- and must be exercised in the
nation's best interest,

He concluded by expressing hope
that the interim government, with ifs
focus on reform and positive change,
would be able to navigate these chal-
lenges successfully and restore the
confidence of international stakehold-
ers in Bangladesh's industrial poten-

tial.
bdsmile(@gmail.com
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Govt plans pension for
RMG workers: Asif

Labour and Employment Adviser
Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan on
Wednesday said the government
planned to initiate pension scheme for
readymade (RMG) workers to ensure
their financial security after retire-
ment, reports UNB.

He said this while inaugurating the
sales programme of essentials under

ing  Corporation of
Bang!adesh ) at reasonable prices
on the premises of a garment factory
in Tongi.

"I have a dream to introduce the
pension scheme for RMG workers
under Social Safety Programme so
that they can lead a bit relaxed life
after the retirement. We will be able to
do so in cooperation with all stake-
holders,” he said.

Remembering role of the workers in

the recent mass upsurge, he said the
working people should be the first ben-
eficiaries of the freedom achieved
through bloodshed.

The unrest in the RMG sector,
fuelled by vested quarters, was allevi-
ated after the announcement of the
18-point joint statement by the owners
and labours, he said.

As per the statement, the sales of
the TCB products at reasonable price
started and it will be expanded, the
adviser said.

Labour and  Employment
Secretary AHM Safikuzzaman,
Commerce Secretary Md Selim
Uddin, TCB Chairman Brig Gen
Md Mostafa Igbal, BGMEA
President Khandakar Rafiqul Islam,
among others, were present on the
occasion.
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37pc audits in RM

G factories

identify critical violations
in working hours and wages

About 37 per cent of audits con-
ducted in Bangladeshi readymade gar-
ment factories during the period of
January to September 2024 revealed
critical violations related to working
hours and wages.

More than half of all critical non-
compliances in Bangladeshi factories
during this period were related to
working hours and wages, compared
to about one-third globally, according
to a recent report.

"From January to September 2024,
critical violations related to working
hours and wages were found in 37 per
cent of audited factories in
Bangladesh, mare than double the rate
of 2023," according to QIMA report.

QIMA is currently operating in
more than 100 countries offering sup-
plier audit, laboratory testing and
product-inspection services in Asia,
Africa, Australia, Europe and North
America and South America.

According to the report, the global
incidence of such critical violations
identified during factory audits was 16
per cent while the rate was 20 per cent
and 11 per cent in China and Vietnam
respectively. :

The rate was 9.0 per cent and 17 per
cent in Bangladesh in 2022 and 2023,
according to QIMA report.

Citing its previous reports, QIMA
said compliance with working hours

QIMA REPOR

and wages has long been a pressing
issue in global supply chains and the
latest audit findings echo trade union
concerns, suggesting that worker com-
pensation issues in Bangladesh are
‘endemic and pervasive'.

More than a decade after the Rana
Plaza tragedy, Bangladesh is no longer
synonymous with deadly working
conditions, it said, adding a year-long
surge in protests by garment workers
has highlighted ongoing issues with
working hours, pay, and freedom of
association in the Bangladeshi RMG
sector.

The report, however, said despite
these challenges, a recent agreement
reached between the industry players
and worker representatives in late
September offers a2 glimmer of hope
for improvement in Bangladesh's gar-
ment industry.

Bangladesh's textile and apparel
sector has struggled throughout 2024,
it said, adding with dozens of factories
shutting down due to labour unrest,
global brands and retailers have had to
turn elsewhere to stock up for the hol-
iday season.

QIMA data shows that demand for
textile and apparel inspections in
Bangladesh in Q3 of '24 only grew by
3.0 per cent YoY, at the same time as
demand for the same services in

China, India, Indonesia and Vietnam
has spiked.

The inspections demand by global
buyer in the third quarter of 2024
increased by 25 per cent in China, 49
per cent in Vietmam, 30 per cent in
Indonesia while 65 per cent in India
respectively, according to QIMA.

- When asked for comments, Nazma
Akter, president of the Sammilito
Garment Sramik Federation, partly
disagreed with the findings, saying
that the report did not provide clear
details about the violations and also
failed to mention the number of facto-
ries involved.

She, however, said that there are
issues related to timely monthly wage
payments, which she believes are not
much high. The latest wage structure
has not been fully implemented m all
factories, leading to wage issues across
different grades, she added.

She also noted that the latest labour
unrest in major industrial belts was the
outburst of long political suppres-
sions, including absence of freedom of
expression.

She called on the stakeholders,
including global buyers, to support the
industry by continuing to source from
Bangladesh to help sustain the coun-
try's economy and employment,

munni_fei@yahoo.com
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The problem of jobless growth

World Bank's latest contentions as
advanced in its Bangladesh Development
Update will leave economists much to pon-

der upon. How the stellar progress of the econo-
my in terms of GDP growth was accomplished
without a corresponding increase in urban jobs,
and where informal jobs accounted for about
84.9 per cent of the total demand thorough analy-
sis. The updaie that brings together a pamut of
issues together is an important policy document
as an indicator of past performance and possible
outcomes where inflation, external pressures,
financial vulnerabilities and political instability
all play a part.

The latest Bangladesh Development Update
unveiled last week by the WB points out certain
basic weaknesses of the economy. The country's
GDP growth rate has been revised down to 4.0
per cent in FY2025 and projected to rebound in
the next fiscal. Sadly, what had often been touted
as a revolurion in industrial growth in the country
over the past decade or so is not backed up by
data. There is clear indication that the country's
Gini index (that measures income inequality)
grew by (.03 points and unless a more robust sus-
tainable growth path is adopted by policymakers,
there will be serious problems with job creation.
QOver the past many years, huge numbers of edu-
cated (and uneducated youth) have not found any
meaningful employment in the economy.
Segregated data suggest that educated women
found it even harder to find employment com-
pared to their male counterparts,

The issue of youth unemployment, particularly
in urban areas over the 2016 to 2022 period can no-
longer be ignored, With stagnation of investment in
industry, job creation in large industries has fallen
dangerously low resulting in such high urban unem-
ployment for the educated youth in major divisions
like Chattogram, Rajshahi and Sylhet with Dhaka
being the only exception. So, what is to be done?
The WB country director believes that improving
the business environment and financial governance
helped by bold reforms can reverse the tide and

i

ey wifsrawe >

What is needed now is a complete overhaul
of the education system. The continuous
experimentation with education has not
MY worked and policymakers need to reorient
~ the whole idea of tertiary education with a

skill-based approach, argues Syed Mansur Hashim

usher in millions of;obsfortheycmhbccausclf
these nagging issues were dealt with proactively,
then 1twouidspurmvutmmtx—boﬁdumcsbcmd
foreign, Without investments in the industrial sector
and sound fiscal policies, the issue of youth unem-
ployment simply cannot be addressed.

To be more precise, the country is facing seri-
ous roadblocks in the areas of education, training
and skill development. The education system is
producing young people with degrees that are
either out of date or lacking in skills demanded
by industry or other productive sectors of the
economy. While there have been fast paced eco-
nomic growth, which has primarily been pro-
pelled by the readymade apparels (RMG) sector
requiring primarily low-skill jobs and helped
financially by inward remittance, little has been
done to improve the of curriculum or
vocational training of the youth, "The structural
transformation from agriculture to manufactur-
ing and services that had been sustained since
2000 has slowed down in recent years as excess
labor has been absorbed in the agriculture sector.
As a rcsult, from 2016 to 2022 most new jobs
were in the low-wage, low-productivity agricul-
ture sector and by contrast new urban employ-
ment growth declined.” When the manufacturing
sector saw annual growth by 9.1 per cent as
aglinsl: a 9,6 per cent decline in jobs, it indicates
a serious mismatch. Real wages across all sectors
also declined. Add to this the gender disparity in
the labor market. With the domestic labour mar-
ket shrinking, emigration has been a critical
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source of employment for the young people.

The problem is that the economy is dominated
by small firms which face significant obstacles to
growth. The informal sector that employs nearly ¢
out of 10 people is hamstrung by low productivity.
Large-scale employment (for educated youth)
comes from large industry and as experience has
shown in other countries, foreign direct investment
(FDI) plays a big role here. Unfortunately, FDI has

not been forthcoming primarily due to a cl:.a]leng-
ing business environment. Corruption is a major
discouraging factor. The WB update reveals that
the "share of tertiary-educated youth among who
are unemployed has increased to 27.80 per cent, as
many struggle to find jobs that align with their
skills and educational qualifications.”

Hence what is needed now is a complete over-
haul of the education system. The continuous
experimentation with education has not worked
and policymakers need to reorient the whole idea
of tertiary education with a skill-based approach.
The country needs skilled workers for both
domestic employment and employment abroad.
Courses and subjects offered for higher education
need to be very selective. A curtailed curriculum
offering fewer but contemporary subjects would
release a lot of financial resources that could be
devoted to improving technical education. Let
there be no misconceptions here. Without a
knowledge-based education system that prioritis-
es quality over quantity, there is little possibility
of addressing the youth unemployment issue.

mansur.thefinancialexpress@grnail.com
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RMG work orders

returning as labour
unrest subsides

........

After more than a month of disruption due
to the pelitical changeover and subsequent
labour unrest in major industrial belts,
international apparel retailers and brands are
returning to Bangladesh with work orders for
upcoming scasons.

Local garment suppliers said more Western

retailers and brands are now visiting the

factories and inquiring about production as
normaley has returned to the sector.

They said Western buyers are placing orders
for the next autumn and winter seasons.

“1 haven't noticed any major challenges in
the inflow of work orders for the upcoming
seasons,” said Kutubuddin Ahmed, chairman
of Envoy Legacy. “They haven't shifted orders
away from here."

However, many factorics are facing
increased costs for having (0 make air
shipments due to production delays caused
by the unrest, Ahmed added.

He said a stable production environment is
crucial for both suppliers and retailers.

During the unrest in September and early
October, apparel factories in major industrial
hubs were shuttered. Consequently, some
summer orders have already been relocated
to Bangladesh's rivals,

On top of the lost production and missed
work orders for small and medium-sized
factories, Ahmed said manufacturers are
struggling as some banks are unable to
open letters of credit (LCs) due (o0 a liquidity
crisis, US dollar shortage and reduced loan
repayvment capability of their clients,

Requesting anonymity, a major European
buyer said their company did not shift any
work orders out of Bangladesh due to the
unrest.

“Production facilities are improving but
unceriainty remains and our headquarters

Although buyers do not plan to reduce
order guantities, overall volumes may not

@ Factories faced labour unrest for
over a month in September and
October

© The unrest causéd nearly
$4Dﬂm worth of production loss -

.......................................

 Most affected factories arein
Ash_u!ia, Zirani and Zirabo areas

GOOD NEWS

3 Retailers are coming back
with the restoration of

........................................

© Most of the big retailers did
not shift work orders from
Bangladesh but are cautious

reach previous levels as any unrest has some
negative consequences, he added.

