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US sues Hyundai, others over child labor

at Alabama

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

for child labor violations when
they are in fact also employers
themselves,” Solicitor of Labor
Seema Nanda said in a press
release.

A Reuters investigation re-
vealed the widespread and il-
legal employment of migrant
children in Alabama factories
supplying parts to both Hyun-
dai and sister brand Kia.

Reuters learned of underage
workers at Hyundai supplier
SMART, in Luverne, Alabama,
following the brief disappear-
ance in February 2022 of a Gua-
temalan migrant child from her
family’s home in Alabama.

The 13-year-old girl and her
two brothers, aged 1z and 15
at the time, all worked at the

plant in 2022 and were not go-
ing to school, according to peo-
ple familiar with their employ-
ment. At the time, SMART was
a Hyundai subsidiary.

The Labor Department said
that at the time of the alleged
violations, SMART's opera-
tions were “so integrated” with

Hyundai’s main manufactur-

ing plant in Montgomery that
“the two companies were a
single employer for purposes of
liahility” under US labor law,

And that along with the staff-
ing firm, the three companies
“jointly employed” the minor.

Hyundai in an emailed
statement said the company no
longer has any ownership in,
SMART.

The court filing said SMART

changed its name to ITAC Ala-
bama in 2023.

Hyundai spokesperson Mi-
chael Stewart said the company
had “worked over many months
to thoroughly investigate this is-
sue and took immediate and ex-
tensive remedial measures” and
had presented this information
to the Department of Labor to
try to resolve the issue.

Hyundai also required its
Alabama suppliers to conduct
independent workforce audits,
Stewart said.

The Labor Department is
seeking (o apply “an unprece-
dented legal theory that would
unfairly hold Hyundai ac-
countable for the actions of its
- suppliers and set a concerning
precedent for other automotive

.:mmhmwm'
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companies and manufactur-
ers,” Stewart said.

The parts supplier and the
staffing firm did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

.The Reuters reports in
2022 helped prompt the res-
cue of several children from
one factory floor and spurred
at least 10 state or federal
investigations and was fol-
lowed by other media exami-
nations of the problem of child
laber in the US

The US Labor Department
says it has seen a surge in child
labor violations and has inves-
tigated cases involving 5,792
children nationwide, including
hundreds employed in hazard-
ous occupations in the 2023 fis-
cal year,
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Farﬁdpanls present their views at a round table discussion on “Responslble Business Conduct in the RMG Industry: Achievement and Way Forward” at the Daily

Samakal conference room in the capital on Saturday. PHOTO: RAIIB DHAR

‘Better Work’ helped raise RMG production

line efficiency by 5%: Study

TBS Roundtable

TBS REPORT

Apparel factories enrolled in the Better
Waork programme have experienced a 5%
increase in production line efficiency, ac-

cording to an International Labour Organ--

isation (ILO) study.

Better Work, a collaboration between
the United Nations ILO and the Interna-
tional Finance Corporation (IF(), aims

_to enhance working conditions through

compliance and boost the productivity
and profitability of RMG factories.

Moreover, these factories have ad-
vanced in promoting women to supervi-
sory positions and raised female supervi-
sors’ wages by 39%, leading to improved
quality control through heightened con-
fidence and capabilities demonstrated by
trained staff, finds the study.

At a roundtable at the national daily

.Samakal's office in the capital yesterday,

Khondaker Golam Moazzem, research
director at the Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), shared these findings of the study
during his keynote presentation fitled

“Responsible Business Conduct in the
RMG Industry: Achievement and Way For-
ward,” which drew upon research con-
ducted by the ILO. The roundtable was
jointly organised by Better Work Bangla-
desh, Samakal, and The Business Stand-
ard, with the backing of Japan’s Ministry
of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METT).

Syed Fazle Niaz, team leader of the Bet-
ter Work Programme Bangladesh and Za-
kir Hossain, associate editor of Samakal,
moderated the event.

The CPD research director said par-
ticipation in Better Work correlates with
the capacity to negotiate higher prices

|
for products, with Better Work-affiliated '
firms obtaining an average premium of
5% on export product prices,

“Better Work, on average, amplifies |
firms' export revenues hy 55% and vol-
umes by 50% compared to firms not par-
ticipating in the programme. Examination
of customs data reveals that this extends |
beyond merely having a larger pool of buy-
ers and higher order volumes,” he said.

Better Work Bangladesh started its op-
erations in Bangladesh in 2014. Through-
out its decade-long journey, it has enlisted
472 factories and par!nered with 50 pl’DmI

nent global brands, - e
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‘Better Work’ helped raise RMG production line

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Approximately 1.3 million work-
ers have benefited from this pro-
gramme, with 51% of them being
female,

Golam Moazzem said Better
Work affiliated factories have en-
sured a 5.4% increase in the base
pay for workers, translating to
an average additional income of
Tks444 per month.

Furthermore, he noted that the
ILO study revealed that these fac-
tory workers are saving an extra
Tkss2 each month.

“"We should institutionalise the
lessons of Responsible Business
Conduct to disseminate them to
other key sectors such as leath-
er, plastic, and the frozen food
industry, thus enhancing their
competitiveness,” he said, adding
that there exist several legislative
directives promoting responsible
husmesspmcﬁcs

Golam Moazzem pointed out

. that Bangladesh has ratified
36 Conventions and 1 Protocol,
which cover various issues such
as forced labour, freedom of asso-
ciation, the right to organize and

already been barred from travel-
ling abroad.

Additionally, he announced
plans to extend the validity of all
licences from a minimum of five
years to 10 years to facilitate busi-
ness operations. This proposal
will be discussed in the upcoming
ministry meeting agenda.

Respondmg to a question from
BKMEA Executive President Mo-
hammad Hatem about the fea-
sibility \of _providing rafions to
garment workers under a social
safety programme, HM Ibrahim
said he would consult with the
relevant minister and secretary re-
garding this matter.

Mohammad Hatem said, “Dis-
cussions on workers’ wages are com-
mon both domestically and interna-
tionally. However, neither the ILO,
trade unions nor buyers address the
issue of fair pricing for products. This
is deeply regrettable,”

During his opening remarks
at the discussion, Tuomo Pouti-
ainen, country director of ILQ in
Bangladesh, emphasised the on-
going reform programme in the
garment sector, highlighting the

costs and high profits, the pro-
gram should be sustained.”

FBCCI Senior Vice President
Amin Helaly said, “To sustain
the current economy of the coun-
iry, we must fransition towards a
sustainable economy. Bangladesh
currently holds the second posi-
tion in ready-made garment ex-
ports, with many new industries
emerging around this sector. It is
crucial to ensure compliance in
these industries,”

He said that over the past 15
years, Bangladesh has made
significant progress and aims to
achieve developed country status
by 2041. However, achieving this
goal requires the formulation of
distinct policies for small, medi-
um, and large industries.

Laetitia Weibel Roberts, deputy
programme manager of Better Work,
said, “Responsible business conduct
in the apparel industry hinges on
mutual trust among brands, buyers,
governments, and factory work-
er-owners. Coordination and collab-
oration are indispensable.”

Regarding the Better Work
programme, she said, “The pro-
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Malaysian labour
market freezes again
Why can'’t the govt address the
recurring irregularities?

On Friday, Malaysia once again closed its doors to aspiring
Baagladﬁhlmigrants-—alongwiﬂlmdcmsfmmﬁmher
countries -because of anomalies in the worker recruitment
process. Since the Southeast Asian country first started
taking workers from Bangladesh, the labour market has
been frozen several times, reportedly due to corruption and
irregularities in the recruitment process at the expense of
workers' exploitation and criminalisation. It is frustrating that
in all these years, neither the Bangladeshi government nor its
Malaysian counterpart took any effective steps to address the
widely reported irregularities and bring to book the synd:cam
involved in the recruitment process.

The last Mol signed by the two countries in 2021 tappgd
the cost of recruitment for each worker at $720, but in reality
workers ended up paying as much as $5,000, mehighestpme

,according to a report in our daily. Meanwhile, workers
h:ptmbeingdecewedhyghmtmmm,mmmledand
detained in Malaysia for no fault of their own. In the meantime,
the syndicates, including 100 Bangladeshi recruiting agencies,
some of which arc owned hy Bangladeshi lawmakers and their
families, kept on making money at the workers' expense, A
~portion of this money is also being laundered to Malaysia as
bribes for Malaysian recruitment firms.

In a recent letter to both governments, four UN experts
talked about exploitation noiing that “certain high level

nmcialsmbomgovemmentsamumwdmth!sblm.
{ur condoning it." Yet, the Malaysian high cnmmm

to Bangladesh mu]d have us belleve that the smdicates

recruiting Bangladeshi workers in Malaysia are “beyond the
mntnﬂungf thcglr?wrlj: governments.” After decades of worker
exploitation right under their noses, can the two governments
absolve themselves of their responsibilities, particularly when
they are vet to acknowledge—much less take action against—
high-level officials involved in the corrupt _

They must bring the perpetrators to no matter how
powerful the syndicates are. 'lhemegulariﬂminn@‘am
worker recruitment need to be resolved once and for all, so
that our workers do not return as dead bodies or financially
and emotionally broken individuals.
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to *harassment’ by

Cnnespondem

THEBangladeshGarmr.nt
Manufacturers and Export-
ers Association on Satur-

day urged the government
to make the apparel export.

business free from ‘harass-
ment’ hy officials of the Na-
tional Board of Revenue.

During a views exchange -

meeting with reporiers at
the Sonargaon Hotel in the

capital Dhaka on the day..

the newly elected BGMEA
board said that harassment

by customs officials at ports

and bond facilities was dis-
rupting business operations.

BGMEA president SM
Mannan Kochi urged the
government to take legal ac-
tion against the customs and

bond officials who were im- -

peding the export business
through such harassment.

He also urged the govern-

‘ment to extend the existing
cash * incentives for ready-

made garment exports un-
ﬁlzozgmhalpthesactor

-achieve its $100 billion ex-

port target by 2030. ;

~ Mannan  ohserved that
Bangladesh would

ate from the least oped

country status in 2026, and
according to World Trade

Organisation ules, the gov-.

ernment can continue pro-
viding incentives to the sgc-
tor until 2029.

He warned that if the
government stops offering
the incentives hefore 2029,
the RMG sector would lose
its competitiveness and the
export target would remain
unfulfilled. :

 The BGMEA president
demanded that the tax at

source on exports be re-
duced from the current 1 per’

cantwﬂﬁpmcenlfca'the

-nextfive years
_lhﬂwumedthem'

mnttu]ﬂwerthetax

customs officials

on cash inoentmas from
tigeperoenthperaautm
nahn,nalhudmtforthe
coming financial year

2024—25
Mannan sought cash in- ™'
centives for exports of non-
cotton garments and a re-

20 per-cént to 10 per cent in
the next budget.

The BGMEA ' president
also stated that hxs board
would. work to improve re-
]auonswlﬂlwmkﬁ'smthe
RMG sector.

‘We have alraady Te-
quested the prime minister
to allocate a special fund in
the upcoming budget to pro-

vide essential commodities
,at subsidised rates for the

workers,’ Mannan said.

government to differ its de-
cision for not giving utility
connections to the factories
sel up outside industrial

‘Zones.

I the decision is im-
plemented, entreprencurs

‘would incur losses as good

numbers of factories have al-
u- ready invested hundreds of
crore of monsey outside the
industrial zones,’ he said.

Dhaka North City Cor-

pamﬂunmaynrmdfomar
Atiqul

BGMEA = president
Islam, foriner presidents of

the trade body Abdus Salam

Murshedy and*Md Siddiqur

Rahman, current senior vice-
president Khandoker Rafiqul
JIslam, vice-presidents Ar-

_shad Jamal Dipu, Md Nasir

Uddin, Abdullah Hil Rakib
and Rakibul Alam Chowd-
hury, and directors Moham-
mad Sohel Sadat, Md Ashi-
kur Rahman Tuhin, Shams
Mahmud, Rajiv Chowdhury,
Nusral Bari Asha, Md Mohi-
uddin Rubel and Md Nurul
Islam, among others, were
pwmiplhemaehng.
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POST-BUDGET REACTIONS

Labour leaders want allocahon
for RMG workers ra’aon

mpondent

TRADE union leaders in the

readymade garment sector
on Tuesday criticised the
proposed ‘bhudget for the
2024-25 financial year for
not allocating any fund to of-
fer essential commodities. to
RMG workers at subsidised
rates amid soaring prices of
the items.

At a press mnfarenr.e
held at the National Press
Club in the capital Dhaka,
leaders (If the IndustriAll

h Council said
that they would launch a
tough movement after Eid-
ul-Azha if the allocation was
not made in the budget for
the purpose.
Eid-ul-Azha,
biggest religious festivals
of the Muslims, will be cel-
ebrated in the nmmtry on
June 17.

Expressing 'dmsnshsfnc
tion over the proposed budg-
et, labour leaders said that
despite promise from the
government, 0o allocation
for workets’ food ration was
included in the proposed
budget.

Hassan  Mahmood ° Al
placed the budget
for the 2024-25 financial
vear at Jatiya Sangsad in the
capital Dhaka on June 6.

‘In 2023, prime minis-

one of the re:

IndustriAll Bangladesh Gounml senior vice-president ZM Kamrul Anam speaks at a press
conférence held at the National Press Club in the capital Dhaka on Tuesday. IBC general
secretary Shahidullah Badal and former IBC general secretary Kutubuddin Ahmed, among

others, were present.

te:Shmthasmaasmned

.Lhai she would consider
. mentation of new minimum

Mirpur area of the city de-
mandmgwageadjustmenm

inflation,” IBC senior vice-
president ZM Kamrul Anam
said.

It is unfortunate that
there was no reflection of
the prime minister’s assur-
ance in the proposed budg-
et, he said. _

Kamrul said that they
would go for a tough move-
ment after Eid if the gov-

‘ernment did -not ensure al-

location in the budget for

~ the worker food ration pro-

3

AT the pres Soifersioe,
the IBC announced six-point
demands, including imple-

wage structure in all RMG

- factories, making Bangla-
tmnofRMI}workersmtha'

desh Labour Act ‘labour

friendly’ through nécessary

amandmenh; and establish-

hospitals and scheols for the ries
workers’ children in every
industrial zones.

mmpansahontofmmhesof
the workers who lost their

lives during wage move-

ments, in the RMG sector

andtvithdrawalofa]lmmx— ?
_nal cases file against work-

ers and workers leaders in
connection with movements
demanding wage hike.

IBC pgeneral st r

secretary
i Shahidullah Badal said that

for workers,

— Press release

the mi.nimum wages Jﬁx_-
the RMG workers-were set
at Tk 12,500 in December
2023, but the amount was
insuﬂicimttomeelthedaﬂy
needs amid growing infla-
tion.
Heclaimsdthmlhenew
wage structure was yet to be
mglemantedmmanyfacto-

It waava(y unfm-tunats
that 40 lakhs RMG workers
were bringing more than 84

_per cent of

_ currency
for the country, but they are
failing to meet their daily
needs, Badal said.

Former IBC general sec-
retary Kutubuddin Ahmed
emphasised  the

impor-
tance of allocating fund for

food ration, saying that the
wagas for RMG workers in

~Bangladesh were among
the lowest in the world.

‘Ministers often claim
that the current government
is worker friendly, but there
isnusmaftheclmmmtha
proposed budget,’ he said.

Regarding the labour act,
he observed that workers'
rights declined with each
amendment.

