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Jy ANGLADESH'S economy has
seen remarkable growth over
recent decades, largely driven by

the ready-made garment (RMG) .,
industry. This sector alone accounts = "¥&4%
for well over 80 per cent of the coun- digital
try's export earnings, employs mil- considerable promise.

lions, and has established Bangladesh ~ The IT sector, including software

as a global manufacturing hub. development, business process out-

However, Bangladesh's heavy sourcing (BPO), and freelancing has

reliance on RMG poses several risks, already demonstrated its growth

du;ciudmg fluctuations in global potential, with annual revenue increas-

mand, increased competition from ing steadily. Expanding and investing
other low-cost producers, and pressure in IT and digital services could ereate
to improve labour conditions and envi- high-paying jobs, bring in valuable for-
ronmental standfu_'ds. For sustained ejgn exchange, and reduce the econo-
growth and resilience, Bangladesh my's vulnerability to fluctuations in
diversification strategies that opem  Another promising sector for
new export and economic expansion Bangladesh is agriculture and agro-
avenues. : processing. Although agriculture has

The RMG sector has undeniably historically been one of the country’s

played a central role in Bangladesh's primary industries, it has yet to fully

development. It has-pmmd_esi signifi- exploit its potential in the interna-
cant employment opportunities, espe- tional market. Agricultural products
cially for women, lifted millions of like jute, fish, vegetables, and spices

families out of poverty, and con-
tributed to improved social indicators
across the country. However, the over-
whelming reliance on a single industry
has also created vulnerabilities.
Bangladesh's economy remains
exposed to global economic shifts, as
seen during the COVID-19 pandemic
when demand for apparel plummeted,
and many facrories faced closures.
Additionally, increased automation
and technological advancements in
garment manufacturing pose chal-
|lenges as developed countries and
competitors
Cambodia continue to invest in robot-
ics, artificial intelligence, and more
efficient manufacturing technologies.
These advancements could diminish
Bangladesh's cost advantage in the
coming years, pushing the country to
rethink its economic strategy.
To reduce its dependence on the
RMG industry, Bangladesh must
diversify its export basket and explore
other sectors that can drive future
economic growth. One potential area
is the information technoloev and

A diversified export
~sector will reduce
gtthe country's

| m ' t shifts, create
' new employment

like Vietnam and |

| opporunities,and

are in substantial demand globally.
Bangladesh can expand its export
pase in this sector by investing. in
. modern farming techniques, ensur-
ing product quality, and promoting
agro-processing industries.

" Additionally, increased focus on
organic and sustainable farming could
attract new markets, especially in
Europe and North America, where
consumers are increasingly drawn to
sustainable and ethically sourced
products. Developing the agro-pro-
cessing - industry would diversify
exports, create jobs, especially in rural
areas, and enhance food security.

The pharmaceutical industry in
Bangladesh is another sector that
shows significant potential.
Bangladesh's well-established phar-
maceutical industry already meets
most of the domestic drug demand
and has begun exporting to various
countries. With the impending patent
expirations on a range of drugs. g,l_gg

ally, Bangladeshi pharmaceutical
companies can capture a larger share
of the global market by producing
generic medicines. .

Investments in research and devel-
opment, quality control, and regulato-
ry compliance are essential to seize
this opportunity. If developed effec-
tively, the pharmaceutical sector could
become a significant economic growth
and export revenue driver, further
decreasing reliance on RMG.

The electronics and light engineer-
ing sectors could also be crucial in

Friday | November 1, 2024

beyond RMG

ports

diversifying Bangladesh's export base.
“The local demand for electronics, such
as smartphones, televisions, and home
appliances, has surged in recent years,
leading to the establishment of several
domestic electronics manufacturers.
With sufficient investment, these com-
panies could also target export mar-
kets. Bangladesh could emerge as a
regional electronics and light engineer-
ing player by focusing on quality
improvement, branding, and cost
competitiveness. Furthermore, estab-
lishing a robust supply chain within
the country would reduce dependency
on imported raw materials and sup-
port domestic industries.

Bangladesh's geographic location
also presents opportunities to estab-
lish itself as a regional trade and
logistics hub. Positioned between
India and China, with access to the
Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh is ideally
situated for trade with South and
Southeast Asia,

Investing in ports, airports, and
road infrastructure could turn
Bangladesh into a critical logistics and
transhipment centre, facilitating
regional and global trade. Enhanced
trade connectivity would promote
“export_diversification. sunnor local
businesses, and foster regional eco-
nomic integration.

Bangladesh will need a strategic
policy shift to achieve export diversifi-
cation and sustainable growth.
Government support in the form of
incentives, subsidies, and regulatory
reforms will be crucial to encouraging
investment in  new  sectors
Educational reforms that align with
the needs of emerging industries are
also essential. This will ensure a
skilled workforce that adapts to and
supports a diversified economy.
Building strong public-private partner-
ships, encouraging foreign direct
investment, and streamlining bureau-
cratic processes will be necessary to
create a conducive environment for
new industries.

Environmental considerations must
also guide future economic develop-
ment. Industries like RMG have had
significant ecological impacts, includ-
ing pollution and high water usage.

Moving forward, Bangladesh
should prioritise sustainable prac-
tices and invest in green techmolo-
gies to reduce environmental dam-
age and enhance the appeal of its
products in environmentally con-
scious markets. Integrating sustain-

ability into the diversification strate-.

oV

gy will protect natural resources and
align Bangladesh's economy with
global trends toward sustainable

- [IRErTea, IR, o1
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garment workers

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Poor financial and digital literacy
among  garment = workers in
Bangladesh coupled with a lack of
supportive policies and related data
are the main barriers for improving
financial inclusion for this segment,
according to experts.

Besides, the absence of formal
employvment contracts and
prevalence of informal payment
channels for garment workers are the
other roadblocks to improving their
financial inclusion.

These comments came at a
roundtable, styled  “Improving
Financial Health of RMG Workers in
Bangladesh: Policy Frameworks and
Future Pathways", :

The event was jointly organised
The Daily Star and Sarathi, a project of
Swisscontact Bangladesh that works
for improving the financial health of
local garment workers, at The Daily
Star Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

Sajid Amit, director of the Center
for Enterprise and Society (CES) at the
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh
(ULAB), said hnancial inclusion

ent workers has yet to

among :
reach its full potential. :
In his presentation, ttled

“Stitching Financial Health for a
Resilient Future: Policy Brief on
Improving Financial Health of RMG
Workers in Bangladesh”, he informed
that 70 percent of garment workers
use mobile inancial services (MFS).
However, challenges persist in

improving their financial inclusion
through MFS as only 30 percent of
the workers own smartphones and
have aceess o the internet.
Meanwhile, it was found |.h_a(
45 percent of them have security
concerns about digital transactions.
Amit also informed that while
nano loans and earned wage access
solutions have gained popularity
“among garment workers, their iimitefi
smartphone ownership, low credit
gcore and other hurdles are preventing
them from availing these facilities.
~ Moreover, garment workers are
largely unable to visit bank branches
during operating hours due to
demanding factory schedules, which
! is why their banking activities are
typically limited to fund withdrawals,
depaosits or transfers, he added.

Experts attend a roundtable styled “improving Financial Health of RMG

Workers in Bang|

— R

adesh: Policy Frameworks and Future Pathways”

clusion among
low: Experts

at The

Daily Star Centre in Dhaka yesterday.
~ During the presentation, thé “Thisone of the reasons why
speakers said that access to loans is financial inclusion has not
one of the main draws for financial improved among garment
inclusion as people often turn to workers," he added.
external financing for large expenses.  Stressing the need
However, most female garment for a legal framework
workers face communication barriers to - facilitate  financial
that make it difficult for them to inclusion, Mohammad
understand the products being offered. Rashed, president of Digital
Also, the absence of formal FinanceForum Bangladesh,

| employment contracts means that said related policymakers’
nd stakeholders should be.

it is nearly impossible for garment 2
workers to secure bank loans. knowledgeable to this end.
Against this backdrop, Md Arfan _ Mosleh Saad Mahmud,
Ali, chairman of Zaytoon Business the head  of  cash
Solutions, said bank policies in this Management and liability
regard are not aligned with the Marketing — at  Dhaka
interests ol marginalised people. Bank, said the process
of improving financial
inclusion among garment
workers should start from

the banking sector.

But when the banks
assess workers’ eligibility
for loans, they do not get
the required information
due to the lack of relevant
data,such asthe applicant’s
creditworthiness, he added.

— L

Md Forhad Mahmud,
head of mobile banking
division and financial
inclusion at Dutch Bangla
Bank, said they facilitate
the salary payments of 2.5
million workers through
their MFS service “Rocket”,

However, the account
holders limit their activities
to only basic -transactions
for a lack of financial and
digital literacy, he added.

Rumana A Tulee,
assistant vice president of
the agent banking division at
Bank Asia, said four factors
— accessibility, convenience,
supportive products and
financial liveracy — should
be improved to [facilitate
financial  inclusion  of
workers.

Rashadul Islam, senior
assistant  vice president
of Dhaka Bank, said the
process and cost of access
to finance should be made
easier and more affordable
for garment workers,

o8 |
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Apparel brands, buyers’ role urged

FE REPORT

Multinational enterprises (MNEs),
brands and buyers should play an
active role in ensuring human rights,
health and occupational safety for
workers in the garment industry by
adhering to the principles of interna-
tional business responsibility, speakers
at a roundtable said on Thursday.

They also emphasised the active role
of trade unions in facilitating communi-
cation with brands and buyers.

Trade unions can leverage human
rights due diligence instruments to hold
the brands and buyers accountable for
their business operations in the country’s
ready-made garment sector, they added.

Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies
(BILS) organised the roundtable titled
'Aduanang Human Rights Due
Diligence in Bangladesh's RMG sector:
Responsibilities on MNEs and Scope of
Trade Union' in the aty.

Chaired by BILS vice chairman
Anwar Hossain, the event was presided
over by its advisory council member
Badal Khan. Lahour leaders and repre-
sentatives from the government,

. BGMEA and BKMEA attended the
event. Aurangzeb Akand, Assistant
Professor of Criminology and Police
Science Department of Maulana
Bhasani University of Science and
Technology, presented the findings of a
study.

The study focused on the basic
understanding of the Human Rights
Due Diligence (HRDD) concept and
its applicability m the context of the

RMG industry in Bangladesh, particu-
larly from the perspective of trade
unions.

It Identified HRDD as a manage-
ment tool that allows enterprises to
uphold their responsibility to respect
human rights in their business opera-
tion according to the UNGP, ILO
MNE Declaration, OECD MNE
Guidelines. and EU CSDDD.

The study outlined the major responsi-
bilities of brands and buyers to respect
and protect the human rights of workers
and their suppliers in Bangladesh, with
an analytical presentation of the effective
remedy mechamism in line with the rec-
ognized HRDD instruments.

The study emphasized how social
partners, particularly trade unions in the
RMG industry, can utilize HRDD
instruments to advocate for accounta-
bility among brands and buvers regard-

in ensuring rights of Workers

ing their business operations in the sec-
1o

Labor leaders stressed the need to
simplify the process of implementing
human riphts by integrating the code of
conduct and called for effective enforce-
ment of labor laws.

Counsellor at the Danish Embassy
Ole Justin, IO Country Programme
Manager Mohammad Anis, BILS
Executive Director Syed Sultan Uddin
Abhmed, H&M Program Manager
Pradeep Gabriel, Country Manager of
ETI Abeel Bin Amin, Ashfiq Ahmed of
Fairware Foundation, Abhijit Mutsuddi
of RMG Sustainable Council and
labour leaders Rajekuzzaman Ratan,
Naemul Ahsan Jewell, Shahidullah
Badal, China Rahman, AA Faiz
Hossain and Nurul Islam spoke at the
roundtable.

mumni_fe(@yahoo. comt

USAID, PVH and CARE partner rto
create sustamable future for

___THEBUSINESS STANDARD

FRIDAY 01.11.2024

women in RMG sector

RMG - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

USAID's Women Thrive in Bangladesh
project convened a roundtable recently,
highlighting the importance of creating a
supportive work environment for women
workers in the ready-made garment sec-
tor by providing mote resources and as-
sistance to sustain their employment.

- The roundtable titled “Building a Sus-
tainable Future for Women in the Ready-
made Garment Sector” was held at the
Hotel Radisson Blu Dhaka on 28 October.

Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Te-

search director of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue, delivered the keynote speech
attheevent. -

Over the last four decades, the EMG
sector has created significant employ-
ment opportunities for women, helping
drive social change. Nonetheless, chal-
lenges like traditional gender norms,
burden of unpaid care work, lack of gen-
der-friendly working conditions in some
factories, and limited job security and age
barriers hinder the long-term career pros-
pects for female garment workers.

As a result, the proportion of female
workers has declined to less than 55% of
the total workforce in the garment indus-

try, impacting their economic empower-
ment and overall well-being.

During the roundtable, participants
discussed the importance of empower-
ing women with new skills and creating
women-friendly workplaces to boost
productivity, worker well-being, gender
equality, and the industry’s sustainable
growth,

The programme was presided over by
Ramesh Singh, regional director, CARE
Asia, ;

Blair King, deputy director of USAID's
Offfice of Democracy, Human Rights, and
Governance; Bushra Binte Baten, corpo-

rate responsibility manager, PVH Corp;

[°¢ |

eral, Department of Inspection for Fac
tories and Estsblishments; SM Anamul
Hoque, director, Depariment of Lahour;
Mohammed Hatem, president, BKMEA;
Vidiya Ameit Khan, deputy managing di-
rector, Desh Group of Companies and for-
mer dizecsor, BOMEA: Syed Sultan Uddin
Ahmed, chairman, Workers Rights Re-
fnunCm:ﬂmtmdmctm.
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Global buyers push

for better labour
situation

MONIRA MUNNI

Global buyers of Bangladeshi apparel have called for
improved law and order, and labour situation to fully utilise
the country's competitive edges like huge capacity and low
cost.

According to many of them, huge production capacuy
and low cost are among the smength of Bangladesh's gar-
ment industry for which apparel buyers are sourcing from
the country though prevailing labour unrest in the country’s
major industrial belts is still a challenge.

A four-decades-old Bangladesh's garment industry is a
—_—-_""",' matured one and it needs to

by o

3 . address labour grievances and
. Gnes improve ties between woarkers

and owners to close the gap, said

Sﬂspeﬂd Fisur Rahman, HAM regional

country manager for

Bpe atlﬂn Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Ethiopia.

due to Labour-related issues or

hho'llr demands should be settled in the

table, he said while addressing a

unrest panel discussion at the two- day

'Bangladesh Denim Expo' that
e kicked off at International

Convention City Bashundhara in the city on Monday.

Bangladesh Apparel Exchange organised the 17th edi-
tion of the show to showcase Bangladesh's dynamic denim
industry, bringing together over 44 exhibitors from different
countries, including Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, China,
Turkey, Spain and Italy.

Mr Rahman also called for investing in mid-level man-
agement and embracing modern technology

Bangladesh is far behind in terms of innovation and
development of products, except a few, based on design
and trend, he said, explaining that Turkey comes up 1o his
company with its latest development while the simsation is
reverse for Bangladesh as the latier = ready o produce
what buyers ask for.

Anather official from an EU-based buyer told the FE

that despite all existing challenges, Bangladesh has huge

RS BT T
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Tea production takes

hit from bad weather

MINTU DESH‘WAEA

Tll muduc.uon in Bangladesh will llkely
decline this year due to adverse weather,
namely sporadic burstsof rain and subsequent
flooding, according to market players,
Heavy rains eroded the topsoil, washed
fertilisers and increased pest infestations
during the budding period of tea plants, they
said.
As a result, experts predict a 10 percent
decrease in production compared to that last

year.

Daia of Bangladesh Tea Association (BTA)
and Bangladesh Tea Board (BTB) show that
the rains began in February.

And although producers initially viewed
it as beneficial, the recurrent heavy rainfall
ultimately harmed cultivation.

Besides, overcast conditions left the
ground excessively damp amid insufficient
sunlight, ailowmg pests such as red spider
mmsm

poor environment  significantly
wealamed the tea plants and thereby led to
reduced budding, impacting the vyields of
many tea gardens in major pmducing areas,
such as Moulvibazar in Sylhet.

Ag per the BTA and BTB data, this year's
production target is 10.8 million kilogrammes
{kes). Now though, the feasibility of this goal has
been thrown into doubt for these challenges.

The total tea production stood at about
4.95 million kgs as ofScprmber“Iule it was
5.47 million kgs by the same time last year,

Also, the country’s overall lea vields
reached 10.29 million kgs by the end of 2023,
which is 900,000 kgs more than the current
production target.

Nomita Bauri, who works at a tea garden in
Moulvibazar, said the heat at her plantation
has been unprecedented this year despite the
recurrent rain. ,

“The leaves have hardened so I struggle to
pick even 15 kgs per day even though I would
typically harvest up to 60 kgs daily at this

time each year,” she said,

Other tea workers share Nomita's plight as
high temperatures and unfavourable rainfall
stunted the plant’s ability to produce new leaves,

Workers also noted a decline in water
levels in lakes and other reservoirs used
for irrigation, further compounding the
problem. Moreover, the increase in red spider
mite infestations means they are picking
significantly less tea.

According to Md Anisur Rahman,
a meteorologist at the Sreemangal
Meteorological Office, the district saw rainfall
of 2.716 metres from January to September
this year compared to 2.009 metres at the
same time last year.