“I have been meeting with buyers to assure
them that normalcy has returned w Lthe
industrial zones and laclories have resumed
production,” said Kalpan Hossain, managing
director of Dekko Legacy Group.

Hossain’s factories were shut down for 23
days in September and five days in October.
This translated into a daily production loss of
80,000 pieces of trousers and jackets, valued
at $4.8 lakh. ;

“Buyers want stability as they also need to
ensure timely shipment of goods and profit,”
he said. f

If a stable business and political
m\unnmenl continues, it is expected that

Persistentgas . :  LCopening is
shortage is affecting : challenging duetoa
production in mills dollar shortage

orders so far,” said Sharif Zahir, managing
director of Ananta Group.

Zahir said he is hopeful that the upcoming
seasons will be good as buyers are placing
a significant number of orders now that
normalcy has been restored.

The labour unrest was largely centred
at manufacturing hubs around Dhaka. As
a result, production at garment factories
located in other areas was quite unscathed.

“I have work orders for the next seasons
as the environment was relatively peaceful
in Chattogram compared (o0 other
industrial zones in Dhaka,” said Vidiva
Amrit Khan, deputy managing director of

Desh Group.
To sustain ' confidence, she said

mllhmm maintaining stability and a normal business

Ilmsam added.
“None of my buyers have shifted work

enﬂmnmem are very important.

mmm
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RMG work orders returning

FROM PAGE BI
Requesting anonymity, a garment
manufacturer from Rupganj upazila in

Narayanganj said buyers are demanding

discounts for their products due 1o
shipment delays.

Apart from political stability and
tight competitiveness, there are other
challenges at the home front facing
apparel manufacturers and textile
millers. These include consistent gas
and power supplies.

Khorshed Alam, chairman of
Little Group, said his yarn production
has declined 50 percent due to gas
shortages and load-shedding,

His Ashulia based mill usuoally
produces 24,000 pounds of yarn
daily, but is now slumping to 12,000
pounds.

According to Alam, while the
demand for yarn is increasing with

the resurgence of garment work
orders, inadequate gas supply
remains a major obstacle.

Kyaw Sein Thay Dolly, managing
director of Cloths R Us, said the
labour unrest particularly hurt small
and medium enterprises. .

“Now both we and the buyers want
to be optimistic,” she said.
Khandoker Rafiqul Islam,

president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association (BGMEA), said the

cunrest impacted autumn garment

production.

He said the BGMEA will hold a
meeting with representatives of
international retailers and brands
next week to reassure them of the
restored business environment and
the association's commitment to
meeting deadlines,
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Labour unrest inflicts $400m
loss on main export industry

Sector now stable after a challenging period: BGMEA

Bangladesh's export-earning apparel industry
suffered production loss worth US$400 million
for labour unrest for over a month since end of

August, on the cusp of a regime change.
: y Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) came up
Saturday with the claim of cost of industrial
action and sought preventive actions against
any recurrence of violence so they can make a
rebound. '
The association said the apparel industry
was now stable after a challenging period and
called on the government to take necessary
measures to ensure law and order in the sector

to help them sustain trade competitiveness and

drive further growth.

. "The BGMEA board has been able to deal
with a disastrous situation with the codpera-
tion from the government, owners, workers,
Bangladesh Army and law-enforcing agencies,"
association president Khandoker Rafiqul [slam
told journalists.

"Some of the buyers have shifted work
‘orders from Bangladesh to other competitive
countries for the unrest. We are expecting that
they (buyers) will come back here as normaley
fis restored in the sector,” Mr Islam said at a

press conference held at the trade body's head-
quarters in Uttara in the city.

The BGMEA president, however, also claims
that the clothing industry has faced a production
loss of US$400 million due to the recent labour
unrest starting from the end of August
and having continued more than a
month until the first week of October.

Some 39 affected factories were
unable to pay wages for September

e o

LR

because of the labour unrest, leading the

BGMEA to request interest-free bank loans on
easy terms from the government to support them,

Cmtlmu:l_ﬁ'nmm1eul5

The apparel apex body urges the govern-
ment 10 maintain a stable law- and-order
situation in the sector and also calls for sim-
plification and acceleration of customs and
port procedures, particularly to avoid
unnecessary delays in loading and unload-
ing goods at Chattogram seaport. "It's a
recurrent 1ssue.”

The association leader also requested the
government not to disconnect utility servic-
es such as gas and electricity for next three
months in any industry, saying that many
factories have been affected by the labour
unrest.

Expressing concerns over ongoing bank-
ing-sector reforms, he urged the govern-
ment to ensure that these changes should
not negatively impact production and com-

Mr Islam proposed the formation of a
dedicated taskforce, including representa-
tives from the National Board of Revenue
and Bangladesh Bank, o develop business-
friendly policies in line with the sector's
needs.

The trade body also made an urgent

Labour unrest inflicts $400m

appeal for gas supply through cylinders
from CNG stations to be permitted,
enabling factories to maintain normal pro-
duction amid the current energy shortages.

It also calls for stronger measures to
develop an external-interference- free dis-
posal system of jhut and ather recyclable
waste materials to help in enabling factories
to manage waste disposal efficiently and

The BGMEA further demands of the
government not to reduce the cash-incen-
tive rate for the RMG sector following LDC
graduation set for 2026,

In response to the significant toll the
industry has suffered from prolonged
labour unrest, the association seeks strin-
gent measures against those undermining
the sector, underscoring the necessity  of
strict laws and appropriate punishments to
prevent future disruptions,

"The government should introduce a
safe-exit policy for entrepreneurs in the
RMG sector," the BGMEA chief said,
adding that a significant number of facto-
ries have been struggling to sustain their
business in the wake of various adversities.

munni_fo@vahoo.com
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MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI AND JASHIM UDDIN

As the conflict between Hamas and Israel
escalates, concerns are growing among
thousands of migrant workers, particularly
in Lebanon and Jordan, about job security
in an increasingly unstable environment
Since, the war began in October last
year, tensions have spread to Iran and

crisis could impact labour

flict continues to escalate, it could se-
verely impact Bangladesh’s economy, as
around 6 million Bangladeshi workers are
employed in the Middle East. 3

The ongoing crisis not only threatens
remittances, a vital source of income for
many families, but could also impact the
ready-made garment (RMG) sector and
the energy sector, they said.

Fear and uncertainty loom over remit-
tance earners and stakeholders, particu-

Lebanon. Experts caution that if the con-  larly in Leban

“where the Bangladesh embassy has

begun evacuating workers wishing
to return home.

Lebanon is currently home to
around 1 lakh Bangladeshi workers,
according to an unofficial estimate.

At least 15,000 Bangladeshis have
become jobless in Southern Leba-
non and shifted to capital city Beirut
since the Israeli attack started in late
September this year, according to
migrants in Lebanon. i

Among them, around 1,800 have
registered under the Bangladesh

-embassy in Beirut to return home till
Thursday. The first batch of 47 mi-
grants (54 including their children)
will leave the country today and reach
Dhaka tomorrow under the arrange-
ment of the Bangladesh embassy.

Jordan, which borders both the
West Bank and Israel, also hosts over
1 lakh Bangladeshi workers, primar-
ily skilled female garment employ-
ees. The potential for the conflict to
spill into Jordan is raising alarms, es-
pecially given the country’s already
significant refugee population.

Labour recruiters said worsening
conditions surrounding the Israel-
Palestine conflict will have a rip-
ple effect across the entire region,
particularly impacting the six Gulf
States: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar,
Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain,

Last fiscal year, these states gen-

.— erated $11.78 billion in remittances,

accounting for over 49% of Bangla-
Qo desh’s total remittance income, ac-
cording to Bangladesh Bank data.

| e ORI
M Humayun Kabir, former diplo-

mat and president of the Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute, told The Busi-

. ness Standard that there is a grow-

ing risk of instability in the entire
Middle East labour market and the
government must take the situation
seriously. i

He said the ongoing war also pos- |
es an energy risk for Bangladesh, as
the country sources the majority of
its fuel from this region.

“0il tankers are at increased risk
of being targeted, which will drive
up transportation costs, If the war
drags on, the rising cost of oil im-
ports will have a negative impact on
Bangladesh's economy,” he added.

Experts urge ‘rescue plan’
Around 40% Bangladeshis workers
are women in Lebanon as they go
there as housemaids, according to
unofficial estimates. Besides, people
work in the service sector and manu-
facturing sector. 2

“After the huge attack by Israel,
about 20,000 Bangladeshis from
southern Lebanon have moved to
Beirut after becoming jobless, es-
pecially around the Rafik Harid
Mosque and Hamra Sanaya Park,”
Sheikh Mamun, a migrant in Beirut
told TBS.

“We are providing support fo
workers who become jobless,” he
added.

Mohammad Jalal Uddin Sikder, a
migration expert and faculty mem-
ber of Political Science and Sociol-
ogy at North South University, told
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Unrest erodes Bangladesh’s
RMG edge over rivals

RF.FA'I’EI‘ ULIAI{ MIRDH.:\

Ga:menl expnrr.s hy Bangladev.h s marhet
rivals like India, Vietnam, China and Cambodia
have increased to major Western markets due
mainly to the latest spell of labour unrest and
political changeover earlier in August in the
country.

In September, India’s readymade garment
(RMG) exports grew by 17.3 percent year-on-
year, capitalising on political instability in
Bangladesh, according to Indian daily The
Telegraph.

The growth comes despite global challenges
such as inflation and supply chain disruptions,
which have impacted other major garment-
exporting nations, the report states.

“India’'s RMG exports have recorded
high growth despite glob.al headwinds and
inflationary pressures,” said Sudhir Sekhri,
chairman of the Apparel Export Promation
Council.

"Many leading apparel exporters have
experienced a slowdown in recent months, but
India has benefitted from Bangladesh'’s socio-
political unrest,” he added.

Bangladesh's internal turmoil forced some
lactories to close temporarily, causing delays
in delivery schedules,

Referring to India's CareRatings, The
Telegraph also sajd if the unrest continues for
more than one or two quarters, Bangladeshi
exporiers could face significant challenges in
meeting deadlines.

In the July-September period of the current
fiscal vear, Bangladesh” sgarment export grew 5.3
percent year on year to $9.28 billion, according
to the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB).

Despite the EPB's growth count, apparel
exports in the first eight months of 2024 to
the US and European Union (EU) were not,
encouraging compared to Bangladesh’s
market competitors.

For instance, garment export to the USA,
the country’s main export destination, fell by
9.16 percent year-on-year 1o $4,70 billion in
the January-August period of the current vear,

Impact of labour. unrest
*» Bangladesh's competitors taking advantage of -
labour unrest :

»> Apparel sector faced $400m production loss

> Exporters encountered difficulties in shipment |
of guods

]"dia B e
“» India’s garment export grew 17.3% in
September

according to data from the Office of Textiles
and Apparel (OTEXA).

OTEXA attributed the fall w slumping
demand for apparels in the American market,

In comhined, the textile and garment
shipment from Bangladesh to the USA also fell
by 8.98 percent year-on-year (o $4.84 billion in
the January-August period this year, showed
the OTEXA data.