Kutubuddin called for
the repeal of certain sec-
tions in the labour act that
are detrimental to trade un-
ion rights.
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by Nazmul Alam

N WILLIAM Blake's touching poems

a sad picture of child labour dur-

ing the Industrial Revolution. Blake
describes little children, covered i
soot, crying out ‘weep, weep.' These
heartdwran:hjng images still strike a
chord today, showing us that child
labour, despite many efforts to stop .
it, is still a serious problem in many
parts of the world. As we observe -
Warld Day Against Child Eabour and
calebrate the 25th anniversary of the
Worst Forms of Child Labour Conven-
tion (1999, No 182), it is important to
look back at what we have achieved

and push harder to protect every child

from being exploited. ;

While significant progress has
been made in reducing child labour
globally, recent years have witnessed
a troubling reversal in this trénd.
This portrays the urgent need for
concerted action to eradicate child
labour in all its manifestations. The
International Labour Organisation

estimates that there are still 160 mil- .

lion children engaged in child labour
worldwide, with nearly half of them
involved in hazardous work.
Bangladesh, a country known
for its vibrant culture and booming
economy, unfortunately also faces a
significant child labour problem. Ac-
cording to a study by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics, over 1.2 million
children are engaged in child labour.
Of these, approximately 600,000 are
involved in hazardous forms of work.
The textile and garment sector, a
foundation of Bangladesh's economy;,
employs a substantial number of
child labourers, These children often
work in unregulated, small-scale fac-
tories and workshops where they are
exposed to long hours, unsafe work-
ing congditions and minimal wages.
Many children in rural areas work
in agriculture, often starting at a very
young age. They engage in tasks such
as planting; harvesting and tending
to livestock, which can be physically
demanding and dangerons. - Ta
A large number of children,
particularly girls, are employed as
domestic workers. These children
are often hidden from public view,
making them especially vulnarable to
abuse and exploitation.

Children working in brick fislds -

and construction sites perform effort-
ful tasks, including g heavy
loads and working with hazardous
materials, without proper safety
equipment.

Bangladesh has ratified [LO Con-

o et

WEDNESDAY JUNE 12, 2024,

vention 182 on the Worst Forms of

Child Labour and Convention 138 on

the Minimum Age for Admission to

Employment. These commitments are’

crucial steps towards safeguarding
childrerd’s rights. However, tha imple-
mentation and enforcement of these
laws remain inconsistent. Factors
such as paverty, a lack of education
and socio-cultural norms contribute
to the persistence of child labour.

This year's theme, ‘Let's act on
our comumitments: End child labour!’
emphasises the need for strong action
at all levels, Here are some strategies
that can help make the elimination of
child labour a reality:

The government must ensure that
national laws are aligned with inter-
national conventions. This includes
_ establishing a minimum working age,
" regulating work hours and ensuring
safe working conditions for adoles-

‘cents who are legally allowed to work.

Effective enforcement of child
labour laws is critical. This requires
training and empowering labour in-
speclors, increasing inspections and
imposing penalties on violatars.

Poverty Is a primary driver of child
labour. Efforts to reduce child labour

‘must include comprehensive poverty

alleviation programmes, including
sacial protection measures, access to
quality education and livelihood op-
portunities for families.

- Ensuring that all children have -
-access to free, quality education is
essential. The government and NGOs
must work together to eliminate barri-
ers to education, such as school fees,

" and provide incantives for families to

keep their children in school.

Public awareness campaigns can
help change attitudes and behaviours
towards child labour. Emphasising
the long-term benefits of education’
and the risks associated with child
labour can encourage communities to
take action.

The international community has
a pivotal role fo play in ending child
Ianur‘ The adaption of Sustainable
Development Goal 8.7, which calls
for the eradication of child labour
in all its forms by 2025, signifies a
global commitment. Achieving this
goal requires coordinated efforts and
collaboration among governments, in-
ternational organmaﬁnns. businesses
and civil society.

Corporations must alsu take
responsibility by ensuring that their

* supply chains are free from child’

labaur, This includes conducting
regular audits, establishing clear poli-
cies against child labour and working
*with suppliers to impmve‘labour
practices.

As we celebrate the 25Lh amu
_ versary of the Worst Forms of Child
" Labour Convention, it is a moment

Fourrder Editor Enayeturlah Khan

P e o,
A call to end child labour

—UNICt

to acknowlad,ga lhe progress made
and e the challenges that

lie ahead; The universal ratification
of ILO Conyention No 182 in 2020
marked a gignificant milestone, pro-
vidinga lagal framework for protect-
ing children from the worst forms
of child labour, However, achieving
universal ratification and effective
implementation af ILO Convention
on the minimunr age remains ¢rucia

This Wozld Day Against Child
Labour, let us renew our cornmitmer
torending child labour. Governments
businesses and mdmduals must
waork together to create a world whe:
every child can enjoy a childhood
free from exploitation and abuse. By
addressing the root causes, strength-
ening legal frameworks and promot-
ing education, we can make signifi-
cant strides towards eliminating
child labour.

Let us act on our commitments

" and ensure that the cries of chil-
, dren, like those of Blake's chimney
. sweepers, are heard and addressed.

Together, we can make the elimina-
tion of child labour a reality, fulfillin
the promise of a brighter, safer Futun
for all children.

HM Nazmul Alam is a lecturer in Engli:
© and modern languages at Intermation
University of Business, Agriculture ar
Technoiog
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Domestic, foreign borrowing
may double by FY 2026-27

FHM HUMAYAN KABIR

Government borrowing from
domestic and external sources is pro-
jected to swell over the next three
years for financing the budget deficit,
according to an official forecast.

It further suggests that the debt
stock would double over a period of
six years from fiscal year (FY) 2021-
22 to FY 2026-27, and stand at
around Tk 27.5 trillion - 39.4 per
cent of the country's Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

As of the outgoing FY'24, the
government borrowing, including
domestic and foreign outstanding
loans, is estimated to be Tk 19.0 tril-
lion, 37.69 per cent of the GDP,
according to the Ministry of
Finance (MoF).

Analysts say that Bangladesh is
gradually falling into a debt trap
due to the steep rise in borrowing
while the repayments would swell
simultaneously in the coming vears,

According to the MoF, the actual
debt stock in FY'22 was recorded at
Tkl13.4 million, 33.8 per cent of the
GDP.

The public sector debt stock has
been maintaining a steep rise until
FY'24. The debt stock in FY'23 was
recorded at Tk 16.6 trillion or 37
per cent of GDP.

In the upcoming FY'25, the gov-
ernment's debt stock of the outstand-
ing loans is projected to be Tk 21.6
trillion or 38.6 per cent of GDP, fol-
lowed by Tk 24.5 trillion 39.1 per cent
of GDP in FY'26 and Tk 27.5 trillion
of 39.4 per cent of GDP in FY'27.

According to the latest "Medium-
term macroeconomic policy state-
ment” of the MoF, this loan escalation
‘ndicates a continuous reliance on both

domestic and external borrowings to
finance the government's fiscal needs,

Domestic debt is expected to
grow to 24.5 per cent of GDP in
FY'27 from 21 per cent of GDP in
FY'22, it added.

The foreign debt as a percentage
of GDP is projected to increase
from 12.5 per cent in FY'22 to 15
per cent in FY'27, the MoF policy
statement showed.

It said the distribution of domes-
tic and external debt over the years
suggested a preference of domestic
borrowing, but that of external debt
will gradually increase.

"Overall, the rising debt levels call

 STEEP RISE IN LOANS COULD LEAVE
BANGLADESH INTO DEBT TRAP

Y25  FY'26 fY‘Z'IJ
Projection

3.1 394

for careful fiscal management to
ensure sustainability and to maintain
a healthy balance between growth
and debt servicing obligations," the
MOoF policy statement said.

Former Comptroller and Auditor

General . (CAG) Mohammad
Muslim Chowdhury told the FE
that the debt is not always bad for
countries like Bangladesh. However,
the main challenge here is the
nature of expenditures, he added.
"The past experience in
Bangladesh is not so good. In most
cases, the government capacity in
terms of quality expenditure is very
poor. So, it will be a big challenge

Domestic and external

- Medium-term -
macroeconomic

policy statement
calls for careful
fiscal management

Source:
Ministry of Finance

for the country as well as for the
economy if the capacity of the civil
service does not imprave," he said.
"The government had not taken
proper projects at a suitable time,
Even after undertaking the projects,
those suffered from cost and time
overrun. So, how can we expect
proper return from those develop-
ment projects,” Muslim Chowdhury,
also a former finance secretary, said.
In addition, if we fail to check
the financial corruption, the coun-
try will fall into a debt burden, the
public finance management (PFM)
expert told the FE.
kabirhumayan ] 0@gmail. com
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Relevance of college graduation
0. ]Jabour market

NE of the riveting debates in the country

today is the quality of education impart-

ed at the tertiary level and the absorption
of graduates into the labour market. The subject
of interest is how suitable our graduates from the
National . University affiliated colleges are for
absorption into the job market and what rele-
vance does thé current state of education has at
preparing these graduates to fit into the employ-
ers' scheme of things.

"The Bangladesh Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) conducted the first-round tracer
study on graduates of tertiary-level colleges in
2021 to trace the graduates from a sample of NU-
affiliated tertiary colleges and to assess the labor
market outcome and relevance of the tertiary col-
leges. The students who graduated (Degree/

cohort of graduates, students, teachers, and
employers to_assess how college graduate job
market outcomes have changed." The data were
collected from randomly selected graduates and
students and the categories included drawing
responses from all government and non-govern-
ment Honors and Masters Colleges affiliated
with the National University (NU) that had a
minimum of 150 new intakes in Honors Courses.
Some 61 (out of about 608 that met study criteri-
on) colleges were covered in this study.

Some interesting facts have emerged. 71.76 per
cent (80 per cent male and 65.69 per cent female)
are employed. Average unemployment rate
amongst those covered in the survey is 66 per cent
(here the female unemployment outstrips males-
by nearly 2:1), which means male graduates fare
much better than their female counterparts in
employability. Wage employment is preferred, i.e.
salaried positions with a mere 16.20 percent of
graduates preferring self-employment. The data
point to a quarter of graduates haying failed to
find employment even three-four years after grad-
uation.

The study gives credence to claims that unem-
ployment amongst the educated youth is signifi-
cantly higher than those with no graduation. This
claim is supported by the Labour Force Survey
2016-17 where it was found that unemployment
rate among those having tertiary education qual-
ifications was 11.20 per cent that was nearly three
times higher than the national average of 4.2 per

N It is ime NU graduates get internship

programmes built into their curricula,
particularly in productive sectors like food
industries, banking, etc. Every NU college must
have working alumni associations because they

perform as a bridge for new graduates and seniors,

observes Syed Mansur Hashim

cent! It is worth noting that the majority of the
unemployed graduates come from BA (pass)
course in Political Science, Library Management,
Bangla, and Islamic History and Culture.
‘Graduates who studied English, Economics,
Accounting, Sociology, Finance and Banking are
less unemployed.

A mere 13.30 per cent of respondents (of all
colleges) stated that they have career counselling
services on their college premises. This is a major
shortcoming. The bulk of fresh graduates are left
to their own devices to find a'career path on their
own. Apparently nearly 7.0 out of 10 principals
of non-government NU-affiliated colleges believe
their institutions have done a good job at prepar-
ing their students for the labour market, but only
52 per cent of government NU colleges' princi-
pals think the same. But pringipals of both types
of institutions believe that some subjects taught
have little demand in the job market - which is
inadvertently adding to the unemployment rate.

NU college education is primarily academic.
There is hardly any industry collaboration. A
mere 6.60 college principals had reported about
some form of industry collaboration for their stu-
dents. There is no such thing as 'career clubs’ in
NU-affiliated colleges and such concepts are not
explored. Interestingly enough, employers who
were interviewed stated that "they recruit the
graduates based on qualifications not based on
institutes. Nevertheless, almost every employer
reported that their establishment has a special
interest in recruiting NU graduates." Apparently,

91 per cent NU graduates are enthusiastic about

working at low salaries and are loyal to the organ-
isation (fewer job switching), '

This would indicate that NU graduates have
low expectation about getting jobs in the first
place and then holding on for dear life to keep
those jobs. This is hardly conducive to or benefi-

cial for graduates or the respective companies
they work for because productivity is neither val-

‘ued nor encouraged. Obviously, there is a great

disconnect between academia and the job mar-
ket. Producing 'graduates’ who have marginal
critical thinking capacity results in dependence
on foreign labour to run various institutions and
commercial interests in the country, driving up
operational costs and creating a situation where
millions. of graduates remain unemployed or
grossly under-employed.

It is time NU graduates get internship pro-
grammes built into their curricula, particularly
in productive sectors like food industries, bank-
ing, etc. Every NU college must have working
alumni associations because they perform as a
bridge for new graduates and seniors, many of
whom are employers in various sectors of the
economy. The college authorities can organise
regular job fairs that give valuable opportunity
for students to find out what sort of employ-
ment opportunities are out there, students and
graduates get a chance to interact with compa-
ny / organisation representatives to find out
about career opportunities. There is a massive,
unmet demand for technical education in the
country, and the introduction of such courses
can easily be done in many colleges because
they have land and buildings already in place.
Inclusion of such courses is a matter of policy
(and not financial) decision because students
are willing to pay for these skills. Start with
these few basic steps and produce a more capa-
ble workforce not just for domestic employment
but also for thousands of job opportunities in
the international labour market which the NU
graduates can avail. This in turn could be a life-
line for the national economy as inbound remit-
tance would get a serious boost.
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Two IMF economists say on Bangladesh

STAR BUSNFSS RF.PORT

Bangladesh can increase its economic
output by nearly 40 percent by closing
the gender gap and increasing women's
participation in the economy, according
to the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

“Sizable gaps in women's economic
empowerment undermine growth and
exacerbate climate vulnerability in
Bangladesh said the mululalera] agency
in an article last week.

Per capita incomes in Bangladesh have
risen seven-fold in the past three decades
while poverty has been reduced (o a
fraction of former levels.

“Such progress has been driven in part by
greater labour force participation by women,
most notably in the garment industry, and
has been accompanied by other meaningful
improvements in women's empowerment,”
said the article jointly written by Javendu De
and Genet Zinabou.

“Our recent analysis, however, shows
there is still large gaps between women
and men. Notably, women’s labour force
participation is only half the rate of men.”

Jayendu De is the IMF resident
representative in Bangladesh while Genet
Zinabou is an economist in the fiscal
affairs department.

The writeup, citing an IMF's previous
rescarch, said closing the gap could
increase Bangladesh’s economic output
by nearly 40 percent.

“Women also remain less likely than
men Lo obtain tertiary education, and
they face greater barriers in accessing
financial services. Remedying both
Ifactors could raise the entire economy’s
productivity.”

The article said Bangladesh's extreme
vulnerability 1o climate change and
natural disasters makes the efforts to
close gender gaps challenging.

“Climate shocks generally affect the

already poor and vulnerable the most.
This means that Bangladeshi women,
who on average have fewer resources than
men, are likely to be disproportionately
impacted.”

It highlights several factors that render
women uniguely exposed to the effects of
climate change and natural disasters.

Women's employment is  highly
concentrated in agriculture and informal
work and climate change directly affects
agricultural production.  Informal
workers are often particularly vulnerable
to climate shocks as they lack access Lo
social insurance programmes.

Sizable gaps in women’s |
economic empowerment
undermine growth and
exacerbate climate
vulnerability in
Bangladesh, IMF says

The article said both international
and internal migration are important
climate adaptation strategies. But these
are availed mostly by men: men are 16
times more likely to be employed overseas
than women, who tend to be primary
caregivers for children and the elderly,
leaving them less mobile and more likely
to remain living in areas highly exposed
to climate change.

Womencarry the primaryresponsibility
for collecting drinking water and cooking
fuel. As warming temperatures, rising sea
levels, deforestation and more [requent
cyclones and droughts render these tasks
more time-consuming, women'’s lime
poverly is expected to be exacerbated, the
IMF warned.

Bangladesh has already recognised
the need to integrate gender perspectives
in its 2009 Climate Change Strategy.

GDPoutput may rise 40%
if women’s participation
~_in economy widens

Following this, the government adopted
the first Climate Change and Gender|
Action Plan 2013, which it updated in
March 2024,

“Renewed efforts will be needed to
ensure successful implementation of the
plan and achieve simultaneous progress
on climate action and gender equality,”
it added.

“To this end, policymakers should
capitalise as much as possible on
the synergies between  women's
empowerment, economic growth, and
increased resilience to climate change.”

The article said policies that support
women's labour force participation
deserve particular attention. These
include increasing women's access to
skills development and higher education,
easing the pressure on women on unpaid
care burdens by expanding affordable
childcare and reducing informality.

De and Zinabou also suggest
addressing those gender norms that
discourage women from seeking formal
jobs and higher pay.

“Boosting health and education
spending would help empower women
while raising labour productivity and
making the whole population more
resilient to climate change.”