Bangladesh produced 10.29
million ammes ol tea
in 2023, which is 900,000
kilogrammes more than this
year’s production target,
according to Bangladesh Tea
Association and Bangladesh
Tea Board

PR
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Golam Mohammad Shibli, general manager
of Finlay Tea Company and chairman of the
BTA's Sylhet branch, said although sufficient
rain was essential for tea, adequate sunshine
is equally important.

*Current production is 10 percent below
normal. We might be able to recover some
losses if we get the right balance between sun
and rain, but not all,” he added.

He also noted concerns about thé quality
of tea coming from North Bengal and issues
with tea being smuggled into Bangladesh,
which negatively impacts auction prices.

Shamim Ahmed Chowdhury, manager of
Shirajnagor Tea Garden, said tea production
was projected to decline this year due to a
series of adverse weather conditions.

“The rainfall has nearly doubled compared

to last year, with four instances of flooding
alongside unusually high temperatures,” he
added.

Against this backdrop, Chowdhury also
predicted that overall tea production would be
about 10 percent less compared to last year.

AKM Rafiqul Haque, director of the
BTA’s Project Development Unit, said high
temperatures and heavy rain hindered tea plants’
ahility to photosynthesise and produce buds.

DrWahiduzzaman, head of the Department
of Food Engineering and Tea Technology
at the Shahjalal University of Science and
Technology, said climate. change has become
a thorn in the side for tea grawers.

*At a time when the gardens are supposed
to be covered with green leaves, almost every
garden is burning due to drought. Attention
should be paid to innovating in harmony with
the environment,” he added.

Wahiduzzaman also said many countries
have developed tea varieties that are suitable
for their climate.

“But it did not happen here. So, we need to
do more research,” he added.

M Shab Alam, chairman of the board of
trustees of a BCS provident fund of the BTA,
said many tea gardens were closing down,
signilicantly impacting overall rea production.

“When gardens shut down, female workers
suffer while men usually have alternative
options for employment. So, it is crucial to
support this sector, which sustains about
700,000 people,” he said.

Alam also informed that rising gas and
electricity prices are créating more challenges
in production.

*Currently, the cost to produce tea is Tk230
per kg while the auction price has dropped to
Tk 211 per kg. So, we will face greater losses if
cannot mnanage these issues,” he said.

“Therefore, itisessential for the government
to focus on this sector. [ urge the gmmndent
to provide agricultural loans with interest of
up to 4 percent to help sustain the tea sector,”
Alam added.
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potential and opportunity to
get more work orders -as
there is hardly other destina-
tions that come up with such
large capacity and low cost.

The representative said
law and order situation must
be improved further and
labour-related issues should
be addressed to sustain the
growth and bag more orders.

A buyer representative
said that in the long run the
labour unrest might have a
negative impact on buyers'
confidence and if any buyer
shift orders, it is difficult to
bring back which according
to the official might need at
least three years.

None of the buyers, how-
ever, have shifted their
orders from Bangladesh dur-
ing the student uprising and
the labour unrest, they
claimed.

Meantime, at least 30 gar-
ment factories in Ashulia,
‘Savar and Gazipur industri-
al belts suspended opera-
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Global buyers push for |

various
demands cspe.’:la.l]y for
unpaid wages, hike in annu-
al pay and other allowances.

Talking to the FE, partici-
pants at the show said they
are getting good response
from buyers.

The H&M country man-
ager told the FE that exports
in September 2024 was high-
er than that in September
2023.

Speaking at the panel dis-
cussion, Showkat Aziz
Russel, president  of
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association, said he can see
a good prospect provided
with uninterrupted gas sup-
ply.

Citing data, he said some
%22 billion have so far been
invested in the country's pri-
mary textile sector that can
produce 55 million yards of
denim fabric a month.

According to data com-
piled by the BGMEA based
on eurostat, Bangladesh
fetched $571.99 million

from denim products ship-

Janvary-June period of
2024, marking a 5.29-per-
cent growth over the corre-
sponding period of 2023,

Turkey and Pakistan are
second and third largest
denim exporter to the EU.

Turkey recorded 6.18-per-
cent negative growth to fetch
$464.66  million and
Pakistan earned $340.76
million marking 2.51-per-
cent growth there.

Bangladesh's denim
exports to the US during the
first half of the current cal-
endar year, however, record-
ed 4.30-percent negative
growth and earned $281.70
million, according to
OTEXA data.

Mexico, second largest
denim exporter to the US,
recorded a 4.92-percent
decline during the period to
fetch $297.64 million while
Pakistan, third largest,
marked 11.99-percent
growth to the USA and
earned $184.73 million dur-
ing the January-June period
of 2024.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Jetter SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2024,
MIRPUR CLASH

11 RMG
workers
sent to jail
so far

Staff Correspondent

AT LEAST 11 readymade gar-
ment workers had so far been

‘amrested and sent to jail in

comnection with setting fire
to army jeep and a police van
during a clash in the capital’s
Mirpur on Thursday.

Bhashantek police sta-
tion officer-incharge Faisal
Ahmed said that they sent
five people to the court on
Saturday, and the court sent
them to jail.

‘The army held three peo-
ple and handed over to us.
We also arrested two people.
Earlier, we sent six people to
the court on Friday, the OC
said, adding lhat the number
of arrested over the incident
rose to 11 so far.

On Friday, the police fled
two with Bhashantek
and Kafrul police stations
against 1,100 unnamed gar-
ment workers on the alle-
gations of obstructing the
members of law enforcement
agencies from performing their
duly during the three-hour
clashes on the Kachukhet road
in Mirpur-14 area.

About 450-500 unnamed
RMG workers were made ac-
cused in the case filed with
the Bhashantek police sta-
tion, and 500-600 unnamed
were made accused with Ka-
frul police station, according
to police officials.

Kafrul police station offic-
er-in-charge Kazi Golam Mo~
stafa said that none was ar-
rested so far in the case filed
with the police station.

The Inter Services Pub-
lic Relation directorate in a
press release on Friday said
that they had held three mis-
creants in connection with
the Mirpur-14 violence and
handed over to Bhashantek
police station.

The arrested are Rilat. Hri-
doy and Yasin

The ISPR also said that

continue drive against those
for setting fire to amy v
hicle, cresting feor among
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| ;warkplace accidents in arrears lmmediately

THEmmmm meachanisms to stup warkplacé ac: N | o
mm and consequent death and injurles is deplorable. When mm;wﬁn:d wﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁiﬁi“@ 17,000
there hardly goes a day without workplace accidents that do ot | workers of 16 tea plantations of the National Tea Company
olaim lives of workers, the authorities appear to be nonchalant  across the country have been on strike since October 21. The
towards the e, Wh'm Is & major reason Bangladesh is con- wnﬁ-aers formed human chans, held protests and urged the
Wﬁﬂ Wﬂmmﬁd on Nmbara after a beam Uf an un~ hH}f 'ﬂhﬂﬂm authoﬂtles BISO a.ssured thﬂl'ﬂ to paytheir dues
iction establishment collapsed on them in Patuakhali. iﬁﬂﬁ'&ﬂl’& b&fﬂ!’& Durga Puja. But they have ot yet been paid
Witnesses say that there were no safety measures. Besides the _tneir dues. The Bangladesh Tea Workers Union says that tea
deplorable abserice of effective mechanisms to address the ISSU€ yoriers receive what can hardly be called a survival wage, and
on part of the authorities, a general disregard for worker safety - not getting wages for six weeks has exacerbated thair situation.
among employers and even workers has contributed tosuch 8 hjg js, moreover, not the first time that the workers of the state-
precarious state. Lack of workplace safety appears to have be-  gwned tea company face such a situation. In the first week of
come the norm. A recent survey report by the Safety and Rights . september, the tea workers took to the streets, démanding their
Society says that workplace death increased by 22 per cent in the wages unpaid for three weeks. Workers also complain tha the
halféfmz-d from that '”thq same period of 2023. At}east company often suspends workers' rations and their access to
475 workers died and many more became Injured in 420 work: . yreatment. The heaith centres do not often have medicines. In
place acoidents across the country in January-June. The number aqgition, for 15 months, access to their provident fund has aiso
oqurkpiﬁaedeathwasssglnthesamepenodln 2093 - baanrestdcwd
- Thisis gravely concerning because while workplace accidents . tne authorities, which-earlier sought to explain the delay
nsequent death and Injurles have continued to increase. payment by saying that the pending restructuring and
W?aar, all that the authorities have come up with are mere hﬂm&ﬂtumﬂ of the board of directors had caused the delay
“promises, Workplace death registered a 48 percentrise in - aq 4t g ynable to get bank loans, are reported to have said that
2023, when, as the Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health the Issue will be addressed soon as the company now has a
and Emlmmaﬂt Foundation report seys, at least 323 workers new ‘chairman, The authorities are also reported to have asked
died in the formai sector and 1,103 workers died in the ’“f""““’. local administration for an aliccation of 30 kilograms of VGF
sector in workplace accidents. In 2022, 152 workersdied in  piee for each worker. Altriough assuring, such explanations
the formal sector and 815 workers died in the informal sector in and measures are unacceptable. The NTC cannot deny the-
such acoidents. Occupational safety has, in fzctf always beena - \oners their due wages for bureaucratic reasons. What is
m&mﬁer ?}g mag:;r;ﬂawc&;m;m an‘:tish:: parlfwlarly worrying is that irregular payment of wages and
ars e it 116 ﬁ m;’;fm G e s m‘;‘“ "% employment benefits hias becorme characteristi of the tea
Jehed by the i o Tate i Confederitio he"- F'”m industry. In March, tea workers of the Kuchai tea garden in
Bar ﬁ bf S amang thamwmst o';luogtnes fnrin rkeis f:rs BT;;“ Moulvibazar abstained from work over the announcement ofa
“ Ihne )Eﬂ s since 2017, The 2024 index specifies a severe - reduced fesﬁval allowance. In July’2023, workers at Imam and
o : Bhabani Tea Garden went on strike with five-point demands

lack of e safety measures, violent r&praaaion of worker . -
HSVOEERtS. /rftss de '"E % that included the payment of their wage and festival allowance,
el anias CE ok josien end the raimbursement of the: praﬂdant fund and their house rent

m%;w&mﬁﬁrﬂhﬁgﬁ g and medical allowances. Tea workers also do not receive 5 per
mg is the lack of averstgﬁt i the Informail sector, whare -_qgmw the net profit of the previous year of the company that
mmam hmm and mrkplaoe accldents Ebﬂunﬂ tﬂﬁ? m fﬂl’. in lﬂe&plng with ﬂ'IB labour law and ﬂ"l'ﬂ Workers'

" The euﬂiorlﬁas should, therefore, attend to the issues that " Welfare Foundation Act. Besides and above all, the daily wage of
}ant'lbuheq to an alarming state of workplace safety. The ;rk 170 for m_g mrhers is inadequate amidst unprecedented food
and put in m‘:mﬁiﬁmmﬁ e The Natbm Tea Company rnust therefore, immediately pay.:
accidents victims. The government aiso needs to ensure labour the workers their dues in arrears and must ensure that such

tieiayln payment does not happen again, The government st
rights Ifnplﬁ.'l | I meworks,
gmg related ntﬂ:ﬁu?:;hp;w e S ~ address tea workers' grievances, take initiatives to protect their

r@ﬂs andseta living wage for them.
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Bangladesh to amend labour

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Bangladesh has committed to amending its
labour law by March next year to align it with
international standards and meet the 18 point
demand raised by workers in September this

year.

The country made this pledge at the
352nd session of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) Governing Body, held from
Oclober 28 to November 7 in Geneva, according
to Labour and Employment Secretary AHM
Shafiquzzaman,

“We have already begun working on
fulfilling the 18 point demand we committed
to the workers in September during the labour
unrest in the industrial sector,” Shafiquzzaman
told The Daily Star vesterday over the phone
from Geneva,

The secretary said nearly all the 18 demands
have already been met, except lor two -
amending the labour law and reviewing annual
increments, as union leaders sought an annual
increase more than the current 5 percent.

A tripartite commitree is currently working
on possible amendments to the law, including
easing trade union rules and documentation
requirements, he added.

The ILO Governing Body is the executive
body of the ILO. It meets three times a year:
in March, June and November. It takes
decisions on ILO pob=7, sets the agenda for the
International Laboar Conference, adopts the

10 the Conference and elects the director-

general, according to the ILO.
At the ILO Governing Body meeting,

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul also committed to
reviewing the blacklisting of workers
based on biometric attendance and
ending assaults and harassment of
workers in the workplace, according
to a statement from the office of the &
permanent mission of Bangladesh in
Geneva..

Besides, the law adviser assured
the Governing Body council members
that the government has been
working to resolve police cases filed |
against workers for their involvement
in wage hike demonstrations last
year, the statement added.

The Minimum Wage Board, a

ernment  regulatory  agency
responsible  for  recomm
changes to the minimum wage, has |
also submitted a propasal to the
Ministry of Labour and Employment |
to amend the labour law and update
its provisions.

The board suggested that the
ministry amend the labour law to
ensure strict implementation of wage

.’

the proposal.

law by Ma

~  Wishing anonymity, an official of

the board said incidents of labour

unrest often take place after factory
owners [ail to timely implement wage
structures and rSs.
Amending the labour law is a long
overdue issue in Bangladesh. [ast
December, the president returned
the "Bangladesh Labor (Amendment)
Bill-2023" unsigned, citing the need
for further amendments to certain
key clauses.
International bodies like the
FEuropean Union (EU), the ILO, global
iclothing retailers and brands, North
|American clothing retailers and
{brands,. and the US. government
thave urged Bangladesh to amend
the labour law, easing trade union
irules, simplifying union- registration
\and lowering the worker threshold
required to form a union.
Currently, forming a union in
a pgarment [factory requires the
consensus and signatures of 20
percent of workers. Union leaders and
international bodies advocate lowering
this threshold to 5-10 percent. .
They have also called on the
government (o.enact a uniform

draft Programme and Budget for submission

labour law for all workers, including
those in Export Processing Zones
(EPZs) and outside of EPZs.
According to labour rights
activists, the current two labour laws

‘for EPZ and non-EPZ production

facilities contain  discriminatory
provisions and benefits for workers.

However, Bangladesh cannot
implement a uniform labour law
for both EPZ and non EPZ workers,
as some foreign investors in EPZs
argue that they invested under the
candition of excluding trade unions
from EPZ factories.

In the face of Rana Plaza garment
building collapse and subsequent
international pressure, the ent
previously amended the 2006 labour
lawin August 2013 1o ensure workplace
safety and labour rights issues meet

- international standards.

In Seplember 2015, the
government formulated labour rules
to guide the proper application of the
labour law at factories.

The law was further amended
in 2018, again under international
pressure, to lower the worker

threshold for union formation to 20
percent from 30 percent.

ST

structures at factories, according 1© the wage board suggested that the labour ministry amend the law to ensure strict
implementation of wage structures at factories.
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Pnce': ol" raw jute once duhhﬁd mc
“golden fibre” of Bangladesh, have
increased by nearly 19 percent year-on-
vear as demand has outpaced supply
following the government’s ban on
polythene bags.

Farmers in key jute-growing districts
say that punishing bheat during
the March-April plantation period
devastared seed germination.

Besides, low prices in previous years
discouraged growers from cultivating
as much jute as before, redumng overall
acreage.

As a result, raw jute production
is projected to decline to around
7,574,000 bales {one bale is roughly 182
Lulogrammes) in the current fiscal vear,
compared to 8,414,000 bales the year
priar, according to the Dcpartrncm of
Jute.

The government's decision to ban
polvthene bags in superstores Ffrom
October and nationwide from November
1 further contributed to the price hike.
According to jute growers and traders,
the finest quality jute now costs around
Tk 3,800 per maund (37 kilogrammes),
up from Tk 3,200 last year. Medium-
-quality jute prices also shot up by Tk 600
per maund to Tk 2,600.

Arifujjaman Chan, a jute trader [rom
Kanaipur market in Faridpur, a2 major
jute-growing district in Bangladesh, said
raw juteisbeing sold for between Tk 3,200
and Tk 3,800 per maund, depending
on quality and colour, compared to Tk
2,600-Tk 3,200 last vear.

Mohammad Mahmudur Nabi, a jute
trader in Pabna, another key jute-growing
district, credited surging demand for the
price increase,

However, many farmers could not
fully capitalise on higher prices as they

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 12, 2024
KARTIK 27, 1431 BS

The Biiily Star

Jute prices jump
amid supply crunch,
polybag ban

sold their produce soon after the June-
September harvest period since they
incurred increased costs for agri inputs
such as fertilisers and labour.

Panchanan Das, a jute trader from
Jamalpur Jute Market in Rajbari district,
said only 10-12 percent of farmers
currently hold jute stocks. The rest, he
said, has already been purchased by small
traders.

Isarat Matubbar, a jute grower from

‘Chotto Bahirdia village in Saltha upazila

of Faridpur, said most local farmers
sold their jute immediately altler harvest
at low prices, only halding on to a few
maunds for later sale;

Matubbar said he recently sold three
maunds of jute at Tk 3,800 each, which
had encouraged him to go for jute
cultivation again next year.,

Nabo Kumar Kundu, a Tarmer at
Rautara village in the muthmzsﬁtcm
district of Magura, cultivated jute on five
bighas of land {one bigha is 1,338 square
metres) this vear, vielding 50 maunds of
raw jute, down from 96 maunds last year.

“Although vields decreased this year,

fibre quality is much better,” he said.
“That is why we are getting good prices.”