Bangladesh's competitors performed well in
the USA and EU markets as data showed that
their exports; in terms of quantity, increased.
The countries also took the advantage of
the rebounding US economy, as consumer

i Present situation -
. *+ Normalcy restored in garment sector
+ 1+ Buyers are coming back with work orders in
greater numherthan I:efore

e g e R e S

llSmtﬁzt

Ay Bangjadgm'sgameeﬂexpurttothe us

dedmed
»» USeconomy is rebounding hlltBangladeﬂ]
ﬂnnotash in on it

spending on retail goods, including apparel
items, increased.

The retail sales in the US increased again in
September as employment grew and inflation
and interest rates fell, said Jack Kleinhenz,
chief economist of the National Retail
Federation (NRF), the world's largest retail
trade association,

In the January August period, the quantity
of apparel imported by the USA increased by
1.5 percent year-on-year, while Bangladesh's
export declined by 3.8 percent in_terms of
quantity, |
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the BGMEA compiled data
showed.

The data  analysis
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Loss to RMG industry

EFORE his exit from the post of president of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) on Sunday, Khandoker Rafiqul

Islam claimed that normalcy has returned to the apparel sector

but at a huge cost. According to him, the industry lost $400 'mil-

lion in more than a month-long industrial unrest, which has yet

to be confirmed by any independent statistical body. If the fig-
ure of loss is anywhere near the given sum, it raises more ques-
tions than can be answered. In 2023, the readymadc gﬁrment

(RMG) sector fetched $47.38 billion, a record high, and the

apex apparel body did not do f:nough to settle some of the

endemic issues souring the industry's labour relations. The fact
that the garment owners in the RMG belt most affected by the
unrest ultimately accepted all the 18 demands of their workers
is a proof that the latter's demands were reasonable and justi-
fied. Then why did they allow the situation to escalate to an
ugly disruptive level?
Clearly, the inflexible garment owners have none but only
themselves to blame. Significantly, garment factories managed
. well and have been offering reasonable wages to their workers
stayed free from the industry's turmoil. It is the ones which
were reluctant to give a fair share of the profit to workers have
been responsible for leaving their employees and even them-
: selves a casualty of the industrial
There is a need for a § disruption. Thﬁ;loss 1;:15 m
naradiom chift in the | ble-pronged-—-financial .
pa.fadlgm shift in the relations. Their litany of infiltration '
mentallty of management | of outsiders for provoking agitation
i was more a ploy than a reality. That
and OWIIBIS. i favour the BGMEA failed to exercise a
of a fair share of | sobering influence leading to a solu-
proﬁt with workers 1 tion to the problem is clear from the
internal feud that has made one
group to level charges against another and the vice versa.

Finally, an administrator has been appointed to oversee the

next election to the body.
| The just departed BGMEA president made an appeal to the
| government to enforce strict law and order in the interest of the
sector's stability. This is intriguing if not ludicrous. If workers
are not paid their outstanding dues and cleared off their aver-
time and other benefits on time, the low-paid workers find it dif-
ficult to keep their body and soul together in an extremely hos-
tile and volatile market condition. It is the industrial relations,
not the army or the law-enforcement agencies, that determine
peace, harmony and increased productivity in any industry.
} Deprived and exploited labour forces are the last to put in their
! hundred per cent in their performance.

There is a need for a paradigm shift in the mentality of man-
agement and owners, particularly at a time when the rallying
_‘soaal dlscr!m%a‘_’pp]ﬁ.smdents who spear-

ent move] gaining momeAtum, in fayqur of
a fair sha.re of proﬁt with workers. Many garment factories have
been doing so and the others should follow suit. The apparel
industry has received incentive packages for long and it is ask-
ing for more for the factories adversely affected by the recent
labour unrest. Well, the appointment of an administrator and
formation of neutral board under him speaks volumes for the
| — discord within the industry. Patronage cannot be doled out — |
| without accountability. The need is to subject ailing facmri" ¢8
| financial audits to stringent inspection before granting loan or
| stimulus packages.
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Tackling rising unemployment Sgrsss =
job insecurity S s ey

T-IE combined impact of high inflation and stagnation in the pri-
va

te sector growth, both in industry and service, have drastical- i s 2
ly reduced employment opportunities for the educated and - ' £
skilled segment of the workforce, said the World Bank (WB) in its Wﬁ m l
recent development updates for Bangladesh as well as local experts : - . :
including market analysts. Earlier, the informal sector was the preserve W @m
of the unskilled and semi-skilled workforce of the country. : :
Unfortunately, the employment landscape is changing with members W 'Eﬁ
of the experienced and skilled workforce being forced to take pot luck
and accept very low-paid jobs or engage in small-scale trading in the :
informal sector just for their survival. Such wastage of qualified pro- < UIRDI A (6 4 (P
fessional workforce is not only negatively affecting the economy’s TS ST Twafe
growth potential, but also increasing frustration in society, a develop- 2 g
ment the government will be required to address carefully. In this con- Ta————— 3
text, one would do well to recall that the recent student-mass upheaval ™ ;
that resulted in the fall of the immediate past regime was the work of Asdedte  wfen  ww
the disgruntled youths who were initially demanding that government HarEre G =i i AT
jobs should be accessible to the qualified candidates without being  wy fg TwEre T wfewE |
encumbmdbydismiminamrypmvisiansﬁkequotas. So, it is not hard s 29y T/EGEE € =T L
to imagine what a potential time bomb the rising number of disaffect- T | o |
: : FE = | TS A
ed educated youths can be for the stability of society. P PSS
_ The data provided by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) i :
. for the decade between 2013-14 and 2022-23 show that average 9% I3 <Rt (HURE wyrericy
. Wage rate during that period registered a growth by 6.26 per cent. TR - GllY TrONA TR
A But that wage increase was offset by highermtenfﬂseininﬂatiqn FIe AT egeE wfears

e

the interim government, |
therefore, include easing

T

people. But it is not only the loss of SE————— W’iﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ:: )
real income that is the only issue of oty . wtq_‘

¥ s concern. The employees of the pri- g y =34
~ therisinglevel of | T7°C% iadusupiles are also facing PR FEE-EEARTOE afted
. resentment and | both job and wage cuts. The worse T B3z Tamr e .
. off among them are the high-salaried % W7 | TR Ferifey e
Insecurity a;nong_the professionals as their employers often R ST SRR ol
‘workers and employers | offoad them to reduce what they  wegggiw,
i § term the operational cost of their T T R

: alike ¥ business. Obviousl, ths has created fifefes 748 foie @ a2 @
e - an atmosphere of job insecurity A4 | _ v
among those still in employment in the private sector industries ,
thereby affecting their productivity severely. Reports have it that the 2 : iy
business houses, especially those that saw unprecedented growth, Eam m
thanks to the official patronage and largesse they were blessed with : ' '
during the past regime, have come under the watch of the present
interim government. But that is also sending shivers down the spine
of the employees of those business houses as they might ultimately
lose their jobs as result. That would require the government to tread
warily on this matter so that business houses may not use the gov-
ernment move as an excuse for shedding jobs from their organisa-
tions. That means alongside the jobless and ill-paid workers, the i
s s well-paidiones’ are also facing the double whammy of income loss
and'job insecurity, o TE A e ol e man
And this state of affairs is part of a challenging macro-fiscal con-
text for Bangladesh where both global and domestic factors are at
play, recent WB updates for Bangladesh pointed out. And those
would require matching and timely reforms to bolster the nation's
economic and institutional resilience. While the reform wotk to
restructure the overall state of the economy is in motion, the govern-
ment cannot also lose sight of the immediate tasks of enhancing the
business's confidence by improving the law and order situation as
well as coming up with appropriate incentives to promote investment.
The urgent tasks before the interim government, therefore,
include easing the rising level of resentment and insecurity among l
= the workers and emplovers alike, '
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Menstrual health crisis in Banglades s

garment_ factories

—— ple, workers reponed having access to
subsidised sanitary napkins and the pos-
sibility of taking leave during severe men-
strual cases. These services help reduce
the challenges of menstruation, allowing
workers to maintain better hygiene, focus

. on their work, and worry less about their
 menstrual health. |
' Its positive impact has already been evi-

" dent—workers’ health improved, and they

feel much more comfortable now. With

menstrual hygiene products availa-

5 women can manage their menstruation

better and reduce the risk of infections and

Hd Ariful Ishm

: Nevertheless, despite the deve]apmem
e of export-orientated factories to some ex-
however, local factones ' gent, there Is stll a malor shortcoming in

still leave workers ff;f'““““ okl seouiad el by
exposeq,to héalth nsks "H%m%m although

sanitary items are available, the
 consistently affordable or ac
the workers. Fﬂ NS stance, s

wnrkexs. uompellins them to resnrt_m un-
OGS hygimmmﬂhndssuchasmﬂnsl‘as& :
m The impact of poor menstrual health
ptRiNg, €ven corvices, however, is mostly reflected in
I {he Jocal garment factories, with elther very
: negiig!lﬂﬁurmz:ﬁnesstcsan;ﬁ:yn&pkhs
S Thnm&yﬁwah’emeusenlunh?gmnlc
: ' in these factories; or jected Fabric
andSavar. {found thatm"mm gmhalﬂyresuksmanmnbe:unfqneallhmm
remmsomaf:hehigestchaumge;h infectior , pain, or even i E
female workers. Some export-orientated . wking he Ladulf
factories have whmﬂmed sanitary nap- - ety

aamtaxymﬁalsﬁhﬂemthﬁ:peﬂod '.;__f.,,. e
because of the inability to access sanitary m
products consistently. A female worker 1e-

vealed, “I use old rags during my period
bacausethesa:dtarynapklnsﬁe]ustsn
expensive, even with the factory discount.”

tories. Manvofmemdonutknuwhawm

ﬁmtain good menstrual health, which
increases risks concerning health that

arise with menstruation and limits their
ability to lobby for better supporl.

mmmnc:esdnsmmml
health and hygiene services

Access to menstrual health services is
- often limited in local garment factorles,
. which are typically under-resourced and
lack awareness about proper menstrual
hygiene management.

. They also complained about a lack of
kaowiedge of menstrual hygiene, espe-
daﬂyhma&hﬂuﬂesmthnuwehﬁaim

dgmﬁﬂmhnpactmthemlbmgm
productivity of female garment workers,
especially in export-orientated fectories
| where these services are more consist-
renﬂyavai]ahle.

lnanmeofthese factories, for exam-

Oneofmemambams isala.r:kuf
access to affordable sanitary products.
In most local factories, sanitary napkins
are not available, Ini the absence of such
subsidisation or free provision, women
use unhygienic alternatives—incorrectly
wiping themselves with rags or clothes—
causing infections and long-term health
problems.

Without subsidisation or free provision
of sanitary products, the workers bear
the financial cost of managing menstrua-
tion—maost of them at the cost of ignoring
more vital needs.

Besides the economic barrier, another
significant Factor is the ahsence of organ-
ised educational and awareness programs
on menstrual hgme

Most female workers remain unaware
of proper menstrual hygiene pracﬁces
No efforts have been made toward saving
them with this crucial information. There-
fore, they persist in their unsafe methods
due to ignorance of further dangers.