The article said persistent gaps belween
women and men in access Lo finance
should be tackled by instilling confidence
in formal fnance, strengthening
women's property rights, and carrying
out financial literacy campaigns targeted
at women.

"Women should not be considered
mere beneficiaries of climate action.
Rather, just as women played an integral
role in the development of the garment
industry and Bangladesh's growth
success in recent decades, they should be
empowered to play an active role in the
country’s green transition.”
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Better Work, Better Lives Elevating the RMG Industry in Bangladesh

Better Work Bangladesh Programme, a partnership between the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the International Finance Corporation (IFC), in collaboration with The
Daily Star and The Daily Prothom Alo, organized a roundtable titled 'Better Work, Better Lives:
Elevating the RMG Industry in Bangladesh' on May 15, 2024. The event was supported by the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and the Government of Japan. Here is a
summary of the discussion.

Mahfuz Anam, Editor & Publisher, The Daily Star The goal of this roundtable, along with the
Better Work Bangladesh project, is to foster a sustainable, ethical, and profitable RMG sector.
Acknowledging the global significance of sustainability and the enduring importance of ethics,
The Daily Star pledges to deeply engage with these principles.We are achieving development at
an impressive rate with a high degree of inclusiveness. However, the more we examine
these issues, the more we realise the weaknesses in our efforts. Roundtables like this, and
collaboration with institutions like the ILO, are our way of addressing these shortcomings. The
ILO has had an influential impact on Bangladesh's policymaking regarding labour rights and
many other fundamental issues. I assure you, this will not be a one-off event. We will follow up
with our own editorial initiatives and our ongoing commitment to a sustainable Bangladesh.

Tuomo Poutiainen, Country Director, International Labour Organization (ILO) Over the past
decade, dedicated efforts to enhance safety, health, and human resource management system
have positioned Bangladesh's garment sector as one of the most competitive and compliant
industries globally. This sector now has the capacity to address social and environmental issues
effectively in the future. Better Workcollaborates with the government, enterprises, and industry
associations like BGMEA and BKMEA to demonstrate, recommend, and endorse feasible
practices at the enterprise level. These efforts are increasingly being adopted by businesses in
Bangladesh.Other industries aiming to expand into global markets should draw inspiration from
the achievements of the garment industry and adopt similar methods and programmes.
Bangladesh has the potential to excel in various sectors, including food and agriculture,
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, and furniture making, by fostering a comparable understanding
of social and environmental compliance. Discussions involving industry representatives,
academia, trade unions, workers, and policymakers are essential for sharing experiences and
promoting the adoption of these measures across different industries.

Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem (Keynote Speaker), Research Director, Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) The garment sector has made significant strides in occupational safety and has
reached new heights compared to before the Rana Plaza disaster. This is undoubtedly an
achievement, but there are still areas that need improvement. Weaknesses remain in workplace
safety, labour rights issues, and overall worker well-being. Additionally, new challenges are
emerging, the most important being the graduation from LDC status. This transition moves the
sector from a preferential competitiveness environment to a non-preferential one. Adapting to
this new environment is crucial.In this context, Better Work has served as a bridge between the
desired improvements and the progress made over the last decade. It has significantly supported
the RMG sector in enhancing overall occupational safety standards, fostering social dialogue,
promoting worker well-being, and advancing gender equality. The Better Work programme was
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launched in 2014, introducing a completely new package of elements previously unknown to
Bangladesh. This joint initiative of the ILO and IFC has now completed its first decade. Over the
past decade, it has covered 470 factories, including 50 brands and 1.3 million workers,
representing one-third of all RMG workers. Notably, 51% of the beneficiaries are female. This
demonstrates the significant and high-quality support the programme has provided to factories.
The programme has significantly contributed to worker well-being, reduced non-compliance, and
improved overall worker satisfaction and livelihood. For instance, workers in Better Work
factories receive 5.4% higher base pay and are 5% more likely to be paid on time, averaging an
additional BDT 450 per month. The programme includes a mix of large, medium, and small
factories, making it representative of the industry. It has also addressed various non-compliance
issues effectively, such as a 22% decrease in overtime limit violations, a 20% decrease in failures
to provide overtime notice, a 56% decrease in failures to provide weekends, and a 21% decrease
in failures to compensate for overtime. Well-managed factories that treat workers well report a
better working environment and remuneration. Consequently, 66% of workers in Better Work
factories report being satisfied or highly satisfied with their working environment. What are the
key programmes of Better Work? Firstly, it focuses on social dialogue and grievance
mechanisms, encouraging dialogue and oversight. This is particularly important as dialogue is
often lacking at the factory level. One significant achievement has been the nearly 50% reduction
in non-compliance rites in bipartite committees and factories between 2018 and 2022. These
committees now demonstrate higher compliance. Better Work's focus on women's representation
has led to nearly a 50% increase in women's participation in committees over the last five years,
However, there is still room for improvement in enhancing the effectiveness of these
participation committees. Over the last decade (2014-2022), non-compliance in this domain has
decreased to 35%. These sustained improvements signify a significant reduction in non-
compliance, with nearly 100% compliance in periodic emergency drills in Better Work factories,
indicating the effectiveness of these measures. Owners, employers, directors, and garment
manufacturers often ask how they benefit from providing these services to workers. The
advantages are clear: ensuring labour rights has led to a 55% increase in export revenue and a
50% rise in export volume for these factories.Better Work offers special programmes like the
Gender Equality Returns Programme, helping women advance into supervisory roles with
increased pay.While Better Work hasn't achieved everything, it has set a benchmark for other
factories and sectors to adopt good practices. Future efforts should focus on improving
occupational safety, promoting social dialogue, and enhancing grievance mechanisms. Gender
equality and skill development also need more attention.Factories engaged in these initiatives
deserve better incentives from buyers and the government. Policy reforms, driven by
collaboration between the government, employers, and workers, may be necessary.In conclusion,
Better Work has the potential to expand and thrive in the garment sector and beyond by
continying to promote responsible business practices and high standards for labour and social
conditions.

Ashraf Ahmed, President, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)The primary focus
of Better Work Bangladesh is to enhance productivity, attract better wages, and create a more
conducive business environment by improving management practices on the factory floor. These
practices involve fostering an environment where employees are heard, grievances are addressed,
and opportunities for improvement are embraced, reshaping the organisational mindset over
time. Treating employees with respect and addressing their concerns boosts productivity, even
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without wage increases. This enhances the organisation's output capacity, leading to tangible
results. The challenge is not about investment but about effectively implementing management
practices and training programmes that resonate and drive awareness. Disseminating these
practices across thousands of factories in various sectors requires raising awareness and
providing training at the junior management and supervisor levels, tailored to the factory
environment. Better Work Bangladesh should focus on a cascade model for knowledge transfer
to address this challenge effectively.

Shahidullah Badal, General Secretary, Industrial Bangladesh Council (IBC) There are 160
factory-level registered unions, but only 60 of these unions are functioning, which is a very low
number. Forming a union at the factory level remains a significant challenge. The Better Work
Programme has created opportunities for forming trade unions; therefore, more factories should
be brought under this programme. At the policy level, a database should be developed to track
the various activities of factories under the Better Work Programme. This database should also
analyse both participating and non-participating factories. The government should take the
initiative in creating and maintaining this database. The inspection system also needs to be
strengthened. It is crucial to focus on capacity building and skill development. Promoting social
dialogue is essential to address disputes and find solutions. The automation-driven
transformation is resulting in many workers losing their jobs. Therefore, they need to become
familiar with and knowledgeable about these new technologies through skill development.

Mohammed Zahidullah, Chief Sustainability Officer, Dulal Brothers Limited (DBL) DBL has
established Industry-Based Training (IBT) centers, accredited by NSDA, within its spinning mill
and garments factory. These centers focus on providing hands-on training on live industry
problems, offering a more practical learning experience compared to traditional TVET
institutions. More industries should adopt IBTs, potentially with government support.The
proportion of female employees in the RMG industry has declined over the years, from 80% to
around 50-55%. To retain female workers, the RMG industry must create more attractive
employment opportunities.By 2030, we need to reduce our carbon intensity, primarily through
renewable energy. Space constraints in Bangladesh limit rooftop solar expansion, so government
support is crucial. The government aims for 40% renewable energy by 2041, and a public-private
partnership could help achieve this. The government could provide land while the private sector
handles financial investment. Meeting climate goals is essential for continued growth.

Firoz Chowdhury, Assistant Editor, Prothom Alo The media cannot operate in isolation; it is
our responsibility to accurately cover events as they unfold. Prothom Alo diligently reports both
the positive and challenging aspects of the RMG sector regularly. Over the past decade, this
sector has undergone significant transformation. Following the Rana Plaza incident, there were
concerns that the entire industry would suffer irreparably. However, we have since prioritized
compliance, ensuring rigorous standards are met. Nonetheless, there remains a crucial need for a
comprehensive data bank on the areas of progress where Better Work has intervened. Media
professionals often encounter challenges due to the lack of sufficient data. As members of the
media, we strive for access to accurate information to deliver authentic news.
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Laetitia Weibel Roberts, Deputy Programme Manager, ILOEmphasizing lifelong learning is
integral to developing a skilled workforce—a perspective that underscores our vision for the
sector. Promoting worker upskilling, currently lacking, must be a priority as we anticipate
industry advancements. We've witnessed marked improvements in reducing noncompliance,
enhancing productivity, and bolstering worker satisfaction. Firstly, we aim to foster greater
factory ownership to diminish reliance on the Better Work framework and curtail non-
compliance. The second prong of our strategy involves capacity building and partnerships,
aiming to reshape service delivery to industry partners. Central to this effort is extensive capacity
building, encompassing training, trainer development, and course refinement. The third aspect
focuses on the evolution of Better Work's business model and our future operations. To achieve
this, we prioritize knowledge sharing through seminars, discussions, sharing best practices, and
data dissemination. Our focus now shifts to extrapolating the lessons learned beyond the RMG
sector, marking an exciting phase of expansion and replication.

Shakil Chowdhury, Secretary General, International Trade Union Confederation-Bangladesh
Council (ITUC BC)

Despite advancements in the RMG sector, much remains to be done. Our export volume in the
RMG sector has increased by 15% in the last ten years, and revenue has risen by 55%, making us
the second-largest exporter in the world. However, progress in forming labor unions and
collective bargaining agreements has been insufficient. A harmonious relationship between
workers and employers is essential, and without unions, achieving better industrial relations is
challenging. Addressing this issue and prioritizing policy changes, such as amending laws to
facilitate trade unions, is crucial. The factory inspection mechanism also needs significant
improvement. Many critical issues can be resolved at the primary stage if collective bargaining
or trade unions are permitted in the RMG sector. Labor courts alone cannot address all issues;
they must be resolved at the factory level, and having unions would make this possible,

Abdullah Hil Rakib, Vice President, Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporter
Association (BGMEA) Initially met with skepticism, Better Work has succeeded due to the
efforts of the IFC, ILO, and other partners. Factory owners have also played a key role, though
more recognition and reward could further motivate improvements. The Rana Plaza incident
served as a wake-up call for many of us, prompting significant improvements in fire safety and
occupational health standards. Many factories now want to join the Better Work program,
inspired by its successful model. The government is urged to understand the project's benefits
and collaborate to implement best practices at the industry level. Achieving a unified code of
conduct—social, environmental, and governance-related—is essential. The government should
support this through finance, awareness, and capacity building, while entreprencurs need clear
guidance. Engaging the entire ecosystem, from top-level to supervisory roles, is crucial for
sustained progress.

Mohammad Hatem, Executive President, Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) I greatly appreciate the Better Work Programme, and we're closely
collaborating with them. But, factories participating in the programme are often obligated to
fulfill the audit requirements of various buyers and brands as well. This becomes difficult for an
entrepreneur. We support implementing all Better Work recommendations, but buyers and
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brands must accept them without adding extra audits or regulations. Additionally, fair and ethical
pricing is an important aspect to consider alongside compliance.

Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, /nspector General, Department of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments (DIFE) Reflecting on the progress of Bangladesh's RMG sector over the last
decade, it is evident that Better Work Bangladesh has been instrumental in driving significant
improvements in labour rights and workplace safety. The progress encourages the industry to
participate more in this approach. It is also expected that both the government and workers will
work together to ensure a better workplace and better implementation of the Bangladesh Labour
Act (BLA) and Bangladesh labour rules. Given the graduation of Bangladesh from LDC status,
the export-oriented industry, particularly the RMG sector, needs to increase competitiveness in
the international market through ethical manufacturing practices and robust compliance
standards.

Nahim Razzak, MP, Bangladesh National Parliament Businesses must strive for excellence
while simultaneously addressing compliance issues. The Bangladesh government is taking a
strong, positive stance by consolidating labor and EPZ laws into a unified format, which has
been agreed upon by all stakeholders and is nearing finalization. While the government can
promote unions, it's also essential for RMG owners to support unionization. However, we must
proceed cautiously with unionization efforts. Despite being the world's second-largest RMG
exporter and hosting the highest number of green factories, our industries often do not receive
any extra payment for compliance. The ILO and IFC should advocate for fair treatment, and the
media should spotlight this issue. The Better Work model is replicable, but it doesn't need to be
implemented in every factory. Instead, we can adopt and implement their best practices
independently, learning from their successes.

Tanjim Ferdous, /n-charge of NGO and Foreign Missions, Business Development Team, The
Daily Star Today's discussion focused on labour rights, compliance in the RMG sector,
enhancement of labour standards, workplace safety, and ideal business practices. The
conversation also highlighted the successes of the past decade, the development of the RMG
sector, and the pivotal roles played by the Better Work Bangladesh programme.
Recommendations for the next decade emphasised how to elevate our RMG sector to global
competitiveness through policy, institutional, and operational changes.

Recommendations

e To adapt to LDC graduation, the RMG sector must improve competitiveness, efficiency,
productivity, labor rights, and address social and environmental concerns.

« A comprehensive database of workers in the RMG sector needs to be established.
Trade unions must be permitted in every garment factory to address workers' issues.

o Best practices from the Better Work Programme should be implemented in other
factories. A database can compile these practices and their impacts.

» Further improvements are required in areas such as workplace safety, worker well-being,
and gender.

+ Promote social dialogue to resolve disputes and find solutions at the factory level

9




Prioritize upskilling workers for evolving industrial technologies.

Create attractive employment opportunities to retain women in the RMG workforce.
Strengthen participation committees and grievance mechanisms, and boost women's
involvement in these committees and supervisory roles.

Establishing Industry-Based Training (IBT) Centers within the industry is crucial for
developing specialized skills
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MEior Eféinas i
join forces to
decarbonise
Bangladesh’s
fashion industry

S'IBR BUS[N'I"SS REPORT

Some oi' Jhe wurlds biggest faﬂhlon
brands such as like Gap Inc, H&M
Group, Mango, and Bestseller have
joined forces to participate in an
initiative to decarbonise the fashion
sector in Bangladesh.

The Future Supplier Initiative offers
a collective financing model to support
decarbonisation in the apparel sector,
.aunrtﬁng 1o a statement from H&M,

It is facilitated by mon profit The
Fashion Pact in partnership with brand
and manufacturer platform Apparel
Impact Institute, consultancy firm
Guidehouse and ‘lingapurean DBS
Bank.

Decarbonisation is the pmcesq of
reducing or eliminating carbon dioxide
emissions from processes such as
manufacturing.

Future Supplier Initiative estimates
that 99 percent of total fashion brand
emissions occur in the supply chain,

Ir aims to accelerate the transition to
net zero by sharing the financial risks
and responsibhilities of transitioning (o
renewable energy sources in garment
and texile factories ' alongside their
suppliers.

Future Supplier Initiative E
estimates that 99 percent |
of total fashion brand |
emissions occur in the | g
supply chain

The initiative is a brand-agnostic
mechanism that will develop and
finance projects Lo support hoth brands
and supplicrs to meet their “Science
Based Targets” (SBTs) and stay within
the 1.5 degree trajectory.

The 1.5-degree trajectory is a specific
goal outlined in the context of global
efforts to address climate change, with
the aim being to limit global warming to
an increase of no more than 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels,

To this end, a combination of
technical support and financial
incentives will be used to help overcome
the barriers that prevent many factories

' adopting electrification and
renewable encrgy solutions.