Zahid Sheikh, a 40-vear-old jute
grower from Hat Krishnapur village
in Faridpur, said increased costs for
fertiliser, irrigation and labour pushed
cultivation costs o Tk 27,000-30, om
per bigha.

“This year, it cost us Tk 3,000 to
produce a maund of jute. If prices remain
at current levels, we can make a profit.
However, if prices decline, jute cultivation
in future will be difficult,” he said.

Md Zahidul Islam, an assistant director
at the Department of Jute in Faridpur,
said farmers produced high-quality jute
fibre this vear, which commanded good
prices.

Jahangir Hossain Mia, chairman of
the Faridpur-based Karim Group, which
owns a jute mill, said: “Mill owners
want to ensure fair prices for farmers.
If farmers receive [air prices, they will
be encouraged to produce more jute.
Increased jute production will enable
mill owners to export jute products and |
keep mills running.”




469 klllled{-ni road crashes
in October: report

in nine national dailiés, seven peaple, 21 sales representa- ﬂnmmnlng.whﬁa@ﬁ.lam

AT LEAST 469 were
killed and 837 more injured
in 443 road crashes in the
country in October, said a
RnadSafe%yFbtmdaﬂanm-

port published on Sunday.
Of the crashes, involve-

ment of motorcycles was wer

the highest 46.95 per cent,
and the highest 41.79 per
cent people were killed in
these crahses.

Peaple were killed daily
at an average 15.12 in Uc-
tober, which was 14.02 in

uniine news portals and dif-
Among victims,
196 were motorcyclists and
their pillions, 102 were pedes-
trizms, 94 were passengersand

of cars, microbuses, jeeps and |
mﬁminmm

tives of medicine and differet
products, 16 NGO employees,
it and Mm&ﬂ
ists, 11

were killed in road crashes,

TheRﬁ'mpmhmdthat :

the highest :39.05,
uimduashastmk];ﬂamm
national highways followed
by 36.56 per cent on regional
highways, 14.4 per cent on
rural roads, 8.57 per cent on
the urban roads and 1.35 per
cent on other roads.

Of the crashes, the highest
_wnd:a'sUBEﬁ per cent were caused by

cent at night, 16.93 per cent
at noon, 15.57 per cent in the
afternoon, 9.25 per cent in the
evening and 5.41 per cent at

In the Dhaka division, the
highest number of road crash-
es, 131, caused the highest
number of deaths, 144, while

‘the lowest number of crashes

was in the Sylhet division, 22,
which killed 24 people.
Twenty-one people were
killed and 34 more were in-
jured in 29 crahses in the

capital.

such as lmmm:, karimon,  25.28 per cent by head-on col-
‘bhatbhati, tomtom and mahi- lisions, 23.47 per cant by hit-

ndra, and four were passen- ting pedestrians, 9.48 per cent
byh:tlmgdhe:

The report blamed the
movement of
formuztedoftlnmshesand
- deman monitoring in- ,
volving technology, motiva- g
bma]u-a.inmgﬁrthadﬁm
and awareness programmes
for all road users to check the
-situation, said a press release.

In the month, 18 people
were killed and six more were
injured in 21 railways acci-
darm,wlﬂeswuuwmuh‘lhd from
behind and 3.16 per cent by
other reasons,

The highest 2663 per
cent crashes. took place in

bicycles.
In the month, 66 children,
67 drivers and transport wok-
rers, 58 students, 27 business-

The report was prepared
based on reports published

BFaT : T 21 FRET 386
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EU due diligence key to

sustainable RMG bu:

siness

Say experts as apparel exporters seek premium for compliance,

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh needs to foliow the
European Union Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive
(EU CSDDD) and other compliances
strictly so that the country’s garment
business does not get affected after
Bangladesh's least developed country |
club graduation in 2026, according |
to experts and industry professionals. |

They also  suggested that
international clothing retailers and |
brands pay higher prices to the local |
suppliers as the implementation Df|
these compliances needs additional
investment,

The EU due diligence, which
targets net zero carbon emissions by
2030, has already come into effect in
July this vear and EU members also
started applying the new rules on

SOUTCing companies.
The speakers said these at a
roundiable, titled “Bangladesh’s

Apparel Edge: Meeting EU's New
Sustainability  Directive”, jointly
organised by The Daily Star and
Solidaridad at The Daily Star Centre

steps, it could be an opportunity
for Bangladesh as well, Khan said,
mentioning thar the implementation
would bring additional burden,
especially for the small and medium
enterprises, but the buyers also have
commitments.

Since Bangladesh is going to
graduate to a developing nation,
the country needs not only
implementation of the EU due

| diligence, but also other compliances

so that the nation’s external trade
remains unaffected, he added. :

Mohammad Abbas Uddin Shiyak,
assistant professor at the Bangladesh
University of Textile Engineering

. (BUTEX), said brands are looking for

goods made from recycled materials.

The EU, UK and other countries
are also looking for sustainable
manmade fibre garments, he said
adding that Germany and China had
already discarded cheap labour and
cheap products and elevated to value-
added products.

Although buyers prefer products
made in green garment [aclories,

“vesterday,

Tanjim Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs

and foreign missions at The Daily
Star, moderated the discussion.

Selim Reza Hasan, country
manager of Solidaridad, said the
EU CSDDD is very signilicant for
Bangladesh.

He said Bangladesh already has a
good volume of annual trade with the
EU. Now, it needs sustainability and
further increase.

In this case, improving energy
efficiency, resources and workforce
productivity are important. As
Bangladesh looks to be a sustainable
production hub, capacity building is
impertant too, he added.

In his keynote paper, Mohammad
Yousuf Khan, programme manager
ol textile and apparel at Solidaridad,
said the EU CSDDD came into force in -
July this year and member states have
already adopted it as national law,

Now, compliance is at the core of
every value chain, he said.

With the directive, the EU Largets
net zero carbon émissions by 2030.
Due diligence failures may have legal
and civil consequences like sanctions,

penalties and market  access
restrictions, he said.
However, with  appropriate

they are not paying enough for that,

e D A L ——
Mohammed  Zahidullah,  chief
sustainability officer of DBL Group,
said local exporters have a lot of
responsibility for the supply chain.

He said although local exporters

hawe very transparent costing, it is
not reflected in the price offered by
international retailers and brands.
- "Buyers need to play a role here
by paying lair prices. The cost of
compliance is very high, so the prices
also need o beincreased,” he also said.
* Mohammad Monower Hossain,
head of sustainability of Team Group,
said all of the compliance issues
require reliable data,

A data disclosure pladorm s
required, he said, adding that some of
the companies are voluntarily disclosing
the data. Suppliers are accountable for
disclosing data to buyers under the due
diligence, he added.

Willem Grimminck, director of One
to Watch, said they offer financing for
green projects and solar energy.

Fossil. fuels largely cause carbon
emissions, he said, adding —that
sustainability i1s a combination of
quality and prices, which makes
compelitive differences. “We do
things for the next generation as
sustainability is the key. Brands need
to have minds on how 1o play a role in
sustainability efforts.” he added.

)b"

=TT

~ tarla Dohmwirth, implementation
lead at the IGS and GIZ, said this is
a journey shared by stakeholders,
communities and beneficiaries of
the law. The implementation of the
law should be through participatory
engagements.

She said fear of retaliation is a
challenge to the implementation.

In the law, there are options
allowing companies to  file
complaints. As a result, Germany has
already witnessed many cases filed
against the country as it came into
effect in Germany in 2023,

Ashfike Khaleque, programme
coordinator of Fair Wear Foundation,
said risk identilication is important
in the supply chain. It the risks are
identified, these can be addressed.

“Cost is an important issue in
the adaptation of due diligence.
Adaptation of new technology is
also important. For sustainability,
more eflicient machines are required.
Obviously, buyers will have to p:gr
more as cost is involved here,” he said.

Tanzila Tajreen, senior policy
advisor, the Embassy of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands in Bangladesh,
said proactiveness is very important.

Lead time is also important. Yes,
price is an important issue as it is
discussed as the producing countries
spend money for more compliances.
Also, safety of the workers and their
rights and the working environment
are important. = L

“The due diligence is almost here and
it needs a litde tickling,” Tajreen said.

Ole Rosenborg Justesen, seclor
counsellor of the FEmbassy of
Denmark in Bangiadesh, said.
they definitely agree that the EU
standards of due diligence are highly
transparent not only in Europe, but
also in the supplying countries.

“We are working closely with the
government, supporters and unions
in this connection. They support not
only manufacturers but also look ar
the logistics as well, Justesen said.

“They also work for investment
in rencwable energy, policy and
occupational safety and standards as
well. They want to make it clear that
Bangladesh is a sustainable hub of
garment items,”

Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, exccutive
president of the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association, said the EU CSDDD has
been in place for around three years.

He said that it is not something
Mo them. German and the EU

____duidelines are almost the same.

RS BT L
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EU due diligence

"We are more or less ready for it,"
he said, adding that they are now
wur]ungonltandhe]pdeskshave
been established at the apparel trade
association to help the members.

“We always talk about the
manufacturing part butwealsnneed
to work with the buying part,” Ehsan
said.

“Is it possible to mclude lawyers

in this process so issues be
resolved in cases of breaching the
1aw?" he questioned.

Ehsan said big buvers of the EU are
fine, but there are also other small

and medium enterprises who source

from
These small sourcing companies,
who employ less than 1000

employees, will not come under the
due diligence law. “We also need to
include them. We arcmadyasweare
working on it over the last few years,”
he added.

Shuly Akter, senior assistant
secretary of the Department
of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments (DIFE), said afier
the Rana Plaza collapse in 2013,
Bangladesh significantly improved
the factory standards, including
labour standards and grievance
mechanism. :

Sara van Hoeve, [first secretary,
economic affairs and private sector
development at the Embassy of
the Kingdom of the Nethm'iands in

said: “We also need to

hem* the voice of a producing country

. It makes sure that we
ar!(-!domgtﬂ.lsinesl;|nthaenghi:wa.gr

and medium-sized

euterprm (SMEs) are  also
very important. There is a huge
opportunity for  Bangladesh,
according to Hoeve. e

Kazy Mohammad Igbal Hossain,
South Asia sustainability ugaamr :}5
Lindex Bangladesh Liaison Oilice, sa
{he due diligence would be challenging
for small and medium mmrpnses.
e dvantage fof

It is a competitive

+ as it is not even discussed

in other countries, he added.

Ashraf Wares, senior assistant

secretary of the Skill Development
of urme Bangiadeﬁlé
Garment Manufacturers an
Fxporters Association (BGMEA), said
after Covid 19, they have conducted
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Update labour law, ensure decent
workmg conditions in RMG sector

Swedish envoy tells workshop

FEREPORT

Bangladesh needs to work
more on updating its labour
law, regulations and policies
for ensuring decent working
conditions in its garment
sectorand achieving sustain-
able development goals by
2030. :
Even though Bangladesh is
about to graduate from the
least developed country
(LDC) status, there is still a
lot of work to be done in the
apparel sector, said Nicolas
Linus Ragnas Weeks,
Ambassador of Swedento
Bangladesh.
"More precisely, policymak-
ers should provide support to
eliminate harassment and
ensure timely salary pay-
ment, among others, which is
crucial at this moment." he
told a knowledge sharing
workshop at a city hotel on
‘Wednesday.
The workshop titled
'Productivity and Green Skills
for the RMG Sectorin
Bangladesh' was organised
to disseminate the findings
and outcomes of the skills
and productivity activity area
under the PROGRESS project.
'Funded by the Embassy of
Sweden and implemented by
Swisscontact, the project
began in October 2022 with
the goal of fostering an
inclusive, environmentally
mponslble,.a nd competitive
RMG sector.
The ambassador said the

project aligns seamlessly

with Bangladesh's aspira-
tions to become a resilient
economy.

"By investingin green skills

and empowering women, we

are not only strengthening

the workforce but also fos-
tering a more equitable and
sustainable society," he
noted.

This initiative reflects the
shared commitment to the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and believe that
international cooperation is
essential to achieving them,
he added,
Speaking at the panel discus-
sion, Sheikh HM Mustafiz,

- managing director of Cute

Dress Industry Ltd. stressed
on developing functional and
effective complaints mecha-
nisms to timely address
labour-related issues.

Workers still come to the
street to get salary in absence
of acomprehensive grievance
mechanism that includes -
coordinations among all
agencies.

Theworkers' unrest is tar-
nishing the image of the sec-
tor, he said, adding that sus-
tainability cannot be
achieved without addressing
those issues.

He, however, stressed on
deferring the graduation
process for at least five years,
saying the indicators of
SDGs' progress were pre-
pared based oninflated and
manipulated information,
Maria Stridsman, Head of
Development Cooperation,
Embassy of Sweden said
investing in people and the
planet is essential to

addressing global challenges

such as climate change and
inequality.
And the PROGRESS project
aligns perfectly with these
values, by focusing on skill
development, productivity
enhancement, and environ-
mental sustainability in the
garment industry.
She expected that the project
would establish an important
precedent by demonstrating
practical solutions and suc~
cessful business cases where
investing in sustainability
benefits not only environ-
mental health but also the
profitability of manufacturers.
Mujibul Cezanne Hasan,
country director,
Swisscontact Bangladesh, in
his opening remarks said
through this project they aim
to enhance green skills,
improve productivity, and
support the RMG sector in
adopting sustainable pro-
duction practices.
Rafiat Salman, senior man-
ager, Skills & Productivity,
PROGRESS, Swisscontact
Bangladesh made a presen-
tation on the project.
Professor Mohammad Abdul
Momen Co=Founder and
Director of Pride Group,
Syeda Shaila Ashraf
Corporate HR, Admin & IT
Head, Renaissance Group,
Sku Prodip Gabriel Manag
Sustainability at H&M and
Rajesh Veda CEQ and manag-
ing director of Rajesh Veda
Consulting, among others;
spoke there.
munni_fe@yahoo.com
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minimum wage board has called for reforms in the Bangladesh labour act and labour rules,

seeking a mandate 1o act as the lmplenmtauon authority for wages it announced for the

industrial sector workers.

149[4)(11] s’mms tl'mt based

the rank of senmior district
and sessions judge, or a re-

r tired senior district and ses-

pro- desh Judicial Service.

In relation to the appoint-
me:nofboa:dﬂjn;:mbm.thﬂ
addmg lo the labour act a

art  clause stipulating that mem-

‘bers should represent the ac-
tual owners and workers of
the relevant industry, ensur-
mglhmrmmlvammatinthe

— New Age photo

the board will also have the
authority to send the list of
mamhe;rslanthnm.h:iish}r.

.In the event of resigna- .

tion, death, or departure

of any board member, it is

Regarding the amend
ment to section 111(5), the
wage board proposed that
the basic wage of a worker

“will not be less than 50 per

board's cent of the gross wages and
The wage board chairman the annual increase in basic
alsﬂpm;medaddinganew wages will not be less than
pmmmtuthalahomnﬂas 5 per cent of the basic wage.
It proposed amending sec-

- tion 125 of the labour rules

to ensure that the chairman,

mmrmamimmﬂf

board receive
Prastamy, w8 by ‘e

K ‘ "l" & I &)r " ]
meetings.
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RMG - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Workers from four RMG factories of the AJl
Group, owned by film actor Ananta Jalil,
blocked a road at Hemayetpur of Savar on
the outskirts of Dhaka, demanding pay-
ment of wages for Octaber.

Over a thousand workers from four fac-
tories began the protest by blocking the
Hemayetpur-Singair road in front of the AJI
Group Industrial Park at about 7:30pm yes-
terday, locals said.

The protesting workers said the manage-
'ment had earlier informed them that their
‘wages for October would be paid on 14 No-
'vember. However, the workers were not sat-
isfied with the announcement and began a
road blockade in protest on Wednesday. In
response, the group’s chairman, Ananta Jalil,
talked to the workers and assured them that
they would receive their wages on the day.
Although the workers lifted the block-
ade at one stage, their wages were nol paid
as promised.

Yesterday, around noon, a section of the
workers received their wages via Rocket (mo-
bile financial service) accounts. Frustrated,
other workers began protesting in front of
the factory after their shift ended at ypm.

A worker, who preferred not to be
named, told TBS, “Although some workers
were paid toda
mﬁw ‘manystill havenot received
their wages. For instance, in a line of 40
workers, only 15 to 20 have been paid,
while the rest have not. This is why the
 workers arestaging a protest.”

Superintendent of Industral Po- -
lice-1 Md Sarwar Alam told TBS that

although most of the workers re-
ceived their wages yesterday, some

400-500 remained left out. “Discus-
sions are ongoing, and we are work-
ing to Tesolve the issue,” he said at
about 8pm yesterday.

When TBS called to contact
Ananta Jalil regarding the salary
payments, he initially reacted with
arrogance, questioning why
journalists kept calling him. “Just

because Pm available to receive
caﬂsujsoumahsts think they can keep

bothering me any time,” he yelled.
However, a few minutes later, he
called back, and said paa;mff-'mﬁ.};g
o0 workers out ol 104
; fﬁfﬁ due to technical issues.
Rocket representatives assured that
the payments would be completed by
midnight yesterday, he added.
Jalil further said an army team

reached the site at about gpm, in delaythg_’ atio -anct mrh; -outa mechanism fo:the
structing the facto b BT =i
143 premises w“}:{ﬁ?.’éﬁnmcfas tﬁm?.! ——————implementation of the wage and ts enforcement overs

wages in cash. “Af that time, approx-
imately 9o workers were present,

Workers of Ananta Jalil’s
RMG factories protestf
over unpaid W.agesvt

 project began in 2003 0n a High Court order of 2001 to save-

--.szmaﬂnnandh@ﬁm_ﬂaﬁan A Centre for Policy Duarngue stud

R

ed,” hesaid. ' '
e While'the Test drsawar

‘worker s'mlmmum wage _ffj-.