“Np one talks about menstrual health
here. We just do what we know, even ifit's
not the hest,” a local worker. told me.

I‘.\ran in expart -orientated [factories,
which provide sanitary napkins at subsi-
dised rates, erratic availability or improp-
er access to them is not unheard of.

There is a case dlsumgsmau quanti-
ties hy factories, creating shortages in peri-
ods of higher demand. This inconsistency
leaves workers without the necessary prod-
ucts when they need them most, forcing
them to revert to less sanitary alternatives.

These barriers are worsened by the cul-
tural taboo and stigma surrounding men-
stmatum causing many women to feel
uncomfortable discussing their menstrual
health or asking for sanitary products,
The same stigma also prevents workers
from asking for better services or at least
for what they need.

So, the challenges faced by female
garment workers Jargely stem from local
factories, where economic, educational,
and cultural hurdles together impede suf-
‘ficient menstrual health management.

MO ARIFUL ISLAM IS A SOCIAL RESEARCHER. HE
IS WORKING AS AYOUNG FELLOW AT DXFAM IN

BANGLADESH AND ALSO SERVING AS A YOUNG
RESEARISHER AT smtr:-un BANGLADESH, |

I!Indaimar The views and opinions ex-
‘pressed in this article are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions and views of The Business
Standard.
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GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS

i

Moinul Haque

as prevalent risks,

Citing the protests of
readymade garment workers
and trade unions in Bang-
ladesh, as well as those in
Cambodia and Myanmar,

the guidelines high-
lighted that intensifying de-
mands from workers and the

supply chains.

to prevent exploitation. of-
ten fail to cover essential ex-
penses, the OECD said in its
publication.

It said that the handbook
could assist companies in

whether they'
. were linked Lo signific

risks and impacts related to
living incomes and wages.

identified, it supports them
in addressing these impacts,
regardless of the company's
size, ic location, or

y Wiﬁoa;mm the supply
- chain, the handbook said.  fioned. ~ #-

said that in the garment sec-

tor, wages were often below

ant

| ]

A file photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory at Savar,
for Economic Co-operation.and Development, an intergovernmental organisation .
handbook to guide companies in applying the OECD due diligence framework to support living incomes and living wages in glabal-

the poverty line due to a
number of factars, including
high competition and poor
purchasing practices, which
increased the likelihood of
excessive overtime and inse-
cure contracts. -
‘Workers are particularly
at risk in countries with in-
adequate public services,
and where compliance sys-
tems, such as the labour
inspectorate, are weak, and
freedom of association and
collective bargaining not
protected,’ the report men-

T T A

sixslepsthatﬂ]ustmtedhnw
due  diligence could help

OGTOBER 27, 2024,

ate in remediation when ap-

OECD launches guidelines on
living wage due dili

e

companies address living
income and wage gaps in

their operations and supply
b ;

The suggested six steps
are to embed due diligence
for living incomes and wag-
es into policies and manage-
ment systems, identify and
assess living income and
wage gaps in operations
and supply chains, cease,
prevent, and mitigate these
gaps, track implementation
and results, communicate
commitments and actions
to address living income
and wage gaps and cooper-

propriate.

gence

on the outskirts of Dhaka. The Organisatiof
with 38 member countries, has developed a

“establish or adapt existing

— New Age photo

The handbook said that
to address income and wage
risks, companies should

due diligence policies and
management
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ultimatum for dues

United News of Bangladesh -
Sylhet

————

THE workers of 18 tea gar-
dens under National Tea
Company Ltd in Sylhet have
threatened to go on strike
&m“hdnﬁdﬂyéfmﬂnu;ddbu;
wages are not

Tuesday.

The workers of NTCL,
including Lakkatura Tea
Garden, put up a barricade
on Osmani Airport Road
in Ambarkhana area of the
city Sunday morning, de- tea
manding payment of their
dues, disrupting vehicular

movement for two hours.

Later, they withdrew
their blockade programme
and threatened to go on
strike from Wednesday if
their demand is not met by
Tuesday.

They, however, an-
nounced that their work ab-
stenfion programme’ would
continue as before.

Workers said that they
had not received wages for
the past six weeks, suspend-

ing production at the 18
gardens under NTCL.

They lmd been surviving
on rations for the past two

months without being paid
their wages.

They claimed that even
the rations had not been pro-
vided for the past week, forc-
ing the workers into extreme
hardship.

NTCL general manager
Emdadul Haque explained
that the company’s manag-
ing board had been non-
operational due to the re-

cent student protests, which

caused their bank to with-
hold leans. As a result, the
company had been unable

to pay the workers.
He further stated that a

new managing bcani had
since been formed and ex-
pressed hope that the wages
would he disbursed within
the next week.

So far, around 1.20 lakh
kg of tea leaves have been
collected from 12 tea gar-
dens, with an average daily
production of 18,000 10
20,000 kg of tea leaves. How-
ever, the strike has led (o sig-
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Workplace hazards of BD's
healthcare providers

ISCUSSIOES about health sector reform

to be fixed, little is on the table about healthcare
workers' health, safety, and well-being. Without tak-
ing care of the workers who provide patient care serv-
ices directly and indirectly, fixing the overall system
may not produce the desired level of patient care.
While sad events like violence against medical
doctors by patients' attendants, and harassment of
female nurses by their male colleagues or supervi-

* sors bring occupational health and safety at the

health facilities to the forefront of Bangladeshi
news media, this fades quickly and conveniently
unless the aggrieved associations of doctors or
nurses stop working as the last resort to protect
themselves. Alas! the government and the common
public usually do not take it constructively when
such work abstentions occur,

Doctors, direct patient care providers, and other
healthcare support workers face a myriad of occupa-

" tional health and safety issues. A frequent hazard is

slips, trips, and falls which may not result in severe
muughm;unesbutmayaﬂ’ectpahentcarem
delivery greatly.

The unplanned, untidy, overcrowded, and ever-
busy hospitals or other healthcare facilities in
Bangladesh, particularly the government-run ones
and low-cost private ones put the healthcare profes-
sionals who work there at constant risk i
trips, and falls. There are numerous mﬂ&%ﬂu
healthcare professionals-including doctors, nurses,
ﬂmapms and technologists falling on the job while

patient care. Thesuppnrtmﬂ:hkcayas‘
ward boys, zammadar, cleaners, electricians,
mechanics, cooks, gate-keepers, storekeepers,
guards, gardeners, domes, and clerks in the hospitals
while providing patient care or offering mainte-
nance, operational and auxiliary services also sus-
tain slips, trips and falls. The risk is also shared by
the patients, their companions, and visitors.
Nevertheless, no epidemiological or preventive
research has been conducted on fall-related injuries
in Bangladeshi healthcare settings. Completed and
published research studies on workplace health and
safety in this country mostly concentrated on iden-
tifying and managing work-related stress, anxiety,
depression, workplace violence and harassment
needlestick and sharp incidents, and chemical or
radiation exposure.

Monitoring and reporting of occupational falls in
healthcare facilities is critical to enhance the knowl-
edge of health and safety professionals and facility
administrators to facilitate and plan the designing
and implementing of effective preventative initia-
tives. The steps include assessing risk factors, char-
acterising trends, and assessing the associated eco-
nomic consequences, such as lost work wages and
productivity. By looking further into these, ergono-
mists, health and safety experts, safety engineers,
and epidemiologists will be better prepared to act.

The epidemiology of occupational falls in
Bangladesh is little understood, even though these
have been extensively investigated and studied in
many other countries. Studies on falls in the con-
struction, mining, and transportation sectors are
abundant there. Research studies are much needed
in Bangladesh to find out how and why these
" injuries occur to determine the different levels of

susceptibility of health workers and to help develop

appropriate injury remedies.

dF-. .

According to one research report published before,
environmental hazards like clutter, uneven or slip-
pery surfaces, inadequate lighting, and obstacles were
identified as major risk factors for occupational falls.
In the construction sector, weather, terrain, and sur-
face conditions were reported to be the main causes
of falls. One previous research study in Canada iden-
tified that slippery or uneven surface was the main
cause of falls in acute care sectors, followed by the
work environment (office design, small workstation,
inadequate lighting). Trying to move a patient, run-
ning to an emergency room, falling down stairs, trip-
ping over objects, and slipping on wet flooring were
the risk factors among medical staff in Sweden.

On the other hand, electrical cords, stairs,
ice/snow, obstructions, uneven flooring, and hqmd
pollution were shown to be among the environmental
risk factors for falls in another research study on US
According to this author's own prior research in
Canadian healthcare settings, a lot of falls were

reported to be caused by liquid contamination in the -

absence of any suitable cautionary/wet floor signs,
QOther major causes of indoor falls were medical
equipment and patient cords interfering. The most
common activities that led to falls were walking and
running, then reaching for objects and pushing or
pulling medical equipment.

Because of the poor maintenance of healthcare
facilities and the high work stress that health profes-
sionals experience from caring for a large number of
patients with diverse health issues, healthcare staff in
Bangladesh are much more likely to be prone to falls.
Due to social norms, patients in Bangladesh are also
accompanied by a large number of friends and rela-
tives who stay with them throughout their entire
treatment period making the workplace crowded and
chaotic, Health facilities' structural layouts and work-
ing environments are rarely planned with occupa-
tional health and safety in mind. Many healthcare
facilities are cluttered and dimly lit.

According to earlier research, mcorporating new
technologies and making adjustments to the work
environment lowers the risk factors for occupational
injuries. Interventions as simple as putting non-slip-
peryﬂoormatenals,wmungslgns,dmngumelyand
regular housekeeping, and wearing slip-resistant
shoes can have an immediate impact on the health
and safety of hospital professionals and workers.

Planning and implementing successful fall preven-
tion programmes requires examining the causes of
falls and identifying susceptible worker groups. The
job tasks, occupation, and socio-demographics such
as age, gender, education, income, and experience of
the workers should be taken into account.

Bangladesh needs to better care for its healthcare
personnel to provide better patient care.

Dr; Hasnat M Alamgir is Professor and Director of ——————

Research ar Southeast University Dhaka.
hasrat.md. alamgira@gmail.conz
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Empower women
through RTT

Sharmeen S Mursh;d tells discussion

STAPF CDRREPUND]:N’I

Nearly half Df Lhc.- po[mlatmn
primarily women, are deprived

of their right to access critical”

information, said Sharmecen S
Murshid, adviser (o the Ministry
of Women and Children Affairs
and Social Welfare, at an event
yesterday.

"Poverty and low education
primarily impact women, who are
often victims of abuse, To overcome
barriers Lo accessing information,
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act must be implemented at the
grassroots level, involving women

To overcome barriers to
-accessing information,
the RTI Act must

be implemented at

the grassroots level,
involving women

and marginalised
communities.

SHARMEEN MURSHID

and marginalised communities.
Public awareness must be raised
aboul RT1," she said.