“The cost ol inaction on climate

. change is unaffordable,” said Fva von

Alvensleben, executive director and

secretary general of The Fashion Pact,

according to a statement from H&M on
June13.

“If the fashion sector is to meet its
goals and transform its supply chain,
we urgently need to address the gap
between ambition and action,” she said.

“No business alone can solve this
challenge, but by sharing the costs, risks
and responsibilities of the transition
to renewable energy, we can build an
ecosystem of solutions and kickstart a
new era of change,” she added.

The H&M statement added that
achieving significant enission
reductions would mean that suppliers
may need (o adopt a range of energy
efficient technologies and processes,

as well as transitioning to renewable-

energy sources, often with lengthy
payback periods that can take decades.

This deters many suppliers from

embracing electrification and renewable
energy solutions, hindering progress
towards decarbonisation goals.
To help accelerate progress and
bridge these gaps, the Future Supplier
Initiative aims to reduce the cost for
suppliers by working with fashion
brands to decrease the cost of
capital for loans that can accelerate
decarbonisation.

Alongside financial incentives,
technical support will be provided
to help suppliers identify and
implement low-carbon technologies
and solutions.

Baselining and  monitoring
emission reductions will also be
conducted to demonstrate the
impact of projects financed and
implemented by the initiative.

The initiative seeks to identifying
common factory units, interventions
and costs and match projects with
the highest potential for impact.

“At Bestseller, we are working
intensively to improve our climate
footprint,” said Anders Holch Povisen,
owner and CEO of Bestseller,

“We have largely managed to
tackle our direct emissions, but it
is clear that emissions in our value
chain require ambitious efforts on a
scale that calls for innovative, joint
solutions,” he said.

“Gap Inc is committed to bridging
the climate gap by collaborating with
our supply chain partners to reduce
emissions,” pledged Richard Dickson,
president and CFO of Gap Inc.

Daniel Ervér, CEO of H&M Group,
said, “At H&M Group, we want to
lead the way within our industry and
decarbonising our supply chain is
one of the most important keys to
further reducing our emissions.”

“The Future Supplier Initiative
shows that solutions are readily
available and come with proven
impact, but it requires commitments
from brands and investors that are

“We encourage others to join
our efforts to tackle our industry’s
impact,”

negative climate

‘added.

Ervér
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Most RMG units pay wages, im”qiwl 2o :

allowance: BGMEA = smowe o

FE REPORT

I SRR SRR 99

Almost all garment factories in industrial belts have paid wages for the AR (9BR) 5 TR
month of May and festival allowance to their workers, claimed the apex body FION WA IR, (FOR A6
of apparel traders on Saturday. , PR TS Al gaR

Labour leaders, hawever, accused some factories of paying partial pay- SHHIGIE 90 "mﬁ%m
ments of wages while problems arose over the announcement of Eid holidays m&” iy gwm%‘”m m@ﬁlﬁlﬁ
at a few units. ' e U e L QGIEIN 1 32 S |

According to the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and” Exporters QOQSLQQ mmm[" G%q s

Association (BGMEA), some
2,160 factories-1,835 located in

Dhaka and 325 in

Chattogram-registered ~ with WERE, 2E1F G ST WA O
the trade body are currently in G TG TH R0 2Ny
operation. T TEA] A FISA] S

e, ATEE AEPAS @S s

In a statement, the BGMEA
;f;lmw e (G U qETS, 9

claimed all but four factories

have paid wages for May and GRS T B
festival allowance. PP A TETISTD AN
However, the payment of gt =) FRIGR o
bonus by the remaining facto- Barz wanw e BN wae e,
ries is under process. mmm%aﬁwmwm
When asked, Sammilita T SR IR ST AT
Garments Sramik Federation gg A q‘%ﬁﬂ; il :%‘:KW
president Nazma Akter spoke m%?fm‘ﬂ il o FAD /

about some factories that were B RS
still to make full payment of U SILE 0 g2, 29 G 2038,
wages to workers. - e,

Even problems arose over . W. 2n_;”_ﬂ >

the announcement of Eid holidays at a few factories, she said. j
Meantime, the Industrial Police (IP) in a separate statement also said _&]T‘Ta s
almost all factories registered with the BGMEA, the Bangladesh Knitwear ﬁm - (LS 5pl TP
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BKMEA) and the Bangladesh g g 2a oiweg@ aicy | 58 sima SRUWE 981
Textile Mills Association paid wages and bonus. IR A-AAIeS e AR et ahe | eE 98
More than 9,800 factories, including textile and ready-made garment units, 7w =58 wirg, T FEAFE 408 75 79| AE1E @@ S
are under the jurisdiction of the IP in eight industrial belts of Ashulia, gz wwe @aumz 367 (oaid S GrE@E “@ERE sau
Gazipur, Chattogram, Narayanganj, Mymensingh, Sylhet, Cumilla and wyarg aas ez | GR&AH SUEE (HREATHS AU B06 9%
Khulna except Dhaka metropolitan area. PR, 1 49 B ; - :
According to data available with the IP, an estimated 2,250 are textile and %WW WW Teivgreia i iAo AR
garment factories and the rest are non-RMG units, including jute mills. s fend ﬁ”':ﬂg 6 50 4ETH @'hﬁm W R R
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Unemployment nears

REUTERS, Geneva

Unemplnym‘:_m in the Gaza Strip
has reached nearly 80 percent
since the Israeli offensive began last
Octlober, the United Nations labour
agency said vesterday, bringing the
average unemplovment rate across
Palestinian territories (o more
than 50 percent. ;

Unemployment in the Gaza
Strip has reached 79.1

while the West Bank has seen

joblessness hit nearly 32 percent,
the International Labour
Organization (ILO) said in its
fourth assessment of the impact
of the offensive on employment.

begmaumtz

The figures give a combined
unemployment rate of 50.8
percent.

"This excludes Palestinians who
have given up on finding a job,”
said Ruba Jaradat, ILO Regional
Director for Arab States. “The
situation is much worse.”

“Imagine with this very high
level of unemployment, people
will not be able to secure food for
themselves and for their families,”
Jaradat said.

“This is also impacting their

health.... Even if they have money,
there are no hospitals that can
accommodate the catastrophic
situation there."

In terms of the economy, the
real gross domestic product
(GDP) has contracted by nearly
33 percent in the Palestinian
territories since the start of the
offensive, with an estimated
contraction of 83.5 percent in the
(Gaza Strip and by 22.7 percent in
the West Bank, according to data
published by ILO.

“In the occupied Palestinian
territory and particularly in the
West Bank, the reduction in
incomes has pushed many families
into severe poverty,” Jaradat said.

Meanwhile, the World Health
Organization has reported that
Israel attacks on healthcare
facilities have caused 727 deaths,
933 injuries, and impacted

80pc in enclave: ILO

101 health facilides and 113
ambulances since the offensive
began.

WHO stated on X, that 37
percent of the attacks occurred in
Gaza City, 23 percent in northern
Gaza, and 28 percent in Khan
Younis.

“Two-fifths (37%) of attacks
were in Gaza City, nearly a quarter
(23%) in north Gaza, and over a
quarter (28%j) in Khan Younis,” the
WIIO tweeted on X.

UN Secrctary General Antonio
Guterres on  Thursday called
for an end to hostilities along
the demarcadon line between
Lebanon and Israel, warning of the
risk of a broader conflict.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu warned Wednesday
that Israel was “prepared for a
very intense operation” along the

border.
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50.17 lakh work in garment
factorles" state minister

(hmespondenl

THERE  are over ©50.17
lakh workers working in

- factories in the
country and 55.57 per cent
of them are women, state
minister for labour and
emple

Sangsad on Sunday. .'

The state minister gave per

this information in . re-
sponse to a question of
ruling Awami League law-
maker Nurannabi Chowd-
hury from Bhola-3.

According to the infor-

‘mation of the Bangladesh
Garment  Manufacturers

and Exporters Association,
there are 33 lakh 17 thou-

‘sand 397 workers in the
garment factories in Bang-
ladesh, the state minister
“said.

Among them, 52.28 per .

cent are women workers,
the minister said, adding
that the number uf ‘women
workers is 17.34 lakh.

On the other hand, ac-

cording to the Bangladesh

Knitwear . Manufacturers
and Expmters Associa-
tion dala, there are 17 lakh
workers in the knitwear
sector, of which 62 per cent
—10.54 lakh are women.

In total, there are 50.17

lakhi workers in’ the gar-
ment industry in the
country, of which 55.57

-per cent—27.88 lakh are

wopmen workers, the min

ister said. « .

- Citing data  collected
from the Bangladesh-Bu-
reau of Statistics, the state
minister said that accord-

43 16 000, of whmh % T
cent meaning 16.19
lakh are women.

In reply ‘to anathen
query, the state minister
for commerce Ahsanul-Is-

lam Titu said that due to
the adverse impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic, the ef-
fect of the Russia-Ukraine
war, global economic re-
cession and price inflation
in America and Europe,
the main export markets of

‘Bangladesh, the slow pace

of export earnings was be-
ing observed.

Bangladesh’s main ex-
port product, manufac-
tured garments, has de-
creased in demand in the
world markel, resulting in
a decline in export growth,
he added.

In countries such as the

United Kingdom, France,

Spain, Canada and Japan,
the frend of export earn-
ings from this sector, how-
ever, continues to grow, the
minister also said.
"Responding to a gues-
tion from AL lawmaker

mgto the 2022 labour forca-
went Nazrul Islam.__ Al Wi
1@“& 3 T

Morshed Alam, Ahsanul
said that the FY2022-23

- saw the highest mﬂat;qn in

the past 12 years.
-He added that Inflation

in this financial year was

9.0Z per cent.
Aocurd:ng to the mfor«

‘minister, the in ation rate

1 SAARL counmes

was 8.69 per cent in 2011-

: 12 fiscal, 6.78 per cent in

2012-13 fiscal, 7.35 per cent
in 2013-14, 6.41 per cent in
2014-15, 5.92 per cent in
2015-16, 5.44 per cent
2016-17, 5.78 per cent
2017-18, 5.48 per cent
2018-19, 5.65 per cent
2019-20, 5.56 per cent
2020-21, 6.15 per cent
2021-22 and 9.02 per cent
inflation rate in 2022-23,
‘In response to AL
lawmaker Samil Uddin
Ahmed, the state minis-
ter for commerce said that
currently Bangladesh had
business fransactions with
210 countries of the world.
Among the countries,

EEEEEE

Bangladesh has a traxie ;

deficit with B2 countries,

the minister said.

According to the in-
formation placed by the
state minister, Bangladesh
has the largest trade defi-
cit with China which’ is
$17,149.2 million.

According to the statis-
tics of 2022-23, the total
trade deficit of Bangladesh

is $15,239. 55 milhon. X
In response to the ques-
tion of independent law-
maker Abul Kalam from
Natore-1, Ahsanul Islam
Titu said that there is a
trade deficit with countries
nther than ,Sri Lanka and
. among the

In response to the ques-
tion of AL lawmaker SM
Atau] Haque of Satkhira-4,
State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief
Mohibbur Rahman said
that the amount of dam-
age in the whole country

_due to cyclone Remal was
‘around Tk 7,482 crore.

In response to the ques-

tion of Mahbubpr Rahman

from Chattogram-1, -the
state minister said that the
death toll in Remal was 20
while the number of affect-
ed people was 3.83 lakh
people.

In- response to the
question of AL lawmaker
Parveen Zaman from the
reserved seal, state minis-
ter for expatriates’ welfare
Shafiqul Islam Chowd-
hury said that in the past
15 years from 2008 till

June 11, 2024, 11.14 lakh

women workers had gone
abroad for jobs.

The state minister said
that most of the women
workers had gtme to Saudi

" Arabia.
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For shared prosperity, formalisation

of work is vital

Gunjan Dallakoti

is small and medium i
development specialist ai
the International Labour

Organization {ILO),

GUNJAN DALLAKOTI

Md Bilal Hussain, 73, learnt weaving
from his father. Born in a family of
weavers, he believes weaving is in his
blood, inherited from his ancestors.
His last employer confirms that Bilal
is the best weaver he ever had. Ie is
excellent at weaving silk sarees and
salwar kameez,

Bilal worked for 57 years—42 with
his last employer and 15 years with
another, At retirement, he earned Tk
6,200 a month on average, being paid
Tk 1,400 for each piece of clothing he
made, Bilal retired in November 2023,
His falling eyesight and aching body
compelled him to stop although he
did notwant o, His low earnings never
permitted him to save anything, He is
Nnot getting any retirement benefits as
s employment was informal. Devoid
of benelits, he s now at the mercy
ol his sons Tor the rest of his life and
belleves the Almighty will provide for

" him,

Ferdous Munsi, the owner (malik)

of the small saree-making cottage
enterprise  where Bilal worked,
explained the business. He spends
Tk 2,000 on raw materials, mostly
imported, for each saree and pays
workers like Bilal Tk 1,400 to make the
saree, This then retails at Tk 4,000.
His gross profit does not even cover

cost of inventory for the off season.
He is critically aware of the low wages
his workers are getting, but can do
nothing about it.

This is the reality in the informal
sector. The Bangladesh Labour Force
Survey 2022 shows that close to
six crore (60 million) people, 84.9
percent of total working population
in Bangladesh, are in informal
employment. It is noteworthy that
out of the total employed women
in Bangladesh, 96.6 percent are in

informal employment. Similarly, 92.7 |

percent of youth aged 1527 years
are employed informally, Informal

employment can be both in formally
registered businesses and in the
unregistered ones.

Economists opine that some level
of informality is expected in a growing
economy like Bangladesh, where
an effective business governance
system and procedures are yet to be
established. There are several reasons
for the widespread informality in the
country. Studies have suggested that
the ineffectiveness of public services
like registration, licensing and tax
processing of businesses are among
the main reasons. On the other hand,

‘lack of clear incentives to formalise,
limited understanding of the
process of formalisation, and limited

. employment opportunities are other

E

the rent of the space and the holding |

- impediments.,

The consequences of the high
 informality are severe: low tax to GDP
ratio, widening inequality, stagnant
industrial competitiveness in sectors
other than ready-made garment
(RMG) and low labour productivity,
and low product and service guality.
i Informality also hinders the potential
of the industrial sector to participate
andbenefit from growing international
value chains and export market
opportunities. These are extremely
critical as Bangladesh prepares to
graduate from LDC status and enters
the global market on the basis of

competitiveness and productivity.
While the prioritisation  of

formalisation in the Industrial Policy
2023 is a welcome step, there is al
dearth of studies on the potential
positive impact of formalisation and
Bangladesh’s capacity to formalise to
inform policymaking. Furthering the
formalisation agenda is imperative
for the country if it is to achieve the
ambition of economic diversification
and meodernisation of the private
sector to become competitive globally.
The implementation of the policy
requires an integrated effort from the
whole of the government, the private
sector, and workers’ organisations. The
success of ongoing labour sector and
social protection reforms are also key
to addressing informality.

The informal sector, which
comprises cottage, micro-, small and
medium enterprises, not only operates
closest to local communities, but
playvs a crucial role in creating local
jobs, especially for women and vouth
in Bangladesh. As we commemorate
the Micro-, Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises Day today, we recognise
thatitisa vital sector at the heart of our
societies with tremendous potential

to accelerate decent job creation and
achievement of the SDG goals.

To fully harness its potential, a
transition to formalisation is necessary
to ensure that the millions of workers
in the sector do not end up like Bilal—
destitute after a fully productive
working life.
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Eradicating child labour from Bangladesh

To eradicate child labour from Bangladesh,
a comprehensive strategy is required.
This strategy should focus on poverty

alleviation, education, and strict
enforcement of labour laws,
writes Mir Mostafizur Rahaman

LONG with the rest of the
A:rorld. Bangladesh  also

-observed the World Day
Against Child Labour on June 12.
This year also marks the
25th7anniversary of the adoption of
ILO Convention No. 182 on the
Worst Forms of Child Labour
(1999), which, in 2020, was the first
ILO Convention to be universally
ratified, '

International Labour Organi-
sation (ILO) itself admits that while
much progress has been made in
reducing child labour over the years,
recent years have seen global trends
reverse, and, 'now more than ever it
is important to join forces to acceler-
ate action towards ending child
labour in all its forms',

Unfortunately, in Bangladesh and
in some other countries the number
of child workers is growing and the
number rose by 86 thousand in the
last seven years,

According to the survey of
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics con-
ducted in 2022, the number of child
workers in  the country was
3,450,369 in 2013, but it went up to
3,536,927 in 2022.