ﬂﬁmﬁaneftanﬁeﬁeammzaﬁbaﬂl‘tﬂ Dhatcas«
Mﬂ%rhaﬁbaanindhﬂmumlmemm&m
mwmawwmammmmpmw
issues such as pollution still rearing the head. The reloca

the moribund River Buriganga, The tannery units, Inqpemﬂm
bj‘lhe lﬁnﬂﬁfﬁ#wwmm& 19605 Hnaﬂy

muldm_ : memmtry aaportaammgifpmerpolbiescand
mmmmmmm marefam. beenmﬂtﬁran

mwmmamarepomdtohavesetm 13500&1
minimur ‘m@fm-mdcemufa@:port—oﬂentedtmnerymwhs
in.'zoi&nutm are alleged not to have implemented the
wage structure. Against this backdrop, the Centre for Policy
Dialogue In May this year said that tannery workers should get .
‘paid Tk 22,776 in minimum monthly wage in view of the |

'showed that worker's food and non-food expenses sf
3 cotnbined Tk 33,478& rnanth. or Th 20,564 and TK 12.

'mm tnth& Mdadﬂqu&ﬁ hwsiﬂfanﬂm & a5
‘Savar. The Bangiadesh Tannery Workers' Union in July this ye

mﬁedmemmmdadarem 25,000 in mor num -
wage for tannery workers. The Minimurm Wage Baammm
j&msw a mmm!y wage of Tk ls,ﬂ&i farwnrlpgs--

;mﬁnﬁnlamamatmﬂ of the rmnimum waia for mnnery _ ket

ve that the governmient ensures good }nduatﬂai
-mmmnmaﬁannm and meirwaﬁeamsnm!t
-ﬁmmﬁmammdedm refief in thaﬂmaufamﬂmnm
amidst hlgr b‘aﬂation. memvernmentshouid nﬂtﬂmmoro s
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THE BUSINESS STAN DARD

Bangladesh is the second
largest apparel exporting
country in the world, and
Europe is our largest export
destination. Therefore, w
need to be aware of the
directives and regulations
that will largely impact the
industry

sumed, and eventually disposed of.

This includes increasing the longevity
of textiles, increasing the use of recycled fi-
bres, curhing fast fashion, and making prod-
ucts easier (o repair or recyele with a Digital

Product Passport.
EU circular economy acﬂun plan

. (CEAP): The CEAP is a comerstone of the

European Green Deal. Comprising 35 specif-
icactions, it places a special spotlight on the
textiles sector, which is recognized as one of
the most resource-intensive industries.

The Circular Economy Action Plan intro-
duces an array of initiatives that are crafted
to promote sustainable product design, es

JIindustry

tablish circular economy practices, and cur-
tail waste geéneration.

Corporate sustainability reporting
directive (CSRD): While not part of the Eu-
ropean Green Deal, the Corporate Sustain-

n September this year, new Members of
the European Commission were elected
to lead the European Union’s most pow-
erful institution for the second term till 2029,
Just after the election result, the Chief of bil
the European Commission, Ursula von der ':ﬁ ity Reporting Directive works in tandem
Leyen, said at a press conference that com- th these new regulations as part of the
bating climate change would remain het top. Sustainable Finance Initiative. Essentially,
priority in this term. the CSRD reguires companies to not only
And some of her key appointments in- consider their financial health, but their
clude Spain’s Energy and Environment Sustainability as well. It will have numerous
Minister Teresa Ribera as the bloc’s new an- implications for fashion and textile brands.
titrust chief. Teresa Ribera is considered one  This directive will mandate enhanced
of Europe’s most ambitious policymakers on sustainability reporting, making it applica-
climate change. ble to large companies with 250 or more em-
So, it’s expected that a plethora of regula- playees and all companies listed on the EU
tions and directives related to climate change, market. It will require these companies to
which have already been approved by and provide detailed disclosures on environmen-
propased to the Commission in the last few tal, social, and governance (ESG) matters,
vears, will be implemented at a faster pace.  Such as greenhouse gas emissions, supply
Bangladesh is the second largest apparel chain transparency,
exporting country in the world, and Europe is diversity initiatives.
our largest export destination. Therefore, we ~ European sustainability reporting
tions that will largely impact the industry.
Now, let’s delve into the upcoming EU tainability Reporting Standards (ESRS) un-
regulations and directives! der the Corporate Sustainability Reporting
The European green deal; The Europe- Directive
an Green Deal aims to make Europe the first ability reporting across the EU. The ESRS
climate-neutral continent by 2050. To d0 enhances the comparability and reliability
so, it establishes ambitious environmental of environmental, social, and governance
goals and targets, which in turn serve as the (ESG) data, addressing prior inconsisten-
foundation for directives and regulations cies and requiring detailed disclosures from
| that are continually being introduced. companies, including fashion brands.
| Among its primary objectives are signifi-  These standards are divided into four
| cant reductions in net greenhouse gas emis- main categories: Cross-cutting, environmen-
| sions, targeting 3 minimum decrease of 55% 3], social, and governance, each mandating
by 2030 as compared to the levels recorded  specific disclosures that cover both the im-
ﬁi 1990. Emphasising the importance of ré- pacts of company operations and the internal
Ihruﬂam and ecosystem restoration, the risks from sustainability factors on finan-
| initiative also strives 1o plant 3 billion trees |ja] performance. Additional textile-specific
| within the EU by the year 2030. standards are set to be introduced by 2026.
EU strategy for sustainable and Ecodesign for sustainable products

{textiles: To implement the commitments of regulation (ESPR): Product design deter-
'the European Green Deal, the EU has devel- mines 80% of a product’s environmental im-
El:lr.ed a specific strategy for the textile sector. pact. The current Ecodesign Directive, which
:The EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular a¢ present only covers energy-related prod-
“Textiles will reinvent the entire lifecycle of tex- _-_
tile and footwear products, not only changing
how fabrics are made, but how they are con- |

Q9

en
Any green claims—§ i
labour practices, and Aduced carbon footprint™— will need to be independ-
ent, third-party verified and scientifically proven.

‘Additionaily, there will berules ensuring claims are
need to be aware of the directives and regula- Standards (ESRS): In 2023, the European dﬁ“‘" communicated. For example, aggregate scoring
Commission launched the European Sus- Of a product’s environmental impact may 0o longer
be allowed. Any new labelling schemes will no longer
be allowed unless permitted by the EU., and they can
(CSRD) to standardise sustain- Clearlydemonsirate added valueto 102 Juhonss.

and other sectors will follow. This regula-
tion aims to make products more “durable,
reliable, reusable, upgradable, reparable, |
easier to maintain, refurbish and recycle,
and energy and resource efficient.”

Fashion brands wishing to sell in the EU
marketplace will need to address product |
design from beginning to end, taking into |
account a product’s durability, recyclabil- |
ity, and inclusion of recycled materials. The
new ecodesign requirements for textiles are
expected to be finalised by mid-202s.

Digital Product Passport: Digital Product
Passport will have significant implications for
the fashion and textile industry. All products
placed on the European market must have |
a product passport. This tool will serve as a |

ucts, will be expanded to include textiles, l
|
|
|

digital record that provides comprehensive |

information about a product’s environmental |
footprint throughout its lifecycle.

For fashion and textile brands, every
product must include a machine-readable
passport— such as a QR code— that is linked |
to a unigue product ID. The European Com- |
mission will be establishing a dedicated web |
portal where all digital product passports
will be registered. |

Directive on green claims
The Green Claims Directive will empower |
consumers to make informed decisions by |
mitigating greenwashing and misleading

as “this product has a e

Apart from the above EU regulations and direc- |

— tives, some of the EU member states individually
have also put forward some laws linked to dimate
change. The current and forthcoming lews by the EU |

baﬂﬂpmmswmmmammh

apparel and textile are explaed below.

France: Anti-waste law for a dircular economy |
France's Anti-Waste Law for a Groular Economy was
ﬁ:stpubl:::hedmmandmsa:lnmnsieg
wslation aims to eliminate the impeoper disposal of
waste, as well as reduce waste aliogethes.

In particular, it will tackle singleuee piasse pack-

aging, phasing it out altogether by 2040. This will in-
cludeﬂ)eyiaﬂmm_ﬁhhmﬁ
use to distribute their producs.

HRIST BT T
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How new EU regulation
France: The climate & resilience law -
environmental labelling for products

‘The Climate and Resilience Law was passed in 2021,
According to the law, all large fashion corporations
with £50M-+ turnever and 25,000 units sold in France
will be required to provide an environmental impact
label on their poducts.
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Eventually, this law will apply to all companies
with €10M~ turnover and 10,000 units, This manda-
tory disclosure aims (0 empower conswmers to make
informed choices by promoting fransparency and
ECO-COnSCiousness,

The Dutch Extended Producer Responsibility for Tex-

tiles aims to improve the circular economy within the

fashion industry. According to i, all fashion and tex-

tile producers either based in the Netherlands or sell-

ing on the Dutch market will be responsible for the col-

lection, recycling, reuse, and waste of their nroducts.
~ This regulation applies to apparel, as well as
household items like bed linens and tablecloths.
According to this Dutch law, in 2029, all textiles will
need to include 75% recycled materials with 25% pre-
pared for reuse.

Germany: Supply chain due diligence act
‘This piece of German legislation addresses human
rights and working conditions in the supply chain,
Fashion and textile brands will be required to imple-
ment rigorous due diligence processes throughout
their supply chains, focusing on human rights and'
environmental standards. :
Moreover, companies will need to establish ef-
fective grievance mechanisms and provide trans-
parent, accessible information to the public and
authorities, 2 1

Norway: Transparency act

The Norwegian Transparency Act carries substantial
implications for fashion and textile brands operating
in Norway. The primary aim of this act is to enhance
transparency and promete respect for human rights
and decent werking conditions throughout the en-
tire value chain of businesses,

To achieve this, the act mandates that companies
conduct due diligence assessments and document
their efforts to mitigate associated risks.

So, it’s high time Bangladesh engaged with
the European policy stakeholders as well as with
the EU brands and retailers through dialogues.
These discussions are important not only for tak-

points to the Commission.

The Bangladesh Mission in Brussels in collabo-
ration with our frade bedies can play a vital role in
securing the interest of Bangladesh’s apparel and
textile industry: when the new EU regulations and
directives are going to shape the future of the fash:
ion industry,

GROUP. HE IS A FORMER DIRECTOR OF BANGLADESH GARMENT
MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION (BGMEAL.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed
in this article are those of the author and do not
. necessarily reflect the opinions and views of The
Business Standard. -

ing our preparations but also for conveying our :

ASHIKUR RAHMAN TUHINIS THE MANAGING DIRECTOROF TAD: - ]
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The Bally Star

Idle ]ute mills, rising costs

Workers demand state management as private leasing fails to deliver

DIPANKAR HUY Khulna

n 2020 LhE Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation announced the
closure of 25 state-owned jute
mills, promising upgrades and a
restart within three months. Nearly
four years later, these mills remain
shuttered, with most now leased
W private companies with little
experience in the jute sector.

Jute workers and citizens are
demanding the mills be reopened
under government management,
fuelling continuous street
demonstrations in Khulna.
~In April 2021, the government
opted to lease the mills to private
ﬁng on contracts ranging from 5
(e}

'l'hi:cluamthulyLZOZG

mmmmum
ding official

these nine mills
have already
f leased, and
invited mtemaﬂomlm
applications o lease six
additional mills, including the Star
and Platinum Jubilee Jute Mills in

Khulna. Applications are due by
Nuumberl 2024

Fﬂiﬂ‘an Hossain, who previously
worked at Cmmnt Mill, recently
joined a privately run facility in
‘Khulna.

“There are 250 Iaoms at
Daulatpur Jute Mill, but only 10 are
operational,” he said.

“In my first month, I was paid
Tk 7400, despite the government

e

wage scale promising Tk 28,000,
Machine operators carn Tk 8,000,
while loom operators earn Tk
9.000; their pay should be Tk
32,000 to Tk 38,000," he said.

Warkers who have been with
the mill [rom the outset now earn
Tk 11,000. Shoemakers, hired
from Dhaka, are paid Tk 18,000
- a disparity adding to worker
frustration, he said.

= "We | want
the mills
/ reopened under

»‘ government

f“w initiative and pay

" in line with the wage

M commission,” Fokran
added.

Habib, another worker -at the
leased Daulatpur Mill, said the shift
to private management has driven
most jute workers out of their hield,
with only 130 remaining as the
focus has turned to the shoe sector.

According to BIMC sources,
Daulatpur Jute Mill was leased
w Fortune Group in Sepiember

2023, whose subsidiary, Uni *

World Footwear Technology, now
produces footwear at the site.

In November, Akiz Group started
production at the JJI Jute Mill

in Rajghat, Jashore. Other mills,
including Eastern and Carpeting
Mills, have been leased Lo India’s
Re‘gal Group, while Radiant
Group has put forward an advance
payment for the Khalishpur Jute
Mill lease.

Crescent Jute Mill remains in
limbo and no decision has been
finalised regarding the Alim Jute
Mill lease.

Visiting the Crescent Jute Mill
recently, this correspondent came
across a desolate atmosphere.,

Shrubs have taken over along
dilapidated buildings, and silence
pervades the once bustling labour
quarters.

When approached, three BIMC
employees declined o0 comment,
though security guard Miraj Ali
said, "Sometimes, officials visit for
lease purposes, bul no progress has
been made yet.”

CONCERNS OVER LEASING
PROCESS, PRODUCTION GAPS
On May 18, the former Minister of
Textiles and Jute, Jahangir Kabir
Nanak, criticised the four leased
mills in Khulna for failing to meet
production expectations.

He warned that the ministry
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Minimum Wages Board gets
three new permanent members

FE REPORT

The government has appointed three
new permanent members to the
Minimum Wages Board, with two of
them being the representatives of
owners and workers.

The other has been appointed as an
independent member, The labour and
employment ministry issued a notifica-
tion in this regard on November 18,
announcing the new members.
According to the notification, Asif
Ayub, joint secretary general of
Bangladesh Employers' Federation
(BEF). has been appointed as the own-
ers' representative. He replaced
Moksud Belal Slddlqui deputy secretary

general of BEF,

On the other hand, Anwar Hossain,
president of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal, will be representing work-
ers. He succeeded Sultan Ahmad, joint
secretary of Jatiya Sramik League.
Besides, Md Nazim Uddin Bhuiyan, a
professor in the Department of
Accounting and Information Systems at
Dhaka University, has been appointed
as an independent member. He
replaced Md Kamal Uddin, another
Dhaka University professor.

The Minimum Wages Board comprises
six members led by its chairman. In
addition to the two permanent repre-
sentatives of owners and workers as
wel! as the independent member, the

board has two temporary members,
who are appointed from respective
sectors at the time of wage review.
According to the labour law, wages are
reviewed for the country's 42 formal
sectors every five years. However,
according to a recent study, out of the
42 formal sectors, around 20 have not
seen any regular wage increase in the
last six to forty years.

Without clear calculations and eco-
nomic justifications, the wage~-setting
process may lack transparency and
fairness, which could lead to dissatis-
faction from both workers and
employers, the law says.

Munni_fe@yahoo.com




Guests hold the copies of the book titled Tazreene Shramik Hatya: Agun O PmnerGabaat its launching ceremony at the Bishwa

in the capital’s Bangla Motor. Sahitya Kendra in the capital’s Bangla Motor on Friday. —New Age photo
Mizanur Rahim Chowd-
hury, general secretary of the with causing the death of Taslima Akhter called on ers” -rishls remained un- out that labour laws mostly
Garment Sramik the victims through negli- all to unite for justice for all achieved even afler devastal- protected the interests of the
Sambhati, said that the work- gence, by appointing him as  workers' killings and uphold  ing incidents like the Tazreen factory owners and urged
ers of Tazreen Fashions lost president of the Awami the dignity of workers. fire, in just three months of workers and professionals
their lives due to negligence Matsyajibi League’s Dhaka  Samina Lutfa, an associ- the July-August student-led from across sectors to unite
by the Tazreen Fashions north unitin 2022, ale professor of sociology mass uprising, law enforcers against such laws.
owner and now ousted Awa- ‘We hope that all the cul- at Dhaka University, stated under the Nobel laureate Mu- The book is 2 compila-
mi League government, : pﬁtswil.lbehrmghlmfus- that little progress was made hammad Yunus-led interim tion- of writings, including
Instead of punishing the tice, he added. in the cases filed over the government opened fire on poems, songs, short stories
culprit, the then Awami gov- Pmdzngwerﬂmavent Tazreen Fashions fire in the garment workers. and focusing on

ernment rewarded Delwar online, Bangladesh Garment these 12 vears. Supreme Court lawyer -
Hossain, who was charged Sramik Samhati president  She said that while work- Jyotirmoy Barua pointed Fashions fire.
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in October' report

AT LEAST 475 people were
killed and 815 others were
injured in 452 road acci-
dents across the country
in October, said a report
published by the Passen-
ger Welfare Association of
Bangladesh on Saturday.
During the time, 34.31
per cent or 163 people were
killed and 29.32 per cent or
239 people were injured in
30.53 cent or 138 mo-
torcycle related crashes.
During  the perind, 76
people were killed and 24
others were injured in 63
railways accidents while 24
people were killed, 36 were
injured and nine remained
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missing in 19 accidents on
waterways.