The remarks. came at the
"Annual Learning Summit of
Advancing Women's  Right (o

Access Information in Bangladesh
(AWRTI)", organised by The Carter
Center and Manusher Jonno
Foundation (MJF) at a city hotel.

Murshid "also called for a

cultural shift away from secrecy

towards (ransparency regarding
information disclosure.

“When information is not readily
available, misinformation can easily
take hold,” she explained.

She also pointed out that

women'’s full access to information

reveals notable gender disparities,
largely due to a lack of gender-
sensitive * policies, entrenched
socio-cultural norms, and limited
female involvement in civil society
organisations.

Shaheen Anam, executive
director of MJF, highlighted the
significance of the project that
was initiated in 2023, aimed at
increasing public led accountability
and reducing corruption by
advancing a meaningful right of
access to information for women in
10 targeted districts.

“This initiative proves that when
women have access to information,
they not only empower themselves,
but also bring about transformation
within their families,” she said.

Sumana Sultana Mahmud,
chief of party at the Carter Center,
presented the lessons learned from
the past year of the project.

operated in six districts
and facilitated dialogues
between 64 government
representatives and
Dalits with i
communities regarding RTL
Training sessions were
for 146 teachers
on gender and RTI, while
130 government officials
and 23 elected women
representatives also received
training. 344 courtyard

engaging more than 4,000
women participants.
In addition, 1369 RTI
applications were filed, with
1205 (88 percent) of those
submitted by women.

Alena Tansey, director

- of the Demecracy, Human -

|4

Rights,

and Governance
Olffice at USAID Bangladesh,
commended these efforts.

She emphasised. that
women make up half of
Bangladesh's  population,
and their active participation
is essential for achieving
inclusive development.

The people  of

are naturally

curious and regularly share
information; this exchange
of knowludge should be
institutionalised to further
empower women, she said.

Mohammed Humayun
Kabir, additional secretary
of the Cabinet Division,
emphasised that to address
and eliminate inequality,
RTI must be
implemented.

_——
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Bangladeshi migrants in

TUESDAY 01.10.2024

Lebanon struggle for safety,
seek urgent repatriation

CONFLICT - DHAKA

KAMRAN SIDDIQUI

Thousands of Bangladeshi migrants
are facing dire conditions in Leba-
non as Israeli airstrikes target major
cities with many fleeing from the
southern part to Beirut in search of
safety amid the escalating violence,

Atleast five Bangladeshi nationals
have been injured—three in southern
Lebanon and two in Beirut—accord-
ing to the Bangladesh embassy.

Many migrants without access to
shelter are reportedly living in the
open., They are eager to return to
Bangladesh, but foreign airlines are
not operating flights, making it im-
possible for them to leave.

Migrant workers have urged the
Bangladesh embassy in Beirut to ar-
range special flights for those want-
ing to retum.

Sheikh Mamun, a migrant from Go-
palganj who has been living in Leba-
non for 14 years, told TBS over the
phone, “Hundreds of Bangladeshis
are sleeping in the streets. We, the ex-
patriate communities, are doing what

At least five Bangladeshi
migrants were wounded
inone week

Approximately 100,000
Bangladeshi nationals
reside in Lebanon

Airport closure prevents
people from leaving

Lebanon

20,000 to 25,000
Bangladeshis from
southern Lebanon

sought refuge in Beirut

Numerous migrants are
living without shelter in
the open

we can to provide food, water, and fi-
nancial support to those in need, The
embassy is also helping, buf there are
soma.ny people who need help.”
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Mamun, who works for Mazda in
Beirut, explained that while some
shelters have been established,
Bangladeshis have not been able to
access them properly, As a result,
many are forced to stay in unsafe
conditions,

“The situation is so critical that
the airport has been closed. Those
who want to return home have no
way to leave,” he added.

Mamun also mentioned that he
is caring for 50 pecple in a small
shelter. “There are women here
who need food and milk for their
children, and many were unable to
bring their belongings due to the
bombings.”

There are approximately 100,000
Bangladeshis working in Lebanon,
with around 40% being women, ac-
cording to unofficial estimates.

“About 20,000-25,000 Bangladesh-

is from southemn Lebanon have moved
to Beirut, especially around the Rafik
Hariri Mosque and Hamra Sanaya
Park. Most people want to go home,
but due to the lack of documents and
the closure of the airport, they can-
not,” said Mamun.
Mamun expressed concern about
the potential escalation of the con-
flict. “If the situation worsens, these
peaple will be facing a disaster. The
embassy should organise their re-
turn on special flights at the state's
expense.”

Md Anwar Hossain, first secre-
tary (labour) at the Bangladesh em-
bassy in Lebanon, told TBS over the
phone, “Only the Lebanese national
airline is flying, and that tao on a

limited basis. No other country has

evacuated its citizens so far,”

He added that the embassy has
informed the [oreign ministry in
Dhaka about the situation and will

follow further instructions regarding.

evacuation.

On the issue of migrants sleeping
in the open, Hossain said, “We have
offered shelters, but many of them do
not want to go too far from the city.”

Babu Saha, a Bangladeshi jour-
nalist based in Beirut, reported that
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/Break labour market syndicate,
Asif Nazrul urges Malaysian PM

LABOUR -

DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Asif Nazrul, adviser to the expatriate welfare
and overseas employment ministry, has urged
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim to
open the Malaysian labour market by remov-
ing syndicate-based recruitment practices.
Speaking at a ceremony fo sign a memaoran-
dum of collaboration (MoQ) in Dhaka yester-
day, Asif Nazrul said he had made this request
during the Malaysian prime minister's recent
visit (o Dhaka. He also outlined his key con-
cems regarding the expansion of the Malay-

sian labour market for Bangladeshi workers.

“I discussed three issues with the Ma--

laysian prime minister. First, [ asked for the
reopening of the closed Malaysian labour
market. Secondly, | requested that the re-
cruitment process, currently limited to 100
recruiting agencies, be opened to all agen-
cies to ensufetransparency; " he said”
“Lastly; I asked for-an increase in wark:

ers' wages, which the prime minister consid- .

ered from a humanitarian perspective.”

Addressing the recent statement by the
Malaysian prime minister about announced
plans to “accept 18,000 workers from Bangla-
desh”, Asif Nazrul clarified that the media had
misrepresented the issue,

“Over 17,000 workers, who were supposed
to go to Malaysia by 31 May, were unable to do
s0 due to unfortunate circumstances, The Ma-
laysian government has assured that they will
now facilitate their entry, and efforts will be
made to expedite the process,” the adviser said.

Nazrul also cautioned that while prom-
ises have been made, they do not guarantee
immediate action. “We are working to imple-
ment this commitment through our ministry
and High Commission in Malaysia. I have
a meeting tonight with the Malaysian High
Commissioner, where we will discuss creat-
ing a roadmap to move forward,” he said.

‘Special lounge for migrant workers in

‘Middle East” w1

Asif Nazrul also announced plans to provide

-improved facilities for Bangladeshi migrant

workers in the Middle East.

“Within two weeks, a special lounge will
be arranged for Bangladeshi workers. This
is not a gesture of generosity but a respon-

sibility towards them,” he said, underlining |

the government’s commitment to improving
conditions for expatriate workers.

During the ceremony, an MoC was signed
by Md Hamidur Rahman, director general
(additional secretary) of the Wage Earners
Welfare Board, and Dato’ Sri. Mohammed
Azman bin Aziz Mohammad, group chief ex-
ecutive officer of Malaysia's Social Security
Organisation, known as PERKESO.

The MoC aims to bring all Bangladeshi
workers who have legally travelled to Ma-
laysia since 1 January 2020 under the “For-
eign Workers Compensation Scheme.”

Bangladeshi workers in Malaysia will now
be registered with Perkeso by their employ-
ers and will be eligible for a range of benefits,
including medical treatment, temporary and
permanent disability benefits, dependents’
benefits, funeral allowances; and access to
rehabilitation facilities.

s e
Malaysia to give visa to
18,000 workers

Yunus seeks Malaysia’s support in resolving Rohmgya Crisis

Mustafizur Rahman

MALAYSIAN prime minis-
ter Anwar Ihrahim after a hi-
lateral meeting in Dhaka on
Friday announced that they
had agreed to consider is-
suing 18,000 work visas for
those Bangladeshis who got
stuck and could not fly due
to some recent measures by
the Malaysia government.
Expressing his full sup-
port for Bangladesh's in-
terim government in a joint
press appearance at a city
hotel, Anwar Ibrahim said
that he trusted the leader-
ship and dedication of pro-
fessor Muhammad Yunus,
who took over as the chief
adviser on August 8 after
the fall of the autocratic re-
gime of Sheikh Hasina amid

a student-led mass uprising
on August 5.

Nobel laureate Muham-
mad Yunus said that Bang-
ladesh sought Malaysia's
support in resolving the
Rohingya crisis, which, he
said, was not a Bangladesh's
problem only but for oth-
ers in the region also while
discussing issues of hilateral
interests—mainly - political,
trade and investment.

Continued on page 2 Col. 6

Chief adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus greets
Malaysian prime minister
Anwar lbrahim as the latter
arrives at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka
on a short official trip on Friday.
— PID/ Focus Bangla photo e
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Continued from page 1
"We need workers but they
can’l be treated as modern

fram Bangladesh or other
countries. I said this publicly
in the past like now;’ said the
Malaysian e minister,
who arrived in Dhaka in the
afternoon on a short visit.

Respundmgtuaqueahuu

whether they would take
steps to dismantle syndicate
in the sector, he said that they
would ensure transparency in
the whole system as his gov-
ernment’s focus was on ‘anli-
damentals’,

Anwar Ibrahim also re-
minded Bangladesh about ac-
tions against criminal charg-
es, saying that whenever they
took actions against criminals
peg s g
ar in
there were backlashes.

He expressed hope that

they would now be able to

completing almost all the pro-
cesses by the May 31 deadline
set by the Malaysian authori-
ties, Of them16,970 aspirant
, failed to fly to Ma-
laysia at the last moment for
want of air tickets only.
Around 8,00,000 Bangla-
deshis are now working in
ﬁ}'ﬁﬂ. according to offi-

committed to building an in-
chugive and just Bangladesh.
He sought Malaysia's sup-
port for Bangladesh so that
the country could become a

sectoral dialogue partner of i

the Association of Southeast
Asmﬂ Nations,
Malay-

‘We congratulate

sia’s chairmanship of ASEAN
in 2025. We discussed the is-
sue of Bangladesh's inclusion
as a sectoral dialogue pariner
of ASEAN. We look forward
to Malaysia's active role for
Bangladesh's inclusion in the
regional forum,’ Yunus said.

He said that they also dis-
cussed the safe repatriation of
Rohingyas to their homeland
Myanmar from Bangladesh
hosting around 12 forcibly
displaced people from the Ra-
khine State.