For a country on the way to grad-
uation from the status of the Least
Developed Country, this number of
child workers is unacceptable. The
scenario looks graver when one
takes into account the fact that out of
the total child workers, over

1070,000 children are engaged in
work, which poses risks to their
health and lives,

In the last two decades the govern-
ment has taken projects to combat
the scourge of child labour. Projects
were also taken to prevent children
from engaging in risky jobs. But it
seems that the projects are not yield-
ing expected benefit. -

As law dictates, appointing chil-
dren in workplaces is a punishable
offence. - i

Labour ministry has prepared a

 list containing 43 types of jobs

which are identified 'risky' for chil

children are still engaged in all these
43 jobs.

While Bangladesh has made sig-
nificant strides in economic growth

remains a persistent problem that
undermines the nation's future
prospects, This complex issue

‘and a multi-pronged approach to

eradicate it effectively,

The prevalence of child labour in
Bangladesh is deeply rooted in
socio-economic disparities. Poverty
ished families often have no choice
but to send their children to work. In

‘many cases, these children are

employed in informal sectors such as
agriculture, domestic work, and
small-scale industries, where labour

. regulations are weak or non-existent.

The need for additional household
income outweighs the benefits of

. education, leading to high dropout
dren but the BBS survey shows that

rates from schools, This cycle of
poverty and lack of education per-
petuates child labour, hindering the
country's overall progress.

‘Another critical factor contribut-
ing to child labor is the cultural
acceptance of child work as a norm
in many communities. In rural areas,
children are often seen as an eco-

demands a nuanced understanding [ nomic asset, expected to contribute

to the family's income from a young’
it challenging to implement and
enforce child labour laws effectively. |
Additionally, the informal nature of |
many child labour sectors means
that these practices are often hidden

To eradicate child labour in

a comprehensive strate- |
gy is required. This strategy should
focus on poverty alleviation, educa-|
tion, and strict enforcement of
labour laws. Economic policies that |
create jobs for adults, social safety
nets that protect vulnerable families
and accessible quality education are
essential components,

Moreover,  community-based
approaches that address cultural atti-
tudes towards child labour and
empower local leaders to advocate
for children’s rights are crucial.

No doubt, child labour in |
Bangladesh is a symptom of deeper ‘
socio-economic issues that need to |
be addressed holistically. :

With comprehensive government ‘
action, NGO efforts, international |
collaboration, and community
engagement, Bangladesh can move
towards a future where every child |
has the opportunity to learn, grow,
and contribute to society. The eradi-
cation of child labour is not just a
moral obligation, it is also crucial to
ensure sustainable development.

R

720Z ‘€1 8unr.| Aepsiny

ssaxdxy feroueu

Bl joa|lxd



mw- I, b G 2038,

3for v fRraureer

oo faq e ﬁammmﬁ

SSHFFH=H

«fh wfen g Rrawre 22«
(A0 TG IaIE! |

oitaf =tes G, Gl

IRATIT ANE T TR HEE CHE
Fraurmm 7Ry A SRrea TSR
OF T @ T 47 RS Bel
Frravrer 7w oAt 2o 4@ v | i
fars 373 SRrea Ao BugE @
e wa Pe—wg  Aeia ﬂmﬁﬁ’l
frmms 9EEE 9ErEE | WE
meﬁﬂﬂmmw
WA T @ (AT NG A |

AT Bfeieaa ELRA Hn SI0I0E SIES
g TEATHT e «Fh wfes "W
FRirsEs 9oE @19 S At Bl (R
werEaE e 9 e 99 sEee
w e g smE AT |

TEH 6 HGFF THONTHT Ao2 FHH

oW (@@l PTE GeN EEE 9w,

ﬁwﬁﬁmmmwﬁhﬁﬁmw
¥ | el Ee W S SER

wiw wifafafers e fam 2 Seeimea
2R T FE| 203b-5h Wi e
Terime 58 ¢ 719 we IETE Gife 5A 1 B
g7 M Bera & AIY 20 TEE B AT M
ek il ermmrgl fdta Fg g
WS A O TEA & W OF oI
% T FER, A TR W

wfen g ey mR TSR
e e e fem oy e
AT | 7 WO WEEE 2 ) @ s W
Ten 50 WITH JE (ReT 9| «9vd ansl
707 O FEEE 5 W (W0F w0 GG 52 WA
TFaTes! AT | TEA a &0 20 (N (0F 2o
@ﬁwmmwﬁmmmﬁl
EIEC i o e A e B [
wmifre =Ed o ot s Wﬁgﬁ
TZH SN CEF A, G AT
A Aifie, o @2 frateeta we)
firayrmm wwy Yfiedtma eueH @)
YT CFB] AN D& | SAWTAE Q= 20
o drE 20 ey e SRS
frirauiGa! 2 ¢ e (e sa g Afe ¢
T W T OHE g 4411
1RGOy
o FTEvTeE fy vie 21 @fS 205y T
CATF BUA TR G0 G i
B ST e Sge W |
WA feramres) B0 AeaE 9 AfenarsE
Sorgphi waron W N 2e W W
Eam&f‘g;:zte LY CILITE | ﬂaﬁ%m
T 1 ATLE TATGFO Elichl
W (T8 (AT 93 (FigE ferna wing )
T A SZE I LY AN A,
QI & S1A0DE NSNS aitne NItZE S
(Bl GBI, (FTZ ALFFALE | OIF QLA G
were 3% TE 491 % 4S5 WO (ST IR

L i o M e ) [ e e g

41 e 20w SINICAE G <50 A
B2 T e HATE FReieTE (e 92

T e 1 BB A WA A g |

JisHATALe He e g FradreEE
e A6 & T Lt 491 Sere A
el | 5T ARETACT T A HACAE e

W 203555 SdaEE e
Seoimw feet e A1 0o
TG (G 5 i

B 517 7977 A1 TR b
#1230 2GE 5 A=
Granpascl

Ioam\bﬁ“rﬁw\ssw*f
 eRfa oem e, T
Wtﬁzé@mr

A L A IR, A4, T 6
AT e |

ffire b wifers Afifen womfs «m wem
A€ fofn g9y sz aem, (wFs Tsg
e Ged (e ATGAIdl AE 4Lan |
wEd (o ANS (2 ©iF 9 RO
FRATT e Tm aem wAE R
E | E Y P T 1) T O g
Fmgrerg w3 oE 9 9w, 9w
ST BT BesimTa ¥ WiNeE | 3o

« S %% 40w oal’
A e TTEES CECIDRGC TN
‘mme fredrer @ o e T, o

A Tamw wdEEe e waEae fefers)
BIIGRE S bo 519 2o fapae ot 9%
T Fretesr camE SEmer TE e

B N e e 5 20 ™
(20 2o GEIRER AR o o e
Sreed | @ifE B @b uifas wifss
TGS =2 BT Ao a0, G A 7
(AT ITE LI TG WA TN | TETS
4dl #IG BferietE! (frUE ol Qe 9l |
AN AW G AT & G5 L S
TR o L wfG | SN @R @
A DS (o7 (B (T | 4

Hag AT sreefE vom weeE
Trawe fafen »nfw cieE wifa Soste
Az e = REw wfenm Ty Fied
Tﬁwﬁwmamwmwuﬁﬁmw
AT ST 7 T S 2
WA are, R e @ ST
GG e FCAS WF SIS AR
T SRTea DRSS TR At Nat
Ol BT |
A5Ta 9% A9 IBoLEd foRel, 2eE
SAfFTIRN 5Ad— AT FTA B2 (OE ST
wifer ATy frasieE (Tl AE 7Y AES WA
FE NS @ AGHAT THAFER AT AFA
TR @l Zawd | S SR e wem,
APEE Sl 3 Al STy wleaeras Wl
AR AMEAT (A ARG T, G
fraureErg w9y ey w94 9t wlE AN
AR O AF TEIOT A TN G

TEEIT 8 Y AT’

W@'ﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂmiﬁﬁa
 féreTE TR
B eee Ry

TR | A (UF Yo IT TWOE 6T So
w1y e Rfes =y | BF (U ¢

89

(TF WFIR T T FEA PR IR e ARANI P 26 | ' "




G

2% SIitE] « 4R, 5 G038,

fafon fagfhe arERTE TS
&1 &0 BI (ST TSIl WE |
fovera e, o3 '

AMHER A 2R TEE | Ny
TG T GG THEe  TEEEE
wezifes Rueewe aF G5 9 4@
AT TR ToiA | STERTe W@ e
AB5! ofE Trormees BT ane wmE
zifegg) o1 afednma s werafEg
G G AS & =1 i wwr s,
SIS G2 I (T =0 A |
frE  Rurmeams BiliEm-y-ag
AW @ 62 efodrar =i cEnea
e ferew ofeqa) 6 a9y aEne
A, G TEE (904 G D5 At We [y
G 5y AT G @A e
@Ifag ETeal WECAREE e 9
o= iy =it i e M areices |
a9e T SE e gmmed W SR
@I Sife @76 ADEREE, o
(T SICT Lo TACS T AT
SHGIE e T A AAR SIHADN | FANT
OGP Al WA AT FE ¢ FH HE
a4 e meTrs Somrst 3T | Byaes ces
1 At FrSla FAE BT, 2ol AT
w94
&Y ZIRga 7, TEAHET TR G
R RN R G L B 1)
FLEF | S0 90, SealEd og LT
(At WAl @ @ =5F @ )
T [ i e VO o B o e o
TS HAITE A1 | S i 4eh
FEEA, awﬁzmmmwm
(=T A1 Y|
whﬁmﬁ ﬁmwﬁm
95AE 2003 WA 29N Wo 9% I3
g WEIETE | GAE 2056 HEd
IS (AT 2 AT | TN ARETALTE
soft B el v seefes| 7 7E @
wfarad wfemEms 03 AN GbEe
(@F 9EE % I TE S
A |
Ol @%q dW WS Y@ 033 AE
AFAT T WEE
WA (ANE | S47 TGS bk 5+ a
zH| W3 wiaefers s/ aws At
g, oele wreies wE AfS @@ A
I SR cnaes, fe e,
TR 9y (I8 (oE WEdE) WD
© 714 | e «e3 wog ffen
«UEH) B cha 98
W8 Q€+ 07 Ye0EA | Y e 908 7
2 Sreigenee Bt e S| aue
et o foT wEte |

G WiEFeS AdiRE wEe R
(A0S B« G SER GBESEE AT
&= f5 afedms w @ie Gisst frcares fof)
g 4@ o e anee siee
s e Fares fof | #Ee fn g9y
AL A, G4 SreEeeT B
e A2 are e e e
TECRA, Ol AR FAEA| SwE U
w3 v 40 G S At

RGN B o ik, Euisewad
SiEE-y, 2 9 o-a8 A TEE WEEE

'%@[mﬁwmﬂcmwﬁam
FamEmE

WA TELEA SIHE (B8 656 |
T A G a90H NS AT G|
Sitae HH S : AOGS HEE
Tewd | WETEREE e Rumens 2feE
29T TRAS TEE 30 G+ AlAld HH 52
WA @ o) S smGEeEE
e AW AGCS AIE FOTA T
FEABIES FITE AIE S0 | SR Foicen,
A6 4@ AS @Y TS S
ATSHRSTEATE MCHCES | =i TS 9] AT
e oran | @rwifaetE Stae el
5T (FES (T & 1, T WIS A9
FAE (FE (T |
(@0 (@S wEE o fen 9 @ Ay
foia s Feeren vo ziem G
BE «z =14 Bt fiva Foace gus a1
itwe «e 1@e | ol gom sEns arEs,
‘G (03 ) GILS = ATErE %ial DS A1
m|mmammmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁy
Tl TEmn fou AR

! gines biaE [MumeawEe WS #fEvEe

FIFe TATIN ST G GEANE A,
yfie are TiemarEsd wee "@ihtE 5
awcE| defs 92 e Amans i
R

wferms FwmEs T T

wEEFEE Wi qpirer o @fes
wiemmE e fafimad o fame
FAHLE NGAETH T T I I
AL A LA QAT (508 ) BIE 5 Shera
e 72 e e wiferts sfafe e
BIREGA Fas bl Wgeie | fouky wel
SIEAE WA #rE aEmatEEm B
mﬁmﬁm mm—m@rﬁmmmm

|

I, we 038 m

TR NS
A1 g

?ﬁﬁmﬁﬂm
—waﬁlﬁ?ﬂéﬂ

ﬁwm:

AR TEEIAE (Y o AN
BFs 7 =tewmm iGrs db TET hao
F (e e | F @ T oaenw
T LW @ FICS LI FE TFA
%Y AR @St IMG 0N R
TS SRR T S (AATE AN
WEHETA FiEiMems @ ©U) G aa
o R o e O o
“fega 7EuE (BIAT |
& Ty gfewgl 9vem, ‘o 1 7EE ¢ Y
W TEE L9y TNF TFAFE (SR
Fgrave e | @ NH) E

| a3 i RaeEiba wresia@ ol T 8

mwmmmuwmﬁﬁs
AT (A0S e 8 WY 9L TS
w92 &9 | & du TEH b

WWTWNMNMM’HW
Filtm wve sy e wfems Fae
A WF mmm-ﬁm
FATA I I
ST AT R bramed @
PG T T% W0 | FAFNAa ASRHEA!
AT ATARME ANE GRS |
wiva e ol ot 7@ Bt s
BiErA AfSTa qreE, (1 919 @ Saled
ARGTY (AT AT A, SaE s wEe
sl ey @ TR | Bifsne R
EEE e e iR afewa
A, S fersfa a1 @
o= AR @fs, @ @7 G et m
s M s A e eE e
o R bt are® frm + % fre 5w |
Siwdl bR, Wi Wi T Qe
HTE, BTRE NI R T |
(I e M 0 T B oo I A R
erf‘wé'ﬁ’fam ‘e fagfle gt 7w
-awfi = @, et o
mmmmmmmw
T ol ol FEE @ T @R dmes
mﬂ%mmmn ﬂtﬂnﬁTmm
Wmm 1 7
|-nmam1 w7 A | T < T
gt B ffem srmbe seemre w g
FEE ALNAT &1 | Seatg EEieEe
e TG | B @ wifay ey S | e
™ 7 |
W TEEE (R e weeEm TE e
ofadt | ofr 2o, wraem e S e
mnﬁlmmmmmm
R | A e e

88

%__mmmm e




. @ “TTE S

Wﬂwmobwaﬁm M@W

Y SRSt wfoTaes Retiesms »« aofis

%WW@W@WW

SR ST T T T (T WG Qe
AT | BT S U (A AFATTE b8 LT (@t
T GRS AR A1 A SifTare IR o Bty
USIT FF TR TR (0T TR 9y oo TEE
T | TS wE NECHY wem AT
2oES Tewws =& oo frcare | Toeefelas samarars
A1 BEAT 7 (A% TifAe, wvitew wfi frgr 95
FE (I 1S e e e (e T TTn
| aa ey @EErE Qe

W | BY « PR WA SIS 99 7 S g
T | (A A T TR SRR (AT T R | S

=S T arTe <ieioar i oremsy ey el

WWmmﬁmewﬂmﬁcm
e K :

= A 9 SR T T, 9t e
ST WY WY dRME W OR i
SEE ST SIRRIST 998 ST B SR T o e
ST | (S0 R R TS R e
- g et

=== e it =i St o vt w@
B T i A St Aresea oy

ﬁmaﬁﬂtﬂw Geradag fooE 972 e

. 5 ot e weTS (T o |
W slae TN -RTTEET AR ol Blvs =

8¢

TR, e et s e efn et
ey AT FOHT @ FE AN G4 (eI WICT
4% ¥ fire ey o o eesires s T AreuE w o
e @ @, el W FEer e oo
TR AT 2 EJ2 qreEARRE PR
TEBr e IE e &) g4 siE e o
Gfsreba we SreTTERr S APTen ¢ B w9
mwmmmwﬁ&mcmm
S Qb 1B AT & AT 1T BT 2w wure,
afatiiiong e w1 20 e TS SIE 5 CrF T
TSR T o vt i (et ' | W d08s A @B 5T
mwnﬁmmwmmmwﬁ}mmi
aIEES TATil, ¥% w3 q%0 TR e