The PWAB launched the
monthly report based on
media reports on Saturday,
according to a press release,

Among the fatal victims,
the highest 156 people were
transport Workers, mclud-
ing drivers, [ollowed by 117
pedeskrians, 49 students, 16
political leaders and activ-
ists and 15 teachers.

Fifty-one children be-
came fatal road crash vic-
tims in October.
est 49.48 per cent crashes
were caused by crushing or
hitting pedestrians or other
vehicles followed by 25.25
per cent by head-on col-

lisions, 14.77 per cent by
losing contral and then fell
into roadside ditches, 9.51
per cent by other reasons,
0.25 per cent by collision
with trains and other road
transports and 0.75 per cent
by tangling scarves with
wheels.

The highest percent-
age, 38.29 per cent, of road
crashes took place on na-
tional highways followed
hy 30.39 per cent on the
ragional  highways and
24.62 per cent on the feeder
roads.

In Dhaka metropolitan
city, 4.56- per cenl road
crashes occurred while the
percentage was 1.86 per
cenl in Chailugram melro-

@9E1E 28 :Tt_ﬁ o=

ed in road -a'c'c1EI_ ents

politan city and 0.25 per
cent on level crossings.

The association blamed
the absence of the traffic
and highway police on the
roads and highways, viola-
tion of laws, the absence
of road marking and signs,
dilapidated roads and long
working hours of drivers
for the road accidents.

The report- urged the
government to stop imports
and registration of motorcy-
cles and easy bikes,

It also recommended
sufficient lighting on roads,
separite lanes for different

- vehicles and implementa-

tion of the relevant laws
and rules to check road
crashes.
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THE BUSINESS STANDARD -

Ineflicient chemical use
in RMG costs billions,
pollutes environment
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| Wasted chemicals |~ Experts suggest | InFY23,

. areeithertreated | theuseoftech,  Bangladesh
| byETPsathigh | REDawarenessto = imported
| costsor . reduce chemical chemical
| dischargedints | wasteand improve  products

. water badies . efficency worth $7.5b

and entrepreneurs have said.

These wasted chemicals are either treated at Ef-

JASIM UDDIN AND MD JAHIDUL ISLAM

Inefficient use of chemicals in dyeing fabric in
, the export-oriented garments and textile in-
i dustry results in nearly 70% of chemicals being

fluent Treatment Plants (ETPs) at high costs or dis-

charged into rivers and canals, causing significant

wasted, arnnunhng to billions of dollars, experts  ac

environmental pollution.
The RMG industry, however, has the potential
to use chemicals more efficiently by implementing

advanced technologies
8¢ 5] jélﬂﬂifl
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fessor at Buet's
Chemical Engineering, said, “The
chemicals we use have measurable
impacts, and among them, some
are hazardous. We must assess
whether they are truly necessary,”
He said, “Around 85% of occu-
pational deaths in the country are
linked to chemical-related diseases,
while 15% are due to accidents. Forin-
stance, many factory workers are de-
veloping cancer. We need 10 pay more
attention toworkplace safety, particu-
larly for those handling chemicals.
“By applying advanced technol-
ogy to chemical use, we can recover
chemicals, reduce environmental pol-
lution, and boost company profits.”
Masud Rana Shahin, general
manager of W3RS, an environ-
mental consultancy firm, said, “By
forming partnerships with chemical
suppliers, companies can ensure
high-quality chemicals, leading to
long-term business benefits.”
Mohammad Monower Hossain,
head of Sustainability at leading appar-
el manufacturer Team Group, said over
200 top RMG factories are equipped
with training centres focused on proper
chemical use and R&D facilites,
However, they require assis-
.tance from the National Skills De-
velopment Authority (NSDA) to
enhance their skills. “If the NSDA
steps forward, the industry would
benefit significantly,” he added.

Chemical safety key to protect-
ing workers’ health

chemical use in RMG

Department of made significant progress inaddress- chief adviser [Muhammad Yunus].”

ing building safety through collec-
tive efforts, but now the focus has
shifted to environmental concerns,
The primary issue here is chemical
pollution. We must evaluate how
chemicals are being used and ensure
workers' safety in the process.”

He added, “We have developed a
chemical measurement module and
aim to implement collective moni-
toring. With our knowledge, we can
change mindsets. If we cannot re-
duce pollution, we should also con-
sider how we will sustain ourselves.
It is essential to pay closer attention
to how we use chemicals.” .

Fauzla Suitana, managing di-
rector of ESTex, said, “1t is crucial
to first understand the purpose be-
hind using chemicals. We need a
thorough understanding of chemi-
cal usage and recycling processes.”
and increasing user awareness,
they said during a roundtable at
The Business Standard office in the
capital’s Eskaton on Monday.

TBS Head of Digital Zahid Newaz
Khan moderated the roundtable fi-
tled, “Textile Pollution Control and
Improving Workers' Occupational

Health Safety through Chemical

Management”, jointly organised by
The Business Standard, Solidari-
dad, and ESTex Foundation.

RMG companies producing ex-
port products typically have ETPs to
treat wastewater and remove harm-
ful chemicals, dyes, and pollutants.

, companies manufacturing

He also stressed the need to use IE={=q

multi-functional chemicals, which
could replace multiple products,
thus reducing pollution. “There are
now many sensitive chemicals that
can achieve maximum output with
minimal use,” he added.
Additionally, Maruf highlighted
the need for industrial R&D to reduce
chemical consumption. “We have
been discussing occupational safety
in the garment sector for decades,
but its financial implications have
rarely been addressed,” he noted.

Central database to monitor
chemical use
Presenting the keynote, Mohidus Sam-
ad Khan, a professor at the Depart-
ment of Chemical Engineering at Buet,
said, “Bangladesh uses chemicals
across various sectors, with the textile

But to prevent significant waste of
chemicals in the garment sector, prop-
er management is essential, he said.

E-mail : sportsjuganto
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Mohidus also mentioned the
lack of a central database for moni-
toring chemical use in the industry,
“Raising chemical management
awareness among workers is cru-
cial,” he concluded.

Ali Asraf Khan, sustainability and for the local market often lack ETPs,
value chain adviser at the Embassy  Accarding to central bank data,
of Denmark in Dhaka, stressed the i Fyo5 Bangladesh imported chem-
undeniable importance of chemical jea) products for the chemical and
safety for workers’ health, the envi- ailied industries worth approximate-
ronment, and local communities,  Jy &7 5 billion, representing 12.2% of
“The consequences of inade- the country’s total annual imports.
quate chemical safety and manage-
_ment at production facilities are s¢- R&D needed to curb chemical
vere: workers have died, rivers have yge
been polluted, and fishing commu- Addressing the event, Shajedul Is-
nities have lost their livelihoods - {0 jam Maruf, deputy general manager
name just a few,” he said. (DGM) of the Sustainability Depart-
He also said with the emerging ment at Beximco, said, “Around
legislation under the European 70% of the chemicals used in textile
Green Deal, itis expected that com- gueing are wasted and discarded,
panies will increasingly consider ang we rely on ETPs to neutralise

chemical safety and management
risks in their supply chains,

“While Bangladeshi legislation
and policies on occupational safety
and health are relatively well-aligned
with international standards, there is
a continued need to improve compli-
ance with and eriforcement of these
laws and regulations,” Ali Asraf said.

Environmental concerns must
‘not be overlooked

Selim Reza Hasan, the country man-
ager of Solidaridad, a global civil so-
ciety organisation, said, *The Rana
Plaza incident was a major setback
for us. Over the past decade, we have

these wasted chemicals.”

He explained that fabrics are
dyed at high temperatures in large
drums filled with chemicals that
coat the fabric, while the leftover

chemicals, worth billions of dollars”

annually, are discarded.

“Rather than disposing of them
after one use, we could recover and
reuse chemicals like caustic soda,
salt, and indigo,” he suggesied.

Manif emphasised the impor-
tance of developing strategies to pre-
vent chemical waste, saying, “If we
manage chemical use effectively, we
can move lowards a net-zero carbon
emission target as envisioned by the

Tech can recover wasted

chemicals

Easir Arafat Khan, associate pro-
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LDC GRADUATION, EU«VIETNAM FTA

Apparel exports to EU may

Staff Correspondent

BANGLADESH'S ready-
made garment exports lo
the European Union could
decline by 20 per cent due
to the combined impact of
EU-Vietnam free trade agree-
ment, or EVFTA, and Bang-

decline by 20pc: study -

ladesh's transition from a |

least developed country to
a developing nation, accord-
ing to a study.

According to the Bh.ldj’,.

jointly conducted by the

Research and Policy Integra-

tion for Development and
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung,
h's overall
o the EU could decline by
21 per cent, primarily due to
the loss of duty-free
following its LDC gmdua—
tion, with additional impact,
depending on the stringency
of rules of origin.
The findings and obser-

vations of the study were

presented at an event titled

Economic Relations Division secretary Md Shahriar Kader Siddiky, Research and Policy Integration
for Development chairman MA Razzaque, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Bangladesh representative
Felix Gerdes, commerce ministry additional secretary Avesha Akter, Export Promation Bureau
vice-chairman Md Anwar Hossain and RAPID executive director M Abu Eusuf, among others, are

present at an event at the Hotel Sheraton in the capital Dhaka on Wednesday.

desh, due to its graduation,
will likely face up to 12 per
cent duty after 2029, the

Currently, Bangladesh's
exports enjoy duty-free ac-
cess to the EU under the
Everything But Arms pro-

gramme.
‘If Bangladesh wants 1o

“The EU-Vietnam Free Trade remain

Agreement: Implications for
Bangladesh’s Export Com-
petitiveness, held at the
Wednesday. -

It also said that Vietnam
had made significant invest-
ments in its garment indus-
try's backward linkages,
while Bangladesh was yet to
implement visible policies,
thereby failing to fu]ly capi-
talise on lhe

competitive, espe-
cially as global trade rules
evolve, it must prioritise in-
vestmenlts in backward in-

while presenting the study

report. -

He said that Vietnam was
making substantial invest-
ments in backward integra-
tion, to a notable
increase in value addition
within its textile industry, a
significant shift for a country
historically known for low
domestic value retention in

- exporls.

The study recommended
that Bangladesh should en-
gage with the EU to negoti-
ate an extended transition
period for its LDC gradua-
tion. -

Furthermore, the country
should explore relaxing the
stringent rules of origin un-
der the Generalised Scheme
of Preferences Plus orGSP+,
particularly the require-
menis for double transfor-
mation in garment exports
and 50 per cent value addi-
tion for ather exports, it said,

The study also recom-
mended that pursuing a
FTA with the EU should be
explored, capitalising on the
country’s young, growing

_population and its strategic

importance in global trade,
the report mentioned.

To enhance competitive-
ness, the report
that
invest in backward integra-

tion, especially in the pro-

suggested
Banglllrhah Shﬂl]ld.

— Press release

duction of man-made fibres.

Policy Exchange Bang-
ladesh chairman M Masrur
Reaz said that FTAs and

suing with Japan and Singa-
pore, were vital for the coun-
try's economic future.

He explained that these
agreements would offer
opportunities to diversify
exports, improve competi-
tiveness, adapl to evolving

and se-

global
cure market access after LDC

graduation.

Masrur said that Bang-
ladesh’s vision, in-
cluding a $100 billion RMG
industry, depended on di-
versifying exports, as the
mmtyn!ﬂncmmlrjfau-
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Wage inequality declines
in most countries: ILO

FE REPORT

Alatest International Labour
Organization (ILO) report has revealed
that wage inequality has declined in
most countries since 2000, but it
remains a significant challenge.
The report published on Thursday
examined global and regional wage
trends, real wage growth, and income
differences within and between coun-
tries, offering insights into the key chal-
lenges faced by workers worldwide,
The ILO report titled 'The Global Wage
Report 2024-25: Is wage inequality
decreasing globally?' showed since the
early 2000's, on average, wage inequal-
ity decreased in many countries that
ranged from 0.5 to 1.7 per cent annually,
‘depending on the measure used.
The most significant decreases occurred
among low-income countries where the
average annual decrease ranged from
3.210 9.6 per cent in the past two
decades.
According to the report D9/DI ratio, the
income disparity between the top 10 per
cent and the bottom 10 per cent stands
at 4.9 in Bangladesh, underscoring per-
sistent inequities in the country.
Similarly, there is a disproportionate
concentration of income among the
wealthiest 10 per cent compared to the
poorest 40 per cent of Bangladesh.
The D9/D1 ratio which compares the
wages of the highest-paid and lowest-
paid workers in the labour marketis a
key indicator used to measure wage
inequality by comparing the income of
workers at the 90th percentile (D9)-the
top 10 per cent of earners-with the
income of workers at the 10th percentile
(D1)~the battomn 10 per cent.
A higherratio indicates a greater dispar-
ity between top and bottom earners,
while a lower ratio suggests more equi-
table wage distribution.
In the latest global rankings, Tanzania
leads the list with a staggering D9/D1
ratio of 22.4, signaling extremely high
wage inequality, where the highest
earners make more than 22 times what
the lowest earners take home.
On the other hand, Vietnam shows one
of the lowest ratios at 2.7, indicatinga
relatively more even distribution of

Bangladesh's ratlo, however, is lower
than that of other South Asian countries
such as India (6.8) and Sri Lanka (10.8)
but it is still higher than countries like
Myanmar (4.2) and Vietnam (2.7), which
show lower wage disparities.

Despite the relatively low ratio, the 4.9
D9/D1 ratio reveals that income inequal-
ity remains a challenge for Bangladesh
as it suggests while there is some level of
wage compression, the gap between the
top earners, often in sectors like manu-

° Income disparity between
top 10pc and bottom 10pc
stands at 4.9 in Bangladesh

until it declined sharply to -1.8 per cent
in 2023 and furtherto -1.9 percentin
the first two quarters of 2024.

The persistent challenges of wage dispar-
ities, including the gender pay gap,
underscore the urgent need for acompre-
hensive, evidence-based, and gender-
responsive National Wage Policy, he said.
Coupled with effective wage-setting
mechanisms, such a policy can ensure
fair compensation that reflects both the
needs of workers and the nation's eco-
nomicrealities, he said,
expressing ILO's commit-
ment to supperting this
process through strength-
ened social dialogue and
fostering collaboration
among government,
employers and workers.

- "Byimplementing an inclu-
sive and transparent wage-
setting framework, we can
reduce disparities, promote
equitable opportunities, and
enhance living standards for
all workers and their fami-
lies, ultimately contributing
toa more sustainable and
Just saciety in Bangladesh,"

© It remains a challenge
for the country

facturing, finance, and trade, and the
lowest earners, primarily in agriculture
and informal labor, is still substantial.
ILO Bangladesh Country Director Tuomo
Poutiainen in a statement said in a world
of work that is quickly transforming,
marked by globalized supply chains, and
new forms of labour relations, it is con-
firmed today more than ever that wages
and wage-setting mechanisms are piv-
otal to establish decent work and social
justice in Bangladesh.

The declining trend of real wages in
Bangladesh induces critical socioeco-
nomic challenges such as working
poverty, social exclusion and multidi-
mensional poverty, he added.

Data suggest that for Bangladesh, real
wage growth remained stable between
0.5 per centand 1 per cent from 2018

added Mr Poutiainen.
According to the report
women and wage workers in
the informal economy are
more likely to be among the
lowest paid.

This reinforces the need for
targeted actions to close wage and
employment gaps and ensure fair wages
for all wage workers.

The ILO report's key recommendations
included setting wages through social
dialogue, wage-setting should take into
account both the needs of workers and
their families and economic factors
while wage policies should support gen-
der equality, equity and non-discrimi-
nation.

Decisions should be based on reliable
data and statistics, it suggested adding
national policies should reflect each
country's specific context and address
the causes of low pay such as informali-
ty, low productivity and the under-valu-
ing of jobs in sectors such as the care
economy.,

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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Every month, Sonic produces 1 mil-
lion die-cast scale models, including
those of the winning cars from inter-
national rallies. Its major export des-
tinations include European coun-
tries such as Spain, France, the UK,
Germany, and Italy, as well as Japan
in Asia.

The company is the largest
die-cast model manufacturer ex-
porting to the European market,
producing models for all major car
brands.

Sonic International was estab-
lished in Hong Kong in 1988, and in
2013, it began production at its facto-
ry in Bangladesh.

In 2023, Sonic's toy exporis were
valued at $43.17 million, according
to EPE data.

Cupcake Exports Ltd, a subsid-
jary of the US-based multinational
Cupcake Group, is one of the leading
soft toy exporters in Bangladesh.

The fabric-based toy company
began production in 2019 with just
65 employees and now employs over

600 people. The factory’s total in-
vestment was around $3 million.

In an interview with TBS, its Chief
Executive Officer, Yasir Obaid, said,
“In our first year, exports were about
$35,000, and this year, we expect our
export value to reach $2.5 million.”
“On the day we started produc-
tion, the government announced a
countrywide lockdown due to COV-
1D-19, which delayed our progress.
Operations resumed in Septem-
ber 2021 with an initial buyer from
Ukraine, though this venture was
later impacted by the Russia-Ukraine
conflict,” he said.