Mentioning that the Roh-
ingya community sheltered
in camps had around 32,000
new births yearly, the chiel
adviser said, Tt is not the num-
ber we are concerned about,
it is about what happens lo
here. They have no future. It
is a ticking time bomb’. He
added that the solution was
not in Bangladesh's hands,
but in the hands of the inter-
national commumnity,

Yunus said that he had
requested Anwar Ibrahim to
pursue the Rohingya issue in
the ASEAN ta resolve the pro-
tracted crisis.

gavernment and officials con-
cerned also accompanied the
chief adviser in the bilateral
mesti

The Malaysian prime min-
ister, who led a 58-member
delegation during the visit,
left Dhaka at 7:00pm. i

In August 2022,
sia reopened the market af
ter keeping it suspended for
maore than four years over cor-
ruption allegations.

May 31 agdn for the same
reason, sector insiders said.
They said that many other
aspiranis in Bangladesh de-
posited their money, passports
aﬂdﬂ@ppmhﬂmwthm
remain  incomplete
uhenthedead]mexpimd
There were also allegations
that a syndicate of recruiting
agencies charged aspirant

ay 'I'k‘lslakhforahcketuhen
+  their regular price was around
Tk 30,000.
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157 more bangladeshis
patriated from Libya

initiative of the foreign min- and aided by human traf- i
o fickers, Many of them had

istry, Bangladesh embassy

.in Tripoli and the Interna-
tional Organization for Mi-
gration, a foreign ministry's
press release said.

.J'hey returned in a
chartered Burag Air flight,
which landed at -Hazrat
Shahjalal International Air--

suffered abduction and
abuse during their time in
Libya, said the foreign min-
istry.

The ministry’s officials
urged the returned to raise

along with the Bangladesh
m?:s%on in Tripoli and IOM
are making tirelessly stride
to ensure the safe repatria-
tion of Bangladeshi nation-
als detained in warious

awareness within their detention centres across
communities about the Libya
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Rashad Ahamad

LABOUR migration from
Bangladesh to aver a dozen
of destination counlries that
once employed millions of
workers has remained sus-
pended for up to five years
for different reasons.

Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training
data shows labour migration
to at least 13 destinations re-
mains suspended at present,
while the overseas employ-
ment ministry says that the
governmenl is working to

reopen the market.
The bureau data shows
that labour export from

Bangladesh to Oman, Bah-
raim, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Ma-

laysia, Fgypt, United Arab
Emirates, Romania, Brunei,
Mauritius, Italy and Mal-
dives remains suspended at
present.

Tt is not a one-sided is-
sue. The destination country
also needs to come forward,
said Shahidul Islam Chowd-
hury, joint secretary at the
Ministry of Expatriates’ Wel-
fare and Overseas Employ-
ment, adding that both the
ministry  and Bangladesh
missions in those countries
ware working (o reopen the
labour market.

Professor Tasneem Sid-
diqui, founding chair of
the Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit,
said that irregularities in tha

Dhaka, Thursday, October 31, 2024,

migration process had led to
the closure of most of these
potential markets, seriously
affecting the economy of the
country heavily dependent
on remittance earning.
Migration experts even fear
a total collapse in the coun-
try’s migration sector if doors
to these countries remain shut
for Bangladeshi warkers for
longer perinds of time.
Currently, Bangladesh’s
labour migration is mostly
dependent on a single coun-
try—Saudi Arabia—that re-
cruits mostly unskilled and
semi-skilled workers [rom
overseas at lower wages—a
fact that makes the vulner-
ability of the country’s la-
bour migration all the more

pour migration to major
destinations still at halt

apparent, they said.

Experts observe that the
situation demands the gov-
ernment to focus on a two-
pronged strategy—one for
reopening the market that
was once accessible to Bang-
ladeshi migrants, and the
other for building skilled
human resources as well as
finding potential markets for
export of skilled labour.

Pointing out the nagging
issue  of undocumented
Bangladeshi migrants re-
siding in many countries,
Tasneem said thal many of
them did not have any job,
while many had to return
home untimely al the end of
a failed migration,

‘We must rearrange the

total migration governance |
and managemen! lo eslab-
lish discipline in the whole
sector, she said. |

Echoing Thsneem, Syed
Saiful Haque, chairman of
WARBE Development Foun-
dation, a non-governmental
body working on labour
migration, said that the gov-
ernment must take moves to
reopen the closed markets as
well as to search new desti-
nations for skilled migration,

He also demanded a re-
form commission for iden-
titying and effectively ad-
dressing the risks involved
in labour migration.

Fearing that  irregulari-
ties in the migration process

1

Continued from page 1

might in future lead more
countries to shut their
doors on Bangladeshi la-
bour force, he urged the
government to act urgently.

According to the BMET,
Mauritius and Romania
almost stopped recruiting
labour from Bangladesh
nearly a year ago after Bang-
ladeshis, violating rules,
left the company that hired
them and shifted to differ-
ent companies or migrated
to other countries.

In Mauritius, so far six
workers migrated in last
nine months of the current
year while the East African
country imported hired
2,000 Bangladeshis yearly
on average in the past.

In the absence of any
initiatives by the authori-
ties to recover from the im-
age crisis, Bahrain took no
Bangladeshi workers this
year, while it recruited over
71,000 in 2016 and over
- 19,000 in 2017.

In the absence of any ini-
tiatives from the authorities
for image recovery, Bahrain
took no Bangladeshi work-
ers this year, while it re-
_ cruited over 71,000 in 2016

Labour migration

and over 19,000 in 2017.

The Malaysian market
remain shut for Bangla-
deshis since it closed its
doors for all its 15 labour
sourcing countries, while
the UAE shut door since a
group of Bangladeshi work-
ers staged demonstration
in August supporting the
student movement in Bang-
ladesh.

Among other countries,
labour export to Iraq, Libya,
Sudan and Egypt remain
suspended owing to their
internal volatile situation.

Tasneem said that al-
though labour export has
stopped in these countries,
gangs are using these coun-
tries as human (rafficking
routes and also for exploita-
tive labour.

After eight years' of sus-
pension imposed due to
serious irregularities in mi-
gration processes, Malaysia
reopened its market in 2023,
selting May 31 this year as
deadline that led 19,000
aspirant migrants to fail to
fly over a last-minute flight
schedule chaos. Following
its assumption of power,
the interim government
has recently succeeded to

persuade Malaysia to allow
entry to these workers.

Migration experts also
observe that the interim
government thalt assumed
power on August 8, three
days after the fall of Sheikh
Hasina-led Awami League
government on August 5
amid a student-led mass
uprising, has yet to focus
on establishing order in the
seclor.

So far, 6,968,558 people
migrated from Bangladesh
in the past nine months of
the current year. Of them
3,74,383, or 53 per cent,
have gone to Saudi Arabia
only.

The suspension of re-
cruitment in major destina-
tions did not much impact
the total number of yearly
migration from the country,
the experts have also point-
ed out.

They also said that Bang-
ladesh has to vet reach an
expected level of remil-
tance earning since it was
mostly sending unskilled
labour earning low wages.

The government must
focus its attention on build-
ing exportable skilled man-
power, iterates professor

8y |

Tasneem.

Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment sec-
retary Rubul Amin and
BMET director general
Saleh Ahmed Mujaffor did
not responded to phone
calls and text messages for
comments.
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‘MT Banglar Shourabh’
caught fire at the ouler an-
chorage of Chattogram Port
on Saturday, five days after
the fire al the corporation’s
other oil tanker.

BSC authorities suspect- -G
ed that the fire on the oil Malek,

tanker '‘MT Banglar Shour-

abh’ might have been an ‘act

of sabotage’,

The deceased, Sadek
Mia, 60, is from Langalkot in
Cumilla distriet.

Victim  Sadek jumped
into the water while trying

to escape the flames. He was. How
rescued later and taken to! plosion

Chattogram Medical College
Hospital where doctors de-
clared that he was brought
dead.

The fire broke out on the ¢
vessel at about 12:50am on 3,

Saturday, officials said.

The Bangladesh Navy,

the Bangladesh Coast
Guard, and the Chittagong
Port Authority brought the
fire under control after their
elforts for about three hours,
said Lieutenant Shakib Me-
hbub, media officer of the
East Zone of Coast Guard in

; Ufgﬁnt:ﬂwmbms

on board, 12 jumped into
the water following the ex-

and 38 athers were
rescued from the oil tanker,
he said.

BSC oil tanker
catches fire

Sabotage suspected, probe ordered q"ﬁﬂ “‘5 A | o

Staff Correspondent - they received an emergency
Chattogram call from the naﬁonalm
gency helpline number 999
A CREW member died as a -~ and responded immediately.
‘Bangladesh Shipping Cor- Sava'&l crew members,
poration-owned oil tanker being panicked, jumped

into the sea before arriving
our rescue team. They were
rescued by fishing trawlers,
sswe]lasCoastGumdand

might
hawbeen‘anmufsahnm
“There were

possible.

. carrying 11,600 tonmes of p
crude oil, which was being |
transferred fmms mother

The vessel was reportedly
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ﬁmmﬁw 9, W >o

e (ore) 2feRED
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‘Since the fire was not
caused by gas or any other
known reason, we suspecl
that it can be a deliberate
act, However, the reason
w:ﬂonlyhedalermmedaf
terathmmghmvashgahm

he added.

S al’faira adviser
Hdgﬂar General (retired)

Salfnsg Hossain ;;c-
Pmssed shock at the
death in the fire and directed
the formation of an inquiry
mmmitteatnmvasugamba
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He said that, of the 12 ThsMh:Btr}' Shipping,
crew members who jumped ' i g press release issued on
into the river, 11 could be Saturday, said that the ship-
rescued in a conscious state ping affairs adviser assured
while Sadek was found in ﬂmdmsfmﬂyuffu}l
anu:ncnwciows;a!.e :

| and Civil Defence, said that’ ommendations as_soon as
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Fire Service and Civil De-
fense in Dinajpur, said. Fire-

of Khansama Fire
Services put out the blaze
after one hour of efforis. The
extent of the damage could
not be known immediately,

Sayem added.

H shops burnt in ffes W TeF gy &F AR
: . 3 CoAPeTRETTR 51E ST T WIE | R
Nilphamari R A T | :
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MONDAY 14.10.2024

chemical factory in
Malaysia kills three
Munshiganj expats

W & | TN T HoEw Gtes wEe |
w*gm(ﬁm} TR NG A= e
TR (ST | AT So A ST WES
AT | ST BAEE OB TEE
5 & & Eﬁﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂfﬁl pheti TBS REPORT

T ?Iﬁ?:ﬂ’! fagom m A ST fma At least three Bangladeshi expatriates in Malay-
sia succumbed to injuries sustained in an ex-

I‘Hﬁm (5BEmy) @ @BaTRr-  plosion at a chemical factory, according to their

TErea A 9% @igggs  family members and media reports.

T s wce) 9eWeam Al three deceased - Jabbar Ali, 42, son of

TS FhFEEs Fheet @@ Razzaq Bhuiyan; Abu Taher, 32, son of Abu

& wEGq WG| ©WET FeE Taher; Salam, 24, son of Mohiuddin - were resi-

Toremg  AmeR EBfugig  dents of Ward-g of the Munshiganj municipality

. [@fEan g (W AR area, our correspondent reports.