BT el =, ST e 9 T ety
ST fega s Firarst e ewi @, [ A
R R el o A

TS 3 Wee B et gt 7 e
SIEGY (S OTEACTEINT) ST AT 2 (¥ | At 9% 3T
I W AT 8 T ey B ReTE wo
g Wt 07w onfr :
ey o7 s BT frre, SRt ae-Gram
) P M4 1 ) B ) i | IR o 8
i m%ﬁemwmwmw
NG (T BT A SIEfCe ST 91 T
2083 AT AP (4 9 i TEEeE Ta9eE A
Sool6 e FErER Tmm gt Ffeese

Ry —

HEEEE Aeeien {IMama (o emaE 9 wo
afb Frers F150 2q) T T Fry FEEETeEs S
(=% | e ot eieis et wigs wae (o BT
R e B e s vews =1
1o SBS T T Ao Fore, AT FEED
TS (T Eeor Tam uww, Bfew Gree
GAE T AT | BrEs W1 Aneny o T
f¥ =i Ftemal @rs AEEs 7 A S e

IO @ GEE, T S5 FAg o BEG ore
RT3 o e fm fmier e 85w @3
WA (G A (72, Brabe o |« g St
m&maﬁﬁumm|
wqﬁmmmmﬁmwﬁwmmsaM|
@ TR AT By G B e sy A
TS AT (v 3ce wfpytt wtenr ¢tz

4B 0o BIETE BTy resDy wre b el BT wifeca (ot
a o weratE @re Sus e gwe wa oeEs

“HTBTEA |

T THAIT AN OF WA G, QSE S T
VTS T (e FIE06e e fare wiaft 9w, Bty
wIY @ geutn o FEE T A

afie AT 9% eferawem 2o ware, esag (roww)
mwmmmm[wwﬁ'm

ST | 7 AT W%' CW‘Q.F{ wmwﬁm% m
|I [y



RIS

CATATIS § A @ A e
AT N e, AT S E &
Y ASARE @27 @, Rar @oT 2 e
mﬁ?‘ﬁmm:

' TP TS
Nmmm mwwmw
mmmmgﬁmm%m

v BifeTe @ s st i red e ot
AT e

Wmﬁawmww

_ R Bs e s frge s
P55 cureite = v e | e Tt
T ¢ o JrEm (Rueeh) g
Wﬁ.‘lﬂ'ibc&ﬂﬁamwm

R 30 TER bog OW SHE RETIe .

TIEHT LA (7 | 35 (T3 *F7 o Sejeames
(ST W AN diwAG vy oy Wi,
TN TS S W 2% & T (e
TG T e | e sfs

o @ 7128 TS 58Y T T A

AR YA (T T O T S

i@ orfhes 8wt &y 2eE qse v =N
TR (176 | THTS “es= 1w s e
R ooy e, ST FH-HEEn o

m&mqa]rm mqﬁmh o

TEE bbb ww&ﬁﬁﬂ:#ﬂiﬂmm
SRR (e e R oo werE
cafir it s foer e e | o efsie

W'ﬂ"@m»ammﬁﬁmm?’@ W A & AT T v

8 T FIH GTRCE | AT @ T IR TS ST 06 W o

fail to migrate
to Malaysia

f Manpower, Employment,
ﬂlowmm&%ﬁﬁdmmh} :n I'tﬂlﬂlpo ng did not ISsut:
‘Sundayv thata total of 50,004 clearance for 33,034 desp1

Bangladeshi aspn:ams failed teceiving all the papers to

completing almost all the In a press bneﬁng. the
processes. - state

OF them, 16,970 aspirant expatﬂﬂtﬂs ‘ministry  ap-
migrants were not able to . for 5,26,676
fly to Malaysia for air tickets 951" irant “migrants between
only as the country closed Aﬂgustzuzz and May 31.

Jits d to foreign kers: However, BMET issued
cﬁM?&l. s clearance to 4,93,642 work-

They said that many oth-

The- slala minister in-
formed reporters that a six-
member committee, head-
ed by Nur Md Mahlmhul

-H_-a-q‘lﬂl an a—d-tﬁﬂml sec-

retary of the ministry, was -

L formed to D?Obe into the al-

I i+ tickets: tions of irregularities in

16,970 only for air tickets: Q0Ut  Figrwamhiiavia.
Staff Correspondent " The state minister came - The committee was asked
: - up with the figure at a press 10 subg;.u the report within

; ini Lo held at the ministry.  SeVen days.

;}ggﬁﬁlmﬁim ﬁ:lgmd that the Bureau 'We will punish those
who are found ty,’ he

said, being asked about the
pmssuue of a syndicate of

agencies  that
c.harged the workers much
higher than the govern-
ment’s fixed migration costs.
Aspirant migrants alleged

ers, and finally, 4,76,672 mi- A v AR
nccess that recruiting sgmciestmk
ﬁa;ﬁ;s; ally ﬂ.ew = between Tk 5 and 7 lakh
(s o1 o Malaysia, mﬂngustzozz mmm"m%

';_:mm-w&wm reopened the market after ~ Tent set Tk 75,990 as
ﬁﬁa‘ﬁﬁwm|m keeping it suspended for  Migration cost > md

T qedE R ST 907 4R o over four years-over corrup- Recruiting agen
: b 1 T tion allegations. migrants mmplamedﬂ e
: (o, SFEAETS It closed the market on  diriines charged

aﬁﬁﬁmmwmﬁzﬁﬁﬁvwlmﬂGaﬁmaw May 31 again for the same for a ticket at the last minute’
R 3 WO Goo W (LRI ST 39 (4 (V0% 1 (05 § T (A reasons, sector insiders said. whanthﬁr;ggéﬂu:rpﬂwwas

The state minister said

ﬁﬁm = T (IS 71 Mg o7 W ey _
Tt e TR S 4 e e ] mﬁm] mﬂm“pm,mpazpdepmmﬁ ;g*; at. e govermment wa
“'Wﬁm‘ﬂﬁ E‘ﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁl : e paporsbutsaw their process m andm& wctims oF
WL they had asked the recruiting ~_ Expatriates’ weMugmmm
E 2024 agents to give the number of istry secretary, Ruhul
MONDAGIUNE 3, migrants who could be flown Amin, urged victims to in-
I i to Malaysia after May 15 un- 2 COI
50 000 W eI'S der special arrangements, but
the did not listen to
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RMG export
prices fell up
to 16% in last

8 months
BGMEA chief says

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

DHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 2, 2024

JAISHTHA 19, 1431 BS

Export prices of locally made garment
items have fallen by 8 percent to 16
percent year-on-year over the last
eight months, according to data of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA).

International market prices declined
mainly because of a fall in demand from
end consumers suffering from high
inflationary pressure due to the severe
fallouts of Covid-19 and Russia-Ukraine
war.

Moreover, the volume of garments
exported from Bangladesh to major
markets also exhibited a declining trend
over the past 10 months.

For instance, the import of

by 7 percent and by European Union (EU)
by 13 percent in the July-April period of
the current fiscal year.

Prices declined mainly
because of a fall in
demand from consumers
amid high inflation

This was due to the fall in demand, the
BGMEA said.

Although there was 4.97 percent
growth in Bangladesh's garment exports
during this period, it was lar lower than
the 9.09 percent rise recorded in the
corresponding period of fiscal year 2022
23

However, the bank interest rate rose
by 15 percent and cost of production by
50 percent over the last five years, said
BGMFA President SM Mannan Kachi

The cost of production has increased
and wages of workers, he told a views_
exchange meeting with journalists at
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka,

Kochi also said a recent government
decision to not allow any investment to
be made outside of export processing
zones and special economic zones would
have a negative effect on the inflow of
such funds into the country.

from around the world by the US declined - existing

He urged the government
to review the decision 1o
enable investors to set up
factories outside of the
ZOTES.

The BGMEA president
also urged the government
to prepare major special
economic  zones  with
adequate supplies of gas,
power and logistics services
so that those could become
operational soon.

He also suggested that
the government bring
an end to harassment
at the National Board of
Revenue's  offices, such
as those dealing with
customs, bond and VAT.

Kochi demanded that

'of the pandemic and the

Russia-Ukraine war, low-
income groups have become
more insecure and helpless.
‘Therefore, they need social
protection,” said Prof Akash,
adding that the proportion
of both allocation and
expenditure has gone down
in the area.

Bhattacharya said the
isti allocation  in
health, education and social
protectionisinstarkcontrast
to the commitments made
in the two documents of
the government: the Fighth
Five-Year Plan and the
election manifesto.

He said the documents
specifically mentioned it, but
the allocation does not reflect
the reality. “In fact, it is almost
half of the budget promised in
the two documents,”
the government reduce
source tax to 0.5 percent
from existing 1 percent
in the next budget to
make businesses more

competitive.
Moreover, the
government should

continue to provide cash
incentives at previous rates
until 2029, he said.

This is due to the fact
that the World Trade
Organization also agreed to
continue trade benefits up
to 2029 for least developed
countries, including
Bangladesh, graduating to
developing nation status,
he said.

The government should
ensure rations of essential

food commodities  for

garment  workers and
facilitate  entrepreneurs
investing in mnon-cotlon
and manmade fibres [or the
country to grab a bigger
share of the world trade of
value-added garments, he
said.

Achieving the S$100
billion garment export
target by 2030 is possible
if the government ensures
gas and power supplies and
provides policy support, he
added.

Bangladesh  exported
garment  items  worth
$40.49 billion in the July-
April period of the current
fiscal year, according
to data of the Export

Promotion Bureau.

In the same 10 months
of fiscal year 202223,
export earnings from the
sector stood at $46.99
billion.

The BGMEA has been
trying to increase exports
to new destinations like
Turkey, Brazil, Argentina,
Russia, South Africa and
member countries of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, he said.

Kochi also said the new
BGMEA board has also
been trying to simplily
the trade procedures

resolving problems
related to customs, VAT
and RMG Sustainability
Council. :
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‘A never-ending ordeal of

outbound workers

AST Friday, the outgoing passenger termi-

nal of the Hazrat Shahjalal International

Airport had turned into a sea of Malayma-
bound jobseekers. Hundreds of them carrying
valid visas and no-objection certificates from
appropriate government authorities thronged the
airport but failed to fly to Malaysia for not hav-
ing tickets. May 31 (Friday) was the deadline set
by the Malaysian government for foreign workers
to enter Malaysia. :

The job-seekers waited for a couple of days at
the airport with the hope that the recruiting agen-
cies would provide them with tickets before the
expiry of the deadline, but their hope was dashed.
Many of them had broken into tears as they
spoke to newsmen about their plight. Each of
them spent between Taka four to five lakhs to get
their dream job. As they come mainly from poor
and low-income families living in districts across
the country, they managed funds either by selling
lands or borrowing from friends, relatives or non-
governmental organisations. The recruiting agen-
cies or their agents in many cases have melted
into thin air to avoid paying back their money.
The agencies realised money from the Malaysia-
bound workers in amounts that were five to seven
times the charges fixed by the government.

Fhilma to mthstand shock, a jobseeker hmhi:g :
from Brahmanbaria went missmg from Upakul -

Express while returning home with his father. He
is suspected to have committed suicide by jump-
ing from the train.

. What is the number of workers who could not
fly to Malaysia within the deadline? Unofficial
reports say it is more than 30,000, Minister of
State for Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas
Employment Shofiqur Rahman Chowdhury,
however, claimed that about 17,000 workers
ccould not fly out. The state minister has reported-

Iy appealed to the Malaysian government to grant
a special one-off period so that these workers
could enter Malaysia. He cited reasons such as
cyclone Remal, lack of flights and poor coordina-
tion by recruiting agents that have prevented
many from travelling to Malaysia.

The Bangladesh Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (BAIRA) could be responsi-
ble, as it did not cooperate with us and give the
list of names of workers with valid visas,
Malaysian online portal Free Malaysia Today

Some Middle Eastern countries have been
employing Bangladeshi workers in large

| numbers for decades. Some workers face

' problems in these countries as well. But with
Malaysia, the problem is enormous and
appears to be a built-in one, writes Zahid Hug

(FMT) quoted Mr Chowdhury as saying. The
Bangladesh government has formed a six-mem-

: h& wmmmre to probe the whole incident.

Tlm truth is both Bangladesh and Malaysian
governments are responsible for putting thou-

‘mdsnfjabeeekmsmboduptmubie A sizeable
mmberofthcmhnvenotguneba.ckhomaﬂd'

ing in Dhaka with the hope that they
get yet another chance. It all depends on
ﬂmgaodgﬁtureoftheMahymgmﬂmum
The whole incident is a scam, Thebi‘alayman
authorities had notified back in January this
year about the deadline for entering Malaysia by
foreign workers. m:ehvmminisu'yaﬁcgediy

- made it known to the recruiters in the middle of
thelastmonth%yﬁdthemmmymunthe'
‘agencies and their
~agents rushed lhejobseekmﬁ;ﬁmﬂ:ﬁmhmsar

information? The

the last moment, leading to a severe crisis of
tickets and flights.

What is more intriguing is the selection of a
handful of recruiting agencies in Bangladesh by
the Malaysian authorities for recruitment instead
of keeping it open for all recruiters having valid
licences. The Bangladesh government did want to
keep recruitment open for all eligible firms, but its
Malaysian counterpart reportedly turned down
the proposal. This development had given rise to
opportunities for a handful of recruiters to
exploit jobseekers most of whom are illiterate or
half-educated and come from villages.

From the very beginning, the export of
Bangladeshi manpower to Malaysia has been
mired in problems of various sorts. Irregularities
involving fees have been rampant. On several
occasions in the past, Malaysia had suspended
tecruitment of Bangladeshi workers because of
corruption on both sides. About two years back,

it again decided to take workers from
Bangladesh. But recruitment failed to pick up
pace again because of irregularities.

The Malaysian Ambassador, while speaking to
the press late last week, lamented that recruiters
on both sides had been unmanageable.

Several hundred Bangladeshi workers who
could reach Kuala Lumpur within the deadline
were languishing at the airport, for none from
their employers turned up to receive them. The
Bangladesh High Commissioner in Malaysia

- expressed his frustration for not being able to

extend any assistance to those workers for |

restrictions at the airport.

Some Middle Eastern countries have been
employing Bangladeshi workers in large numbers
for decades. Workers face problems in these
countries as well. But, with Malaysia, the prob-
lem is enormous and appears to be a built-in one.

Malaysia is one of the major sources of remit-
tance earmings for Bangladesh. The Southeast
Asian country most likely will drive out illegal
migrant workers and Bangladeshis constitute a
big part of them. If that happens, Bangladesh is
likely to lose a sizeable remittance income. The
loss could be largely compensated if all the work-
ers with valid visas were allowed to enter
Malaysia.

The government should pick up the issue with
its Malaysian counterpart and help the workers
enter Malaysia. Providing citizens with jobs at
home is the constitutional obligation of the gov-
ernment. But millions are unemployed. The gov-
ernment, at least, should try hard to secure jobs
outside the country. If successful, the country
will also benefit as extra foreign currencies will
flow into its kitty during this difficult time.

zahidmarl (@gmail.com
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- Migration cost soars as
2% of workers rely on
brokers to go abroad: BBS

MIGRATION -

BANGLADESH

SAIFUDDIN SAIF MIDDLEMEN HIGH RELIANCE ON BROKERS
AND KAMRAN S1DDIQUI BEHIND f AT
RISING

About 52.03% of international mi-
grants paid their migration costs
to brokers (migration facilitators),
which is higher in rural areas
(53.10%) compared to urban are-

MIGRATION
cosT

as/(48.25%), according to a recent - ' BROKERS REGION
survey by the Bangladesh Bureau DS L3S By ) ,
of Statistics (BBS). @ Highest number | Then Khulna
Migration experts noted that of migrants Mymensingh  (45.38%) and
the invollvemen! of midclle.!men‘ or (58.53%) use (57.44%) and Barishal '
brokers in the labour migration bmm’s in Rangpur (28.83%) m

process leads to high expendi-
tures for poor workers.