Initially, the company targeted
medium-sized stores in Europe and
the United States but has since shift-

ed its focus to large retailers with toy

lines, he explained.

However, he noted that exporting
from Bangladesh remains a chal-
lenge due to the lack of dedicated
toy buyer offices in the country.
Currently, Cupcake Exports Lid
works with six buyers, with more in
the pipeline. However, a significant
barrier is the absence of buyer offic-
es in Bangladesh, which forces ex-
porters to travel abroad for business
dealings, Yasir explained.

Large retailers such as Walmart,
Inditex, and H&M have toy seg-
ments, but they are primarily fo-
cused on licensed products. Bangla-
desh has limited involvement in this
area, as it requires specific certifica-
tions, he added.

He further explained that Disney,
a key player in toy licensing, has cer-
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tification through the Better Work
programme to export licensed prod-
ucts. If Bangladesh's toy industry
were included in this programme, it

TS ol

could attract both foreign and local
investment

Bangladesh is already participat-
ing in the Better Work initiative for
its garment and footwear sectors,
which could serve as a foundation
for developing the toy industry. En-
gaging Disney and similar entities in
production within Bangladesh could
unlock substantial opportunities for

the sector, the Cupcake CEO added.

Local firms can grow with govt
policy support

Local exporters believe that while Chi-
na currently dominates the global toy
market, Bangladesh has the potential
to become the second-largest toy ex-
porter within the next decade, given
the right government policy support.

Kamruzzaman Kamal, director of
Marketing at PRAN-RFL Group, a key
exporter of plastic-made toys, told
TBS that Bangladesh’s entry into
the global toy market requires sup-
portive government policies to foster
growth in this sector.

The company initially produced
plastic toys for the local market, but
in recent years, it has expanded its
exports to several countries.

According to NBR data, the com-
pany exported about $1 million
worth of plastic toys and tricycles in
the last fiscal year.

Kamal said that the local toy
market, once fully dependent on
fmports, has now become an ex-
port-driven industry, meeting about
80% of domestic demand.

Global toy market could be Bangladesh’s next forex giant

Bangladesh can capitalise on
China’s decline
“In 2016-17, China controlled about
98% of the global toy market, but
now they are gradually exiting this
industry,” said Dr Mashrur Reaz,
founder and chairman of Pelicy
- Exchange of Bangladesh, a private
think tank focused on applied public
policy and market solutions for eco-
nomic growth.

Plastic toys are also a low-cost
industry, and due to fising wages in
China, the country will no longer be
competitive in this sector, he said,
adding that this creates an opportu-
nity for Bangladesh to capture a sig-
nificant share of the market, as it is
also a labour-intensive industry.

“If we adopt the right policies,
Bangladesh could potentially export
%10 billion from this sector,” he said.

Mashrur further said that after
the RMG sector, Bangladesh has no
other large-scale export earner, with
sectors like leather, home textiles,
and frozen foods hovering between

The company is still in the eatly
stages of exporting low-cost prod-
ucts but sees opportunities to di-
versify its export portfolio by intro-
ducing higher-end toys. To expand
its export footprint, Kamal said the
company is gradually increasing its
production capacity for the export
market.

He hoped that global economies
would recover as geopolifical ten-
sions ease, as stability is essential
for boosting exports.

Exporters said the experience
gained by the RMG sector in deal-
ing with international buyers and
managing supply chains could offer
a significant advantage in tapping
inte the toy market, especially since
many of their established brands al-
ready feature toy lines.

Packaging remains a key chal-
lenge, as exporters must import
packaging materials to meet buyer
specifications. Additionally, prod-
uct testing Is crucial, with exporters
currently required to send samples
abroad for evaluation.
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$1 billion and $2 billion in exports. _

forred #1F ATeitH
ST, (AL b

o sfiee WwFmw e
AYEATE  HEIR
BaeRa SL S G,

wrew BEE (83) AT 9F.

e wfrs FEe TR
aeelg ATgE WA Sy W
G TR | 9TE,
oA

g e |
e T W, ST T
aire GA o WA MR
TR A R AR IR
(g feere B AT W
femeigran  Bowen

T ATWiR 4T
wafeigfe fim <ffered o
G g 437

fo eI 2T TR |
figren w13 WEN TEX
eww, fes s SRR I
Aot o S TATE
T FE FA0E | GRS




A A

PIFA A

8 HTFY o8

e =fferaws

3 5 B 21 s e B i s
519 U qrEre oY @eE Al GG
gaFlen | wE (il =B AeeTEE reme
*rg Tl (e w2 2 W
AETE | AT TER AE Sob G
o A G @RGP 2 qa |
e R T, b Awed ue (A
yEREEeE el @D 4 2T w0 |
Bl AL (0 T AR S i
(g 2@ ST | TS =ITET1e) B (T
tarafie s faare |

QoRE-20 deed s WH FEEE [
“ffF=1e EEGI ATTE TE AEE TASEE
S EEd ([Arere @RmIEE sl | e
wEE ez e ofe Ted
fem | =rBmEE EfE arE A S8 @i
TATEE | N s (2AfE TR sa0 TR
urd) O ofEe 25m S §1EE oo (@10
orel | T e oy arTR »as @
DIl 2 0 |

A TOFEE AT EEANR T
e, beife JwiEs SnaEg W afefm
ST S AT AS (0 48 A THE 4
saq oS Brem cafBi wowE | @
[T WA STAE S (1D @ o AT TAEE
e | wirenfoe e g wiEEwiEe
TR T AT 9% (GFIfF L 7Y o
EEE TEE, AEEe ¥R Aiasd T
&b 4 H‘f@ qijeE) q9IE Qe
38 (10 B TY TEE | @S Qe
WM A0S SR I S #1Y o ETER
Terg 9 i e T anie 43

S0 BIEE THE |

A & O SO T N (S
(EBT SN | GG S ) SR
ol | i 1 T MO A T
e = [RRes, RemifEs el 3R

—

TFEA A
v oo &FiH

TEEE NS 4 99| @FESa G
ey I e aes, Fbe ans,
wiEfHfE Il A, ora 9t | wlE
T 7T W e 1R AT, AT
qfiess ©ie i, (25 W oR ZfEE
T P CebEE FITE i ST 280
=15 By = TFE (3,80 REEH) 1B
fafes e axfai=gs =4 dieErmEE, 10
Ew S (2fs T soo B i)
TR bet &G 5 Q@) S
Sos8-36 TdaTEa U AN SR A
sho (@D T wEea @Ee A | @
el g 0 b avifEm o8 & s
e Wida B9 | T8 SEE A M A
A s8a &5 o T THE | O BTG R
208 (&6 83 #N, T thy &6 9o T,
rEFEErs A3 (b Ke =11 g s
sy @it = = Wit wee ahaeEs
ffen e TRrTES ST SATR T |

0 7 B B O i B [ M 1
st @6 =@ @G s doie

A TR e | aweuR o
@RI SE  asac-ay  wdewd | ok
wdfaers @0 @R O 8.9y @FEEE
q vE TEE 84 @0 HIE | U b
AW T WA A B MG 08
(6 TElge T4 ST (W G |

T AEA A w4l o g 4
(9T UE] S S e ST (e
el Bieiea e olE 2= S 2 e
=7 | fareee 9ome, Aesimied sehifers
2 TR OhE e warﬁ‘ma
A =l oA mf s e
TS TS (S ﬁzah. Rl
G 2R = wE RS B
foore el Fae, GHE o9
o wd Wi R, U e,
fopmg 43 & Frem mmas sEgr e
w1 e SIS |

AT 2 S A T i e,
s QIS 9 |




AGED

=Py T s w
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2024,

70 more Bangladeshis
return from Lebanon

Staff Correspondent

SEVENTY more Bangla-
deshi nationals were re-
patriated on Monday from
Lebanon amid Israeli inva-
sion that killed nearly 3,000
people there, including a
Bangladeshi in the past four
months,

A total of 338 Bangla-
deshi migrants returned
home from the wartorn
ongoing conflict between
Hezbollah and Israel.

A statement by the minis-
try of foreign affairs said that
the group arrived in Dhaka
on Monday morning.

The foreign ministry, the
expatriates’ welfare ministry,

the Bangladesh embassy in
Beirut, and the International
Organisation for Migration
are jointly working to bring
back the Bangladeshis.

The minisiry noted that
338 Bangladeshis had now
returned from Lebanon by
seven flights, Several others
are waiting for return.

The I0M provided each
returnee with Tk 5,000 in
pocket money, some food,
and basic medical assistance.

The MOFA assured thal
the government would
cover all costs associated
with the repatriation of the
Bangladeshi expatriates who
wished to return due to the
coriflict in Lebanon.

The Bangladesh Em-

bassy in Lebanon is work-
ing to also ensure the safety
of those who chose to stay
there.

A Bangladeshi was killed
in the airstrike on Saturday
and several others were in-
jured in the conflict while
several athers allegedly re-
mained missing,

The deceased was Mo-
hammad Nizam Uddin, 31,
son of late Mohammad Ab-
dul Quddus of Khaira area
of Kasba upazila in Brah-
manbaria.

Nizam was staying in a
coffee shop where the Israeli
force attacked. This is the
first reported case of death
of a Bangladeshi in Israeli
airstrike.

(T | 8 e soRd |

According to the media
reports, at least 2,897 people
have been killed and 13,150
wounded in Lebanon by Is-
raeli attacks since October
last year.

Officials said that a list of
some 2,000 Bangladeshis got
prepared to repatriate at the
first phase.

According to Bangla-
desh's Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training
slatistics, at least 267,364
Bangladeshis migrated lo
the country since 2002, Of
them, 61,786 migrated since
2015.

Over one lakh Bangla-
deshi migrants are now
working in the west Asian
country.
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RMG exports to US plummet
6.28pc in Jan-Sept

MONIRA MUNNI

Bangladesh's apparel
exports to the United States
during the first nine months
of 2024 sustained a negative
growth compared to the
major competitors that are
improving fast including
China, Vietnam and India.

The country's readymade
parment exports to the US-
its single largest destination-
plummeted 6.28 per cent
during the  January-
September period of 2024,
reaching US35.21 billion,

ing to the Office of
Textiles -~ and Apparel
(OTEXA) under the US
department of commerce

per cent fewer garments,
totalling 1.73 billion square
metres, during January-
September 2024 compared
to- 1.76 billion sguare
metres in the corresponding
period of the previous year.

The country's position
remained unchanged as the
third-largest apparel
exporter to the US market
with 9.7 per cent share
while China and Viemam

occupied the first and the

second highest positions
with 21.06 per cent and

18.75 per cent stakes respec-
tively.
Victnam, India;.

Cambodia and Pakistan
entered into the positive ter-
ritory during the period
while China recarded 2.28
per cent negative growth -
during the period.
Exporters attribute the
loss of export share and
failure of the China shift
fully in the US market to
several domestic issues,
including extended lead
time, imconsistent energy
supplies and a generally
high cost of doing business.
Meanwhile, a study by
the US Fashion Industry
Association (USFIA) found
that the American fashion
companies are diversifying
their apparel sourcing and
EYDIORRG OppOrunifies

emerging destinations,

especially  India, amid
growing risks and market
uncertainty in Bangladesh,

It mentioned shipping
delays, supply-chain disrup-
tions, and 'managing

geopolitics and other politi-
cal instability’ related to
sourcing as the top five con-
cerns among the US brands
and retailers in 2024.
According to thc hl‘l.lﬁ§,

buyers consider India to be
more competitive than most
other  Asian  suppliers
regarding vertical integra-
tion capability, manufactur-
ing flexibility and agiliry.

India’s fashion exports to
the US showed improved
performance  over  the
months.

India’'s RV exporis to
the US market slightly
increased by 0.47 per cent
to $3.63 billion, while
Cambodia and Pakistan
saw 7.09 per cent and 2.32
per cent rise to $2.78 billion
and §1.58 billion during the
January-September period
of this year.

US apparel imports from
Vietnam totalled $11.21 bil-
lion in January-September
2024, marking a 1.22-per-
cent year-over-year growth,
according to OTEXA data.

During the same period,
China's apparel exports (o

fhe US dechined by 128 pex

cent to $12.50 billion.

OTEXA data shows that
overall US apparel imports
fell by 2.57 per cent to
$59.32 billion in the first
nine months of 2024, down
from $60.89 billion in the
same period of 2023,

Overall 1S apparel
imports, in terms of vel-
ume, increased by 2.57 per
cent followed by a 4.06-per-
cent rise from China, 6.66

per cent from Vietnam, 9.58
per cent from India, 11.43
per cent from Cambodia
and 1.63 per cent from
Palastan.

Talking to The Financial
Express, exporters said they
were facing gas and electric-
ity issues ‘with factories
unable to operate at full
capapity. Besides, unrest in
the last several days has
taken a heavy toll on the
sector.

They also pumted out
that an increased Chinese
investment in Vietnam has
positioned the country to
capitalise on China's shift-
ing focus, leading to rising
Vietnamese exports to the
US market while orders are
also shifting ‘to India m
recent times.

Fazlul Hoque, former
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association

(BEMEAY, sad all coune

tries were affected by the

sluggish global demand
including the EU and US
which now is getting better.

The work-order situation
has been m:.pr{wmg in
recent months with a rising
trend despite price chal-
lenges, he said, explaining
that local yarn prices are
also going high.

Echoing Mr Hoque,
Mahmud Hasan Khan,
managing director of Rising
Group, said the work-order
projection for next January-
February period is 'not bad'.

Regarding prices, he said
it is difficalt to get the
expected rates that mainly
depend on the bargaining
capacity. Many accept the
lower price than their over-
head cost mamly for the

are now phwmg orders with
shorter lead times due to
various factors.

This situation puts China
and Viemam, with their
shorter lead time and more
consistent energy supplies,
in a stronger position, they
noted, adding that the gas
crisis is making it difficult
for them to meet existing
lead time.

They also mentioned that
garment manufacturing is a
business of lead time - the
sooner the exporters can
ship goods, the higher they
will pget work orders.
Meeting production time-
lines is difficult as securing
raw matenals takes a longer
time while they need addi-
tional days in opening back-
to-back LCs because of the
problems in banks, they
added.

Talking to the FE, a num-
ber of exporters expressed
fear of shifting work orders
as they could not run facto-
ries due to labour unrest.

According to industry
sources, a total of 37 ready-
made garment factories in
various industrial belts - 32
located in Gazipur and
Mymensingh areas and five
in Savar, Ashulia and Zirani

areas - could not operate on——

Thursday due to workers'
WOIESL.
miini_fe@yahoo.com
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eaminp in Dnmbat 2024
increased by 20.85 per cent
year-on-year to $4.13 bil-
lion with those
of $3.42 billion in the same
month of 2023, riding on
increased shipments of
readymacde garments.

The country’s export
earnings in four months
(July-October) of ths cur-
rent financial year 2024-25

grew by 10.80 per cent to |-

$15.79 billion compared
with $14.25 billion in the
same period of FY24, ac-

On the other hand, the
growth might be accurate,
as the past year's export
earnings figures were in-
flated, and the government
has recently revised the
data based on actual ship-
ment records, he said.

EPB i Md
Anwar Hossain said that

in October was not unreal-
istic, as production in most
of the factories remained
uninterrupted, with only a
few units affected by labour
unrests,

Afile photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory in Narayanganj. Bangladesh’s export eamings in October
2024 increased by 20.65 per cent yearon-year to $4.13 billion compared with those of $3.42 billion in the same month of 2023,

riding on increased shipments of readymade garments.

The EPB data showed
that - the readymade ~ gar-
ment sector feiched $12.81
billion in the July-October
period of FY25, marking
a year-on-year growth of
11.38 per cent.

In the four months of
FY24, export earnings from
the RMG sector amounted
to $11.50 billion.

The data showed that
the export earnings from
knitwear sub-sector in July-
October of FY25 increased
by 12.08 per cent to $7.20
billion, while earnings from
woven garments fetched
$5.60 billion, reflecting

a 10.48-per cent increase
over the - corresponding
period, :

In October 2024, earn-
ings from readymade gar-
ment . increased by 22.80
per cent to $3.3 billion
compared with those of
$2.68 billion in the same
period of 2023.

The home textile suh-
seclor registered 1.31 per
cent growth in exports in
the July-October period,
with earnings reaching
$254.94 million.

According to the EPB
data, exports of jute and
jute goods in july-October

totalled at $364:81 million,
showing a decling of 13.70

per cent.

Earnings from agricul-
tural products such as veg-

atables, fruits and dry foods

erew by 6.38 per cent lo
$385.48 million over the
past four months of FY25.

Export earnings from
engineering products in-
creased by 3.14 per cent
to $16303 million in July-
October of FY25.

Exports of frozen and
live fish rose by 10.59 per
cent, amounting to $153. 18
million in the period.

Earnings from Jeather

— New Age photo

and leather Lgmds exports
totalled at $372.24 million,
Iegtstenug a growth of 9.82

- per cent in the ]‘uly-Dc_toher

period of FY25.
- Pharmaceutical exports
amounted to $68.85 mil-

lion, an increase of 4.38 per

cent in the period.