(TS (A | They died while being under treatment for in-

FFRrS & warew (B%) :  juries sustained in an' explosion at the Southen

=Py Ie-wrenEim Ferd  Industrial and Logistics Clusters (SILC) on Friday.
Family members, citing Malaysian High Commis-

P TR B S
wifae MW% sion officials, said Jabbar died on the same day,

EXPLOSION - MALAYSIA
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TP

%TEEE A9 UEE-T% (72 Taher on Saturday and Salam yesterday. How-
TAGTHE ) S 4 WEbA 96| WEAREE ever, their bodies are yet to return to the country.
Srheg WEew A Witle B5eicag (e s At midnight on Saturday, Bangla Daily Kaler
i TErteny e srenE 7o aTva Kantho, citing Malaysian High Commission sourc-

M = | _ es, reported that three workers had succumbed to
ez (nfieste) : Teslics (=GeEw=-  injuries from the explosion. Quoting First Labour
AT Fe ST TS SECE (O | Secretary ASM Zahidur Rahman, the report said

sEaE T Pieigs-ewmeYs  g@msfEw the bodies of the expats will be brought to the
e wuweY LU St s wFsY country soon. “We have contacted the company.
ST BIE Fe oG 905 The High Commission of Bangladesh in Malaysia is
trying its best to secure r:ampensaﬁun for the fami-
lies of the dead from the company,” he also said.
Earlier on the day, Malaysian news outlet the
New Straits Times reported that two Bangladeshi
workers severely injured in the fire at the SILC
have died, while a third remains hespitalised.
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Satya Narayan Naldm

THE tea _wmkera of Mnlhi—- :
ura Tea Garden of Rajnagar L

in Moulvibazar on Satur- 'ti:ust,
day held a rally demanding Tea
the payment of arrears of

wages.
“They held the rally with
three-point demand in front tea

ed Wer]}ynlmmn[mnﬁhad
member of
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70 RMG units
halt production
amid unrest

general Md Faizur Rahman
Staff Correspondent

said that some factories de-
; clared general holiday, some
AT LEAST 70 readymade shutdown after starting op-
garment factories in Sa- eration in the morning, and
var, Ashulia, and Gazipur some remained shut under
suspended production on the 'no work no pay’ provi-
Wednesday amid workers' sion stated in Section 13(1)
protests over various de- Of the Iabour act.
mands. Witnesses said that sever-
Industry  insiders said al hundred workers of Birds
that of the 70 lactories, 30 Group factories continued
were located in Ashulia their blockade on . Dhaka-
industrial zone and 40 in Tangail nghwa}r demand-
Gazipur industrial zone, ing arrears. The agitated
Deputy inspector generalof workers toak to the streets
Indlustrial Police for operation on Monday to- press their
and crime Mohd Ashrafuz- demand and left the high-
zaman said that some owners way at noon on Wednesday
did not open their factories for as the army and police as-
fear of unrest and manyothers sured them to get payment
pemained shut as they had no soon.
work. Workers of Skyline and
He said that additional Generation Next factories,
members from the police among others, went to the
and other law enforcement
agencies were deployed to
ensurs safety of the factories.
‘No untoward incident
happened today (Wednes-
day)," he said.
Bangladesh

(Garment

| Manufacturers and Export-
lers Association secretary ST

of the garden office, presid-, hﬂﬁAchm Bagum Kajli gatUNDcmce.
h Laksh.miNaidu.

s and bonuses by S
'If they fail to pay, tea

. factories but did not join pro-
duction,. The management
later declared holiday and
workers left the factories,
said the industrial police.
BGMEA officials said that
in Ashulia, one factory, An-
juman Design L.td, remained
shut under Section 13(1) of
the Bangladesh Labour Act.
New Age carrespond-
ent in Gazipur reported

“that several hundred peo-

ple blocked the Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway in the
district pressing several de-
mands.

Earlier, the protesters tar-
geted several factaries in the
Bogra Chowdhury Bari area,
throwing hrick chips and wg-
ing their fellow workers to join
the movement, which led to
the closure of several factories.

Gazipur industrial po-

lice superintendent Sarwar

Mathiura tea garden worE
rally for payment of ar

‘includmgﬂutstandmg wa.g- E’ﬁk&iﬂhﬂ[ﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬂﬂ@:—
dan,thesmdees
ers will hamegathsﬁn}na- ~ufmwmhst;. g

mnhng&muﬁahy
The three-point demands the f
Yok T toa- welkaps ‘ochide ﬁnﬁ o

Alam said that some 40

factories suspended produc-

tion amid unrest in that in-
dustrial zone.

September

Bul on September 29, the
factary authorities issued a
notice the pay-
ment date by thres months.

This - notice prompted
workers to take to the streets
once more, blocking the Na-
binagar-Chandra highway
on Monday morning, caus-
ing thousands of vehicles to
remain stranded for hours.

Bangladesh Workers'
Front in a statement on
Wednesday asked the gov-
ernment  fo |, settle  down

‘labour unrest through dia-

logue and not by using ex-
oas-sive force.

They also demanded
justice of the victim worker
who was killed in Ashulia
during the unrest.
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Ctg journos
demand

withdrawal
of ‘false’ cases

against them
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Journalists formed a human
chain yesterday in front of the
Chattogram Press Club, de- °
manding withdrawal of “false”
cases filed against them by An-
isuzzaman Ronny, the brother
of former land minister Saifuz-

zaman Jabed.

The hour-long event began
around 2:popm and ended with

arally.

Speakers at the event called
for a trial and re-investigation into S=TH] F& TEESR TH T Wﬁ |

the kidnapping of local journal- o @I orefa 913 =ar <09 7 | O

ist Golam Sarwar and demanded
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owners and try to mest
11, their legitimate demands if
) go necessary, but they did not :
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hnthehisﬁmnm -
11:30am as the !
authorities assured th

Durfngthnprmmf
ﬁccamema}au’mbmh
sides of the dur-
ing the time, wide- i
spread dmruptum and a
10-kilometre tailback.

- they rushed to the spot in
the morning and tried to
calm the protesters.

‘I assured the workérs
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Workers block N Nabinagar

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

. The protesting workers say they
have not received their salaries and
other henefits for the past.three
< months.ﬂesﬁtemalpmmisesd
payment, the factory management

shut down operations without fulfill-
ing their financial obligations.

Rakib, a factory worker, ex-
pressed the dire situation, saying, "It
is hard to survive without a month’s

salary, and we haven’t been paid fo

three months. The factory is closed.
The Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association
previously assured us, but no solu-
tion has been reached. We are going
through a very difficult time. Unless
the outstanding wages are paid, we

won't leave.”

An officer from the industrial po-

THE BUSINESS STANDARD
WEDNESDAY 23.10.2024

_ block
Nabinagar-
Chandra road
over unpaid
wages =

UNREST - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Workers of Generation Next, a
garment factory in Ashulia, yes-
terday blocked the Nabinagar-

. AR o 20 (31 Chandra road at the Baipayl
= k_mﬁ”Wﬁm e ST Tt intersection for a second consec-
T dfae g et 6 A1E6 R Rt utive day, demanding payment of
TR (TR ST TR | 7 W e their unpaid wages and henefits.
mmmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmwﬁ The protest began on Mon-
-ﬁmmmmml ] day at s0am, bringing traffic to a

standstill on the busy road, with
the Baipayl- Abdullahpur route
also affected.
 Officer-in-Charge of Savar
Highway Police Station Ayub Ali
said, “There is no traffic jam on
other roads except this one. Since
the road is blocked, we are advis-
ing vehicles to la.ke alternative
routes.”

T——

lice says, “The workers have mam
tained a continuous blockade since
Monday. We have tried to ne te
with them, but they insiﬂthq won't
leave the road until they receive their
due wages. Discussions are ongoing
with various parties fo mwlﬂ! the
issue.” i
“The faclory owners have fled,
and the factory is closed. The work-
ers are pramﬂng"h their unpaid
wages. Since the is on the
run, resolving the m has been
challenging. Hom our law en-
forcement agmr:les are continuing
- their efforts,” added Inspector (In-
vestigation) Md Kamal Hossain of
Ashulia police station.
The workers have made it clear
that they will not withdraw the
blockade until their dues are cleared.

T
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Our Correspondent -
Moulvibazar

THE tea workers of state-
owned National Tea Com-
pany wenl on a sirike
demanding arrears of six
weeks' wages.

The workers of 16 tea
plantations of the NTC
across the country went on
strike on Monday.

The agitating workers
gaid that they would not
join their work if they did
not get their wage arrears.

On Thursday, the tea
workers of Madhabpur tea
garden of Kamalganj upa-
zila in Moulvibazar dis-
trict observed the strike
programme for the fourth
consecutive day.

On the day, the workers
formed a human chain and

held a protest in front of

‘garden, said, ‘We

Tea workers of 12

the main gate of Madhab-
pur tea plantation factory

“at Kamalganj upazila,

They prolested under
the slogan ‘We are going to
starve, give us our wage ar-
rears.”

Panchayat head of Mad-
habpur tea garden Babul
Ahmed, panchayat mem-
bers Kantilal, Balram Cha-
gha and Suman, labour
leaders Biplab Nunia and
Nirmal Das, women lead-
er Sonamani Rajbangshi,
Jhumki Garh, Rekha Das,
Kumari Nuuia, Lalita Rajb-
har and others spoke at the
protest.

Malati Nunia, a woman
worker of Madhabpur tea
have
been staging protest for
four days. There is no food
in our house. Neither is
there any money.’

e 8
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Téa WorkeI'S On Strike TOI-

Dhana Bauri, president
of Manu Valley of the Bang-
ladesh Tea Workers Union,
said, ‘'The workers have
been staging the protest for
four days, Bul the owner
is nol paying the wages.,
If the authorities do not
meet our demands, we
will go for a tougher pro-
gramme.

Former general secretary
of Bangladesh Tea Work-
ers Union Rambhajan Kairi
said that the tea workers
under the control of Na-
tional Tea Company in
Moulvibazar district were

not geing to work from

Monday.

Workers in three other -

tea gardens of this compa-
ny located in the Habiganj
district are also not going
‘to work *for another three
to four days, Rambhajan
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in severe financial distress. We will not return 1o work
unless our outstanding wages are paid,” said Minotee
Bauri, a tea worker of Patrokhola Tea Garden.

—u

said, adding that six weeks'
wage arrears have not been

Workers are ready to go
to work if the company
authorities pay their wage
arrears today, the workers'
leader added.

General manager of the
NTC, Emdadul Haque,
said that they were making
every effort to pay wages to
the workers.