The “Report on Socio-Econom-
icand Demographic Survey 2023",
published on 5 June, underscored

| the lowest

34.63% migrants
went to Saudi
Arabia spending
Tké=51akh
(highest)

qurint' to
Malaysia (42.30%)
rmd Hahrain

for migration cosis across most
divisions, except for Rangpur,
where private institutions re-
ceived the highest percentage of
migration expenses (54.87%).

Last year, more than 1.3 mil-
lion workers went abroad.

However, the government has
taken the initiative to regularise
middlemen in order to control the
high migration costs.

According to the survey, mi

BORROWING
FOR
| MIGRATION
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Oman to legalise 96,000
Bangladeshi workers, may

open labour

MIGRATION - BANGLADESH

KAMRAN S1DDIQUI

across 12 categories for now.

porters at his office yesterday.

they responded positively,” he said.

Oman suspended visa

issuance for Bangladeshi workers in
October last year,

Its latest decision comes as a tre-
mendous relief for the undocument-
ed Bangladeshi workforce there,

At the request of Bangladesh,
Oman also decided to waive a huge
amount of money Bangladeshi work-
ers had to pay to get legal papers.

According to the state minister’s
visit report, this waiver also brings fi-
nancial respite to workers, allowing
each worker to save around Tki.44
lakh annually.

Bangladesh has requested Oman
to reopen its lahour market for
less-skilled workers. The country
responded positively but assured to
reopen its visa facility for skilled pro-
fessionals in 12 categories for now,

The Gulf country suspended all
categories of visas for Bangladeshis
starting on 31 October last year to
prevent human traffickers from ex-
ploiting Omani visas, address the
oversupply of foreign workers and
increase employment opportunities
for its own citizens.

Aside from meeting with the la-
bour minister of Oman, Shofiqur

~ Rahman also held meetings with for-
eign employers in Oman who have
assured to hire more workers from
Bangladesh, according to the visit
report of the state minister.

The Times of Oman recently re-
ported that Oman intends to issue

-—visas in several categories, including
family visas, visit visas for Bangla-

Expectations for labour exports to Oman rise as
the Gulf country pledges to legalise 96,000 undoc-
umented Bangladeshi workers and unveils plans
to recruit only skilled workers from Bangladesh

“Oman wants to hire skilled workers from Bang-
ladesh. We have discussed this matter and expect
that once skilled workers begin to be emploved,
unskilled workers will also find opportunities over
nme," State Minister for Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment Shofiqur Rahman told re-

“Around 96,000 workers are living illegally in
Oman., The Omani government has assured us that
they will legalise these workers. We have requested
them to waive the penalty for legalisation, to which

The announcements follow a four-day trip by
Shofigur Rahman Choudhury to Oman on 28-31
May. Aside from Oman, he visited Dubai and Qa-
tar as well to discuss labour market issues.

market
MIGRANT WRKERS BHTH.BW_TG ﬂM

 AND REMITTANCE INFLOW

deshi nationals residing in Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCQ countries, as
well as visas for professionals such
as doctors, engineers, nurses, teach-
ers, accountants, investors, and for
other official purposes.
~ Welcoming Oman’s legalisation
decision, Ali Haider Chowdhury,
-secretary general of the Bangladesh
Association of International Recruit-
-ing Agencies (Baira), told TBS, “One
advantage of legalisation is that
workers no longer need to return to
Bangladesh and reinitiate the pro-
cess of going abroad, thereby saving
them significant expenses.”

Noting that fewer workers mi-
grate to Oman under project-based
contracts, he said, “Mostly workers
under individual contracts migrate
to Oman. Howevet, this oppartunity
is currently unavailable due to an
oversupply of workers in the region,”

Ali Haider emphasised sending

individuals to Oman in skilled cat-
egories, saying, “"With the recent
announcement by Oman to accept
skilled workers in 12 specific catego-
ries, we need to seize the opportuni-
ty in these fields. Our government is
also emphasising this matter now.”
Oman used to hire mainly less-
skilled workers from Bangladesh.
However, the new visa programme
does not include a low-skilled cat-

- MugrantWorkers Oumow -dw_

angIdeshl workers, particular-
ly in low-skilled roles within Oman’s

non-hydrocarbon sector, have his--

torically played a vital role in the
Gulf nation’s economy;.

‘Despite Oman’s economic growth
being primarily driven by oil and hy-
drocarbon activities, the non- hydro-
carbon sector remains crucial,

Before the visa suspension,
around 1.27 lakh Bangladeshis had
moved to Oman in 10 months lead-
ing up to October 2023, according to
data from Bangladesh’s Bureau of
Manpower, Employment, and Train-
ing (BMET).

A report released by Omani au-
thorities in July last vear revealed
that Bangladeshi nationals top the
list of expatriate workers in the Gulf
country, numbering 703,840, fol-

lowed by 530,242 Indian nationals.

Legalisation with a
waiver a big relief
To get the required work permits, a
worker has to pay 40 Omani real per
month which amounts to around
As per the estimation of the Ex-
patriates’ Welfare state minister,
06,000 undocumented Bangladeshis
would have to pay a total of Tk115.20
crore a month to get legal papers.
However, at the request of Ban-
gladesh during the state minister’s
visit, Oman has agreed to waive the
amount for Bangladeshi workers.
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- Ongoing macroeconomic instability and

- consequent policy adjustments, largely
_ influenced by the IMF conditionalities,

~ surely affected the country's economic
- growth praspects In this context, the debate

concerning the trade-off between economic
growth and macroeconomic stability

has once agam come to the fore,

wnte E’ahmida Kihatun, Mustafizur Rahman,
Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Towfiqul Islam Khan,

ANGLADESH economy is
currently under significant
strain due to several ongoing
challenges. While external factors
such as the Covid-19 pandemic and
the Ukraine war have left their mark,
persistent domestic issues—such as
policy weaknesses, poor governance,
and failure to implement necessary
reforms—have also contributed to the
difficulties. These ingrained structural
weaknesses have exacerbated the pres-
sures on Bangladesh'’s economy.
During the first three quarters of the
current - fiscal  year (FY2024)
Bangladesh economy has faced signif-
icant pressure. This was evidenced by
subdued revenue mobilisation, result-
ing in a shrinking fiscal space, a high
reliance on government borrowing
from commercial banks to finance the
budget deficit, tightened liquidity in
scheduled banks, elevated prices of
essential goods, and a deteriorating
external sector balance and foreign
exchange reserves. Indeed, these chal-
lenges were also evident in FY2023
which led the government of
Bangladesh (GoB) to initiate a 42-
month programme supported by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
in February 2023 to improve balance
of payment (BoP) and restore macro-
economic stability. After more than a
year of the IMF programme, the econ-
omy is yet to show any improvement
on the attendant concerns. Recently,
the central bank has adopted policy
measures such as market-based inter-
est rates and exchange rates in an
attempt to control inflation and
improve foreign exchange reserves.

Muntaseer Ka:na] and Syed Yusuf Saadat

The success of these policies will
depend on consistent fiscal policies. In
this regard, it is expected that the
upcoming national budget for FY2025
to be placed at the national parliament
on June 6, 2024, will address these
issues and help the economy (0
bounce back and support people who
are in distress.

CRITICAL CONTEXT: Ongoing
macroeconomic instability and conse-
quent policy adjustments, largely influ-
enced by the IMF conditionalities, sure-
ly affected the country’s economic
growth prospects. In this context, the
debate concerning the trade-off
between economic growth and macro-
economic stability has once again come
to the fore. While stabilising the macro-
economic situation with corrective
measures might entail some adverse
impacts in the short term, they ultimate-
ly prove to be beneficial in the medium
to long term if supported by comple-
mentary macro-management policies
(Stiglitz et al., 2006). It must also be.

mentioned that stabilisation packages
prescribed by multilateral agencies such
as the IMF often prioritise stability over
growth (Bird, 1996; Przeworski &
Vreeland, 2000). However, as was
observed from the past experiences of
developing countries, there are diver-
gences in the results of such packages
(Abbott, Andersen & Tarp, 2010;
Taylor, 1988).

In Bangladesh, it is a matter of regret
that it has become customary to set tar-
gets concerning the macroeconomic
framewaork that are not consistent with
ongoing realities. For FY 2024, the gov-
ernment initially targeted a gross
domestic product (GDP) growth of
7.50 percent despite existing distresses
in the macroeconomic scenario, As per

rowth
ovment

the Monetary Policy Statement (MPS)
of the Bangladesh Bank, released in
January 2024, this target was revised
down to 6.50 per cent. Several multilat-
eral agencies were less optimistic
regarding Bangladesh’'s GDP growth
prospects. For instance, the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) projected
Bangladesh’s GDP growth in FY2024
to be 6.1 per cent. Similarly, the IMF
and World Bank projected the corre-
sponding figure to be 5.7 per cent and
5.6 per cent, respectively,

GDP GROWTH: The provisional
estimates of the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) predicted a GDP
growth rate to the tune of 5.82 per cent
in FY2024 — a marginal increase from
the growth recorded in FY2023
(Figure:1).

This estimate, however, was made
largely on the basis of the data of the
first six to seven months of the ongoing
fiscal year and the original pro-
grammed national budget, which were
surely overestimated. Hence, the final
estimate may be revised downwards
once the required data for the entire fis-
cal year becomes available. This has
been the case for the last two fiscal
years, i.e., FY2022 and FY2023.

Sources of provisional GDP growth, In
the incremental GDP of FY2024, the
agriculture and industry sectors are
expected to contribute about 6.0 per
centand 41.7 per cent, respectively. The
services sector accounted for nearly
half of the incremental GDP in
FY2024 (49.2 per cent). One of the
major contriputors to incremental
GDP in recent decades, the manufac-
turing subsector, is projected to con-
tribute only 27.2 per cent to the incre-
mental GDP. This is considerably
lower than the corresponding figure for
FY2023 (36.0 per cent).

The agriculture sector is estimated
to grow modestly by 3.21 per cent,
whereas the industry sector posted a

growth of 6.66 per cent. Within the
industry sector, manufacturing and
construction subsectors registered
notable growth of 6.58 and 7.45 per
cent, respectively. The services sector
grew by 5.80 per cent in FY2024.
Within services, wholesale and retail
trade combined with the repair of
motor vehicles, motorcycles, and per-
sonal and household goods recorded a
growth of 6.19 per cent.

Per capita income. Per capita GDP
stood at US§ 2,675 in FY2024, while
per capita GINI stood at US§ 2,784,
recording 1.21 per cent and 1.27 per
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- Figure 1; GDP Q'rowth"'of' Bangladesh (in pér‘ chi}i-

FY17 FY18

FY19

FYz0 Fyz21

FY22

Source: Author's compilation from BBS data. Note: 'P' denotes provisional estimates.

Total 31.31 31.02 32,05 30.95
Private 24.02 23.70 24,52 24.18 23,51
Public 7.29 7.32 J.53 6.77 7.47

Source: Author's compilation from BBS data. Note: 'P' denotes provisional estimates

Figure 2: Employment elasticity of GDP
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Source: Author's calculation from

cent annual growth rates, respectively.

}Vhi[e the growth, although marginal,
Is encouraging, the per capita income
in dollar terms is still below that of
FY2022. The rapid depreciation of
Bapglfldcsh Taka against US Dollar is
a significant contributing factor to this
end. Indeed, the exchange rate consid-
ered for this estimation (Tk. 109.97
per USS$) will also not be valid by the
end of FY2024 in view of the recent
significant depreciation (Tk. 117.77
per USS$). It must also be noted that
these average measures conceal a

BBS data.
highly skewed income distribution.
One may apprehend further deteriora-
tion of the inequality situation in the
country considering high food infla-
tion as food costs consist of a much
higher share in the total consumption
basket for lower-income households,
Investment, During the last five years
(FY2020-FY2024), the gross inyest-
ment-GDP ratio has decreased by 0.33
percentage points. Gross investment
was 31.31 per cent of GDP in FY2020,
while it crawled down to 30.98 per cent

ment-GDP ratio decreased from 24.18
per cent in FY¥2023 to 23.51 per cent in
FY2024. An uptick in public invest-
ment compensated for this slack in pri-
vate investment. Given the current slug-
gish implementation of the Annual
Development Programme (ADP),
whether the provisional estimate for the
public investment-GDP ratio will hold
remains a question.

Disaggregated dynamics of GDE. It
is encouraging to see that BBS is pub-
lishing quarterly estimates of GDP
on a regular basis. The availability of
the provisional GDP estimates for

in FY2024 (Table:1). Private invest-
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BBS, it was observed that manufac-

Y e

the entire FY2024 as well as the first
two quarters creates the opportunity
to investigate the growth dynamics
of Bangladesh in a more disaggre-
gated (e.g., quarterly or half-yearly)
manner.
According to BBS estimate, there
was a 6.74 per cent growth of the
Bangladesh economy during the sec-
ond half (H2) of FY2024. This is a
divergence from the trend of the last
two fiscal years, as GDP growth usual-
Iy declines during H2 of a particular
year. Also, the below 5 per cent growth
rate in H2 FY2023 and H1 FY2024
indicates economic distress. In this
scenario, the key question is whether
the economy will actually be able to
attain a 6.74 per cent growth during
H2 FY2024, or not. The growth in H2
FY2024, as predicted by the BBS, is
expected to be primarily driven by
manufacturing, followed by wholesale
and retail trade, repair of motor vehi-
cles and motorcycles; public adminis-
tration, health and education; and
transportation, accommodation and
food service, information and commu-
nication sectors. In fact, recovery, in
terms of growth, is expected in all four
sectors. However, the actual scenario
might end up being quite different. For
instance, from the Index of Industrial

inferred from Figure 2.2 is that the pat-
tern of employment is reverting to s
original state. This means that p:eople
are gradually shifting from primary
(i.e., agriculture) to secondary (ie.,
industry) and tertiary (i.e., services)
sectors. As may be recalled, the reverse
trend happened in the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic (often labelled as
the reverse structural transformation).

While the aforementioned trend is
encouraging, it needs to be kept in mind
that a high degree of informality still
prevails in Bangladesh's secondary and
tertiary sectors. As the LFS 2022 data
shows, 90.5 per cent of the industrial
employment and 67.8 per cent of the
service sector emiployment fall under
the informal category (BBS, 2023). As
such, the concern about decent employ-
ment remains. Regrettably, the quarter-
ly LFS reports, in their current format,
do not provide any data on informality,

Production (IIP) data released by the

turing production exhibits a general-
ly upward trend during the H1 period
of a fiscal year, and the reverse hap-
pens during H2. If this trend contin-
ues in FY2024, then the anticipated
GDP growth in the manufacturing

sector during H2 FY2024 might not |

materialise. The trends in import
payments for capital machinery and |
intermediate products during the |
early months of H2 FY2024 also sup-
port this notion. Also, it is highly §
likely that budgetary rargets were 3
considered - while estimating the |
GDP for public administration, 3
health and education. Since these

wages and income. ThiS"needs to be
changed in order to get a more accurate
representation of the labour market.
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(CPD); Professor Mustafizur Rakman,
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RMG exports to EU witness
negative growth in Jan-Apr

Global economic slowdown, energy shortage at home and long lead time blamed

MONIRA MUNNI *

Bangladesh's ready-made garment (RMG)
export to the European Union has sustained
year-on-year negative growth during the first four
months of this year.

It fetched 6.01 billion euro from RMG ex
to the EU during January-April period of 2024
compared to 6.67 billion euro during the corre-
sponding period of last year, according to
Eurostat data.

RMG exporters said overall import to the EU

felldurmgthepenodm question due to the glob-

al economic slowdown, while Bangladesh lagged

behind its competitors due to energy shortage,
long lead time and customs procedure.

The EU's total apparel imports in the first four
months of 2024 stood at 26.41 billion euro,
which was 6.28 per cent lower than that of 28.13
billion euro during the same period of 2023.

China fetched 6.54 billion euro during the
January-April period of 2024 against 6.66 billion
euro, marking a 1.81-percent negative growth.