Exports of non-leather
footwear also rose by 36
per cent, reaching $167.11

million,

The EPB data also
showed that exports of
plastic products grew by
36.19 cent, reaching
$102.84 million in the four
months of FY25.
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IGRATION is a defining
feature of = maodern
economies, particularly

in developing nations like
Bangladesh, where young people
are increasingly moving from rural
areas to urban centres. This trend,

Addressmg the effects of youth migration requires t ec
- government interventions and policies that balance rural
- and urban development, writes Matiur Rahman

driven by various social, econom-
ic, and environmental factors, pro-
foundly reshapes rural economies
and family structures. While
migration opens up new opportu-

tural productivity can decline due
to labor shortages, forcing families
to adapt to a reduced workforce or
mechanize specific agrarian
processes. This shift can result in

nities for individuals, it often lower yields, affecting local food
imposes complex challenges on security and the economic stability
families and communities left of rural communities.

In recent years, Bangladesh has leave, the local demand for goods
experienced a significant increase and services can shrink, impacting
in youth migration from rural to Small businesses and local markets
urban areas, a trend fueled by sey- relying on a steady customer flow:
eral factors. Foremost among them Shops, transportation services, and
is the aspiration for better econom- other local enterprises that depend
ic prospects, with cities offering on young people's spending may
employment opportunities, educa- suffer, leading to a cycle of eco-
tional advancement, and improved nomic contraction. Over time, this
access to healthcare and other demand reduction can discourage
amenities often scarce in rural investment and innovation in rural
regions. Young people see cities as communities, pushing even more
spaces where they can escape the residents toward misratior.
limitations of rural life and achieve _ /At the same time, remittances
upward mobility. from migrated family members

Globalisation, technological S€TV€ as crucial economic support
advancements, and government for many rural families. Money
policies focused on urbanisation Sent back home by young workers
have contributed to the allure of RielpS to sustain households,
urban centers. Young individuals, finance children’s education, and
particularly those with some level fund healthcare expenses. These
of education, are drawn to urban femittances have sometimes
areas where the labour marker is led families to improve living
more dynamic, with opportunities c0nditions, invest in better hous-
spanming sectors like manufactur- 118, Or start small businesses.
ing, services, and information Nevertheless, the dependence on
technology. However, the outflow Temittances can also create a new
of youth from rural areas is not €conomic vulnerability. Families
without consequences. As more f€lying on external income
young people migrate to cities, become: suscegr_fble to financial
rural communities face challenges Shocks if the migrant workers face
beyond mere economic impacts, job instability or economic down-
touching on social cohesion, fami- TWINS in utban centers.

! lynarhics, and *cultural tradi-  The departure of young people
s ! ~ for cities reshapes family structures

Youth migration exerts a consid- 2d community dynamics in rural

erable impact on rural economies. areas. Traditionally, extended fam-

| As young workers migrate, agricul- 11V structures in Bangladesh have

w» |
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Impact of youth
migration to cities
in Bangladesh

i

argeted

relied on younger family members members may suffer from loneli-
to support older generations and ness and reduced social support,
participate in household responsi- leading to mental health concerns
bilities. With young adults migrat- such as anxiety and depression.
ing to cities, older family members, Additionally, children growing up
including elderly parents, often without one or both parents pres-
take on additional burdens and ent may experience emotional dis-
face increased isolation. tress, educational disruptions, and
Grandparents and older siblings limited guidance.
frequently assume caregiving roles’ For women, mainly wives of
for younger children, adding stress migrants, managing households
10 a demanding situation. alone can be overwhelming.
Migration can also lead to an Women often take on the tradi-
emotional disconngct among fami- tional caregiving roles and the
ly members, as prolonged. physical additional responsibilities associat-
separation diminishes family cohe- ed with managing finances and
sion and disrupts traditional sup- agricultural activities. While some
port networks. In many cases, Women experience empowerment
communication between urban through these new roles, many
migrants and their families is limit- struggle with the physical and
ed by economic constraints and emotional toll of handling all fam-
the demands of urban life, which ily responsibilities independently.
may limit the time and resources  Children of migrant workers
available to maintain close family also face significant challenges.
ties. Over time, this distance can Although remittances can improve
erode traditional values and cus- their quality of life, a parent's
toms typically passed down absence may lead to behavioral
through generations within family issues, academic challenges, and a
seftings. weakened sense of family unity. In
Additionally, migration often|some cases, children left behind
delays or disrupts marriages and may drop out of school early to
family formations. For many|assist with household chores or
young people, moving to cities for | contribute, financially, perpetuat-
work or education takes priority [i cycle of limited.educational
over settling down and starting a|attainment and future migration.
family. This delay in marriage can| Youth migration also influences
alter demographic trends within |the cultural fabric of rural commu-
rural areas, with lower birth rates |nities. As young people adapt to
and an aging rural population urban lifestyles, they are exposed
becoming more common. The to different social norms, values,
scarcity of marriageable individu- and attitudes. The tension between
als within rural areas also j;npacts modern and traditional values may
community continuity and the lead to generational conflicts, as
future of rural populations. younger family members push for
Families in rural areas face change while older members strive

unique challenges in the wake of ﬁ 5

youth migration. Elderly family
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to preserve cultural continuity.
This dynamic can erode rural com-
munities' collective identity, creat-

=mon = Are migrant workers

=etFreceiving ‘YIP i
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unteering
ticipating in social activities.

opment. Policymakers in
creating inclusive economic oppor-
tunities in rural areas to reduce the
pressure on urban centers and alle-
viate the hardships faced by fami-
lies left behind. Investing in rural
infrastructure, education,

healthcare can improve living stan-

make them more attractive to
young people.

Moreover, government pro-
grammes promoting sustainable
agriculture, entrepreneurship, and
rural industries can help create
local emplayment opportunities,
reducing migration incentives. By
supporting small-scale businesses
and facilitating access to credit, the
gavernmeut Can encourage eco-

nomic diversification and
resilience in  rural areas.
Additionally, social protection pro-

grammes for elderly individuals
and children in migrant house-
holds can help address some of the
challenges associated with family
separation and provide essential
support to vulnerable populations.

Youth migration from rural to
urban areas will likely persist in !
Bangladesh as cities grow and eco-
nomic opportunities concentrate
in urban centers. However, this
migration's social, financial, and

mm'mnm:nta.l CONSequences
require thoughtful consideration
and ic action to ensure that

rural communities do not suffer.
Balancing urban and rural devel-
opment is essential for the coun-
try's overall well-being, as both

Bangladesh's economy and cultur-
al identity.

For rural Bangladesh to thrive, it
is crucial to recognise the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of migrant

address their unique needs.
Empowering rural communities,
strengthening family structures,
and fostering sustainable local
cconomics can mitigate some of
the adverse effects of migration
and ereate a brighter future for all
citizens. As Bangladesh navigates
its development path, addressing
the impacts of youth migration
! will be central to building a more
] mdum and resilient society.
Dr. Matiur Rahman is a researcher
i and development worker.
mativrrahman588@gmail com
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that balance rural and urban devel-
Bangladesh face the challenge of

areas play interconnected roles in |

families and create policies that .
| dozen returnee migrants from the Mid-
|dle East to understand what changes

airpor

igmnt worker Jubayer was sur-
prised when police and Ansar
personnel at the Hazrat Shah-

jalal International Airport (HSIA) ad-
dressed him as ‘sir’ after he returned
and home from Saudi Arabia on 23 October.

“This is the first time I was treated as

dards in rural communities amisuchatmeau'pnn. Jubayer said.

Migrant workers, the backbone of
Bangladesh’s economy, have long suf-

fered at the airport in Dhaka as officials

there are not known for respecting ot
assisting the workers. And they have
/long demanded better treatment.

Things finally changed with Sheikh
Hasina's ouster, where expats played a
crucial role by sending money through
unofficial channels only, and depriv-

ing the regime of the necessary dollars
for the forex reserve. After the interim
government took power, it promised mi-
grant workers the respect they deserve.

Asif Nazrul, adviser to the Ministry of
Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Em-
ployment said in September that retum-
ee migrant workers would receive “VIP
teatment” at the airport, stating that
“service quality... has already improved.”

Detailing the nature of the VIP treat-
ment, the adviser mentioned that wurk

ers will get assistance wh‘h luggage
check-in and immigration processes
while a zero-tolerance policy will be
maintained against harassment or hu-
miliation of expatriates at airports.

And on 11 November, Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus inaugurated a spe-
cial lounge for the country's migrant
workers at HSIA. The lounge offers

Bangladeshi migrant workers space to

rest and subsidised food.
“Our migrant workers are nation
builders. In the July-August mass up-

| rising, they played a big role. We will

always be grateful to them,” Professor

| Yunus said at the inauguration.

The Business Standard visited the
airport and interviewed around two

had been enacted at the HSIA.
- The feedback is mixed.

“I had a better experience this time,"
said Mohammad Shuvo of Narayan-
ganj, a Kuwait returnee. “I got my lug-
gage faster than before, They wouldn’t

handle our luggage with care before. My
friends even had their luggage ripped or

damaged. But this time, I saw them [air-

" port officials] being more careful.”

=

treatment’ at the

" But service by imuugratlon authori-
ties, Shuvo said, was a bit slow. And he
had ample complaints against Biman.
“They always delay. We had more than
two hours of delay this time,” he added.

Margubur Rahman, an expat from
Narail who returned in the same flight
with Shuvo said that the Biman flight
took off at 3:00am though it was sup-
posed to take off at 12:45am. “The other
airlines don’t delay like Biman."”

But Margubur was happy with his ex-
perience at the airport.

“The police used to misbehave with
us. They used to ask too many questions
but this time, they behaved, and my lug-
gage too arrived early,” Margubur said.
“The airport officials guided us and in-
quired about our wellbeing.” :

Shipon Hossain from Pahna, a Saudi

expat, said he was happy with the over-
all service. “They used to push us aside
as if we were inferior. 1 felt that it has
improved a lot,” he said.

Shahin Mia from Kishoreganj has
been a migrant worker in Saudi Arabia
for eight years. So far, he has returned
home four times.

“My experience was worse than he-
fore. My luggage

B

Instead of prioritising popularity,
decisions should be sustainable
and solution-driven. Sometimes,
services are rushed to become
popular simply to show
immediate results, especially 5
by those in government eager to
demonstrate progress. However,
if we are truly aiming to support
migrant workers, we should
measure success by whether

the overall cost of their travel
abroad has been reduced, and
whether exploitation has been
minimised.

SHARIFUL HASAN
PROGRAMME HEAD, BRAC MIGRATION PROGRAMME

RS PN
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‘Are migrant Wbrkers receiving

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
took one hour to arrive,” he said.
“The [HSTA] doesn't allow us to take the trolley
outside the airport premise, which would help us.
We have a lot of luggage, There is no option but
to call for a porter. Other countries give us more
respect and privilege,” Shahin added. '
Shlhab.amthezmig{mwuﬂwﬁomlamlpur
who returned from Saudi Arabia in October said he
also had to wait an hour and half for his luggage.
“In Saudi Arabia, we see our bags are handled
carefully. But here, our bags are not handled with
care, We have valuable things in our luggage. Ifit is
damaged, will the airport compensate?” he asked.
“Many are saying that this and that has im-
proved, but nothing has really happened,” he
added.

- We reached out to Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment Advisor Asif Nazrul and
Secretary Ruhul Amin for a comment, but they
didn’t receive our calls.

“Aupprt services should be'of such a standard

that every passenger receives equal treatment,
regardless of their identity — whether they are
government employees, expatriates, or others,
If services are designed specifically for certain
groups, such as expats, they may not adequately
cover all passengers,” Shariful Hasan of Brac Mi-
gration Programme told TBS.

He said the focus should be on inbound pas-
sengers more than outbound passengers, as they
typically require more support upon their return,
especially regarding luggage and baggage.

“Instead of prioritising popularity, decisions
should be sustainable and solution-driven. Some-
times, services are rushed to become popular
simply to show immediate results, especially by
those in government eager to dembnsu:ale pro-
gress. However, if we are trulva-.hning to support
migrant workers, we should measure success by
whether the overall cast of their travel abroad has
been reduced, and whether exploitation has been
minimised. Unfununately I believe we are still
far from achieving these goals,” he added.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Garment workers have blocked
the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway for the second
consecutive day over arrears,
causing severe disruptions for
travellers.

Around 2,000 workers
from five T&Z Group factories
— T&Z Apparels Limited, Basic
Clothing Limited, Apparels
Plus, Basic Knitwear Limited,
and Apparel Art Limited
- blocked the highwav at
Gazipur's Basan area around
8:00am yesterday, demanding

o three months' overdue wages.
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"We've waited long enough
based on the owners’ promises.
We can’t wait any longer,” a
protesting worker said.

Gazipur Industrial Police
Assistant - Superintendent
Mosharraf  Hossain  said,
“We've (ried several times to
mediate, but the employer
has repeatedly failed to meet
payment deadlines.”

The officer could not
provide a timeline for resolving
the standoff.

Workers said the employer
missed the deadline for
payments multiple times,

Due to the blockade,

ﬁimﬁmﬁ 14
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- RMG workers block
highway for second day

traffic pressure intensified on
adjacent highways including
Dhaka Kishoreganj, Dhaka-
Tangail, and Dhaka-Sylhet.

“A trip from Dhaka to
Kishoreganj took eight hours
today [vesterday] instead of
the usual three,” said Fatema
Begum, a traveller heading to
Kishoreganj.

Meanwhile, a notice from the
T&Z Group’s chairman, issued
on Saturday, apologised for
the delays, citing power supply
issues as the cause of factory
closures. However, repeated
attempts to contact the factory
officials were unsuccessful.
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TEA wbrim of the states
owned National Tea Compa-
nyarannanimﬁnitaﬂnhe

wage arrears.

'I‘hewurlmdlﬁteaﬂ
dens of the country have been
on strike for more than a wesk
demanding their wapes with-
out attending work.
inhumane life as they are not
getting their wage arrears, the
workers said. .

About 17 thousand tea
dens while another 30,000
people depend on them for

The labour leaders of vari-
ous NTC tea ptanﬂﬂam in

~workers work in these gar-

wuhlhelaad—
msui

mllnmmﬂduhazﬂand
areabaermnglhm:;hnkeﬁm
the moming of October 21.

The tea workers said that
they were owed 6 weeks’
wages and were living an in-
human life.

Tea workers are living an  wark.
Moulvibazar has seven tea i

gardens out of 16 tea gardens
under the ownership of Na-

tional Tea Company.
Fal, the

tation, said that the workers
weraont*::ﬁweaks‘

‘Before the Jast Durga Puja,
the authorities said that they

youth
leader of Patrakhola tea plan- .

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2024,

mndgvan&nym
Pradeep said.

GnutanﬂKmn.afamh
hﬂﬂ'ufﬂmtmwukmd

commodities. Tk 170 wage
per dav is not in line with the
market,

atotal of six weeks, Bijoy said.

T am requesting the gov-
ernment to take quick initia-
tive 1o solve the

ovt tea garden workers on
strike for payment of dues

ihnwnhith-
Ckmp:#smml 4
Ml‘h;mﬁdm
Were affort 1o

: making every
pay the wages rﬂha\lmhs.

I the workers continue

thi:l)gwilllemsolvndwmn

Kamalganj of Moulvibazar would' give
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Opemng BOfh
apparel workers

condemned

Staff Correspondent

'STUDENT leaders, labour
leaders and workers al &
rally in Dhaka on Friday
condemned the firing into
apparel workers during their
workers is not expected in the
post-uprising period, they said
at the rally arganised by the
progressive student organisa-
tions in front of the Bangla-
desh National Museurm.
They' also demanded an
end to such firing and re-
pression and an end to lay-
off of the apparel workers,
and to bring the involved
persons to book.
Garments Sramik Oikya
Forum president Mushrefa
Mishu said that the contri-
bution of the workers in the
student-led mass uprising
was largely ignored in the
post-uprising period. :
The repression on workers
has not cha even after
the fall of the fascist Awami
League rtegime as warkers
went through the same re-
pression during the Awami
regime, said Mishu. ‘Waork-
ars' right cannot be ensured
if bourgeois system cannot be

abo]mhed.mdhﬁshu

for such repression and
into apparel workers that
at least two people Killed
several injured. -
Garment worker
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forcers did not take any step

against the garment owners
who did not pay due wages

Union Centre depuly penesal
secretary Monzur Moin said

that repression on workers was %

not the spirit of the uprising,
Referring to the Thursday's -
firing into apparel workers in
Mirpur, Moin said that an in-
clusive Bangladesh would not
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gion continued,

Socialist Student © Front
president Salman Siddiqui,
Revolutionary Student-
Youth Movement president
Tawfika Priya and Demo-
r:ral:ic Students' Council
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Staff Correspondent

WORKERS from five gar-
ment factories of the TNZ
Group in Gazipur called off
their blockade on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway = at
Mogorkhal in the city Mon-
day evening after staging
protests there for three days.

The blockade had brought

caused a 20-kilometre tailback
on both sides of the highway
during the protesting hours.
The workers called off
the blockade on Monday
evening as the labour min-
istry and the factory own-
ers pledged to pay the first
instalment of Tk 6 crore in
wages on November 17,
Following a meeting with
warkers’ and factory owners’
represenlalives al Shrama
Bhaban in Dhaka on Mon-
day evening, the labour sec-
retary AHM Shafiquzzaman
announced that the remain-
ing dues would be settled by
November 30,
The funds will primarily
be disbursed from the labour
ministry’s Workers' Welfare
Kind, and the factory owner

public life to a standstill and

After 53
hours, the workers lifted |
their blockade at about
2:30pm on Monday, the third
day of the protest, followin
an, assurance of wages from
government officials.

A group of workers, just
two hours later, returned to
the same spot and reiterated
their demand for payment.

Public life mm Gazipur
came to a standstill due to
the siege thal resulted in a
traffic jam stretching about
20 kilometres on both sides
of the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway.