Due to the lack of com-
plete restructuring of their
board of directors, they are
facing problems in getting
loans from Bangladesh Ag-
ricultural Bank, the man-
ager added. '

The board of directors
will be fully reconstituted’
. soon, the GM said, adding

that they will be able to
pay the wages of the work-
ars as s00n as possible.

s

NTC operates a total 16 tea gardens nationwide,

gardens on strike
over arrears

3 Fry
-.NI

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moubibazar -

Sesianrnasrearesrasmia

tional Tea Company’s 12 tea gardens across
{:laoi.lliribaza.r have norl;ueal?t: a standstill after tea workers
announced an indefinite strike demanding payment of
mwm from 12 NTC tea plantations have been
abserving work abstentions since Monday, October 21,
afterlabour leaders fromdifferent gardensinKamalganj
upazila of the district met with representatives of the

Bangladesh

on the strike, : ‘
“Ourwages are pending for last five weeks, leaving us

employ around 17,000 workers, who havg an
addﬁi?gnlg‘ig.’iﬂ,{)ﬂﬂ individuals relying on their earnings.

Nipen Paul, general secretary of the tea '.\_forker_s'
union, said tea workers have neither been paid their
wages for five or six weeks, nor their provident fund
contributions being deposited.

Many tea workers, who are ill, have not been
receiving necessary medical treatment, he said. .

“Before the Durga Puja, discussions with NTC's
management led to a bonus payment of Tk 5,360 to
each worker. However, the management failed to keep
its promise to pay arrears for four weeks after the
festival,” he also said, adding that the company now

Tea workers

Haque warned

that

Tea Workers' Union on Sunday to decide

owes more than Tk 6,000
in arrears-Lo each worker.

Emdadul Haque, general
manager of NTC, said
cfforts are underway O
pay the workers but cited
challenges in securing loans
from the Krishi Bank due to.
incomplete restructuring of
their board.

He expressed hope that

39

a full management council
would be established soon,
which would enable them
1o resolve the crisis.

the strike could cause
significant losses since the
current production season
is critical.
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Minimum Wage
Board lacks data,
transparency: experts

?" [{ BUSI.’%’ESS REPOR[

The Mzmmum Wage Boand a government
regulatory  agency = responsible  for
recommending changes to the minimum

wage in different sectors, operates with -

limited data, which could lead to a lack
of transparency and fairness in the wage-
setting process, according to labour rights
activists:and experts.

“The board's data limitation complicates
assessments of employers’ ability to pay
and broader productivity issues,” said
Mostafiz Ahmed, associate professor of
social work at Jagannath University.

“The regulatory agency should establish
a ded:cated research wing to address
the issue,” Ahmed said at an event, titled
“Wage Determination Process of Minimum
Wage Board: Scope, Challenges and ;\Way
Forward”, organised by the Bangladesh
Institute” of Labour Studies (BILS) at The

ily Star Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

“In his keynote presentation, Ahmed said
that the wage-setting process may not have
transparency and fairness without clear
calculations and economic justifications.

This, he said, could lead to dissatisfaction
among both workers and employers.

The Minimum Wage Board, the statutory
body responsible for setting private sector
wages under the Bangladesh Labour Act
2006, receives and reviews feedback on
recommended wage rates for 42 sectors,
adjusting them as necessary.

According to different labour rights
organisations, there are around 6.50 crore
workers in these sectors.

However, the highest employing sector

in the country, agriculture, does not have a
determined minimum wage. Wages in local
farming are determined by the demand
and supply of labour, while other sectors
" show substantial minimum wage gaps.
‘Ahmed pointed ‘out that 20 of the 42
sectors have not seen regular wage increases
for periods ranging from 6 to 40 years.
“Two sectors have seen no revision in the

past 35 years, while wage revisions in eight -

* sectors have been overdue for 10-15 years,
and in 10 sectors for 6-9 years.”

He called for revising sectoral wages'

every five vears,

Experts pointed nut that 20 of

the 42 sectors have not seen
regular wage increases for -

periods ranging from 6

: to 40 years

Ahmed ‘also highlighted that the
Minimum® Wage ' Board’s workplace
inspections lack a standardised format.

Without consistent
inspections may be less effective and the
collectéd data might not provide a reliable

foundation for decision-making, he added.

Healso recommended expanding the
board's human resuurces to enable more
effective operations. - = |

He proposed several reforms, mcludmg
establishing a national minimum wage,
democratising the selection of M1mmum
Wage ~ Board representatives, -
criteria for independent members and

improving sectoral representation. andl

accountability.

’58-{ |

~informed.

‘as long, or even‘'more.!

guidelines, -

setting

Ahmed also recommended regular
wage reviews, fixed meeting schedules and
publishing proceedings -on the board’s
website to keep workers and stakeholders

He said that although the wage
announcement is supposed to come within
six monthsafter the formation of the wage
board, in this case it takes twice or thrice

Mokl Wl

In this case, the quutmn remains as

to what kind of policy determines the
‘selection of board members, he added.

Anwar Hossain, ‘vice-chairman of the

' BILS, said that the attitude of depriving

workers should be overcome, and their

* quality of life, economic empowerment,

market  conditions, price  increases,
and other factors should be taken inte
consideration.

Nazma Akter, a union leader in the
garment sector for more than 35 years

and now the president of the Sammilito

Garment Sramik Federation, said workers
cannot “be deprived of fair wages in
the name of prmectmg the industry’s
existence.

"She ‘said the government will have
to come forward to fix a living wage,
considering the participation of employers
and workers in the mumry s economic

“developmendt.

Mamunur Rashid, chairman of the
Minimum Wages Board, said the board has

‘to work within its limitations.

. ‘He -said that workers cannot uphold

“their rights as strongly as owners and that

owners should therefore be more worker-
friendly.
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Absence of lal ffamework hurtmg
careglvmg sector’s potential: ILO

Staff Correspandem ten characterised by ander
disparities, with women dis-
Pproportionately represented
in low-pa:d and msecuru
roles: 5

Addre§mngthesg mgqual

: :hes is Bssenua.'l for creating

icant challenges, including -a more aqu,ltdble workforce,

msufficient investment .and as highlighted in the report

m __incomplete legislative prcscnte;l oanuasdam dur-

BAN(JiADESII’S ‘Caregiving
sector has the potential to
create about seven' million
new jobs by 2035, but the ©
sector has been. facmg signif-

framewark for care work, ac- - it n celebrating
sording to an International -theInt rnational Day of Care
Lab” " Organisation study.  and Support

It _aid that formally. rec-
)gnising care workers as
egitimate \mrham through

The ILO. and .the - Bang-
ladesh Institute. of Labour
Srudles ]omﬂy mgamsad the

hem t6 organise, ‘engage in.
abour  rights discussions,
ind advocate: for improved
vorking conditions.

The study identified that

& y 1 .
the Hotel- Ho];day Innin Ihe
capital Dhaka, -

Jagannath Umversu} as-
sociale professor Mustafiz

an.s Gf the study, which
showed - that .temporary
employment was the most
common form in the coun-
slry's caregiving sector, con-
;Siltutmg 486 per cent of
“positions, while permanent
employment followed, mak-
ing up 38.2 per cent.

The survey .was con-
ducted in Dhaka and Chatto-
gram, covering a sample size
of 212 participanis across
various occupations, mclud-
ing domestic work; nursing,
hea]_fhcare childcare and el-

required to work: lunger
hours without _proper_over-
time provisions...’

Amung those who do Te-

cent work more than two
extra hours, while 36.4 per
cent are not compensated at
the required ‘twice the nor-
mal rate for overtime, the
‘study found.

Accordmﬂ io the raporl;.,-_
- appmxumtel} 39.6 per cent -

of workers: reported experi-
encing job expulsion with-
out prior notice, with do-
mestic workers (45 per cent)
and healthcare workers' (52

‘per cent) particularly ‘vul-

nerable to'this issue, ’

©In instances of job.expul-.
... sion, 36 per cent of workers
hat never receive their entitled

benefits, while 33.3 per cent.

receive them only some-
Hmes, it found.

The report also identifigd *

that . workers  encountered

he caregiving sector was of-

Continued from E1 b
. Domestic_-Workers Pro—
tection and Welfare Policy,
had not been fully enacted,
leaving many workers, par-
ticularly domestic workers,
without legal protections.
Al the meeting, childcare
worker Kohinur. Akter stat-
ed that despite working for
many years, her employers
had not provided her mtb
an appointment letter <

An elderly care workez

‘Momin Uddin said that he

was working over the years
without any leave.
‘If I took leave for two or

three days due to' personal .

reasons or illness, my ‘em-
ployer deducted my wages
for those days,” he said.
Sumaya Akter, a nurse,
mentioned that she -had
been working for six years
at 'a healthcare | centre,
where she ‘worked from
morning until night,” but
the authorities did not ac-
count for overtime for her

&hmed presented thF' ﬁnd

extra hours

. Josna * Akter, a home
worker, said that they often

faced harsh behaviour and
even torture from the:r em-
ployers.

‘Despite ‘its am;wtal im-
portﬂnl:e care work .re-
mains .undervalued, fre-
queutly lacking fair “wages,

protections, _and ‘recogni-
tion, paﬂlculaﬂy for wom-

en who predommantlv

‘occupy these roles under

informal -and. challenging
cundltmns, ILO  country
director Tuomc P:milamen
said. =i 2
‘He sa.ld t.hat wz.thout ad
equate support from em-

ployers and the government '

— such as maternity leave,
healthcare, and -childcare
— both worker' productiv-
ity and household finances
were adversely affected.

As ‘care nesds continue

to expand and diversify,

the care economy holds sig-
nificant potential for gen-

388

ceive overtime pa}', 63.6 per

. erating employment in the. workers.

coming years, Tuomo said.

According to the ILO
findings, the share of wom-
en outside the labour force

in Bangladesh due to care
_respons:hlhtlas -decreased

from 81 per cent in 2017 to
68 per cent in 2022,
_Alongside. mcreasmg Lit-

'_ieracyrﬁxpk Tet 'ci.ngmatern

nal and child mortality, and

uﬁpmvmg gender parity in

primary education, Bangla-
desh has prioritised achiev-
ing gender equality in la-
bour farce participation.
Women ‘and children af-
fairs - ministry additional
secretary Tania ‘Khan ac-
knowledged that care work
shiould have a legal defini-
tion, along with legal provi-
sions to protect care work-
BIS. - BLLCTH R 25
"She said that care-relat-
ed provisions should be
integrated 'into the :social
protection framework ‘for
all workers, including care

mgmﬁ-:am nsk in the work—

p]a::e mcludmg exposure ti
diseases and viruses (57.

per cent), physical hazard:
(30.1 per cent) and potentia

.m]um}s hke hum.-s (173 pe
“'cent).
.=+ 0Only, 39 2 par cent of om

ployers provided all worker:
with. information’ about oc
‘Cupational Ttisks, while 2z
per cent did. not, and 36.7
per cent of worke-r*; weTe (-
certain.

Personal - ' protective

- equipment was provided ‘tc
-all workers by 50.9 per ceni

of employers whereas 27 .4
per cent did not offer PPE,
and 17 per cent of workers
was unaware of its availabil-
Jt_v the report said. .

It $aid that the key poli-
mes. ‘such as the National

BILS executive director
Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed,
SKOP. leader Razekuzza-
_man_ Ratan, the ‘National
Coordination - . Committ
- Workers',,
G_'hairman Badal Khan and
director
Yesmin, © among
spoke at the event.

tiee
Education

Nazma

others,