EU's import from Turkey and India recorded
11.84 per cent and 10.74 per cent decline to 3.02
billion euro and 1.52 billion euro respectively
during the first four months of 2024.

Vietnam also recorded a 6.25-percent decrease
to fetch 1.17 billion euro during the period,
according to Eurostat data.

During the period, in terms of value,
Bangladeshi made knitwear items became the
top clothing exporter to the EU making ship-
ments worth of 3.37 billion euro followed by
China that fetched 3.15 billion euro.

When asked, Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA) executive president Mohammad
Hatem attributed high production cost, fuelled
by 2 hike in utility prices and wage, to this nega-
tive

"High lead time is one of the major reasons
Bangladesh lags behind its competitors," he said,
adding that competitors like China and Vietnam
managed to reduce the negative growth rate

BD'S RMG EXPORT T0 EU
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unlike Bangladesh.

Due to the power and gas crisis, they could not
utilise full production capacity, while facing diffi-
culties in procuring raw materials timely, requir-
ing 20-25 additional days to produce goods and
make shipments.

"Currently, we need 70-90 days of lead time,
which was earlier 50 days," Mr Hatem told the FE.

Besides, they could not receive orders at the
prices buyers were offering mainly because of
high production costs; followed by price hikes in
gas and electricity as well as accessories.

The BKMEA leader also held customs harass-
ment responsible for the negative growth, claim-
ing that they faced difficulties in importing raw
materials and making timely shipments.

Not only in the EU, Bangladesh recorded neg-
ative growth in the US and the UK too, he said,
adding that these are the real scenario, although

China
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there is growth in the export data of the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB).
Talking to the FE, Fazlul Hoque, managing

- director of Plummy Fashions Ltd., also echoed

Mr Hatem and added that though Bangladesh's
main competitors China and Vietnam are able to
gradually reduce the negative growth rate,
Bangladesh could not make it up.

The former BRMEA president, however, com-
mented that markets are yet to be stable and nor-
mal, and said there is hardly any possibility that
the country's export growth situation would
improve soom.

Bangladesh also recorded more than 14 per
cent negative export growth to the US; its single-
largest export destination, and fetched $2.30 bil-
lion during January-Apnl period of 2024,
according to US | data.

R Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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garments exports in the July-
May period of the 2023-24 fi-
nancial year grew in all non-
traditional markets excepl
neighbouring India.

The country's apparel ex-
port destinations outside the
European Union, the United
States, the United Kingdom
and Canada are considered
non-traditional markets.

According to the Export
Promotion Bureau data,

's' RMG exporls

non-traditional markets
grew by 647 per cent lo
$8.19 billion compared with
that ‘of $7.69 billion in the
same period of the previous
_ But the country’s apparel
exports to India in the 11
months of FY24 declined
by 23.11 per cent to $728.85
million compared with that
of $947.86 million in the
same period of FY23.

‘We are optimistic. about
the future growth of Bang-
ladeshi apparel to the non-
traditional markets, as ex-

prices in ‘those markets,
Bangladesh Knitwear Manu-

in July-May of FY24 to the

porters are receiving better

FRIDAY JUNE 28 2024 i

RMG exports
in non-traditional
markets except India

SiaffConmpondmt

facturers and Exporters As-
sociation senior-vice presi-
dent Fazlee Shamim Ehsan

told New Age on Thursday. -

He said that Indian gov-
emnment had announced
huge incentives on the in-
vestments in the RMG sector
in some states to gain more
share on the global market.

‘With the government
support, Indian manufac-
turers have already begun
to increase their production
capacity. As India expanded
its capacity, Bangladesh's
apparel exports have started
encountering more TNon-
tariff barriers in the market,’
Fazlee Shamim said.

Although  Bangladesh's
apparel _exports to major
markets like the EU, the
US and Canada have been
struggling in recent months,
exporters have remained op-
timistic about the future uf
non-traditional markets.

" The country’'s apparel
exports to the EU in July-
May of FY24 mtnassad a
eagre 2 per cent growth

tu $21 65 billion while the
earnings from the US fell
by 3.43 per cent to' $7.47
billion in the period com-
pared with that in the same
period of the previous year,

grow

Among the non-tradition-
al markets, Bangladesh’s ap-
parel exports to Australia in
July-May of FY24 increased
by 11.76 per cent to $1.18
billion compared with that
of $1.06 billion in the same
period of F¥23.

RMG exports to Japan
in 11 months of FY24 in-
creased by 1.83 per cent to
$1.48 billion compared with
$1.46 billion in the same pe-
riod of FY23.. :

-Bangladesh's  apparel

-exports to South Korea in

July-May of FY24 increased
by 14.34 per cent to $572.85
million compared with that
of $501.01 million in the
same period of FY23.

The counfry's RMG ex-
ports to Russia in the 11
months of FY24 increased by
15.50 per cent to $462.35 mil-
lion while the exports to Chi-
na grew hy 23.23 per cent to
$310.55 million in the period.

The EPB data also showed
that Bangladesh’s a
exports to the United Arab
Emirates in July-May of
FY24 grew by 34.08 per cent
to $368.94 while the RMG
export earnings from Saudi
Arabia increased by 58.28
per cent to $273 05 million
in the period. °
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Rickshaw workers demand
rehabilitation, better

THGer ndfe amfe sy m?
mow i
1

a1 G 038

AIGTER g 74 @ e e
e @ w5t RS STasnE

living standards o2 e v v

TPoE (rFoE @ EnEE A

. . Gl 2R | e s
tary Saiful Haq, addressing the confer- T

SRR MISHTS = DRAKA ence, said that the poor have been the = I‘QW‘W’H
TBS REPORT ;(;r;t g;tt?f:cted by the Imfringemen[ of vot- g e TS AT '
The Bangladesh Biplobi Rickshaw Sramik “Political parties use rickshaw workers WA I WE: ” »
Sanghati submitted nine demands for the in rallies, But they do net work on their CTEE 2| -

rehabilitation and improvement of living
standards of floating and part-time rick-
shaw workers at its second national con-
ference held in front of the National Press
Club yesterday.

Their other demands include modernis-
ing eco-friendly rickshaws, stopping work-

er harassment and abuse, providing year-

round low-cost rations, ensuring adequate  abused their power. g goa ‘;m"' T @ REGEA

housing, and guaranteeing free education The programme was presided over by RS CHISE &

and healthcare for family members up to  Biplobi Rickshaw Sramik Sanghati Presi- Ww"mgﬁ“m

higher secondary levels. dent Jamal Sikder. SRS | oy e ”@Ii o
In addition, the organisation demanded Shramijibi Nari Maitri President Bah- - iﬁ -

the quota-based appointment of children nisikha Jamali, Biplobi Shramik Sanghati W‘ e lilim S %

of workers in government jobs; ensuring President Mir Moazzam Hossain Mostaq, " P

disability allowance and death benefits General Secretary Saiful Islam, Sanghati M,Wmﬁ -

for workers; and bringing rickshaw work-  Sanskriti Sansad General Secretary Apol- | T T . e

ers under the umbrella of renewable free lo Jamali and Biplobi Paduka Shramik 2050 A EBY FToN ﬁ!'-'-tm

licenses.
Biplobi Workers Party General Secre-

rights. They are the most abused. They
are subjected to police torture when they
g0 out on the streets with rickshaws. Rick-
shaw garages are not safe,” he said.

He further said that there is rampant
corruption in Bangladesh,’ claiming it im-
poverishes millions and enriches a select
few. He demanded justice for those who

Sanghati Vice President Abul Kalam Azad
among others spoke at the event.
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Garments Sramik Odhikar Andolan brings out a procession, demanding workers’ wages and festival
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low-paid, would not be able

to enjoy the Eid festival if they

by June 10

in front of the National Press

sation had been holding a
series of rallies and proces-

RMG workers oo v 120PSH
demand wage, =& 70T m%%% ,_
festival a]lowance ke /ot

ﬁﬁaaﬁasm
RG]

“of the workers before June 10 the importance Totiaa &ffSram
before Eid-ul Azha, one ofthe t of wages and fes- 203-20 ThNEE oES AEhE
I..EADERSufwiowgannani biggest religious festivals of ﬁvmmhefomﬁd-ul- Pl e AT g f
workers’ rights bodies held the Muslims likely tobe cel-  Azhzito avert potential unrest. oqETiTE wET o gewel
separate rallies in Dhaka on ebrated on June 17. In a statement, the indus- wheme Tewe f ahe
Saturday, calling on the Awa- - She urged both the gov- i1 police disclosed list of (FETRHA (TN | (AR (A S5
mi League government and emment and garment factory  geyeral factories, where issues TR (2R S Te (0 Gl
the garment factory owners to owners to lake steps foensure  conceming wage and festival T e AEm T o
ensure that workers received timely payments by June 10.  jjgwance payments could T ¢ TS A W) 4
their wages and festival al- Other speakers at the rally  _5ce -5 -amﬁﬁﬁqﬁqburﬂam
lowances by June 10. . included garment . labour “They urged the respective ATTEHE big w3l Wi B0 4 |
Garmmz]&mnik&ih&m leaders Raju Ahmed, Mah- uadelxﬂi&s.andefamtu wfime WiReE wa—fafEm ovm
alternative solutions

e T o WEIeT ane

Andolan, a_combine of gar- mud!-hsmﬁabull-losmin._ explore il

ment orkess rghis bacles and Fayez Hossain. in case of any delays in wage G o i i

onganised a rally in front dishursements. o ' o
i Chib, Earlier, Garment Sramik 2% @il s o W oS

6 FEDT T 8¢ (WF be
ol g sl et B afie

Garment workers', labour Club, chaired by ils president RSN Yerefe I S
leader Mushrefa Mishu said  Tuelima Akhter. fafrg Wu‘ﬁﬁﬁ FOHTA
that the workers, who were She said that their organi- fifbe ser i <weaw weRETAE

AT TS QR (W0 |« A
Effye fam Ry afie wereame

did not receive their wages  giong in Ashulia and Gazipur seierefs Aifem B, srer TTam,

e oy, demanding the paymenl of PO KR, T Tt S
¥ and festival allowances T, T TS A, Hehfie

ebrated on June 17. by June 10. i A SR e
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== Workers in peril as
= Ashulia sweater
== factory shuts citing
‘declining orders’

RMG - EANGLADESH

MD BELAL HOSSEN
Babul Mia, a worker of Anzr Ap-

- parels Ltd in Savar’s Ashulia, went

to his hometown Mymensingh to
celebrate Eid-ul-Adha. When he
came back after the holidays, he

~ was taken aback to learn that the

factory had been closed for an in-
definite period.

“Upon my return after the Eid
holidays, I saw that the factory had
been closed indefinitely for lack of

#l work orders from buyers,” Babul

told The Business Standard.

However, the factory owners’
explanation for the shutdown
failed to convince Babul,

their colleagues were unable to
visit their village homes to cele-
brate Eid due to non-payment of
salaries, while some others man-
aged to make the trip by borrow-
ing money independently.
Faridul Islam, general secre-
tary of Jatiya Sramik Federation,
told TBS that they have already
submitted a memorandum to the
secretary of the Ministry of La-
bour and Employment, and the
in the factory in the last two years,” Department of Inspection for Fac-
he said. tories and Establishments over
Like Babul, as many as 500 work- the matter.
ers of two units of Anzr Apparels = In the memorandum, the fed-
factory, located on Idris Road and eration also requested the gov-
in the Zirabo area of Ashulia, are ernment to pay close attention
now in great distress, losing their to the matter, citing the possibil-
jobs, and over their due arrears. ity of the factory owner fleeing
However, the authorities of Anzir abroad.
Apparels said they were compelled  Assistant General Manager of
to shut the factory in the face of per- Anzir Apparels, Mehedi Hasan
sistent losses caused by dwindling told TBS that they have around
work orders from foreign buyers. 800 workers in two factories in
Sources said on the occasion of Zirabo and Ashulia.
Eid-ul-Adha, workers of Unit-2and ~ “The factory was incurring
3 of Anzir Apparels were given only losses to the tune of Tki-1.5 crore
bonuses. However, the arrears of every month due to dwindling
the previous three months [April, foreign work orders.”
May, June] are still unpaid. He further said the factory has
Several workers of Anzir Appar- been closed for the time being,

,mwmw
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but could not ascertain when it
will be opened.

However, g Director
Md Shahidullah denied that three
months® salaries of the workers
are unpaid.

He told TBS that maybe some
workers are still owed half of their
June salaries. However, a few
months’ salaries of some officials
have yet to be paid.

He said he has closed the fac-
tory temporarily to avoid losses
as the production was reduced
because of load-shedding, lead-
ing to losing work orders from
foreign buyers.

Meanwhile, terming the abrupt
shutdown of Anzir Apparels fac-
tory illegal, RMG workers held an
agitation programme on the Jatiya
Press Club premises yesterday.
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Garment 2t Sranmik S Samhati

for RMG workers

Leaders of Bangladesh
Garment Sramik Samhati
on Friday at a protest rally in
Dhaka called on the govern-
ment to keep an allocation
in the proposed budget for
financial vear 2024-25 for
introduction of a rationing
system for garment workers.

‘The Sambati organised
the rally in front of the Na-
tional Press Club where its
p:es:dmt Taslima Akhter

Thslhm&khterdﬂnmnd

buy essential commedities
at cheaper prices.

‘More than 45 lakh gar-
ment workers of the country
are low-paid and they could

‘not run their families by

wages they get. So introduc-
honofarahonmgsystemfor
them is essential’ 'Ihsltma
said.

She smd that the pro-
posed upcoming budget
would be passed in Jatiya
Sangsad on Sunday where
the allocation s be in-
cluded.

She also demanded ¢

cellation of provision of

undisclosed m.onay

 galising

. oftheloolusintbebud.get.
tioning system for garment
workers so that they could

General secretary of the
organisation Babul Hossain,




country’s Constitution and rule of law.
The vulnerability of domestic work-
ers is rooted in the nature of the ir work-
typically undertaken behind daosed
doors in private homes far froam their
own communities-and the lack: of lega!
protection they receive. It is high time
on the part of the government to make

res effective the ‘offical monitoring cell

com- ' tions with no coverage for or
editorials mp.mes It is espec:tally the i

e spea.ker of the memona] lecl:ure’,-
inderscored the need for ensuring
ages and all other rights of hap-
orkers aiming to reduce the dis-

spu'l of Uberatlon War.
RMG is the major export-earning sec-
tor in Bangladesh where the minimum
3'2%55 of garment workers increased

from, Tk 8,000 to Tk.12,500. But the
} amount is still too meagre to cope with
4 nonsstop skyrocketing of essential com-

daily necessities. The wages of

: i}ian that of Bangladeshi tea workerm

" whichis unfortunate indeed!

In our country, 85% of workers are
. employed in the informal sector
Although a large number of workers
are employed in this sector, yet these
. workers remain deprived of the rights
and facilities that the workers of the for-
mal sector enjoy. According to the
Bangladesh Bureau qof Statistics;, one
third of the country’s total worke:rs are
agncultural workers. But, regre: ttably,
their riumbers are reportedly dizcreas-
- ing graclually Time has come, o). foice-
’333' fully raise the demands of aguc'ulmra]

ensure their logical rights as per ‘the

| 30U |

i modities as well as high standard of liv-
7. In our tea sector, a dismal situation -
prevails. They have to struggle to meet;

workers. The govemmenk should,

- through regular inspection activities.

- Presently, the issue of workers' rights

is a top priority. Espedially, the sxﬁxr-
ings of informal sector workers know

0o bound. They are deprived of all
- “facilities. What is alarming is that in
. name of essential service, the govern-

ment is moving to put these workers in
]eopardy In this situation, there is no
alternative to united trade union move-
ment. -

~Grektings to BILS. for regularly

.orga.rusmg the great "\h*- "a;

Memorial Lecture! It helps keep aloft
the national trade union movement for
the welfare of the couritry’s couftless
working people and realise the spirit of
May Day. This year’s theme is “Build
Bangladesh Free from Discrimhination
Ensuré Workers’ Rights.” -

The writer is. the senior vice-president of
Bangladesh Labour Rights Journalist

Indian tea workers are higher enough! Forum. E-mail: zamkhairz@gmail com