Hundreds of vehicles be-
came stuck on alternative
routes; including the Dha-
ka-Tangail and the Dhaka-
Bypass highways, leading lo
extensive traffic congestion,

Passengers, inchiding
those in ambulances with
patients, endured severe
hardship due to the over-
whelming gridlock.

The situation sparked
widespread anger among
people from various sectors,
including students, who were
affected due to the delays.

to  sources

A

People suffer as ==
RMG workers *
block highway
for third day

Blockade called off after ﬁzctary
owners pledge to pay first
instalment of wages Sunday
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RMG - GAZIFUR

TBS REPORT

Workers of four factories in
Gazipur's Konabari area, in-
cluding three apparel factories,
staged demonstrations yesterday
over various demands, including
payment of overdue wages and
reinstatement of terminated em-

ployees

The -affected factories are —
MM Enitwear Ltd, Mamun Knit-
wear Ltd, Swadhin Garments and

(Quasem Lamps Ltd.

Gazipur Industrial Police 2

Gazipur Labour Court un-
der Sections 121 and 123 of
the Bangladesh Labour Act
2006 for the non-payment

from the army, Rapid Ac-

attempted to clear the road.

WEDNESDAY 13. 11 2024

Workers of four
Gazipur factories
protest over arrears,

other demands, .. ......

working conditions. While some de-
mands were met, others were not ac-
cepted, leading to an indefinite shut-
down of the factories on 4 November
for safety reasons, as per the Labor
Act 2006,

Once the situation stabilised,
both factories reopened on 9 No-
vember. However, MM Knitwear Lid
terminated 68 workers while Mamun
Knitwear Ltd dismissed 45, citing
disciplinary issues. This led to fur-
ther unrest, with workers refusing to
resume normal operations.

MM Knitwear Ltd’s administrative
officer Md Monowar Hossain said that -
terminated workers had been paid
their dues in line with the labour law.

Superintendent Md Sarwar Alam
told TBS that a total of 14 RMG and
non-RMG factories, including the
four mentioned above, in Gazipur
remained closed as of Tuesday.

According to industrial police
and factory sources, thousands
of workers of MM Knitwear Ltd
and Mamun Knitwear Ltd halted
work around gam vesterday, de-
manding the rehiring of recently
terminated workers.

The latest protests in these
two factories follow a 3 November -

- d Em?mﬂaﬁon from work and staged protests push-
{ bb’ ing a 10-point charter of demands,

will'vepay the artount to the
ministry after a specified pe-
rind.

The workers of the TNZ
Group began  blocking
the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway at Mogorkhal in
Gazipur city on Saturday
morning, demanding the
payment of overdue wages
and allowances and the reo-
pening of closed factaries.

fiom thf'."ﬂang'l‘ﬂrlmh Gar-
ment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, the
authorities of 27 factories
declared their unils closed
for Monday to prevent po-
tential vandalism amid the
labour unrest within the
TNZ Group.

According lo a reporl
from the Department of

Continued on page 4 Col. 2

Gazipur Industrial Police-2 Super-
intendent Md Sarwar Alam told TBS
the authorities are engaged in dis-
cussions with the workers, attempt-
ing to resolve the issue and encour-
age them to return to work.

Meanwhile, in Gazipur's Jarun
area, employees at Swadhin Gar-
ments have been ptotnesﬂns for three
consecutive days over one month’s
unpaid wages, gathering nﬁde ﬂu

| | : including attendance bonuses, tiffin
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wage for tannery
workers demanded

United News of Bangladesh - for

the socisl nery industry.

[laaka

darity esh at
a city hotel, they urged the
government to publish a ga-
zette on the recommended
mmﬁmnw@af'l‘kml}m
for the tapnery sector,
Members of Tannery
Workers Union and Bang-
ladesh Labour Rights Jour-
nalists Forum attended the

They stressed the need

andemimnmentalnghis of
wnrkmaiuthatannmy sec-
tor. -
TWU  president Abul
Kalam Azad, its general sec-

retary Abdul Malek, coun- the
fry programme dxm[:l.cu' of
. Sofidari :

Nassim, BLRJF president

Kazi Abdul Hannan, among they

others, spoke at the event.
The speakers said that
after 16 months of forma-
tion of the minimum wage
board, the recommendation
of minimum wage Tk 18001
was placed to labour min-
istry. But the ministry was
delaying to publish the final
gazette to implement the

minimum wage in the fan-

» |

The discussion highlight-
ed that the tannery workers
were leading a miserable life
as they were lowly paid due
to lack of wage discipline in
After shifting the tannery
industry to Savar, the wm'ia:

aribag, the workers got hous-
ing in nearby tannery areas,
but in Sevar tannery, there
was no housing facility for

They also said that for a
sustainable
immediale implementation
of minimum wage was re-

environmeni
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Tea workers ‘demo for arrears

I"\m G}ihl.l

llundreds nf tea “urkem mok o
the streets in Svlhet yesterday,
demanding immediate payment of
unpaid wages and rations.
Organised by the Sylhet District
branch of the Bangladesh Trade Union
Centre, the protest march highlighted
the dire financial and humanitarian
crisis faced by thousands of workers
from tea estates across the region.
Abul Kalam Azad, acting president
of the Sylhet District Trade Union
Centre, presided over the rally.
Speakers urged the government

and tea estate authorities to swillly

address the crisis and ensure the basic
rights of tea workers. “Our struggle is
not merely for wages; it's for survival
and dignity,” a labour leader declared.
The march, which began at
2:00pm from Keane Bridge premises
and proceeded through Zindabazar,
called for wurgent government
intervention to alleviate the plight
of approximately 12,000 workers
from 12 tea estates managed by the
National Tea Company (NTC).
Workers alleged that they have
been deprived of wages and rations
for nearly three months, pushing their

Deswcsubrmmng memorandums
to the government and staging a 26-
day continuous strike, they claim no
action has been taken, they added.

Protesters warned that over
40,000-50,000 individuals,
inchuding tea workers and their
families, are now facing starvation.

“AL a time when living costs are
soaring, we are denied even the
meager daily wage of Tk 178.50.
How can we survive?” one protesier
questioned.

The workers demanded immediate
implementation of a fair minimum
wage structure for 2023 24, aligned

with current market conditions, as
well as regular payment of wages and
rations. Other demands included
full rations for families, land rights,
democratic labour laws, and the
resolution of disparities in casual and
earned leave entitlements.

Key labour leaders, including
lla:mara}an Hazra, general secretary
of the Moulvibazar Tea Workers Union,
and other union representatives, also
addressed the rally.

The protest concluded with a
call for unity among workers and a
pledge to continue their movement
until their demands are met.

families to the brink of desperation.
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Tea rkers continue strike

'

demanding arrears, rations

Durmmwm
Mcn.ilwbazar

TEA workers from 12 gar
dens under the National
Tea Company in Habiganj,
Moulvibazar and Sylhet dis-
trict have been on strike for
over a month, demanding
three months’ unpaid wages
and rations,

The workers and their
families, m around
50,000, are in a dire financial
crisis, with many facing a si-
lent famine.

" their demands to the labour

adviser of the interim govern-
ment via Moulvibazar deputy
commissioner Israel Hossain.
The DC assured the work-
ers' leaders that he would
escalate the matter to higher
autharities,
The memorandum high-
m:ndph@l of 11,286
248 employees
from NTC's 12 gardens, in-
cluding thoss in Habiganj,
Moulvibazar, and Sylhet
districts.
Harinarayan Hazra,
eral af the Tea Work-
ars' Association, said that sur-

vivingunad.nﬂywageof’l‘k

178.50 amid rising costs was
already a struggle, Without
wages and rations, the situa-
tion was unbearable.
Vice-president Madhu Ra-
jak added that workers had
been protesting for over a
month, but the
had vet to address their de-
mands, Despite the crisis,
even basic rice rations were
being withheld.

According to  organis-
ing secretary Laxmi Rani
Bakti, the interim govern-

gen- ment blames the crisis on the

NTC board's collapse after
Augunt 8; n::lth:g insufficient
the agricultural

hank.l-lowwannustapshnva
been taken to reconstitute the
board and resalve the issue,
PP frory a5
food aid to some tea workers'
families and pledged to advo-
cate for a solution with senior
The affected gardens in-
cluda Surma, Teliapara,
Parkul, Jagdishpur, and Chan-
dighhara Tea Gardens in Hab-
iganj; Bijoya, Madhabpur,
Patrakhola, Kurma, Cham-
paray, and
Tha Gardens in

Moulvibezar and Lakkatura
Tea Garden in Sylhet.
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Staﬁ Cmﬁ.spmnde

EXPEKTS at a- pmgrammn‘

on Saturday said.that Bang-"

lndesh should make:timely
preparations to address.the
job losses automation could .

IJ\J

' matanai handltng system

it said.

-According to the repor

: ;Dbs such as artificial ne

ral -network experts,  pic
and-place robot  operator

B numerical controllers, an

cause in the readymade g gar- automated fusing and pres
mev*and{.ead:i.lﬁsamor. ing machine operators we:

“to'a study ; re- " becoming increasingly in
porlre]eﬁed at the inaugural. ‘portant.

seremony of a two-day sym-
posium fifled ‘The 4th In-

:l'ustnal’ Revoluhon. lmpﬂcl

iuﬂngthis;unod.

Bnngladesh[nsmuta e

f Labour Sludies in col-
mommn with the Intema—

olvement nf wmkars trade
nions, ‘employers and the
il s.ociatym this process.
“Skill development was
ighlighted as a keyppnnnty
\quiring $trategic planning
summﬁ_ﬂ lmpiementa

o0
Mmuﬁmyw
safiquzzaman said that
at Bangladesh must align
welf with the global shift
wards the 4th Industrial
wvalution,  stressing - that
yw is the time to make nec-

heir_ tradxtmﬂal roles . by
1041 although ‘a significant
wmber of new types af jobs .
vouldamsrgamthesacmr

; mumcah.un Technology f.’li- tro], “production -
tri ,',wsion ‘additional -

Abu Sayed Md Kamruzza- -
. man said- that it was crucisl -~ “Even h.igh-sk:l.lleﬂ rales,-
to define the term ‘worksr’ . including fashion designers,
operators, port-
ical standards for the use of = folie developefs, and pro-
_artificial intelligencs.

prepgratlonstoaﬂdr&asﬁlebhicas&s utn_ :

essarypmpﬂrahons needle h:ht!tt:h machmes
- He -underscored the im- chain stitch - machines, anrl

, -“pcu'tmca ‘of making timely sewing mechanics, were at-
‘- policy decisions to mitigate riskmthanppmulandtm:m,
-the risks to workers’ employ- _ tilesector.
. ment m:isins from _the_4th f' 5
'~ Industrial Revolution, while pervisors'
“also leveraging tet:hnolog}' ammtﬂdsasalobsafiﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ
) tobeneﬂtthemuntry :

and pattern mak-

Information and Com~ Iﬂﬂﬂoiabsinquaiitymn
“and’ meml;andis[ng poten-
- tally.

accurately and establish eth- - CAD-CAM.

duction controllers are not

The event was presided * immune, with an additional
over by .BILS 1:1139-4:]:.&]1'h 10,000 jobs at risk, said the
man Md Mujibur ‘Rahman * réport which was presented
Bhuiyan, with the opening - by iSocial  Limited ' chief
speech - delivered by BILS executive - uﬁaar Amnya

executive director Syed Sul- - Raihan atthe pmgmmmem-

“The study revealed that
up to 5 lakh jobs at the op- = machine-to-human - work
erator level, including those ' ratio was 44 per ‘cent to 66
handling single and double -per cent, respectively, but

B

Samrda

-planning

ity mntmlpand trammg, as

' ent factory at Savar, on the
_oulsldrlsofntmka Emmmawm%ﬂwmuﬂmwwmumum. '

: —Newheephmm

hyEGEIE itwasexpectedto.

sknfttoﬁ?pe:centmdéa

“The: mport’ ‘highlighted
i nlarmmg job losses due to
talso fmndthntﬂnorsu- ! autﬁmaﬂon across five ma-
- jor industries: the RMG and
furniture sectors, each pro-
« positions,: ~ with = * another -

]aclﬁdtﬂlmeﬁﬂperc&ntof

=in51ndushyw1tha 40-per

cent reduction, the leather

+/ sector facing & 35-per ‘cent

dechneandﬂmtmmmm

“tor anticipating a zo-pm'eent

ioh loss; .
Tha repon said that the
automaiwn in the RMG

-and textile sector was creat-

ing .new-jobs that combine

- technology with traditional

~ Key em

tions mclude prafessxenals
skilled in computer-aided
Hemdthatinzﬂi‘ﬂ lha.'

qual-

well as those with
- automated inspection "and

The study mvaaled th.
wbs in customer service, Ii
tail checkout, data entry, a

; ‘semb].ylhzmandh'anslahn

agly - replaua(
 Financial annlyms grapb

.Ic design, content writing

supply chain managemeni
legal cnunsgllmg, and ac
counting - jobs have . a.lsc
started tobedost. .~ .
Meanwhile, the fnn.es_t
growing jobs from 2028 t
2027 include Al and machine
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"romo%eresponszble business conduct in

aff cmespmdent" i
(PERTS and labour lead-

s on Thursday said thiat
X t: and tha 5
sbal brands could play a |

ucial role in ‘promating
sponsible - business con-
ict within the readymade
mment supply chain by
sholding national and in-
mational standards to en-
mce workers' quality of life

5 sector, experts _u";-ge govt _brands _

fundamental
. rights -at work through its

port deoentwork addressing
principles and

.'_,_T‘ . conventions, many of which

ILO

sVs-

tem, there is a supervisory
_:_,mechamsm in place, and
this ‘week, ‘the JLO govern-

ing ‘body will meet to dis-

o social security, ' : cuss related issues arising
At a roundtable on Ad- ~ from wnrkﬁrs oomplamis
mcire human rights due he said.

lig : in Bangladesh’s Anis also said that previ-
VG sector: responsibili- ously, - worker laints

scihﬁ\IEsandsmpeof

Institute of

in:rStudJesheldatthe

- RDAP auditorium in the

pital Dhaka, they said that
wde unions have a crucial
le in leveraging human
tats due diligence -instru-
ents in the supply chain.
Multinational
ises, brands and buyers °
ould play an actiye role’in
suring the human rights
workers in the workplace’
+ following the .principles
international business re-
onsibility,” labour ‘leaders
BOS has condutted a
ses~ “ on the issue of hu-
an . _ats due diligence in .
's RMG ‘sector,
hich focused on the basic -
ing of the HRDD

“enter- .

recemly Ememand bahourleadars !

id that the gwmnment and’th& globaI brands
could play a.crucial role in promoting respomlble business conduct within the readymade garment

_supply chain by uphuldtng naﬂmal and mtematmal slar'darr.is to enhance worke:s qualﬁy of life

_and: smiafsemnw

mnc:api and 1ls apphc:ab:hty' ; diliaence

“in the context of the RMG

mdusuyinBangladeshﬁ'om_

‘the trade union
~This . study" identified
HRDD as a .mahaggment

tool that enabled enterprises-
to uphold their responsibil-
ity to. msped human rights
with the UN
ciples, the ILO

in accordance
guiding
‘MNE  declaration, - -OECD
WEgl.LidehnBs and the EU
‘corporate sustainability due

3',tha

ol

directive. _
1t outlined the primary

responsibilities “of brands
“and ‘buyers to_ respect and’

protect the' human ' rights
of workers and suppliers in -

Bangladesh, - providing - an
analytical ovérview of ef-
fective remedy mechanisms

_alignedmthrecogmsed

HRDD instruments.
The sl:ud}' also said that
frade unions could play a

. key role in embedding re-

Promote resp0n51b1e
 Continue . . hj'ln!ﬂstﬂﬂnsthemdeofmmnmma

conduct and  emphagised - BKMEA attended the event
‘Speakers included Danish

of en-

~Newﬁq;epm

3 spnnsihla business condut:l

. into policies, advocating for
rahﬁcau@n and mmpllanm,
and actively participating in
pul.tcy formulation.
Maulana - Bhasani  Uni-
vel's;lty of Science and Tech-

-nology @ssistant - professar

Akand preserited

Aurangzeb
Lhaﬁndjngsofthastudy
International -

Drganisaﬂﬂummhy
Mnhmad

gramme Tnanager
AmsﬂsuﬂsNusmhnaalﬂ

importancs of proper
fcm:amentofh r laws.

_embassy counsellor Ole Jus-

“The ILO official said that
‘jt ‘was vital to recognise the
environmental aspect as the
“new requirements called for
businesses to mitigate any

negaﬂve enwronmenml im-
- sustainability

H&M’s
programme e manager Prodip
Gabriel Sku stated that they
were focused on enforcing
laws through auditing and
asae.ssments

He highlighted the im-
portance of enhancing insti-
_tutional capacity to ensure
responsible business con-
duct at all levels of the sup-
ply chain.

The roundta dm::usuhn,BIlSmmnhm&lml:mr

; o::lly

mmphanoe -sionwasnhalredby]ms SyndSu}LanUddmAhnmd.
Ixﬂthinitsuwnsupphm‘s‘fm-"'ﬁce-dlmman('l Antvar Hos- Ethical Trading Initiative
g8, T sain, an ided ¢ Bin
Labour leaders’ at the ‘o il WWM

' event stresséd the need for

simplifying the process of
mplernﬂnhnghumannghts T
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